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PREFACE. 


^HE  fame  Indulgence  ivbicb  the  Public  voucb^ 
fafed  to  this  Performance  at  its  frjl  Appear-- 
ancey  bos  brought  it  in  a  veryfhort  Time  to  a  Fourth 
Imprejpon^  which  requires  not  only  the  moft  grateful 
Return  of  Thanks,  but  our  utmo/l  Endeavours 
to  render  it  worthy  of  their  Favour.  We  hope  the 
Meratims  and  Additions  with  winch  it  now  ap^ 
pearsy  will  infome  meafure  acquit  us  of  that  Duty*, 
and  if  would  have  given  us  infinite  Pleafure,  if  the 
Syjlems  of  the  fever al  Courts  mentioned  therein  could 
have  been  rendered  more  perfpicuous  than  they  are. 

We  were  in  hopes,  when  we  fir  ft  began  to  revife 
it,  that  wejhould  have  been  able  to  have  pronounced 
clearly  as  to  the  State  of  Things  in  the  North, 
ntfhich  notwithjlanding  remains  Jlill  in  a  great  De^ 
gree  of  Obfcurity.  In  this,  however,  we  have 
Reafon  to  think  ourfelves  happy,  that  nothing  has 
fallen  out  in  thofe  Parts,  either  contrary  to,  or  in^ 
confiftent  with  the  ConjeShres  that  we  advanced. 
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Nor  is  there  any  great  Probability  that  they  have 
any  fucb  "Tendency  at  prefent.  The  Change  of 
Kings  in  Sweden  has  made  no  Alteration  in  the  Sy^ 
Jiem^  'and  the  Diet  ivbichfat  loft  Tear  was  of  the 
fame  Complexion^  but  more  unanimous  than  thofe 
that  went  before  it. 

i;?  Germany  there  is  no  great  Alteration,  notwith^ 
flanding  many  long  and  laborious  Negotiations.  We 
werey  when  this  Book  appeared  laftj  in  ExpeSlation 
of  a  gfedt  Event y  and  we  are  yet  filed  with  the 
fame  ExpeBation.  In  this  the  Princes  of  the  Em^ 
pire  aB  /lowly  ^  and  with  great  Sagacity  j  for  the 
very  Confumption  of  ^me,  while  it  contributes  to 
kiep  Things  in  Peace  and  good  Order y  anfwers  a 
very  important  End.  But  b^(k  all  this,  it  at- 
traSis  the  Eyes  of  Europe,  as  /well  as  the  Atten^ 
tioh  of  all  Miiiiflersy  and  becomes  by  this  means 
produBive  of  Meafures  not  unprofitable,  to  particu- 
lar Interejiy  or  inconfflent  with  the  common  Good. 

In  fpeaking  of  France  wejkould  have  been  glad 
to  have  found  ourfelves  more  at  Liberty  to  exprefs 
our  Sentiments  than  the  prefent  Situation  ofl^oingSy 
Motives  of  Prudence  confderedy  will  allow.  But 
we  may  well  bring  ourfelves  to  fubmit  to  fome  Re* 
JlriSlion  in  that  RefpeSty  when  it  is  evident^  that 

thofe 
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tbofe  who  have  fuperter  Lights  art  not  akogitber 
unembarraffed.  It  is  mote  than  probabk  that  the 
Time  is  at  band  wbentbefe  Clouds  'voill  be  difpelkd^ 
and  wejhalljind  ourfehes  once  more  in  a  Cmditim 
to  fee  and fpeak  freely. 

S^m  Jiill  remains  in  poffeffion  ofber  old  Charal^er 
for  tedious  Negotiations.  Tbat  'wbicb  fufpended  our 
Judgment  in  tbe  loft  Edition  is  half  udjujled^  and 
we  once  flattered  ourfehes  that  a  little  Delay  nvould 
bavefumijhed  us  with  tbeRefult  oftbefiipplemental 
Treaty  y  which  has  been  Jh  long  upon  the  Carpet ; 
but  perhaps  thaty  which  was  denied  to  this,  may  be 
referred  for  the  Embeilijhment  of  the  next  Edition. 

Whenever  that  Jhall  happen^  we  Jhall  be  likewije 
in  a  better  Condition  to  judge  of  the  future  State 
if  Italy,  where  Things  are  ftill  fubjeSt  to  thofe 
Apprenhenfionsy  the  Caufes  of  which  have  coft  us  no 
ftnall  Labour  to  explain. 

There  is  another  Point  upon  which  we  muft  more 
particularly  injijly  to  prevent  the  Reader's  cenfur- 
ing  us  without  Grounds.  As  our  Alterations  and 
Additions  were  made  while  the  Book  was  in  thePrefs^ 
we  may  be  thought  chargpoMe  with  fome  Omifjions 
in  thefrji  Chaptersy  from  the  mention  of  more  re^ 

cent 
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ceta  FaBs  in  the  latter  Pages  of  the  Work :  Buf 
when  the  Reader  conjidersy  that  what  was  already 
printed  was  out  of  our  Power  ^  be  will  in  fuflice 
acquit  us  of  any  NegleB.  Tins  is  a  Circumftance 
unavoi daily  incident  to  every  Undertaking  of  this 
Kind^  winch  in  reprefenting  Tranf anions  of  a 
fuBluating  Nature^  can  only  give  a  true  PiElure 
of  Things  for  the  prefent  5  and  thd  ever  fo  happily 
executed^  mufly  like  thofe  tha^  hafoe  preceded  ity  he^ 
come  gradually  out  of  Date  Jrom  the  very  fame 
Caufes  that  conjlitute  its  immediate  Value.  •  Alma-- 
nacis  lajl  but  for  a  Tear^  Political  Prefent  States 
claim  a  longer ^  and  yet  not  a  much  longer  Exiftence^ 
but  notwithfianding  this  hard  Circumftance^  both 
are  very  necejfary^  to  prevent  common  Men  and 
common  Politicians  from  making  Mifiakes, 

That  fuch  a  Work  was  very  far  from  being 
inexpedient^  will  appear  fufficiently  to  all  who  have 
perufed  and  confidered  the  Treatifes  of  the  fame 
Nature  formerly  written  by  the  Duke  of  Rohan^ 
Mr.  Bethel,  Bar<m  PufFendorfF,  and  the  later  En-- 
deavours  of  fuch  as  have  republijhedj .  continued,  or 
augmented  theje  Pieces  in  Holland  j  and  we  hope  it 
will  fufficiently  appear,  that  we  have  alfo  made  a 
proper  life  of  their  Performances,  without  tranfcri^ 
bing  them-,  which  to  fay  the  Truth  was  impojfible, 

con^ 
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cor^dering  that  the  following  Sheets  have  been  am^ 
fofedfippn  quite  another  Plan^  without  any  Biafs  in 
favour  of  a-f  articular  Syflem^  or  the  ieaji  View  of 
recommending  it  to  the  Favour  of  any  Party ^  the 
SatisfaSlion  of  the  Public  being  our  fole  Aim^  as 
the  ProteSiion  of  the  Public  is  that  alone  upm  which 
we  depend.  This  perhaps  might  have  been  in  fome 
meaufre  hefpohen  by  a  large  Difplay  of  Authorities^ 
and  the  Facts  contained  therein  might  have  hem 
fupported  by  a  pompous  ^rain  of  Citations  \  but  as 
we  have  dealt  very  little  infecret  Hijiories^  and  have 
founded  mofl  of  our  Ob/ervaticns  upon  Tranfa^ons 
of  public  Notoriety ;  thisy  whatever  it  might  have 
appeared^  would  in  redUtyferved  rather  for  Show 
than  fir  Ufcy  and  therefore  was  omitted^  tofave  the 
Reader  as  much  Trouble  and  Epcpence  as  pojjible^ 

After  profejjing  a  Defre  to  avoid  wafting  the 
Reader* s  Time  in  peruftng  this  Wbrky  it  would  be 
prepofterous  to  tire  him  with  a  long  Preface ;  and 
therefore  let  us  conclude  with  this  Refle5liony  that 
it  is  from  Events,  and  the  public  Occurrences  that 
/hall  hereafter  happen^  the  Value  of  a  Book  of  this 
Kind  muft  be  known ;  for  it  is  not  arguing  right 
or  wrong  in  the  Opinion  of  any  Set  of  Men  wbat^ 
every  which  can  give  either  Merit  or  Reputation  to 
a  Work  that  pretends  to  reprefent  the  Politiad 

State 
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State  if  Europe.  He  who  nvtU  fbink  jufily  upon 
^is  Sulfjf0,  mufifarm  bis  Thoughts  from  the  ma^ 
Hire  Coi^deration  of  Fa3s  5  and  hcpjo  far  he  has 
ferformed  tbisy  4:an  appear  from  Fa&s  only  5  for 
as  an  Lanv^  fo  in  Politics^  the  Worth  of  an  Opi^ 
nioh  does  not  comjifi  in  its  being  happily  exprejfed^  or 
hanJJomelymaintainedy  either  by  logical  Dedu^iom^ 
or  Authorities  learnedly  quoted^  but  in  its  Confer^ 
mity  to  Troth :  If  it  fails  in  thisy  the  Law};)er  is 
inijiaheny  and  the  Politician  deceived^  let  the  Farfs 
ef  the  one,  or  the  Abilities  of  the  other ^  be  what 
they  nML  And  tho'  in  thefe  Cafes  it  is  a  great 
Hazard  that  a  Man  runsy  yet  there  is  this  Qmfort 
attends  it^  that  there  is  a  certain  Criterion  "wbifh 
decides  with  regard  to  the  KtOiixsidit  of  his  Notions 
b^ond  all  Difpute. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

|H£R£  it  nothing  clearer  to  fucb,  as  hrtm 
taken  the  Pains  to  make  themfelves  Mafterp 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Learning,  dian  that  every 
Age  has  its  peculiar  Tafle  \  perhaps  a  Wri* 
ter,  like  Mmtaigm^  would  call  it  Humour; 
from  whence  it  followSf  that  Authors  who 
are  the  Obje£b  of  Admiration  in  one  AffS^ 
become  the  Ridicule  of  the  next.  In  that  which  preceded  vdm 
prefent,  Systems  were  in  great  Efleem,  and  nothing  recom- 
mended a  Writer  more,  than  his  being  verv  copious,  and 
verv  methodicsL  From  this  Spirit  proceeded  voluminoua 
^jftim  of  Hiftory,  Law,  Phyfick,  Madiematicks,  and  Divi- 
nitv ;  but  the  very  Learning  which  this  kind  of  Writing  fur* 
nimed,  being  fufficient  to  difcover  its  Imperfedtions,  and  ta 
enable  the  Readers  to  fee  that  it  was  contrived  rather  to  circum- 
fcribe,  than  to  extend  his  Views  ;  there  can  be  no  Wonder 
that  it  grew  into  Diicredit,  or  that  afier  being  thoroughly  and 
warmly  expofed.  People  run  by  Degrees  into  the  oppofite  Ex* 
tream,  were  for  banifhing  Syftems,  and  for  contracting  as  much 
as  poffiUe,  fo  as  to  bring  the  Elements  and  firft  Principles  of 
Knowledge  into  a  narrow  Compa(S|  by  which  the  /pAVx  oi 
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ikt  kft  Ag^  were  In  the  Beginning  of  this  reduced  into  Diev- 

^  It  has  been  TifKc  found,  that  this  way  of  Writing  has  alfo  its 
Inocmvcniencies,  dial  thcfe  AbrUgnunts  were  not  always  made 
iH^th  that  exQUjTite  Judgment,  duit  it  required  to  render  them 
uTe&iI;  thatlomelliingsfaUe  or  uncertain  were  retained,  and 
others  of  great  Weight  amd  Importance  omitted;  which 
oLlieed  fuch  as  wm  deflrous  of  being  dioroughly  Mailer  'of 
a  Stff>jeA|  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  larger  Works,  that  had 
been  fo  much  decry'd,  in  order  t^  extra^from  them  fuch  Par- 
ticulars as  were  truly  valuaBle,  and  ferved  to  explain  and  elu- 
cidate riiofe  ffrinoiflcs  of  Le^raing  that  were  obfeure  and  am- 
intefliri^e  Ti^tbout  thenu  For  the  facilitating,  this^  Mea  of 
g^eat  fnduftry,  and  who  had  Time  upon  their  Hands,  began 
to  colled  and  range  tbefe  If^Saa^  in  a  new  Order  $  and  from 
bencearofe  the  modem  Invention  of  Dictionaries,  I  mean 
HOC  fuch  as  fxplain  Wo»^  but  Things,  T^obi  are  noiie  be- 
come vesy  nnmerous.  Tne^  without  doubt,'iare  convenient 
/  Tools  in  the  HSnds  of  able  Workmen ;  but  there  is  one  &f- 
ENCB  which  is  very  important,  indeed  abfolutelv  neceflaryto- 
waiJs  tofMng  the  .Mind  of  an  acoHiq^tflicd  URntltuiiw,  in 
which  neither  ^ComfiniSMtm  nor  the  DiSHonary  can  be  of  any 
ufe  at  alL  *      . ,   ^    ^,   ^    ^ .    ,..    ,.       .   .  ,  ^  ^ 

The  SciENti  I  mean  Is  PbLifr  iH:ks  j-  by  whkU  I  under- 
fiaiyl  a  eomprehenfive  Knowledge  of  the  fundamental  Maxims 
tX'  Polkn  grodhdri  u^oii  cKe  a6bial  ^nd  real'lhtefelb  of  dNb 
fevec^l  ii^irmhents  of  £(n.(ffis  ^  and  this  is  not  only  a  polite 
\l5  Well  as  tifeiBl  rlkii^  of  Learning,  (he  Study  of  which  may  be 
^herefdre  recofttn^iided  ivithouc  Pedantry^  but  is  in  Reality  a 
4Point  of  great  Cdltfeqtience;  becaufe  wi^hilut  this  Knowledge 
'it  will  be  *a  Tlifng  very  difiicolt;  if  not  intpra£ltcab]e,  for^ 
Tpung  Gendeihan  tb  Qualify  fiinjfelf  for  the  Service  of  his 
\U)untrY%  in  the  t>rtfent  Tiaies  more  especially, '.when  .to  bk 
lible  to  have  a  thorough  Ndtiom  «f  the  baer^s.  of  Gre«$ 
yBritaln^  it  is  bot'barely  ex|iediente  but  abiblutely  necefikrytD 
%ave  a  clear-  Infight  into  the  Ctihams  of  4iil  the'  Eurspeatt 
'Powers. 

Thofe  certainly  are  much  in  the  Wrong  who  pretend  to 
treat  this  as  a  MSsfortmns^  And  would  periuade  us,  that  it: 
[Hvould  be  at  lead  much  to  the  >^dvantage,  if  not  for  the  Credit 
of  our  Country,  if  our  Affairs  were  drawn  into  .a  narrower 
Compafi,  and  our  Attention  flri£l]y  confined  tioour  own  Con«- 
cerns^  This  never  was,  indeed  never  can  be  the  Cafe  of  ai 
.  peat,  a  free,  and  a  trading  Nation,  and  more  efpecially  of  a. 
Maritime  Power^  which  is,  and  I  hope  will  ever  be,  the  Cha-^ 


laAoMkbof  die  British  Pboke^  as  k>og  ai  thqr  contintifi 
n  People.  While  we  are  in  diU  Sut^  we  muft  be  refpefbd^ 
couitod,  and^ipidi^d  touponiivKiy  Oocafions  by  Foreigners  $ 
jod  tbereToilt  it  muft  be  as  I  have  fbted  it,  abfolutely  necef&iy 
dot  aC  kaft  fuch.as  maoa^  our  AflFaiit^  and  while  we  coiitinuo 
Id  enjoy  our  Lijkerties^  this  wiU  take  in  a  very  large  Number  j 
AouM  be  thoroughly  converfiuit  with  Foretgn  Intereib,  th|C 
finvrnhpnceonoercaia  Ooc^iqus^  they  .pay  have  a  right  Nc^ 
tion  of  their  oum.  Without  this.they  wiU  be  liable  not  onlv  tp 
be  Qutwifte4  by  their  Enemies,  but  to  be  the  Dnpes  alfo  of  clleir 
AUies  ;  tbey  may  be  drawn  into  Qoanrels  in  wbi^ih  tbey  have  i^ 
Concdrn ;  and  where  they  have  »  Concern  they  may  very  poC* 
£Uy  mtftake  it,  and  engage  very  improperly,  if  not  on  tljfe 
wrong  Side. 

Qm  jtnight  eafily  illjuftrale  this,  by  many  Examples  \  but  per- 
haps that  would  be  an  invidiQU9  Taik,  becaufe  it  would  engage 
a  Man  either  to  efpoufe,  or  to.oppofe  the  e(bihliihed  D9^$ii€ 
of  Purties^  which  is  notonljr  contrary  to  my  own  Inclination, 
but  to. the  very  Defign  of  this  Work,  in  which  I  hope  ^ece 
will  appear  no  Leaning  or  the  (inalleft  Biais  of  that  l^ind  %  for ; 
fud  Doctrines  are  of  .the  Nature  of  Syftems  in  Phyfick,  ar)d 
Philofophy,  tbey  ferve  to  eftabliih  a  popular  Reputation  upoii 
the  Ruins  of  Jufticeand  Truth.  The  great  Bufinefs  in  tl^s 
Cafe,  is  to  diftinguiih  where  Rigfyf  lips,  and  t^en  to.  embrace  it, 
let  itiie  wliere  it  will.  The  >tter  is  npt  .without  its  Difficiil- 
ties  ;  but  the  former  is  embarrailed  with  them  in  a  much  greats 
Deg^ )  for  to  acquire  juft  Sentiments  of  the  political  Views, 
and  real  JntereAs  of  foreign -Nations,  is  no.eafy  Matter,  nor 
au-ethe  Helps*  to  it  readily  fOund. 

It  may  be  expe£ted  that  the  Foundation  of  this  fort  of  Know« 
ledge,  ou^  to  be  hid  from  the  Perufal  of  Books  relatine  to 
the  Conftitutions,  Laws,  and  Government  of  the  refpeSiysi 
Countries,  not  without  an  Infigbt  alio  into  their  Antiquities. 
But  if  we  coniider  firfl  how  laborious  as  well  as  how  tedious  an 
Undertaking  this  would  be ;  and  next  how  very  little  thofe  Men 
arc,  generally  fpeaking,  (killed  in  the  political  iiiterefts  of  their 
refpe&ve  Countries,  who  arc  beft  verfed  in  their  Laws  and  Con- 
fticDtions,  or  deep^  read  in  their  Records  and  Antiquities,  we 
ihall  very  eafdy  difcern,  that  as  this  Method  would  be  in  a  groat 
meafiire  impra£Hcable;  fo  aUowing  it  to  be  never  fo  cafy,  it 
would  ncverthelefs  be  very  wide  of  anfwcring  the  Purpofe.  Yet 
I  am  very  for  from  afferting,  ihat  it  ought  to  be  totally  difre- 
garded ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  if  a  Man  has  Leifurc,  Opportu- 
nity, and  Abilities,  to  look  into  thefe  Things,  he  will  hardly 
have  Occafion  to  complain,  that  his  Tun?  has  b^^tf  mif  fpent, 
•    B  2  ^ 
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t^  that  Nations  are  fo  much  ahered  in  a  longCotiHe  <^  Ages  as 
to  become  cjuite  a  different  fert  of  People  $  for  in  genttal  I 
Mieve  the  contrary  of  this  will  be  found  tniei  and  that  the 
Qimate»  the  Soil,  the  Cuftoms,  and  Examples  of  their  Anceftort» 
love  a  very  ftrbng  EtkEt  upon  moft  Nations ;  but  diis  is  a  nii- 
'lofophical  Rdinement  upon  Politicks,  which  it  requires  a  very 
^ice  Judgment  to  apply,  tho'  by  fuch  it  may  be  fometimes  very 
iiappily  applied  even  in  refpeA  to  modem  TranfiiifUons,  as  ww 
in  the  Cabinet  as  in  the  FiekL 

~  Reading  the  general  Hiftories  of  all  Nations,  but  more 
"ffpedally  tftofe  that  are  moft  in  Efteem,  is  a  readier,  an  eafier^ 
and  a  much  better  Help  than  the  former ;  but  this  miil  be  ufed 
^th  Caution.  It  will  indeed  ferve  to  give  us  tolerable  Notions 
of  great  Events,  diftinguiihed  Chara&ers,  important  Revolu- 
tions, and  their  Confequences.    Biit  we  muft  always  remember, 

•  that  ihe  Hiftonan  has  a  natural,  and  perhaps  a  laudable  Pardalt- 
•ty  for  his  Countiy  5  and  Aat  to  be  dearVy  Mafter  of  the  Truth, 
one  oM0it  to  compare  his  Accounts  with  thofe  diat  are  given 
by  the  Writers  of  other  Nations,  which  is  likewife  a  Work 

;of  much  Labour  and  Fatigued     We  ihould  likewife  refled, 

that  in  general  Hiftories  the  Compafi,  with  refpeA  to  Time 

''and  FaSs,  Is  ib  large,  that  the  Springs  and  Motives,  which 

•  is  what  a  Politician  chiefly  looks  for,  are  feldom  iet  down  ^ 
sand  that  where  they  are,  it  requires  much  Skill  and  great  Cir« 
'  cumfpedKon  to  dtfcem  whedier  they  are  whollv,  or  if  not,  how 
'hf  they  may  be  depended  upon*     i  et  this  Way  has  its  Uies  9 

and  there  is  in  Reality  no  better  Mediod  of  foraiing  a  ridit 
^-  Idea  of  the  Spirit,  Genius,  and  Temper  of  a  Nation,   than  07 

peru{ing  their  Hiftories ;  for  by  knowing  what  a  Nation  has 
*'done  or  fiifteped,  when  that  comes  to  be  me  Point  under  Confi- 

deration,  we  may  beft  judge  what  they  can  atchieve^  or  to  what 
^  Dwee  they  will  bear. 

llie  private  Memoirs  of  aUe  Statcfmen  and  illuftrious  Cap* 
'  tains  is  another  Source  from  v^ence  this  Sort  of  Knowledge,  in 

•  the  Opinion  of  moft  People,  is  likely  to  be  drawn;  yet  here 

•  again  great  Penetration  is  requifite,  and  much  Caution  is  to  be 
'  ufed«     For  Perfof  ts  of  that  Rank  being  fo  deeply  engaged  in  Af* 

feirs  themfdves ,  endeavour  for  the  moft  part  to  reprdent  Things 
'  as  much  as  poffible  in  a  Light  the  moft  fitvourable  for  their  own 
Reputation;  and  if,  upon  particular  Occafions,  theycive  ua 
evident  Marks  of  their  Sincerity,  we  cannot  conclude  from 
thence  that  they  are  always  coiidu£ted  by  the  fame  Spirit ; 
-  for  fometimes  thefe  very  Stk-okes  are  intended  to  furprizc  our 

•  Confidence,   and  to  engage  us  in  an  implicit  Belief  of   all 

•  Aey  fay.  Befides^  even  thefe  great  Men,  being  but  Men,  are 
^ '  liable 
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ItaUe  tQ  be  deceived,  and  conlequendy  nm  deceive  us,  wicfi* 
Otttdefigniflg  it,  which  makes  it  neceflary  for  us  to  get  the  Mtik' 
U^ts  we  can  as  to  the  Temper,  Views,  and  particular  Fosbks 
cf  fiich  Writers.  For  want  of  being  acquainted  with  diefe^ 
wenuiybe  carried  into  a  wrong  Road,  and  bewildered  at  die 
Tcry  Time  when  wc  imagined  we  were  near  our  Journey*sEnd. 
It  is  however  right  to  make  ufe  of  this  Sort  of  Reading,  provided 
we  are  very  attentive,  refleA  upon  what  we  read,  and  fet  up  a. 
Refblution  not  to  be  borne  down  by  the  Credit  of  our  Author  ; 
fince  in  reading  the  Memoirs,  as  well  as  in  converfing  pcrfonally 
with  great  Men,  we  are  naturally  apt  to  receive  Impreffions  from 
them,  which  we  cannot  eafily  ihake  off;  and  the  greater  their 
Abilities,  the  greater  our  Danger  is  in  this  RefpeA,  an  Afcen«» 
dency  once  eftablifhed  being  very  hardly  if  ever  fluken  ofF,  by 
the  moft  vigorous  Underftandinp* 

The  PenifiJ  of  Polemical  Writings  upon  Points  of  high  Con-  ♦ 
iequence,  is  another,  and  indeed  a  very  confiderable  Hdp,  more 
efpecially,  if  die  Controverfy  be  between  Nations ;  for  then  not 
only  tbe  ableft. Writers  are  ufually  employed  on  both  Sides,  but 
we  are  pretty  fure  of  having  the  Truth  infomeMeafureftruck 
out  between  them.  Thus  in  the  Writings  of  Sblden  and. 
GnoTiirs,  we  fee  almoft  all  that  can  be  laid  upon  that  famous 
Queftion  oftbt  Dormnim  of^e  Sia ;  in  the  Pieces  publiihed  up- 
on the  late  French  King's  claiming,  in  Right  of  his  Queen,  the 
moft  valw^le  Provinces  in  the  Law-Cowttriesj  and  the  Anfwers 
to  tfacm,  the  Dofirine  as  to  Succeffem  and  Renunciations  is  fully 
explained ;  and  the  Paper-War  between  the  late  Czar  and  hia 
Rival  Charles  XI[.  let  us  into  many  Secrets  that  otherwife 
wouM  never  have  been  known.  All  Colle£Uons  therefore  of 
this  Kind,  are  highly  valuable ;  and  provided  we  can  but  pre- 
ierveafteady  Attention,  and  are  iecure  of  our  own  Impartiality, 
we  have  a  very  fiiir  Opportunity  of  reaping  much  Improvement 
by  this  Sort  of  Study.  In  Domeftick  Difputes  between  Fa£tions 
it  is  quite  otherwiie  \  for  very  often  tbe  Cafe  is  mifreprefented 
alike  by  both  Parties ;  and  tho'  we  are  ever  fo  well  verted  in  the 
C$ntrcoer/f,  it  is  a  verj^  great  Chance,  whether  we  ever  get  Sight 
of  the  Trmb^  at  leaft  if  we  have  not  a  Hint  of  it  fome  other 
Wav. 

Gazettes  and  New-Papers,  in  rcfpcft  to  the  Story  of 
prelent  Times,  are  not  to  be  neglefled ;  it  is  true  they  are  but 
indifferent  Evidence,  but  geneially  fpodcing  they  are  all  tht 
Evidence  we  have,  and  wi£  much  Attention  and  a  rcafonable 
Degree  of  Sagacity,  we  may  difcover  Truth  from  Falfliood,  evei^ 
in  them.  Iiraeed  it  is  chi^y  with  r^rd  to  the  Uies  that  are 
Co  be  nude  of  tbcfe,  that  the  enfuing  Work  was  compoGM!;  for 
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b)r  having  a  general  Knowledge  of  the  Syftcm  of  Afhixs  in  Eu^ 
ropiy  aiid  of  the  political  VieWs  and  Interefts  of  the  particular 
Kingdoms  and  States  therein,  we  may  be  enaUed  to  make  a 
right  Application  of  that  Kind  of  Reading,  and  to  form  ajuft 
Notion  of  what  is  paffing  in  the  World,  notwithftanding  the 
piiguifes  under  which  Faos  appear  in  fome  Papers  ^  and  which 
is  a  commoner  Cafe,  the  Incorre£bie6  with  which,  for  want 
of  having  proper  Lights,  diev  are  related  in  others*  Almoft  eve« 
ry  Country  in  Ettropeht^  its  t>AZ£TT£,  or  Paper  by  Diredion, 
in  which  we  are  fure  to  find  every  thing  fet.  forth  with  fuch 
Colourings  as  may  beft  futt  the  In&erefts  of  that  Power  from 
which  the  P^pet  derives  its  Authority.  The  Paris  Gaz£TTB» 
for  Inftance,  has  been  very  well  chua<3sertaed  by  a  Writer  of 
that  Nation,  that  it  is  the  beft  written^  and  the  Uaft  read  of  any 
in  Europe.  The  Language  is  verjrcorredl  and  pure,  the  Fa£is 
are  well  told,  and  ranj^d  in  their  proper  Order  \  but  we  may 
be  fure  that  nothing  fuids  a  Place  there  injurious  to  the  Inte- 
reft,  or  repugnant  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  French  Miniftry. 
We  may  fometimes  learn  from  it  Thiogs  of  Confequence,  with 
regard  to  other  Countries ;  but  as  to  thofe  ^  France^  nothing, 
appears  but  the  News  of  the  Crarr/,  without  either  Reafoning 
or  Refle£Hon.  The  latter  Patt  of  this  Chara&er  belongs  to 
moft  other  Gazettes  by  Authority;  that  is  to  fay ,  we  can 
depend  upon  nothing  in.  them  but  the  Dates  and  Fa^  ZK>r 
upon  the  Circumfbmces  of  the  latter,  if  they  are  of  any  Im« 
portance}  but  by  the  Comparifon  of  thefe  (jaxettss  with 
each  other,  and  a  due  Atfsntion  to  the  Partiality  of  each,  we 
may,  generally  fpeaking,  colled  ^  Truth,  Inrefpedtoother 
Papers  of  Intelligence,  a  vbry  (hort  Acquaintance  with  them 
will  let  us  into  the  Charader,  Spirit,  and  Views  of  their  Wri- 
ters \  and  from  thence  we  are  to  jvdge  of  the  Credit  due  to  their 
refpcf^ive  Relations. 

To  facilitate  this  critical  Kind  of  Reading,  by  which  alone 
we  can  be  enabled  to  judge  of  what  pafles  in  tntr  nvn  Times^ 
and  what  Alterations  happen  in  the  Power,  the  Influence,  the 
Connexion,  the  Intere^  and  the  Views  of  the  feveral 
States  of  Europe,   we  muft  conftantly  keep  in  Mind  the 

?neral  Scheme,  and  the  paticular  Plan  before  mentioned, 
o  furnifli  the  Reader  with  which,  is  the  fimple  and  fole 
Defign  of  the  following  Sheets,  in  which  they  are  as  iairly 
and  as  fuccin£liy  fet  down  as  poffiUe.  One  muft  however  al- 
low, that  general  CaUeHiom  ofTreatieSf  and  a  Tin&uri  of  the  Law 
of  Notions^  which  may  be  coUeded  from  Grotius  and 
PuFFENDORF,  and  a  general  Notion  of  the  Ge^gr^pky  and 
Hijlorj  of  Countries,  are  alfo  ncccffary  \  but  thefe  making  al« 

waya 
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fotosdna&ynmi^Bndby  ao  Means  undejtaketp  by  within  fp^ 
flairowaCoiiipa&;  vbat  W^  bave'to  offer  is  acceSory  only  i, 
and  thb  it  was  neoeflary  V>  premife,  tbat  Thinga  might  not  De* 
Uken  ift  a  wnuRg  Lights  or  more  be  expend  froni  tne  follow-' 
ng  TnadJe  than  it  was  evfic  imw^ed  to  contain.    It  is  infinite^: 
ly  better  to  keq>  our  Ptoa^os  within  BouQ,<k  and  to  perform 
thorn  ikfiBdyj  than  to  endeavour  (o  la^fe  van  £xpe(£lations  in^ 
fbe  Reader;  and  then  fruftiate  tboie  very  £xpe£btiom  we  havc^ 
been  at  (6  much  Pains  to  mft*    Arts  like  thefe  are  ibmetime$ 
ufsd,  ia  order  to  make  Way  for  Sequels  or  fecond  Parts,  which 
snot  at  aU  in  our  Infientioi},  as  th^  flow  from  the  Vanity  of. 
a  Writer,  whofe  AflFe£iion  (or  his  own  Abilities  magnifies  to^ 
kiml^  alone,  the  Merits  of  hi?  Performance ;  and  ofthis  too 
it  is  hoped,  that  nothing  will  ^pear  in  this  Treatlie,  fince  we. 
ace  ec^uaUy  fenfible  of  the  Difliculty  of  the  Taik,  and  of  our  owa 
Defiaencaes;  but  to  break  (he  ke,  ^nd  to  give  an  Opening  to 
what  nuiy  bp  made  ufeful  and  valuable,  oitght  to  ^and  us  in 
iMne  Stead  with  the  Puhlick,  and  defend  from  Cenfure  what 
was  never  >mcant  to  acauire  Applaufe.    The  being  fcrviceable  to 
Mankind  gives  iniinitdy  more  Satis&£lion  to  an  honeft  Mind 
than  either  Admiration  or  Pxaife* 

To  iet  this  Matter  in  a  ftiU  clearer  light,  it  may  not  be 
amiis  hoiieirer  to  obfervet  sixU  there  is  a  wide  Difference  be- 
tween a  Geographical  Oefcription,  or  an  JtSftorical  Account  of 
a  Country,  and  a  Political  View  of  its  State  and  Inter ejis.    Tfic 
latter  cannot  indficd  bp  kno.wQ,  without  having  fome  Idea  of  the 
feimer  ;  but  this  may  be  brought  within  much  narrower  Limits 
than  is  commonly  imagingd.  .  Tlve  Manner  at  prefent  in  Ufe 
for  conveying  the  Principles  of  tfaeie  Sciences,  is  much  more  ex- 
panded, and  confequently  more  tedious  and  troublefome  than 
bneceflary;  and  niay  very  wdl  be  reckoned' one  of  the  c^i&f 
Caufep,  why  fo  few  apply  themfdves  to  the  Study  of  them  with 
.that  Steadinefs  and  Attention,  v^ich  is  requifite  to  become 
Maflesofwfaat  is  practicable  and  ufeful ;  that  is,  what  every 
Day's  Occasions  call  for,,^d  which  may  be  as  (peedily  applief. 
But  it  is  one  Thing. to  endeavour  the  fetting  thefe  Matters  (jj 
fuch  aLight  as  is  requifite  for  thofe  who  are  wholly  unacquaintQ^ 
with  them,  and  quite  another  to  range  the  Heads  reciuifite  t9 
fuch  a  PaHiical  Introdu^Uon.  in  their  natural  Order,  fo  as  to  re- 
freih  thq  Memories  of  fuch  as  are  already  acquainted  with  then^ 
and  enable  the  Reader .  to  conneA  Events  with  each  other,  aiid 
with  the  general  Syfiem  of  Thing,  in  the  gradu^  Progrefs  ijf 
his  own  uiquiries  an4  curferary  Obfervations  on  tlie  Courfc  of 
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In  order  to  make  the  general  Method  of  diuDticoulfecwidenb 
is  wdlas  the  Dependence  of  its  Parts  upon  cadi  other,  it  it 
requifite  that  we  ihould  acquaint  our  Readen  with  the  Rules  ob« 
ierved  therein*  In  the  iirft  Place  then,  we  take  Notice  of  thofe 
principal  and  leading  Parts  in  Policy,  that  are^  as  it  were» 
the  Keys  by  which  Men  of  Penetration  unlock  the  Cabinets  of 
Princes,  difcover  the  true  Maxims  of  their  Politicks,  and  thro* 
the  Varnifh  of  outward  Colourings  pierce  into  their  moft  fecret 
Refolutions,  and  diftinguifh  their  pretended  from  their  real 
Views.  We  proceed  next  to  the  General  State e/EuViOTii^  and 
give,  as  near  as  we  can,  a  dear  and  concife  Detail  of  the  rela« 
tive  Force  of  its  (everal  Parts,  of  the  Ties  by  which  fome  of 
thefe  are  united  one  to  another,  of  the  complicated  Poweiv 
arifingfrom  thence,  with  the  Proportion  between  them,  and 
whatever  dfermrds  the  Title  of  the  Chapter,  and  extends  to 
the  Powers  of  Europey  coUe^vdy  coi^idered.  The  Way  be* 
ing  thus  paved  for  fetting  out  the  prefent  State  and  particular 
Interefts  of  its  feveral  Powers  refpe£lively,  we  begin  with  the 
Northern  Potentates,  and  proceeding  in  the  plaineft  and  moft 
natural  Manner  poffible,  we  fpeak  of  each  Kingdom  and  States 
its  Forces,  Intareft,  and  Maxims,  as  they  ftood  upon  the  Con^ 
dufion  of  the  late  Treaty,  by  which  die  Peace  of  £uaoPfi  has 
been  fo  far  reftored,  as  to  enable  the  judicious  Reader  to  gain  a 
rational  ProfpeA  of  what  may  enfue  during  the  iem«ning  Pait 
of  the  prefent  Century. 


CHAP.    L 

Of   the    XJniverfal   Principks    of  Policy,    tfr 
General  Interefts  of  every  Government. 

IT  is  a  juft  and  fenfiUe  Remark  of  a  great  Sfam/b  Writer, 
that  ^<  as  the  Motives  of  Submiffion  are  the  iame  in  all  So- 
*<  cieties  whatever,  fo  from  dicncc  certain  Principles  arife, 
^  from  the  various  Combinations  of  which,  according  to  the 
•*  Nature  of  Times  and  Tempers  rf  Men,  different  Syf- 
^  tcms  of  Rule,  and  various  Methods  of  adminiftring  thde 
^*  Syftems,  become  neceflary,  or  at  Icaft  earoedicnt."  If,  there- 
fore,  we  are  well  acquainted  with  thefe,  and  accuftom  ourlelves 
to  refleA  on  the  Manner  in  which  they  have  been  or  may  be 
combined^whatat  firft  Sight,  for  Want  of  diis  Confideratiorr, 

appeaw 
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Ifpeus  myAerioita  and  inexplicable,  becomes  by  Degrees  intel- 
l^ble  and  £usuHar.  It  is  the  Notion  that  the  governing  Part 
tf  any  Community  has  of  this  kind  of  Science,  that  in  one 
Senfe  is  properly  ftikd  Interest,  and  in  this  Senfe  it  is  that 
an  illuftrious  and  able  French  Politician  (ays  truly,  and  iH^itfa. 
Spirit,  that  Kings  govern  Nations,  and  Intereft  governs 
\ :  Lis  Primes  commandent  aux  PeupUsj  &  PIntere/i  com* 
r  aux  Princes. 

According  to  the  Form  of  Government  that  prevails,  this 
JMrxJmisto  beunderftood.  Inabfolute  Governments,  if  the 
Mooaidi  has  real  Abilities,  his  Senfe  of  publick  Affairs  is  the 
hUr^  of  ,the  Body  Politick,  of  which  be  is  the  Head;  and 
if  he  wants  Abilities,  it  is,  generally  fpeaking,  the  Sentiment 
of  hb  Prime  Minifter  that  occupies  that  Place.  In  limited 
Governments,  Intereft  depends  upon  the  Notions  of  thoie, 
who  according  to  t)^  Conftitution  are  vefted  with  fuprem^ 
Power ;  and  in  (iich  Governments  their  Notions  may  be  very 
cafily  known,  becauie  their  firil  Maxim  is,  that  wnat  is  for 
the  general  Benefit  fhould  be  generally  underftood.  In  Arif* 
iKraUe  States,  or  CommonweaKhs  governed  by  the  Nobility, 
dieir  Senfe  of  Things  is  looked  upon  as  the  Publici  Intereft. 
In  free  States  s^n,  where  the  People,  or  all  who  have  a  cer- 
tain Deg;ree  of  Property,  are  confidered  as  the  fupreme  Power, 
die  Gemus of  the  Nation,  by  which  I  mean  their  general  Tem- 
per and  Difpofition,  is  the  Index  that  points  out  their  Intereft. 
The  firft  Thing  dierefore  that  is  requifite  to  be  underftood 
in  prafticaL  PoSticks,  is  the  true  State  of  the  Government 
fubfiftine  in  any  Countrv.  I  fay  the  true  State;  for  the  exte« 
mx  and  nominal  Connitution  is  to  be  found  in  every  Com* 
pendium  of  Geography  or  Hiflory.  But  if  an  arbitrary  Mo- 
naidi  confides  in  a  yunto^  his  Government  is,  in  effe^  an 
Ariftecraey.  If  a  limited  Prince  either  governs,  or  is  governed 
by  the  Heads  of  a  Party^  the  Conftitution  b^omes  from  that 
Moment  an  Oligarchs  \  and  this  is  alfo  the  Condition  of  a  Pe^ 
pilar  State^  where  by  anv  fudden  Revolution,  or  by  the  gra- 
dual working  of  a  de^-laid  Intrigue^  the  like  Qiange  is  brought 
about 

But  this  is  to  be  confidered  only  as  the  accidental  Intereft  of 
any  Country  j  for  befides  this,  ttiere  is  a  reel  Intereft  which 
ariies  from  the  Principles  before  mentioned  ;  and  the  wife  or 
weak,  the  good  or  ill,  the  fteady  or  fluduating  Adminiftra- 
tion  in  evenr  Government,  is  owing  to  the  Harmony  or  the 
Oppofition  between  its  a&ual  and  its  real  Jnterefls.  The  for- 
mer we  bare  ibewn  is  no  otberwife  iq  be  difcQvered  than  by  Ir\» 
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fbrmadon,  as  to  the  Ibnds  in  wfaidi  Pover  it  intrttfledi 
and  this  may  be  derived  cither  from  Intelligence  from  thofe  who 
have  Hved  longitnder»  or  hadan  Opportunity  to  be  well  acquaiiit* 
ed  withy  an^  Government  j  or  it  may  be  uie  Fruit  of  Obfenrm'- 
tion.  For  if  we  confider  the  ConduA  of  any  Nation)  in  refpoft 
to  a  few  capital  Points,  and  compare  it  with  the  teal  Intucft 
of  that  Nation,  we  fhall  very  4>eedily,  and  with  great  Certainty, 
difcern  the  true  Spirit  of  its  Government  And  diis  in  moft 
Cafes  will  be  found  the  iafeft  Way  of  judging,  or  at  leaft  it  will 
enable  us  to  cone&  the  other  Mode  of  Information,  by  ihewing 
vs  what  Part  of  our  lotelligcnce  is  worthy  of  Credit,  and  wbat 
ought  to  be  rejedcd,  let  it  come  from  what  Authority  it  wiJL 
We  know  this  is  an  infallible  Maxim,  Xi  Jball  jtu^e  by  fbeir 
Frttits. 

But  we  come  now  to  the  grest  Point  of  all,  which  is  that  of 
fepaiating  and  diftinguifliing  the  Principles  upon  which  the 
real  Interefts  of  all  Nations  are  founded ;  and  this,  as  in  the 
other  Art  of  decyphcring,  depends  upon  five  mat  Points, 
which  may  be  metaphorically  filled  PoUticdi  T^nveb.  Of 
each  of  tbefe  in  their  Order  we  will  fpeak  as  fucdn^ly  as 
poffible,  becaufc  we  are  aware,  that  to  fome  Readers  this  Part 
of  tbe  Work  may  feem  tedious,  which  is  common  to  the  ele* 
mentary  Parts  ol  all  Sciences ;  and  yet  without  due  Attention 
to  them,  no  Bnuich  of  Learning  can  be  fully  or  thoroughly  un- 
derflbod.  To  thefe  there  is  a  frequent  Neceffity  of  having 
recourfe;  jand  no  Man  is  ever  Maftcr  of  any  Kind  of  Study, 
till  he  feels  the  Advantage,  and  is  fully  (atisfied  as  to  the  Ufe  of 
its  fundamental  Ptinci^es.  For  then,  to  refume  the  former 
Comparifon,  he  firft  fpells  with  liftle  Tioidde,  and  at  length 
leads  fluently  and  without  Hefitation,  what  one  would  have 
thought  him  an  Oidifus^  who  fhould  have  been  able  to  un«- 
riddle. 

The  firft  Principle  tending  to  demonftrate  the  ntd  Inttreft 
of  a  People,  is  their  Religion  ;  for  that  will  always  have  its 
Weight.  It  is  true,  that  the  Reality  and  Importance  'of  this 
appeaued  ftronger  in  the  laft  Age  than  in  the  prefent,  when 
perhaps  there  was  a  fincerer  iSenfe  of  it  in  moft  Countries ; 
but  it  is'  fiill  of  Confeqiience  enough  to  maintain  its  Poft.  For 
how  moderate  foever  Men  may  be  in  their  Piofeffions,  how 
lukewarm  ibever  in  their  Pra6lices,  yet  either  from  Principle, 
-from  worldly  Motives,  or  from  Cuftom,  they  will  have  a  Rea- 
dinefs  to  unite  with  fiich  as  declare  themfelves  of  the  iame 
Relief,  and  an  Es^crneis  in  oppofing  thofe  who  differ  from 
them.     In  ihort,  IniEKielt  Bigot,  and  Heretick,   reouin  ftill 
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Terms  of  Enmity  i  and  though  they  have  not  the  feme  Strength: 
as  heretofore,  e^ch  of  them  has  yet  its  Meaning,  and  carries  a. 
large  Proportion  of  Refentmeitt  with  ir. 

Next  to  Kelipon^  the  natural  Grounds  of  Pricndfliip,  AIR- 
ances,  or  Amity,  is  a  leading  Princijde.  In  Monarchies  this- 
tbjnetimes  arifes  from  Nations  being  governed  by  the  fame  Fa- 
nuly.  As  forlnftance,  \n  France^  Spain^  2X\i  Naples^  we  have 
ieen,  and  in  all  I^obability  we  fliall  fee,  that  this  has  a  mat 
Effe^ ;  and  that  the  Meafures  of  the  Head  of  the  Houfe  will  be, 
generally  fpeaking,  acquielced  in  by  all  its  Branches.  Some* 
times  it  arUes  from  Intermarriages  ;  but  very  little  Strefi  is  to 
Be  laid  upon  this,  where  the  Princes  are  equal,  but  a  very  mat 
Weight  where  it  is  otherwife.  For  a  great  King,  or  his  Heir 
apparent,  marrying  a  Princefs,  Daughter  to  an  inferior  Prince^ 
attaches  the  latter  to  his  Intereft  :  Ahd  this  without  Doubt  ,wa» 
the  Motive  to  a  late  Match,  that  need  not  be  mentioned. 
Sometimes  it  proceeds  from  an  Identity  of  Interefts,  as  between 
the  Maritime  Powers,  whom  RdpeCTto  mutual  Safety  keeps 
clofely  united.  At  other  times  it  arifes  from  having  like  Views ; 
whlcn  was  formerly  the  Cafe  between  Sweden  and  Franeey  an4 
has  been  of  late  Aat  oi  France  dnA  another  Power,  as  in  Reafon 
it  ought  to  be  between  the  .Emprefs  ^een  and  the  King  of 
Sardinia.  There  is  alfo  a  Kind  of  Connedlion  that  ipringi 
from  the  Similarity  of  Government  j  whence  we  fomctimes 
hear  of  the  common  Caufe  of  Kings,  and  the  joint  Intereft 
of  Republicks  i  but  this  feems  rather  for  a  Colour  than  a  Prin« 
ciple. 

The  /Air  J  general  Head  is,  that  of  Situation.  Our  own  is  t 
pregnant  Inftance  of  this  ;  a  great  Part  of  our  Pollridcs  are,  or 
at  Icaft  ought  to  be,  dictated  to  us  from  our  Pofition  as  an  IJJand^ 
which  mM:es  a  martial  Spirit  univerfally  difFufcd  amongft  our 
People,  and  a  great  maritime  Force,  our  natural  Strength  ;  as 
Commerce,  not  Conqueft,  is  our  true  Principle  of  Acquifition^ 
As  to  the  Effeds  of  Situation  upon  the  Continent,  they  will  bQ 
naturally  explained  in  that  Part  of  the  following  Work,  where 
we  fpeak  of  the  Balauces  of  Powers  I  mean  of  the  Inferior  Ba-« 
lances  which  arife  chiefly  from  Vicinity,  and  that  Neceffity 
which  weaker  Neighbours  feel  of  living  in  Union,  to  prevent 
their  being  opprefJed  or  (wallowed  up  by  fomc  fuperior  rower, 
that  can  be  only  kept  in  Awe  by  fiich  an  Union. 

The  relative  State  of  a  Nation  is  the  fourth  Principle,  by 
which  is  meant  its  being  in  a  better  or  a  worfe  Condition  than 
formerly.  For  if  any  People  are  fluibcd  with  Succefe  in  Wtr^ 
in  Commerce,  or  from  the  Change  ot  their  Government  to  a 
loilder  from  a  fcvcrcr  Forms    their  Courage  natmally  rii^^ 

their 


t«fpeft-t&  Aft9)  Arms,  and  Tiadc^  hfnmj^  Urn  mdft  can* 

iiderable  Portion  of  the  Gldfac 

After  letding  this  Point,  it  is  natural  to  delcend  to  tfaofe 

Sieral  Heads,  whence  the  Onndeur,  and,  which  is  of  no  kft 
nfecjuend*)  ilie  Stability  df  the  K^vcmmentof  £«ra^arile, 
•and  on  which  the  Power  and  fafetjrcf  its  fevcral  i4rts  de- 
-pend ;  wMch,  that  we  may  not  midtiply  Inch  Articles  beyond 
wbett  iS  fvetcfBsry^  VK  ftwulccnfine  to  theoe  Heads,  vix.  Rt- 
-tjgioh,  Trade,  and  the  Unioii  of  Pditical  Inteiefts ;  and 
when  we  have  treated  parttoulaftly.of  tfaefe,  ikt  general  Sute  of 
Btirdpe  may  be  thoroughly  and  pevfafiiy  uiuteiAood,  and  a 
right  Judgoient  formed  of  the  fi^iews  and  .Focceoftthe  federal 
Parties  therein,  and  of  the  Nature  of  thofeControveriies  whidi 

*  from  Tkne-to  Time  arife  aitton^  then,  .and  tvbioh,  as  Eitpe- 
rienceWill'lhew,  may  te^eaflyTefenMtaOncbrodier  of  dide 
fiubjtrfb.  ♦• 

'  To  begin  then  with  Religion :  Tiio*  it  is  true  that  there  are 
fbme  Pagoftt  in  the  Sttf$difi^  tsA  Mufaniu  L^fknd^  a  vail 
Multitude  ^f  Jfivs  fcattered  (ihrough  abxioft  every  Countty^ 
and  that  the  Afahdmmedan  ^Kdipon  has  the&usQioh  of 'puUick 
Authority,  in  the  Grand  Seignior's  Domintom;  yet  the  pre- 
vailing Reli^onis  Chnfliahity,  divided  indeed  into  a  gveat 
Number  of  t$e£h,  but  felling  under  the  three  following  capital 
Diftindions  i  vm.  Chriftians^of  the  Grui,  Ciurth,  Chriftialis 
in  Communion  with  the  Church  of  RofUj  and  Ptoteflancs. 
I  muil  confeis  it  has  always  (appeared  to  me  in  the  Light  of 
the  moft  difficult  Taflc,  to  fettle  the  Weight  and  Proportion 

*  of  thcfe  different  Intercifts  y  and  yet  this  is  a  Point  that  ought 
not  to  be  hurtied  over  9   becaufe  the  fupporting,  promotiiig, 

*  and  extendini!:  their  feveral  religious  Syftents,  n>akts  a  great 
Part  of  the  Sufmefs,  and  is  arprincipal  Point  in  the  Policy  i>f 

*  moft  of  the  European  Powers;  and  without  a  competent  Un- 
'  derftanding  of  the  Queftion  I  propofed,  as  >toAe  Strength  or 

Weight  of  each  Party,  the  State  of  Europe  can  never  'be 
thoroughly  or  ju(Hy  uncferftood;  and  therefore  «how  thorny  or 
perplexed  foever  this  Point  may  be,  it  is  incumbent  upon  itte 
to  difcufe  it. 

As  to  the  Chriftians  of  the  <?r/tfi  Church,  Acy  have  for 
their  Head  whoever  wears  the  Imperial  Diadem  d  Ruffia :  The 
Princes  of  Moldavia  and  fVallaihia  are  alfo  of  this  Religion^ 
and  (o  are  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Chriftians  fubjed  to  the 
Grand  -Seignior,  befides  Multitudes  that  are  fcattered  through 
Hungary^  Poland^  Trafrjyhantay  and  fome  Parts  of  Germany. 
On  the  wholo,  after  the  ftri^eft  Computation,  and  moft 
matare  Rcflc<lion,  1  am  apt  tp  believe  that  the  People  of  this 
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^€ffuafiofi  are  at  leaft  eqtial  in  Number  fo  the .  Fapifts.  IF  tmf 
one  (hould  object,  that  there  are  many  great  Kiogdoms^  the  In- 
habitants  of  which  are  in  Communion  with  the  Church  of 
Home :  I  muft  reply,  that  the  Extent  of  their  Dominioos  takea 
together,  is  not  fnore  than  half  c^  the  Territories  pofleiled  bf 
the  Czarina  in  Europe  only ;  and  thou^  k  be  true,  that  tho4 
are  thinly  inhabited,  and  that  her  JSi^^  Majefly's  Subiedb  axe 
of  all  Reli^ns^  yet  furely  the  Greek  Oiriilians  under  the  Yoke 
of  the  Turk^  if  they  were  removed  into  her  Countfies,  would  g9 
near  to  render  her  £mpire  as  populous  as  any  of  ihe  Kingdoms 
governed  by  Popifh  Princes. 

I  might  add  fome  other  Conllderations  upon  this  Subjed^ 
fuch  as,  that  we  are  leis  acquainted  with  the  Countries  inhabit- 
ed by  the  Chriftians  of  the  Greek  Church,  than  with  thofe  in* 
habited  be  Paplfts,  which  may  render  us  lefs  capable  Judges  ef 
this  QvbeJtlon.  But  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing, .  when  ftri£Uy 
toniidered,  will  overcome  all  thefe  Prejudtces,  and  conveit 
every  competent  Judge  to  my  Opinion.  The  Importance  of 
this  Enquiry  will  ne  the  better  underilood,  if  we  reflet  a  little 
on  the  Difputes  that  fo  frequently  happen  between  the  Rujfuam 
and  Turks.  The  former  are  certainly  by  much  the  moft  dan* 
gerous  Enemies  that  the  OtUman  Empire  hath  to  fear,  becau£: 
the  bed  Part  of  its  CAf^/^  Subjefls  are  natur4l|v,  inclined  t9 
&tRuj}mm^  whereas  they  are. much  better  pleafcd  to  live  un« 
derthe  Power  of  the  T$irk$  than  to  fall  under  that  of  the-A- 
^/feijifi,  merely  becaufe  the  latter  are  Papifts,  which  implio  n 
Diipofition  to  perfecute,  reftrained  by"  nothing  but  the  Vicinity 
of  feformidahle  a  Power  as  the  Turk  j  but  when  the  domeftick 
Afiairs  of  the  Mufiovites  zre  oncQ  fettled,  and  the  Houfe  ot  Hoi- 
fietn  in  peaceable  Poffeflion  of  the  Imperial  Throne,  as  well«s  df 
that  of  Sweden^  it  is  very  eafy  tp  difcern  the  firft  fair  Opportunidr 
"that  offers  will  endanger  theFall  of  the  Turkijh  Empire,  or  at  leaft 
the  Lofi  of  her  Dominions  in  Europe^  chiefly  from  the  Crown 
of  Ruffu^s  being  confidered  as  the  Remnant  of  the  old  Conjlan^ 
tirwpQUtan  Empire,  and  the  ancient  and  natural  Head  of  the 
^r^A^  Church.  .^ 

We  come  now  to  examine  the  Strength  and  Power  of  the 
Romanifis^  which  is  certainly  very  great,  and  .the  common 
'Opinion  is,  that  it  daily  gains  Ground.  If  there  be  any  Truth 
in  this,  it  miift  be  principally  owing  to  their  having  a  vifibic 
Head,  Imeanthe  Pope,  cloathed  with  that  Sort'  of  Authorit}^, 
which  is  fitted  to  fupport  and  extend  the  Tenets  of  Religion* 
The  Reformation,  though  it  has  much  weakened  the  Spiritual 
Power  and  temporal  Strength  of  the  Holy  Father,  has,   not- 
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withilandiiiff,  &rni0ied  him  with  many  Advants^  of  anothtr 
lind ;  or  huher  the  Policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome  bath  turndl 
.the  Views  of  Proteftants  to  her  own  Advantage,  by  aiFe£ting  a 
paternal  Gu-e  for  the  Princes  and  States  of  her  Communion,  af- 
fifting  the  Authority  of  the  State  in  Times  of  Peace,  and  in- 
tcrpofing  her  Authority  as  a  common  Mediator  whenever  Wars 
break  out  amongft  them.  This  is  certainly  a  Benefit  to  them  i 
and  from  their  being  convinced  of  this,  fprings  the  Reipe£l 
paid  to  his  Holineis  by  the  wifeft  Adminiftrations  in  all  Popiih 
Countries.  It  is  from  the  lame  Principles  that  the  Propa|ation 
of  the  Popifli  Religion  is  looked  on  by  them  as  the  higheft 
Point  of  Policy,  from  which  they  are  fure  nev«r  to  depart  ; 
and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  they  have  made,  and 
continue  ftill  very  likely  to  make,  confiderable  Acquifitions* 

It  may  bclook'd  uponhowever as  aThing  certain,  thatnotwith- 
Handing  all  the  Endeavours  that  have  been  ufed,  during  the  laft 
two  Centuries,  to  weaken  ihcProtcftant  Intereft,  it  is  ftill  very 
confiderable,  very  able  to  fupport  itfelf againft  the  force,  at  leaft^ 
ifnot  the  Frauds,  of  allits  Enemies  %  neither,  after  all,  is  it  (b 
much  weakened  as  fome  out  of  Fear,  and  others  from  worfc  In- 
tentions, have  afferted  ;  for  we  are  to  confider,  that  the  Coun- 
tries in  which  the  Reformed  Religion  is  profeffed,  are  moft  of 
them  veiy  populous,  carry  on  a  great  Trade,  and  have  many 
Colonies,'  hv  which  means  they  propagate  their  religious  Senti- 
ments almou  without  attending  to  It. 

We  muft  confefs  however,  that  the  Want  of  a  Head,  the  dil^ 
claiming  the  Dodlrine  of  Perfecution,  and  the  maintaining  the 
oppofite  Sentiment  of  the  Right  of  private  Judgment,  are  great 
Difadvantages  to  the  Proteftant  Caufe,  conuder'd  in  a  political 
Light.  We  are  the  more  fenfible  of  diis  of  late  Years,  becaufc 
the  Zeal  and  Spirit  which  formerly  appeared  in  feveral  Princet 
and  States  for  the  Support  and  Encouragement  of  Religion,  is  in 
a  manner  loft  from  the  prevailing  of  a  Spirit  of  Licentiou(he(s^ 
not  more  dangerous  to  the  Concerns  of  the  Church  than  of  the' 
State,  which,  by  Degrees,  may  revive  the  old  Spirit,  cfpecially 
1^  the  Encroachments  of  Popery  become  more  and  more  vifible* 
The  famous  GuJIavus  Adolphusy  King  of  Swidert^  owed  all  his 
Power  and  Grandeur  to  his  afluming  the  Character  of  Prote£i9r 
0fthe  ProteJIant  Intereft  in  Germany ;  and  when  he  comes  tho- 
roughly to  confider  his  Situation^  there  is  great  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  prefent  King  of  Prujfia  will  fix  alfo  on  thatCha- 
ra£^er  at  laft,  as  the  moft  proper  to  preferve  the  Dominions  and 
Power  he  has  already  obtained,  as  well  as  to  extend  them  ; 
and  while  the  Protcftant  Intereft  is  efFeftually  fccurcd  in  Ger-^ 

many^ 
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many  it  is  certain  that  it  never  can  decline  in  other  Parti 
diir^.  WelhaD  next  enter  into  a  fhort  Compariron  of 
the  Weight  of  thefe  two  Interefis,  and  then  proceed  to  another 
SiibjefiL 

In  compiitii^  tlie  Strength  of  the  Pitpijlsy  it  is  ufual  atid 
indeed  proper  to  reckon  the  Emperor  tirft,  becauie  he  prcip 
cedes  all  the  Princes  of  that  Conununion,  and  adds  fomewhait 
to  die  Credit  of  this  Relt^on  by  his  Audioritjr  in  Germany  : 
Tec  having,  few  or  no  SubjeAs  as  a  Monarch,  he  oi^tjnot  to 
be  confidered  as  havin&^in  this  rtfpeft,  any  weiffht'companible 
to  the  krfhr  Title  ofXmperw  of  Genmn^y  taoLCrfLmg  of  the 
Xmrnti.  The  neitPomih  Power  is />'tfsc#,thm^/wnl^  and 
Pafafeii  though  the  Kine  of  Polan^i  jftt^^pMn  Dominions 
are  inore  extended  than  Sfain  and  PtrtugSt  tatei  together. 
After  them  follow  die  King  eSSm-Sniit,  d^  P^y  the  Rincet 
and  States  diltafyy  with  fuch  of  the  Swifs  Cantpns  as  ai«  f^pifb  % 
and  this  brings  us  bade  again  to  Gemmr^y  where  we  find  all 
the  Dominions  of  die  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bobemay  to* 
eedier  with  die  Electors  Bavarian  and  Paktinty  besides  the 
^iritnal  Eleflors,  and  other  Princes  and  States  of  the  lame  Comr 
munion. 

Of  the  Proteftant  Powers  WE  are  widiout  Doubt  the  moft 
conliderable.  Next  follow  Swediriy  Dutmarky  and  Pruffia^  the 
Umted PrffuiTiceSy  the  Swifs  Cantons  and  their  Confederates; 
dien  the  Subjefis  of  the  Lle£lor  of  Saxony^  though  their  Prince 
be  a  Papift  \  the  Elector  of  Hawuery  the  Duke  (ACourhmdy  and 
all  the  kuer  Princes  and  States  of  Gemuny  of  our  Communion. 
According  to  the  neareft  Computadon  that  can  be  made  with 
Tffyc&  to  Territory  in  Girmanyy  the  Proportion  between  Pa^ 
pjftt  and  Proteftants  may  be  as  Ten  to  Eight,  but  in  Point  of 
Number  of  People,  I  apprehend  the  Proteftants  are  at  leadll  equal  | 
and  tlirou^out  the  refl  ofEuratey  I  Conceive  the  Proportion  in 
Point  of  Territory  to  be  as  Eight  to  Seven  $  but  as  to  People,  I 
think  there  is  good  Reafon  to  believe  diat  the  Proteftants  are 
rather  more  numerous  than  the  Papifts,  becaufe  the  Proteftant 
Countries  are  inconteftably  much  fuller  of  People. 

In  the  North,  for  Example,  though  Polanaht  very  popijous, 
yet  it  is  certain  that  one  half  of  the  reople  are  not  Papifts,  and 
at  leafl  one  third  of  them.  Proteftants,  whereas  in  StveJtn 
and  Demnari  there  are  few  or  no  Papifts  ;  in  Gfrmany  again  aU 
the  g^eat  trading  Cities,  tho' crouded  ^ith  Inhabitants,  are.Pro^ 
tcflants.  In  Italy  indeed  the  Papifts  are  in  a  Manner  without 
Mixture']^  but  this  is  ballanced  by  the  Ntunber  of  People  in  Gnat 
Britaiu.  In  order  to  cut  tbe  Matter  ihort,  and  to  fet  diti 
P<nnt  in  die  ckare£l  Lidif  poffiblA,  I  AaU  here  prtfent  tbe  Read^ 
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-p:  with  a  vexy  curious  'liable,  whidfc  will  Ctrri  to  fescdatt  hh 
Jfudgipent  not  only  in  tcfpeSt  to  db!%  but  with  ctgara  to  many 
ether  Subje&  of  lioiportance* 

fc- 

Tki  Proportion  of  the  ft^eral  Powers  in  Eon^  u 

Great  Britain. 


J2^ 

ii>» 

13 

PtrtHstl 

•> 

36 

G^r^ 

* 

53 

ipamlk  Nahtrlamb 

9* 

18 

Swedur  ■ 

3» 

«3 

ilmttd  ■fHftimts 

0, 

tt 

Pelami 

•>3» 

39 

Svnt3i^hi4 

0, 

17 

Hivtue 

J» 

T 

Demark 

»» 

49 

SfaiM 

»» 

Si 

m 

"> 

«9 

Turlej 

^ 

18 

.  ^  In. order  to.ei^lain  dus,  I  needphly  %,  that  (he  Proportioa 
between  iRi^  and  Great  Britain  is  as  10— 13,  to  i  ;  that  is, 
4^1/^  !£  ^qa  tif|iefiaslaigeas<^A^  Britain^  and  13  Parts  of  ico 
inpre ;  ;Mid  at  the  fame  time  it  points  out  the  comparative 
IStrength  of  Britain  Do  other  Nations,  it  alfo  fbews  the  rropor^ 
Xjions  ,of;aU  the(e  Countries  to  es^pb  other. 
;  The  next  Thing  to  be  confuicred  is  the  Trade  of  Europe^ 
which  has  ufidiei^ne  in  the  Courfe  of  Ages  very  ^reat  Altera- 
.dons*  Upon  the  Fail  of  the  R»ma(i  Empire  it  teemed  to  be 
m.fome  Mfaiure  extinguiflied,  but  very  foon  revived  again 
'fl^ng  the  Saxons^  wlio,  when  they  became  Matters  of  this 
Ifland,  eflahlilhed  a  vaft  Maritime  Power  here,  which  hovi^- 
^pf^  did  nof: .  continue  vefy  Ipn^  the  Danet  making  them- 
^Telves  Mafiers  pf  this  Country  by  their  Superiority  in  this  re- 
/pe£L  After  fdme  Ages,  Coipmerce  and  Kfaritime  Power  re* 
.tired  Sotjthward,.  and  were,  in  a  Manner,  wholly  DofTefied  b^ 
the  Italian  States,  particularly  the  Venetians  and  the  Genoeje^ 
who  had  fliared  between  them  the  Traffick  of  the  Eaft,  which 
enabled  them  to  dniw  the  Wealth  of  all  other  Nations  to  them- 
iidves. 

But  in  the  thirteenth  Century,  Several  free  Cities  in  Germentf 
})eg|fui  to^  combine  together  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance 
of  their  Tnade^'and  ioon  made  dieir  Confederacy  known  to 
the  World,,  by  the  Title  of  (h^Han/eatic  League:  But  as 
their  Con;uxierce  brought  them  m  immenfe  Wealth  fu^i  Power, 
jb  thjs'j^fyidered  them  hau|^  and  infolent,p  tvhich,  by  Degrees, 
^ouglit  oil 'tJhcb:"  Kuiif,*  to  Vhicb^  'beWeVef,'  other  Qrcunr- 

^  fiances  , 
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i  atibeoittftlnitBd;  for  hi  iliefifte6iitb  Centuffthe  Porhh 
M/(pecfe&ed  a  newRouteto  the  Eajl Indies  by  theCapeof  GW 
lifey  and  about  the  fame  Time  the  Spaniards  difcovercd  Anuria 
aiy  which  threw  the  Trade  of  Rut^pe  and  its  chief  Naval  Poweir 
into  the  Hands  crf'thofe  Nations^  who,  if  they  had  known  how 
to  cultivate  it  with  Skill,  and  to  uie  it  with  Moderation,  might 
have  raifed  it  much  higher,  and  have  made  it  much  more  hSir 
ing  than  it  proved,  eipeciaUy  when  both  the  Trade  of  the  Eafl 
and  fFieft  Indies  was  in  the  Hands  6f  die  Subie£b  of  the  fame 
Prince,  nrfiich  happened  by  the  Acceffion  of  Iting  PlnBp  IL  of 
Sptun  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal. 

But  as  almoft  all  Evils  point  out  and  in  time  produce  their 
own  Remedies,  fo  the  boundleis  Ambition  anid  cruel  Oppreffioxi 
of  the  Spaniards  J  conftrained  the  United  Provinces  to  throw  off 
their  Yoke,  and  engaged  their  Inhabitants,  and  the  EngUJby  tQ 
codeavour  b^  their  Expeditions  into  both  Indies  to  fhare  in  thofe 
Riches,  which  were  the  great  Source  of  the  Stanijh  Tyranny, 
and  this  raifed  up  thofe  that  are  now  called  the  Maritime  Powers» 
The  Progrels  of  the  Dutch  was  amazingly  quick ;  for  in  the 
&BGe  of  little  more  than  half  a  Century,  from  having  hardly  any 
Sups  at  sdl,  they  came  to  have  more  than  all  the  rm  of  £tarQp$ 
pQt  together. 

Bnt  fince  that  Time  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain^  by  ex* 
fending  their  Conunerce,  and  efpecially  by  cherifhing  and  aug« 
menting  their  Colonies,  have  certainly  raifed  their  Maritime 
Force  to  an  Equality  at  leaft  in  every  rdbed  with  the  Dutchy  as^ 
an  intdfigent  Writers,  and  particularly  Foreigners,  agree.  And 
this  of  late  induced  the  Partisans  of  the  French  Court  to  fuggeft 
to  die  Stisiesy  that  they  are  in  more  Danger  from  the  growing 
Trade  and  Naval  Power  oS  Great  Britain^  than  from  the  ambi- 
tious Deligns  of  any  of  their  Nei^bours  befides. 

Yet  the  French  themfelves  have  of  late  Years  laboured  with 
g^eat  Diligence  not  only  to  raife  a  Maritime  Force,  but  to  ex« 
tend  djeir  Trade  into  all  Parts  of  the  World,  in  which  they 
have  been  very  fuccefsfiil ;  for  though  the  two  laft  general  Wars 
in  a  great  Meafure  ruined  their  Navy,  yet  their  Commerce  is 
even  at  this  Jun£hire,  or  was  at  leail  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  laft  War,  in  a  better  Condition  than  ever.  So  that  the 
Maritime  Aflfairs  of  Europe  have  in  this  laft  Century  fuffeied  a 
very  great  Change,  though  very  probably  they  may  fuffer  ftill  a 
greater  before  its  Period. 

The  like  Attention  to  Commerce  and  Maritime  Power  has, 
within  this  fifty  Years,  appeared  in  almoft  every  other  Nation 
MCiBunpe :  The  Swedes  and  Danes  have  fet  up  EaJl^India  Com- 
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Sl<8;die  Rtfl^anshxve  <ycned  a  new  and  advantagous  Traf- 
,  as  well  oa  the  Cafpian  as  on  the  Blaci  Sea.  The  Houfe 
of  Auftrlm  Ibewed  a  great  Defire  of  reviving  the  antient  Com* 
nierce  of  the  L9W  Countries  \  and  when  that  was  found  impraC'- 
ticablei  nude  Tome  excelknt  Regiilattons  in  Theoij  at  leaft  at 
Trlefit  and  FUunu*  The  Gendefi  have  within  thele  few  Years 
erected  a  Company  of  Aflurance,  on  purpofe  to  encourage  their 
Suhje£ls  to  venture  upon  bng  Voyages,  and,  if  poflible,  to  re^ 
cover  tbeir  old  Reputatioa  as  a  Maritime  Power.  Nay,  even 
the  Spaniards  themiblves,  who  in  this  refpe£b  have  flept  for  fuch 
a  Number  of  Years,  have  at  laft  opened  their  Eyes,  ereded 
ibme,  and  have  under  Confideration  the  ereding  tcvmX  other 
Companies,  for  the  Encouragement  and  Extenfion  of  Trade 
through  their  Eur^ean  and  Jnurican  Dominions. 

We  may,  I  think,  fafdy  infer  from  thefe  Infbnces,  that  the 
Navigationand  Shipping  or  the  £i^r«^fff  in  general,  is,  within 
the  laft  fifty  Years,  greatly  increafed ;  and,  as  a  fisirther  Proof 
of  this,  we  need  only  confider  the  numerous  Fleets  and  great 
Embarkations  of  different  Powers,  fuch  as  the  Ruffians^  Swedes^ 
aj)d  Dan€f  in  the  North*  the  Invafion  of  Sicily  and  JJrica  bjr 
the.  Sfastiardfp  and  many  odiers.  Sir  WaUtr  Rakigh  made  a 
very  ingenious  Calculation  of  the  Maritime  Power  of  Ettr^iti 
his  Tkne;  2ini  Six  ffTUiam  Pithfj  from  better  Lights,  gaveua 
another  Calculation*  whieh  has  been  confidered  as  the  Standard' 
cveriinoe.  He  thought  the  JDutdk  had  about  900,000  Ton  ia 
Shipping,  Gr^at  Britain  500,000  i  Swedatf  Denmark^  and  the 
trading  Towns  in  Ggrmany  250,000;  Pmrtugd  and  Itafy 
2j;q,qoo  likewife ;  and  Frame  about  100,000.  ^ut  fuice  that 
Time,  Things  have  alter'd  very  much,  both  with  refped  to  u» 
and  other  Powers,  infomuch  that  I  am  fully  pcrfuaded,  that  our 
Shipping  was,  before  the  breaking  out  <tf  the  laft  War,  at  leaft 
double  to  what  it  might  be  at  the  Condufion  of  the  Peace  of 
Virecht.  It  is^  I  muft  fredy  acknowledge,  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  pretend  to  give,  with  any  I>^ree  ofExaiSlnefs,  the  preicnt 
Proportions  of  Maritime  Power ;  however,  till  a  better  can 
be  formed,  I  £atter  xnyfelf  the  foUowiiig  Table  may  lave  ili 
\3k^ 


If  the  Shipping  of  Eurcfpe  be  divided  into  Twenty 
Parts,  then 

Great  Brkahtj   Ice.  hath     - 6 

The  United  Prcvinces      .----•--      6 
TTw  Subje£b  of  the  Northern  Crowns     -    -    -      a 
Hie  trading  Cities  and  Sea  Ports  of  Germany  and  the 
Jufirian  Netherlands    -     --.--.•'| 

.    France      --.•••...•-•2 
Spain  and  Portugal    ---------      a 

i^^,  and  the  reft  of  £«r^^ i 

The  Grounds  upon  which  this  Calculation  ftands,  would  re* 
ifixe  a  great  deal  of  Room  to  explain.  And  after  all,  it  might 
prove  no  eafy  Thing  to  perfuade  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the 
Commerce  only  of  this  or  that  particular  Country,  to  admit 
that  the  Computation  is  fairlv  made ;  but  however,  it  will,  I 
dare  iay,  be  found,  that  fucn  as  are  concerned  for  any  parti- 
cular Country,  will  allow  the  Table  to  be  right  enough  as  to 
the  reft,  which  is  as  much  as  any  one  can  well  expe^.  Be* 
fides  flxewing  the  State  of  Coxxunerce  at  this  Day,  there  is  ano- 
ther g;reat  Ufe  to  which  this  Computation  may  be  applied,  and 
that  IS  by  wa^  of  Standard,  to  fee.how  bx  one  Power  rifes,  or 
another  finks  m  this  RefpeA ;  for  if  ever  it  fhould  come  to  pais 
that  thefe  Proportions  (hould  vaiy  confiderably,  it  b  plain  that 
this  muft  produce  very  great  and  fenfible  Alterations  m  the  ge« 
ncral  State  of  Afiairs. 

Thus,  for  Inftance,  if  the  Houfe  of  BourhonOioald  ever  ac- 
quire as  greit  a  Proportion  of  Trade  and  Naval  Force  as  either 
of  the  Maritime  Powers,  it  would  be  an  Acquifition  of  much 
more  Coniequenoe  than  any  they  have  hitherto  made  in  Point 
of  Territories  or  Dominion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  muft  be 
aware  of  another  Thing,  which  is  this,  not  only  the  Propor- 
tions, but  the  Total  of  Maritime  Power  may  alter,  and  in 
that  Cafe  the  Growth  of  any  particular  State^  though  advan- 
tageous to  itfelf^  would  not  render  it  more  formidable  to 
others. 

This  Computation  likewife  (hews  how  much  it  is  the  Inte- 
reft  of  the  Maritime  Powers  to  fuftain  their  Characters  in  thsjt 
TeCpoSt  at  all  Events  1  fince  by  this  Means  only  they  can  i)i:e- 
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•ttrilMited  to  this  Part  of  die  World  over  therdt.  In  a  Wonf^ 
it  is  toConunerce  that  the  People  of  Etiropi  owe  their  Freedom 
and  Independencjr,  their  Learning  and  Arts,  dieir  extenfive  Co* 
lonies  abroad,  their  prodigious  Riches  at  home ;  and  above  all, 
that  Naval  Power,  which  fo  much  furpafles  any  thing  of  the  fime 
Kind  in  other  Parts  of  the  World,  and  whatever  was  attempted 
in  that  Way  in  former  Ages, 

But  there's  one  thing  more,  with  refpeft  to  Trade,  which  I 
have  not  yet  obferved,  and  which,  for  any  thing  I  knoW,  has 
not  hitherto  been  confidered  by  any  political  Writer.  It  is  this : 
That  the  reciprocal  Connedions  refulting  from  Trade,  have 
quite  altered  the  State  of  Things,  and  produced  within  thefe 
two,  or  at  moft  diefe  three  Centuries  paft,  a  kind  of  new  Syftem 
in  Europe^  or  in  the  Chriftian  Parts  of  Europe  at  leaft,  by  whidi 
every  State  is  led  to  have  a  much  greater  Concern  than  formerly 
for  what  may  happea  to  another:  an  Inflance  will  make  my 
Meaning  perieSIy  mtelligible. 

In  former  Apes,  a  Quarrel  in  theNorth  could  only  have  aflefi^ 
cd  the  North,  but  in  the  laftCenturyThings  were  totally  altered. 
Both  the  Dutch  and  we  fent  our  Fleets  into  the  Bakidty  upon  the 
Qyarrel  that  happened  between  the  Su7^i2ri  and  Damsj  a  little 
before  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charlis  IL    Not  long  after  this, 
the  Crown  of  5f(;^^ir;(  became  a  contraiding  Party  in  die  famous 
Triple-Alliance  for  maintaining  the  Peace  of  Europe^  prefervinff 
the  Spani/h  Low  Countries^  and  fetting  Bounds  to  die  Power  <? 
France.     After  the  Revolution,  tovrards  the  Qofe  of  the 'Reign 
c{  King  fflilwmy  both  the  Maritime  Powers  ient*  their  Fleets 
Sg^in  into  the  Babick^  with  the  fame  Visw  and  the  fame  Succefs,' 
and  the  like  has  been  done  more  than  once  fmce.    The*  Pretence 
in  all  thofe  Cafes  was,  the  Love  of  Juftice,  and  an  exaft  Per- 
fermance  of  Treaties,  in  which  alfo  there  was  fomewhat  of 
Truth  J  but  the  great  and  real  Defien  was,  to  prevent  thofe  In- 
a)nvenicncics  which  mufl  have  befafien  the  Maritime  Powers,  if 
either  Sweden  or  Denmark  had  been  entirely  undone  Iw  thofe 
Wars,    We  may  therefore  fafcly  &y,  that  the  BaBance  tf  Power 
(in  the  flridl  Senie  of  that  Phrafe)  was  created  -  by  Trade^  and 
inuft  continue  to  be  the  Objeft  more  efpecially   of  Trading 
Countries,  fo  long  as  they  preferve  their  Commerce  and  their 
Freedom.  '       * 

It  is  from  a  Senfe.of  this,  that  whenever  any  Power  attempts 
id  oppreis  another,  or  betrap  a  vifible  Defign  of  heightening  its 
own  strength  by  attacking  or  conquering  its  Ncigh&>ur9^  odier 
Potentates  are  ready  to  interpofc ;  from  a  quick  Senfe,  not  only  of 
(he  Inconveniencies  that  muf(  arife  from  the  Incroachments  made 
|y  fuch  a  Power^  butCrom  the  juft  Apprehenfions  diatthts  may;^ 

'•  ''  and 
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ind  uideed  miift^imirecittrcmely  prejudidaltoCo^^  ia  gD^ 
send,  and  to  that  of  feyeral  Nations  in  particular  ;  who,  to  pre* 
Mit  this,  will  not  fcruple  to  take  up  Arms^  as  was  the  Cafe  in 
the  two  general  Wars  againft  ^r^m^,  as  well  as  in  this  laih 
Thus  it  appears,  that  the  BaUancf  of  Power  is  not  4n  empt^ 
Name,  or  an  idle  Things  but  a  very  juft  and  f^nificant,  tbougn 
a  new  and  figurative  Expreffion. 

fiy  it  we  mean  the  preferving  the  feveral  Governments  of  £«• 
n^  as  £ir  as  may  be,  in  their  prefent  Condition,  and  the  hin* 
lieriiig  any  Potentate  whatever  from  acquiring  fuch  a  Degree  of 
Giandeur,  as  may  be  dangerous  or  fatal  to  thofe  reciprocal  Lite- 
lefts  beforemcntiooed,  which  as  they  took  Rife  from,  are  ab« 
folutely  neceilary  to  theContinuance  of  Commerce  ;  and  any 
Attempt  upon  which,  is  confequently  fdt  by  every  Nation  that 
has  any  Share  of  Trade,  and  in  the  higheft  Degree  as  they  have 
inoft  Trade,  and  moke  the  moft  of  their  Trade,  by  the  Maru 
tinmP&mrs*  This,  when  he  has  attentively  confidered  it,  the 
iqgCDioiis  and  judicious  Reader  will  allow  to  be  a  iair  as  well  as 
free  Account  of  a  Matter  of  great  Importance  \  which,  unlefs 
thofougbly,  drarly,  and  perfe£lly  underftood,  no  View  of  the 
prefent  State  of  Europe  can  be  exhibited  worthy  of  Credit  or 
capabte  of  ihfwering  that  End  which  we  propote. 
*  But  notwithftaading  we  have  fliewn»  without  any  great  Dif« 
ficiilty,  bow  this  Political  ^allance  arifes  ^  yet  it  is  not  quite  (b 
cafy  <o  explain  wherein  it  truly  confiAs.  For  with  refpeS  to 
this,  ic  is  very  cettaia  that  even  the  ableft  Writers  find  it  a  very 
fcttd  Thing  to  diveft  diemielves  of  their  Prejudices.  As  for  In- 
ftance :  A  /r/}f«(Politician  takes  it  for  granted  that  thisBallance 
awHt  Co  be  held  by  the  Kine  his  Mafter  y  and  never  fo  much  as 
fuipdBtB  that  this  will,  or  ought  to  be  difputed.  At  Vienna  a|»in, 
Am  is  nothing  clearer  tlion  that  the  Bight  of  holding  the  ml* 
laiice  is  in  the  Imperial  Court,  and  he  who  (hould  treat  this  as 
Aimcrical,  wouliiibe  thought  as  deficient  in  Senfe,  as  in  good 
Mhonen*  The  nHift  iudicious  and  fenfible  Authors  that  I  have 
SBet  with  upon  this  Supjeft,  are  the  ttalians^  and  particularly  the 
VietUfimu ;  for  do  but  grant  them  that  the  Sea  as  well  as  Lsmd  is 
Albjeft  to  Dominion,  and  that  their  Republick  has  an  indubitable 
Right  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Adriattck^  and  they  will  very 
loidil^  grant  you  all  t&X  can  be  defired  in  Favour  of  other  Princes 
and  States. 

The  Struggle  therefoie  for  the  BaHance  of  Power ^  is  in  reality 
n  Struggle &(cPower ;  and  fuch  as  firom  the  different  Mcdiods  of 
tfeating  ^is  QjieftioQ,  prefume  to  ihcw  their  Sagacity  hy  doubt* 
inc  wtoher  tb^re  is  any  fuch  Thing .  at  all,  rather  {hew  their 
^pcakncfi )  for  thougjh  it  be  true,  that  in  learned  Difputcs  Mm 
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CHAP.    III. 

The  ptifent  State  and  Political  Inte refts  rf  tbe  Russi  ak 
Empire,  trufy  aad  fuccinSfy  reprcfented. 

THERE  ts  Aodiing  more  natural  in  a  Work  of  this  Na- 
ture than  to  begin  with  the  Northern  Kingdoms  of  £«- 
rope  ;  for  in  treating  ofthefe  we  (hall  have  an  Opportunitjr  to 
explain  thoroughly,  and  to  enforce  fully,  thofe  Confiderations 
that  have  been  already  mentioned,  and  the  political  Principles 
that  have  been  laid  down^  as  v^  in  regard  to  Nations  in  gene- 
ral, as  to  that  particular  BaUana  of  Power  wluch  has  been  for 
leveral  Ages,  and  which  is  like  to  continue  the  Syftem  of  the 
Northern  Crowns.  Amongft  thefe,  as  the  Imperial  Diadem  of 
Rujfia  is  by  iar  the  moft  confiderable,  fo  there  can  be  nothing 
more  juft  than  to  allow  it  Precedence. 

It  is  not  at  all  requifite  that  we  fhould  enter  into  the  ancient 
Hiftor^  of  this  Empire,  and,  in  truth,  this  is  a  Circumfiance 
inuch  in  our  favour ;  for  nodiing  was  ever  covered  with  deeper 
Obfcurity  than  that  Period  of  Time  amoneft  the  Ruffians.  AH 
we  know  with  Certainty  is,  that  about  Eight  hundred  YcAn  ago 
they  were  converted  to  Chriftianity,  when  their  Sovereign  mar- 
xicd  the  Sifter  of  one  of  the  Greet  Emperors  j  but  after  tiiis, 
dicy  fell  under  great  Difficulties,  were  abfolutely  fubdued  by  the 
potent  Monarclw  of  the  Tartars^  and  were  (carce  beard  of  or 
Jcnown  in  Europe  as  a  coniiderable  Nation,  *till  about  die  middle 
6[^c  fifteenth  Century. 

They  were  then  governed  by  John  Bajikmiz^  a  Prince  juftly 
ftigmatised  for  his  Tyrannv,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  Prince  who 
wanted  not  either  a  Head  or  a  Heart:  he  found  himfelf  ac- 
knowledged the  Sovereign  of  a  vcrjr  large  Traft  of  Country, 
dio'  at  the  fame  time  thelSxerctfe  of  his  Authority  was  confined 
iNTithin  very  narrow  Bounds  ;  for  abfolute  Power  has  been  in  all 
'Times,  and  in  all  Places,  a  Thing  fo  terrible,  that  many  different 
Methods  have  been  ufed,  even  in  Countries  where  it  is  the 
acknowledged  Conftitution,  to  keep  it  within  fome  Bounds. 
AmoTi^iOK Ruffiansj  ^t  Czar^  or  fupreme  Lord,  was  treated 
with  a  Decree  of  Reverence  that  favoured  not  a  little  of  Divine 
Honour  ;  but,  notwithftanding  thisL,  the  hereditary  Governors  of 
Provinces  retained  the  eflential  ExCrcife  of  Power  in  their  own 
Hands,  and  except  thofe  extravagant,  fhameful,  and,  at  the 
fiune  time,  ufdefs  Marks  of  Submtffion,  they  left  very  little 
Aore  to  the  fupreme  Monarch,  than  the  Revenues  of  the  Terri- 
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toy  of  MofctWy  for  die  Support  of  hU  Houfliold ;  whence  he 
wasftUfid  by  Strangers  Grand  Duke  of  Mufcoyj^  a Titk  never 
owned  |^,  and  indeed  hardly  known  to  his  Subjeds. 

But  Jdim  BaJiUwitz  was  not  of  a  Difpolition  to  be  Iktisfied  in 
any  D^ee  with  thb  botaftick  Greatnels ;  and  therefore,  havr 
ii»  begun  by  lowing  Jealoufy  and  Difcord  among  thefe  inferior 
Pnnces,  he,  by  D^ees,  reduced  them  all,  and,  at  length,  made 
an  Irruption  into  Ehoniay  pretending  it  was  hdd  of  him  by  the 
Knights  who  were  in  PoffidGon  of  i^  which  had  terrible  Enc&% 
It  was  in  oider  to  cover  themfelves  from  the  Oppreffion  of  (6 
iiodful  a  Power,  AatPart  of  this  Country  fubmitted  to  the 
Sw§day  and  the  Grand  MaAer  Got^ed  JCettler^  renouncine 
that  Title,  fubmitt^  to  the  Republidc  of  Poland,  and  accepted 
as  a  Fief  the  Duicby  of  dnirlandy  which  he  had  before  held  in 
Sovereignty* 

We  may  form  a  tolerable  Idea  of  the  Loftinefs,  and  ridiculous 
Pride  of  this  Conoueror,'  and  fome  of  his  Succeflbrs,  from  the 
following  Circumnance  ;  that  they  would  not  vouchfafe  to  treat 
with  the  Kings  of  Stvedtfty  or  to  have  any  Intercourfe  with  them 
whatever  dire^y;  but  left  all  Tranfa£Uons  with  that  Power  to 
the  Governor  or  Novogorod  j  upon  which  ftrange  Piece  of  Va- 
nity, evendielateCxarPz/^I.  valued  himfelf  not  a  little,  in 
the  Manifefto^s  which  he  publifhed  againft  Charles  the  Twelftb^ 
during  the  long  War  that  fubfifled  be^een  them. 

In  the  iixteenth  Century,  the  Troubles  in  the  Ruffian  Empire 
cave  great  Advantages  to  the  Swedes,  who  made  themfdves  Ma- 
Scrs  of  feveral  of  the  Diftri£b  neardl  to  their  own  Dominions, 
as  weD  as  extended  thdr  Conquefts  in  Livonia,  which,'  at  laft, 
humbled  the  Pride  of  the  i2z^»  Monarchs  fo  much,  that  to* 
waids  tfaeClofe  of  diat  Century,  they  were  glad  to  conclude  a 
Peace  with  Sweden ;  by  which  all  Pretentions  were  given  up  to 
LhomaTiiA  E/fbonia,  the  Swedes,  at  the  fame  time,  quitting  the 
Province  of  Ctirf/Ztf,  which,  together  with /«ffr/tf,  theyexprefs- 
ly  adcnowkdgedto  be  dependent  upon  the  Government  of  A>- 

V9geT$d. 

fiut  thisPeace  lafted  not  long;  for  inteftineDivifions  breaking 
out  again  in  Ryffia,  the  Swedes  made  their  Advantage  of  them,  as 
before ;  and  at  laft,  having  the  Czar  in  a  Manner  at  their  Mercy, 
diey  were  with  much  ado  prevailed  upon,  by  an  EngUJh  Minifter 
ientby  KingTomxI.  to  liften  to  Tenns  of  Accommodation, 
which  produced  a  Peace  figned  Fehmarj  the  twenty-feventh 
1616,  in  the  Village  of  StolMva,  by  which  the  Rujftans  not  only 
mtted  all  Claim  to  ZmviM  and  EJfhmia,  but  likewife  gave  up 
ttif  Provinces  of  Ingria  and  CareHa,  together  with  all  the  adja* 
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Bm  IMale  of  his  FamSf,  and  in  tbe  &il4s  of  an  ambidoiia 
Scatefmant^Rrince  Mvmhff^^  die  Favourite  of  FiUr^  and  no 
Ids  fo  of  tbekte  Czarina  Cati>arine. 

We  may  eaiily  concehre  that  the  Csar  P#f#r  I.  had  laid  the 
Fouddftfcionsofdie^tt^Etiif  Monarchy  deq>,  when  we  fee,  that 
it  not  only  cominued  to  fubfift,  but  to  flourifbalfo,  notwith* 
ftandingthefe  Accidents,  than  which  none  couU  be  more  dan« 
aerous  in  thdr  Nature  to  a  new^iaifed  Government.  Prince 
M0aUhff  was  a  Man  of  boundlcis  Ambition,  and  at  the  Time 
fof  die  young  EmpcuM^s  Acce£Sion,  had  the  whole  Power  oCthe 
Empire  in  his  Hands.  He  had  framed  aDefign  of  laiiMig  his 
Dstttthter  to  the  Rank  of  £mpre& ;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
tkit  be  nii^  have  fucoeeded  in  this  View,  if  he  h^d  not  by  an 
A&  of  Inlblence  incurred  the  young  Emperor's  Difpjeafure,  who 
tho*  he  was  but  twelve  Yean  oM  at  his  AcceQion,  yet  had  fa 
jnuch  Senfe  and  Spirit,  that  he  difgraced  and  banifbed  this  too 
powerful  Subje^  and  a>nfiii»tDd  all  his  £Aate.  He  afterwards 
xaiied  thePrinces  Dolgifwii  to  the  bigheft  Employments  in  the 
Empire^  and  adually  efpoufed  the  Princefr  Catharine^  Daughter 
•o  Prince  Akxis^  and  Sifter  to  die  Princes  &irgiu$  and  Jobu  \  but 
befoK  the  Marriage  was  confimimated,  hews^feized  with  the 
Smali-Pox^  of  which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  January  1730. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Imperial  Family  is,  in  this  Countrv,  the 
ffiflory  of  the  Empire  \  which  is  die  Kcafon  diat  we  infift  upon 
it;* and  from  thence  alone  the  Reader  may  QpUeft  what  is  of 
greateft  Confequence  towards  underftanding  die  puUick  Occur* 
lences  in  Ruffia.  Upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Piter  II.  the 
legular  Succeffion  in  that  Empire  was  at  a  fland.  According  to 
1^  Will  of  die  Emprefs  Catharinij  her  eldeft  Daughter  Ami$ 
Petnwfuiy  Dutcheis  of  Hftlftiin^  ought  to  have  been  called  tot 
the  Throne,  but  ihe  died  the  Year  aSfter  her  Mother,  and  left 
behind  her  a  Son,  who  was  at  that  Time  about  two  Years  old  i 
and  therefore  the  Senate  and  Nobility  of  Ruffia^  to  avoid  fo  tedir 
gus  a  Minority,  refolved  not  to  adhere; to  this  Will ;  for  which 
l}iey  eftahliflied  this  Pretence,  that  it  was  vacated  by  die  De-r 
daration  of  the  late  Emperor  upon  his  Death-bed,  who  had 
appointed  another  Succeflbr,  though  at  firft  tbc^  could  not 
agree  among  themfelves  who  they  fliould  decUre  this  Sue*  < 
cdlbr  to  be ;  by  which  it  was  very  manifeft,  that  notvvith- 
ftanding  their  AUertions,  the  young  Emperor  in  reality  made 
no  fucn  Declaration. 

It  has  been  xeported,  that  fome  of  the  principal  Nobtlitv  had 
Thoughts  of  changing  tbe  Government  ioco  a  Rqaublick^ 
but  tt^  finding  this  would  be  impra^cable,  they  framed  , 
Scheme  of  &ul^  which  was,  togoy^n  the  Empire  them- 
felves^ 
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SdYtSt  aUowing  only  ihe  Name  and  Enfigns  of  Sovereign  Au- 
thority to  one  of  the  Imperial  Family.  The  next  Confideratioil 
was,  who  this  Perfon  fhouTd  be,  and  after  fome  Debate,  tHey 
caft  their  Eyes  upon  the  Princefs  jfnoa  Iwan&uma^  Dutchels  (A 
dforlandy  of  the  Imperial  Line  indeed,  but  out  of  all  the  Rule^ 
of  Succeffion.  She  was  the  fecond  Daughter  of  the  Emperor 
luum  or  John^  elder  Brother  to  Peter  ihe  Great ^  and  who,  as 
we  before  obferved,  was  for  fome  time  his  Aflbciate  in  the  Em- 
pire 5  but  then  (he  had  an  elder  Sifter  Catharine  Iwanoumai 
who  was  married  to  the  Duke  of  Mecklenbourg,  to  whom,  if 
the  SucxreiGon  was  to  devolve  firft  on  the  Daughters  of  the  elder 
Brodier,  the  Imperial  Crown  ftlould  have  come^  but  her  Huf» 
hand  was  cngagpl  in  a  kind  of  Civil  War  with  his  Nobility ; 
and  therefore  it  was  given  out,  that  for  fecuring  the  Peace  ana 
Tranquillity  of  his  Subjefis,  the  young  Emperor  Peter  11.  paf- 
fing  her  by,  had  called  her  younger  Sifter  to  the  Succeffion^ 
which,  foon  after  his  Death,  fhe  was  invited  to  accept. 

The  Princes  Dolgorouki  and  their  Faftipn,  who  took  upon 
diem  the  Management  of  this  Affair,  affigned  the  new  Em- 
pre6  a  Council,  framed  a  new  Conftitution  for  the  Empire, 
and  limited  her  Authority  as  they  thought  proper ;  to  which 
Regulati<Mis  (be  readily  confented.  But  as  foon  as  the  Czarina 
was  fixed  upon  the  Throne,  fhe  cancelled  all  thefe  Limitations, 
and  baniihtti  the  Authors  of  them.  She  made  choice  of  grave 
and  wife  Men  for  her  Minifters,  and  gave  the  Command  of  her 
Armies'  to  very  able  and  experienced  Generals,  which  enabled 
her  to  govern  with  great  Reputation,  and  to  maintain  the 
Credit  of  her  Empire,  with  regard  to  the  reft  of  Europe^  in  as 
hig^  a  Degree  as  any  of  her  Predeceffors.  She  afforded  the 
late  Emperor  of  Germany^  Charles  VI.  powerful  Succours 
^inft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  flie  feated  the  prefent  King  of 
Poland  n^on  the  Throne  of  his  Father,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Arts,  and  in  Spite  of  the  Arms  of  France ;  flie  made  War 
a|atnft  the  Tttrks  with  great  Succefs,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
War  totally  ruined  the  rower  of  the  Crim  Tartars.  In  a  Word, 
(he  made  her  Government  as  much  revered  as  from  the 
Power  of  her  extended  Dominions  it  ought  to  be,  and  con- 
cluded fuch  Alliances  with  Foreign  States,  as  were  moft  proper 
for  maintaining  that  Syftem  of  Government,  which  Ihe  laboured 
to  eftablifli. 

She  brought  to  her  Court  her  Niece,  the  Princefe  Ann  of  Meci^ 
lenhourg^  the  Daughter  of  her  eldeft  Sifter,  and  married  her  to 
Prince  Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunjivici  Beveren^  refolvingto  call  the 
IfTue  of  thk  Marriage  to  the  Succeffion.  The  only  Error  in  her 
Government  wa^,  the  confiding  almoft  wholly  in  Strangcrs,"and 
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particularly  Germans^  with  whom  (he  filled  her  Councils  an<f 
Armies,  which  raifed  a  ftrong  Spirit  of  iLnwy  and  Rcfcntmcnt 
in  the  Rufftan  Nobility,  who  could  not  bear  with  Patience,  li- 
ving in  a  Sute  of  Subje£tion  to  Foreigners.  This  Difpofitioa 
began  to  fbew  idelf  with  great  Vehemence  towards  the  latte^ 
End  of  the  Life  of  the  Ef^refs,  who  in  order  to  extingui(h  it, 
bad  recDurfe  to  extraordinary  A£(s  of  Severity,  Which  were  fa 
far  from  having  the  delired  Effed^,  that  tlicy  highly  increafed  it, 
infomucfa  that  the  Czaritta  became  very  apprehenfive  of  the  Con- 
lequences^  for  defeating  of  which  (he  niade  the  heft  Provifioi^ 
diiat  was  in  her  Power. 

The  Princefs  of  Meckknlottrg  was  delivered  of  a  Son,  on  the 
Twelfth  of  Auguji^  whom  the  Czarinay  according  to  the  Ruf- 
fian  ConiUtution  eftabliibed  by  feUr  the  Greats  named  her  Sue- 
feflbrj  and  diro6led  that  the  Prince  his  Father,  and  the  Grand 
DutcheTs  his  Mother,  (hould  be  his  Guardians ;  fhe  likewife 
appointed  a  Council  about  the  young  Emperor,  whom  (he 
thought  the  moft  capable  of  (uflaining  the  Weight  of  AiFairs, 
and  of  preferving  Things  in  that  Condition  wherein  (he  in- 
tended to  leave  tl^m.  At  the  Head  of  this  Council,  with  the 
Title  of  Regent,  was  the  then  Duke  of  Cmrland^  her  great  Fa- 
vourite, urhom(he  had  raifed  to  that  Dignity,  and  who  had  the 
principal  Diredlxon  of  Affairs  in  her  Reign.  Baron  Ojlemum^ 
High  Chancellor  of  Rufftaj  had  the  Rank  of  Prime  Mini(ler,  ^ 
Perfon  of  ereat  Experience,  and  through  whofe  Hands,  what- 
ever related  to  Foreign  Affairs,  had  palled  for  many  Years. 
Count  Munich^  who  had  ferved  with  fo  much.  Keputatioa 
againft  the  Turks^  vvas  at  the  Head  of  the  Army,  with  Ac  Title 
of  Field-Mar{hal$  iothat  there  feemed  no  great  Reafon  to  doubt 
the  Government  might  be  carried  on  as  well  as  in  the  former 
Minority;  and  flattered  with  thefe  fair  Hopes,  the  £mpre(s 
Anna  huancwhe  died  in  O^iober  1740. 

The  Emperor  was  immediately  owned  bv  the  Senate  and 
People  in  his  Cradle,  and  the  Mar({uis  de  la  Cietardie^  the  French 
Minifter,  made  his  Imperial  Majefty  a  long  Speech  upon  the 
Occafion,  in  which  he  aflTured  him  oif  the  Ancere  Friend(hip  of 
I^uis  XV.  to  Iwany  orjohtiy  Sovereign  of  all  the  RuJJians.  But 
as  if  Profeffions  of  French  Friendihip  were  ominous  to  all 
PrinceSy  it  was  not  long  before  it  appeared,  that  thisGovernmei^ 
could  not  fubfift  in  the  Form  in  which  it  ftood  by  the  late  Em- 
prcfs's  W  ill.  The  Prince  of  Brmfwick  and  the  Urand  Dutchefe 
themielves  ventured  upon  a  great  Alteration ;  for  they  thought 
fit  not  only  ro  remove  from  his  Share  in  the  Government,  but 
to  feize  on  the  Peribn  of  the  Duke  of  Courland^  and  to  banifh 
him  and  his  Family  into  Siberian    This  was  a  great  Stroke,  and 
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yci  it  Wai  msMfti  wlArd  mudi  AdAreft  itiijyMctity^  as  (i6t 
lo  Mcaikft  1D7  0Ptel  ^r  of  fioedflied  in  the  Etecution^  and 
bardly  any  NoLTe  or  Tumult  in  itaConfeouefttes,  which  thd*  tt 
that  TiAie  itgarded  Hi  a  very  faVdoraUe  Circamflance,  feiVed^ 
if  BCPtte  ft  Precedent,  at  loift  for  a  Pkidudeto  a  Revohition  (k 
fiir  jMnar  Importance^  with  a  focdild  Account  of  which  we 
Itkm  conelude  eHr  Hilkirical  Memohs  of  this  Empite. 

Pmt  ihe  ^rmi  left  behind  htm  a  Daughter,  Whofci  Name  waa 
EBsuAiA  PHrwrndi  a  Lady  of  diftinguifted  Accoln{>lUhmenti9 
and  how  ahout  thirtv-^i|ht  Yestfs  Si  Age.  She  had  Kved  at 
Courts  during  die  hft  Reign,  in  a  Manner  sbid  under  Circunt- 
jbnces  fiar  enou^  from  bein|  (uitable  to  her  Binh  :  and  the 
Ptudenct  of  berlSehaviour,  jomed  to  that  Magnanimt^  wifli 
wUch  fhe  bad  fiipported  her  Misfortunes,  had  fach  an  Influence 
on  idl  who  b^dd  her,  that  (he  had  faxng  ret|ned  in  the  Hearts 
of  her  People,  while  others  reigned  upon  the  Throne.  At  bA^ 
the  idiole  Rkffian  Nation,  Princes,  Nobility,  Senators,  Soldier^^ 
attd  even  the  Populace  teftified  fuch  an  Affe^on  for  her,  that 
fame  who  had  ferred  her  Father  with  Fidelity,  ahd  now  enjoyed 
the  Rewarda  of  their  Services,  refolved  to  hazard  all  for  her 
JMiverante^  and  to  rifque  every  thing  to  recover  her  juft  Rights. 
They  attempted  it,  and  Providence  gave  a  Bleffing  to  the  At^ 
umpt  i  this  Revolution  hvLppaitd  in  a  fingle  Ni^t  On  the 
fifth  of  D^etMer  die  Princefs  EBaatethvtzs  a  kind  of  Prifoner  in 
the  Imperial  Palace,  and  on  the  fixth  (he  was  feated  on  the  Ini- 

Eitiai  Throne^  and,  the  Tongues  of  her  Subjects  being  fet  ai: 
tbeny^  fiduted  Empreft  of  all  die  Rujpans  by  the  unanimous 
Voice  of  all  the  People.      . 

The  Emprefi  Elizabeth  was  no  fooner  poflelled  of  the  Crown 
of  her  iHtiffarious  Anceftofs,  than  file  gave  the  higheft  Marks  of 
diofe  Virtites  whidi  renderM  her  wor£y  of  that  Elevation,  and 
Which  her  former  Circumfiances  had  concealM.  She  rewarded 
beyond  dieir  Expe£tations  fuch  as  had  contributed  to  this  great 
Revolution,  and  flie  fuiier'd  thofe  who  had  perfecuted  her  under 
the  former  Reign,  to  efcape  much  tbetter  than  they  had  Rea* 
fen  to  expe£(.  9ie  caufed  many  oJF  the  Abufes  that  had  been 
committed  in  the  Man^ment  of  the  AiFairs  of  the  Empire  to 
be  redrefled.  She  reftored  the  great  Families  of  Ruffia  to  their 
juft  Ranks,  and  entrufted  them  with  the  principal  £m[Joy* 
mcnts  in  die  Government.  As  to  the  Condudt  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  they  luitered  little  Alteration ;  for  the  Empreis  did  not 
affed  to  change  all,  but  only  fuch  Meafures  of  the  preceding  Go* 
vemment  as  were  not  calatlated  for  the  Benefit  of  her  Subjects; 
and  by  this  wife  and  moderate  Behaviour,  (he  fecured  Refpeft  to 
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.  her  Gopecnorat  abroad,  as  by  her  Tetutomeb  and  natemJ 

AffeSCiOa  for  Ker  PcDple»  (be  difFufed  the  mo&  perftd  Screnky 
.  thnxig^  all  her  Dominions. 

.    But  her  Condu£l  ^p^peared  in  nothing  more  wife  and  amiaUe, 

thaain'tbeCare  ihe  took  for  fettling-  the  Suocei&on,  which  fte 

.  knew  muft  be  fixed,  before  (he  could  hope  to  fee  b^r  Govern- 

"ment  firmly. eflablKhed.    She  therefore  fefolved  to  fend  for  her 

^N^pbew,  toe  jrouns  Duke  of  Holftiirij  who  was  the  pcefumptive 

^eir  to  the  Impend  Crown,  under  the  original  En-aMiflimifftt 

^of  the  Emperor  P^tar  the  GrMtU  ,  The  Name  of  diis  young 

Prince  is  Cb^Us  PeUr  Ulric^  born  the  Tenth  of  Fdrnuiry^  1728, 

[who  foon  after  hk  Arriral  91  Ptterjburghj  was  declared  Grand 

Diike  of  lRu[l^  and  Heir  Apparent  of  die  Empire^  in  which 

*  Quality  he  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  Senate,  as  well  as  bv- 

an  the  jNfobllity  of  that  great  Empire,  with  the  utmoft  Chearfut- 

nels  poffiUe, 

This  Dedu£Hon  will  give  the  Reader  a  dear  Idea  of  the  pre- 
fent  Situation  of  Thin^  in  Ruffia^  and  of  the  ^lotives  which 
have  induced  idie  Coutrtna  to  provide  with  fe  much  Diligence 
for  the  Eftabllfhmqnt  of  the  Houfe  of  Hdftiin\  which  will 
very  ibon  occupy  all  the  Thrones  in  the  North,  and  confe- 
^uentlv  appeu:  on^  of  the  moft  confiderable  Families  that  has 
been  Known  in  Europe.  The  Houfe  of  Oldenhurg^  of  which 
are  the  prefent  Royal  Family  of  Damari^  is  the  fame  with 
'diat  of  Holflehu  The  King  of  Szusdefi,  who  certainly  owes 
yus  Digpitv  to  the  Interpofition  of  the  Czarina^  is  the  near  Re- 
lation, ana  as  fuch  was  Adminiftrator  of  the  Dominions  of  the 
T)\&it  of  Hol/lein^  nowGranc  Diike  and  Heir  diRuffta.  Prince 
Avpjfius  of  HojfiAn  may  pbifibly  obtain  the  Dutchy  of  Cwrhnd^ 
and  if  that  ihould  ever  happen,  this  Houfe  wiU  be  truly  formi- 
iflablfe^  and  if  all  its  Branches  unite  their  Intereils,  miift  neceC- 
farllv  have  a  great  Influence  on  the  general  Affairs  of  Europ^m 
Sucn  an  Influence  as  our  modern  Politicians  feem  not  to  have 
fufficiently  conHderM,  but  which  I  conceive  v^ill  daily  difplay 
itfelf  more  and  more. 

The  Hiftory  of  Rujjfia  thus  difpatched,  we  come  next  to 
the  Governmeiit  of  this  great  Empire;  a" Subject  very  little 
iindcrftood,  but  which  may  be^  however,  explained  in  a  very 
few  Words.  Thp  Czar,  PeUr  the  Great^  was  the  Lcgiflatc*" 
of  his  Dominions  ;  and  though  no  Prince  was  moreabfolute 
than  himfelf,  yet  it  is  certain  that  he  aimed  at  fetting  fome 
Bounds  to  the  Power  of  his  Succeflbrs  ;  and  for  this  Reafon  he 
eftabliflied  a  Senate,  in  which  it  is  thought  that  he  had  the  Go^ 
lerniTUJjit  of  Frana  in  View>  and  that  he  meant  this  fliould 
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nftmUetbe Parliament  fiParhy  which  it.Aw.in  «w?7  ^  , 
fytSsj  and  in  none  more  than  this,  that  itferves  to  fim^irfana  ' 
give  the  Foim  and  Authoii^of  Laws  t»Aft»that  fpringfirom 
the  Will  of  the  Prince. 

ButftiU  the  old  ConfHtut^on  prevails,  and  the  true  Govern-  • 
Tottttoi  Rujfiaxz  what  it  alwayswas,  defpotic    In  Minorities 
indeed,  and  in  other  Conjunftur^s,  fuch  as  in  the  lateRevolii-  * 
tions,  there  feems  to  be  an  aftual  Power  attributed  to  the  Se-  | 
nate,  which  to  People  at  a  Diftance  may  reprcfent  the  Form  • 
of  Rule  in  RuJJia  as  a  limited  Government ;  but  when  wc  come 
to  examine  it  more  dofcly,- wc  fludl  perceive  fo  flrift  a  Confor-  - 
mjty  between  the  Will  of  the  Prince  and  the  Decrees  of  tMs^ 
Aflcmbly,  as  muft  fufficiently  convince  us  of  the  Truth  of  what ' 
has  been  before  laid  down,  viz.  that  the  Imperial  Pbwer  is  ra*  • 
thcr  fbengdiened  than  controuled  by  their  Proceedings.     As ' 
to  the  fcveral  Collies,.  a&  they  are  ftiled  in  Ruffia^  or  as- 
they  are  called  by  us.  Boards  j  to  which  the  various  Branches  of' 
the  Adminiftration  are  affigned  ;  though  the  Form  is  German^ 
yet  the  Thing  is  French  j  and  Peter  the  Great  contrived  them 
after  the  McSel  of  the  feveral  Councils  \n  France.    The  High  , 
Chancellor  is  generally  confidered  as  the  Prime  Minifter,  and 
the  Vice  Chancellor  as  his  Coadjutor.     The  prefent  Chancellor  - 
is  the  Count  de  Bejbuheffj  a  Man  of  moderate  Views,  indefati- .. 
gable  in  Bufinefs,  and  very  eafy  of  Accels-    The  Vice  Chan-  • 
cellor  is  Count  ^^^/fz^  who  focnt  fome  time  in  making  4' 
Tour  to  the  principal  Courts  in  Europe. 

The  Political  Interefts  of  Ruffta^  with  refpea  to  foreign  Na- 
tions, are  not  either  fo  many,  or  fo  complicated,  as  might  be 
expe^ed,  confidering  the  Extent  and  Situation  of  the  Empire, 
which  gives  a  Right  to  itsMonarchs,  of  being  confidered  as 
Jfiaticzs  well  as  European  Powers.  The  Noithern  Parte  of 
the  Empire,  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Swedijh  Dominions  to* 
thofe  of  Q)ina  aUd  Japany  are  guarded  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
to  be  fecure  not  only  from  Danger,  but  from  Apprehenfions ;. 
having  on  that  Side  a  Sea,  hitherto  impenetrable,  and  through 
which,  if  any  Pai&ge  could  be  found,  it  muft  turn  to  the  Be- 
nefit,, but  can  never  prove  of  any  Difadvantage  to  the  Subjedb 
of  Rujpa  i  which  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequenee,  and,  as  I 
takeit,isaBleffing  fcarcc  known  to  any  other  Country  than 
this.  The  Frontiers  of  the  Empire  towards  China  are  alfo 
inacceffible,  as  confifting  of  Defarts  impenetrable  by  Armies,* 
but  which  yield  a  tolerable  Paflage  for  Caravans  ;  10  that  the 
Ruffians  may  always  reckon  on  the  Friendflilp  of  the  Chinefi  ^ 
^fiii  whenever  they  apply  themfelves    ferioully   thereto,  may 

D3  «ri'4f 


[4ol 

Expreffions,  I  might,  in  all  Appearance,  guard  better' againft 
the  Danger  of  Contradiftion.     But,  in  Anfwer  to  this,  let  mc 
^crve,  that  in  the  very  fame  Proportion  an  Author  (hews  his 
Tcndemefe  for  his  Charafter  in  this  Refpca,  he  fliews  a  Difrc- 
gard  for  his  Readers.    The  Value  of  political  Principles  muft 
appear,  by  their  Comparifon  with  future  Events  j  for,  if  they 
« give  us  no  Light  into  thefc,  where  is  their  Ufe  ?  It  is  very  cer- 
tain, that  the  great  Power  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  and  her  dofe 
•ConneSion  with  the  Houfeof  Aujirta^  has  excited  a  Spirit  of 
;Suipicion  and  Jealoufy  in  the  North,  to  which  alfo  the  particu- 
lar views  of  feveral  Powers  have  not  a  little  contributed;  but 
'  notwithftanding  this,  what  has  been  before  laid  down  remains 
not  at  all  the  lefs  certain. 

It  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe  both  Sides  have  armed  and 
entered  into  Alliances,  in  cafe  of  a  War,  that  therefore  a  War 
muft  heceflarily  enfue ;  or,  even  if  that  £bouId  'fall  out,  that  it 
muft  create  an  extraordinary  Alteration  in  the  State  of  Things 
either  one  way  or  the  other.  In  reference  to  the  firft,  it  muft  be 
evident  to  all  competent  Judges,  that  the  Scales  are  pretty  even,  - 
and  therefore,  notwithftanding  thefe  terrifyfng  Appearances,  it 
is  fo  far  from  being  impoffible,  that  it  is  very  fer  from  being  im- 
probable, a  pacifick  Negotiation  may  yet  diflipate' thefe  Clouds, 
and  once  more  procure  feir  Weather  in  the  North.  But  if,  all 
Negotiations  failing,  a  War  (hould  afiually  break  out,  the  Turn 
•of  that  War  muft  remain  very  uncertain,  fince  the  Force  of  the 
Ruffian  Empire  is  really  much  greater  than  is  commonly  ima- 
gined, and  would  be  found  fo  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  i 

We  may  add  to  this,  that  as  Winds  arc  neceflary  to  purge 
the  Air,  and  as  the  Emotions  of  Human  Paffions,  provided  they 
are  not  too  violent,  exhilarate  the  Spirits,  and  contribute  to 
bodily  Health  \  (6  in  great  States,  more  efpecially  when  there  is 
an  Appearance  of  bad  Humours,  Wars  are  fo  far  from  being 
inconvenient,  that  on  the  contrary,  they  are  both  fiJutary  and 
expedient.  We  may  from  hence  form  a  Judgment  of  the  Abi- 
lities of  thofe  Minifters,  who  direA  at  prefent  die  Councils  of 
this  Empire,  and  who,  by  fhcwing  an  unfhaken  Steadinefs  in 
purfuing  that  Svftem  which  they  have  eftablifhed,  have  at  leaft 
raifed  the  Credit  of  their  Government  to  a  very  high  Degree, 
and  for  fome  time  made  this  Empire  not  only  the  Arbiter  of  all 
PiiFerences  in  the  North,  but  have  likewife  extended  Its  Influ- 
ence to  the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  Europe ;  fince  it  is  univerfally 
confeflcd,  that  the  March  of  the  Auxiliaries  was  the  Meafure 
that  contributed  moft  to  the  Conclufion  of  the  Definitive  Trea^ 
at  Aix  la  Cha^elk. 

Before 


I  4«  1 

Before  we  conclude  this  Chapter,  it  will  be  proper  to  put  the 
Reader  in  mind  of  fome  things  that  regard  the  future  State  of  this 
Empire.  If  the  Imperial  Prince  fhould  havelflue,  there  is  very 
little  Reafon  to  doubt»  that  fooner  or  later  the  prefent  King'  61 
Sweden  will  confider  the  Jnterefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Holflein^  and 
the  great  Advantages  that  may  refult  from  purfuing  them  with 
Steadinefs  and  Vigour,  as  fhall  be  more  fully  (hewn  in  its  pro- 
per Place.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Imperial  Prince  of  Ru£ia 
has  no  Ifllie,  it  may  open  a  Way  to  the  fettling  the  Succeflion  of 
this  Empire  in  a  Method  very  agreeable  to  the  natural  Laws  of 
Hereditary  Monarchies,  and  to  the  mutual  SatisfaSion  of  all 
Parties  :  Neither  can  it  be  fuppofcd,  that  political  Points  fo  ob- 
vious in  themfelves,  and  fo  important  in  their  Natures,  fliould 
not  be  taken  into  the  Views  of  all  the  Potentates,  who  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  Affiiirs  of  the  North  j  arid  tho'  for  a  Seafon, 
and  in  confequence  of  the  Humours  of  reigning  Princes,  acci- 
dental Interefts  may  direft  all  things  ;  yet,  in  procefs  of  Time, 
and  in  confequence  of  the  Alterations  that  mud  neceflarily  make, 
the  real  and  permanent  Interefts  of  every  Government  will  pre- 
vail. By  the  Way,  it  defcrves  the  Reader's  Notice,  that  in  the 
prefent  otate  of  Tnings,  the  true  Interefts  of  this  Empire  will 
certainly  be  the  Rules  of  the  reigning  Czarina's  Government ; 
for  remaining  fingle,  and  having  no  particular  Defires  or  Defigns 
to  gratify,  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  her  Government  can  de- 
pend on  nothing  clfe. 

In  confequence  of  this,  a  conftant  and  firm  Adherence  to  that " 
Syftcm,  heft  calculated  to  promote  the  Good  of  her  Subjects, 
and  the  Glory  of  the  Empire,  will  be  the  ftanding Maxim  in  the 
Czarina's  Councils.  As  fuch  a  ConduA  cannot  fail  of  having  a 
ftrong  Tendency  to  promote  Peace  and  Satisfaftion  at  home,-  and 
to  iecure  the  Attachment  of  the  Allies  o^  RuJJiay  by  maintaining 
the  Credit  of  the  Adminiftration  abroad  ;  there  are  no  Grounds 
to  apprehend,  at  leaft  in  our  Times,  any  great  Inconveniencies 
or  extraordinary  Alterations  (hould  enfue.  We  may  likev/ife 
add,  that  Things  remaining,  as  the}'  are  like  to  remain,  in  their 
prefent  Pofture,  for  a  few  Years,  the  Advantages  of  thefe  Mea- 
fures  will  become  more  and  more  perceptible,  and  a  proper  Senfe 
of  Loyalty  and  Gratitude  difFufe  itfclf  through  the  Inhabitants, 
even  of  the  remoteft  Provinces  of  that  wide  Empire,  which  is 
certainly  in  a  very  thriving  Condition,  and  will,  by  Degrees,  in 
confequence  of  the  Improvements  that  are  daily  making,  com<? 
to  extend  its  Power  and  Influence  much  farther  than  thofc  who 
are  unacquainted  witii  or  unattentive  to  political  Principles  can 
poffibly  conceive, 
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dtt$dy  briefly  mentioned ;  which  can  be  <frij  done,  by  takiflgfsr 
fliort  ourvey  of  the  principal  Events  that  have  happened  in>£i9 
Country,  and  their  Confequences.     By  this  Method  we  (ball  not 
barely  gain  a  competent  Knowledge  of  the  Swedijh  Hiftory,  and 
of  its  Conne£tion  with  the  general  Affairs  oiEur&fn;  but,  which 
is  of  at  leaft  as  great,  or  even  greater  Importance^  we  (ball 
obtain  a  thorough  Acquaintance  with  the  Genius,  Temper,  andr 
Spirit  of  the  People.     For,  as  by  attentivdy  con(idering  tfie 
Works  of  great  Artifts,  we  may  not  only  difcover  the  Nature  of. 
that  Skill  and  Knowledge  by  which  they  were  contrived,  but ; 
4(b  derive  fome  Intelligence  of  the  Tools  and  {nftruments  with 
which  they  were  wrought ;  fo  in  contemplating  the  Atchieve** 
ment^  of  great  Prihces,  we  do  not  fimply  difttngui(h  the  Strength 
of  their  Abilities,  but  the  Temper  alio,    and  Virtues  of  tl^ir 
Subje£b,  by  whofe  Affi(huice  thofe  mighty  A6klons  were  at- 
chieved;  (ince  in  Politicks,  and  in  War,  as  well-as  in  other 
Things,  there  muft  be  either  a  natural,  or  an  artifical  Aptnefs 
ifl  the  Materials,  before  any  great  ScruSure  can  be  raifed,  or  any 
extenfive  Conquefts  attained. 

There  is  no  need,  however,  to  go  higher  in  this  refpefl  than 
Guftavus  AMpbus^  who  afcended  the'  Throne  of  Sfutden  in, 
fi6ii.     He  was  a  Prince  of  great  Abilities,  which  manifefted. 
tbemfdves  fo  clearly  in  his  Youth,   that  the  States  thought 
fit   to   give    him   the    entire  Adminiftration  of  Affairs  foon- 
after  his  Acceffion  to  the  Crown,    though  he  was  then  but^ 
fifteen.    He  found  his  Kingdom  the  Lowefland  Weakefl^' 
as  he  left  it  the  Greateft  and  moft  Powerful,  in  the  North- 
He  had  two  Wars  upon  his  Hands  in  the  earlieft  Part  of  his 
Reign,  and  he  ended  them  both  with  great  Prudence;  for  per- 
ceiving that  the  Forces  of  his  Kingdom  were  not  at  all  propor* 
tioned  to  its  Occafions,  he  very  wifely  purchafed  a  Peace  with- 
Denmark  at  the  Expence  of  one  Million  of  Crowns,  for  the 
Payment  of  which  there  was  a  Time  limited,  which  he  very 
honeftly  difcharged  when  his  Ai&irs  were  mended,  and  when^ 
if.  he  had  been  fo  inclined,  he  wanted  not  plaufible  Pretences 
for  refufing  to  comply  with  that  Treaty.     He  recovered  bv  this 
Means  thofe  Fortrdtes  which  the  Dane$  had  taken,  and  laying 
bold  af  this/avourable  Opportunity,  he  turned  his  Arms  aeainft 
the  Rujftansy  from  whom  betook  great  Part  of  Livonia,  Inger^ 
HUimdy  and  the  City  of  Kexifcbrij  theroffieffion  of  i^diicb  he  fecured 
by  a  Treaty  concluded  under  the  Mediation  of  Gnat  Britain. 

He  turned  his  Arms  next  againft  the  Polesj  with  whom  he 
maintained  a  long  War,  which  proved  very  advantageous 
to  Sweden^  and  procured  for  her  the  remaining  Part  of  Livonia^ 
and  the  important  City  of  Riga^    In  this  War  the  Poks  were  af* 
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fflcd  by  dieEmperoT)  which  gave  fufficient  Pnnrocatioii  to 
GuJUnms  to  dechrc  himfelf  a^inft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  die 
Power  of  which  was  then  formidable  to  all  Europe^  and  which 
iieverthele(s  be  broke  in  a  ihort  fpace  of  Time,  and  with  a 
very  ihiall  Force.  He  was  called  into  Germany  by  the  Prote- 
flants,  and  on  the  24^1  of  Jipu  16309  he  landed  at  the  Moulh 
of  the  Oder  with  an  Army  which  confifted  of  only  fixteen 
Troops  of  Horfe,  and  ninety-two  Companies  of  Foot,  mak- 
iw  in  all  but  ^g^t  thou&nd  Men.  He  foon  made  him£df 
Mafier  of  Stetin^  and  a  great  part  of  Pomerama ;  upon  whidi 
all.  the  Proteftants  in  Genrmny  declared  for  him,  and  in  the  Be- ' 
jjuming  of  the  fucceeding  Year  he  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alli- 
ance with  the  Crown  of  France. 

King  Guftavus  foon  after  took  the  City  of  Francfert  upon  the 
OJer^  and  ient  his  Deputies  to  the  General  Afkmbly  of  the 
Prote&ants  at  Leipfick^  where  they  quickly  difcovered  that  the 
Ele^Sor  of  Brandenburgh  was  diffident,  and  the  £le£lor  of 
Sax§y  jeabiis  of  the  King  their  Mafter.  Quftaixue  being  de» 
ttnnined  Co  finifli  what  he  had  fo  happily  begun,  forced  the 
fiHrmer  to  put  into  his  Hands  fuch  Places  as  were  necefiary  to 
lecure  him  a  Retreat,  and  left  the  latter  to  be  diflrefled  by  the 
ImperiaUfts^  till  he  was  conftrained  to  call  him  to  his  Affiftance, 
which  on  Sef^  7,  1631,  produced  the  glorious  Battle  of  Leifjkk^ 
in  which  he  routed  the  famous  Count  77/^,  who  commanded 
40,^00  old  Troops,  killing  7,000  upon  the  Spot,  maksnr 
5,000  Prifoners,  and  taking  above  an  Hundred  Colours  and 
Standards.  Aft^  this  he  carried  the  War  into  Frtmamia^  anl 
leaving  there  a  Part  of  his  Army,  he  with  the  reft  marched  into 
Bavaria^  where  in  the  Paflage  of  the  Lech  Count  TiUy  w«i 
killed  with  a  Caonon-lhot :  After  which  the  King  drove  the 
Imperudift$  out  of  all  the  open  Country,  and  it^de  himielf 
Mafter  of  MwdcL 

He  not  long  after  attacked  Count  WaUeftein  in  his  In* 
trenchments,  but  was  repulfed  with  lofs.  He  augmented  how* 
ever  his  Conquefls  after  this,  till  the  £le£^or  of  Saxmy  called 
him  again  to  his  Affiftance,  which  thit  Monarch  did  not  fb« 
faky  though  it  was  entirely  owing  to  his  fludiuating  ConduiSk 
diat  the  War  had  not  being  ended  long  before.  On  his  adi> 
vancing  towards  the*  Imperialifis^  the  King  fent  Orders  to 
Prince  Georgi  of  Lunenburgb  to  join  him  with  the  Forces 
snder  his  Command ;  but  being  informed  that  the  Imperial 
General  had  detached  Count  Pappenheim  with  ibme  thou- 
£uid  Men,  he  refolved  to  atuck  him.  without  waiting  for  the 
Duke  .of  Lunenburgb  ;  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the.  Plain 
of  Luixen^  pa.the^6th  of  Nov^  l^Z^'^  ^  which  Battle  the 
i Swedijb 


ibon  reduced  to  a  neceffity  of  begging  Peace  at  tbe  Price  of  dbf 
Provinces  of  Schonen^  Hallandj  and  Bleakingy  which  was  con«- 
cluded  ia  the  Spring,  but  the  War  broke  out  aeain  in  thp  Space 
ofa  few  Months.  In  the  Summer  enfuin^  which  was  that  of 
1658^  the  King  havine  conceived  frefh  jfealoufies  againft  the 
Danesy  fuddenly  landed  with  his  Army  in  the  Ifland  of  Zeland^  - 
and  while  General  Wrangtl  befieged  Cromnburgb  at  the  Entrance 
of  the  Sound,  he  atucked  Copenhageru 

Thefe  Si^es  had  very  different  Events ;  for  Cronenhurgh  wa^ 
ibon  taken  \  but  the  Danes ^  encouraged  by  the  Prefence  of  their 
Kingin  tbe  Capital,  made  an  obftinate  Defence,  which,  gave 
Time  for  the  Dutch  Fleet  to  come  to  their  Relief -5  and  the 
Swedijb  Navy  being  defeated,  the  King  was  forced  to  change 
his  Siege  into  a  Blockade,  which  continued  a)}  that  Year,  and 
the  beft  Part  of  the  next,  in  which  the  Swedts  met  with  fo  many 
Misfortunes,  that  the  King.was  forced  to  return  Home  in  order 
to'  make  the  neceflary  Preparations  for  carrying  on  his  Enter- 
jprize  with  Vigour  in  the  Spring ;  but  while  he  was  intent  on  his 
Affairs  he  was  furprized  by  a  Fever,  which  foon  carried  hi/n  off. 
And  at  his  Death,  which  happened  on  the  13th  of  February^ 
I  ^'60,  he  left  his  Son,  who  was  but  five  Years  old,  engaged  in 
a  War  agamft  fix  of  the  grjcateit  Powers  in  Europe,  Such  was 
the  End  of  this  great  Monarch,  whofe  Courage  and  Virtues  had 
enabled  him  to  make  fo  great  a  Figure,  as  not  only  to  maintaiii 
the  Credit  which  the  Crown  of  Sweden  had  acquired,  but  tQ 
carry  it  even  higher  than  it  had  rifen  under  his  glorious  Prede 
cefTor,  the  famous  Gujlavm  Adolphusy  but  then  it  was  built  oa 
the  Foundation  which  he  had  laid. 

Cbarlis  XI.  was  chiefly  governed  in  his  Minority  by  bis 
Mother,  who  was  Sifter  to  the  Duke  of  Holjieiijy  a  very  wif^ 
and  prudent  Princefs,  who  by  the  Advice  of  the  principal 
Perfons  in  the  Kingdom,  brought  about  a  very  advantageous 
Treaty  of  Peace,  called  from  the  Place  where  it  was  coiv- 
.  eluded,  the  Treaty  of  OUva\  by  which  the  King  of  Polan4 
renounced  his  Claim  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  and  the  Re* 
,publick  all  her  Rights  to  Livonia,  The  Swedes  o^ade  Peace  at 
the  fame  Time  vrith  Denmari,  and  Things  were  kept  in  tolerar 
ble  Order  till  theClofe  of  the  King's  Minority  j  when  by  a 
very  unhappy  Turn  in  his  .CounfeLs,  he  was  engaged  to  take 
Part  with  France  in  the  War  which  preceded  the  Peace  of  Nime- 
guen^  wherein  he  met  with  very  indifferent  Succefs,  and  loft  a 
great  Part  of  his  Dominions  in  Germany  \  which  however  were 
rcftored  to  him  by  a  feparate  Treaty  concluded  a  little  before  the 
.general  Peace  laft  mentioned,  in  the  Negotiation  of  which  he 
aded  as  a  Mediator. 
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In  1680,  being  about  twenty-five  Years  of  Age,  he  cfiofefoi* 
his  Conrf>rt  the  Princefs  Uiri\a  Eleonaray  Daughter  to  Prede-' 
rick  IL  and  Sifter  to  Chrtfiian  V.  Kings  of  Denmark  j  and  thence- 
forward applied  himfelf  with  greater  Diligence  to*  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  Kingdom  than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  or  indeed 
than  any  Prince  of  his  Time.  The  firft  KfFedl  of  this,',  ^'as  his- 
detaching  himfelf  entirely  from  the  French  Intereftj  which  he* 
looked  upon  as  dangerous  to  his  Authof  ity,  and  not  at  all  com- 
penfated  by  the  paltry  Subfidies  granted  by  that  Crown,  which 
ought  to  be  a  flandif^g  Leffon  to  his  Sacceflbrs. 

He  next  inquired  a^tcr  and  corre6ted  all  Abufcs  that  had  crept* 
into  the  Civil  Government,  whilft  former  Kings  of  Siueden  truft- 
.  ing  all  Things  to  their  Minifters,  minded  nothing  but  War  j 
ztkI  looked  particularly  into  Law-Suits,  fitting  himfelf  in  tbq 
Supreme  Court,  and  difpatching  there  more  Caufes  in  feven  • 
Years  than  before  had  been  decided  in  twenty.  By  this  M^ns 
he  gained  the  Love  of  his  Subjcds  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the 
States  of  the  Kingdom  cohfentcd,  at  his  Requeft,  to  take  away 
a  great  Part  of  the  Power,  which  till  then  the  Senate  had  en- 
joyed ;  and  made  afterwards  fuch  farther  Alterations  in  the  Go- 
vernment, as  rendered  the  King  as  abfolute  as  any  Monarch  in 
Europe,  They  enabled  him  likewife  to  reunite  to  the  Crown 
fuch  Kftates  as  had  been  alienated  from  it,  and  to  pay  ofF  the 
publick  Debts,  by  raifing  the  Value  of  the  Coin.  They  fettled 
the  Militia  alfo  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  he  had  always  feventeen 
thoufand  Horfe,  and  forty-three  thoufand  Foot,  kept  up'^t  the 
Expence  of  his  Subjects.  Befides  all  this,  they  granted  hijpi 
large  Sums  of  Money  which  were  raifed  by  heavy  Taxes ;  but 
'  fuch  was  his  Conduft,  that  the  People  being  fatisfied  that  all 
they  gave  was  either  laid  out,  or  laid  up  for  their  Service,  they 
thought  they  could  never  do  too  much  for  him  ;  and  indeed  his 
Reign  is  theftrongeft  Proof,  that  thcfureft  Way  for  a  Prince  to 
make  his  Will  the  Law,  is  to  govern  by  L:iw. 

He  was  remarkably  addiiied  to  the  Religion  of  his  Country, 
and  not  only  ftridt  in  his  Morals,  but  fcvere;  and  though  not 
uxorious,  yet  his  Chaftity  was  never  fo  much  as  fufpe£ted.  He 
humbled  his  Nobility,  but  was  very  obfequious  to  the  Clergy, 
kind  to  the  Citizens,  and  very  tender  of  the  common  People. 
He  took  a  proper  Care  of  Foreign  Affairs,  though  he  avoided 
making  War ;  but  he  did  not  fuffer  his  Love  for  Peace  fo  far  to 
influence  him,  as  to  allow  any  of  his  Neighbours  to  prejudice 
either  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  or  her  Allies  5  for  when  the  King 
of  Denmark  feized  the  Duke  ot'Hol/idn's  Dominions,  'he  with- 
,  out  Dehy  interpofed,  and  began  to  inake  fuch  Prepaiadons  for 
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doing  Right  to  that  Prince,  as  produced  the  Treaty  of  Aluna^ 
which  was  figned  on  the  tenth  of  June^  1689,  and  by  which  the 
Duke  was  reftored  to  his  Dominions. 

After  this  he  entered  into  a  clofe  Alliance  with  the  Danei  for 
preferving  the  Peace  of  the  North  ;  and  in  the  firft  general  War 
againft  France  he  lent  the  Dutch  fix  thoufand  Men,  and  offered 
the  Emperor  as  many  more,  yet  without  declaring  War  againft 
LiuAs  XIV.  who  was  fo  well  fatisiied  with  his  Behaviour,  or 
rather  was  fo  much  afraid  of  him,  that  he  forbid  all  French  Pri- 
vateers molefting  Swedijh  Ships ;  and  thus  by  a  fteady  and  pru- 
dent Management,  he  fupported  his  own  Power  at  home,  and 
maintained  the  Credit  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden  abroad  to  the 
Time  of  his  Deceafe,  which  happened  on  the  fifth  of  Aprils 
1697,  at  the  Age  of  forty-two.  He  left  behind  him  three  Chil- 
dren ;  viz.  Hedwlg-Sophia-Eleanoray  who  efpouied  the  Duke 
of  Ii>lftein--Geitorp\  Ulrica  Eleanoray  Confort  to  the  late  King 
of  Sweden ;  and  his  only  furviving  Son  and  Succeflbr 

Charles  XU.  who  in  his  Minority  was  governed  by  the  feme 
great  Princefi  with  whom  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom  were  in- 
orufted  in  that  of  his  Father,  I  mean  the  Dowager  of  Charles  X. 
affifted  by  five  Senators,  and  they  were  to  adniinifter  the  Go- 
vernment till  her  Grandfon  came  to  the  Age  of  Eighteen.  But 
the  States  thought  fit  to  abridge  that  l^erm,  and  to  declare  him 
Major  before  he  reached  Sixteen  ;  and  in  half  a  Year  afterwards 
the  general  Peace  of  Ryfwick  was  concluded  under  his  Media- 
tion. His  Neighbours  taking  Advantage  of  his  Youth,  formed 
a  Confederacy  for  attacking  him  on  all  Sides,  and  this  without 
the  leaft  Provocation.  The  Confederates  were  Frederick  iV. 
King  of  Denmark^  Augttjhis  11.  King  of  Poland^  and  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Greats  ^1  efteemed  as  wife  Princes  as  any  of  their 
Time ;  but  influenced  in  this  by  their  Ambition,  and  the  ProT- 
pecl  they  had  of  dividing  amongft  themfelves  the  late  Acquifi-^ 
tigns  of  Sweden. 

Charles  penetrated  this  Scheme,  and  as  foon  as  he  few  the 
Englijh  Fleet  in  the  Balticky  as  Guarantees  of  the  Treaty  of 
Akena^  determined  to  begin  with  that  Prince  of  the  Confederates 
who  broke  with  him  fiift,  and  make  him  feel  the  whole  Weight 
of  his  Povrer.  Accordingly  he  landed  an  Army  in  Zealand^  and 
\^\t^  Copenhagen^  reducing  in  a  very  flioitTime  the  King 
of  Denmark  fo  low,  that  he  was  conftrained  to  make  Peace 
upon  reafonable  Terms,  and  defert  the  Confederacy,  by  a  Treaty 
which  was  figned  at  TravendeAl^  Augujl  8,  1 700.  The  very  fame 
Year  he  idieYcd  Narva^  that  was  befiegcd  by  the  Czar,  and 
obtained  on  the  20th  of  Nwen^xbi^  moft  compleat  Vi£)oiy 
^  with 
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with  thegreateft  Inequality  of  Forces  that  is  recorded  in  modem 
Hiftory. 

He  turned  hJs  viaorious  Arms  next  againft  the  Poles^  forced 
them  to  dcpofe  King  Augujlus^  zxi^  make  Choice  of  a  new 
Kin^,  which  they  did  the  fifth  o(  May^  *704>  in  the  Perfon  of 
^tanJIaus  Lefxinjki^  Palatine  of  Pofnania^  and  Son  to  Count 
Lefzinjki^  Great  Treafufer  of  the  Crown.  He  pufhed  this 
Refentmcnt  of  his  ftill  farther,  by  following  Augujlm  into  his 
hereditary  Dominions  of  Saxony^  where  he  exhaufted  the 
Country  by  exceiSve  Contributions,  and  impofed  very  hard 
Conditions  on  that  Monarch  himfelf,  by  the  famous  Treaty 
which  Was  concluded  at  Ahrdnftadty  a  Village  within  two  Miles 
tiLapfick. 

While  the  King  6f  Stueden  was  in  Saxony^  he  took  an  Op- 
portunity of  fhewing  the  Emperor  Jofeph^  who  then  reigned, 
ibme  Marks  of  Diftafte  at  the  Condu<St  which  he  had  purfued^ 
and  oUiged  him  to  do  Juftice  to  his  Proteftant  Subie^b.     We 
inay  truly  affirm  the  Year  1708  was  that  In  which  the  Glory  of 
Sweden  rofe  to  its  utmoft  Height.     Charles  had  then  the  Ba]« 
lance  of  Europe  in  his  Hand,  and  might  have  prefcribed  TeFms 
to  all  its  Powers,  from  the  critical  Situation  of  his  own  Affairs 
and  theirs;  but  his  boundlefs  Ambition,  heated,  perhaps,  by 
the  artful  Praifes  of  an  EngUJh  General,  whofe  Eloquence  was 
ss  victorious  as  his  Sword,  threw  him  very  foon  into  a  different 
Condition.     For  defirous  of  compleating  his  Plan,    towards 
which  there  wanted  but  one  Stroke,  he  marched  through  the 
Ukraine  into  Rujpa^  refolved  to  drive  the  Czar  out  of  his  Ter- 
ritories, as  he  had  forced  the  Dane  to  fave  his  Capital  by  a 
Peace^  and  the  Poles  to  depofe  the  King  who  was  his  Enemy. 
A  great  and  glorious  Proje^  if  it  had  been  pra£licable ! 

This  produced  the  famous  Battle  of  Pultowa,  which  cofl  the 
Swedes  30^000  Men,  and  forced  the  King  to  take  Shelter  in 
Turfy  With  a  handful  of  People.  This  fatal  Engagement  hap- 
pened on  the  twenty-feventh  of  yuney  1709,  and  opened  a 
Faille  for  the  Enemies  of  this  Crown  to  execute  theProje<Sb 
they  had  formed  ten  Years  before,  which  was  an  Opportunity 
they  none  of  them  let  flip.  The  King  of  Denmark  once  more 
declared  War,  and  made  a  Defcent  upon  Schonen ;  the  King  of 
Poland  entered  again  into  PofTeffion  of  his  Dominions;  the 
RuJ/ians  repoiTefT^  themfelves  of  the  mofl  valuable  Part  of  the 
&ijjedifl>  Territories  on  the  Baltick  5  and  though  at  firfl  the  Con- 
federates kept  fome  Meafures  in  Germany^  yet  at  laft  they  at- 
Ucked  and  divided  the  Swedijh  Territories  there;  the  Prujfians 
gpt  the  better  Part  of  Pemeraniay  and  Bremen  and  Verdtn  £diing 
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into  the  Hands  of  the  Danesy  they  difpofcd  of  them  to  the  Elec- 
tor of  Hanover. 

His  Swedijh  Majefty  returned  into  his  Dominions  in  Novetn^ 
bery  1714,  and  very  (oon  made  his  Enemies  fenfible  of  his  Pre- 
fence.  He  found  his  own  Territories  exhauftcd,  his  and  his 
Predeccffors  Conquefts  loft,  and  fcarce  any  Friend  or  Ally  left  -, 
yet  he  maintained  his  abfolute  Power  over  his  own  Subjccls, 
and  profecuted  the  War  with  inflexible  Refolution,  He  per- 
fifted  in  his  former  Notions  of  deftroying  or  depoiin^  every 
Prince  with  whom  he  was  difpleafcd.  He  meditated  a  Defcent 
upon  Zealand^  with  a  View  once  more  to  befiege  Copenhagen j 
in  which  he  failed  ;  he  engaged  in  fome  dark  Defigns  for  difturb- 
ing  the  Peace  of  Great  Britain^  which  were  difconcerted  j  his 
laft  Attempt  was  an  Invafion  upon  Norway^  where  he  was  (hot 
before  Frederid/hal/^  on  the  firft  oi  December ^  1718,  dying  as 
he  lived,  ill  treated,  but  unconquered. 

Upon  his  Dcmife  the  States  of  Sweden  declared  his  Sifter  the 
Princefe  Ulrica  Eleanora  Qiieen,  and  her  Huftjand  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince  of  Hejfe-Cajfel  Generaliflimo ;  for  the  War  ftill  con- 
tinued. In  1720  that  Prince  having  embraced  the  Lutheran 
Religion,  was  raifed  to  the  Throne  of  Sweden^  and  foon  after 
Peace  was  made  with  all  the  Powers  with  whom  Sweden  had  fo 
long  contended  ;  that  with  Denmark  took  place  in  June  1720  5 
that  with  PruJJia  on  the  i  ith  of  January^  1721  ;  and  that  with 
the  Czar  was  concluded  at  hiewjiadt  in  Finland^,  on  the  19th  df 
Augufty  in  the  fame  Year.  By  tliefe  Treaties  the  Swedes  reco- 
vered part  of  Pomeraniay  and  the  Town  of  Wifmar :  But  the 
King  of  Prujjta  kept  the  Dutchy  of  Siettn\  the  Dutchies  of 
Bremen  and  Ferden  were  left  to  Hanover ,  and  the  Czar  kept  in 

feneral  all  his  Conquefts,  In  i  729  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and 
^^i7«// were  reconciled. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  Steps  the  Face  of  AflFairs  in  Sweden 
has  been  entirely  changed,  and  from  being  one  of  the  moft  ab- 
folute, it  is  again  become  the  moft  limited  Crown  in  Europe  ; 
the  Senate  has  recovered  all  its,  ancient  Privileges,  the  States 
have  refumcd  and  even  extended  their  Powers  ;  fo  that  the  King 
can  dov  nothing  of  Confequence  without  their  Approbation. 
While  the  Mifcries  of  the  late  War  were  frefh  in  Remem- 
*brance,  the  Swedes  continued  firm  to  their  new  Syftem,  maln- 
*tained  a  clofe  Correfpondence  with  Ritjfta^  remained  on  good 
Terms  with  all  their  Neighbours,  and  feemed  very  litde  dif* 
pofed  to  rifque  any  new  Alterations  in  their  Government,  by 
admitting  the  Claim  which  the  Duke  of  Holftein^  onlv  Son  to 
the  Queen's*  eldeft  Siftef,  kept  up  to-  the  Succcffion ;  they  like- 
•Wife  entered  into  very  ftriflrEngagcincnts  with  the  Crown  of 
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Great  Britain^  and  {hewed  a  great  Refpe<ft  for  the  Houfe  of 
Avfiria  i  whence  it  was  conceived  that  all  Things  in  the 
North  would  go  on  in  this  Channel ',  and  that  nothing  was  to 
be  feared  from  the  Intrigues  of  France  in  that  Nation,  which 
formerly  had  fo  great  an  Influence  on  the  Affairs  of  Europe  in 
general. 

But  thofe  who  knew  the  DifpoTition  of  the  Stuedes  beft,  al- 
ways forcfaw,  that  any  Alteration  in  the  Power  and  Conditions 
of  their  Neighbours  would  ftill  produce  extraordinary  Effc6ls 
amongft  them  \  in  fhort,  that  this  loiig  Calm  would  be  followed 
by  a  high  Storm :  and  the  Event  very  fully  proved  that  their 
Conjc£lures  were  but  too  well  founded. 

It  was  in  1738  that  this  great  Change  in  the  Politicks  of 
the  Swedes  began  to  difcover  itfelf.  The  Diet  that  aflembled 
that  Year,  of  which  Count  Teffm  was  chofen  Marfhal,  foon  ap- 
peared to  be  compofed  of  Pcrfons  of  very  different  Sentiments, 
who  in  a  little  Time,  however,  were  diflinguiftied  into  three ' 
Parties.  The  firft  and  moft  vigorous  were  for  reviving  the  old 
Syftem,  and  for  trying  to  recover,  if  poUible,  part  of  the  Do- 
minions yielded  to  RuJfiOy  and  therefore  they  inclined  to  mar- 
tial Meafures  \  thefe  were  called  the  Hats,  The  Party  direfily 
oppcfitc  to  them,  declared  abfolutely  for  Peace,  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  prefent  Syflem,  and  for  endeavouring  to  promote 
the  domeftick  Welfare  of  the  Nation ;  thefe  were  ftiled  the 
Night-Caps,  The  third  Party  was  a  kind  of  flying  Squadron, 
who  were  for  keeping  in  a  middle  Way ;  and  were  from  thence 
denominated  the  Hunting-Caps.  It  was  not  very  long  before 
the  firft  Party  appeared  to  have  a  great  Majority  j  but  as  it  re- 

Juired  Time  to  execute  their  Defigns,  the  Diet,  contrary  to 
)uftom,  continued  fitting  eleven  Months,  and  before  they  role, 
turned  out  five  of  the  Senators  that  had  been  moft  concerned  in 
renewing  the  Treaty  with  Rujfta. 

In  I73q»  a /r^w^A  Squadron  of  five  Sail,  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  ly Antin^  arrived  in  the  Baltick,  and  anchored  in  the 
Road  of  Stockholm  :  With  what  View  this  Squadron  came,  has 
been  rather  guefl'ed  at  than  known ;  but  there  was  one  Circum- 
ftancc  attended  it,  which  defervcs  particular  Notice.  The  King 
of  Sweden  prefented  the  Sword  he  wore  at  the  Time  the  Mar- 
quis had  his  Audience  to  that  Officer,  with  this  extraordinary 
Compliment ;  /  give  you  thisy  S/r,  with  the  greater  Pleafure^ 
hecaufe  I  ^m  fure^  you  will  draw  it  on  all  Occaftonsfor  usy  as  I 
and  my  SuhjeSls  will  draw  ours  for  France.  Another  Event 
happened  in  this  Year,  which  likewife  made  much  Noife; 
the  States  had  taken  care  to  difcharge  the  Debts  contracS^ed  by 
the  late  King  QharUs  XII.  in  Turky^  and  had  employed  for 
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thai  Purpofc,  as  wdl  as  for  fomc  others  perhaps  of  mtidi 
greater  Importance,  one  Major  Malcolm  Sinclatry  who  in  hj$ 
S,eturn  was  murdered  by  a  Kujffidn  Officer  near  Naumhourg  in 
Stlefia^  on  the  6th  of  June^  and  all  his  Papers  taken  from  him, 
which  contributed  to  heighte;i  the  JleTeiitment  of  the  Swedes 
againft  that  Nation^  notwithftanding  the  Czarina  di (owned 
in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  her  having  any  Concern  in  that 
Matter. 

The  very  fame  Day  Maj.or  Sinclair  was  murdered,  died 
Charles  Duke  of  Holftetn-Gotterp^  who  always  confidered  htm- 
felf  as  prefumptive  Heir  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden-  The  next 
Year  died  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and  Anne  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
Jia^  which  facilitated  thcDcfigns  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
brine  the  Swedes  to  declare  that  War  againft  the  Ruffums^  which 
at  laft  broke  out  in  the  Month  of  July  1741,  the  Confequenccs 
of  which  are  too  well  known  to  be  dwelt  upon  here.  It  was 
attended  with  nothing  but  Misfortunes  from  the  Beginning ; 
and  while  things  went  fo  ill  on  the  Frontiers,  there  happened 
a  very  unlucky  Event  at  Stockholm^  which  was  the  Death  of  the 
Queen  the  latter  End  of  November  J  74  J.  The  Swedes  were  in 
Jiopes  that  things  would  have  gone  better  after  the  great  Revo- 
lution in  RuJJta^  which  placed  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  upon  the 
Throne  j  but  after  various  Negotiations,  the  War  broke  out ' 
again  .with  greater  Heat  than  ever;  and  the  Swedes^  who  had 
fo  often  in  former  times  beat  the  Rujjiansy  were  now  beaten 
by  tl  cm  oyer  and  over,  the  beft  Part  of  their  Army  made  Pri- 
foners,  and  all  the  Country  of  Finland  loft,  which  reduced 
,them  to  the  hard  Neceffity  of  makinjg  Peace  upon  the  beft  Terms 
they  could  obtain.  '**      -.  .     * 

Wh^le  this  was  under  Confideration,  the  Diet,  which  was 
^gain  aflembled,  proceeded  in  the  great  Affair  of  the  Succeffion 
to  the  Crown,'  the  eftabliftiirig  of  which  ^hey  hoped  would  con- 
tribute to  change  the  melancholy  Face  of  their  Affairs.  But 
for  the  prefent  this  occafioned  new  Divifions,  and  fiill  greiter 
|Confufions.  There  were  four  Candidates  for  the  Succeffion  ; 
.the  firft  was  the  young  Duke  of  Holjlein-Gqttorfy  fupported  by 
inany  of  the  Nobility,  and  by  a  ftroUg  Party  amongft  the  Bur- 
geffcs,  as  well  as  by  the  whole  Order  of  Peasants ;  the  feconcj 
Jvas  Prince  Frederick  of  Heffe-Cajfel^  Nephew' to  the  King,  for 
whom  all  the  "Clergy  dec^red^  the  third  was  jhe  Prince  of 
Denmariy  who  had  a  very  confiderable  Party ;  and  the  fourth 
the  Duke  of  Deuxtonts^  who  is  alfo  of  the  Hppl  Family  of 
Sweden^  and  had  but  a  fmall  Party.  After  very  warm  De- 
bates, the  Duke  o^  Holflein  was  declared  Succcffor,  in  the 
Month  of  Oilob^r  1742,  by  a  Majority  of  two  Votes  only ; 

and 
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and  Deputies  were  named  to  offer  him  on  certain  Conditions 
Ac  Reverfion  of  the  Crown,  in  hopes  he  mi^t  induce  the 
Czarina  to  reftore  the  Grand  Dutchy  of  Finland/auX,  before  they 
arrived  at  Peterfiurgy  he  had  embraced  the  Greek  Religion,  with 
a  View  to  the  Succeffion  of  RuJJia^  to  which  alfo  he  had  a  Claim 
of  Hereditary  Right. 

This  Scheme  having  failed  of  producing  its  defired  EffecEl, 
was  followed  by  Confequences  that  were  equally  unavoidable 
and  unexposed  j  for  the  Pcafants  that  had  exprefled  fuch  una- 
nimous Affeftion  for  the  Houfe  of  Holftetn^  began  with  the 
lame  2^1  and  Unanimity  to  efpoufe  the  Intcreft  of  the  Prince 
of  Denmark^  to  whom  the  Clergy  were  attached  5  they  likewife 
infifted  on  the  callii^  to  a  fevere  Account  the  Generals  that 
had  commanded  the  Forces  in  the  two  laft  Campaigns  j  and 
thofe  very  Perfons  that  had  fhewn  the  greateft  Warmth  in  pro 
moting  the  War  with  RuJJia,  were  now  equally  warm  in  de- 
manding the  Punifliment  of  all  fuch  as  were  the  Managers  of 
that  War,  to  whom  they  imputed  its  Want  of  Succefs. 

Yet  in  the  midft  of  thele  domeftick  Difputes,  Peace  appeared 
as  precarious  as  ever^  and  the  Diet  feemed  equally  unable  to 
bear  the  Thoughts  of  lofmg  Finland  entirely^  or  falling  upon 
any  Expedient  for  recovering  it;  except  receivine.it  as  an 
Equivalent  from  the  Hands  of  the  Czarina^  with  which  View 
his  Britannick  Majefty  having  offered  his  Mediation,  the  Con^ 
ferences  were  continued  at  Jbo*  Thefe,  at  laft,  ended  in  a 
Treaty,  by  which  RuJJia  confented  to  reftore  all  that  had  been 
taken  in  this  War  from  Sweden^  except  a  fmall  Diftrift  in  Fin- 
land, and  to  renew  the  Peace  between  the  two  Nations,  in  cafe 
the  States  of  Sweden  fliould  eleft  Prince  Jdilphus  Frederick^  Ad-* 
miniftrator  of  Holftein  and  Bifhop  of  Lvhec^  Succeffor  to  the 
Crown;  and  in  this  Cafe  the  young  Duke  ol Holftein^  whom 
they  had  already  elefted,  and  who  was  now  become  hereditary 
Prince  of  Ruffiay  offered  to  make  a  folemn  Refignation  of  aU 
his  Claim  and  Right  to  the  Swedifl)  Diadem. 

When  this  Treaty  came  to  be  confidered  in  the  Diet  at  Stocks 
helm,  there  arofe  very  high  Debates ;  but  at  laft  the  Coniidera* 
tion  of  thofe  immediate  Advantages  which  were  to  arife  from 
the  Election  of  the  Bifliop  of  Lubec^  and  the  Profoefl  of  con-^ 
tinual  Difputes  in  cafe  they  elefted  any  other  Succeflbr,  brought 
over  all  the  Orders  of  the  States  to  this  Propofition ;  and  Duke 
Adolphus  was  accordingly  chofen  hereditary  Prince  and  Succeflbr 
of  Sweden,  on  the  23d  of  June  1743.  But  while  the  Diet  was 
thus  providing  for  their  prefent  reace  and  future  Safety,  the 
Dalecarliam  took  up  Arms  and  marched  direftly  to  the  City  of 
St9ckbolm\  under  Pretence  of  fupporting  the  Intereft  of  the  Prince 
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^]pkDenmarkj  in  which  they  perfifted,  notwithflanding  the  King 
took  all  poffible  Methods  to  reduce  them  by  fair  Means  to  their 
^Duty.  At  laft  the  Malecontcnts  attempted  to  overturn  all  to 
which  the  King  and  the  States  of  Siveden  had  confented.  This 
cbliged  his  Majcfty,  much  againft  his  Will,  to  employ  Force, 
even  in  his  capital  City  ;  where  after  a  (harp  Engagement,  in 
'which  one  of  his  Senators  at  the  Head  of  the  King's  Troops 
was  mortally  wounded,  the  Rebels  were  totally  defeated,  obliged 
to  lay  down  their  Arms,  and  fubmit  to  the  King's  Mercy, 
which  was  extended  to  theni  in  the  moft  ample  Degree,  not- 
withftanding  the  Blacknefs  of  their  Crime. 

But  this  extraordinary  Inftance  of  Royal  Clemency,  did  not 
'foften  the  Refentment  of  the  Pcafants  againft  two  unfortunate 
Noblemen,  viz.  Count  Loeuivenhaupt  and  Baron  Buddenht  ok^ 
who  to  fatisfy  them,  had  been  condemned  for  want  of  Succefs 
in  the  two  laft  Campaigns,  and  whofe  Execution  was  now  de- 
manded with  fuch^cat,  that  the  moft  merciful  Monarch  in  the 
World  could  not  refufe  it.  Lieutenant  General  Baron  Buddcn- 
hrok  fufFered  firft,  on  the  1 6th  of  ^^w/y  in  the  fame  Year;  byt 
Field  Marfhal  Loeuivenhaupt  made  his  Efcape,  yet  was  foon 
after  retaken  ;  and  not  with  {landing  the  Nobility  and  Clergy 
were  inclined  to  fpare  his  Life,  the  Peafants  remained  ftill  in- 
flexible y  and  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  according  to  his  Sentence 
'  beheaded.  The  King  retired  to  his  Country  Palace,  till  thefe 
melancholy  Scenes  were  over,  and  the  Pcafants,  gratified  in  their 
Revenge,  confentcd  to  the  Ele<Sion,  which  being  fignified  to 

*  Duke  Adolphusy  he  went  foon  after  to  SioMcImy  where  he  was 
received  with  univerfal  Acclamations, 

The  late  King  of  Denmark^  who  for  Reafons  that  will  appear 

in  the  next  Article,  had  many  Motives  to  diflike  this  fudden 

'and  extraordinary  Elevation  of  the  H6ufe oi Holjle'in^  and  who 

befides  was  not  a  little  mortified  on  the  fcorc  of  his  Son's  be- 

•  ing  fet  afide  to  make  way  for  the  Biftiop  of  Luhec  ;  began  to 
make  fuch  vaft  Military  Preparations  as  feemcd  to  befpeak  a 
t)cfign  of  invading  Sweden^  and  which  for  fome  Months  not 
f)nly  amufed  the  Norths  but  all  Europe -j  yet  the  Czarina  {ounA 

■  means  to  lay  this  Storm,  by  declaring  roundly  to  the  Courts  of 
"  Stockholm  and  Copenhagen^  that  flie  would  maintain  the  h  ledlion 
ihe  had  promoted,  with  the  whole  Force  of  her  Empire. 
To  eftablifli  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  more  effeflually,  it 
was  thought  highly  requifite,  that  the  new  Prince  Succeflbr 
fliould  marry,  and  accordingly  he  efpoufed  the  Princcfs  Louifa 
Ulrica^  Sifter  to  the  King  oi  Pruffia^  by  whom  he  has  already 
three  Sons. 
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The  prcvailtng  Party  of  this  Kingdom,  arc  thought  to  have 
been  diiappointcd  in  their  Views  as  to  the  Succcffion ;  in  refe- 
rence    to  which  it  has  been  ftrongly  fufpefted,  that  they  in- 
clined rather  to  the  Duke  of  Deuxponts^  than  to  Prince  Adol- 
phus  of  Holfiein  ;  but  after  this  great  Point  was  once  fettled, 
and  the  Prince  Succeffor  arrived  in   Sxveden^  they  made  their 
Court  to   him  with  fuch   Succefs,    that  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore the  World  became  fenfible,  that  either  his  Royal  Highi- 
nefs  had  embraced  their  Principles,  or  thought  proper  to  wear 
the  Appearance  of  having  adopted   them,  in  order  to  render 
himfelf  popular.      In  this,  it  may  be,  he  went   farther  than 
was  neceflary,  fince  it  is  agreed  that  his  own  and  his  Con- 
fort's  Behaviour  has  been   fo  full  of  Reditude  and  AiFability, 
that  without  efpoufmg  any  Party  Maxims,  they  might  have 
attra£tcd  the  Elteem,  and  fecured  the  AflfedHons  of  the  People- 
But  Count  Gyilenburgh^  who   was  the  Head  of  the  Country 
Party    in  Sweden^  was  a  Man  of  fo  great  Parts,    and    knew 
how  to  place  the  Notions  he  had   efpoufed  in  fo  fair  a  Light, 
that  we  need  not  wonder  he  gained  an  Afcendant    over    a 
Prince,  whofe  Virtues,  Sincerity,  and  Candour,  made  him  the 
more  ready  to  believe,  what  with  great  Addrefs  was  reprefented 
to  him  as  the  true  Interefts  of  the  Nation.     Another  Incident 
contributed  not  a  jittle  to  fix  hinj  in  thcfe  Opinions,  and  that 
was  the  Refolution  taken  by  the  governing  Party  in  S^vedertj 
to  fell  in  with  the  Views  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty ;  in  order  to 
which,  a  Treaty  was  fet  on  foot  between  the  two  Crowns, 
which  has  been  fince  concluded  and  ratified  by  the  Confent 
of  the  Diet,  and  to  which  the  Crown  of  France  has  alfo  ac- 
ceded. 

It  was  very  natural  that  this  Condud  in  the  Prince  Succeflbr 
ihould  not  be  well  rclifhcd  in  RuJJta^  where  fi-om  the  Jealou- 
fies  entertained  firft  of  the  Marquis  de  Botta^  next  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Chetardie  and  Baron   Mardefeldt^  and  laftly  of  Mr. 
D*AUion^  it  was  very  apparent  that  fo  cbfe  an  Intcrcourfe  with 
the  Courts  of  Verfa'tUes  and  Berlin^  muft  of  neceffity  create  Suf- 
picions.     But  notwithftanding  every  Method  poilible  has  been 
tryed  by  Letters  from  the  Czarina  and  the  Imperial  Prince,  to 
give  another  Turn  to  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Sentiments,  he  re- 
mained firm  to  the  Party  he  embraced  fo  early ;  tho'  at  the 
fame  time  he  in  the  moft  publick  Manner  acknowledged  his 
Obligations  to  the  Czarina^  and  prpfefied  the  higheft  perfonal 
Regard  and  Eftecm  for  her  Imperial  Majefty,  confiftent  with 
his  Duty  and  Intereft  in  purfuing  the  Welfare  of  the  Swedijh 
Nation,    It  was  thought,  that  upon  the  Death  of  Count  Gy/- 
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Mmrgbj  ibme  Alteration  might  have  happened  $  but  the  long 

lUnefs  of  that  great  Minifter,  who  in  the  midft  of  bodily  Pains 
and  Infirmities  retained  not  only  his  Abilities,  but  his  Party- 
J^ngagemcnts  to  the  very  laft,  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  pre- 
paring every  thing  in  fiivour  of  Count  Tejftn  his  intended  Suc- 
ceflbr. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Court  of  Rujfta  took  a  very  brifk  Step  to 
prevent  the  Promotion  of  this  Nobleman,  by  charging  him  with 
being  an  Enemy  to  the  Harmony  and  good  Underibnding  be- 
tween the  two  Crown9,  which  however  had  not  the  Succeis 
that  was  expected  from  it.  For  the  Piet  being  at  that  Time 
fitting.  Count  TeJJin  afTumed  in  appearance  a  Refolution  of  quit- 
ting all  his  Employments  \  previous  to  this,  he  defired  his  Con- 
Axxct  might  be  examined  by  the  States,  in  which  he  (hewed  him- 
felf  as  wife  and  able  a  Man  as  his  PredecefTor,  fince  he  forefaw 
.that  this  muft  either  open  a  Way  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  Re- 
treat, or  elfe  bring  the  States  of  the  Kingdom  to  efpoufe  his  Inte- 
jeft  as  their  own,  and  make  his  Elevation  to  the  Poft  of  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Chancery  an  Ad  of  the  Diet. 

To  pufli  this  more  efFedually,  the  Difcovery  of  a  new  Plot 
^was  fet  on  foot,  to  which  the  wild  and  unguarded  Expreffions 
of  an  inconfiderable  and  defperate.Man,  gave  a  Colour  of  Truth  ; 
;md  this  was  fo  well  managed,  that  after  a  formal  Tryal  and 
Conviction,  this  Perfon  was  executed  ^x(fi^  9,  1747,  dt  Stock" 
hobn-y  and  others  who  were  ftiled  his  Accomplices  werelikewifc 
puniihed,  but  not  with  fo  great  Severity.     At  length  the  Re- 
port of  die  fecret  Committee  having  been  made  entirely  in  his 
Favour,  Count  TeJJin  was  raiied  to  the  Poft  beforementioned, 
with  all  the  Circumftances  of  Honour  and  Reputation  that  a 
Subjeft  could  receive.    All  Things  from  that  Time  went  in  the 
JCbannel  into  which  they  were  turn'd  by  Count  GylUnburgb  \  and 
to  inteceft  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  People  in  the  Nation  more 
efie<3:ually  in  fupport  of  the  new  Syftem,  threeOrders  of  Knight- 
hood were  inftituted  or  revived,  vis.  die  Setapbim^  the  Sword, 
and  the  North  Star  ;  fo  that  jt  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  political 
Plan,  either  better  contrived,  or  more  difcreedy  executed  than 
this  has  been.    His  Swedijb  Majefty,  then  the  oldeft  Monarch 
in  Europe^  was  rather  paffive  in  theie  extraordinary  Traniadions 
^n  forward,  agreeable  to  the  Calmneis  of  his  Temper,  to  the 
unfetded  State  of  his  Health,  and  to  his  declining  Years  \  but 
all  along  behaved  in- a  manner  that  preferved  to  him  the  utmoft 
Reiped,  as  well  as  the  moft  fincere  and  hearty  Affe&ions  of  his 
l^eople. 
'     •  His 
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His  ficim  was  <me  of  the  mildeft  with  which  th'u^  or  iodeql 
^y  otfier  People  were  ever  bleffed  5  he  difcovered  a  true  Con* 
cern  for  whatever  rdated  to  the  Good  of  his  People;  promoted, 
to  the  utjnoft  of  his  Power,  every  Projed  that  fended  eijther  to 
heighten  or  to  fecurc  their  Felicity  j  and  never  difcovered  any 
Backwardness  or  Want  of  Spirit,  but  when  he  was  unwilling 
to  knd  thcColour  of  his  Authority  to  thofe  Ads  of  Party  Vio- 
lence, which  as  a  wife,  a  good^  and  an  humane  Prince,  he 
could  not  but  in  his  Heart  difapprove. 

We  need  not  wonder  therefore  that  this  Monarch  was  fb  much 
conftdered  by  bis  Neighbours,  fo  highly  reverenced  by  the 
Prince  who  was  to  fucceed  him,  or  fo  mi^ch  beloved  by  his 
Subjedb,  more  efpecially  when  we  confkler  that  they  had  ail  a 
very  great  Intefeft  in  his  Life,  created  by  an  Opinion  that  ge-f 
ncrally  prevailed,  as  if  his  Depiife  would  be  attended  with  fome 
Alteration  in  the  Government,  and  with  fome  Difturbance  in 
the  publick  Tranquillity  ;  and  yet  this  was  not  at  all  iuftified  by 
the  Event.  His  tiwedijh  Majefty ,  whofe  Death  had  been  long 
looked  for,  and  more  than  once  pubiifhed,  died  at  length  fome-- 
what  unexpeftediy,  Jpril  the  fifth  iJSij  when  he  was  very 
near  feventy-five  Years  of  Age,  ana  when  he  had  worn  the 
Crown  near  thirty  Years,  deferv^Iy  and  univerfally  regretted. 
The  next  Day  the  new  King  wa§  proclaimed,  and  in  the  After- 
noon went  to  the  Senate,  and  there  figned  and  fwore  to  the 
following  fole^m  A£L 

"  Whereas  the  united  States  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sfuedefty'  of 
."  their  own  Motion,  and  by  a  free  and  voluntary-  Choice^ 
"  elefled  meSucceffor  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden^  of  theG^lAx, 
"  and  of  the  Vandah  5  I  fliould  be  wanting  in  a  fuitable  Return 
"  to  the  Confidence  they  repofed  in  me  on  my  Advancement 
"  to  the  Throne,  which  is  devolved  to  me  by  the  Difpofal  of 
"  the  Almighty,  and  by  the  free  Election  which  they  made, 
^^  if  I  did  not  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  confirm  the  Afiii*, 
**  ranee  I  have  eiven  to  fupport  tliem  at  the  Expence  of  my 
**  Life  and  Blood,  in  the  Exercife  of  the  pure  Dodfa-ine  and 
"  Religion  they  profefs,  an4  to  preferye  and  defend  the  Liber- 
"  ties  and  Privileges  they  have  acquired.  And  as  my  Defires 
"  are  far  from  every  thing  which  might  bear  the  leafl  Shadow 
"  of  Conflraint,  I  declare  by  jhis  publick  Ad,  which  I  fwear 
"  to  obferve  upon  my  Royal  Word  and  Faith,  that  I  not  only 
**  intend  to  govern  my  Kii^dom  according  to  the  Laws  of 
"  Sweden  and  the  Form  of  Regency  eftablifhed  in  the  Year 
"  1720,  as  well  as  in  Conformity  with  the  AfTurance  I  gave 
^  the  States  of  the  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1742  5  but  alfo  that  { 
•"''♦'  (hall 


[6o] 

**  I  fhall  regard  as  the  moft  dangerous  Enemies  to  me  and  tfie 
*'  Kingdom,  and  treat  as  Traitors  to  their  Country,  all  fuch 
•'  as  fhall  either  in  publick,  or  under  any  Pretence  foever  un- 
*•  dertake,  or  endeavour  to  introduce  into  this  Kingdom,  dc- 
**  fpotick  Power  or  arbitrary  Government,  vvrherein  God  affift 
«*  me." 

Stockholm^  April  by 

1751.  Adolphus  Frederick. 

This  new  Monarch  likewife  wrote  immediately  to  the  Em- 
prefs  of  RuJJiay  with  his  own  Hand,  to  notify  his  AccefEon  to 
the  Throne,  and  to  acquaint  her  Imperial  M^jefty  with  the 
Sentiments  of  Refpeft  and  Friendfliip,  which  he  had  ever  re- 
tained and  ever  meant  to  retain  for  fo  good  an  Ally,  and  of  his 
fincere  Intentions  to  fupport  the  Promifes  contained  in  that  Aft, 
which  was  the  firft  of  his  Reign,  and  which  accompanied  this 
Letter.  Thefe  were  fcnt  by  a  Perfon  of  Diftindlion,  who,  by 
the  Rigour  of  the  Seafon,  and  other  Accidents,  was  much  re- 
tarded in  his  Journey  5  but,  upon  his  Arrival  at  Peterjburghy 
was  extremely  well  received,  had  the  Honour  of  prefcnting  his 
Letter  to  the  Emprefs,  who  not  only  returned  a  fuitablc  Anfwer, 
but  pubKfhed  likewife  a  Declaration  that  correfpondcd  in  its 
Contents  with  his  Swedijh  Majefty's  A<St  at  his  Acceflion.  In 
this  State  Things  are  at  prcfent  j  fo  that  the  Death  of  the  late 
King  has  not  hitherto  produced  any  thing  like  a  Rupture,  and 
it  may  be  that  the  Refolutions  taken  in  the  Diet,  which  will 
very  fpeedily  meet,  may  remove  all  Fears  and  Apprchenfions  : 
For  as  all  thngs  in  this  World  arc  Variable,  fo  we  ftate  this  as 
a  Matter  probable,  and  without  fuggcfting  that  the  contrary  is 
at  all  impoffible. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  large  Account  of  the  AfFairs  of 
Sweden^  from  that  iEra,  at  which  flie  firft  began  to  make  a  Figure 
amongft  the  Powers  of  Europe^  down  to  the  prefent  Times  5 
and  have  fliewn  how  Ihe  extended,  and  how  (he  loft  her  Do- 
minions, howflie  changed  her  Conftitution,  and  from  being 
limited,  became  an  abfolute,  and  now  a  limited  Monarchy 
again.  All  which  Circumftances  the  Reader  will  find  not  only 
requifite  to  the  underftanding  what  we  have  to  fay  of  the  Poli- 
tical In  terefts  of  this  Nation,  but  alfo  highly  ufeful  inl-efpcftto 
the  remaining  Hiftory  of  the  Northy  inafmuch  as  almoft  every 
jemarkable  Event  therein,  at  leaft  for  fevcral  Ages  paft,  is  fomc 
way  or  other  connefted  with  the  Affairs  of  this  Kingdom  ; 
fo  that  the  Room  wc  have  taken  in  this,  will  enable  us  to  he 
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more  concite  in  the  fucceeding  Article",  without  rendering  theift 
from  that  Circumflanccin  the  leaft  obfcure. 

As  there  was  no  Way  of  learning  the  Intereft  of  &iveden^ 
but  by  confulting  the  Hiftory,  fo  it  is  impoilible  to  form  a 
right  Notion  of  its  Government,  without  being  acquainted 
with  the  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants.  The  Swedes  have,  like 
other  Nations,  good  and  bad  Properties ;  they  are  unqueftion- 
ably  as  brave,  as  hardy,  and  as  patient  as  any  People  in  the 
World,  which  qualified  them  for  making  excellent  Soldiers ; 
and  as  they  were  difciplined  and  intermixed  with  Foreigners  of 
all  Countries,  who  had  either  fignalized  themfeives  by  Skill  or 
Courage  in  Service,  this  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years  rendered 
their  Armies  juftlv  famous ;  and  though  their  Force  is  much 
reduced,  yet  the  Troops  they  have  are  as  good  as  ever.  They 
are  likewife  moft  fincerely  zealous  for  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
according  to  the  Lutheran  Dodrine,  which  is  not  only  the  Faith 
by  Law  eftablifhed,  but  the  only  one  tolerated  in  that  Kingdom. 
The  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  better  fort  of  People,  have  all  a 
Tin6lure  of  Learning,  and  very  few  have  more  ;  they  have  al- 
ways been  efteemed  loyal  to  their  Princes,  and  have  generally 
fhewn  themfeives  hearty  Friends  to  Liberty,  though  they  have 
been  fometimes  miftaken  about  it,  and  yet  have  perfifted  obfli- 
nately  in  their  Miftakes. 

As  to  the  Vices  of  the  Swedes^  they  are  at  leaft  as  confpi- 
ctious  as  their  Virtues  5  they  have  a  Ficklenefs  in  their  Tem- 
pers, equally  fatal  to  them  in  the  Purfuit  of  Politicks  or  Learn- 
ing ;  they  havie  a  great  Proportion  of  Vanity,  which  difplays 
itfelf  particularly  in  Furniture  and  Equipage ;  for  as  to  thofe 
Expences  that  make  no  Shew,  thefe  People  are  by  Nature  little 
addicted  to  them.  But  the  Vice  moft  predominant  among 
them  is  Envy,  dire£ied  more  efpecially  againft  Strangers,  who  if 
they  thrive  in  Trade,  at  Court,  or  in  the  Army,  fill  the  People 
wkh  an  unaccountable  Malice  and  Difpleafure.  And  the  fame 
bad  Turn  they  are  apt  to  take,  even  againft  their  own  Country- 
men, more  efpecially  if  they  fpring  from  a  low  Beginning,  or 
rife  at  too  quick  a  Rate.  They  are  not  much  inclined  to  Ma- 
nufactures, nor  have  they  any  true  Genius  for  Trade,  though 
they  have  good  Ships  and  fkilful  Seamen  ;  but  they  are  fufpicious, 
efpecially  where  Foreigners  are  concerned,  and  fo  very  impa- 
tient if  things  do  not  immediately  fucceed,  that  there  feems  to 
be  no  great  Keafon  to  apprehend  their  very  foon  acquiring  an 
extenfive  Commerce,  or  confequently  their  becoming  a  Mari- 
time Power ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  prefumed,  they 
will  not  n^Jed  that  Naval  Strength  which  they  have  already 
acquired^  and  for  the  Support  of  which,  ^  well  as  for  all  other 
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tiiingd  iifefui  oi  hecd&ry  to  the  Publick,  the  Laws  have  madi^' 
a  competent  Provifion  in  Sweden. 

After  confidering  this  £ur  and  impartial  Character  of  the 
Swedijb  Nation,  we  need  not  be  at  all  furpri^ed  at  the  va- 
rious Revolutions  to  which  their  Government  has  been  rubje<St« 
The  Love  of  Freedom^  to  fay  the  Truth,  was  their  reigning 
Paffion ;  and  not  being  always  able  to  fee  fo  dillin£Uy  how  thofe 
£vils  might  be  cured,  which  they  well  enough  difcerned  it  did 
not  become  a  brave  Nation  to  endure,  they  took  fuch  Methods 
as  were  di£^ated  by  their  own  Defpair,  or  were  advifed  to  by 
fuch  as  undertook  to  procure  their  Deliverance.  But  ftill  there 
Were  fome  fhort  Maxims,  and  fome  fundamental  Articles  of 
Government,  from  which  they  neVer  departed,  and  upon  which 
they  grounded  that  Conftitution,  which  took  Place  after  they 
.liook  off  the  Yoke  of  Denmarky  and  befto wed  the  Crown  upoa 
Guftavm  Vafsty  from  whom  their  Kings  are  defcended.  A-* 
jnongft  thefe  fundamental  Points,  the  two  moft  material  were^ 
the  preierving  the  Legiflative  Power  entirely  to  the  States  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  fo  much  of  the  Executive  as  was  thought 
expedient  for  the  publick  Good  in  the  Hands  of  the  Senate  % 
upon  which  two  Columns  they  conceived  the  Stru&ure  of  their 
'Common- wealth  might  always  reft,  without  Danger  of  Sub- 
verfion. 

As  for  the  States  of  the  Kingdom,  the  ufual  Time  of  their 
Aflembly  is  once  in  three  Years,  or  oftener,  if  the  Affairs  of 
the  Kingdom  require  it.  The  Letters  mandatory  for  calling 
them  together  are  fent  to  the  Governors  of  the  feveral  Pro* 
vinces,  into  which  the  Kin|dom  is  divided ;  who  thereupon 
write  to  each  Nobleman  and  Gentleman  of  their  Province,  and 
to  thefiifhops,  who  caufe  the  fame  to  be  publifhed  in  all  the 
Pariih  Churches.  The  Body  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  arc 
reprefented  by  one  of  each  Family,  of  which  there  are  above 
a  thou&nd  in  Sweden,  and  with  them,  that  is  in  the  Chamber 
of  Nobles,  the  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  and  one 
Captain  of  each  Regiment>  fit  and  vote.  For  the  Clergy,  befides 
the  fiifhops  and  Super-intendants  ^  in  each  rural  Deanery,  or 
Diftrid  containing  ten  Pariihes,  one  is  chofen  and  maintained 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Eled^ors ;  thefe  make  a  Body  of  about  two 
liundred.  The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Burghers  are  chofen  by 
the  Maciftrates  and  Common  Council  of  each  Corporation,  of 
which  Stockholm  fends  four,  other  Places  two,  and  fome  onc^ 
who  make  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Peafants  of 
each  Diftri£l  chufe  one  of  their  own  Quality  to  appear  for  them, 
whofe  Cbai^ges  they  bear,  and  givQ  him  Inicrudtions  about  fuch 
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Matters,  ^  they  think  need  Redrcfs;  theyafe^  genehdly  lpes(k« 
ing,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

At  their  firA  Meeting  the  King  is  prefent  with  the  Senat^ 
and  the  Prefident  of  the  Chancery  makes  them  a  Speech  on 
the  Part  of  his  Majefly,  in  which  he  gives  them  a  ffaort  Account 
of  what  has  happened  fmce  their  lafi  meeting,  and  of  the  prin* 
cipal  Points  they  are  called  together  to  confult  about  ^  and  aftef 
an  Anfwer  given  by  the  Speaker  of  each  of  the  four  Orders,  they 
withdraw  to  their  refpedive  Houfes,  where  each  de&s  out  of 
its  own  Body  a  certain  Number  of  Members  to  make  itp  the 
fecrec  Committee,  that  prepare  and  digeft  Matters  for  the 
Confideration  of  the  States.  Each  of  the  feveral  Orders  has  a 
negative  Voice,  but  in  their  refpedive  Houfes  the  Majority  of 
Votes  abfolutely  decides  the  Bufmefs. 

The  Reafon  that  the  Military  Officers  have  in  Right  of  their 
Commiffion  a  Seat  in  the  Diet  is,  becaufe  the  Army  makes  a 
Part  of  the  Conftitution ;  the  Officers  arc  for  Life,  and  have 
Eftates  in  Laiid,  which  are  let  at  Rents  equivalent  to  their  Pay; 
and  being  generally  Men  of  good  Families  b^fide,  there  are 
no  Inconveniencies  to  be  feared  from  their  having  Seats  in 
the  Di6t.  As  there  are  no  Difienters  in  Sweden  of  any  De* 
nomination  whatever,  this  obliges  their  Princes  to  court  the 
Clergy  very  much.  The  Houfe  of  Burgefles  is  commonly 
weU-aiFe£led  to  the  Crown,  and  remarkably  moderate  in  their 
Proceeding;;.  Tlie  Peafants,  on  the  contrary,  are  often  very 
warm  and  very  obftinate ;  and  they  may  be  confidered,  to  ufe 
a  Phrafe  adapted  to  our  own  Conftitution,  as  the  Country  In- 
tereft  in  Swederiy  or  rather,  as  the  mere  modem  Expreffion 
is,  the  Landed  liitereft  ;  and  on  that  Account  have  great  Re- 
gard paid  them.  EJach  of  the  Houfes  have  a  Right  to  reprefent 
their  refpcftive  Grievances  to  the  King,  who  gives  feparately 
fuch  Anfwers  as  he  thinks  proper ;  and  at  the  Conclufion  of  thie 
Diet  every  Member  of  the  Orders  of  the  Clergy,  Burgefles  and 
Peafants,  has  an  Extra«ft  given  him  of  their  whole  Proceedings, 
and  the  King's  Anfwer  to  their  Grivances,  which  he  carries 
home  to  his  Conftituents. 

The  Senate  hath  n«t  only  Authority  to  advife  the  King  in 
all  Buitnefs  of  Importance,  but  may  likewife  admoniih,  and 
even  over-rule  him,  in  cafe  he  attempts  any  thing  contrary 
to  Law ;  and  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Senate  he  can 
undertake  nothing  of  Importance.  They  take  an  Oath  <rf 
Fidelity  to  the  Kingdom,  and  are  accountable  for  their  Con* 
dud  to  the  States,  who,  in  cafe  they  diiapprove  the  Behaviour 
of  any  of  them,  mav,  though  it  be  very  feldom  done,  remove 
ihem.    In  the  diree  laft  Reigns  but  one,  their  Power  was  much 
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Icllcned,  and  in  fome  meafure  taken  away,  but  it  is  now  feJ 
ftored,  and  made  a  fundamental  Part  of  the  Conftitution  They 
have  the  Diredion  of  the  Revenue,  and  in  cafe  of  the  King's 
Abfence  from  his  Dominions,  they  have  the  executive  Power 
entirely  in  their  Hands.  The  King  appoints  all  Military  Offi- 
cers under  the  Degree  of  Colonel ;  but  in  appointing  Officers  of 
that,  or  of  a  fuperior  Rank,  he  muft  have  the  Confcnt  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  fame  is  ncceflary  in  framing  and  publifhing 
Proclamations  and  other  A6ls  of  State. 

It  appears  clearly  from  hence,  that  the  Royal  Power  in  Stvf-^ 
den  is  as  much  limited  as  in  any  Country  in  the  World  ;  and 
the  annulling  all  Pretence  to  arbitrary,  independent,  or  abfolute 
Power  in  the  Crown,  is  aifo  become  a  fundamental  Law.  So 
that  the  Incroachments  of  Charles  XI.  who  made  ufc  of  the 
States  to  weaken  and  controul  the  Senate,  and  of  Charles  XII, 
who  (liglited  and  difregarded  the  States  themfekes  to  fuch  a  De^ 
gree,  as  to  talk  of  fending  one  of  his  old  Boots  to  djre£l:  them 
in  their  Deliberations,  have  proved  the  Means  of  reftoring  the 
old  Government  to  its  full  Vigour,  and  taught  the  Swe/ies  to  put 
their  Conftitution  on  as  right  as  well  as  regular  an  Eflablifli- 
ment,  as  any  that  occurs  either  in  ancient  or  modern  Hiftory. 

The  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  or  rather  Kingdom  of  Sweden^ 
has  been  very  much  lefTencd  by  the  repeated  Misfortunes  fuf- 
tained  during  the  long  War  in  the  Reign  of  Churles  XII.  and 
that  which  happened  under  the  late  King  againfl  Rujfia,  But 
however,  as  the  Expences  of  the  Government  have  aifo  been 
leffened,  there  ftill  remains  a  competent  Provifion  for  the  King's 
Civil  and  Military  Lifts,  and  wliatcver  elfe  is  requifite  for  the 
Publick  Service;  fo  that  while  their  Finances  are  regularly  and 
frugally  managed,  they  will  always  be  able  to  maintain  their 
Government  in  fuch  a  Condition  as  not  to  fland  at  all  in  need 
of  Subfidics  from  Foreign  Courts,  or  to  be  apprehenfive  in  any 
Degree  of  Invafions  from  their  Neighbours. 

They  are  likewife  in  lefs  Danger  of  fufFering  by  a  long  Peace 
than  moft  other  Nations,  becanfe  they  conftantly  kecpjup  a  great 
Body  of  regular  Troops,  and  that  without  any  Danger  to  their 
Liberties.  For  the  Army  in  Sweden  is  the  Army  of  the  King- 
dom, and  every  Foot  Soldier  is  maintained  by  his  own  Free- 
hold, affigned  by  the  Conftitution  j  and  from  hence,  as  has  been 
obferved,  is  derived  the  Right  of  their  Officers  to  fit  and  vote  in 
the  Diet,  becaufe  they  are  poflefled,  as  Officers,  of  fo  large  a 
J^anded  Property  therein,  an  Eftate  for  the  Maint;;nance  of  a 
Colonel  being  worth  three  hundred  Pounds  Sterling;  a  Year,  and 
fo  in  Proportion.  From  whence  we  may  eaiily  difccrn,  that  no 
Argument  can  be  drawn  from  this  Practice  in  Swederiy  to  coun- 
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tenance  the  admitting  military  Officers  Into  the  Diets,  Statea 
or  Parliaments  of  other  Countries,  where  their  Circumftances 
are  quite  diifercnt. 

There  is  another  Convenience  which  refults  to  the  Swedes  from 
diis  wife  Settlement  of  their  Militia,  which  is,  that  the  Laws  are 
guarded  by  the  .Soldiers ;  who,  as  they  derive  their  Property  from 
their  prefent  Conftitution,  will  be  always  Friends  to  it,  and 
Enemies  to  fuch  as  ihall  labour  to  overturn  it,  whether  Minifters 
or  People,  as  appeared  plainly  in  the  Cafe  of  the  laft  Lifurredion^. 
when  the  Army  remained  firm  to  their  Duty,  and  will  very 
probably  appear  in  dire^  Oppofition  to  his  Meafures,  if  any< 
Prince  hereafter  ihould  attempt  to  extend  his  Power  beyond  die 
Limits  of  the  Laws.  Let  us  next  look  to  her  Situation  abroad, 
and  in  regard  to  other  Countries. 

Tlie  Intercfls  of  Sweden  are  fo  changed  at  prefent  firom  what 
they  were  at  the  Time  Baron  Puffendorf  wrote  about  them» 
that  how  excellent  foever  his  Di/courfes  might  be  in  thofe 
Tioies,  they  can  now  be  of  little  Ufe  i  and,  perhaps,  inftead 
of  being  ferviceable  they  contribute  to  miilcad  us.  The  Swedes^ 
who  in  former  Ages  had  verv  little  to  do  with  the  Turksj  are 
bound  at  prefent  to  maintain  the  Engagements  thev  have  en* 
tered  into  with  them,  in  order  .to  fecure  their  Friendfhip  in 
cafe  of  a  War  with  RuJJia.  Their  Intereil  with  regard  to  the 
lafl  mentioned  Power  cannot  eafUy  be  flated.  As  long  as  the 
Swedes  are  inclined  to  think  Peace  abfolutely  necelTary,  they  will 
live  in  ftri£l  Correfpondence  with  this  Empire  ;  but  if  ever  they 
Ihould  entertain  different  Sentiments,  and  defire  to  recover  thofe 
fine  Provinces  which  formerly  were  annexed  to  their  Kingdom, 
and  made  the  mofl  valuable  Part  of  their  Dominions,  they  may 
poffibly  find  fome  favourable  Opportunity  of  breaking  with  the 
Court  of  Petersburgh'y  yet  this  mufl  be  done  with  great  Caution, 
and  fuch  an  Opportunity,  as  Things  now  ftand,  looks  as  if  it 
was  at  a  very  great  Dif^ce. 

But  as  to  any  Danger  that  the  Swedes  are  in  from  the 
prefent  Power  of  the  RuJJiansy  it  feems  to  be  much  magnified 
by  thofe  who  would  be  thought  to  apprehend  it,  fince  it  is 
very  evident,  that  the  Ruffians  are  more  concerned  to  improve 
what  they  have,  than  to  acquire  new  Countries*  Befides,  the 
very  Loffes  of  the  Swedes  on  the  Side  of  Ruffia^  have  been  at- 
tended with  fome  Advantages  elfewhere.  In  the  firfl  Place  they 
have  left  no  Room  for  Difputes  between  them  and  the  Poles  ; 
they  have  given  the  King  otPruffia  a  new  Intereft,  fo  that  it  is 
highly  probable  he  will  rather  contribute  to  preferve  the  Swedijb 
Dominions  in  Germany ^  than  endeavour  to  get  them  into  his 
own  Hands,  as  having  more  to  hope  from  the  Friendfhip  of  the 
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Swedes^  than  from  the  fmall  Acceflion  of  Strengdi  which  wottid 
accrue  to  him,  by  getting  what  they  ftjH  have  in  Pomerarda  added 
to  his  Territories.  It. is  the  fame  thing  in  refpeftto  Denmark^ 
and  though  there  has  been  a  long  Hatred  between  the  People  of 
thofe  Kingdoms,  yet  they  now  begin  to  fee,  that  this  has  ren- 
(jcred  them  both  unconfidercd  j  and  that  the  only  way  for  them 
to  be  refpcclcd,  is  to  live  in  the  clofeft  and  ftrideft  Friendflrip, 
which  while  they  do,  no  Foreign  Power  will  be  able  to  hurt,  or 
inclined  probably  to  provoke  them. 

The  Swedes  have  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  had  a  very  clofe 
Connc6>ion  v/ith  the  French^  grounded  chiefly  on  Treaties  of 
Subfidy,  and  a  fuppofed  Correfpondence  between  their  Intercfts ; 
but  at  the  bottom  this  Union  has  been  of  thehigheft  Prejudice 
to  Swedefiy  as  creating  much  larger  Expences  than  the  French 
Subfidies  amount  to,  and  being  attended  with  many  other  and 
thofe  too  great  Inconvenicncies;  and  in  refpeft  to  the  latter^^as- 
the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  is  fo  much  declined,  and  her 
Views  fcJ  manifeftly  altered  fuicc  the  Beginning  of  the  prefcnt 
Century,  the  S'tvedfs  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  her  on  that 
Account,  or  to  expeft  from  France^  which  can  be  ufeful  in  no 
Conjundlure  but  this. 

Their  Obhgations  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  to  Great  Britain^  have  been  frequent  and  confiderable  ; 
fo  that  Experience,  as  well  as  general  Maxims  of  Policy,  will 
probably  incline  them  to  a  conftant  Cultivation  of  that  f  riend- 
Ihip  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  with  thofe  Powers,  and  which 
will  be  always  neceflaty,  confidcring  the  great  Effed^s  their  Squa- 
drons arc  capable  of  procuring  whenever  they  appear  in  the 
Baltlck, 

The  Intereft  which  Sweden  had  in  Germany  is  much  leflencd, 
but  perhaps  it  is  ftill  as  ufeful,  and  of  as  great  Confequencc  to 
the  'Nation  as  ever,  firtce  they  yet  prefcrve  a  Seat  in  the  Diet  of 
Rattsboriy  are  highly  confidered  by  the  Proteftant  Powers  in  the 
Empire,  and  have,  or  may  have  for  their  faft  Friends  now,  thofe 
who  were  formerly  their  bittereft  Enemies.  As  to  Spairiy  Pur^ 
iugal^  Italy ^  and  other  diftant  Countries,  tho'  their  Alliances  may 
be  honourable,  jret  they  can  hardly  be  very  ufeful  to  the  Crown 
of  Sweden^  unlefe  her  Commerce  were  more  extenfive. 

On  the  whole  we  may  venture  to  affert,  that  in  her  prefent 
Circumftances  Sweden  can  only  follow  oneof  thefc  three  Courfes. 
She  may,  if  fteplcafes,  attend  to  reftoring  the  inward  Strength 
of  her  People,  iucreafing  their  Mamrfafiurcs  and  enlarging  their 
Trade,  in  which  cafe  fhe  muft  fttidv  to  preferve  Peace  with  all 
her  Neighbours,  which  may  be  eafily  cffcfted;  and  will  perhaps 
prove  the  fafcft-,  fareft,and  fpccdicft  Way  of  repairing  her  Lofles, 

and 


Mfid  rdioring  her  Credit,  withoutbeing  obliged  to  Prance^  CM*atiy 
6lher  Nations  for  Sobfidies,  which  have  always  produced Fa&ions 
and  Diviftons  in  that,  and  indeed  all  other  Countries. 

Sje  may  attach  herfelf  to  Rujjjia  in  fupport  of  the  Intereft  of 
the  Houfc  of  Holfteiity  and  in  that  cafe  (he  will  perhaps  be  able 
to  extend  her  Trade  through  that  Empire  to  Perjia ;  and  may 
Ekewife  reap  other  Advantages  from  her  Affiftance,  if  any  Change 
fKoold  happen  in  the  prcfent  Circumftar.ces  of  the  Powers  o( 
Europe. 

Or,  lafHy,  (he  may  throw  her  Weight  into  theoppofite  Scale^ 
and  in  Conjunftion  with  Denmark^  PruJJia^  France^  and  perhaps 
Pelandy  eftablifh  a  Ballance  of  Power  againft  RuJJi^^  which  is  not 
impoifible  may  likewife  be  attended  with  fome  Advantages.  But 
without  doubt,  the  firft  is  the  wlfeft  Courfe :  and  to  fay  the 
Truth,  if  all  the  Powers  of  the  North  were  united,  it  would 
not  only  prove  for  their  common  Benefit,  but  great  Advantages 
would  likewife  refult  from  thence  to  every  State  in  particular, 
and  to  none  greater  than  to  Sweden,  Time  will  Ihew  how  far 
thefe  Maxims  are  underftood  in  that  Country,  and  will,  I  dare 
lay,  abundantly  juftify  the  Reafonablenefs  of  thefe  Conjeftures 
as  to  the  fiiturej  and  the  Impartiality  of  the  Account  we  have 
given  of  thtprefent  Interefts  of  this  Crown  and  Nation, 


CHAP.     V. 

The  Revolutions  that  have  happened  in  Denmark  ; 
the  modern  Hiftoryy  the  prefent  Conflitution^  po-^ 
litical  Interejisy  and  particular  Views  of  that 
Crown. 

AS  the  Kings  of  Sweden  affed  to  ftile  themfelves  Kings  of 
the  Goths  and  Vandals^  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  thofe 
great  Nations  that  were  once  fo  formidable  in  the  World,  fo  the 
Vanijh  Monarch  might  aflume  the  Title  of  King  of  the  Cimbri-' 
ans  and  TeutonSy  the  former  of  which  had  almoffi  overturned  the 
Raman  Commonwealth  when  in  the  Zenith  of  its  Power,  and 
the  latter  eftabliflied  themfelves  in  Germany  znd  Gaul.  After  the 
Irruption  of  thefe  Nations  the  Jutes  took  roffeffion  of  their  old 
Territories,  who  beftowed  their  Names  upon  that  Part  of  the 
Continent  which  remains  under  the  Power  of  the  Danijh  Kings, 
and  is  from  thence  ftiled  Jutland.  It  was  towards  the  Clofe  of 
the  tenth  Century,  that  thefe  People  became  Cbriftians.  Swenon^ 
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or,  as  we  call  him,  Swain  King  of  Denmark^  made  .himfelf 
Mafter  of  a  great  Part  oi  England^  and  left  a  very  extenfivc  Mo- 
narchy to  his  Son  Canute^  or,  as  the  Danes  call  him,  Knute^  fir* 
named  the  Great.  His  Son  Harold^  who  from  his  extraordinary 
Swiftnefs  had  the  Sirname  of  Hare-fooU  was  King  of  England^ 
but  by  an  Error  very  common  amongft  Northern  Nations,  the 
Dams  loft  their  Dominions  by  dividing  them.  Waldemar  the 
Firft,  who  was  crowned  ^n/s^  Dom.  1157,  took  the  Title  of 
King  of  the  Vandals^  and  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  sreateft 
Part  of  Pornerama.  His  Son  Canutus  VI.  conquered  Livonia, 
and  introduced  the  Chriftian  Religion  there.  He  was  futceeded 
by  his  Son  Waldemar  the  Second,  who  conquered  a  great  Part 
of  the  Lower  Germany^  but  held  it  not  long ;  for  the  Inhabitants 
of  PomeraniazxiA  Mecklenburgh  revolted  j  the  People  oi  Holftein 
elected  a  Prince  of  their  own ;  and  the  Teutonic  Knights  made 
themfelves  Mafters  of  Ejihonia  and  Livonia ;  after  which,  the 
Power  of  this  Kingdom  was  in  a  great  meafure  broken,  as  well 
by  civil  Wars  amongft  themfelves,  as  by  the  Advantages  gained 
over  them  by  their  warlike  and  potent  Neighbours. 

But  notwithftand'mg  this  Reverfe  of  Fortune,  it  once  more 
recovered  its  former  Grandeur,  and  this  by  the  Abilities  of  a 
Woman,  who  from  the  Power  attained  by  her  Wifdom  has 
been  juftly  ftiled  the  Semiramis  of  the  North.  Her  Name  was 
Margaret^  and  her  Son  Olaus  VI.  King  of  Denmark,,  and  Heir 
Apparent  to  Sweden^  dying  without  IfTue,  flie  fucceeded  him  in 
the  PoiTeftion  of  one  Kingdom,  and  in  his  Pretcnfions  to  the 
other.  It  is  true,  that  flie  was  oppofed  by  Albert^  who  took  the 
Title  of  King  of  Sweden  ^  but  having  defeated  him,  and  made 
him  Prifoner,  ftie  compelled  the  Swedes  to  acknowledge  her  for 
their  Queen.  This  great  and  wife  Princefe,  Jnno  Dom^  1 395, 
aflembled  at  Cabnar  the  States  of  Sweden^  Norway  and  Denmark^ 
and  there  perfuaded  by  her  eloquent  Harangues,  they  framed  and 
fettled  that  Conftitution  which  has  beenfmce  ftilea  the  Union 
of  Calm  A  R.  It  confiftcd  of  three  principal  Articles :  Pirjt^ 
That  thefe  three  Kingdoms  fliould  for  the  future  conftitute  one 
elefllve  Monarchy,  and  upon  the  Demifc  of  the  reigning  Prince 
the  Succeflbr  was  to  be  chofen  by  the  equal  Suffrages  of  all  three 
Nations  i  the  Second^  That  each  Kingdom  fhould  be  governed 
by  its  own  Laws,  defended  by  its  own  Troops,  by  whom  all 
the  principal  Fortreflcs  were  to  be  s:arrifoned,  and  no  Stranger 
to  be  preferred  to  a  civil  or  military  Employment  from  any  Mo- 
tive, or  upon  any  Pretence  whatever  ;  the  Thirel^  That  the  Ge- 
licral  Diet,  compofed  of  the  States  of  all  the  three  Kingdoms, 
fliould  be  held  for  the  future  at  Helmftadty  in  the  Province  of 
Halland.    Tliis  Conftitution,  which  was  intended  to  unite  in* 
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fcparably  the  Interefts  of  the  Northern  Crowns,  proved  (fo  un- 
certain a  thing  is  human  Policy)  the  Caufe  of  greater  Diflention, 
and  in  confequcnce  of  that,  of  more  cruel  and  bloody  Wars 
than  even  thofe  which  from  a  Spirit  of  Conqueft  had  been  ex- 
cited in  former  Ages. 

Thefe  lafted  for  about  two  hundred  Years,  when  the  Danes 
having  elefled  Chrtftiem  I.  Count  of  Oldenhourg^  he  was  alfo 
through  the  Intrigues  of  die  then  Archbifhop  of  tfpfal^  elefted 
King  of  Sweden^  by  which  the  Union  of  Calmar  was  revived  ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  the  Swedes  threw  off  the  Dan'tjh  Yoke 
again ;  and  this  Prince  dying,  left  his  Dominions  and  Preten- 
fions  to  his  Son  yoA«,  who  after  a  troublefome  Reign  of  thirty- 
two  Years,  in  which  he  was  never  able  to  reduce  the  Swedes^ 
deceafed  April  I2th,  1513.  He  wasfucceeded  by  bis  Son  Chri^ 
JiiemYL,  who  for  his  Luxury,  Cruelty,  and  other  abominable 
Vices,  was  juftly  ftiled  the  Nero  of  the  North.  He  vindicated 
the  Claim  of  his  Family  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  with  great 
Warmth,  and  at  length,  partly  by  Force,  and  partly  by  Fa- 
vour, actually  obtain^  the  Poffeffion  of  that  Kingdbm,  and  on 
the  I  ft  oi  November^  1520,  was  folemnly  crowned  at  Stockholm. 
In  order  to  fecure  himfelf  from  all  future  Rebellions,  he  took 
Advantage  of  that  Solemnity,  and  caufed  the  whole  Nobility 
of  Sweden  to  be  maflacred  at  once.  This  rendered  him  fo  ge- 
nerally hated  by  the  Swedes^  that  it  was  not  long  before  they 
forced  him  to  retire  out  of  their  Country.  Upon  his  Return 
to  Denmark^  his  Debauchery,  his  OpprcfEon,  and  his  blood- 
thipfty  Difpofition,  excited  fuch  an  univerfal  Abhorrence,  that 
feveral  Provinces,  and  more  efpecially  Jutland^  which  was  the 
moft  confiderable  in  his  Dominions,  revolted,  and  at  length  the 
States  unanimoufly  rcfolved  to  depofe  this  tyrannical  Prince  as 
an  Enemy  to  Mankind. 

Theprefent  Royal  Family  oi  JDenmark  was  raifed  to  that 
Dignity  in  the  Year  1523,  by  the  free  Choice  of  the  People, 
when  they  drove  out  their  King  *  Chrijilern  II.  before  men- 
tioned, and  placed  Frederick  Duke  of  Holjlein^  his  Uncle,  on  the 
Throne  of  Denmark^  who  by  confirming  the  great  Privileges  of 
the  Nobility  and  Clergy,  maintained  himfelf  in  Pofleffion  of  the 
Kingdom  to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  which  happened  after  a 
Reign  of  ten  Year?,  and  left  the  Crown  to  his  Son  Chrijiiern  III. 
in  whofe  Time  the  Reformation  took  place,  and  the  Lutheran 
Religion  was  eftabliflied  by  Law  in  this  Country.  Frederick  IL 
fucc^ed  his  Father  in  1 558,  and  was  engaged  in  a  long  War 
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with  SfViditt,  which  entfed  howpver  in  1570,  bjra  P^ace  con-? 
eluded  luvl^r  the  Mediation  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  Kings  of 
France  aad  Poland i  he  died-ia  1 588,  when  his  Son  Chrijiiern  IV# 
afcended  the  Throne.  This  Monarch  governed  muuch  longer 
than  any  of  his  PredeceiTors,  and  ip  Times  full  of  Calamity  and 
Troubia  He  firft  engaged  himfelf  in  the  Wars  oi  Germany 
9gainft  the  Houie  oi  Auftria  \  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  Reigrt 
he  broke  with  the  Swedesy  but  was  very  unfortunate  in  that 
War,  which  was  terminated  by  a  Peace  n^dein  16^5,  where* 
by  the  Danef  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  Province  of  H^rnid 
to  the  Swedes  for  tliirty  Years,  and  were  alfo  constrained  to  abate 
the  Toll,  which  the  Dutch  paid  for  pafling  the  Sounds  in  cofi<» 
lideration  of  the  Ailiftance  furniihed  them  by  the  {lepublick  ;  af* 
ter  which  ui^lucky  Difpute  the  King  gover;ied  in  Peace  till  the 
Year  1649,  in  which  he  deceafed. 

Frederick  III.  was  engaged  by  the  Dutch  to  break  with  the* 
Swedes  in  1657,  which  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  him,  as 
has  been  already  Qxcvfn  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  Gujiauus  oiSwer 
ifenj  who  bcfieged  Copenhagen ;  2ni  if  it  hs^d  not  been  for  the 

g>wcrful  Interpofition  of  the  Dutchy  bad  very  prpbably  taken  the 
ity,  which  he  Reduced  to  great  Extremities.  At  thifi  Jundure 
however  it  was,  that  the  King,  who  notwithftanding  his  Misfor-t 
times,  was  certajnly  as  wife  and  brave  a  Prince  as  any  of  his 
Time,  found  Means  to  change  the  Conftitution  of  Denmariy 
and  from  one  of  the  oioft  Kmited  and  precarious,  made  it  the 
moft  abfoKile  Sovereigntjr  in  Europe,  According  to  their  old 
Form  of  Government,  the  whole  Power  of  the  Nation  was  lodged 
in  the  Gentry  or  Nobility,  for  between  thefe,  there  was  in  thofe 
Times  no  Diftinilion.  Every  Gentleman  was  a  kind  of  Prince 
in  his  own  Eftate,  and  the  Farmery  and  Countrymen  were  very 
little  better  than  Slaves.  They  fent,  however,  their  Reprefcn- 
tatives  to  the  General  Diet,  where  they  had  fcarce  any  thing 
more  to  do  than  to  give  their  Confent  to  Taxes,  by  which  they 
were  opprefled  to  fucb  a  Degree,  that  they  might  be  juftly  efteem-p 
ed  the  moft  wretched  People  upon  Earth* 

The  Nobility  formed  a  diftin<a  Body  in  the  States  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  without  their  Advice  the  King  could  no  nothing 
of  Importance  j  fo  that  in  Time  of  Peace  he  was  very  little  bet- 
ter than  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  in  Time  of  V\'ar  no  more 
than  General  of  the  Army.  •  The  Succeffipn  of  the  Crown  too 
was  very  precarious ;  for  though  the  Son  fucceeded  the  Father, 
yet  ^  it  was  by  the  Confent  of  the  Nobility,  the  Monarchy  was 
ftrJcSl^y  fpeaking  elective,  tho'  in  appearance  hereditary.  It  is  not 
gt  ^1  wonderfijl  that  a  King  fliould  be  cxtreamly  uneafy  in  fuch 
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CircumHaiTCcs,  or  that  We  fliould  rfefire  to  fix  ffitrtfeTf  amf'hfs 
Family  in  an  eaficr  Situation  j  but  it  is  tnidy  amazing,  that 
after  lofmg  a  great  part  of  his  Dominions,  and  Dnder  Circum^^ 
fiances  of  the  grcatcft  DiftreB,  a  Kins;  (hould  be  at^e  to  do  this 
without  any  Foreign  Force,  without  filoodflied,  and  in  lefs  than 
a  Week's  Time ;  which  however  was  what  this  Prince  pTO)(*A- 
cd  and  happily  atchieved.  As  this  is  by  for  the  nioft  remarkabld 
Event  in  the  whole  Compafs  of  the  Danijh  Hiftory,  it  is  necef- 
fery  it  fliould  be  confidercd  more  particularly. 

In  the  Year  1660,  immediately  after  Peace  tvas  reftoredj^ 
when  the  Nation  was  almofl:  undone  by  the  Misfortunes  at- 
tending a  tedioljs  and  bloody  War,  a  Diet  of  the  States  was 
called  to  corrfider  of  the  proper  Means  for  re-eftablilbin^ 
Affaire,  and  enabling  the  People  to  recover  their  Lofles.  The 
Means  of  doing  this  was  far  enough  from  being  facile,  and 
the  King '  forefaw  therfe  would  be  Difputes  upon  the  Subjeft' 
in  the  Diet;  he  therefore  tpok  care  to  haVe  it  ihfiriuated'  to 
fome  of  the  Clergy,  and  to  the  Prcfident  of  Copenhagen*^ 
Speaker  of  the  Commons,  that  the  Thing  might  be  well 
enough  brought  about,  if  every  body  would  do  their  Part, 
as  they  had  feen  the  Kjng  do  in  the  Time  of  the  Siege. 
The  Commohs  therefore  by  their  Speaker  laid  before  the  Ino- 
bility  the  wretched  Condition  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Im- 
poflibility  there  u'as  of  finding  Money  even  for  neccflary  Ex- 
pcnces,  if  they  did  not  confcnt  to  bear  their  Proportion  of 
them,  which  was  fo  much  the  more  reafonable,  as  they  were 
the  o;reat  Gainers. 

The  Nobility,  who  were  very  numerous,  and  not  at  all  ap- 
prized of  the  Intrigue,  dealt  with  the  Commons  very  roundly  j 
tfiey  told  them,  that  it  was  very  high  Prefumption  to  enquire 
into  their  Privileges,  and  that  it  fhcwed  great  Ignorance  of 
their  own  Condition ;  for  their  Vaffals  they  were,  and  their 
Vaflkis  they  fhould  remain.  The  Speaker  of  the  Commons 
then  rofe  up,  and  told  the  Lords,  that  fince  they  would  do  no- 
thing towards  preferring  their  Privileges,  they  were  unworthy 
to  enjoy  them  ;  that  their  Anfwcr  to  the  reafonable  Rcqucft  of 
the  Commons,  was  equally  infolcnt  and  cruel ;  and  that  though 
the}'  coi^ld  not  make  themfelves  noble,  the  Nobility  fhould  find 
to  their  Coft,  they  could  bring  the  Weight  of  Subic^^lion  to 
fall  as  heavy  upon  other  People  as  hitherto  It  had  Iain  upon 
themfelves. 

After  faying  this,  he  went  out,  followed  by  the  Commons 
and  the  Clergy  to  a  Man^  retiring  to  a  Hall  in  the  City  which 
had  been  provided  for  that^Purpofe,  where  they  came  to  a  quick 
Rcfolution  of  devolving  their  own  Authority  upon  the   King. 
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They  went  accordingljr  to  Court,  and  demanded  an  Audience 
of  his  Majefly,  to  which  they  were  immediately  admitted ;  a 
Bifliop  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  having  fet  forth  that 
the  prefent  Conftitution  did  not  in  their  Opinions  anfwer  the 
End  of  Government,  they  were  therefore  refolvcd  to  make  the 
Crown  hereditary  in  his  Majefty's  Family,  and  leave  the  Ad- 
miniftration  entirely  in  his  Hands,  becaufe  they  were  fenfible 
he  had  done  all  that  was  in  his  Power  for  the  Good  of  his 
People  ;  and  would  have  done  much  more,  if  more  had  been 
in  his  Power.  The  King  thanked  them  for  their  good  Inten- 
tions, but  at  the  fame  time  told  them,  that  the  Confent  of  the 
Nobility  was  ncceflanr  to  render  that  efFe£luaI  which  they  had 
propofcd.  At  the  fame  time,  under  pretence  of  fecuring  the 
City  fcrom  any  Diforders  that  might  arife  from  this  Ferment  in 
the  Diet,  he  ordered  the  Gates  to  be  (hut,  and  having  the  Army 
entirely  in  his  Power,  potted  Guards  wherever  he  judged  it 
jieceflary,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  for  any  body  to  go  out  of 
Copenhagen  but  by  his  Leave,  which  brought  Things  to  a  fpeedy 
Conclufion. 

The  NobUity  quickly  difcerned  the  Error  of  which  they 
had  been  guilty;  but  difcerned  it  too  late,  as  producing  no 
other  Fruit  than  the  knowing  that  it  was  irreparable.  They 
fent  and  ofFered  the  King  to  entail  the  Crown  upon  his  Heirs 
.Male,  and  to  encreafe  his  Power  confiderably ;  but  the  King 
gave  them  to  underftand  that  this  would  not  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe,  and  confequently  would  never  content  the  Clergy  and 
People.  After  this  fruitlefs,  and  difhonourable  Struggle,  the  No- 
bles found  tbemfelves  obliged  to  comply  ;  and  three  Days  after, 
the  King,  the  Queen,  and  Royal  Family,  appeared  on  a  Kind  of 
Theatre  ereded  for  that  Purpofe ;  and  being  feated  in  Chairs 
of  State  under  rich  Velvet  Canopies,  received  the  Homage  of 
all  the  Senators,  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Commons,  in  ,the 
Sight  of  the  Army.  And  thus  the  Gentry  oiDenmarky  in  the 
Face  of  their  Country,  divefted  themfelves  of  Right  as  well 
as  Power,  and  made  a  formal  Surrender  of  their  Liberties  to 
the  Crown.  The  King  governed  after  this  with  great  Wifdom 
and  Prudeuce,  ten  Years,  and  died  univerially  beloved  by  his 
Subjeds,  whofe  Affeftions  he  gained  by  many  Afls  of  Libera- 
lity, and  by  taking  Care  that  Juftice  fhould  be  duly  and  fpeedily 
admininftred. 

His  Son  CMjiiern  V.  fuccceded  in  1 670,  and  having  put 
his  Affairs  into  vciy  good  Order,  and  made  fevcral  powerful 
Alliances,  he  refolved  to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  re- 
cover part  of  what  his  Predeceflbrs  had  loft  to  the  Swedes. 
But  that  he  might  be  in  a  better  Condition  to  do  this,  he 
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refolded  to  make  himfdf  Mafter,  firft,  of  the  Perfonof  the  Duke 
oiHoffteln^  in  which  he  fucceeded,  but  with  very  little  Advan-. 
tage  to  his  Reputation ;  for  the  Puke  fufpeding  nothing,  in 
1075  came  to  Rtnjbourg  to  vifit  him,  and  was  there  feized  and 
put  under  a  Guard,  till  fuch  Time  as  heconfented  to  relinquifh 
the  Advantages  he  had  gained  by  the  Treaty  of  Rofchild  5  after 
which  the  King  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Tonningeriy  the  ftrongeft 
Place  in  his  Dominions,  and  purfuing  his  Advantage  likewiie 
reduced  ff^fmar. 

He  had  alfo  fome  Succefs  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next 
Year,  but  his  good  Fortune  did  not  continue  long;  for  be- 
ing defeated  by  the  Swedes^  in  the  famous  Battle  of  Lundin^ 
he  was  from  tint  time  never  able  to  do  much  againft  tl^m  by 
Land,  though  by  Sea  he  was  fortunate,  but  at  laft  made  Peace 
with  that  Crown  upon  equal  Terms.  He  afterwards  employed 
his  Forces  againft  the  City  of  Hamburgh^  upon  which  the 
Kings  of  Denmark  always  had  Pretenfions,  which  twice  in  his 
Reign  he  made  turn  to  g(3od  Account.  In  the  Year  1 694,  on 
the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Hol/lein-Gottorp^  his  Danijh  Ma- 
jefty  formed  new  Claims  upon  that  Family,  which  were  for 
fome  time  adjufted  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Emperor,  and 
the  Kines  of  Great  Britain  and  Sweden  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
JViUiam\\l.  and  Charles  XIL  whofe  Sifter  the  Duke  of  Hoi- 
Jiein  had  efpoufed.  But  in  the  laft  Years  of  his  Life  thefeDi- 
fturbanccs  broke  out  again,  and  Things  were  on  the  Point  of 
coming  to  a  Rupture,  when  the  King  died  in  the  Month  of 
September  ib^C). 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  Frederick  IV.  afied  precifcly  on  his 
Father's  Principles,  and  refolved  to  compel  the  Dukes  of 
Holjtein  to  remain  dependent  on  the  Kings  of  Denmark  for  the 
future  5  in  order  to  which,  he  over-run  that  Country,  and 
undertook  the  Siege  of  Tonningen^  which  gave  occafion  to  that 
long  War  in  the  North  at  the  Hcginning  of  tlie  prefent  Cen- 
tury, of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid  in  the  former  Article. 
The  Engi/Jh  znd  Dutehy  aS  Guarantees  of  the  late  Peace,  fcnt 
a  powerful  Fleet  into  the  Balticky  and  the  King  of  Sweden  at 
the  fame  time  befieged  Copenhagen y  fo  that  the  Danes  were 
obliged  to  conclude  the  famous  Treaty  of  I'ravendahl^  on  the 
1 8th  of  Auguji  1700.  It  was  ftipulated  in  this  Treaty,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Holjlein  (houldfor  the  future  enjoy  the  feme 
Rights  with  other  Sovereigns  j  that  the  Duke  {houJd  be  at  liber- 
ty to  raife  Troops  and  build  Forts  in  his  own  Dominions, 
provided  they  were  two  Miles  diftant  from  any  Fortrefs  be-» 
longing  to  the  Danes^  and  at  leaft  a  Mile  from  their  Frontiers^ 
Jt  was  likewife  agreed,  that  the  Crown  of  Denmark  fliould  pay 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Holjlnn  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  Crowns, 
and  that  the  Chapter  of  Luhec  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  cleft  a 
Prince  of  Hotftein  for  their  Bifhop. 

It  was  hoped  by  the  Maritime  Powers  that  this  Peace  would 
have  been  lafting,  and  that  no  farther  Debates  could  arife,  but 
the  very  next  Year  however  produced  a  new  Difpute :  Part  of 
the  Chapter  of  Lubec  having  elefted  the  Brother  of  the  Duke  of 
HoIfttWy  and  Part  the  Prince  of  Denmark^  Coadjutor  and  Suc- 
ceflbr  to  their  then  Bifhop.  In  1705  the  Bifhop  died,  and  then 
Ae  Debate  ran  fo  high,  that  the  Maritime  Powers  Were  forced 
again  to  interpofe,  not  indeed  by  Force  of  Arms,  but  by  Dint 
of  ^4oney  ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Prmcc^of  HoI/hJ?i  fhould  remain  Bifhop  of  Lubtc,  and  that  the 
Prince  of  Denmark  fhould  receive  from  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  2l  Pcniion  by  way  of  an  Equivalent.  In  170^'  the  King 
of  Denmark  made  the  Tour  of  Italyy  and  the  next  Year  he  at- 
tacked the  Sivedes^  by  whom  he  was  roughly  handled  in  Schonen  ; 
but  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  he  had  better  Succefs  by  Sea. 
In  171  s  in  ConjundKon  with  the  King  of  Poland,  he  fell  into 
the  Swei^Jh  Pomerama,  where  he  took  Domgarien^  but  failed  in 
two  other  Enterprizes  the  fame  Year. 

In  1712  he  made  himfelf  Mafler  of  the  Town  of  Stade  and 
the  Duchy  of  Bremen -y  but  the  fame  Year  his  Army  was 
beaten  by  the  Swedes,  who  afterwards  burnt  the  fine  Town  of 
Altena  to  the  Ground.  In  1714  and  17 15,  he  had  great  Suc- 
cefs againtt  ^^  Swedes  both  by  Sea  and  Land  j  and  in  1 7 16, 
he  drove  them  entirely  out  of  the  Places  tfu  y  had  conquered 
in  Norway^  and  in  ConjuncSlion  with  the  Prujjians  reduced 
Wifmar  ;  after  which  he  did  not  pufh  the  War  with  the  fame 
Vigour  for  many  Reafons,  but  chiefly  bccaufc  he  faw  that 
his  Succefs  would  be  Icfs  advantageous  to  himfelf  than  to  his 
Allies,  This  made  him  the  more  inclinable  to  Peace,  which 
was  conduded  under  the  Mediation  of  George  I.  King  of  Great 
Britain,  in   172c. 

By  this  Treaty  his  Danijh  Majefty  obtained  all  that  he  could 
reafonably  exped,  and  which  to  him  was  a  Matter  of  great 
Confequence,  he  procured  the  Guarantee  ot  the  King  of 
Prarue  for  the  PoffefEon  of  the  Duchy  of  Slefwick,  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  renewed  his,  which  had  been  given 
before.  After  the  Conclufion  of  this  Peace,  the  King  pafTcd 
his  Days  in  Eafe  and  Quiet,  and  met  with  only  one  Acci- 
dent to  diflurb  him,  the  Burning  of  his  Capital,  which 
happened  in  1728;  but  it  has  been  febuilt  with  great  Mag- 
liificence  fince.  This  Monarch  was  in  himfelf  indined  to 
promote  the  Welfare  and  Trade  of  his  Subjcdls,  and  willing 


to  promote  every  thing  that  mrglit  contribute  to  thoir  Beneik  | 
but  towards  the  End  of  his  Life,  it  was  thou^  he  liften'd  too 
much  to  Projectors,  who  induced  him  to  enter  upon  Schemes 
which  were  not  always  attended  wid)  the  Confequences  he 
expc&ed  from  them.  He  died  however  greatly  regretted  on 
the  fecond  of  O&aber  173c,  when  he  had  attained  the  Age  of 
fixty  compleat. 

His  Son^  the  late  King  Chrifliem  VI.  aicended  the  Throne 
of  his  Anceftors  with  univerfal  Reputation.  He  had  in  his  Fa* 
tber's  Life-time  been  very  attentive  to  the  Concerns  of  the 
Eajl-India  Company,  and  had  been  in  a  great  meaAire  the 
Support  of  it ;  which  induced  the  People  to  hope  that  a  par* 
ticular  Regard  for  Trade  would  be  the  principal  View  of  his 
Reign  ;  and  fo  indeed  it  proved.  At  his  very  Acoeifion  to  the 
Government  he  made  many  Changes,  but  all  of  dieih  fuch 
as  gave  great  Satisfadion  to  his  Subjeds,  who  were  particu- 
larly pleafed  with  his  abolifhing  a  Farm  that  had  been  efhbliOied 
in  his  Father's  Time,  for  the  foje  vending  Wine,  Brandy,  Salt, 
and  Tobacco,  which  was  very  burtheniome  to  the  Subjefts, 
however  advantageous  to  the  Prince.  Such  86  were  interefted 
in  the  Farm  ofttred  to  advance  larger  Sums,  if  it  might  be  con- 
tinued ;  but  the  King  anfwered,  It  brought  in  tw  mfch^  Rnct 
bis  Suhje&s  complained  of  the  Exa^iom  which  it  eccaftwiea.  A 
Sentence  worthy  of  perpetual  Memory  and  Admiration  ! 

This  was  not  an  A<St  done  haftily,  and  in  the  Honey-moon 
of  his  Government ;  but  his  whole  Adminiftration  was  of  a 
Piece,  fo  that  he  became  juftly  reputed  one  of  the  wifeft 
Crown'd  Heads  in  Europe,  In  1732  he  acceded  to  the  Treaty 
between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Peter shurgh,  by  which  he 
obtained  their  Guaiantce  for  his  own,  and  became  hi mfelf 
Guarantee  for  their  Dominions,  and  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanc- 
tion. In  virtue  of  a  feparate  Article  of  this  Treaty,  the  King 
obliged  himfelr  to  pay  the  Duke  of //^/y'/^/w  a  Million  ofRix- 
dollars,  provided  he  renounced  his  Prett  nfions  on  the  Duchy  of 
Slefmck,  It  was  in  confequencc  of  this  Treat}',  that  in  the 
Year  1734  he  marched  fix  thoufand  Men  for  the  Emperor's 
Service,  in  the  War  that  happened  on  account  of  the  Succeffion 
to  the  Crown  of  Poland.  In  1736  he  terminated  the  old  Difpute 
between  the  Crown  of  Denmark  and  the  City  of  Hamhurgh^  and 
thereby  obtained  half  Million  of  Marks  of  Silver  from  thai 
City,  as  well  as  fome  other  Conceffions  which  were  very  ad- 
vantageous to  his  Subjects.  He  foon  after  ercfled  a  Council 
of  Trade,  whofe  Buunefs  is  to  examine  all  Propofels  made 
for  extending  it,  in  order  to  give  fuch  Encouragement  as 
may  he  neceiJary   for  carrying  them   into   Exci^ution,      He 
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likewife  fent  for  Workmen  out  of  Holland  and  other  Countries 
at  his  own  Expence,  to  eftablifb  Manufa£^ures  in  Denmark^ 
and  took  every  other  Step  for  their  Encouragement  that  his 
People  could  defu-e  or  exped.  Amongft  others  he  ereded  a 
Royal  Bank,  which  has  been  attended  with  many  advanta- 
geous Confequences ;  was  always  careful  to  keep  his  Fleet  and 
Army  in  a  proper  Condition  to  render  him  refpeded  by  his 
Neighbours ;  and  to  prevent  the  Expencc  occafioned  thereby 
from  bjecoming  burthenfome  to  his  People,  he  concluded  from 
time  to  time  IVeaties  of  Subfidy  with  Foreign  Powers,  which 
brought  in  large  Sums  without  expofmg  him  to  the  Neceffity 
of  taking  any  Share  in  any  of  the  Quarrels,  eitlier  in  the  North 
or  in  Germany. 

Yet  this  prudent  and  pacifick  Condufl  never  hindered  him 
from  making  Ufe  of  vigorous  Meafures  when  they  appear- 
ed really  neceflary,  as  was  evident  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Steinhorji^  when  he  differed  with  the  Eleflorate  of 
Hanover^  and  in  that  of  the  Ifeland  Fifhery,  which  occafion'd 
a  Quarrel  with  the  Dutch ;  in  both  which  Inftances  he  be- 
haved with  fo  much  Firnmefs  as  to  carry  his  Point,  and  that 
too  without  entering  into  a  War.  It  was  foldy  from  the 
great  Reputation  he  had  acquired  by  his  wife  and  upright  Ad* 
miniflration,  that  induced  the  Swe^Jh  Nation  to  caft  their  Eyes 
upon  his  Son,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Denmark^  when  they 
were  about  to  chufe  a  Succeflbr  to  their  late  King;  and 
though  he  did  not  prevail  in  that  Point,  yet  he  carried  it 
much  farther  than  could  be  well  expe£ted,  and  extricated  hint* 
fcif  at  laft  from  the  DifSculties  into  which  it  brought  him,  with 
Honour. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  late  War  he  was  very  ftrongly  foUi- 
cited  to  take  part  with  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  and  her  Allies, 
but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  break  through  that  Neu- 
trality, which  appeared  to  be  fo  beneficial  to  his  Subjefks.  He 
found  himfelf  moft  of  all  embarraffed  by  the  Pretentions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Holfteinj  which  having  now  the  Countenance  and 
Support  of  UtiQ  Ruffian  Empire,  he  had  great  Reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  even  the  powerful  Guarantees  he  had  procured, 
might  prove  ineffectual  for  his  Support.  In  this  Situation  he 
adled  with  fuch  Prudence  and  Circumfpeftion,  and  (hewed  fo 

?eat  a  Difpoiition  to  compromife  Matters  upon  moderate 
erms,  difi:overing  at  the  fame  time  by  the-  Armaments  made 
upon  the  Occafion  juft  mentioned,  that  he  was  in  a  Condition,- 
in  cafe  he  was  attacked,  to  defend  himfelf;  that  after  all  he 
procured  his  Peace  with  Rujpa  to  be  prolonged,  without 
entering  into  the  DiicuiEons  of  the  Points  in  Debate  with 
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die  Houfe  of  Hol/tem ;  and  thereby  .gave  a  LefS>n  to  his  Son, 
who  has  renewed  that  Treaty  very  lately.  'In  fine,  during 
the  Courfe  of  fixteen  Years  that  he  reigned,  he  never  fell  into 
one  falfe  Step  a^inft  the  Interefts  of  his  Crown,  or  to  the 
Prgudice  of  his  Subjeds ;  fo  that  as  no  Prince  of  his  Time 
was  more  beloved  or  better  obeyed  while  living,  hardly  any 
at  their  Death  have  been  more  iincerely  or  univierfally  la- 
mented. 

His  Son  Frederick  V.  the  prefent  Poileflbr  of  .the  Throne, 
fiicceeded  to  it  July  26,   1746,  in  the  twenty- third  Year  of 
his  Age  J  he  efpoufed  atx)ut  three  Years  before,    the  Princels 
Lomfa  of  Great  Britain^  by  whom  he  has  an  Heir  apparent, 
born  yanuary  18,  1749.     Upon  his  firft  taking  the  Reins  of 
Government  into  his  Hands,   he  thought  fit  to  make  a  few 
Alterations  very  judicious  in  themfelves,  and  acceptable  to  his 
Subjeds.     He  has  fieadily  purfued  his  Father's  Maxims    in 
maintaining  Peace,  improving  the  Trade,  and  encouraging  the 
Induftry  of  his  ^ubje^ ;  his  Application  to  Bufinefs,  joined  to  a 
cdnAant  and  well-regulated  (Economy,  has  enabled  him  not 
only  to  live  within  the  Bounds  of  his  Revenue,  but  to  make 
very  confiderable  Savings.    In  this  however,  he  has  condu£led 
himielf  as  a  wife  and  good  Prince,  or  rather  in  fuch  a  Manner 
as  to  become  a  Model  to  thofe  of  his  own  Rank,  who  gene- 
roufly  afpire  to  fo  fublime  a  Chara£ter;  for  he  has  demonftrated 
that  this  did  not  arife  fi'om  Avarice,  or  a  natural  Nearneis  o£ 
Temper,  but  fi-om  a  noble  and  truly  royal  Principle  of  doing 
whatever  might  contribute  to  the  Publick  Good.     For  in  tho^ 
Provinces  of  his  Dominions  that  have  fufFered   by  inevitable 
Calamities,  fuch  as  the  Mortality  among  their  Cattle,  and  the 
Inclemency  of  Seafons,  he  has  remitted  even  his  juft  Rights. 
He  has  expended  very  confiderable  Sums  for  encouraging  and 
promoting  new  Manufactures,  and  he  has  difcharged  a  large 
Debt  which  was  due  from  the  Crown. 

Tills,  though  in  itfelf  very  extraordinary,  confidering  the 
Sum  and  the/fhort  Time  he  has  reigned,  has  been  attended  with 
a  Circumftance  too  fuigulap  to  be  omitted,  even  in  this  fuc- 
cin£l  Recapitulation  of  Events  ^  in  which  we  pretend  not  to 
give  the  Hiftory,  but  a  few  hiftorical  Remarks  only  upon  the 
fate  Reigns.  The  Creditors  of  the  Crown,  as  foon  as  they 
were  inferihed  of  his  Majefty's  Dei^n,  endeavoured  to  pre* 
vent  it,  by  humbly  reprelenting  that  if  he  was  difpleafed  at 
the  Largen€f6  of  their  Intereft,  they  were  content  to  accept 
of  Four  inftead  of  Five  per  Cent,  which  ha4  been  hitherto 
paid  themi  but  his  Danijh  MajeAy  anfwered,  that  having  the 
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Money  in  his  Cofleft,  where  it  could  be  of  no  Sen'icc  to  th* 
PuWicki  he  chofe  to  difcharge  their  Obligation ;  but  that  he 
would  take  if  as  a  Favour  done  to  himieif,  if  they  would  lend 
the  Money  he  now  paid  theim  at  a  low  Intereft  to  his  Subjefts, 
which  might  enable  them  to  extend  their  Commeree,  and  im- 
prove the  new  ManufadKires. 

It  is  incredible  to  what  a  Degree  his  own  and  his  Fatheifd 
peaceable  and  prudent  Adminiftration  have  contributed  to  the 
Benefit  of  the  Countries  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Denmark  ; 
and  how  much  the  Face  of  Aihiirs  is  changed  within  fo  fliort  a 
Time.  New  Ports  have  been  opened,  which  has  been  owing 
to  the  opening  new  Channels  of  Trade;  the  Shipping  of  the 
Danes  has  been  more  than  doaUed,  and  the  Revenues  of  the 
Crown  have  ihereafed  in  the  fame  Prc^ortion  within  that  fmaH 
Space.  The  Court  is  fplendid  without  Profufion^  the  King 
rich  without  OpprciSon,  the  Minifters  attentive  to  the  Duties 
of  their  refpeftive  Sfariorts,  not  only  from  the  Example  of  their 
Matter,  but  from  the  Senfe  they  have  that  a  contrary  Bdiaviour 
would  infallibly  draw  upon  them  immediate  Difgrace.  Adored 
at  home,  and  refpefted  abroad,  the  King  Is  only  attentive  to 
preferve  and  promote  the  Happinds  of  his  SubjeAs,  in  which  he 
places  his  own. 

It  is  a  Pleafure  ta  infift  upon  a  Subjeft  of  this  Nature,  and 
it  is  at  the  fame  time  the  Duty  of  a  Political  Writer,  to  {hew 
that  he  has  a  Pleafure  in  beftowing  juft  Praifes,  and  in  pay- 
ing where  Truth  direfts  that  Tribute  of  Applaufe  which  is 
due  to  good  Princes,  from  all  who  have  Occafion  to  enquire 
into,  and  are  thence  enabled  to  become  acquainted  with  their 
Charaders.  Befides,  it  ferves  to  iJluftrate  that  great  and  lead- 
ing Maxim  in  Politicks,  that  where  the  aSual  and  real  Interefls 
of  any  Government  are  the  fame,  that  is,  where  the  par- 
ticular Views  of  the  Prince  coincide  with  the  Publick  Good, 
the  Progrefs  made  is  equally  fwift  and  great.  Yet  this  is 
a  Remark  that  is  commonly  left  to  diftant  Hiftorians,  from 
an  unaccoumable,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  moft  unwarrantable 
Propenfity  to  commend  paft,  and  to  condemn  our  oWn  Times^ 
whereas  we  ought  to  fhew  the  fame  Impartiality  with  rdpeffc 
to  both.  It  is  by  adhering  to  this  honeft  and  equitable 
Spirit  only,  that  an  Author  can  hope  to  render  any  Service 
to  his  Reader,  and  to  make  his  Writings  efteemed  ufeful 
rather  than  agretaWe  Amufements  5  which,  how  much  focver 
they  may  entertain  for  a  Day,  from  the  Neamefs  of  their 
Difpofitions,  the  Sprightlinefs  of  their  Sentiments,  or  the  Elc- 

gnce  of  their  Language,  cannot  fail  of  finking  fpeedity  into 
blivion  \  fmccj  as  the  immortal  Mafter  of  the  Roman  Elo- 
quence 
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((Uence  long  ago  obferved.  Opinion  is  a  fleedng  Things  but 
Truth  and  Reality  fubfift  without  feeling  the  EfFc£ts  of  Age. 

The  Danes  have  been  formerly  eftcaiied  a  very  warlike  Na- 
tion, and  though  from  their  Misfortunes  in  their  Wars  with 
the  SivedfSj  their  Power  is  much  diminifhed,  yet  the  Credit 
of  the  Danijh  Troops  is  ftill  very  good.  I  he  Forces  the 
King  keeps  up  are  very  well  paid  and  difciplined,  and  are 
numerous  enough  to  fecure  his  Dominions  againft  any  In- 
vasion, more  efpecially  as  his  Fleet  is  in  excellent  Order,  and  ^ 
as  the  Danijh  Seamen  and  the  Norwegians  are  juftly  reputed 
the  beft  in  the  North.  His  Revenue  amounts  to  between  two 
and  three  Millions  of  RixdoUars,  which  the  prefent  King  has 
fo  prudently  employed  as  to  have  always  Money  in  his  Coffers,. 
and  to  defray  sdl  the  Charges  of  Government,  without  load- 
ing his  People  with  extraodinary  Taxes,  fo  that  we  need  not  • 
wonder  he  is  fo  univerfally  beloved.  The  Clergy,  though  they 
have  but  fmall  Livings,  are  as  much  confidered  in  Denmark  as 
in  any  Country  in  the  World  ;  becaufe  fince  the  great  Change' 
in  their  Government  brforementioned,  the  Tranquillity  of  the 
Nation  depends  very  much  upon  their  Influence  over  the  People, 
which  they  have  hitherto  conftantly  exerted  in  Favour  of  the 
Crown, 

The  Laws  of  this  Country  have  been  defervcdly  in  Repu- 
tation, as  lying  within  a  very  narrow  Compafs,  a  moderate 
Quarto  containing  them  all ;  and  the  Adminiibation  of  Juflice 
is  fo  well  looked  aiter,  that  Suits  m  this  Country  are  but  few^ 
and  thofe  very  fpeedily  determined.  The  King  makes  and  re- 
peals Laws  as  to  him  appears  neceflary  for  the  Good  of  his  Sub- 
jeds,  but  the  Crown  has  always  ufed  this  Power  with  much 
Moderation  and  Difcretion :  fo  that  as  Denmark  may  be  truly 
iaid  to  be  the  only  legally  abfolute  Government  in  Europe^  per- 
haps in  the  World,  the  People  have  had  lefs  Reafon  to  regret 
the  Change  made  by  themfelves  than  could  well  have  been  ex- 
pe£^ed ;  and  if  their  Monarchs  copy  after  the  Example  of  their 
prefent  King,  the  Danes  will  feel  fewer  Evils  from  the  Want  of 
Liberty,  than  in  other  Nations  are  produced  by  the  Abufe 
of  it. 

What  has  been  already  faid,  fdficiently  explains  the  domef- 
tick  Interefts  of  tliis  Nation,  which  having  fuflered  extreamly 
by  the  warlike  Temper  of  many  of  its  Prmces,  as  well  as  by 
the  too  great  Power  of  the  potent  Families  of  their  Nobility 
in  former  Times,  muft  be  content  to  aim  at  repairing  their 
paft  Miftakes  by  an  ifiduftrious  and  frugal  Conduit  for  the 
future.  Titles  were  not  formerly  in  ufe  here  any  more 
than  in  Sweden  j  but  of  late  thofe  of  Baron  and  Count  have 
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been  Introduced,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  Famtlied  have  beeri 
honoured  with  them  by  the  Crown. 

The  Kingdom  of  Norway^  which  ftiU  renuins  united  to, 
that  of  Denmark^  is  of  great  Confequence ;  and  under  the  laft 
and  prefent  Reign  there  have  been  great  Improvements  made 
in  its  Trade,  and  the  Inhabitants  have  been  ufed  with  more 
Indulgence  than  formerly.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  in. 
regard  to  Ifdandj  and  other  Iflands  belonging  to  the  Crown 
of  Denmark^  which  have  been  of  late  Years  put  in  all  Re- 
fpe£b  into  a  much  better  Condition  than  they  were ;  fo  that 
their  Commoditie3  come  to  a  better  Market,  their  Manufactures 
are  in  a  much  more  flourlihing  Condition,  and  the  Number  of 
their  Inhabitants,  Towns,  and  Shipping,  is  continually  in* 
creafing ;  whereby,  in  the  Space  of  another  Century,  if  no 
Wars  break  out,  or  unforefcen  Confufions  happen,  the  Danes 
will  become  quite  another  People,  and  their  Monarchs  make  a 
greater  Figure  than  they  have  done  for  fome  Ages  paft  \  which 
will  probably  be  owing  to  the  Neccffity  they  muft  find  them- 
felves  under  of  living  upon  good  Terms  with  Sweden^  that  they 
may  not  be  in  any  Danger  from  the  Power  of  Rtiffia :  for  it  has 
been  the  perpetual  Quarrels  between  the  Swedes  and  Danes  that 
have  kept  both  Nations  low  j  as  the  Extin£lion  of  this  Humour 
woul4  infallibly  render  them  both  great,  or,  which  is  perhaps 
better,  fecure. 

In  refpeft  to  the  Empire,  Denmark  has  not  much  either  to 
hope  or  to  fear ;  for  if  fhe  can  but  preferve  the  peaceable  Poffef- 
lion  of  Slefwick^  it  will  be  a  fure  Barrier  to  her  Dominions  on 
the  Continent ;  and  with  regard  to  her  Iflands,  as  the  Princes  of 
the  Empire  have  no  great  Maritime  Power,  {he  cannot  be  much 
in  Danger  on  that  Side.  As  to  her  Difputes  with  the  Houfe  of 
Holftein^  they  can  be  only  dangerous  to  her  from  the  Support 
ri^at  Family  may  receive  from  the  Intercft  it  Jias  at  prefent  in 
RuJJia^  which  though  at  firft  Sight  it  may  appear  v^ry  formida- 
ble, yet,  when  clofely  cTcamined,  the  Scene  will  be  much 
changed.  For  in  the  firft  Place,  there  are  but  very  few  Powers 
in  Germany  that  would  be  pleaied  to  fee  the  Rufjians  in  that 
Country  5  and  the  Powers  that  have  guaranteed  Slejwick  to  Den^ 
marky  would  not  fail  in  fuch  a  Cafe  for  their  own  Sakes  to  in- 
terpofe.  Befides,  it  is  really  more  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Houfe 
of  Holjieiny  to  receive  a  good  Equivalent  for  its  Pretenfions 
to  that  Duchy,  than  to  enter  again  into  the  Pofleflion  of  It, 
unleis  with  a  View  to  facilitate  the  Conqueft  of  Denmark^ 
which  would  bring  oa  them  all  the  Powers  of  the  North  at 
once. 
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The  Hereditary  Oaim  which  the  Kings  of  Denmark  have 
upon  the  City  of  Hamburgh^  cannot  in  ail  human  Probability 
ever  furnilh  them  with  the  Means  of  bringing  that  City 
under  their  Power  \  becaufe  all  its  Neighbour^,  who  are  much 
fupcrior  in  Force  to  the  Crown  of  Denmark^  are  in  Intereft  ' 
concetned  to  prefeive  it,  and  fo  indeed  is  the  whole  Germa* 
nick  Body.  But  it  i$  not  at  all  unlikely  that  future  Quarrels^ 
bke  the  paft,  may  enable  the  Crown  of  Denmark  to  draw  from 
lime  to  time  coatiderable  Sums  from  the  Inhabitant^of  thi« 
rich  City  ^  though  after  a)l>  as  the  Trade  of  Denmark  indxafes^ 
the  true  Intereft  of  that  Kingdom  will  be  beft  promoted^  by 
entertaining  a  fair  Correfpondence  with  the  Hamburghirs^  who^ 
by  taking  Quantities  of  ihtir  Indian  Goods,  will  render  them 
more  real  ^rvice  in  their  prefent  independent  State,  than  if  ^ 
(which  1  faid  before  is  very  improbable)  the  Danes  ihould  ever 
obtain  Power  enough  to  bring  them  into  Subjection.  Befides^ 
the  Crown  of  Denmark  will  always  find  it  requifite  to  live  upoa 
good  Terms  with  their  German  Neighbours,  that  in  cafe  of 
War  either  with  Sweden  or  RuJ/ia,  file  may  depend  upon  their 
Affiftance,  wiihout  which  file  will  fcarce  be  able  to  defend  r^-*^ 
heifclf.  ^t: 

-  The  Inrerefts  of  D:nmark  wiih  regard  to  Sweden^  are  very 
much  changed  from  what  they  were.  The  Danes  remem- 
bering their  ancient  Power  when  their  Kings  were  poiTciled  of 
the  whole  North,  have  very  often  attempted  to  re-conquer 
Sweden,  and  continued  thefe  Endeavours  fo  long  and  fo  unfuc* 
ceisfuUv',  that,  without  the  Affiftance  of  her  Allies,  Denmark 
was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  conquered  in  her  Turn. 
In  thefe  Difputes  the  Darus  loft  fome  of  their  beft  and  moft 
fruitful  Provinces  to  the  Swedes^  which  was  a  new  Caufe  of 
Difcontent,  and  in  reality,  produced  two  or  three  of  the  laft 
Wart,  which  however  favourable  the  Conjundures  might  be 
when  they  were  undertaken,  yet  did  not  by  any  Means  prove 
fortunate  in  this  Refpeft,  the  Swedes  ftill  retaining  thofc  Domi- 
nions conquered  from  Denmark^  though  they  have  fuffered  fe* 
vcrcly  elfwherc. 

At  prefent.  Things  have  quite  altered  their  Appearance,  and 
the  fudden  and  furprizing  Increafe  of  the  Ruffian  Power  has 
taught  the  5u/^^^r  z:ii.  Danes  to  open  their  Eyes  a  little  to 
their  true  Interefts.  We  may  therefore  reafonab)y  exped^ 
that  for  the  future  thefe  Nations  wUI  be  better  Neighbours^  ' 
and  inftead  of  aiming  at  the  Conqueft  one  of  the  other^ 
will  make  it  their  Study,  by  living  in  a  clofe  Conjundion  ' 
of  Interefts,  to  preferve  the  Independency  of  both,  which 
may  be  effc^ually  done,   if  th^  old  Rancour  between  the 
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two  Nations  can  b^  but  thoroughly  extiilguiflicd.  This  feeros 
to  be  in  a  great  Meafure  done  already,  from  the  Influencfc 
which  his  Tate  Danifh  Maje.fty  fliewed  be  had  over  the  Com- 
mons o^  Swedehj  who  were  almoft  unanimoufly  in  the  Intereft 
of  his  Son.  But  though  fuch  a  defenfive  Alliance  may  effc6iuilly 
aiifwer  the  End  before  mentioned,  yet  there  fccms  noReafon 
to  believe  that  the  Swedes  and  Danes  will  engage  in  an  ofFenfivc 
War  againft  Rujia^  or  that  they  would  have  any  great  Succcft 
therein,  if  they  Ihould. 

As  to  the  Interefts  of  Denmark  with  refpecl  to  that  potent 
Empire,  they    certainly  confift  cither  in  maintaining  fo  ftridl 
andclofe  a  Friend(hip   therewith,  as   to  prevent  thereby  ali 
Apprefaenfions  of  Danger,  which  however  can  fcarce  this  Way 
.  be  done  ;  or  by  allying  herfclf  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  have 
no  Reafon  to  fear  any  Attempts  from  Rujfta^  which  may  very 
cafily  be  done  5  bccaufe  it  is  very  natural   for  a  1  the  Neigh- 
bours of  a  fuperior  Power' to  unite  againft  her  for  their  own 
Security  \  and   befides,    if  it  {hould  ac  any  time  fo   fall  out, 
that  the  Ruffians  fliould^rove  too  hard  for  fuch  an   Alliance, 
the   Maritime   Powers  would  certainly  intcrpofe  to  preferve 
the  Ballancc  in  the  North,  which  Ballance  fo  nearly  concerns 
them,  and  which  of  all  others,  by  exerting  only  their  naturaf 
Strength,   they  are  moft  able  to  keep  even. 
-    It  is  for  this  Reafon  that  it  imports  Denmark  above  all  things 
to  maintain   her  Friendfhip  unimpaired  with  the  Maritime 
Powers,  who  are  both  of  them  her  natural  Allies  :  His  Bri^ 
tannkk   Mdjefty  being  bound  in  bo.h  Capacities,    I  mean    as 
King  and  Ele<5tor,   as  well  by  Intereft  as  by  Treaties,  to  fup- 
port  the  Danes.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch  have  been  al- 
ways faft  Friends  to  Denmark ^  and  muft  be  fo  as  long  as  they 
continue  a  free  State  ;  there  feems  no  room  therefore  to  doubt 
that  Denmark  will  conftantly  ufe  her  utm')ft  Endeavours  to  cul- 
tivate a  good  Correfpondence  with  Nations  from    whom  <he 
hath  fo  much  Good  to  expeft,  and  from  whom  it  is  not  pro* 
bable  flic  can  ever  have  any  thing  to  fear. 

The  remote  Situation  of  Denmark  in  refpedl  to  the  South- 
ern Parts  of  Europe^  has  hitherto  hindered  any  great  Com- 
munication between  them;  but  that  is  not  likely  to  continue 
long  the  Cafe,  fmce  his  pre  fen t  as  well  as  his  late  Danifik 
Majefty  is  intent  on  extending  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjed?, 
•  particularly  into  the  Mediierrxinean  ;  with  which  View  he  hath 
not  only  obtained  various  ConctfEons  from  the  Court  of 
Vienna^  i)ut  has  entered  into  fome  Negociations  with  the  Court 
oi  Spain  likewjfe  j  and  has  lately  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
worce  with  the  King  of  the  Tw^  Sicilies. 
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The   great  Thing  Which  has  hitherto  dcterfed  the  Danef 
from  attempting  the  Trade  of  Italy^  and  other  Countries  ad- 
jacent,  was  the  Apprehenfion  of  having  their  Ships  continually 
taken  hy  ihc  Algerine:  and  other  Piratical  StsLtes  ^  of  Bariary. 
But  the  late  King,  to  remove  thefe  Difficulties,  was  pleafed  to 
equip  a  fmall  Squadon  for  the  Protefiion  of  the  Danijh  Mer- 
chant'Men  in  thofe  Seas  ;  and  declared  that  he  would  continue 
to  fend  fuch  a  Squadron  every  Spring,  which  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  cxercifed  the  Seamen  in  his  Service,   and  fccured  the 
Trade  of  his  Subjects,  made  the  Flag  of  Denmark  known  and 
refpcSed  in  thofe  Parts,  and  thereby  promoted  that  Prince's  ca- 
pital Delign  of  being  confidered  as  a  Maritime  Power.  Whether 
the  prefent  Monarch  will  be  foon  able  to  carry  this  into  Exe- 
cution, will  depend  upon  the  general  Turn  of  Affairs  xnEurcpe^ 
of  which  it  is  certain  that  no  Prince  is  more  capable  of  forming 
a  true  Judgment,  or  making  a  right  Ufe.  The  War,  while  it 
continued,  proved  alfo  favourable  to  thofe  Views,  as  it  afforded 
the  Danes  an  Opportunity  of  difpofing  of  dried  Filh,  and  other 
Commodities  carried  ufually  into  the  Mediterranean  by  other 
Nations.  It  is  alfo  more  than  probable,  that  the  Hopes  of  vend- 
ing Eaji  India  Goods  in  thofe  Countries,  may  have  feme  Share 
in  thefe  Projefts,  though  hitherto  nothing  can  be  affirmed  on 
this  Head  with  Certainty,  becaufe  the  Treaties  relating  to  thefe 
Points  are,  at  leaft  moft  of  them,  as  yet  but  in  Embryo.  But 
as  a  Peace  has  been  concluded  with   the  Piratical  otates  in 
Africa^   there  is  now  no  longer  occafion  to  fend  annual  Squa- 
drons into  the  Mediterranean. 

It  has  been  fuggefted  by  fome  Writers,  that  the  Danes 
may  have  it  in  their  Power  to  fupply  the  French  and  other 
Nations  wi;h  Beef,  Butter,  and  other  Provifions,  upon  as 
eafy  Terms  as  they  can  be  had  from  Ireland^  which  would 
certainly  prove  a  very  great  Advantage  to  them,  and  no  fmall 
Prejudice  to  us;  but  it  has  fallen  out  unluckily  for  them  during 
the  Courfe  of  the  laft  War,  that  a  contagious  Diftemper  pre- 
vailed amongft  their  Cattle,  which  prevented  thofe  Experi- 
ments from  being  made,  by  which  this  Matter  might  other- 
wife  have  been  determined.  However  it  is  very  certain,  that 
Denmark  and  Norway  can  furnifli  a  Multitude-  of  Commo- 
<3ities  of  Value  in  the  Southern  Parts  of  Europe  \  and  wherc- 
cvcr  they  fix  their  Trade,  it  will  neccffaiily  occafion  a  Con- 
nexion of  Intercfls,  and  thereby  render  the  Crown  of  Denmark 
more  coniiderable  than  (Be  has  hitherto  been  ;  more  efpcci- 
ally  if  there  be  any  Truth  in  what  has  been  fufpecSed,  that 
the  late  revoking  the  Treatv  of  Commerce  with  the  Dutch 
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by  the  Court  ^Virjailksy  was  with  %  View  to  make  Tfial  of 
what  might  be  done  by  encouraging  a  Fifii  Trade  from  the 
Danijb  Dominions.  This  the  Dutch  themrelves  have  appre- 
hended }  and  it  is  one  of  the  principal  Reafins  why  they  hare 
taken  To  much  Pains  in  negociating  with  the  Court  of  trance^ 
in  order  to  get  that  £di<St  recalled,  from  a  Jealoufv*  that  how 
indiiFerendy  foever  this  Trade  may  artfwur  at  6rft,  yet  in 
Time  all  Difficulties  may  be  removed,  efpecially  where  two 
abfolute  Monarchs  are  concerned,  whocan  oblige  their  Subjects 
to  do  and  bear  what  they  pleafe ;  which  is  a  very  high 
Advantage  cowards  carrying  either  good  or  bad  Meafures  into 
Execution. 

1  (hall  conclude  this  Article  with  endeavouring  to  explain  the 
Condu£t  that  Denmark  ought  to  purfue,  and  that  which  the 
prefent  King  has  all  along  purfued  with  regard  to  France,  It  is 
certain  that  formerly  the  clofe  Connexion  between  the  French 
and  the  Swedes  made  the  Danes  ]t^\ous  of  the  former,  and  at- 
tached them  more  dofely  to  the  Maritime  Powers  }  but  the 
prefent  King  of  Denmark  feema  in  fome  meafure  to  deviate 
from  this  Point  of  Policy,  and  has,  of  Ute  Years  efpecfaly,  been 
careful  to  maintain  agojd  Carrcfpondence  with  France.  We 
muft  not  however  perfuadc  ourjelves  from  thence,  that  this 
Monarch  has  defcrted  his  old  Principles,  or  that  he  is  not  as 
much  convinced  as  any  of  his  Predeceffors  of  the  Importance 
of  his  Friendihip  wiih  Great  Br i  am  and  Holland* 

The  Truth  is,  that  ciie  State  of  Things  between  Sweden 
and  Denmark  being  very  much  ahered,  the  King  of  Denmark 
has  the  lefs  Reaft»n  at  prefent  to  be  jealous  of  the  French  In- 
fluence thtre.  Befides  this,  wi;  ought  (o  confider,  that  as  re 
was  not  either  the  Intercil  or  It)t*iition  of  his  Danijb  Majefty 
to  take  any  Share  in  the  War  lately  determined,  or  to  part 
with  his  Forces  to  any  of  the  Powers  engaged  therein  \  fo  his 
receiving  Subiidies  from  France  t«*  do  this,  that  is»  to  keep  an 
cxaft  Neutrality,  which  is  alfu  -ll  that  Fiance  defires,is  rcaUy 
receiving  them  far  nothing  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  coniidered  as 
a  Matter- piece  of  Policy,  that  his  Danijh  Majefty  has  found 
Ways  and  Means  to  oWigc  ihe  French  not  only  to  pay  thefc 
'  Subiidies,  but  alPj  to  grant  his  Subjects  rery  confidcrable  Ad- 
vantages in  Trade  for  a^ing  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the  Max* 
itns  of  \iu  Government  would  have  led  him  to  a6i  tndependerlt 
of  thefe  Motives. 

But  if  Affairs  fliould  alter,  there  is  no  doiibt  the  King  of 
Dvnw/ri  will  alter  his  Conduct  ;  for  we  may  with  greater 
Certainty  reckon  on  the  Bdiuviour  of  this  Prince,  than  we  cart 
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upon  almoft  any  other  ;  becaufe  we  are  fure  that  he  will 
always  do  what  ia  fit  for  him  to  do,  and  fiegle^  noth/ng  that  is 
bittable  to  his  Dignityt  to  his  Love  for  Pcace»  and  bis  Regard 
lor  the  uue  Intercfts  of  his  Subjc^. 


CHAP.     VI. 

A  hritf  View  of  the  prefent  St  ate  ^  modern  Hifioryy 
legal  ConftitutioHy  political  Interejhy  and  parti^ 
cular  Views  of  the  Crown    (ind  Republick   of 
Poland, 

THERE  is  To  great  a  Mixture  of  Truth  and  Falfhood  in 
the  Notions  comnu>n)y  leceived  as  to  the  Power  and 
Circumfiances  of  this  Government*  that  at  the  fame  time  it 
hccooies  extreamly  neceflfary,  we  find  it  alfo  highly  di£F.cuU 
to  feparate  and  diftinguilh  them.  This  Perplexity  arifcs  from 
a  peculiar  Cricumftance,  which  will  be  at  large  explained  here* 
after,  but  of  which  we  arc  alfo  obliged  to  fay  fon.eA'hat  here. 
Thfc  dominant  Power  in  Poland  \^  not  a  King,  a  Miniiler,  a 
Council,  or  Senate,  but  the  whole  Body  of  the  Nobility  ;  and 
the  ruling  Paffion  of  this  dominant  Power,  is  to  prefcrvc  tJu's 
Prerogative,  which  for  the  Sake  of  giving  it  a  good  Name,  they 
arc  plcaftfd  to  ftile  Liberty^  in  its  full  Extent.  This  therefore 
may  be  confidered  as  the  accidental  Intercft  of  Poland^  that  is, 
in  contradidion  to  its  real  Intered  \  which,  as  in  all  other 
Countries,  is  no  other  than  the  Good  of  the  whole. 

But  here  lies  the  Misfortune,  that,  as  the  Perfons  who  purfue 
this  accidental  Intereft  have  a  conftunt  Succci&on,  there  is  but 
very  little  Ground  to  hope  that  the  real  Intereft  will  ever  pre- 
vail. Now  this  Circumftance  makes  the  common  Opinion  of 
t.-.e  Ficklenefs,  Imbecility,  and  Inftabilityof  t he  P(?//yA  Govern- 
ment really  true  ;  whereas,  if  any  Method  could  be  fallrn  upon 
to  bring  the  Poles  to  underftand,  to  vindicate,  and  fupport  their 
triie  Intereft,  nothing  would  be  more  falfe  ;  for  theyr  would 
then  have  a  fixed  and  proper  .Syftem,  which  they  have  a  Force 
more  than  fufficient  to  maintain ;  and  inftead  of  being  one  of 
the  weakeft  and  leaft  refpeAed,  Poland  would  become  one  of 
the  moft  powerful,  and  in  confequencs  of  that,  one  of  the 
moft  confidered  Kingdoms  in  Eunpe. . 

If  the  Reader  will  rcfed  upon  this  Remark,  which  is 
ftficlly  founded  in  Truth,  be  will   be  very  feldom  at  a  Lofs  i 
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for  the  Caufcs  of  the  principal  Events  which  occur  in  the 
Hiftory  of  Poland  in  1  inies  paft,  or  make  at  this  Day  the 
Subjed  of  our  Gazettes.  To  render  the  Ground  of  our  Af- 
feition  clearer,  it  may  be  proper  to  infift  on  a  few  Points  rela- 
tive to  this  Country  in  general.  If  wc  confider  Poland  with 
regard  to  its  Extent,  we  Ihall  find  it  thrice  as  big  as  France  ^lo- 
perly  fo  called  ;  in  its  Figure  it  is  ntarly  round,  fo  that  all  its 
Provinces  conne£t  with  each  other,  and  are  confequently  ca- 
pable of  contributing  to  their  mutual  Defence.  It  muft  jndeed 
be  owried,  that  the  Fruits  of  Spain^  the  Flowers  oi  Italy ^  and 
the  Vines  of  Hungary^  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  Part  of  Pc- 
land  5  neither  can  it  be  affirmed  that  the  Cities  and  great  Towns 
approach  in  Size  to  thtifc  of  Germany^  or  have  any  relation  in 
point  of  Neatnefs  to  fuch  as  we  meet  v/ith  in  liclland\  but  not- 
withftanding  this,  the  Country  is  far  from  being  barren  or 
thinly  peopled, 

Wc  may  judge  how  plentifully  it  is  ftored  with  Corn,  from 
its  being  ♦  ftilcd  the  Granary  of  the  North,  and  from  the  vaft 
Quantities  of  »^at  Commodity  annu^illy  exported  from  DaiiU 
TAck  \  it  abounds  alfo  in  Cattle,  without  any  Exaggeration  be- 
yond moft  Countiies  \t\  Europe  j  its  Forefts  furnilh  Timber  of 
all  Sorts,  and  for  all  Ufes,  and  that  in  a  Degree  more  than  fuf- 
ficicnt  for  the  Confumpiion  of  its  Inhabitants,  notwithftanding 
that  they  employ  frcquenily  Timber  to  thofc  Purpofes,  for 
which  in  other  Countries  they  make  ufe  of  Brick  and  Stone. 
Its  Lakes  are  full  of  feveral  Kinds  of  excellent  Fifli,  and  in 
the  Woods  and  Heaths  there  is  variety  and  plenty  of  Game, 
Some  Mines  there  are,  more  efpeci^lly  of  Salt,  which  are  in- 
exhauftible.  The^Climate  is  i:iWintcr  pretty  fevcre  i  they  have 
great  Rains  in  tfee  Autumn,  but  their  Summers  arc  generally 
fpcaking  warm  and  pleafant. 

The  Poles  are  naturally  aflive,  hardy,  and  rcbuft  ;  the  Gen- 
try have  many  Viituts,they  are  open,  generous,  aid  hofpitabJe, 
very  civil  to  Strangers,  and  for  the  moit  part  Men  of  Honour  j 
their  greateft  Failing  is  Vanity,  and  a  ftror.g  Inclination  to  live 
after  their  Manner  in  a  wild  kind  of  Magnificence.  As  for  the 
Pclijh  Ladies,  they  are  Women  of  exemplary  Piety  and  Virtue; 
and  as  to  the  meaner  Sort  of  People,  they  are  confefledly  lazy 
and  ignorant,  which. however  is  rather  to  be  charged  on  the 
Conititution  of  their  Gcjvernmcnt,  than  any  Defetts  in  their 
Country  j  for  'where  the  Law  has  rendered  Pcafants  incipablc 
of  poflc  fling  Property,  cnecannot  fuppufc  they  will  take  pains 
to  acquire  it.  1  heir  \vd\h  g  no  Porli^  fliiiSlv  fpcjiking,  rxcept 
Damzicky  is  the  Realcn  tliat  they  have  IVitle  Ccrnmerce  with 
thtir  Neighbours  ^  but  this"  Deficiency   mull  Ic  alfo  charged 
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o^on  their  Governnient ;  for  when  they  were  in  a  better  Con- 
dition in  that  Refpcct  by  their  being  in  Poflcflion  of  Lhonia^ 
they  (hewed  no  great  Inch'nation  to  improve  them.  Thc'w 
Turn  in  geneial  is  to  Arms  and  good  FclJowfliip ;  but/rom  do*, 
mcftick  Feuds  and  Animofities  their  Valour  is  moftly  expe- 
rienced upon  each  other,  and  by  their  inteftine  Divifions  ihey. 
have  often  become  a  Prey  to  tho/e  Nations,  whom  if  they  had 
been  united,  they  had  Strength  fufficient  not  only  to  repulfe  but 
to  conquer. 

This  makes  them  very  good  Neighbours,  for  their  Ambiti  ^n 
has  never  tempted  them,  at  leaft  fur  fome  Ages  paft,  to  make 
any  Attempts  upon  others  5  but  then  the  Power  of  their  Nobi-i 
lity  is  fo  great,  that  the  People  are  apt  to  (hew  but  little  Vigour 
in  the  Support  of  it ;  nor  can  this  be  wondered  at  in  any  Natioii 
where  the  People  cannot  be  properly  faid  to  defend  themfelves. 
The  Polijh  Armies,  as  we  (lull  fee  hereafter,  liavc  fouglit  with 
Succefs  and  Glory  againft  the  Turks  and  Tartars  ;  but  this  was 
owing  to  their  Nobility  mounting  on  Horftback,  and  deciding 
the  Bufinefs  in  one  6r  two  Campaigns.  The  fame  tiling  thac 
we  collc£l  from  their  VK^ories,  we  may  infer  alfo  frohi  their 
Defeats  ;  they  have  fuffered  deeply  from  their  Wau  with  the 
Swedes^  and  of  late  have  been  greatly  awed  by  the  Ruffians  j  in 
both  Cafes  however  this  has  been  owing  to  their  faaviog'to  d^ 
with  regular  Forces,  which  a  Crown  Army  compofed  of  tXin 
Battalions  under  a  bad  Difcipline  and  poorly  paid  could  Jtpvgr 
rcfift.  c  .  - 

While  their  Monarchs  had  a  reafonable  'Degree  of  Ppweir^ 
they  pr9tc6ted  them  from  fuch  Misfortunes,  as.  we  {hail  f<$ehen^- 
after,  by  the  eftablifliinga  proper  Militia,  to  whom  they.afligq- 
ed  Lands  in  lieu  of  Pay  ;  but  through  Errors  in  Government 
thofe  Regulations  have  been  long  fubvcrted,  and  the  C'Jfaclfs 
who  in  former  times  were  the  Defence  of  Poland^  a<n  now  on 
the  Side  of  their  Enemies.  But  after  all,  perhaps  none  efcheie 
Miftakes  are  irretrievable  ;  and  if  the  prefent  Weaknefs  and 
Dlftrcfs  of  that  Kingdom,  which  is  greater  than  over,  fboujd 
at  laft  infpire  them  with  a  true  Notion  of  their  Errors,  and  in- 
cline them  to  Amendment,  it  might  ftiil  app^r  their  Cafe  is  n^t. 
pad  Remedy;  tho'  if  nothing  of  this  kind  happens,  it  will  be 
very  foon.  TTieir  Neighbours  have  already  encroached  upon 
them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  nothing  but  their  Factions  coulJ  have 
encouraged,  and  nothing  but  their  FoUy  and  want  of  publick 
Spirit  could  have  brought  a  bfave  Nation  to  bear.  But  it  is 
now  time  to  purfueour  ordinary  Method,  and  to  enter  upoq  a 
Series  of  Fa<5ls  neceflitry  to  render  thefe,  as  w«sll  as  our  fubfcquc^t 
RcfleiSlipns  intelligible. 

G  4  Tbct^ 


[88] 

There  ire  few  Hiftories  more  coofurcd  tkan  that  of  Poland^ 
infomuch  that  we  know  little  or  nothing  with  Certainty,  or 
at  leaft  with  Certainty  enough  for  our  Purpofe,  before  the 
Reign  of  JagiUm^  who  mounted  the  Throne  in  the  latter 
End  of  the  fourteenth  Century^  He  was  Grand  Duke  of  £f- 
tbuania  and  a  Pagan ;  but  on  his  being  elcded  King  of  PsUmd 
he  became  a  Chnlhan,  and  took  care  to  make  hisSubjedis  fo  ; 
,  he  alfo  united  the  whole  of  his  hereditary  Dominions  to  thofe 
of  Polandy  which  induced  the  Poles  to  have  fuch  a  Regard  for 
his  Memory^  as  to  preferve  the  Crown  in  his  Family  until  his 
Male  Line  extinguiUied  in  Sigifmund  Augujiw  l\\  1552. 

After  much  Confufion  and  a  long  Struggle  between  the  two 
Fadions»  Ihnry  Duke  of  Anjfiu^  Brother  to  CbarUs  IX.  of 
Franci^  was  eledcd  King  of  Poland^  in  preference  to  MaximU 
Van  of  Aujiria\  but  before  he  had  enjoyed  the  Crown  four 
Months,  his  Brother  died,  and  Hinry  returned  privately  into 
Franciy  which  Kingdom  he  governed  by  theNameofi/ifitryrlll, 
and  this  Eledion  and  (hort  Reign  introduced  the  Correfpon* 
dence  between  the  French  and  the  PoUs^  which  has  fubiifted 
ever  fince,  but  very  little  to  the  Advantage  of  the  latter. 

.  At  iirft,  the  Nobilify  of  Poland  exprefled  prodigious  Refent- 
ment  at  the  Uiage  -they  had  met  with ;  Kmg  Henrj  having ; 
taken  the  Advantage  of  a  dark  Night  to  make  his  £lcape  an3 
to  defert  that  Throne,  to  which,  not  without  much  Trouble 
and  Sollicitations,  he  had  been  admitted  ;  and  therefore  upoa 
his  Abdication*  the  Party  which  bad  efpoufed  the  Caufe  of 
A^Mimilianoi  Aujlriaj^  endeavoured  to  revive  his  Pretenfions 
and  to  place  upon  his  Head  that  Diadem  which  his  Rival  had 
quitted  ;  but  however  they  were  not  able  to  tarry  their  Point, 
the  Majority  of  the  Pchi  being  inclined  to  cbufe  a  Prince 
that  they  were  fure  would  refide  amongft  them  1  a  Thing 
they  could  no  more  exped  from  Maximilian  than  from  Henry 
of  Anjou,  confidering  the  Viewf  the  former  of  thefe Princes  bad 
in  Germarj. 

It  was  tor  this  Reafon,  more  efpecially,  that  they  made 
Choice  of  Stephen  Batori^  Prince  of  Tranfilvaniay  who  had 
already  gained  a  great  Reputation  by  his  Courage.  He  found 
notwithftanding  fome  Difficulties  to  ftruggle  with  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  Reign  ;.  for  a  confiderable  Party  declared  ag^nft 
htm,  and  feized  upon  the  City  of  Danmck  on  the  Behalf  of 
Maximilian.  King  Stepien^  however,  tcok  the  wifeft  Way  to 
eftabli(h  himfeU  on  the  Throne  of  Poland^  by  marrying  Anne 
the  Siiter  of  Sigifmund  Auguftust  of  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Ja^ 
gellgn^  which  procured  him  the  A|Fe£tipn  of  a)l  his  Sub]c£b« 
After  reducing  Dantzick^  he  engaged  in  a  War  againtt  the 
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Mt^ovius^  from  whom  he  recovered  all  that  tbej  had  taken 
from  the  Poles ;  and  his  Succefs  in  this  War  enabled  him  to 
fettle  the  Ukrain^  which  in  the  Poli^  Language  fignifiei  the 
Frontiers,  which  befoie  his  Time  had  been  a  wide  and  wild 
Dcfart. 

He  was  likewife  the  Author  of  the  Military  Tenutes  among 
the  Polesj  by  which  be  rendered  them  the  beft  Cavalry  in  the 
World.  But  bccaufe  he  very  well  knew  that  Horfe  alone  was 
not  a  Strength  fu^cient  to  defend  fuch  a  Kingdom  ;  and  was 
fenfible  alfo  that  the  Nobility  would  never  ferve  on  Foot,  he 
^evifed  a  new  Mihcia  compofed  of  the  Coffacks^  a  rough  and 
barbarous  Race  of  Peppte,  who  had  hitherto  been  the  PlagUc 
and  Scourge  of  Polar^  arid  on  whom  he  beftowed  theUirain^ 
where  he  fettled  them  in  ^»ch  a  manner,  that  the  PcUs  might 
always  commaiid  a  great  Body  of  infantry,  without  being  at 
any  more  thait  an  eafy  Expence.  Thus  he  wifely  provided  for 
the  tifterior  Security  of  the  Kingdom  on  one  hand,  and  for  its 
ProteAioA  again  ft  the  Mufccvites^  Tartars ^  and  Turis  on  the 
other.  For  thefe  People  being  in  part  fettled  in  the  iflands  of 
the  Borjfihenes  or  Niefer ;  they  from  thence  made  the  moil 
dreadfiil.lncurlkms  hythtBlaci  See  into  die  Territories  of  the 
fitrisj  taking  and  burning  the  Cities  Smpe  and  Trebifonde^  and 
even  pillaging  tlie  Suburbs  of  ConftantinopU. 

This  grcat^King  died  in  r586,  at  a  Time  when  he  was  en^* 
gaged*  in  a  War  with  the  Tirrir,  and  left  behind  him  a  Reputa* 
tion  as.  gceat  as  thtft  of  any  Prince  of  his  Time,  and  bequeathed 
to-'theP^j  ais  a  Legacy^  fuCh  a  Military  Eftablifhment,  as  duhr 
attended'to  would  have  a)#ays  defended  them  from  th<  Ambt* 
tion.  oftheff'NeighboiIrs;  but  which  by  their  Seditions,  Fafli* 
ona,  and  Covruptions^  graduftliy  decayed,  and  is  now  in  a  great 
meafuVe  loft* 

The  Peace  and  Profperity  of  PtfA?»^,  as  it  was  reftored  by 
King  Siefbekj  feemed  to  be  deftroyed  at  his  Death ;  for  though 
at  all  the  Foiifi  Flexions,  Difcord  and  Confufion  itad  been  and 
ftiB  are  common,  yet  we  tead  of  hone  fo  great  as  at  this  Time, 
the  Nation  being  equally  involved  in  Religious  and  Political  Dif- 
potes  I  fo  that  on  one  fide  the  Lutherans  came  into  the  Field 
with  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  on  the  other  the  Senate  had  a  great 
Body  of  good  Troops  to  fupport  the  Catholick  Caufe.  The 
Competitors  for  the  Crown  were  three,  each  fupported  by  a  nu» 
Hierous  and  powerful  Faction. 

The  firft  was  Thiedore^  Czar  of  Rujfta  ;  the  fccond  Maxi^ 
ms/ian^   Archduke  of  yfufiria^  who  n<'W   for   the  third   time 
pretended  to  th«  Crown  ;   the  third  was  Sigifmundy  Pnnce  of- 
Swiden.     It  was  argued  in  favour  of  the  iirit,  that  if  he  w^s 
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c\t€t€i  he  M^ttld  render'Poland  the  moft  powerful  Monarchy  in 
Europi^  by  adding  thereto  all  the  Dominions  of  Rujfia,  The 
pcrfonal  good  qualities  of  the  fecond  were  obicily  inliited  upon^ 
and  which  is  pretty  Angular,  he  was  fupported  by  the  Pope's 
Nuncio  and  the  Lutherans,  As  forthelaft,  he  was  the  Son  of 
the  Sifter  of  their  late  K!\T\g  Sigifmundy  and  confequently  the 
Heir  Male  of  the  Family  of  y^?^^//^/*,  and  for  this  Reafon 
chiefly,  b\  the  Afiiftance  of  the  Senate,  was  chofen  on  ^he 
ninth  of  Augujl  1587. 

1  he  Arch  Juke  Maximilian  however  inarched  with  an  Ar- 
my into  Poland  to  dilute  this  Election,  but  was  routed  in 
two  Engagements ;  and  in  the  lail  being  made  Prifuner,  was 
obliged  tr>  renounce  all  his  Pittenftons  to*thc  Crown  of  Po^ 
land.  By  ihis  Means  Sigifmund  ill.  became  tht?  peaceable  Pof- 
feffor  of  tlie  Kingdom,  but  was  difappointe^J  in  the  De- 
fign  he  formed  of  keeping:  that  of  Sweden  dMoi  for  as  he 
was  a  violcn  Papil^,  tht  Swedes  refufed  to  acknowledge  him, 
and  therefore  phccd  upon  the  Throne  the  Duke  oi  Sunder* 
mania^  which  occafioned  a  lono;  War  between  the  two  King* 
doms.  He  reigned  fi»rty»four  Years,  and  in  that  Time  gave 
fignai  Proofs  of  his  Courage  and  Conduct,  particularly  againil 
ihQ'Lirks.  tho-  in  the  Wars  againil  i)[iQ  Swedes  he  was  very  un- 
fortunate. 

He  was  fucceedcd,  tho'  not  without  a  great  Struggle,  by  hisi 
cldcft  Son  IJkdijtaus  Vll.  who  was  chofen  the  1 3th  ot  November 
1632.  Tl»is  Monarch  proved  very  fucccfsful  in  the  Begin- 
fting  of  his  Reign  againlt  the  Rujjians^  Turksy  and  Swedes  j 
forcing  eacli  of  them  to  make  Peace  with  the  Poles  upon  Terms 
advantageous  to  that  Nation.  But  iu  the  Year  1637,  Diilur- 
banccs  brake  out  with  /efpedt  to  the  Cojfacks  ;  for  the  PoUJh 
Nobility  having  acquired  great  Eftates  in  the  Wr^/'w,  prevailed 
Upon  the  King  to  rake  away  from  that  Militia  the  Privileges 
granted  them  by  King  Stephen^  which  proved  of  very  bad 
(Confequence  to  the  Nation  5  that  Difpute  laftcd  beyond  the 
Date  ot  that  King's  Life,  which  determined  on  the  aoth  of 
May  1648. 

He  was  fucceed^d  by  his  Brother  John  Cajimir^  who  had 
aimed  at  th?  Crown  when  Uladljlaus  was  chofen,  afterwards 
became  a  Jefiit,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Rank  of  a  Cardinal, 
which  he  rtfigntil  in  hopes  of  the  Crowii.  After  his  Election 
he  married  his  Brother's  Widow,  a  French  Woman  5  to  whofc 
.Intrigues  were  chiefly  owing  all  the  Misfortunes  that'atterided 
his  Reign.  We  have  in  our  Account- of  the.  Kingdom  ©f 
Sweden  (hewn  hovv  he  was  driven  out  of  his-  Dominies  by 
l^m^Charles  GuJlavuSj  but  bow  he  got  PofTe&on  of  uScm  again 
•  is 
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is  a  Point  of  Hiftory  fo  littlq  known,  that  itinay  not  be  amift 
to  infcrc  it  here,  l^he  Dams  having  attacked  the  SvJedifi 
Dominions,  King  Charlis  offered  to  give  up  all  his  Conqueftt 
in  Poland  for  Sooooa  Kixdollars,  which  Offer  was  readiiy 
accepted }  but  the  Poles  found  it  very  difficult  to  raife  th^ 
Money.  The  Eledor  of  Brandenburghy  who  had  called  in  thft 
Swedes,  perceiving  that  he  was  likely  to  lofe  their  AiEftance^ 
privately  propofed  to  the  Po/es  to  pay  this  Money  and  to 
aififf  them  againfl;  the  Swedes,  if  they  would  renounce  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Ducal  Pruffia,  which  he  held  as  a  Vaffal 
to  the  Crown  of  Poland:  this  was  accepted  and  performed  on 
both  Sides,  and  ratified  in  the  famous  1  reaty  of  Oliva,  by 
which  tht: Poles  ended  all  their  DifferenCvS  wjiith  their  Neigh* 
hours. 

1  his  Circumftance  Sir  Robert  Southwell  declared,  at  a  Meet-* 
ingof  the  Royal  Society,  he  had  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Eledlor 
of  Branelenhurgb.  After  this  King  Cafimir  might  have  reign- 
ed in  Peace,  if  he  had  not  formed  a  Project  to  render  himfelf 
abMute,  in  order  to  which  he  raifed  an  Arm/  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  Men,  moft  of  them  Germans.  But  this  Defign  being 
difcovered,  Vni^Qt  Lubomirjki^  the  Crown  General,  at  the  Head 
of  the  Polift)  Troops,  teij  upon  theKing's  Army,  defeated  them 
totally,  and  m^dt  their  General,  who  was  a  Frenchman^  Pri- 
foner. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  after  fuch  a  Blow  as  this,  the  . 
King  (bould  be  out  of  Humour  with  his  SubjctSls,  or  that  his 
Subjeds  (hould  have  no  longer  any  Confidence  in  fuch  a  Prince ; 
but  the  Methods  betook  to  be  revenged  on  them  deferve  ta 
be  made  known,  more  cfpecially  as  they  proceeded  from  the 
Advice  given  him  by  his  French  Queen,  and  thofe  of  her 
Nation,  whom  flie  procured  to  be  admitted  into  his  CounciL 
In  the  firft  place,  he  excited  the  Cojptcks  to  rebel,  and  tp 
throw  off  their  Subjedion  to  Poland,  a  Thing  fo  bafe  as  would 
never  have  been  believed,  \(  he  had  not  been  weak  enough  to 
have  written  a  Letter  under  his  own  Hand  to  their  Generals 
for  that  Purpofe,  which  tliey  produced,  and  thereby  proved  it 
iiiconteftably. 

Another  Scheme  of  his,  ftill  meaner  than  the  former,  an fwer'd 
his  End  more  effeftuaily.  He  ptetendcd  to  be  very  forry  for 
iheMifcliiefs  he  had  occafion'ed,  and  having  called  a  Diet  at 
Leopold,  he  there  propofed  redreffing  pubiick  Grievances,  and 
paying  the  Army.  The  bcft  'Exp<?dicnt  that  could^  be  found  to 
tffcd  this,  was  to  Call  in  the  Gold  and  Silver  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  recoin  it.  But  this  having  been  found  deficient,  the  States 
confcnted  to  have  vaft  Quantities  of  Copper  coined,    which 

before 
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before  had  been  veryHcarce  in  the  Country,  and  to  raife  its  m- 
trinfick  Value  to  almoft  double  the  comoxon  Standard.  With 
this  Money  the  King  paid  the  Publtck  for  what  they  btought 
in,  as  likewife  the  Arrears  of  the  Army,  but  kept  all  the  Gold 
and  Silver,  which  he  afterwards  remitted  into  Franctj  and  foon 
followed  btmfelfj  when  he  had  beggared  the  Nation,  for  which 
the  Poles  abhor  his  Name  even  to  this  Day. 

He  had  now  reigned  twenty  Ycara  with  very  little  Quiet,  and 
lefs  Credit  i  he  faw  plainly  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  tp  enjoy 
the  One,  or  recover  the  Other  \n  Poland  \  and  therefere  he 
refolved  to  refign  the  Crown,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the 
Church  of  St.  John  at  Warjaw^  Sept.  i6,  1668  i  and  aftewards 
retiring  into  France^  died  at  Nevtrs  in  Duamber  167 1«  But  as 
be  was  Abbot  of  St.  Germains  near  Paris^  he  was  buried  there 
under  a  magnificent  lomb  of  Brafs,  with  a  pompous  Xa// if 
Infcription,  attributing  to  him  many  Viitues  which  be  never 
had,  and  in  which  there  is  not  the  ieaft  mention  of  thofc  Follies 
and  Vices  by  which  he  loft  his  Honour  and  his  Cruwn. 

This  Relxgnation  threw  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  into  frcfli 
Diftradions,  for  immediately  four  Candidates  declared  them- 
felvet ;  the  firft  was  the  Great  PriiKC  of  Ruffioy  on  whofe  be- 
half the  Cs^r  his  Father  made  large  Offers^  The  fccond  was 
the  Duke  of  Niwbourg^  fupported  by  the  French  lotereft.  The 
third  was  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  who  had  the  German  FaAion 
for  his  Friends.  The  fourth  was  the  So^i  of  the  Prince  of  Conde^ 
efpoufed  by  many  of  the  Nobility  out  of  Refpc^t  to  his  Father, 
The  firft  and  the  laft  of  thc(e  Candidates  were  foon  laid  a(lde» 
but  the  Factions  of  th^  other  two  were  of  fiich  equal  Strength, 
that  a  Civil  War  was  apprehended. 

The  Palatine  Opaiinfki  howerer  changed  the  whole  Face  of 
AiFainby  a  Speech,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  it  was  a  Shame 
they  &ouId  cither  admit  of  a  Foreign  Prince,  or  fuft'cr  Fo- 
reigners to  prefcribe  to  them  who  ihould  be  their  King  i  that 
their  Ancestors  did  not  a&  in  this  jnanner  \  but  when  they 
found  themfelves  in  fuch  a  Situacioir,  *  made  choice  of  their 
CountrymanP/j^tr^,  diftinguifticd  only  by  his  Virtues,  who 
governed  them  fo  prudently,  that  rho'  he  hvcd  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  his  Death  v^s  as  much  tegretted  as  if  he  had 
been  cut  off  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age.  This  Speech  was  fo 
well  received  that  the  whole  Aflcmbly  cried  out,  A  Piaji  !  A 
-  Piaft  !  which  is  fmcc  become  a  Phrafc  to  (;xprefs  a  Polijh  Can- 
didate in  Oppofition  to  a  Stranger* 

At    the  next  Meeting   the  fame  Palatine   was  called  upon 
to  name  one   of  the  Nobility  worthy   of  the  Crown  ;  upon 
which  he  made  another  Speech,  at  the  Clolc  of  which  he  pro- 
puled 
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foftA  Prince  Afuhael  JFiefnowiJki^  Wfbo  was  defcended  from  a 
Brother  of  J^g€U9n.  He  was  not  lemarkable  for .  Parts,  for 
Courage  or  Fortune ;  and  it  was  generally  fufpe£ted  that  he 
was  mentioned  to  make  way  for  fome  other  powerful  Noble- 
man ;  but  it  fo  fell  out,  that  as  tho  Palatine  pronounced  his 
Name,  a  Swarm  of  Bees  flew  over  his  Head,  upon  which  the 
People  cried  out  unanimoufly,  GodfaviKingMiCHAZh  \  That 
Prince,  who  was  himfelf  pretent,  broke  out  into  Tean, declared 
that  he  was  very  unfit  for  a  Crown,  and  begged  they  would 
proceed  to  a  new  bleAion,  but  it  was  to  noPurpofe  i  tbcDiet 
periifted  in  their  Choice,  fo  hs  became  a  King  whether  he 
would  or  not. 

Mtcbad  Wiefnmmjki  having  thus  had  the  Crown  forced  up- 
on him  by  the  plainer  and  honefter  part  of  the  Aflembly,  was 
crowned  on  the  feventeenth  of  Sfptgrnhir  1670 :  Ke  had  been, 
while  a  Youth,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber  to  the 
Emperor  LedpoUy  who  notwithftandiag  confcnted  verv  readi*  ' 
)y  to  his  Marriage  with  the  Princefs  BUtnora  of  Aujtria  his 
Sifter,  which  at  lirft  raifed  fome  Jealoufies  and  Difcontents 
amongft  the  Nobility,  who  were  afraid  he  made  this  Match 
with  a  View  to  enlarge  his  Power  at  the  Expence  of  the 
pnblic  Liberty  ;  hut  the  Eafine^  of  his  Temper,  and  his  Ret*^ 
dinefs  to  confent  to  whatever  they  afkod,  very  foon  convinced 
them,  that  their  Kears  were  groundlefs ;  and  that  they  had  no- 
thing to  dread  from  this  Monarch  on  the  Side  at  leaft  of  his 
Ambition. 

But  in  the  Year  1672,  thcynri^  under  Pretence  of  havine 
taken  the  Coffaeks  under  their  Protection,  invaded  PoUnd^  and 
verv  foon  made  thcmfelves  Mafters  of  Kaminieck^  the  Capital 
of  P^doVa^  a  Place  till  then   efteemed  impregnable }  ana  fo 
much  fuperior  theii  Forces  appeared  to  any  that  he  could  raife 
againft  them,  that  the  King   refolved  to  make  the  beft  Peace 
he  could,  which  however  proved  a  very  indifFereot  9ne  i  for 
by  it  he  covenanted  to  give  them  a  great  Sum  of  Money  for 
fparing  that  City  and  its  Inhabitants,  and  ftipulated  bdides, 
that  he  would  pay  the  Turks  a  conftant  Tribute  of  22,000 
Gold  Ducats  per  Annum.   As  advantageous  as   this    muft  ap- 
pear, the  7wks  nevf  rthelefi  were  not  long  before  they  renew- 
ed their  Hoftilities,  which  obliged  the  Crown^^General  SoUeJki 
to  venture  a  Battle  under  great  Difadvantages,  in  which  how« 
ever  he  gained  a  compleat  as  well  as  unexpefked  Vidory.  But 
the  King  did  not  live  to  receive  the  Pleafure  of  this  News,  dying 
fuddenly  on  the  fixteenth  of  Navembgr  167^,  not  widioutftrong 
Safpidonsof  Poifon.  He  was  thirty-two  Years  of  Ajge,  a  Man 
of  ffluchMildnefs,  Moderation,  and  Piety ;  but  one  v^ho  waa 

far 
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far  enough  from  having  the  great  Quah'ties  requifite  to  fill  the 
Throne  with  Dignity,  nio:e  efpeciaily  in^  fuch  a  Country  as 
Poland. 

The  ntxt  Diet  of  Eiedion  was  attended  as  ufual  with 
great  Confufion ;  the  Candiciates  were  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy^% 
youngcft  Son  ;  the  Prince  ofTra^filvaniai  the  £le£lor  of  Bran- 
denburgb^$  eldeft  Son  ;  the  Duke  of  Lorram  and  the  Prince  of 
Conde  were  alfo  named,  with  fome  others.  At.  laft  there  were 
three  Fad^ions  formed  ;  the  firft  of  the  Lithuanians^  who  were 
for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain ;  the  fecond  of  the  PMiJb  Nobility,  who 
were  moft  of  them  for  the  Duke  of  N^uburgh's  Son  -,  and 
the  Army,  who  pretended  to  be  for  the  French  Prince,  who 
tho'  not  named,  was  underftood  as  (I  have  faid)  to  be  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  By  Degrees  all  the  Factions  were  reduced 
to  two,  one  for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  the  other  for  the 
»  French  Prince. 

In  the  End  however,  this  Elei^ion,  like  the  former,  was 
decided  fuddenly  by  a  Speech.  The  Palatine  of  Ruj/ia  flood 
forth  and  faid,  ^^  That  the  Lithuanians  had  difbonoured  their 
*^  Country,  by  protefliog  fo  violently  as  they  had  done  againft 
*'  a  Piajiy  or  Native  of  Poland ;  that  it  was  dangerous  at  this 
*'  Junfiure  to  choofe  a  German  Prince  ;  and  that  for  his  part 
*'  he  would  fpeak  his  Sentiments  plainly.  That  they  were  on 
*^  the  Point  of  finking  into  the  loweft  State  of  Contempt,  if 
**  they  had  not  been  delivered  by  the  late  Viflory  over  the 
•*  Turks y  and  that  as  it  was  won  by  the  Crown-General  5tfW^/, 
.  ♦•  fo  he  only  dcferved  to  be  King^  by  whofe  Courkge  and  Con- 
i^  A\x€t  they  ftill  remained  a  People.*^  This  did  the  Bufinels 
leffedually  ;  for  tho*  the  Lithuanians  protefted  againft  it  that 
Day,  yet  they  recanted  the  next,  and  fo  the  Election  became 
unasnimous,  which  was  the  more  lingular  as  it  was  perfectly  juft 
and  reafonable. 

John^obicjki  being  thus  raifed  to  the  Crown,  was  defirous 

Df  profccuting  the  War  againft  the  Turks^  in    which  he   was 

.very  indifferently  fecondcd    by  the  Nobility,    who-  tho*  they 

diefbce  promifed  an  Army  of  60,000  Men,  yet  made  a  DifE- 

culty  of  furniihing  him  with  40,000  after  he  was  ele^ed.  1  he 

-King,  notwithftanding  this,  carried  on  the  War,  and  in  the 

,Year   1675   obtained   the   greatefl:  Vidory  the  Poles  ever  had 

40  bt>aft ;  tor  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  City  of  Leopold^  with 

75(300  Men  in  an  open  Plain  he  defeated  60,000  Turks  and  Tar^ 

lers^  who  fled  in  one  Night  as  many  Leagues  as  they  had  march- . 

icd  in  three  Days  ;    and  afterwards  wiih  an  Army  of  15,000 

Men  he  drove  above  10O3OOO  Turks  and  Tartars  out  of  Po^ 

delta. 

2  When 


[  95  ] 

V/hen  he  had  thus  fecured  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom,,  hfi 
returned  to  Cracow,  where  on  the  fccond  of  February  1676J, 
he  was  crowned  with  great  Magnificence,  tfe  made  a  very 
honourable  Peace  with  the  Infidtls  not  long  after,  which  Lftetl 
till  the  Year  1683.  Li  that  Year  they  invaded  GVr;tt.«y,  and 
befieged  yierma,  to  the  Relief  of  which  the  King  of  Pdand 
marched  with  20,000  Men  ;  and  having  joined  the  Elcdlors  oF 
Bavaria  and  Saxony,  and  the  Duke  ofLorrain,  who  bad  about 
the  fame  Number,  he  on  the  twelfth  of  S^pternLgr  attacked  the 
Grand  Vizir,  who  had  an  Army  of  near  200,000,  entirely  der 
fcatcd  them,  forcing  them  to  raife  the  Siege,  and  fly  with  th^ 
utmoft  Precipitation.  The  King  made  his  Entry  into  Vienna 
through  the  Breach,  with  the  great  Standard  of  ti^  Turks  talc^a 
by  his  Troops  carried  before  him. 

He  afterwards  continued  the  War  for  fortic  time  longer,  tho* 
he  thought  himfelf  but  indifferently  treated  by  the  Emperor. 
On  his  Return-  to  Poland,  he  met  with  much  UneaCne^ 
and  Difcontent ;  the  Nobiiity  apprehending  that  he  intended 
to  make  the  Crown  hereditary  in  his  Family,  and  that  it  wa« 
with  this  View  he  hoarded  up  fo^much  Money  5  for  it  was  com- 
puted that  in  the  S  >ace  of  twenty  Years,  he  faved  near  two  MiU 
lions  Sterling.  Hia  Cares  and  Fatigues  brought  on  a  Complica- 
tion of  Diftempers,  which  carried  him  oiF  the  feventecnth  of 
June  1696,  in  the  fixty-iixth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  twenty* 
fccond  of  his  R  ign.  At  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  he  was  the 
Oldeft,  the  Richeft^and  for  perfonal  Courage  the  mofl:  renown- 
ed Monarch  in  Rurope* 

After  the  King's  Death,  Ci»rdinal  Radzloujkl,  Archbifliop  of 
Gnefna,  and  Primate  of  the  Kingdom,  took  the  Adminiiira- 
tion  of  the  Government,  as  is  ufual,  upon  him,  and  notified 
the  King's  Deatli  to  Foreign  Princes,  and  to  ail  the  Governon 
of  the  Provinces,  and  advifed  with  the  Senators  that  were  thea 
at  IVarfaw,  as  to  the  moft  proper  Method  and  the  fitteft  Time 
to  chufe  a  HewKing.  Tliey  fixed  upon  the  twency-ninth»of 
Auguft  1696,  for  the  Convv.cation  of  the  grand  Diet  j  but  there' 
appearing  lev  era!  Competitors,  and  thefe  tou  fupported  by  power- 
ful Fadions,  it  was  thought  nccelTary  tq  take  more  Time  to 
appeafe  the  Diffentions  of  the  Nobility  \  for  which  Reafon  the 
Overture  of  the  Diet  was  deferred  to  the  fifteenth  of  May 
1697. 

1  hey  then  chofe  the  Sicur  Belinjki  for  their  Speaker,  whom 
they  call  MarlbaL  The  chief  Competitors  were  Prince  James 
^^  Poland,  and  his  Brother  Prince  Alexander,  the  Prince  of 
Contij  Don  Livio  Odefchalchi^  and  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  ; 
tut  At  lad  the  Eledtor  of  Saxony  uj;expc£tv.dly   c;:me  to   the 

Frontiers 
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Freotiers  of  Mmf  with  8000  Men,  and  declared  hvihrelf  « 
Cuididate^  hiving  a  Twelvemonth  before  privately  abjured  bis 
RdiekMi  to  qualify  himfelf  for  this  Crown,  which  procured  him 
the  Cltereft  of  the  Pope  and  Clerjgy ;  To  that  at  length  no  confi* 
derable  Party  appeared  but  fof  him,  the  Prince  of  C^nti^  and 
PHnce  Jataes. 

The  Cardinal  Primate^  with  a  great  Number  of  thePalatins, 
fupported  the  Intereft  of  the  Prince  of  Conti^  the  French  having 
ibr  feveral  Years  before  given  a  great  Character  of  his  Merit  and 
Valour,  which  made  the  King  of  Frame  believe  that  he  would 
undoubtedly  carry  that  Crown,  as  it  is  probable  hz  would  have 
done,  had  1^  been  in  Perfon  as  near  th^  Place  of  Eledion  as  the 
Ele^r  of  Saxeny  was ;  for  on  the  26th  of  Jum^  being  the  Day 
of  Eledion,  the  Diet  drew  out  into  the  Field,  and  he  had  that 
Day  more  Votes  than  either  the  £le£tor  of  Saxony  or  Pf  ince 
yames^  which  the  Primate  obferving,  went  with  his  Party  ard 
irqmediately  proclaimed  him  King. 

But  the  two  other  Parties  knowing  that  this  could  not  ht 
legallvdone,  without  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Diet,,  pro- 
tclted  againft  it ;  and  Prince  y^^m^i  perceiving  his  P«rty  (o  be 
the  weakeft,  and  having  always  been  in  the  Intereft  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujhritty  as  being  married  to  the  Sifter  of  the  £m- 
prcfs  and  Queen  of  Spairty  rehgncd  ail  his  Intereft  to  the  Eicdor 
of  Saxony,  whovras  likewife  fupported  by  the  Emperor.  Thefe 
twoPiu-ties  being  thus  united,  were  more  numerous  than  that 
of  the  Pi  ince  of  C0ff//;  and  therefore  coming  next  Day  into 
the  Field,  they  got  the  fiiftiop  of  Cujavia^  after  the  Pri« 
mate  had  refufed  it,  to  proclaim  Frederic  Auguflui  of  Saxony 
King  of  PokTui,  and  fcnt  AmbaflTadors  to  ddire  him  to  ac-* 
cept  of  the  Crown  ;  he  accordingly  entered  the  Kingdom  with 
hb  Forces,  and  marched  dirdly  io  Cracow,  whcie  he  was 
crowned. 

The  other  Party  endeavoured  however  to  maintain  their 
EleAion  s  but  the  Prince  of  Conti^  wlio  came  from  Danizidt^ 
finding  he  fliould  ha^e  no  more  P'riends  in  Poland  than  he 
purchafcd  with  hh  Money,  and  that  they  would  continue  fo 
no  longer  than  they  were  fupphcd  with  it,  determined  to  quit 
his  Claim,  as  he  did,  'and  fo  left  the  peaceable  PoiTtf&on  to 
King  Augujius\  who  notwitbftanding  this  was  far  enough 
from  meetmg  with  that  Duty  and  RcTpt^l  vb^hich  he  hoped 
fori  fo  that  newDifturbanccs  were  on  the  Point  of  arifiag im- 
mediately, if  they  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  Wifdom  and 
Moderation  of  the  King. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1 700,  he  had  brought  Tilings 
into  fome  tolerable  Degree  of  Older,  and  might  very  pro- 

b*.bly 
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hahly  have  reigned  peaceable  enough,  inafmuch  as  with  all  the 
great  Q^ialities  that  could  be  wiih^  for  in  a  Prince^  he  had  an 
Afiabilicy  and  Freedom  in  his  Behaviour  that  was  very  enmging, 
and  withal  an  almoft  boundleis  Generofity^  which  is  a  Quality 
much  efteemed  in  all  Countries,  but  more  efpecially  acceptabie 
in  P&land,  I  (ay,  notwithffariding  what  was  pad,  he  might  have 
reigned  as  quietly  as  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  If  he  had  not  a 
little  rafhiy  embarked  himfclf  in  a  Quarrel  with  the  King  of 
Sweden^  in  the  Manner  we  have  already  related  in  foihe  of  our 
former  Articles. 

This  it  was  that  gave  an  Opportunity  to  that  Failion  which 
had  fupported  the  Prince  of  Contl^  once  more  to  make  head 
againft  the  King,  under  Pretence  that  he  had  violated  the  Laws 
by  bringing  in  his  Saxon  Troops,  and  by  taking  other  Steps  that 
were  inconfiftent  with  the  Convention  into  which  they  had  en- 
tered, at  the  Time  of  his  Ele£Hon,  and  v^hich,  according  to  their 
Conilitution,  was  to  be  the  fole  Rule  of  his  Government.  The 
Kingof  5wr4^  encouraged  this  Party,  and  even  went  fo  far  as 
to  hint  to  them,  that  the  only  Way  to  make  themfelves  eafy  and 
gain  his  Friendihip,  was  to  declare  the  Throne  vacant,  and 
eledl  a  new  King}  which  .when  they  faw  that  Monarch  in  a 
Condition  to  fupport  them,  they  made  no  Scruple  of  doing,  and 
accordingly  they  made  choice  of  Stanijlaus  Leczenjki  Palatine  of 
Pofnanwy  a  young  Nobleman  about  the  fame  Age  with  the  King 
o^  Sweden^  who  on  the  fourth  of  O^ober  1705  was  crowned  at 
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next  Year  his  Confederate  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  enter- 
ed Saxony^  where  he  reduced  King  Jugujius  to  fuch  extreme 
Diftreis,  that  he  was  glad  to  make  Peace  upon  fuch  Terms,  as 
were  impofed  on  him  by  his  Enemy,  amongft  which  the  hardeft 
was  this,  that  he  fhould  acknowledge  die  Title,  and  write  a 
Letter  of  Felicitation  to  Stanijlaus  as  King  of  Poland.  In  the 
fuccecding  Year  the  laft  mentioned  Prince  was  acknowledged  by 
all  the  Powers  in  Europe  \  but  the  Year  following,  that  is,  in 
1708,  the  King  of  Sweden  being  defeated  in  the  famous  Battle 
of  Pultowa,  it  foon  became  evident,  notwithftanding  thefc  Re- 
cognitions, that  Stanijlaus  would  lofe  his  Kingdom  almoft  as 
foon  as  he  had  acquired  it.  He  had  indeed  a  Body  oi  Swedijh 
Troopsabout  him,  with  which  for  fome  time  he  endeavoured  to 
maintain  himfelf  in  PolTeiHon ;  but  at  length  found  he  was  un- 
der a  Neceffity  of  quitting  his  Country,  and  following  the  5^;^- 
£fl^  Monarch  into  the  Dominions  of  the  Grand  Signer. 

In  1709  King  Augujlus  refumed  the  Sovereignty,   and  be- 
fore the  End  of  the  Year  the  Swedes  were  obliged  to  retire  ab- 
foluttly  out  of  the  Kingdom.    In  17 10,  King  Augujius  held  a 
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Diet  at  Warfaw^  where  he  was  congratulated  by  the  Senate  and 
Nobility  on  his  Return,  and  the  ncceffary  Reiblutions  taken  to 
fecure  his  peaceable  Poflcffion  of  the  Throne;  but  the  Meafures 
which  bcft  fecured  him  were  thofe  taken  by  himfelf,  by  keeping 
near  his  Perfon  a  confiderable  Body  of  his  faithful  SaxonSy  and 
acceding  to  the  Treaty  concluded  between  the  Czar  and  the 
Turksy  which  delivered  the  Poles  from  the  Dangers  of  a  Foreign 
War,  tho*  it  was  far  enough  from  extinguifliing  their  domeffic 
Fadlions. 

In  the  Year  17 13,  there  was  a  Confpiracy  formed  s^inft  the 
King,  but  it  was  happily  difcovered  and  prevented.  He  thought 
fit  thereupon,  after  making  the  neceflary  Difpofitions  for  fettling 
the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  to  retire  for  fome  time  into  Saxoi^^ 
whence  he  did  not  return  till  the  Year  following,  when  he  found 
new  Symptoms  of  Jealoufy  and  Difcontent  in  that  Country, 
With  which  he  was  much  offended;  becaufe  to  purchafe  the 
Good-will  of  the  PoUs^  he  had  voluntarily  pardoned  two  of  his 
greateft  Enemies,  remitted  a  third  Part  of  the  Taxes  granted  for 
the  Support  of  the  Army,  and  had  ordered  thirteen  Regiments 
of  his  German  Troops  to  leave  the  Kingdom. 

Sonie  of  the  difcontented  Senators  demanded  a  Diet  on 
Horfeback,  which  his  Maiefty  refufed  to  call,  becaufe  he  fore- 
law  it  could  anfwer  no  End,  but  that  of  giving  Rebellion  the 
Colour  of  a  legal  Proceeding.  There  were  however  fome  of 
the  Nobility  who  actually  began  to  mount,  and  (hewed  a  Dif- 

Jofitton  of  holding  fuch  an  AiTembly  without  the  Royal  Licence; 
ut  the  King  prevented  this,  by  dedaring^  pcfitively  that  he 
would  treat  as  Rebels  all  who  (hould  prefume  to  meet  together 
without  fuch  an  Authority  as  the  Conflitution  had  rendered  re- 
quiilte;  and  to  incline  thefe  People  to  hearken  more  readily 
to  Reafon,  he  recalled  his  German  Troops ;  and  having  alio 
renewed  die  Peace  with  the  Turks^  he  began  to  enjoy  more 
Quiet  than  he  had  done  from  the  Time  he  firft.  sifcended 
the  Throne. 

In  the  Year  1724  happened  the  unfortunate  Affeir  of  Thom^ 
which  had  like  to  have  plunged  the  Republick  into  a  War 
with  moft  of  the  Protefhtnt  Powers  in  Europe.  The  City  of 
Thwn  is  one.  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  that  Part  of  PmJJta 
which  belongs  to  Poland,  and  is  generally  fpeaking  inhabited 
by  Protefbnts,  There  were  however  fome  Papifts,  and  they 
had  invited  a  few  Jefuits  thither  to  educate  their  Children* 
Some^  of  their  Scholars  quarrelled  with  the  Townfinen,  this 
occafioned  a  Riot,  and  the  pulling  down  a  Part  of  the  Houfe 
in  which  the  Jefuits  lived ;  upon  which,  the  Magiilrates  not  in- 
terpoixng  in  time,  fome  other  Excefles  were  committed.    Upon 
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cfais  a  Tribunal  was  eret^ed,  compofed  of  fome  Grandees  and 
Sezutors  of  Poland,  who  after  examining  into  the  Affiur,  cauf* 
ed  the  chief  M^iftrate  Mr.  Reufner  to  be  bdieaded^  and 
fome  of  the  Townfmen  to  be  hanged  and  their  Bodies  burnt; 
they  likewife  changed  the  M^iftrates  of  the  Town  contrary 
to  the  Treaty  of  Olivay  which  obliged  the  Crowns  of  Grtat 
Britain^  Sweden^  and  frujfia,  to  interpofe,  as  Guarantees  of 
that  Treaty,  in  favour  of  the  Proieftants  \  but  the  Affair  being 
drawn  into  a  Negotiation,  the  bad  EfFeds  that  were  appre- 
hended from  thofe  vioknt  Proceedings  were  prevented,  though 
the  Proteftants  had  not  that  Juftice  done  them,  which  from 
the  Nature  of  that  Treaty,  and  the  Power  of  thofe  Courts 
that  interpofed  on  their  Behalf,  they  had  juft  Reafon  Co 
exped. 

There  followed  not  long  after  another  troublefome  Afiair, 
which  becaufe  it  may  hereafter  be  revived  and  create  new  Dif^ 
pates,  it  IS  neceilary  we  ihould  confider  more  at  large.  The 
butchy  of  Courlandj  which  was  anciently  a  Part  of  Livonias 
was  a  Fief  of  the  Crown  of  Poland^  and  had  been  held  as  fuch 
by  the  Family  of  Kitlir^  from  the  Year  1561.  H^tUiam  Duke 
of  Courland  married,  in  the  Year  1710,  the  Princefs  Ann  of 
Rkffia^  Daughter  to  the  Czar  John^  and  Niece  to  the  Czar 
Pder^  but  died  without  leaving  any  Children  of  that  Marriage : 
By  his  Demife  the  Dutchy  defcended  to  his  Uncle  Ferdinand i 
but  the  Dutchefs  Dowager  took  Pofleffion  of  it  by  Force,  and 
the  Duke  was  obliged  to  live  at  Dantzifk  in  very  indifferent 
Circumftances. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  laboured  to  procure  this  Country  for 
the  Margrave  of  Brandenburgb  Sw/dt^  who  offered  to  pay 
the  Debts  with  which  it  was  charged;  but  the  Grandees  ojf 
Poland  were  flrongly  inclined  to  let  it  remain  no  longer  a 
feparate  Dutchy,  but  rather  to  unite  and  incorporate  it  with  the 
reft  of  Polandy  to  be  governed  in  the  fame  manner  as  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Nobility  of  Courland^  who  are 
very  numerous,  were  extremely  alarmed  at  this,  and  therefore 
in  the  Name  of  Duke  Ferdinand  cailcd  a  general  Diet  in  order 
to  e\eEt  a  SuccefTor,  in  which  they  chofe  Count  Maurice  of 
Saxwf^  the  natural  Son  of  King  Jiuguflusj  afterwards  fo  well 
known  to  the  World  by  the  Title  of  Marfhal  Saxe.  But  Dukf 
Ferinand  having  difavowed  the  iAxQt  by  which  the  Ailembly 
was  called,  and  the  Poles  highly  refenting  this  £le£^ion,  King 
Augufius  was  forced  to  declare  againfl  his  Son,  and  he  was,  tho' 
not  without  Difficulty,  compelled  to  retire  by  the  Ruffiat^ 
Troops. 
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This  was  in  the  Year  1728,  and  from  that  Time  Pohnd 
grew  more  and  more  uneafy,  from  an  Apprehenlion  that  the 
Kin2  intended  to  fecure  ithe  Crown  to  the  Eleftoral  Prince  on 
his  Deceafe,  which  they  pretended  was  a  high  Violation. of 
their  Conftitution  ;  tho'  their  Eleftion  of  this  very  King  rather 
than  Prince  James  Sobiejki  was  the  firft  Inftance  that  ever  hap- 
pened in  Poland  of  the  deceafed  King's  Son  being  fet  afide  j  their 
Crown,  tho'  always  eleftive,  having  gone  in  a  direS  Line  for 
eight  hundred  Years,  King  >/tt^«/?«j  laboured  all  he  could  to 
iatisfy  the  Nobility,  and  to  comppfc  their  Differences,  but  to 
no  Purpofe. 

*  His  Sicknefs  hindered  him  from  holding  a  Diet  at  Grodno  for 
that  Year,  and  .the  next  the  Faftions  were  fo  high  that  no  Diet 
could  be  held;  upon  which  the  King  retired  much  diflatisfied 
•into  Saxony^  and  the  Lithuanians  drew  up  a  flrong  Proteft  againft 
his  leaving  the  Kingdom  without  the  Confent  of  the  Senate,  and 
fpecified  therein  alfo  feveral  other  Grievances.  The  King  called 
another  Diet  in  1730,  which  broke  up  without  coming  to  any 
Refolution.  In  1732,  he  called  a  third  extraordinary  Diet  at 
fParfaw  with  no  better  Effect,  He  fummoned  however  a  fourth 
extraordinary  Diet  in  the  Beginning  of  1733,  but  was  pre\'ented 
from  holding  it,  by  Death.  His  Deceafe  happened  on  the  27th 
of  January  that  Year,  and  left  the  Affairs  of  this  Country 
in  great  Confufion. 

It  is  recent  in  every  one's  Memory,  that  the  Death  of  King 
Augujius  of  Poland  gave  rife  to  a  bloody  War  between  the 
Houfes  of  Aujiria  and  Bourbon  ;  but  how  this  came  about,  and 
what  were  the  Meafures  taken  by  the  different  Parties  from  the 
Spinning  of  that  Affair  to  the  End,  is  not  fo  generally  under- 
ftood,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  that  deferves  to  be  better  known 
than  the  Myftery  of  this  whole  Tranfaftion. 

The  late  Emperor,  Charles  the  Vlth,  was  very  fer  from  being 
fatisfied  with  the  Condu6l  of  King  Augujius  in  the  latter  Part 
of  his  Reign,  becaufe  he  fufpedted,  not  without  Grounds,  that 
he  had  fome  Engagements  with  the  Courts  of  France  and  Bava- 
ria^ far  from  being  favourable  to  the  Pragmatic  Sandtion ;  for 
which  Rcafon  the  Imperial  Intereft  was  employed  in  Poland  ra- 
ther to  traverfe  than  promote  the  King's  Views  with  refped  to 
the  Succeffion. 

But  when  his  Polijh  Majefty  was  dead,  and  the  Imperial  Court 
found  his  Son  the  prefent  King  very  tradhble  with  rcfped^  to  its 
favourite  Point  the  Pragmatic  Sandlion ;  this,  gave  a  new  Turn 
to  the  Councils  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^  and  engaged  them  to 
favour  that  Mcafure  which  they  had  hitherto  imped«I» 
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On  the  other  h^nd,  France  from  firft  to  laft  openly  fup- 
poited  the  Intcreft  of  King  Stanijlaus^  whofe  Hiftory,  from 
ihc  Time  of  his  being  driven  out  of  Poland^  is,  in  few  Words, 
this.  His  generous  Friend  the  King  of  Sweden  affigned  him 
his  paternal  Inheritance  the  little  Dutchy  of  Deux  Fonts  for. 
his  Subfiftence,  which  he  held  fo  long  as  that  Prince  lived, 
but  upon  his  Demife  the  next  Heir  took  PolIeiSon,  and 
King  StaniJIaus  was  forced  to  retire  to  Strqfburgh^  where  he- 
lived  on  the  Bounty  as  well  as  under  the  Proteftion  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  who  in  the  Year  1725  married  the 
Princefe  Alary  his  daughter  j  which  confequently  interefted 
France  extremely  in  his  Favour.  His  numerous  Alliances,  his 
ihining  Virtues,  and  his  being  freer  from  Vices  than  almoft  any. 
Prince  of  his  Time,  had  preferved  him  many  Friends  in  Fo~ 
lttnd\  fo  that  is  was  no  difEcult  Matter  for  the  Marquefs  De 
Montl^  the  French  Ambailador  in  that  Kingdom  at  the  Death. 
of  King  Auguftus^  in  Conjunflion  with  the  Primate,  to  form 
a  potent  Fafiion  in  his  Favour,  more  efpecially  as  they  were 
both  Men  of  great  Abilities. 

But  the  Electoral  Prince  of  Saxony  being  fupported  by  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Peierjburgh^  a  double  Ele<Slion  enfued. 
King  StaniJIaus^  who  paiTed  into  that  Country  immediately  after 
the  Throne  became  vacant,  went  to  WarfaWy  where  he  was 
received  and  treated  as  King,  but  ^^'as  very  foon  driven  out 
again  by  the  Rujfian  Army  commanded  by  Count  Munich^  and 
obliged  to  retire  to  Dant%ick^  in  which  he  fuflained  a  long  Siege, 
ran  great  Hazards,  fufFered  many  Hardfhips,  and  at  laft  >vith 
infinite  Difficulty  made  his  Efcape  to  Koningsherg^  where  he  was 
honourably  protected  by  the  late  King  of  PruJJia. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  broke  with 
the  Emperor,  upon  Pretence  of  this  Difpute,  and  of  his  having 
fupported  K\ng  Jugujius  III.  and  profecuted  that  War  with  great 
Vigour  in  Germany  and  Italy  \  till  at  laft  having  carried  their 
Point,  and  forced  the  Emperor  to  a  Peace,  all  the  Care  that  was 
taken  of  King  StaniJIaus  was,  that  he  {hould  enjoy  the  Title  of 
King  of  Poland  and  the  Poffeflion  of  the  Duchy  of  Lorrain 
for  Life,  and  on  the  other  hand  France  and  Spain  acknowledged 
King  Augujfus, 

It  was  very  clear  from  their  whole  Management  of  this 
Affair^  that  the  Court  of  Verfailles  was  never  in  earneft  in 
the  Support  of  Staiu/Jaus's  Title  to  this  Crown;  but  made 
ufe  of  it  only  as  a  Colour,  firft  of  engaging  in  a  War  againft 
the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  next  for  obtaining  an  immediate 
Pofieifibn  of  Lorrain  under  his  Name,  which  otherwife  they 
CO)|ld  never  have  gained.    After  this  Peace  was  thus  conclud- 
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cd  there  broke  out  a  War  between  the  late  Emperor,  affiled 
by  the  late  Czarina^  agatnft  the  Turks^  in  which,  notwithftand^ 
ing  the  Share  thofe  two  Powers  had  in  raifmg  him  to  the 
Throne,  King  Auguftm  took  no  Part;  and  indeed  the  miferable 
Condition  his  Kingdom  was  in  from  a  ihort  but  fevere  CitLI 
War,  might  very  reafonably  cxufe  it. 

He  has  ever  fince  continued  in  the  peaceable  Poffcffion  of  his 
Dominions,  and  the  Poles  have  had  nothing  to  difturb  them 
but  Broils  and  Difputes  among  their  great  Families,  from  which 
they  never  were,  or  indeed  arc  ever  like  to  be  free ;  fince  from 
a  miftaken  Notion  of  Liberty,  they  look  upon  the  unbounded 
Power  of  their  Nobility  as  the  moit  valuable  Part  of  their  Con-- 
ftitution,  and  thereby  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  cheated  by  the 
Sound  of  Freedom  out  the  *Thing  itfclf. 

Frederick  Augujim  III.  King  of  Pobnd^  Eleflor  of  Saxorty^ 
was  elefted  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Dignities,  September  23,  1733, 
in  the  forty-feventh  Year  of  his  Age  He  had  long  before 
elpoufed  his  prefent  Queen  Maria- j of efka^  of  the  Houfc  of 
jiuftriaj  Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  Jofeph^  which  attached 
the  Court  of  Vienna  fo  clofely  to  his  Interefts,  as  to  make 
great  Conceffions  in  the  bcforementioncd  Treaty  in  1736, 
for  the  fake  of  procuring  his  Eleftion  to  be  acknowledged  by 
thofe  who  had  difputed  it.  Yet  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
laft  War  on  the  Score  of  the  late  Emperor's  Su<^ceflion,  he  was 
fo  far  from  making  ufe  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Poles  to  affift 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  that  he  entered  into  the  Views  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bavaria^  and,  as  EleSor  of  Saxor/yy  marched  a  Body 
of  Troops  into  Bohema^  in  Conjunftion  with  the  French  and 
PrufRans  as  Auxiliaries  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VIL  But  after 
the  TTreaty  of  Brejlau^  he  went  over  again  to  the  Aujlrian 
Intereft,  and  by  an  Alliance  concluded  at  Warfaw^  undertook 
to  fend  a  Body  of  Troops  into  Bohenuoy  for  the  Service  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary, 

He  likewife  endeavoured  to  draw  the  Republrck  into  an 
Augmentation  of  its  Forces  to  give  Weight  to  the  fame 
Caufe;  but  by  an  unforefcen  Accident  the  Diet  fell  into 
great  Confufion,  and  rofe  without  coming  to  any  Relblution. 
The.  King  of  Prujfta  jfwho  has  always  had  both  eood  In- 
telligence and  great  Influence  in  Poland)  not  fatisned  with 
defeating  his  Views  in  that  Country,  attacked  him  in  bis  He- 
reditary Dominions  in  the  following  Winter,  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  Drefden^  and  forced  him  to  a  Peace  on  his  owi| 
Terms,  fince  which  his  Conduft  has  been  again  very  dtiFerent 
from  what  it  w^  befor^ 
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In  the  Spnng  of  the  Year  1746^  hts  Po^  Majefly  thou^t 
&  to  make  fome  Promotions  in  that  Kingdom,  which  it  was 
believed  tended  to  a  Coalition  of  Parties,  and  very  foon  after 
it  was  oblerved  that  fome  of  the  Pt^Jb  Lor^,  who,  tho'  they 
were  preferred  by  the  reining  Family,  had  never  been  con« 
fidered  as  very  warmly  attached  to  it,  interefted  themfelves  ex- 
tieamly  in  removing  the  Prejudices  of  fuch  as  had  continued  for 
many  Years  in  an  avowed  Oppofition.  The  PoUJh  Minifter  at 
the  Court  of  PeUrjburgb  alfo  began  to  confer  clofely  with  iomt 
Ambafladors  and  Envoys,  whom  jtill  then  he  had  avoided. 
There  grew  alfo  a  Difference,  or  at  leaft  a  Difagreement  with 
d)e  Court  of  Fie/may  on  account  of  the  Sums  that  were  expe6led 
to  indemnify  his  P^lijb  Majefty  for  the  ^eat  Expences  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Stay  of  the  Aufirian  Forces  m  Saxony.  The  like 
Syftem  of  Politicks  prevailed  the  next  Year,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Allies  were  in  want  of  Troops,  and  (hewed  a  great  In- 
clination to  take  a  Body  of  Saxons  into  tlieir  Pay,  which  ap- 
peared alfo  a  Meafure  not  at  all  improper  for  the  Court  of 
Drefden  to  have  complied  with  upon  advantageous  Terms,  it 
was  waved  notwithftanding,  or  rather  flighted. 

This  occafioned  many  Speculations,  till  about  the  Middle  of 
that  Summer  a  double  Marriage  was  concluded  with  the  Houle 
oi  Bavaria  J  in  confequence  of  ivhich  the  Elediora}  Prince  of 
Saxof^  efpoufed  on  the  9th  of  Junfy  1747,  the  Princefs  Maria- 
Antomettaj  Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VII.  and  in 
leg  than  a  Month  after  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  married  the 
Princefs  Mary-Ann  of  Saxony.  The  World  had  fcarce  Time 
to  refled  on  the  Confequence5»  that  might  follow  from  fo  dofe  a 
Jun£lion  between  thefc  two  Courts,  when  their  Attention  was 
farther  awakened  by  the  Report  of  a  Marriage  of  ftill  greater 
Importance.  The  Dauphineis,  Daughter  of  their  Catholick 
Majefties,  dying  in  Child-bed  of  a  Princefs,  it  was  forefeen  that 
the  Dauphin  could  not  long  remain  a  Widower,  and  within 
as  ihort  a  Space  as  Decency  would  allow,  the  Marriage  of 
that  Prince  was  declared  with  the  Princefe  Maria-Jofepha 
^  Saxony y  which  ^took  Effed  in  the  Month  of  February  fol- 
lowing. 

It  is  true  d)at  thefe  Matters  belong  rather  to  the  Affairs  of  Ger* 
fiuny  than  to  tbofe  of  Poland^  but  inafmuch  as  they  feem  to 
have  operated  very  powerfully  in  that  Kingdom,  no  great  In- 
confiftcncy  will  appear  from  our  treating  of  mem  in  this  Chapter. 
The  Court  of  ilw^  having  granted  a  Body  of  Auxiliaries  to  the 
Maritime  Powers,  they  traveried  Poland  about  this  Time  in 
^ir  Pai&ge  to  Moravia ;  and  though  they  met  with  no  Inter- 
ruption^ yet  it  did  not  remain  a  Secret  to  the  World,  that  fome 
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Intrigues  tending  that  Way  had  been  fet  on  Foot  amongft  the 
PoUfi  Grandees,  by  the  Count  Da  la  Salky  a  French  Officer,  who 
had  been  in  the  Ruffian  Service,  and  was  now  charged  with  a 
Commiffion,  or  at  leaft  had  a  publick  Charafter  given  him  from 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  the  City  of  Dantzick ;  but  beine 
a  little  flow  in  producing  his  Letters  Credentials,  though  he  had 
been  brifk  enough  in  his  former  Negotiations  at  Warfavo^  he 
was  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Czarina^  arretted  by  the  Magiftratcs 
of  Dantzick^  znd  confined  in  their  Citadel.  This  occafioned  a 
great  Noife,  more  efpecially  upon  his  being  retaken  after  mak- 
ing his  Efcape,  which  did  not  hinder  his  attempting  it  a  fecond 
Time  with  better  Succefs,  and  then  taking  his  Rout  through 
PruJ/ia  he  arrived  fafely  in  France^  where  for  Form  Sake,  he 
was  arretted.  This  produced  Ibmc  Altercations  between  the 
Courts  of  Peter/burgh  and  Warfaw^  that  at  firtt  threatened 
extraordinary  Confequences,  but  by  Degrees  have  been  buried 
in  Oblivioh. 

His  PoUjh  Majefly  in  the  next  Spring  caufed  the  neceflary 
Preparations  to  be  made  for  holding  of  a  Diet,  of  the  Succefs  of 
which  there  were  great  Hopes,  more  efpecially  after  the  King's 
coming  to  Warjaw^  where  he  refidcd  upon  this  Occafion  longer 
than  at  any  Time  during  his  Reign.  This  however,  like  the 
former  Diet,  proved  ineffeSual ;  but  the  Nobility  having  (hewn 
an  Inclination  to  fee  Prince  Xavicry  his  Polijh  Majefty's  fecond 
Son,  fettled  in  that  Capital,  it  is  believed  their  Solicitations 
will  not  be  flighted,  nor  is  it  at  all  improbable  that  the  utmoft 
Endeavours  will  be  ufed  to  recommend  this  young  Prince  to  the 
AflFeftions  of  the  Poles. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Affair  of  Cotirland  was  again  brought 
upon  the  Carpet,  and  the  States  of  that  Country  encouraged  to 
proceed  to  a  new  Eledlion,  though  there  were  then  no  lefs  than 
three  Princes  who  flattered  themfelves  with  having  each  aTitlc  to 
this  Duchy ;  viz,  the  Marlhal  Count  Maurice  of  Sax9ny^  for- 
merly elefted  by  the  States  ;  the  Duke  of  Biron^  once  in  PoflTef- 
lion,  and  now  depofed ;  and  Prince  Lewis  of  Brunjwick  WoU 
fenbuttky  who  was  elected  when  the  former  Duke  was  deprived, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  difcover  what  Turn  this  Affair,  which  is  ttill 
depending,  though  the  Number  of  Candidates  is  leflened  by  the 
Death  of  iMarfhal  Saxe^  will  take,  or  what  Meafures  the  Court 
of  Poland  will  think  proper  to  purfue  in  fo  nice  and  critical  a 
Bufmefs.  But  there  is  very  little  Reafon  to  doubt  the  Dc* 
,  cifion  of  this  Aflfair  will  inm-uft  us  what  to  think  of  the  Views 
of  his  Polijh  Majefty  and  his  Minitt^ers,  and  whether  there  is 
any  Reafon  to  creciit  that  Report  which  for  fome  time  prc- 
yailed,  of  Poland's  entering  in^o  an  Alliance  with  the  Courts 
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cfFtfrnui  2nd  Piierjburghi  and  the  Maritinc  Powers,  for  main- 
taining the  Tranquility  of  thofc  Parts ;  or  to  another  Rumour 
of  a  very  different  and  even  oppofitc  Nature,  which  however  is 
uc(t  althogether  deftitute  of  Probability. 

There  are  few  Political  Conftitutions  fo  little  known  to  the 
reft  of  Europe^  as  that  of  Poland -y  and  yet  it  deferves  to  be 
very  well  underllood,  becaufe,  taken  altogether,  it  is  fuch  a 
Conftitution  as  bears  no  Refembl^ce  to  any  other,  ancient 
or  modern.  Thofe  who  live  under  it  have  a  King,  and  yet 
the  Government  is  ftiled,  and  that  with  Propriety  enough, 
a  Republick.  In  many  Cafes,  the  King  feems  to  be  no  more 
limited  than  another  rrince  5  and  yet  Experience  fliews  that 
he  can  do  little  or  nothing.  The  Mobility  of  Poland  are  the 
mod  Powerful  and  Independent  of  any  perhaps  in  the  whole 
World;  and  yet  they  hate  an  Ariftocracy,  becaufe  that  wodd- 
make  them  fubjefl:  to  fome  of  their  own  Body,  whereas  they  ac- 
count themfelves  equal.  They  are  paiSonateJy  fond  of  Liberty, 
and  yet  they  feldom  enjoy  it ;  for  either  they  are  Penfioners  to 
Foreign  Crowns,  the  Creatures  of  their  own  Prince,  or  arc 
engaged  in  fome  Faflion  or  other,  fo  that  they  are  often  go-, 
verned  by  Intereft,  as  often  by  Prejudice,  and  feldom  or  never 
by  Principle  or  Reafon. 

They  arc  indifputably  as  brave  as  any  People  in  the  World, 
and  Poland  alone  has  brought  one  hundred  thoufand  Horfe 
into  the  Field  ;  yet  no  Army  has  been  fo  often  beat,  no  Coun- 
try fo  frequently  over-run.  They  are  generally,  fpeaking  far 
from  being  rich,  and  yet  they  are  the  only  Nation  in  the 
World  afraid  of  Commerce,  and  that  provide  by  Law  againfl 
the  raifmg  a  naval  Power.  They  have  been  for  fome  Ages 
declining,  and  yet  they  have  feldom  or  never  taken  any  Step  to 
prevent  it.  Their  Political  Conftitution  has  been  the  continual 
Source  of  their  Misfortunes,  and  yet  they  are  fond  of  it  to  a 
Degree  of  Enthufiafm,  and  vt^hich  is  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
are  mofl:  zealous  for  thofe  Points  of  it,  by  which  they  have 
fufiered  moft.  This  is  a  fair  and  juft  Reprefentation  of  the 
State,  of  Poland 'y  and  whoever  confiders  it  will  be  certainly  of 
Opinion,  that  the  Caufes  from  which  fuch  ftranee  and  remark- 
able Events  flow,  deferve  to  be  enquired  into,  and  made  known; 
for  though  in  general,  there  are  few  People  ignorant  of  the  Fadts 
before  ffcited,  yet  the  Fountains  from  whence  they  fpring  have 
not  been  /o  clearlv  difcovered  as  they  deferve. 

The  only  Diuin6lions  in  Pobndy  are  Peafants,  Citizens, 
and  Nobility.  As  to  the  firft,  they  are  the  moft  miferable 
People  on  the  Earth,  for  they  belong  abfolutely  to  their  Lords } 
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tihef  ha?e  no  Pofleffions,  nor  can  they  have  any ;  they  work 
three  or  four  Days  in  a  Week  for  their  Matters,  without 
Meat  or  Wages,  and  employ  the  reft  of  their  Time  to  gain 
a  poor  Subfiftence  for  themfelves.  What  they  hold  is  at  the 
will  of  their  Lords  j  and  if  one  of  thefc  gives  a  Piece  of  Land 
to  a  Feafant,  he  orders  his  other  Peafants  to  build  a  Houfe  for 
him,  and  to  furnifh  him  with  a  Cow,  Hens,  Geefe,  and  as 
nmch  Rye  as  wiB  keep  him  a  Year.  As  they  labour  for  their 
Lord  in  Time  of  Peace,  fo  if  he  is  difpofed  to  quarrel,  tfiey 
niuft  fight  for  him  likewjfe,  and  they  do  both  willingly  and 
cfaearfuity.  They  are  confidered  by  their  Matters',  and  consider 
tkemfdves  as  their  ahfolute  Property ;  and  therefore  if  ill  treated 
diey  bear  it,  and  if  well  ufed  they  are  thankful. 

Learning  is  the  only  Road  to  Liberty,  and  if  a  Pcafant  he 
ordained  a  Prieft  he  is  free;  but  then  no  Man  can  fend  his 
Son  to  School,  or  the  Univerfity,  without  his  Lord's  Leave: 
This  low  Condition  abafes  their  Minds,  and  puts  it  pretty  much 
out  of  their  Power  to  revolt.  The  People  in  Towns  are  in  a 
Condition  very  little  better ;  they  may  indeed  purchafe,  which 
a  Peafant  cannot,  but  then  this  extends  only  to  a  few  Houfe, 
and  to  a  certain  fmall  Quantity  of  Ground  within  a  League  of 
the  Place  in  which  they  live.  The  Citizens  of  Dantzick^  and 
of  feme  other  Places  in  Prttjjia^  as  well  as  thofe  of  Cracow^ 
Liifpeld,  and  Vtlnoj  are  exempted  from  thefe  Reftridions,  and 
live  in  fome  meafure  like  other  People. 

With  refpedt  to  the  Nobility  of  Poland^  every  Gentleman  or 
Nobleman  has  his  Coat  of  Arms  granted  by  the  Republick ; 
but  then  he,  or  fome  of  his  Family,  mutt  have  an  Eftate  there 
in  Land.  They  are  capable  of  the  greatett  Offices  in  the  King- 
dom, and  may  ouy  Lands  where  they  pleafe  5  and  have  each  of 
them  a  Right  to  be  defied  King,  if  their  Credit  and  Intereft 
can  procure  it.  Every  Gentleman  is  a  Sovereign  Prince  in  his 
i»wn  Lands,  and  has  rower  of  Life  and  Death  over  his  own 
Tenants,  who  have  no  Laws  or  Privileges  to  protefi  them. 
They  dare  not  leave  his  Lands  to  refide  in  others  on  Pain  of 
peam,  unlefs  he  fells  them,  and  if  he  do,  his  Tenants  pafs 
nvith  his  Lands;  but  if  their  Lords  ravifh  their  Wives  or  Daugh- 
ters, the  Tenants  may  leave  his  Service. 

If  one  Lord  kills  another's  Peafant,  he  is  not  puniflied  for 
k,  but  obliged  only  to  give  him  another  in  his  Room,  or 
as  much  Money  as  will  buy  one,  and  to  maintain  the  Family 
of  him  that  is  killed.  If  he  kills  one  of  his  own  Sbves,  he 
only  pays  a  fmall  Fine ;  nay,  if  one  Gentleman  kills  another, 
he  cannot  be  apprehended  or  imprifoned>    imlefs  convicted  . 

by 


by  a  Court  of  Juftice,  which  gives  him  Time  enough  te 
cfcape ;  and  when  condemned,  he  cannot  be  executed  without 
the  King's  Confent  No  SoMiers  can  be  quartered  upon 
the  Gentry ;  if  any  Officer  does  it,  the  Diet  either  lentencea 
him  to  die,  or  declares  him  infamous.  The  Houfes  ol  the 
Nobility  are  San^aries,  fo  that  no  Delinquent  can  be  taken 
thence  by  Force,  though  be  fhould  be  arrefted,  and  fly  thither 
afterwards.' 

All  the  Gentry  of  Poland  are  equal  by  Birth,  and  there- 
fore they  do  not  value  Titles  of  Honour,  but  think  that  of 
a  Noble  PoUy  or  Gentleman  of  Poland^  the  greateft  they  can 
have.  Neither  the  King  or  Republick  beftow  the  Title  of 
Prince,  which  belongs  only  to  the  Sons  of  the  Royal  Family: 
For  though  fome  Pobjb  Nobles  are  made  Princes  of  the'Empire, 
and  as  fuch  enjoy  the  Title  of  Prince,  they  have  no  Prece- 
dency upon  that  Account ;  nor  have  they  any  Dukea,  Mar- 
quifles,  Counts,  Vlfcounts  or  Barons,  but  what  have  Foreign 
Titles,  which  die  reft  generally  defpife ;  for  they  do  not  value 
any  borrowed  Character,  or  lofty  Denomination,  but  &y  it  is 
intrinfick  Worth  and  Services  done  to  their  Country  that 
deferve  Preferment. 

King  SigifmundllL  eftabliflied  an  Order  of  Knighthood  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception^  created  feveral  Knights,  and  allowed 
them  Privileges  and  Superionn"  above  others;  but  they  were 
fo  much  undervalued  and  defpiied  by  the  reft  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  their  Country,  that  the  Order  foon  came  to  nothii^.  Thefe 
great  Privileges  make  the  Potijh  Gentry  poMrerful.  Many  of 
them  have  alfo  large  Territories,  with  a  defpotick  Power  over 
their  Subje£b ;  fome  of  them  have  Eftates  of  five,  fbme  of  fif-« 
teen,  fome  of  twenty,  and  fome  of  thirty  Leagues  in  Extent. 
But  the  pooreft  Gentry  have  their  Votes  in  the  Diet  as  well  as 
the  ricbeft ;  fome  of  them  are  Hereditary  Sovereigns  of  Cities, 
with  which  the  King  has  nothing  to  do.  Prince  Lubomirjki 
poilefles  above  four  rhoufand  Towns  and  Villages ;  ieveral  of 
them  can  raiie  five,  fix,  eight,  ^d  ten  thouiand  Men,  and 
maintain  them  at  their  own  Charge. 

After  all  this,  which  is  collected  from  Books,  it  is  requifite 
to  inform  the  Reader,  that  notvnthftanding  what  all  Writers 
tell  us  of  the  Grandeur  of  the  Polijh  Nobility,  it  is  to  be  un«^ 
derftood  with  great  Reftridions,  for  they  are  moft  of  then^ 
very  little  better  in  hSt  than  our  Highland  Chiefs  ;  and  though 
it  TC  true  that  they  can  raifeand  maintain  confiderable  Bodies  of 
Troops,  yet  it  is  generally  (peaking  to  be  underftood  in  their  own 
Country,  where  inftcad  of  ferving  to  any  good  Purpofe,  they 
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only  prove  a  Means  of  difturbing  the  State,  and  hindering 
the  Execution  of  Juftice.  There  are  indeed  twelve  or  fifteen 
great  Families,  that  may  be  confidered  rather  as  Princes  than 
Nobility,  which  have  great  Revenues,  large  Territories,  and 
exorbitant  Power ;  as  for  Inftance,  Prince  Lubomir/ki^  who  has 
at  leaft  fixty  tlioufand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,  and  who  has 
fometiiaies  had  feven  thouiand  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons  in 
his  own  Pay. 

The  Radxhil  Family  were  formerly  very  powerful ;  fo  were 
alfo  the  Princes  of  Sapitba ;  and  the  Families  of  Czdrtartjki^ 

?'abknetv/ki^  Pryzemjki^  Lipjkiy  and  Poniattnvjki  are  fo  now. 
'he  King  of  Poland  might  formerly  enoble  any  Man,  but  at 
prefent  he  only  propofes  fuch,  and  they  are  enobled  by  the 
Diet;  but  whoever  is  raifed  to  the  Magiltracy  in  Cracow  or 
Vibia^  is  thereby  enobled  for  himfelf  and  his  Pofterity.  No- 
bility may  be  alfo  forfeited  various  Way,  as  by  committing  an 
infamous  Crime,  by  exercifing  any  Retail  Trade ;  but  as  for 
the  Produ£b,of  their  ownEftates,  the  P^//)%  Nobility  may  fell 
and  export  them  Cuftom-free.  Their  Honours  are  likewife 
forfeited  by  bearing  any  Office  in  Cities  or  Towns  that  are  not 
privileged. 

The  Government  of  this  Country  is  entirely  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility.  »The  Archbifhop  of  Gnefna  is 
Primate  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Pope's  Legate  honty  that  is, 
in  Virtue  of  his  Office ;  he  has  a  Gold  Crois  carried  before  him 
when  he  goes  to  the  Diet,  or  to  the  King ;  and  when  he  (its, 
his  Chaplain  holds*  it  behind  his  Chair.  He  is  the  firft  Subject 
in  the  Kingdom  at  all  Times,  but  during  the  Interregnum  he 
may  coin  Mony  in  his  own  Name;  all  the  Officers  of  the 
King's  Houfliold  attend  him,  and  he  enjoys  the  Revenue  of  the 
Crown  for  that  Time.  There  are  befides  fixteen  Ecclefiaftical 
Senators,  and  the  Number  of  Lay  Senators  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight. 

In  order  to  underftand  this  perfe£Uy,  it  is  neceilary  to 
obferve,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  is  divided  into  Palatinates^ 
each  of  which  is  governed  by  a  Palatine^  who  is  in  the  Nature 
of  a  Lord  Lieutenant,  appointed  by  the  King  for  Life ;  a^d 
the  Office  of  Senator  is  annexed  to  his  Dignity.  It  belongs 
likewife  to  the  Governors  of  moil  of  the  ftrong  Places  in 
the  Kingdom,  who  are  called  Caftellans.  The  Governors  of 
Cities  are  ftiled  Starods,  but  very  few  of  them  are  Senators, 
An  Example  will  make  this  Matter  clearer  than  all  that  can 
be  faid  about  it.  Great  Poland  is  divided  into  two  Provinces : 
Poland  Proper  and  Cujavia\  of  thefe,  the  former  containa 
£ve  Palatinatesj  and  the  latter  tv^o.    The  firft  Palatinate  in 
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Ptland  is  that  of  Pofnanta^  which  contains  two  Cities^  P^f- 
nan  and  Gnefna^  and  twelve  large  Towns ;  the  Senators  from 
this  Palatinate  are  the  Archin^hop  of  Gnefnoy  the  fiifhop  of 
Pofnany  the  Palatine,  and  the  Caftellan  of  that  City,  and  fix 
other  Caftellans.  The  City  of  Gnefna  has  a  Caftellan,  but  he 
is  not  a  Senator ;  and  the  City  of  Pofnan  has  a  Starofta  or 
Mayor,  who  is  chofen  annually,  and  while  he  is  in  Office  bean 
the  Title  of  General  of  Great  Pelandy  but  he  is  no  Senator  {qc 
all  that. 

AIL  the  Senators  take  an  Oath  to  preferve  inviolable  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Republick,  and  the  King  can 
do  nothing  of  Confequence  without  their  Co^fent.  Four  ctf" 
theie  Senators  always  attend  their  Prince  wherever  he  is,  sikI 
have  a  Right  to  examine  into  every  thing,  and  to  give  him 
what  Advice  they  think  right.  Once  in  three  Years  the  King 
is  obliged  to  osXi  a  Diet,  or  an  AfTembly  of  the  States ;  but 
he  may,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Senate,  call  a  Diet  at  any  other 
Time,  but  then  it  is  ftiled  an  extraordinary  Diet,  u  is  a 
fundamental  Point  of  their  Conflitution,  that  their  ordinaty 
Diet  (hall  meet  twice  at  Warjaw^  and  once  at  Grodm  in 
Lithuania. 

When  the  King  refolves  to  alTemble  the  States,  he  fends 
his  Circular  Letters  of  Summon,  which  are  ililed  IJwuerfaUa^ 
to  each  Palatinate,  fix  Weeks  before  the  Day  of  Meeting,  in 
which  he  expreffes  the  Time,  Place,  and  Matters  to  be  coA- 
fulted  upon.  Then  the  Leffer  Diets  are  convened  in  each 
Palatinate,  in  which  the  Nobility  meet  to  chufe  their  Deputies^ 
or  Nuncios  as  they  are  called;  of  whom  Poland  fends  one 
hundred  and  feventy-eight,  and  Prujfta  feventy.  Thefe  Mem- 
mers  are  not  eleded  by  Plurality  of  Voices,  but  unanimoufly; 
and  if  this  cannot  be  brought  about,  they  break  up  in  Confu- 
fion.  The  Grand  Diet  confifts  of  the  upper  and  lower  Houfe  j 
the  Former  is  compofed  of  the  Senators^  the  Latter  of  the 
Nuncios.  The  firft  Step  to  be  taken  is  for  the  lower  Houfe 
to  eledl  a  Marihal  of  Speaker,  about  which  they  frequently 
difagree,  and  fo  break  up  in  Confuiion,  and  there  ends  that 
Diet. 

But  if  this  Point  be  once  well  gpt  over,  they  then  enter 
upon  Buftnefs,  and  Bills  are  brought  in ;  but  as  every  Nuncio^ 
has  a  Negative  Vote,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  there  can 
be  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  condu£b  an  Affair  of  any 
Confequence  through  fuch  an  Aflembly;  yet  when  this  can 
be  done,  five  Days  before  the  Clofe  of  the  Diet  the  Nuncios 
go  into  the  Uppei  Houfe,  and  there  with  the  Senators  revife 
.and  icttle  all   that  has  pafled   in  the  Seffion.     The  utmoft 
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Tune  the  Diet  can  fit  is  fix  Weeks^  and  if  Bufinefs  cannot 
be  4one  in  that  Time^  it  is  left  undone,  let  the  Confequence 
be  wfaait  it  will ;  as  in  1649,  when  the  Turis  and  Cejfacks  had 
almc^  over^run  the  whole  Kingdom.  Before  they  riie,  die 
Marfhal  or  Speaker  goes  in  their  Name  to  take  Leave  of  the 
King,  which  he  does  by  a  civil  or  fiiucy  Speech,  juft  as  he 
is  in  the  Humour.  The  Reafon  why  the  Seffion  is  confined 
Co  fo  Ihort  a  Time,  is  this:  TheNobilitv  bring  with  them 
fuch  a  Number  of  Guards  and  Domeftics,  tnat  they  are  by  that 
Time  eat  up,  and  cannot  f eaHy  afford  to  ftay  any  longer. 

The  King,  during  the  Time  the  Diet  fits,  doubles  his 
Gvards,  that  he  may  be  fecure  againft  any  Infults;  for  with- 
c«ft  doubt,  there  is  no  Aflembly  in  the  World  where  Diforders 
rile  to  fuch  a  Height  as  in  a  Poajh  Diet ;  for  there  die  Deputies 
not  onlv  take  the  Liberty  to  fpcak  fi-edy  of  the  King's  Govern- 
ment, Dut  wiU  even  abufe  him  to  his  race. 

When  the  Throne  becomes  vacant  by  Death,  Depofition, 
or  voluntary  Abdication,  the  Archbifhop  of  Gmfna  ads  as 
Inter-Rex,  ifliies  Circular  Letters  to  acquaint  the  Provinces 
with  it,  and  to  fummon  a  general  Convocation  of  the  Gentry 
to  meet  at  JVarfceoj,  Before  this  Meeting  the  little  Diets  or 
Dietines  take  Care  to  fecure  the  Roads  from  Thieves,  and  to 
guard  the  Frontiers  againft  Invafions,  and  Spies  are  fent  into  all 
Neighbouring  Countries  to  difcover  their  Ddigns.  They  fuller 
none  to  go  out  or  come  into  their  Kingdom  till  the  Eledion 
is  over;  all  Foreign  Letters,  though  to  Senators,  are  inter- 
cepted \  the  Highvrays  are  block'd  up  with  Trees,  and  Ambus- 
cades are  placed  about  them.  None  muft  write  to  the  Army 
during  this  Time ;  the  Ufe  of  Fire-Arms  is  forbid  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  all  Taverns  are  flxut  up.  The  Diet  confifts  of  the 
Archbiihop  of  Gnepia^  who  reprcfents  the  King,  and  the  other 
Senators,  with  the  Deputies  of  the  Province  . 

In  the  firft  Place  they  fend  fome  of  the  Senators  to  the  Army, 
to  direft  the  Affairs  of  War ;  others  have  the  Charge  of 
the  Treafure;  and  till  a  King  is  eleded,  the  Senate  daims 
the  Title  of  Serene  from  Foreign  Governments.  The  Diet 
for  ordering  Affairs  relating  to  the  Eleftion  fits  only  a  Fortnight^ 
during  which  Time  all  Courts  of  Judicature  ceafe,  except  that 
of  the  Marfiial.  Moft  crown'd  Heads,  Princes,  and  States, 
lend  Ambailadors  at  fuch  Times  to  the  Senate,  and  the  Pope 
fends  his  Nuncio.  A  Gentleman  is  appointed  to  attend  every 
fuch  Foreign  Minifter,  to  prevent  their  corrupting  the  Eleflors 
with  Money.  But  this  Precaution  is  of  little  Ufe  now.  When 
the  Diet  ends,  the  Deputies  retire  to  their  refpedive  Pro- 
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vinoes,  acquainting  their  Conftituents  widi  the  Proceedtngi^ 
and  Ac  Day  appointed  for  the  £le£lion ;  and  then  the  Gentiy 
advife  arnoi^  themfelves  wlmt  is  fit  to  be  propofed  in  the 
Diet. 

This  Diet  of  Eleftion,  before  the  Union  of  Poland  widi  the 
Great  Duchy  of  Lithuania^  was  held  at  Petrico^  but  fince  that 
Time  it  is  held  in  a  Field  half  a  League  from  Warfaw^  near 
the  Village  WoUty  and  muft  not  continue  above  fix  Weeki. 
There  is  a  great  Hall  of  Boards,  ereded  here  for  the  Senate. 
They  firft  go  to  Church  to  pray  to  God  to  direft  them  in  their 
Choice^  then  the  Nobility  chufe>  their  Speaker,  who  taloes 
an  Oath  that  he  will  receive  no  Bribes,  keep  no  G^rrebon- 
dence  with  any-^of  the  Competitors,  and  do  nothing  witnoiit 
the  Confent  of  the  Republick.  The  Deputies  fit  in  the  opca 
Field.  'After  they  have  appointed  a  Court  of  Juflice  duriw 
the  Inter-regnum,  all  the  Senators  aud  Deputies  take  an  O^ 
on  their  Knees,  adminiftered  by  the  Primate,  to  maintam 
Union  among  themfelves,  and  to  acknowledge  none  for  King 
hut  him  that  is  lawfully  and  unanimoufly  elected ;  and  fwear  to 
(M^eferve  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Republick.  They  an- 
nual all  Decrees  of  Tribunals,  and  all  the  Statutes  of  King^ 
that  intrench  on  their  Liberties ;  and  the  Generals  are  fworn  Id 
remove  their  Forces  from  the  Place  of  their  Diet;  then  the 
Diet  gives  Audience  to  AmbaiTadors  from  the  Competitors  or 
others,  who  are  very  liberal  to  the  Deputies,  by  giving  Preienti, 
and  keeping  an  qpen  Table,  k:^c* 

After  the  Ambafiadors  have  had  Audience,  they  proceed  to 
the  Election.  If  the  Votes  be  unanimous,  the  Primate  de- 
mands three  times,  if  the  Exorbitances  and  Grievances  be 
redrefled  f  and  if  anfwered  in  the  Affirmative,  he  declares  the 
King  ele£lv  which  is  alfo  done  by  the  Marfhal  of  tbe  Crown 
and  the  Maribal  of  the  great  Duchy,  and  then  Te  Deum  is 
fung.  At  the  Time  of  the  Elediion,  .the  Diet  form  an  A&  for 
the  Security  of  their  Liberties,  which  is  ftiled  the  PaSia  Cm^ 
ifentoj  and  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Conuad  between  the  King  and 
the  Republick,  which  is  figned  by  the  Ambafladors  from  the 
Prince  defied,  who  take  an  Oath  to  obferve  them  in  his  Name. 
He  afterwards  fwears  to  them  in  Perfon,  before  he  is  recognized, 
and  again  at  his  Coronation.  As  this  Pa^ia  Coivuenta  is  the 
Rule  of  the  King  of  Poland^  Government,  and  contains*  the 
Maxims  which  he  is  obliged  to  follow,  the  Reader  will  not  be 
difpleafed  to  fee  the  conmion  Form  of  it,  efpecially  as  we  have 
reduced  it  into  a  narrow  Compafs,  though  without  any  Detri- 
ment to  the  Senle. 

The 
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The  ftanding  Points  of  the  Paila  Conventa^  or  the  Royall 
Capitulation,  are:    "  That  the  King  fhall  not  appoint  any 
♦*  Succeffor,   but  preferve  all  the  Laws  for  the  Freedom  of 
» •*  Election  \  that  he  fhall  pretend  to  no  Right  of  coining  Mo- 
•*  ney,  but  leave  that  in  the  Hands  of  the  Republick ;  that 
•*  he  will  ratify  and  confirm  all  the  Treaties  made  with  Fo- 
**  reign  Princes;  that  he  will  maintain  the  Tranquility  of  the 
-•*  Publick ;  that  he  will  not  declare  War  againft  any  Prince, 
•**  bring  Foreign  Troops  into  the  Kingdom,  or  fuffer  any  to  go 
**  out,  nor  levy  any  new  Troops,  without  the  Confent  of  the 
•*  Diet;  that  all  Field-OfRcers  fhall  be  either  Poks^  Lithua- 
*•  nians^  or  Natives  of  thofe  Provinces  draending  on  the  Crown 
**  of  Poland  \  that  all  Officers  of  the  Guards  fhall  be  either 
•*  Poks^  Lithuanians^  or  Natives  of  thofe  Provinces  depending 
"  on  the  Crown  of  Poland^  and  their  Colonel  a  Polijb  Noble- 
^  man ;  and  all  fwear  to  be  fubjetS^  to  the  Grand  Marfbal ; 
**  that  he  fhall  not  ufe  his  Privy  Seal  in  Affeirs  that  concern  the 
^  Republick;  that  he  fhall  give  no  Man  more  Places  than 
•*  the  Law  allows ;  after  a  Place  has  been  vacant  fix  Weeks, 
**  he  fhall  beflow  it  on  fome  well  qualified  Polijb  Gentleman  j 
**  that  he  fhall  not  marry  without  Confent  of  the  Senate, 
•*  who  fhall  af&gn  his  Queen  what  Revenue  they  pleafe ;  that 
**  by  the  Confent  ef  his  Council  he  fhall  regulate  the  Num- 
*•  ber  of  his  Troops,  and  preferve  good  Difciplinc;  that  he 
•*  fhall  build  no  Fleet  .without   the  Advice  of  the  Senate ; 
^  that  he  fhall  not  diminlfh  his  Treafure  in  the  Caflle  of 
**  Cracow^  but  rather  encreafe  it;  that  he  fhall   borrow  no 
**  Money  without  the  Confent  of  the  Diet ;  that  he  fhall  al- 
•*  ways  adminifter  Juflice  by  the  Advice  of  his  Senators  ;  that 
**  he  fhall  be  content  with  the  Revenue  of  his  Prcdeceflbrs ; 
^*  that  no  Strangers  be  introduced  into  his  Councils,  and  that 
•*  he  fhall  beftow  no  Offices  or  Dignities  upon  them;   that 
•*  he  fhall  not  diminifh  any  of  the  Offices  at  his  Difpofal; 
**  that  he  fhall  maintain  and  defend  all  Rights,  Liberties,  and 
•*  Privileges  granted   by  former  Kings  to  the  PoUs  or  Z/- 
•*  thuaniansj    or   to    any    of  the  Provinces  that  depend   on 
^  riiefe  two  Nations.'*    To   thefe   Articles  they  add  others 
occafionally,    according  to   the  Circumflances  of  Time,    or 
the  Quality  of  the  Perfon  elected. 

We  have  feen  how  much  the  Power  of  this  Monarch  is 
limited^  and  how  inpra£li cable  it  is  for  him,  if  he  was  ever 
fb  much  inclined  to  it,  to  make  any  fuccefsful  Attempt  upon 
their  Liberties.  We  will  ^  now  mention  the  Advantages  he 
receives  from  his  high  Dignity.  In  the  firft  Place  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  his  Dominions  are  flill  very  large  and  extenfive, 
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though  fevcral  Provinces   have   been  cut  off  fiom  them  by 
powerful  Neighbours,  and  that  his  Subjcds  are  a  very  brave 
and  generous  People.     His  Revenue  is  very  confiderable,  ari- 
fing  fromCuftoms,  the  Tribute  paid  by  the  Jews  and  Tir- 
tars^  the  Revenue  drawn  from  the  Salt  Mines,  and  from  the 
Crown  Lands ;  which  with  various  other  Branches,,  make  up  , 
all  together  better  than  one  hundred  aind  fifty  thoufand  Pounds 
^  Annum.     He  beftows  all  Employments,  OiHces,  and  Pre- 
ferments that  are  in  any  Country  in  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
Ecclefiaftical,  Civil,  or  Military;  but  he  can  refume  none ;  fa, 
that  though  he  may  do  much  by  Hope,  yet  he  has  none  of  that  • 
InHuence  which  arifes  from  Fear  ;  for  thofe  ,who  are  preferred  . 
by  him,  very  often  defert  him :  And  what  may  be  thought  very 
ftrange  in  fome  Countries,  is  very  frequent  in  Poland \   the 
(horteft  Road  to'  Preferment,   is  that  of  Oppofition,  which  is 
attended  with  many  Incohveniencies,  and  is  the  principal  C&ufe 
that  the  Crown  and  the  Nation  both  are  funk  fo  low  as  at  pre*  • 
lent ;  when,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Noife  of  their  domeftick 
Diftra^ions,  the  reft  of  Europe  would  fcarce  know  any  thing . 
of  ihem,  or  what  they  are  doing. 

The  King  fwears  to  proteS  four  Religions,  v/z,  the  Ro^ 
Tfujhy  the  Protejiant^i  the  Greek j  and  that  of  the  Jews,,  for. 
which  the  latter  pay  about  twelve  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 
In  the  great  Duchy  of  Lithuania  there  are  many  Thoufands  •. 
of  Tartars,  who  are  allowed  the  Exercife  of  the  Mahometan 
Religion ;  and  on  the  Frontiers  there  are  ftill  fome  Pagans, 
As  to  the  Military  Affairs  of  the  Country,  there  are  two  ftand*- 
ing  Armies  kept  in  conftant  Pay,  each  undor  the  Comniiand 
of  two  Generals,  diftinguiflied  under  the  Titles  of  Great  and 
Little.  The  firft,  which  is  the  Crown  Army  of  Poland,  con- 
fifts  of  36,000  Men,  and  that  of  Lithuania  of  I2,00«;  but 
they  are  very  indifferently  fubfifted,  and  worfe  difciplined ;  fo 
that  they  feldom  make  any  great  Figure,  which  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  Badnefs  of  their  Infantry ;  to  qualify  which  they 
have  fome  Foreign  Troops  in  their  Pay,  and  heretofore  they 
had  their  Cojfacks,  who,  though  they  might  not  be  as  good 
Troops  as  any  in  Europe,  though  they  are  fo  ftiled  by  many 
Authors,  were  much  better  certainly  than  any  that  could  be 
brought  againft  them ;  but  moft  of  thefe  have  now  put  them- 
felves  under  the  Proteftion  of  RuJJia,  which  is  a  great  and 
indeed  an  irreparable  Lofs  to  the  Poles. 

The  Reader,  after  perufmg  this  Account,  will  very  proba- 
bly wonder  how  -under  fuch  a  Conftitution  the  Wheel  of  Go- 
vernment can  be  at  all  kept  in  Motiop,  or  how  it  is  poflible. 
that  Men  of  Senfe  and  publick  Spirit  can  be  fo  ftraneely 
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fohi  of  a  Conftitution,  produflivc  of  fo  many  difaftrous  Con- 
fe^uoices ;  we  will  therefore  endeavour  to  give  fomc  Account 
of  both. 

As  to  the  firft,  when  the  King  finds  he  can  do  nothing  in 
thfc  Dkt  for  the  publick  Service,  he  has  recourfe  to  what  is 
called  a  Senatus  Con/ilium^  which  is  exa£Uy  the  Cime  thing  with 
what  we  had  formerly  here  in  Englandy  under  the  Title  of  the 
Oreat  Council  of  the  Peers ;  yet  the  Ads  of  this  Affemblv  are 
b«t  of  doubtful  Authority  in  Poland  \  however  they  are  better 
than  none,  and  have  often  done  great  Service  to  the  State.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  Nobility  think  themfelves  at  any  time 
opprefied  or  aggrieved,  they  form  what  are  called  Confederacies^ 
which  are  fo  for  legal,  that  I  don't  find  in  their  Hiftory  fuch  as 
have  taken  Steps  of  this  Natuae,  have  been  often  treated  as 
Rebels. 

As  to  the  latter  Pbint,  the  Polijh  Nobility  are  fond  of  their 
Conftitution,  firft,  becaufe  it  preferves  their  Power,  which 
though  they  are  not  a  tenth  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Poland^ 
they  are  pleafed  to  call  Liberty,  that  their  particular  and  exorbi- 
tant Privileges  may  pafs  for  publick  Bleffings.  In  the  next  Place, 
they  like  this  Form  of  Government,  becaufe  cvpry  Gentleman 
of  Poland  knows  that  there  is  a  Poffibility  of  his  Pofterit)''s 
wearing  the  Crown ;  and  laftly,  they  are  attached  to  this  Form 
of  Rule,  becaufe  every  Eleftion  brings  half  a  Million  Sterling 
into  their  Courttry,  and  a  great  Part  of  that  Sum  into  their 
Pockets.  But  then,  inftead  of  avowing  thefe  Principles,  they 
are  pleafed  to  alledge,  that  their  Conftitution  obliges  Kings  to 
govern  by  Law,  fecurcs  the  Nobility  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
Rights,  defends  them  from  the  Inconveniencies  that  attend  a 
Minority,  and  keeps  them  from  being  Slaves,  like  the  Turis^ 
Tartars,  and  fome  of  their  Neighbours. 

The  Intereft  of  Poland  with  rcfpecl  to  Foreign  Powers, 
lies  in  a  very  narrow  Compafs,  fince  as  Things  ftand  at  pre- 
fent,  they  feem  to  be  in  no  great  Danger  of  being  involved 
in  a  War  with  any  of  their  Neighbours.  The  Power  of  the 
Ruffians  might  juftly  alarm  them,  if  his  Polijb  Majefty  was 
not  fo  clofeTy  connefted  with  the  Czarina,  The  TurJts  were 
very  formidaole  to  them  heretofore,  and  fo  were  the  Tartars^ 
but  their  Alliances  with  the  German  and  RuJJian  Empires  fccure 
thenri  from  all  Apprchenfions  now.  They  were  anciently  very 
jealous  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  as  apprehending  fhe  was  de- 
firous  of  obtaining  their  Kingdom  in  the  Manner  fhe  had 
done  thofe  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary  \  and  this  it  was  that 
made  them  incline  to  the  French^  who  have  fpcht  large  Sums 
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rf  Money  to  keep  up  a  Faftion  in  that  Country,  ahd  perha{jSl 
tbcir  Piftolcs  find  a  Way  thither  ftill. 

The  tCing  of  PruJJia  is  a  Prince  with  whom  the  Poles  ought ' 
to  live  upon  good  Terms  ;  as  we  (ball  fhew  hereafterj  there  ar^ 
many  Reafons  to  induce  that  Monarch  to  live  upon  good  Terms 
with  them.  With  the  Sivedcs  they  have  now  very  little  tb  do,  , 
the  Ruffians  having  taken  from  them  the  Provinces  they  con- 
quered from  the  Poles ;  fo  that  unlefs  the  Face  of  Affairs  Ihould 
change  in  the  North,  Poland  is  like  to  continue  quiet  enough, 
at  leaft  till  her  Throne  becomes  once  more  vacant. 

We  might  conclude  from  hence,  the  Tranquillilty  of  Poland 
ought  to  be  greater  than  ever,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  more 
fecure  from  the  Views  of  ambitious  Neighbours.  We  might 
likewife  conceive  that  in  a  Time  of  fo  much  Serenity  and 
Safety,  the  true  Patriots  in  this  Country  would  examino  into 
the  fXefeSs,  and  apply  proper  Remedies  for  feftoring  the 
Vigour  of  their  Government  j  and  we  might  be  farther  tempted 
to  hope  they  would  carefully  ufe  their  utmoft  Precautions  to 
prevent  the  Revival  of  publick  Difturbances  amongft  them,  be- 
fore thw  arc  inevitably  brought  on  them  by  every  new  Vacancy 
of  the  Throne. 

In  Jufticc  however  to  Truth,  it  muft  be  confeffed  that 
their  prefent  Situation  is  as  remote  from  this  as  can  be  well 
inwgined  ;  their  Divifions  are  far  from  being  healed,  the  Con- 
dition of  publick  Affairs  is  as  bad  or  worfe  than  ever ;  all  this 
is  reprefented  to  the  States,  and  to  the  whole  World  at  the 
meeting  of  every  Diet,  where  proper  Remedies  are  fuggefted, 
methodised,  and  reafoned  upon  with  great  Force  and  Spirit, 
yet  m  the  End  there  is  nothing  concluded,  but  all  things  arc 
iuficred  to  run  from  bad  to  worfe  5  fo  that  in  reality,  no  Nation 
was  ever  in  a  more  haplefs,  helplefs,  or  hopelefs  Condition. 

In  this  Situation  of  Things,  the  prefent  King  feem^  to  have 
aded  with  all  the  Temper  and  Moderation  poffible,  fo  that  the  , 
Poles  are  obliged  to  take  the  Weight  of  their  Misfortunes  upon 
themfelves,  and  cannot  fo  much  as  find  a  Colour  of  imputing 
it  to  their  Prince,  or  his  Minifters.  It  is  however  thought  that 
his  Majefty  has  fome  Views,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  for  en- 
gaging the  Nobility  to  ded  his  fccond  Son  Prince  Xavier^  a 
Scheme  in  itfelf  very  rational,  and  which  feems  to  promife  as 
peat  Advantages  to  the  Nation  as  to  the  Royal  Family;  for  that 
Prince  would  be  then  entirely  fettled  in  Poland^  and  could  have 
no  other  Views  than  for  the  Welfare  and  Glory  of  that  King- 
dom, It  is  however  very  poiEble  that  this  Deugn  may  be,  tra- 
vcrfcd  by  that  foreign  Influences^  which  for  man^  Years 
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bas  divided,  diftrsuSed,  and  deftroyed  the  Force,  the  Credit  and 
Happinefs  of  the  Polijh  Nation. 

in  order  to  enter  into  the  Reafon  of  this,  we  muft  call  to 
mind  the  Principles  laid  down  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Sedion, 
and  remember  that  if  the  real  Intereft  of  Poland  was  to  be 
purfued,  it  is  flill  capable  of  becoming  one  of  the  greateft 
and  moft  confiderable  Powers  in  the  North  j  whicli  however 
if  fome  of  its  potent  Neighbours  can  prevent,  it  never  will 
be.  The  Hints  thrown  out  by  tlie  French  fimiiTaries  as  to  the 
Infults  that  have  been  offered  to  this  Nation,  and  the  con- 
temptuous Manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated,  from  the 
miferable  Circumftances  into  which  they  have  brought  them- 
fclves,  tho'  proceeding,  as  the  Intrigues  of  thefe  Sort  of  People 
ever  proceed,  from  very  bad  Motives,  are  not  however  aJto- 

tether  void  of  Truth.  To  fpeak  freely  and  honeftly  upon  this 
ubjed,  the  Language  of  falfe  Patriots  is  not  always  to  be  dif- 
r^rded,  for  the  very  worft  of  Men  by  being  obliged  to 
diSemble  their  bad  Intentions,  very  frequently  fay  Things  that 
might  become  the  befts  and  ic  is  Prudence  to  diftinguiih 
between  wholefome  Suggeftions,  which  are  a  kind  of  gilded 
Wrappers,  and  the  Poifons  they  are  meant  to  convey. 

In  Ihort,  if  there  be  any  latent  Remains  of  Virtue,  Prin- 
ciple, or  publick  Spirit  among  the  PoUs^  and  if  there  be  ftili 
amongft  them  any  great  Men  of  able  Heads  and  warm  Hearts, 
they  may  poilibly  take  Advantage  from  this  difmal  Pofture  of 
Aftairs,  to  excite  a  general  Concern  in  the  Nation  to  pro- 
vide at  leaft  for  the  oafety  and  Security  of  themfelves,  if  not 
for  the  Recovery  of  that  Power  and  Glory  which  once  dif- 
tinguiflied  their  Anceftors.  They  may  be  prompted  to  fuf- 
pend  at  leaft  in  one  extraordinary  Diet,  the  Tribunitian  Power 
of  the  Liherufn  Veto^  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  the  Capacity  of 
any  (ingJe  periidious,  ambitious,,  or  fplenetick  Nuncio  to  dif^ 
turb  and  countcr-a<Si  the  rational  and  laudable  Defigns  of  Men, 
who  have  the  Good  of  their  Country  at  Heart.  They  may  by 
this  Meanjs  recover  the  Exiftence  of  a  real  a£live  and  well- 
intentioned  Government,  which  would  reftore  their  Indepen- 
^  dency,  and  remove  the  Misfortune  and  Reproach  of  being 
influenced  in  their  moft  important  Concerns  by  the  Intrigues  of 
their  Neighbours,  whofe  intereft  it  is,  or  at  leaft  who  taxe  it  to 
be  their  Intereft,  to  keep  them  in  a  State  of  Feeblenefs  and  In- 
aftivity. 

.  But  all  tliis  is  in  the  Womb  of  Time,  we  muft  patiently 
wait  to  fee  what  flie  will  bring  forth  ;  poflibly  the  convulfive 
Motions  that  are  at  prefent  felt  in  the  North  may  be  attended 
with  good  EIFeils,  and  after  a  few  fharp  Pangs  Paland  may 
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be  delivered  of  a  new  and  ftabic  Government.  It  is  alfo 
|ioffible  that  her  Strength  may  be  already  fo  weakened  and  ex- 
haufted  as  not  to  endure  this,  and  that  the  People  may  rather 
incline  to  M  back  into  the  fame  drowfy  State,  In  which  they 
have  continued  ufelefs  to  themfelves,  and  contemptible  to  the 
reft  of  the  World.  We  muft  acknowledge  that  there  is  much 
of  Obfcurity,  and  little  of  Certainty  in  thefe  Obfcrvations ;  hut 
this  arifa  from  the  Subjeft,  and  it  is  better  to  fliew  the  Reader 
how  little  can  be  faid  upon  it  with  Confidence,  than  to  mif- 
leadhim,  by  a  bold  Pretence  to  Lights  we  neither  have  nor 
can' have.  For  who  can  penetrate  the  Secrets  of  a  State  that 
has  no  Secrets  ?  Who  can  diftinguifli  the  Views  of  a  Nation 
that  are  really  without  Views  ?  Or  who  can  pretend  to  fay 
what  will  be  the  future  State  of  a  People,  who  as  to  that  feem 
to  be  abfolutely  carelefs  themfelves  ?  The  prefcnt  Policy  of 
Pobnd,  like  the  World  of  Epicurus^  is  direfted  by  Accident 
and  Chance  j  fo  that  Time  only  can  {hew  us  what  thefe 
will  produce. 


CHAP.     VII. 

A  fuccin5l  Account  of  the  Modern  Hijiory^  Poli- 
tied  Interejis^    and  real  Views  of  the  CrowH 
.  e/"  P  R  u  s  s  I  A. 

THIS,  though  one  of  the  lateft,  is  very  fer  from  being 
the  leaft  confiderable  Kingdom  in  Europe,  feems  to  be 
every  Day  rifing  in  Power,  in  Extent,  and  in  Reputation,  and 
will  probably  mount  as  high  in  the  next  Age  as  Sweden  did  in 
the  laft  5  which  are  the  Reafons  that  we  judged  it  neceflary 
to  treat  of  it,  and  of  its  Concerns,  independent  of  thofe  of  the 
Empire;  in  as  much  as  we  have  already  feert  the  King  of 
Prujffia  confidered  of  late  as  one  of  the  greateft  Powers  of 
the  Northi:  And  there  is  the  higheft  Probability,  that  they  will 
hereafter  become  more  confpicuous  in  that  Charafter,  and  take 
a  much  larger  Share  in  the  general  Syftem  of  Affairs  in  Europe^ 
than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

We  mall  not  pretend  to  afcend  higher  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Houfe  of  Brandenburgh^  than  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century; 
but  (hall  content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  no  Houfe  in  Ger^ 
fiumy  has  produced  more  great  Princes,  or  Princes  of  greater 
Merit  than  this.    Some  have  been  diftinguifhed  by  their  Valour 
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aod  Military  Skill,  that  frequently  placed  them  ^t  the  Head  of 
the  Empire,  which  bcfides  contributing  to  their  own  Glory, 
added  fikewife  to. the  Extent  of  their  Dominions,  and  to  the 
flappincfs  of  their  Subje£ls.  Some  again  have  been  no  lefs  dif- 
tinguiflied  for  their  confummate  Knowledge  in  Politicks,  for 
their  making  the  heft  Ufe  of  their  Abilities  in  that  refpect,  to- 
wards promoting  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  Germany ^  as  well  as 
increafing  and  adding  to  their  own  Dominions,  by  the  dex- 
terous Management  of  their  Affairs  in  the  moft  critical  Con* 
junctures.  Others  have  been  celebrated  for  their  great  Learning, 
cxtenfive  Science,  and  admirable  Eloquence ;  all  which  remark- 
able Qiialities  they  applied  for  the  Benefit  of  their  Subje<3s,  and 
for  the  Improvement  of  their  Territories. 

As  Proofs  of  this,  we  need  only  obferve  that  Albert  of 
Brandenburghy  who  flouriflied  in  the  fifteenth  Century,  was 
ftiled  by  the  Pope  the  Achilles  of  Germany^  but  the  (yennans 
themfelves  called  him  their  Ulyjfes,  His  Succeflbr  yobn  had 
the  Title  of  the  German  Cicero ;  and  George  the  Firjt^  Eledtor 
of  Brandinburgh^  in  the  Middle  of  the  fixteenth  Century,  was 
fo  renowned  for  his  Probity,  that  the  Dukes  of  MeckUnbur^b 
and  Anhaky  and  the  Ele£tor  of  Saxony^  appointed  him  by  their 
Wills,  Tutor  to  their  Children,  which  Truft  he  executed  with 
the  higheft  Juftice;  fo  that  it  may  without  Flattery  be  faid,  that 
the  prefent  Greatnefs  of  his  illuflrious  Houfe  is  not  the  Work 
of  Chance,  or  the  EfFecl  of  any  remarkable  Flow  of  good 
Fortune;  but  of  the  Valour,  Wifdom,  Juftice,  Prudence,  and 
Piety  of  a  long  Succeffion  of  able  Princes. 

yohn  Sigifmund^  Eleftor  of  Brandenburgh,  embraced  the  re^ 
fbrniied  Religion,  and  introduced  it  into  his  Territories.  After 
the  £xtin<Slion  of  the  ancient  Family  of  the  Dukes  of  Cleve,  he» 
in  Conjundion  with  the  £le£l:or  Palatine,  made  himfelf  Mafter 
of  that  Succeffion,  notwithftanding  the  Expedative  that  had 
been  granted  the  Duke  of  Saxony^  and  by  this  Means  added  a 
very  confiderable  Country  to  his  Dominions.  His  Right  to 
vrhich  was  thus  founded  :  He  had  married  the  Princefs  Anfu^ 
eldeft  Daughter  to  Albert  Frederick  of  Pruffia^  and  Mary  Eleanor^ 
rideft  Sifter  of  the  laft  Duke  of  Cleve.  tfpon  the  Death  of  his 
Father-in-law,  he  took  Pofleffion  alfo  of  the  Duchy  of  Prujpa^ 
of  which  he  obtained  the  Inveftiture  from  the  King  of  Poland^ 
notwithftanding  the  warm  Oppofition  made  thereto  by  tjic 
Grandees  of  Poland \  and  died  in  full  Pofleffion  of  thefe  Domx* 
pions,  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  the  forty-feventh 
pf  his  Age,  A.  D,  1619. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  George  H^Uiam^  who  en-r 
fcrcd  into  the  PoiTeffion  of  the  Ekdbrat^  in  a  very  difficult 
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Conjunaure,   when  die  Troubles  of  Bohema  had  fpieaul  the 

Flames  of  War  through  the  Empire,  and  threatened  the 
Safety  of  his  Dominions^  which  however  he  prote£^  by  his 
great  Wifdom  and  Moderation.  He  was  a  very  zealous  Pro- 
teftant,  and  laboured  earneftly  to  have  united  the  Lutherans  and 
Cahinijis ;  in  order  to  which,  he  caufed  a  general  Aflembly  to 
be  held  at  Leipjick^  which,  through  the  Peeviihncfs  and  private 
Views  of  Churchmen,  came  to  nothing.  Upon  the  March  of 
Guftavus  Adolphui  into  Germany^  his  Dominions  fufFcred  greatly, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  put  the  Fortrefs  of  Spandau  into  the 
Hands  of  that  Monarch,  as  we  have  eliewhere  (hewn,  in  order 
to  obtain  his  Affiftance  for  the  Relief  of  Magdebourgy  then  be- 
fi^ed  by  the  Imperialijisy  who  notwithftanding  made  themfelves 
Mailers  of  it,  and  with  unexampled  Severity  cruelly  deftroyed 
that  City.  /  /  / 

Count  Tilly  who  commanded  them,  falling  afterwards  into 
Saxonyj  our  £le£lor  joined  his  Troops  to  the  Saxons^  and  had 
his  Share  in  the  famous  ViSory  of  LeipficL  But  after  the 
Death  of  Guftavus  King  of  Sweden^  when  the  Ele&or  of  Sax* 
my  thought  fit  to  make  Peace  with  the  Emperor,  by  the 
Tr«ty  of  Prague^  the  Ele£br  of  Brandenburgh  took  care  to 
be  included  therein,  which  freed  him  from  a  very  expenfivc 
and  burthenfome  War,  and  left  him  Leifure  to  look  after  his 
own  Afiairs,  and  to  provide  for  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of 
his  Subjeds,  which  he  had  always  much  more  at  Heart  than 
making  Conquefls.  In  i6j7,  the  Family  of  the  Dukes  of 
Pomerania  extinguifhing  in  Bogijlaus  XIV.  that  Country  ought 
to  have  defcended  to  the  Elector,  hy  virtue  of  a  Treaty  made 
for  that  Purpofe  with  the  Houfe  that  was  extind ;  but  how- 
ever,' the  Swedes  fcized  and  kept  it  by  Force,  to  which  the 
Ele^or  was  obliged  to  fubmit;  and  the  Scnfe  of  this  and  the 
Misfortunes  of  Germany^  contributed  to  (horten  his  Days  j  fo 
that  deceafing  in  1640,  be  left  his  Dominions  to  his  Son, 

Frederick  fVHHam^  Elcftor  of  Brandenturgbf  the  fecond  of 
that  Name,  who  was  one  of  the  greatefl  and  moft  diftinguifhed 
Princes  of  his  Time,  both  for  Wifdom  and  Courage  j  which 
were  always  properly  employed  for  his  own  Security,  and  the 
Benefit  of  his  People.  He  too  entered  upon  the  Government 
when  the  Affairs  of  Germany  and  his  own  were  in  a  very 
difficult  and  embarrafTed  Situation,  and  therefore  he  pro- 
vided for  the  Eafe.  of  his  Subjefis,  by  a  Treaty  of  Neutra- 
lity with  the  Swedes^  who  by  the  Peace  of  Munjier  were  obliged 
immediately  to  envacuate  Pomeramay  and  the  Marquifate  of 
Prandenburgh^  but  the  Swediji  Deputies  delayed  it  till  1653; 
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jior  could  it  then  be  procured,  but  by  the  EIe£tors*s  quitting  that 
which  is  now  called  the  Swe^Jh  Pomeraniay  and  feveral  mili- 
wicks,  with  the  Ifle  of  Rurerij  ta  the  Sweds^  for  which  he 
had,  but  much  fliort  of  an  Equivalent,  the  Archbiflioprick  of 
Magdebourg^  the  Bifhopricks  of  Halberjiat  and  Caminy  and  the 
Principality  of  Minden^  with  their  Dependencies, 

He  offered  two  Millions  of  Crowns,  and  all  thofe  Dominions, 
for  that  Part  of  Pomerania  he  was  obliged  to  yield,  but  in  vain. 
He  ftrenuoufly  maintained  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Eleftors,  as 
to  the  Ceremonial  of  the  Diet  of  franckforty  and  was  very 
zealous  in  fupporting  the  Intereft  of  Religion,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  Cahinijfs.  In  1656,  he  was  obliged  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  PruJJia  to  join  with  the  Swedes  againft  the  Poles  i 
but  the  King  of  Denmark  having  declared  War  againft  Charles 
Gujiavus  of  Swederiy  he  was  compelled  to  leave  Poland  to  de^ 
fend  his  own  Country ;  fo  that  the  Burthen  of  that  War  falling 
upon  the  Eleftor,  he  compromifed  Things  by  a  Treaty  with 
the  PoUs^  by  which  they  releafed  him  from  the  Homage  due  to 
their  Crown  from  Prujfta^  and  quitted  to  him  the  Fiefs  of 
Lftwenhergy  Botow^  and  the  Town  of  Elhing^  on  Condition 
that  he  (hould  reftorc  the  latter  on  their  paying  him  four  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns. 

After  the  Death  of  Ferdinand  IR,  in  1657,  the  French  vrere 
for  advancing  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  to  the  Imperial  Throne  j 
but  the  Elc£l:or  of  Brandenhurgh  adhering  to  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlridj  the  Emperor  Leopold  of  Jujlria  was  chofen,  though 
the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  had  beforehand  gained  three  Votes.  He 
afterwards  took  part  with  the  Polesy  but  not  being  feconded  by 
the  Dutchy  as  he  expeftcd,  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at  Olhay 
in  1660.  After  this  he  applied  himfelf  to  Affairs  of  Peace,  to 
reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Princes  at  Variance  with  him ;  and 
making  an  Alliance  with  France  and  England  for  his  own 
Security.  The  French  King  having  feized  the  Principality  of 
Orangey  the  Eleftor  being  Tutor  to  the  young  Prince,  fent  an 
AmbaiTy  to  demand  its  Reftitution. 

In  1666,  he  made  a  definitive  Treaty  with  the  Prince  of 
Neuburgy  about  the  Succeifion  of  yuliers  and  Cleves ;  and  af- 
terwards got  the  latter,  perpetually  fccured  to  his  own  Fa- 
mily. He  affiited  the  Emperor  againfl  the  Turhy  made  Peace 
by  his  Mediation  between  the  Dukes  of  Lunenburgy  who 
had  fallen  out  amongft  diemfelves,  and  likewife  between  the 
Bnglijhy  the  Dtdchy  and  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter.  In  1672, 
the  French  having  declared  War  againft  the  Dutchy  he  fent 
Affiftance  to  the  latter,  and  his  Troops  Joined  thofc  of  the 
Emperor   under  General  MtntecucuU^   who   difapproving  of 
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the  Elector's  Meafures,  they  did  little  more  dtiring  this  Cam- 
paign than  make  a  bare  Diverdon. 

The  Ele<aor  finding  that  he  was  in  great  Danger  of  lofing 
Part  of  his  own  Dominions,  by  a  War  in  which  he  had  engaged 
purely  for  the  Sake  of  his  Neighbours;  refolved  in  1673,  to 
make  a  Treaty  with  France  upon  the  beft  Terms  he  could^ 
which  he  accordingly  did  at  Foflen^  upon  Condition  that  the 
French  fhould  reftore  to  him  all  that  had  been  taken  from  him 
in  the  ieveral  Countries  of  Cleves^  Marck^  and  Ravenfiergy  ex- 
cepting only  the  Towns  of  IVefcI  and  Rees^  in  which  the  King 
Ihould  be  permitted  to  keep  a  Garrifon  till  the  Conclufion  of  a 
Peace,  when  they  were  to  be  reftored  to  the  Elector  j  and  biii 
Majefty  farther  agreed  to  pay  him  eight  hundred  thoufand  Livres 
for  the  Expences  of  the  War.  As  advantageous  as  this  Treaty 
was  to  the  Eleflor,  and  notwithftanding  the  French  yielded  up 
to  him  the  Places  before  mentioned,  fooner  than  they  need  have 
done,  yet  obferving  their  pernicious  Deilgns,  and  that  they 
were  refolved  to  opprefs  the  Dutch,  he  the  very  next  Year 
renewed  his  Alliance  with  the  States  againft  France,  and  marched 
into  AIfa:e  with  twenty  thoufand  Men;  but  the  Imperial  Ge- 
neral RGurnonville  thwarting  his  Meafures,  little  was  done  that 
Cam  pa  I '^n. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Swedes,  at  the  Sollicitation  of  France^ 
invaded  Pomerania,  and  the  Marquifate.  Upon  which  the 
Ele6lor  returned  from  Alface,  and  turned  his  Arms  againft  the 
Swedes,  over  whom  he  gained  a  compleat  Vi<Sory  at  Feght- 
Berlin,  and  took  from  them  the  Ifle  of  Wolen,  Wolgajl,  and 
Anclam,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Forts  of  Fomerania,  He  alfo  took 
Stetin  after  a  famous  Siege,  which  lafted  many  Months.  In 
1678,  he  made  himfelf  Matter  of  the  Ifle  of  Rugen^  took  Stral- 
fund,  and  Gripfwald,  and  drove  the  Swedes  entirely  out  of 
all  Pomerania.  They,  to  divert  him,  invaded  Prujfta\  but 
the  ElecSor,  in  the  middle  of  the  Winter,  paiTed  the  Lake  of 
CaurUmd,  which  falls  into  the  Baltick,  with  his  Army  and  Ar- 
tillery upon  the  Ice,  where  it  was  three  Miles  broad,  furprizcd 
and  defeated  them ;  fo  that  of  fixteen  thoufand  fcarce  five  thou- 
fand efcaped.  After  the  War  of  1672,  he  was  left  out  of  the 
Treaty  of  Nimeguen^  and  Peace  being  concluded  among,  the 
other  Princes,  and  the  French  joining,  with  the  Swedes^  he  was 
obliged  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Germains,  to  quit  all  hisConquefts 
to  them ;  for  which  the  French  King  by  a  fecret  Article  paid 
him  three  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  towards  the  Charges  of 
.  the  War,  which,  though  all  he  could  obtain,  was  a  very  poor 
Satisfaction* 

Iir 


[    122   J 

In  1680,  this  great  Prince  took  fuch  a  Step  a$  was  entirely 
Vrorthy  of  his  Quraftcr.  The  Court  of  Spain  was  largely  in 
his  Debt  for  the  Succours  furnilhcd  in  the  laft  War,  by 
which,  in  all  Probability,  fhe  faved  her  Low  Countries  i  but 
no  Pcrfuafions,  no  Applications,  no  Letters  from  theElc<Slor, 
no  Memorials  from  his  Minifters  had  any  Weight,  either 
becaufc  the  Court  of  Spain  was  very  negligent  in  her  Ad- 
miniftration,  or  that  her  Treafures  where  abfolutely  cxhauft- 
ed.  At  laft,  when  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Minifters  could 
find  nothing  to  fay  that  looked  like  an  Anfwer,  they  had  re- 
courie  to  an  Artifice,  not  to  be  excufed  or  juftified  j  they  pro- 
niifcd  the  Eledor's  Minifters  Payment,  and  gave  them  Bills 
upon  Merchants  in  the  Low  Countries^  which  in  Confequence  of 
their  Collufion  were  protefted.  This  left  no  Room  to  hope  for 
any  future  Redrefs ;  the  Eleftor  therefore  faw  himfelf  reduced 
to  the  Neceffity  either  to  fit  down  with  the  Lofs,  or  to  take 
ibme  hitherto  untried  Method  for  Redrefs;  he  chofe  the  latter ; 
and  having  Imformation  of  a  very  rich  Ship  that  was  expeSed  in 
one  of  the  Spanijh  Ports  of  Flanders^  he  fitted  out  eight  Priva* 
teers  to  feize  her,  and  the  Defien  was  conduced  with  fuch 
Diligence  and  Secrecy,  that  the  nrft  News  the  Spanijh  Court 
had  of  his  Projeft,  brought  that  of  its  Execution. 

At  firft  the  Spanijh  Miniftry  took  up  the  Matter  very 
warmly,  and  would  hear  of  nothing  but  Reftitution  of  the 
Vcffel,  and  Satisfaftton  for  the  Affront;  yet  after  fome  Time, 
when  they  faw  the  Elcftor  was  determined,  and  that  the 
Forces  of  Spain  could  make  no  Impreflion  on  any  of  that 
Prince's  Territories,  they  were  content  to  liften  to  his  Ex- 
cufes,  which  without  doubt  the  EleAor  was  wiilingenough  to 
make,  for  putting  a  Million  eight  hundred  thoufand  Ducats  into 
his  Pocket.  Ththm^Y^v  Augujius  oi  Saxony^  Adminiftrator 
of  Magdebourgi  deceafcd,  upon  which  the  Elcflor  added  that 
Country  to  his  Dominions  as  a  fecularlzed  Duchy,  agreeable  tp 
the  Treaty  of  TV^phaKa. 

Ht  was  on  the  Point  alfo  of  annexing  the  Principality 
of  ^uerfurt  as  a  Fief  of  that  Duchy,  which  confifted  of  four 
Bailiwicks;  but  this  was  contefted  with  him;  and  in  the 
Year  1687  he  compromifcd  the  Matter  by  accepting  of  the 
Bailiwick  of  Bruck  as  a  full  Satisfaction  for  his  Pretenfions 
upon  all  four.  In  the  Succeeding  Year,  he  came  to  an  ami- 
cable Conclufion  with  the  Emperor,  in  relation  to  a  Difpute 
that  had  long  fubfifted,  concerning  the  Principality  of  %- 
gemdorfj  which  the  Emperor  haft  re-united  to  the  Kingdom 
ot  Bohemia^  notwithftanding  the  Claim  always  made  to  it  by 
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our  Elc£lor;  iti  Compcnfation  for  which  he  had  the  Tcr^ 
ritory  of  Schueibu/irtj  or  the  Northern  Part  of  Silejia^  yielde4 
up  to  him,  which  the  Eqiperor  afterwards  found  Means  to 
obtain  back  from  his  Son  and  SucceiTory  as  we  (hall  here- 
after more  largely  explain. 

This  excellent  Prince  (hewed  himfe}f  as  compleady  qualified 
for  Government  as  any  of  his  Rank  in  that  Age;,  and  this  hov^ 
his  ficfi  taking  thp  Reins  of  the  Adminiftration  into,  his  flands, 
to  the  time  that  they  were  taken  from  him  by  Death.  Hi* 
Perfonal  Courage  appeared  in  feveral  Aflions  in  which  he 
was  prefent ;  his  Steddin^is  in  the  Siege  of  Stetin^  one  of  the 
moft  memorable  that  ever  happened  in  Europe^  and  of  wh^clf 
particular  Accounts  have  been  publifhed  in  aimoft  all  I/aa* 
guages ;  his  glorious  Zeal  for  Liberty^  in  his  generoufly  affift- 
ing  the  Dutch  in  1672,  and  on  many  other  Occafioxis. 

He  gave  alfo  various,  and  thofe  very  fignal  Inilances  of  hl$ 
Abilities  as  a  Statefman,  in  chufing  the  faireft  Opportunities 
for  aflerting  his  Rights,  and  in  being  content  to  wave  them 
when  he  found  it  would  be  difficult  or  dangerous  to  main* 
tain  them.  He  arrived  at  much  greater  Authority  than  hig 
Predeceflbrs,  and  enjoyed  it  without  feeming  to  afpire  to  itj 
and  this  by  ftudying  the  Good  of  his  Subjects  to  iuch  a  De- 
gree,  that  they  looked  upon  his  Acquifition  of  Power  as  aq 
Advantage  to  themfelves,  and  indeed  it  proved  fo;  for  not 
content  with  giving  Audience  to  all  who  deiired  it,  and  do- 
ing Juftice  upon  the  Spot  after  hearing  both  Parties,  he  feC 
apart  certain  Hours  for  reading  Letters  from  every  Place  in 
his  Dominions,  fo  that  the  meaneft  of  his  Subje<£ls  might 
depend  upon  his  Notice;  and  the  greateft  of  his  Minifters 
were  not  fecure,  if  they  behaved  ill,  from  being  both  detected 
and  punifhed. 

He  was  very  kind  to  the  French  Proteftants,  and  not  onlj 
permitted,  but  invited  them  to  fettle  in  his  Dominions;  he 
beftowed  on  their  Gentry  Commands  in  his  Army,  or  Polb 
in  bis  Court ;  he  provided  for  the  poorer  Sort  cither  as  Me* 
chanicks  in  great  Towns,  or  as  Peafants  in  Pruffia\  to  the 
Former  he  gave  Houfes,  and  to  the  Latter  Lands.  He  did  this 
with  fo  good  a  Will,  that  when  one  of  his  Minifters  infi. 
nuated  that  thefe  Liberalities  might  produce  Inconvenicncies, 
his  Anfwer  was,  that  he  would  "fell  his  Plate  to  feed  them* 
He  faid  upon  another  Occafion,  he  now  underftood  how  both 
Parties  might  gain  by  the  iame  Bargain,  for  that  his  Lands 
in  PruJJia  were  forno^erly  worth  nothing  to  him,  but  that  by 
giving  them  to  ^e  poor  Proteftants,  both  he  and  they  had 
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acquired  good  Eflates,   and  were  under  mutual  Obligations 
to  each  other. 

He  built  a  new  Town  at  Berlin^  and  by  uniting  five  irregular 
Boroughs  compofcd  a  fine  City,  which  he  embelliflied  with 
publick  Buildings,  and  ftrengthened  by  regular  Fortifications. 
He  put  his  Dominions  into  better  Order  than  they  had  ever  been 
in  the  Days  of  his  PredecefTors,  by  eftablifliing  new  Regula- 
tions where  they  were  neceflary,  and  aboliihing  old  Cuftoms 
where  Experience  fbewed  they  were  pernicious.  He  gave 
up  to  his  Subje£k  a  Land-Tax,  that  was  a  heavy  Burthen  on 
their  Eftates,  for  an  Excife,  which  was  a  more  equal,  tho* 
perhaps  as  profitable  an  Impofition.  In  order  to  improve  Trade, 
he  built  a  noble  Fortrefs  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea 'y  and  at 
Home  he  cut  a  Paflage  or  Canal  between  the  Spee  and  the 
Oder^  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  Merchants  of  SiUfia  trading 
to  Hamburgh  or  into  his  own  Dominions. 

In  a  Word,  he  was  not  fo  careful  of  any  one  Thing  as  to 
negled  another ;  or  fo  much  fet  upon  diftinguifliing  nimfelf 
in  a  fingle  Point  of  Charafter,  as  to  flight  the  reft,  but  knew 
what  became  a  great  Prince,  and  pra£lifed  it  in  every  refpe<St, 
His  Juftice  and  Beneficence  renderol  him  beloved  by  his  Sub- 
je£b  J  the  Splendor  of  his  Court  drew  the  Refpcft  of  Strangers ; 
and  his  keeping  on  foot  a  great  Body  of  well-difciplined 
Troops  made  him  confiderable  in  the  Eyes  of  his  Neighbours- 
His  Religion  was  warm  and  fmcere,  but  had  nothing  in  it  of 
Bigotry:  And  after  a  Rcign  of  forty-eight  Years,  and  when 
he  had  lived  fixty-eight,  he  died  with  as  high  a  Reputation 
as  the  moft  ambitious  Prince  could  defire,  regretted  by  his 
Allies,  and  lamented  by  his  Subjeds. 

This  Eleftor  was  twice  married ;  firft  to  Louifa  Henrieitaj 
Daughter  to  Henry  Frederick^  Prince  of  Orange^  from  which 
he  claimed  a  Right  to  that  Succeffion;  his  fecond  Princcfs 
was  Dorothy,  Daughter  of  Philip  Duke  of  Holftein  Gluckf- 
hourgj  by  whom  he  had  three  Sons,  whofe  Pofterity  are  ftill 
living.  Frederick  III.  who  fucceeded  him,  Philip  William 
who  was  Governor  cf  Magdehourg^  and  died  in  171 1,  and 
Albert  Frederick  Governor  of  Pomerania.  The  former  left 
two  Sons  and  a  Daughter,  the  latter  three  Sons,  all  Princes 
of  the  Blood  in  Pruffta^  which  is  a  Point  neceflary  to  be 
known,  becaufe  we  IhaU  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  thefe 
Princes  hereafter. 

Frederick  III.  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Eleftoratc  of 
Brandenburgh  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  1688,  and,  like  fo- 
veral  of  his  Prcdeceflbrs,  entered  upon  the  Adminiftration 
of  Ailairs  at  a  Conjuncture  which  required  a  Prince  of  great 
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Parts  to  condu£^  them  to  Advantage^  He  gave  a  very  early 
Proof  of  his  having  inherited  the  Virtues  as  well  as  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Anceftors,  by  concurring  with  the  Eledor  of 
Saxonyy  the  Duke  of  Hanover^  aud  the  Landgrave  of  Ukfi* 
Cajily  in  fettling  fome  Matters  of  Importance  relating  to 
their  refpedive  Dominions,  and  in  aiSfting  the  Prince  of 
Orange  in  his  Defign  upon  England,  which  had  been  princi- 
pally concerted  with  the  late  £le£lor  his  Father.  He  profefled 
a  great  Efteem  for  Lewis  XIV.  whom  he  confidered  as  a  voy 
wife  as  wdl  as  magnificent  Prince;  and  whofe  Example  he  fol- 
lowed in  many  Refpe£b,  but  was  far  enough  from  embrac- 
ing the  whole  Syfiem  of  his  Politicks,  or  fuSering  himlidf  to 
be  deluded  into  implicity  following  his  Meafures. 

On  the  contrarv,  when  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  attack- 
ed the  Empire,  be  immediately  took  up  Arms,  and  in  the 
Year  1689  recovered  the  Towns  of  Keiferfwert  and  Bmn^ 
in  which  laft  Expedition  he  very  narrowly  efcaped  being 
made  Prifoner  by  a  French  Detachment,  and,  what  did  hint 

Seat  Honour,  his  Efcape  was  entirely  owing  to  his  perfonal 
our^e.     In  1690,  King  fflUiam  having  fucoeeded  in  his 
Expedition,  fent  him  the  Order  of  the  Garter  by  the  late 

2'ames  John/on^  Efq^  afterwards  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 
I  1693  his  Troops  diflingui(bed  themfelves  at  the  Battle  of 
Landenj  under  the  Conduct  of  his  Brother  Prince' Pbilipy  of 
which  King  JVUliam^  as  a  Mark  of  Refped,  fent  him  an  ample 
Account  under  his  own  Hand. 

In  1694  he  fent  Affiftance  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  under 
his  Brothers,  Prince  Philip  and  Prince  Albert,  In  1695  his 
Troops  contributed  greatly  to  the  taking  of  Namurj  of  which 
King  WilUam  gave  him  alfo  an  Account  under  his  own  Hand  ; 
upon  which  the  Eledor  came  to  the  Hague^  to  congratulate 
his  Majefty,  whom,  with  the  Duke  of  Zell^  he  entertained 
fplendidly  at  Cleves.  After  King  Auguftus  was  chofen  King 
of  Poland,  the  Eledlor  feized  the  Town  of  Elbing  by  way  of. 
Security  for  the  Monev  due  to  his  Father.  But  this  Afiair 
was  afterwards  fettled  oy  Treaty,  according  to  the  Maxim  of 
this  great  Prince,  who  was  always  willing  to  compromife  any 
Differences'  he  had  with  his  Neighbours,  as  he  had  before 
done  with  the  Eledor  of  Saxony  in  ttfx&  to  certain  Preten- 
fions,  and  thereby  inftead  of  a  large  Claim,  added  the  Pro- 
voftlhip  of  ^edlimbourgy  the  Bailiwick  of  Peterfierg^  and 
Ipme  other  Places,  to  his  Hereditary  Dominions. 

In  the  Year  1700  our  Eleflor  having  adorned  and  improved 
his  capital  City  of  Berlin,  added  feveral  fair  •  Countries  to 
diofe  which  defcended  to  him  from  his  Anceftors,  filled  Part 
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dftholcCbiintries,  that  wa-ic  before  but  thinly  peopled,  vinth 
Inhabitants,  who  were  invited  thither  by  the  Kindncfles 
Jiewn,  and  the  Privileges  gritnted  them  b^  his  Father  and 
hiitafdf ;  took  the  Refolution  of  afluming  the  Royal  Dignity, 
which  fonfe  however  have  fuggcfted  arofe  from  feeing  King 
ffHUam  feated  in  an  Arm-Ghair,  at  the  fplendid  Congre6  of 
Princes,  Ivho  were  engaged  in  the  firff  grand  Alliance ;  yet  that 
hems  rather  (it  to  be  inferted  in  private  Memoirs,  than  to  ftand 
m^orded  in  Hiftory. 

Bat  whatever  his  Motives  were,  the  Faft  is  certain,  that 
about  this  Time  he  rcfolved  to  take  the  Title  of  King  of  Prujffta; 
Md  that  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  Imperial  Court  to  be  acknow- 
ledged in  this  Quality,  concerning  which  likcwlfe  the  Deaiets 
in  fecret  Hiftory  tell  us  a  very  rtmarkaWe  Story,  which  is,  that 
wfienf  hiA  Negociation  vras  In  no  very  good  Train  at  the  Court 
€if  Fifrmay  he  was  advifed  by  his  Minifter  there  in  a  Letter, 
Wiitten  lA  Cypher,  to  make  ufe  of  die  Intereft  of  a  certain 
Prince ;  but  the  Senfe  of  the  Lctttr  bein^  miftakin  bv  their 
Names  beginning  with  a  Letter  j  he  inftead  of  the  ftJhce  nad  re- 
cotirie  to  the  Father  Confeflbr,  who  was  a  Jefuit ;  and  fo  much 
ftruck  with  the  Honour  done  him  by  a  Proteftant  Eleftor,  that 
by  his  own  Intereft,  and  that  of  his  Order,  he  quickly  accom- 
pltftied  all  that  was  defired  of  him. 

I  will  not  make  myfelf  anfwcrable  for  the  Truth  of  this,  fince 
it  tsppcdscs  very  probable  to  me  that  the  Ele6tor  took  his  Meafures 
upon  much  furer  and  better  Grounds.  The  War  was  juft  then 
broke  out,  on  Account  of  the  Spamjh  Succeffion.  The  Houfe 
of  Aujhria  ftood  in  great  need  of  his  Affiftance,  and  he  might 
Well  exped  they  would  not  differ  with  him  about  a  Title,  fiut 
however  the  Matter  was,  there  is  no  Doubt,  that  in  the  Month 
of  January  1701  N.  5.  he  was  crowned  King  of  Prvjpa  at 
ttmingfiergy  and  was  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  the  Emperor 
Leopcld^  and  all  his  Allies ;  in  Confidcration  of  which  the  new 
ICtng  furniflied  him  with  a  numerous  Body  of  Auxiliaries,  who 
firv^  with  great  Credit  in  different  Parts  of  Europi^  during 
die  whole  Courfe  of  that  long  and  glorious  War. 

The  Year  following  proved  remarkable  for  the  Death  of 
Wittiam  HI.  King  of  Great  Britain^  to  whom  his  PruJJian 
Majefty  accounting  himfelf  Heir,  immediately  took  poffeffion 
of  the  County  of  Lingen^  the  Principality  of  Meursj  and 
finne  other  LoixUhips  which  had  belonged  to  the  Deceafed, 
tho',  as  we  (hall  hereafter  fee,  he  was  willing  to  give  Satif- 
fiidion  to  the  Prince  of  Najhu  Frife^  who  took  the  Title 
of  Orange.    In  the  Year  1 707,  upon  the  Dteth  of  the  Duchefs 
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of  Nemoursy  the  Sovereignties  of  NeufchaUl  and  VaRngen  be* 
came  vacant,  to  which,  as  the  Heir  of  the  Prince  of  OrMige^ 
hb  PruJJian  Majefty  put  in  his  Claim  amongft  manv  odltts. 
The  Right  to  thoie  Principalities  was  to  be  decided  by  the 
States  oTthe  Country  ^  and  as  the  French  King  fupported  one 
of  the  Candidates,  fo  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  efpoufed  the 
Caufe  of  his  Prujftan  Majefty,  who  carried  his  Point  not- 
withflanding  the  Threats  of  the  French  i  and  about  the 
£une  Time  it  was  that  he  purchafed  the  County  of  7Wi- 
Unburgh* 

At  th6  Diet  of  Franckforty  which  afTembled  for  the  Choice 
of  an  Emperor,  the  Abbot  Albani  affifted  on  the  Part  of  the 
Pope,  and  it  was  (aid  that  he  had  a  particular  Commiffioti 
to  proteft  againft  the  new  Title  of  the  King  oi  Pruffioi  which 
coming  to  the  King's  Ears,  be  declared,  that  if  iuch  a  Step 
was  t^en,  he  would  order  his  Troops  then  in  half  in  the 
Service  of  the  Allies,  to  take  Quarters  in  the  Ecclefiaftical 
State  at  Difcretion,  as  in  an  Enemy's  Country ;  but  the  Am- 
bot  Albani  prevented  this,  by  fending  Word  to  the  Prt^n 
Minifter  at  the  Diet,  that  he  had  no  fuch  Commiffion^  and 
that  it  never  fo  much  as  entered  into  his  Thoughts  to  queftioA 
the  King's  Title ;  whjch,  whether  true  or  falfe,  gave  hiA  Ma- 
jeftjr  entire  Satisfa£tion. 

At  the  Clofe  of  the  War,  this  Monarch  concluded  witli  die 
reft  of  the  Confederates  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France^  which 
confifted  of  thirteen  Articles ;  the  moft  remarkable  of  which 
were,  that  he  was  confirmed  in  die  PofTeffion  of  Ufper  Guelder^ 
land  in  full  Sovereignty  ;  he  had  likewife  the  Countty  of  Kefll, 
and  the  Prefe<Slure  of  Kriekenbecky  and  was  acknowledged  as  So- 
vereign Lord  of  Neufchatel  and  VaUngen  by  France^  in  Confidera-  * 
tion  of  his  quitting  his  Pretcnfions  to  the  Principality  of  Orange. 
There  were  two  feparate  Articles  to  this  Treaty;  by  one  of 
which,  the  moft  Chriftian  King  acknowledged  him  as  King  of 
Prujia^  and  agreed  to  give  him  the  Title  of  Majefty. 

He  likewife  interpofed  in  favour  of  the  Protcfcmts  of  Prance^ 
to  whom  he  had  always  been  a  Friend  and  Protedor;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  they  would  have  felt  the  Eflefe  of  his  Inter- 
poiitipn,  if  he  had  not  been  taken  ofi^  by  Death  in  the  Middle 
of  thefe  Negotiations,  in  the  fifty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  leav- 
ing behind  him  the  Chara£ter  of  being  one  of  the  moft  magni- 
ficent Princes  of  his  Age ;  and  who  knew  as  well  as  any  of  his 
P^edeceflbrs,  how  to  ferve  himfelf  of  every  Occafion  that  o£fer« 
ed  for  augmenting  his  Power,  or  enlarging  his  Dominions. 

Frederick 
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Frederick  miUam,  Prince  Royal  of  Frujfui,  and  Elefloral 
Ifrincc  of  Brandenburgh^  fuccecdcd  his  Father  in  all  his  Domi- 
nions, finifced  the  imperfea  Negotiation  of  Peace  in  which  that 
Fnncc  was  engaged  at  the  Time  of  his  Demife,  and  entered  in- 
to  a  clofer  Correfpondence  than  moft  of  his  Predeceffors  with 
toe  Court  of  France.  He  had  not  been  long  feated  on  the 
^."fo«fv*»efore  he  found  himfelf  involved  in  fome  Difputes 
With  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  marching 
^  Troops  through  different  Parts  of  his  Dominions,  as  well 
y^y  the  Swedes,  as  bv  the  Powers  engaged  in  a  War  againft 

•f!i'  n>r^*-^  ^rz/^^«  Majefty  endeavoured  firft  to  havccompro- 
ratfed  Matters  amicably ;  but  that  being  found  imprafticable, 
he  pcrcetvcd  himfelf  at  laft  obliged  to  enter  into  that  War  in 
V^onjundhon  with  other  Princes  confederated  againft  Sweden-^ 
which  ended  in  driving  the  Swedes  almoft  entirely  out  of  Ger- 
aw«y,  and  depriving  them  of  all  that  Gujlavus  Jdohhus  and  his 
burceffors  had  acquired  in  the  Empire. 

But  notwithftanding  this  great  Succefs,  his  Prufftan  Majefty 
^nfented,  under  the  Mediation  of  his  late  Britannhk  Majefty 
hMi^Qreorge  I.  to  certain  Preliminary  Articles  for  a  Peace 
with  Swedm^  which  were  figned  the  eighteenth  oi  Auguji  1710, 
c  zr?*T^"^  d»gefted  into  a  Treaty,  that  was  concluded  at 
^tockb^  between  the  two  Crav/ns,  January  10,  1720.  By 
the  third  Article  of  which  Treaty,  the  Crown  of  Sweden  yields 
in  Peipetuity  to  his  PruJJian  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,* 
the  Uty  of  Stetin^  the  Diftrift  between  the  Oder  and  the  Bhtm^ 
With  the  Iflands  of  JVaUin  and  Vfedom,  with  all  the  Rights 
granted  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  by  the  Emperor  and  Empire 
to  the  laid  Places,  by  the  tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty  oiWeftpha- 
fo  ?  ^y  ^^^  nineteenth  Article  of  tliis  Treaty,  the  Crown 
ot  Sweden  j^ields  farther  the  Towns  of  Dam  and  Golnaw,  on 
the  other  bide  the  Oder^  with  the  Territories  refpedively 
belonging  to  them.  ' 

In  Confideration  of  thefe  Ceffions,  his  PruJ/ian  Majefty  un- 
dertook no  longer  to  affift  the  Enemies  of  Sweden^  to  promote 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power  the  intended  general  Peace  between 
her  and  her  Neighbours,  to  fatisfy  the  Mortgages  and  Incum- 
brances on  all  the  Places  yielded  to  him,  which  had  been  for- 
merly contraaed  by  tlie  Crown  of  S:icedcn ;  as  alfo  to  pay 
two  Millions  of  Rix-Dollars  to  that  Crown  at  three  different 
Payments.  By  this  Treaty  his  Pruj/ian  Majefty  acquired  a 
great  Acceffion  of  Territory,  to  which,  as  we  have  fhewn 
before,  his  Family  had  very  fair  Pretcnfions  as  Succeflbrs  to 
the  Dukes  of  Pomerama;  and  by  this  Acquifition  gained  a  free 
Communication  with  the  Balticky  which  was  of  as  great  or 

greater 
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gftater  Confeqii^itce  than  the  Revenue  of  all  the  PIac6i  tbqi 
acquired  ;  and  contributed  highly  to  the  Benefit  of  other  Parts 
of  his  Prujjian  Majefty's  Dominions. 

The  fame  Temper  and  Difpofition  which  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  (hewed  in  the  Management  of  this  important  Afiairs, 
appeared  in  all  the  fubfequcnt  Trania£tions  of  his  Life ;  that 
is  to  fay,  he  was  in  every  Inftance  careful  to  maintain  an4 
fupport  his  own  Dignity,  to  fecure  his  Dominions,  to  maJce 
himfelf  refpeded  by  his  .  Neighbours,  to  keep  his  Troops 
and  Fortrefles  conftantly  in  fuch  a  Pofiure  as  might,  prevei^t 
his  being  hurt  by  any  unforefeen  Accident ;  and  give  him  an 
Opportunity,  where  the  Circumftances  of  Things  would  per- 
mit it,  of  turning  any  fuch  Accident  to  his  Advantage,  |t 
was  with  this  View,  that  he  kept  always  on  foot  between 
eighty  and  a  hundred  thouiknd  regular  Troops,  well  paid, 
and  perfedlly  well  difcipjined ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was 
AG  le(s  cardfiil  of  his  Revenues,  as  being  thoroughly  feniible, 
that  if  ever  a  War  became  neceflary,  Treafure  would  be  to 
the  full  as  needful  as  Troops. 

This  Condu£t  of  his,  though  it  expofed  him  to  the  Cenfure 
of  fome  (hallow  Politicians,  was  perfe£ily  agreeable  to  his  own 
Circumftances,  and-  to  the  general  Syftem  of  Affairs  in  Eu- 
Tipi.  It  preferved  all  his  Dominions,  though  feparated  and 
detached  from  each  other,  from  running  any  Rifque;  it  madd 
him  confidered  as  the  moft  powerful  Potentate  in  Girmanyy 
next  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  \  and  it  g^ve  him  an  Opportunity 
of  promoting  his  Interdft  upon  every  Variation  of  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Power,  without  adhially  engaging  in  a  War.  Up6n 
thefe  Motives  he  entered  into  the  famous  Treaty  of  Harurjtr^ 
concluded  the  third  of  September  1725,  with  their  moft 
Chriftian  and  Britamtick  Majefties ;  and  tho'  the  Bounds  of  this 
Article  will  not  allow  us  to  enter  into  Particulars,  yet  we 
nay  (afely  venture  to  affirm  in  general,  that  he  managed 
that,  and  the  many  fubfequent  Negotiations  which  quickly 
followed  from  it,  with  great  Dexterity,  and  fo  as  to  turn  every 
Incident  as  much  as  it  was  poflible  to  his  own  Advantage. 

We  have  already  (hewed  the  Pretenfions  formed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Brandenburgh  on  the  Succcflion  of  King  William 
Hi.  as  Prince  of  Orange  >  and  have  taken  notice  of  the  Dif- 
pute  occafioned  by  the  Will  of  that  Monarch,  in  favour  of 
his  Couiin  the  Prince  of  NaJJau  Frizcy  which .  fubfifted  for 
nuny  Years ;  and  for  terminating  of  which,  a  Negotiation 
Was  fet  on  Foot  in  1722,  which  ended  ten  Years  afterwards, 
in  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Berlin^  May  13,  1732.  By  this 
Treaty  the  Principality  of  Orauge  and  all  the  Dominions  pf 
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the  FaiDiIy  fsS  Chahns  in  Prance^  are  yielded  to  his  PruJfoB 
Majefty,  and  ftll  Ceffions  thereof  by  him  to  the  King  of 
Francey  by  the  Treaty  figncd  at  Utrecht^  the  firft  of  Auguji  1 7 1 3, 
are  confirmed  by  the  Prince  of  Naffau  Frize^  late  Stadtholdgr. 

It  is  agreed  that  his  Highnefs  (hall  take  the  Tirle  and 
Anne  of  Orange^  but  without  Prejudice  to  the  Royal  Houfe 
-of  Prnffia^  by  whom  the  Title  and  Arms  of  that  Principality 
are  to  be  likewife  borne.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  was  by  this 
Treaty  to  have  fot  himfelf,  his  Heirs  and  Succcflbrs,  as  his 
Share  of  the  Succeflion  bcforementioned,  the  Principality  of 
Meursy  die  County  of  Lingen^  the  Diftri£l  of  Moniforty  the 
Lordfiiip  of  upper  and  lower  Swaluwe^  the  Lordfliips  of  Nalt- 
fvicky  Hoendorhndy  H^aieringettj  Orangi-P older y  and  s'Grave- 
fandy  the  Cuftoms  of  Gennepy  the  Barony  of  Herftal  entire, 
rthe  Lordftitp  of  Turnhouty  the  Houfe  at  the  Hague  called  the 
OldCourty  and  the  Hoofe  of  Hcnfiaardyck, 

All  the  ncft  of  the  Succeffion  was  left  to  the  Prt^ice  of 
Orttngty  who  charged  himfelf  with  all  the  Debts  of  the  Family  \ 
and  all  the  Penfions  payable  to  certain  Pcrfons  therein  mention'd^ 
and  all  the  Demands  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  on  the  Crown  of 
Sfairiy  for  an  annual  Penfion  of  fifty  thou&nd  Florins^  as  well 
as  a  Debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thouiand  Crowns,  arr 
afSgned  to  the  Prince,  with  the  King's  Proraife  to  affift  him 
with  his  Intereft  at  that  Court,  to  procure  a  Satis&dlion  for 
them.  This  definitive  Treaty,  by  which  an  End  was  put  to 
a  very  tedious  as  well  as  a  very  perplexed  and  troublefome  Ailair,. 
was  ratified  by  his  Prujftan  Majefty  on  the  thirtieth  of  May,  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  following  ;  and 
'foon  after  notified  to  their  Hig^  Mi|htineffes  -the  Stafes^  Gene^ 
raly  who  had  charged  themfelves  with  die  Adminiftratibn  of 
the  Aid  Succe^n,  ki  due  Form,  and  who  were  confequently 
deeply  intcrefted  therein. 

The  Defire  his  Prnffian  Majefty  had  to  prdfcrve  the  Peace 
of  his  Dominions^  and  to  avoids  as  &r  as  he  was  able,  tak- 
ing-any  Share  \rfmtever  in  the  Diftupbances  of  Europey  induced 
him  to  aQ  with  great  Caution  and  Rcferve  when  the  War 
broke  owt  between  his  late  Imperial  Majefty  Chark$  VL  and 
the  King  of  France  2did  Spawy  in  Reference  10  the  Eleftion 
of  the  King  of  Poland.  There  is  no  doubt»  that  both  the 
Houfes  of  jtujiria  and  Bourbon  were  extremely  preffing  in  their 
Inftances  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  to  enter  into  this  Difpute,  by 
which,,  in  dl  Probability,  the  Scale  muft  have  turned,  accord- 
'ing  to  his  Pleafure;  fince  it  was  very  apparent,  that  if  the 
£fe<Sion  of  King  Stanijlatu  had  been  immediately  fupported  by 
a  tolerable  Force,  the  AflFcdlion  of  the  P^ks  would  have  engaged 
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them  to  have  &ewn  themfelves  much  more  efi^ually  thaji 
they  did  -,  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  lefs  evident,  that  if 
the  King  of  PruJJia  had  declared  abfolutely  on  the  other  Side, 
the  Party  for  King  Stanijlaus  could  not  have  made  any  Refift- 
ance  at  all,  but  muft  have  fubmitted  immediately,  and  that  too 
upon  any  TcrmSr 

But  no  In  treaties  could  prevail  upon  that  wife  Monarch  to 
a£l  on  either  Side  in  thisDifputc,  by  which,  no  doubt,  he  wa$ 
a  very  coniiderable  Gainer.  It  is  true,  that  tho'  he  did  not  give 
King  StanjJIaus  any  Affiftance  in  fupport  of  his  PrctcnCons,  yet 
^er  the  Kuin  of  his  Affairs,  and  the  clofe  .Siege  of  the  City 
of  Dantzick^  he  iufFered  that  Prince  to  take  Shelter  in  his  Do- 
minions, where  he  was  treated  with  all  the  Refpeft  due  to 
aaownMHead;  and  with  the  Remittances  he  received  from 
France  kept  up  a  great  Court,  and  lived  at  a  .vaft  Expence, 
which  was  of  confiderable  Ufe  in  that  Part  of  his  Pruffian 
Majefty's  Dominions^ 

There  werepany  People,  who  from  their  Attachment  to  the 
Houfe  of  Juftriaj  treated  this  Cotidud  of  his  as  unworthy  of 
a  King,  andf  inconfiftent  with  his  Obligations  to  the  Emperor  | 
but  fuch  were  certainly  too  hafty^  and  had  not  fuiiiciently  re- 
flected, that  the  Obligations  of  a  Piince  to  his  Subje£ls  are 
infinitely  fuperior  to  thofe  he  contrafts  with  his  Allies j  and 
that  with  refpo^t  to  the  Safety  of  his  Dominions,  and  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Crown  of  PruJJiay  he  was  not  at  all  bound  to 
interfere  farther  than  by  good  Offices  in  this  Difpute ;  ib  that 
the  Mcafures  he  took  as  a  "Sovereign  and  independent  Prince 
were  certainly  right.  As  to  the  Engagements  he  was  under, 
as  a  Member  of  tSe  Empire,,  they  were  fo  punilually  complied 
witb,  that  even  his  Imperial  Majefly  himfelf  had  no  ReafoA 
to  complain. 

,  The  tune  Method  in  rcfped  to  all  other  Affairs  his  Majefty 
of  Prujpa  conftandy  purfued,  (hewing  himfelf  alike  prepared 
for  War  and  inclined  to  Peace :  for  tho'  he  made  bis  Troops 
bis  Delight,  and  led  all  his  Days  rather  a  Military  than  a  Court 
Life,  yet  this  was  more  with  a  View  to  fave  Expence,  to  keep 
his  Troops  in  Motion,  and  to  maintain  drift  Difcipline,  than 
with  any  Thoughts  of  dlftreffing  or  difturbing  his  Neighbours. 
In  the  latter  Years  of  his  Life  the  King  was  dropfical,  and  ii| 
a  very  bad  State  of  Health  \  fo  that  he  was  frequently  thought 
near  his  End,  and  yet  in  fon^e  Meafure  recovfgrcd. 

At  laft  he  was  carried  off  by  a  ithort  Illnefs,  on  the  3xft  oi Mat 
X740,  in  the  flfty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age.;  -and  tho'  like  .other 
Princes,  he  had  his  Faults  and  Failings ;  among  which  the 
JUve  of  MoRey^  and  draining  it  by  various  lu^opvl^r  Methods 
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mit  ot  the  I^urfes  of  his  Subjefb  was  the  chief^;  yet  ill  rdpcSt 
to  his  great  "Rc^rd  for  Juftice,  his  prudent  CEconomy,  ftri£b 
Frugality,  and  Eaiinefs  of  Accefi,  he  was  much  to  be  and  here 
therefore  is  commended^  fmce  with  regard  to  the  general 
Maxims  of  his  Politicks^  they  are  like  to  do  his  Memory  more 
Credit,  than  they  acquired  him  Glory  while  living. 

This  Monarch  efpoufed  in  his  Father's  Life-time  the  Princefs 
B9phitt  Dorothea  of  Hanover^  Sifter  to  his  prefent  Britannick  Ma* 
Jcfty,  who  was  born  the  i6th  of  March  1087,  and  is  now  Queen 
Dowager  of  Prujftay  by  whom  he  left  a  numerous  Iffue^  viz. 
Charles  Frtderick  his  Succeffor,  William' Augujius  Prince  Royal 
of  PruJftOy  born  Augujl  9th  1722,  who  e5)ou(cd  the  Princefi 
Louifa-Amelia  of  Brunjwick  IrolfenbuttUy  by  whom  he  has 
already  two  Sons;  Frederick-Henry  Prince  of  Prujfta^  born 
January  8th  1 726 ;  Augujius-Ferdinand  Prince  of  Prujfta^  born 
j/litfy  23d  1730;  Frederica-Augu/h  Princefs  Royal  oJ  Pruffia^ 
born  the  3d  of  July  .17  og ;  and  who  on  the  20th  of  November 
1 731,  efpbufed  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brandenburgh  Bareith  ; 
FredericaLouifa  Princefs  oiPrujfta^  born  Settemier  28th  1714^ 
who  on  the  30th  of  May  1729,  efpoufed  the  Margrave  of 
Anjpach\  Dorothea^Sophia,  Princefi  of  Prujfta^  born  the  26th 
oi  January  17 19,  and  married  the  1 0th  of  Noivember  1734>  to 
the  Margrave  Frederick-fVilliam  of  Schwed;  Louifa-Ubrica 
Princefs  of  Prujfta^  born  -^r/724th  17  20,  who  on  July  17th 
1744,  married  Adolphus-Frederick  Duke  of  Htdflein^Eutini 
t\e&ed  Succeflbr  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  and  now  in  PofTeP 
fion ;  Anna-^ Amelia  Princefi  of  Pruffia^  born  November  9th 
1723,  and  who  remains  ftill  unmarriedf 

Charles-Frederick^  the  prefent  King  of  Prujpa  and  Eleflor 
of  Brandenburgh^  was  borh  January  24th  1712^  and  confe* 
quently  was  in  the  twenty-ninth; Year  of  his  Ag<e  when  he  mount-* 
cd  the  Throne ;  and  in  his  Father's  Life^time  efpoufed  the  Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth-ChriJHna  of  Brunfmck  Wblfenhuttle^  bom  Novem^* 
her  8th  17 15.  He  began  his  Reign  with  an  A£l  of  the  greateft 
Generofity ;  for  whereas  it  was  publickly  known  that  his  Mar^ 
ria^e  was  a  pure  A£^  of  Obedience  to  his  Father,  abfolutely 
agamft  his  own  Confent,  and  therefore  never  confummatedf 
every  body  expeded  that  his  firft  Care  would  have  been  to  have 
taken  the  Opinion  of  forae  of  the  Proteftant  Univeriities  in 
Germany^  in  order  to  have  procured  its  Diflblution. 

But  when  that  Princefs,  in  Company .  with' the  Queen-* 
Dowager,  came  to  compliment  him  upon  his  Aecei&on,  he 
addrcfled  her  in  the  foUowine  Terms :  Ton  are  fenftble^  Ma\ 
dam^  thai  your  becoming  Prtncefs  Royal  was  contrary  to  mx 
incliratien\  but  having  ohferved  the  Amiahknefi .  of  your  Beba^ 
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vUuTy  and  the  Rtgard  that  jou  have  /hewn  for  my  Perfin^  1  find 
my/elf  under  a  Necejfity  of  Tnaklng  you  fuitable  Returns  ;  and 
now  therefore  that  I  am  ai  ^^ng^  I  acknowledge  you  for'  my 
^een-Confort^  and  the  lawful  Partner  of  my  7%rone  and  Bed. 
It  is  impoffible  to  cxprefs  the  Surprize  and  Joy  of  the 
whole  Court  upon  this  Declaration;  a  Declaration  which  every 
body  deilred,  but  no  body  expelled ;  and  which  gave  the 
&eateft  Hopes  of  a  Reign  that  opened  with  fo  extraordinary  a 
Mark  of  Juftice^  Tendernefs,  and  Generofity. 

The  very  Dawning  of  this  young  Monarch's  Government, 
drew  the  Attention  of  all  Europe^  and  gave  his  Neighbours  very 

Sft  Ideas  of  what  might  be  expe£led  in  the  Progrefs  of  it. 
e  had  been  but  indifferently  treated  in  his  Father's  Life- 
time; and  there. were  many  who  dreaded  his  Refentments; 
but  be  puniihed  ho  body  except  the  Councellor  Eckard^  whom 
be  ordered  to  depart  his  Dominions,  becaufe  he  had  been  a 
conftant  Devifer  of  Taxes,  and  the  principal  Inftrument  of  the 
Ute  King  in  laying  Burthens  upon  bis  Subjects  ;  fo  that  in  his 
Manner  of  treating  him,  the  new  Monarch  fliewed  that  he 
could  avenge  the  Wrongs  done  to  his  People,  tho'  he  was  at  the 
&me  time  patient  under  his  own.  He  was  no  fooner  pof- 
feifed  of  the  Crown,  that  he  declared  himfelf  a  Proteftor  of 
Learning ;  and  by  a  Letter  written  with  his  own  Hand  in- 
vited the  famous  Mr.  Maupertuis  from  PartSy  to  take  upon 
him  the  Direction  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin  j  or,  as  the  King 
himfelf  eleeantly  exprefled  it,  to  graft  the  Slips  of  true  Science 
on  the  wild  Stocks  in  the  North. 

But  I  forget  the  proper  Bufinefe  of  this  Article,  while  I 
pretend  to  drtiw  the  Figure  of  a  Prince,  whofe  great  Qualities 
are  fo  numerous,  that  they  would  require  more  Room  than  I 
have  left,  fhould  I  attempt  their  Delcription*  I  will  content 
myfdf  therefore  with  a  bare  Detail  of  the  principal  Fa£b  of  his 
Adminiftration,  that  1  may  keep  within  due  Bounds. 

In  the  fuccin£l  Account  which  has  been  given  of  his  Father's 
Reign,  it  has  been  ihewn,'that  tho'  he  took  care  to  put  his 
Army  on  a  better  Foot  than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  yet  he  was 
\try  far  from  being  inclined  to  War,  which  probable  arofe  from 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe  in  his  Time;  but 
whatever  his  Motives  were,  moft  certain  it  is,  that  he  was  rather 
careful  in  alcertaining  his  Rights,  than  vigorous  in  aflerting 
them,  as  appears  from  his  futtering  the  Bilhop  and  Prince  of 
Liege  to  continue  in  the  PoffefBon  of  the  Barony  of  Herjlallj 
which  had  been  yielded  to  the  King  as  a  Part  of  the  Succeffion 
of  the  late  King  IVlUiamy  and  offering  to  compromife  his  Dif- 
pute  with  that  Prelate  fo;  joo,ooo  Florins,  whi<;h  however  he 
could  dot  obtain.,  K  3  But 
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fiat  upon  his  Son,  the  new  King's  coming  to  the  Pofleffion 
of  his  Dominions,  and  going  to  receive  the  Homage  of  the 
Duchy  of  CUves^  he  dem^ndra  the  fame  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
HerJlaJLf  who  pofitively  refufed  it,  alledging  that  they  were,  arnl 
had  been  always  Subje6b  to  the  Prince  of  Lie^.  The  King, 
to  cut  this  Difpute  (hort,  fent  a  Body  of  his  Forces  into  that 
Bifhoprick,  who  took  PoflefBon  of  mafeyk^  and  w^o  declared 
they  had  their  Mailer's  Orders  to  live  at  Uifcretion,  till  he  had 
received  Satisfa£tion  for  his  Barony  of  HerftaU,  It  was  on 
the  14th  of  September^  '74^>  ^'^^  ^^  frujfian  Troops  entered 
his  Territories,  upon  which  the  Bifhop  of  Liege  publifhed  2 
Ibng.Manifefto,  fetting  forth  thc^reat  Injury  that  had  been 
rfone  to  him,  but  confdfing  at  the  Oofe,  that  the  Price  fet  by 
thf  late  King  of  PruJJia  was  very  moderate;  and  that  he  had 
offered  to  pay  him  Intereft  for  that  Sum  at  the  Rate  of 
l^our  per  Cent,  which  in  his  own  Opinion  was  better  than  fo 
much  ready  Money. 

He  remonftrated  at  the  6me  time  to  the  Courts  of  Vienna 
and  Paris 'y  but  while  he  was  thus  bufy  in  drawing  Memorials, 
and  making  Complaints,  the  Prujfian  Troops  lived  on  his  Sub* 
jedls  at  Di^etion ;  fo  that  at  lalt  he  was  forced  to  iend  two 
Deputies  to  Berliny  to  put  an  End  to  this  Difpute,  who  were 
obliged  to  confent  that  his  Prujfian  Mjjefty  fhould  receive 
aoOjCOO  Florins  for  his  Pretenfions  upon  Her/fall  ^  and  this 
Money  being  paid  on  the  23d  of  O^ober  in  the  Evening,  the 
Prujfian  Forces  eva(;uated  Mafeyk  the  next  Morning*  *  Thus, 
^cordiiig  to  his  new  Method,  the  King  ended  this  Controvcrfy 
without  the  Formalities  of  a  Law-fuit. 

It  was  not  only  with  the  Bifhop  of  Liege  that  his  Majefi^ 
had  Difputcs  \  for  about  the  fame  time  the  Ouke  de  Chevreuje^ 
and  the  Marquis  de  NcJIe  fet  up  their  refpetUve  Claims  to  the 
Principality  of  Neufchatel^  againft  what  they  Were  pleafcd  to  call 
the  King  of  Prujjia\  tJfurpation ;  and  the  former  fent  an  Ad- 
vocate of  the  Parliament  of  Parts'^  the  latter  two  Advocate^ 
of  the  Pailiament  of  Befanfon^  to  iflert  their  Claims  j  but  the 
Governor  of  Neufchatel  decided  the  Matter  prefently,  by  di- 
redling  that  they  fliould  all  quit  the  Principality  in  twenty-fout 
Hours,  on  Pain  of  being  treated  as  Criminals.  This,  how- 
ever, was  but  a  Prelude  to  the  great  Stroke  of  all,  by  which 
his  Majefty  added  a  great  Part  of  the  rich  and  fruitful  Country 
of  $iUjia  to  his  Dominions  i  which,  inafmuch  as  it  has  bcert 
confidered  as  the  Occafion  of  the  late  general  War ;  the  Reader 
will  very  naturally  expe£l  that  we  fhould  be  a  little  more  parti- 
cular in  the  Account  of  this  fmgular  rraiifa(5lion, 
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We  have  already  (hewn  that  the  Houfe-  of  BramUnhur^ 
bad  a  very  £ur  Title  to  the  Principality  of  Jagerndorf^  and 
other  Territories  in  that  Country^  which  the  Emperor  not« 
withftanding  united  to  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia ;  l3ut  as  the 
£le6lor  flill  kept  up  his  Claim,  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  had 
great  Need  of  his  AiSftancc,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  give 
nin  fome  Satisfaflion ;  and  accordingly  a  Treaty  was  iet  on 
foot  at  Btrlin  in  1686,  whereby  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the 
Elector  ihould  renounce  all  the  Pretentions  of  this  Houfe  to  the 
Principalities  of  Jagimdorf^  LignitZj  Brieg^  and  IVolau^  upon 
Condition  that  the  Emperor  {iK>uld  yield  to  the  £lc£lor  the 
Territory  of  Scbwibus.  The  Baron  di  Frytag^  who  managed 
this  Negotiation  for  the  Court  of  Vienna^  with  the  Elector 
Frtdirick  II.  fet  on  foot  at  the  (ame  time  another  clandeftine 
Treaty  with  the  Eledoral  Prince  Frederick'^  who  was  after- 
vards  Fredirick  III.  £le£tor  of  Brandehburgh^  though  he  is  ge» 
nerally  called  Frederick  I.  becaufe  he  was  the  firfl  King  of 
Prujfui. 

The  Nature  of  this  fecret  Negotiation  was  very  dark ;  for 
there  were  fome  Family  Difputes^  in  which  the  Emperor 
dnreatened  to  take  Part  againft  the  Prince,  if,  at  the  fam^  ^ 
time  his  Father  fubicribed  the  Treaty  before  menticmed,  he  * 
did  not  iubicribe  an  Obligation  to  give  up,  as  foon  as  it 
flioiild  be  in  bis  Power,  the  Territory  of  Schwibus  for  a  fmall 
Sum  of  Money.  Accordingly  when  he  became  Ele&or  of 
Brandenburgh  the  Money  was  offered,  and  the  Territory  de*> 
manded^  but  all  the  Counfellors  jef  the  new  Eledlor  advifed 
him  not  to  part  with  it,  as  he  had  been  compelled  to  make  this 
Agieement,  which  in  its  own  Nature  therefore  was  void ;  but 
the  Emperor  Leopold  infifting  upon  it,  and  threatening  to  u(^ 
Force,  be  yielded  up  the  Territory,  but  refufed  to  confirm 
the  Renunciation  made  by  his  Father  of  his  former  Rights* 
Upon  this  Occafion  he  expreiled  himfelf  to  his  Minifters  in 
thefe  Words :  "  I  (hall  yield  the  Territory  of  Schwibus\  it  be-r 
^  comes  me  to  be  as  good  as  my  Word ;  1  muft  and  I  will  do 
^  what  I  promifed.  As  to  profecuting  my  Rights  to  SiUfieiy  I 
*'  leave  that  to  the  Care  of  my  Pofterity,  whofe  Hands  I  cannot, 
*^  I  will  not  bind  under  my  prefent  Circumftances,  when  it  is 
*'  neceflary  for  me  to  fubmit  to  this  Injuftice.  If  Providence 
^'  and  Time  do  not  fuffer  the  Thing  to  take  another  Turn^ 
'*  the  only  Way  is  to  be  quiet  j  but  if  God  orders  it  otherwifc| 
•*  my  Deicendents  will  know  what  they  have  to  do." 

Thus  the  Reader  fees  in  few  Words  the  Nature  of  the 
King  of  Prujfui%  Claim;  he  reprefented  both  Frederick  11, 
aad  Frederick  I|I*  confcquently  the  Rights  of  both  were  in 
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him ;  and  as  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  had  taken  away  the  Equi- 
valent, he  conceived  he  had  a  juft  Tide  to  the  Territories 
formerly  in  the  Poffeflion  of  his  Family,  v/z.  the  Principality 
of  Jagerndorfy  and  other  Countries,  of  which  he  reifolved 
immediately  to  take  Poffeffion.  He  had  two  Rcafons  for  afl- 
ing  in  this  Manner,  without  any  previous  Declarations  made 
to  the  Court  of  Vienna  \  the  firft  was,  that  the  Male  Line 
-of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  being  extind,  and  the  Power  of  that 
Family  thereby  weakened,  he  thought  this  a  favourable  Op-r 
portunity  of  doing  himfelf  Juftice  %  and  that  he  fhould  be  want-^ 
ing  to  himfelf  and  his  Pofterity,  or  Succeflbrs,  if  he  ncgledbed 
It.  His  fecond,  that  the  Elcdor  of  Bavaria  and  the  King  of 
Sfain  forming  Pretenfions  upon  the  Emperor's  SucceiBon,  he 
was  dcfirous  of  retortciling  his  View  of  doing  himfeH"  Juftice  to 
the  Inclination  he  had  of  aflifting  Maria  Therefta^  Queen  of 
Hungary^  in  maintaining  her  Rights  to  her  Father's  Dominion*, 
agreeable  to  the  Pragmatic  Sandion. 

Kt  the  fame  time  therefore  that  he  ordered  his  Troops  td 
ifnarch  into  SiUJia^  which  was  in  December  1740,  he  declared 
to  the  Court  of  Vienna^  that  notwithftanding  this  Step  he  wat 
•  difpofed  to  promote  the  Ele<Eliqn  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  to  the 
Imperial  Dignity  ;  that  he  was  willing  to  advance  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  two  Millions  of  Florins ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to 
employ  all  his  Forces  in  defending  her  Dominions  againft  all 
her  Competitors.  But  thefe  Propofitions  were  abfolutely  re- 
jefted,  upon  wHich  a  War  enfued.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
in  this  Article  I  am  ftating  the  Claims,  Pretenfions,  and^Mca* 
fures  of  his  Prufftan  Majefty,  as  Matters  of  Faft,  and  am  very 
far  from  taking  upon  me  to  decide  whether  the  former  were  well 
or  ill  founded,  and  confequently  whether  the  latter  were  right 
or  wrong ;  but  thus  much  I  think  I  may  be  allowed  to  &y, 
that  if  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  accepted  his  Propofal,  the  War 
in  Germany  had  been  prevented,  and  the  Emprefs  Queen  had 
not  yielded  more  to  the  King  of  Prujfta  than  he  is  poflcffed  of 
at  prefent,  after  all  the  Blo^  and  Treafure  fpent  on  both  Sides 
in  this  fatal  Quarrel. 

.  His  Prujftan  Majefty  carried  his  Point  in  the  firft  Inftance, 
that  is  to  fay,  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Silejia  without  much 
Oppofition,  and  the  Aufirians  having  brought  a  great  Aimy 
into  that  Country,  under  the  Command  of  Field-Marflisu 
Count  Nieuperg^  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Spring  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  gave  that  Army  Battle,  the  tenth  of  Jprifj 
1741,  at  Molwitz^  in  which,  though  with  great  EfFufion  of 
Blood,  he  gained  the  Viilory.     In  die  fucceeding  Year  having 
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marched  to  the  Affiftance  of  his  Allies  the  French^  Baxutrrans^ 
and  Saxons^  into  Bohemia^  after  being  b^fely  deferted  by  them, 
he,  /fc/<7y  the  tweBty-fourth,  1742,  fought  the  famous  Battle  of 
CzaJIaw^  in  which  he  alfo  claimed  the  Victory  5  but  both  Par- 
ties being  now  weary  of  the  War^  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  nc- 
gociated  between  his  Majefty  on  the  one  Part,  and  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  on  the  other,  which  was  concluded  an4  figncd 
Jwu  nth,  at  BreJIaw  in  Silefia ;  by  which  the  greateft  Part  of 
that  Dutchy,  and  the  whole  County  of  Glat%  were  yielded  to 
his  Majefty. 

But  this  valuable  Ceflion  did  not  hinder  him  from  entering 
into  the  League  of  Frankforty  in  fupport  of  the  Emperor  Charles 
VII.  in  Confequence  of  which,  he  invaded  Bobema^  and 
took  the  City  of  Prague  September  6th,  1744,  which  obliged 
Princfc  Charles  of  Larrain  to  march  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
EAej  with  the  Aujlrian  Army,  upon  whofe  Approach  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  retired  with  his  Forces  towards  Silefia^  but 
Prince  Charles  prefling  hard  upon  him  in  his  Retreat,  a  Battle 
enfued  at  Friedberg^  June  4th,  1745,  in  which  his  PruJJian 
Majefty  gained  a  clear  and  very  compleat  Vidlory,  It  was  be- 
lieved that  this  A6lion  would  have  made  an  End  of  the 
War;  but  the  Aujlrians^  who  were  now  joined  by  the  Saxons^ 
and  had  formed  great  Views  of  diftreffing  the  King  of  Pri^y 
continued  their  Military  Operations  with  the  utmoft  Vigour; 
and  on  the  thirtieth  of  September ^  by  a  forced  March,  furpri- 
zed  that  Prince  near  Stadentz^  and  plundered  his  Baggage ; 
butby  the  gre^t  Military  Skill  and  inimitable  Prudence  of  the 
King,  his  Troops  were  foon  brought  into  Order,  the  Battle  re- 
newed, and  a  glorious  Vidory  obtained. 

Yet  the  Aufirtans  ftill  pei fitted  in  continuing  the  War,  pre- 
fuming  on  the  Diverfion  to  be  made  by  a  great  Body  of  Ruffian 
Auxiliaries,  which  it  was  fappofed  would  have  marched 
through  Poland  into  his  Territories,  But  his  Prujftan  Majefty 
took  Advantage  of  the  Seafon,  and  while  his  Enemies  were 
pleafing  themfelves  with  the  Hopes  of  invading  and  ruining  his 
Country,  the  old  Prince  of  Anhab  Dejfau  with  a  Pruffian  Ar- 
my entered  theirs.  The  King  of  Poland  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don his  Hereditary  Dominions,  and  to  retire  to  the  Frontiers 
of  Bohffma  for  Safety,  Leipfuk  opened  her  Gates  to  the  Coxv- 
qucror,  and  though  a  numerous  Army  of  Saxons  and  Aujlrian^ 
interpofed  to  preferve  Drefdev^  yet  December  4th,  1745,  thev 
were  totally  defeated  by  the  Prince  of  Anhalt  DeffaUy  with  half 
their  Number  of  PruJJian  Troops. 

The  King  entered  Drefdm  in  Triumph,  and  having  ovcs- 
•come  ail  his  Enemies^  on  the  fourtcentn  of  the  lame  Month 
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vrercame  his  Provocation  and  Refcntmeot,  and  in  the  fiill 
Warmth  of  Vi&ory  gave  them  a  fair  and  equitable  Peace.  By 
which  Siltfia  was  again  folcmnly  yielded  to  him ',  the  Saxms 
gave  him  one  Million  of  Crowns  for  the  Expence  of  the  War; 
his  Majeftv  acknowledged  the  Emperor,  guaranteed  the  Domi- 
nions of  the  Emprefe  Queen,  and  included  his  Ally  the  £le£lor 
Palatine  in  the  fame  Treatj,  which  was  negotiated  under  the 
Mediation  of  his  Britamui  Majefly,  and  the  Conclufion  of 
whidi  once  more  fettled  the  Tranquillity  of  Germany, 

The  Interefts  of  this  Monarch,  if  they  were  to  be  confidered 
at  large,  would  require  a  confiderable  Treacife ;  but  we  Ihall 
reduce  them  into  a  narrow  Compafs,  and  treat  of  them  with  as 
much  Perfpicuity  as  we  are  able.  In  Quality  of  King  of  Pruf" 
fii,  he  is  one  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  the  North  ;  and  there* 
fore  it  is  his  Intereft  to  fee  the  Ballance  in  that  Part  of  £«• 
rffpe  kept  exa£Uy  even  |  with  this  View,  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
he  will  have  a  conftant  Eye  to  the  Meafures  purfued  by  Sweden 
and  Denmarky  pay  ftill  more  Attention  to  the  Behaviour  (^  Po^ 
landy  and  be  moft  affidoufly  watchful  of  the  increafmg  Power 
of  Ruffia.  Upon  his  Diligence  and  Succefs  in  thofe  Points,  die 
Security,  Welfore  and  Grandeur  of  his  own  State  will  depend. 

How  hx  it  is  poffible  to  manage  all  thefe  with  fuch  Addrefi 
as  to  draw  fome  Advantages  from  feveral  of  thofe  Powers,  and 
to  be  in  no  Danger  from  any  of  them,  mzj  beft  be  known 
by  confidering  the  Pra£tice  of  the  prefent  King,  who  has  ac* 
CuaUy  carried  this  Scheme  into  Execution  in  the  moft  difficuk 
Coniundure.  The  late  Revolution  in  Ruffia  changed  the 
whole  Svftem  of  his  Afiairi  with  refpe£l  to  that  Empire  ;  iii* 
ilead  ot  a  dofe  Conjuii£Hon,  it  brought  about  a  Divifion  of 
IntereftS)  and  from  an  intimate  Union,  created  a  diftant  Civi'*^ 
lity  intermixed  with  fome  Degrees  of  Jealoufy,  fe  much  harder 
to  hi  removed  becaufe  they  were  natui^  as  being  derived  from 
his  dofe  Alliance  with  the  excluded  Famihr.  The  Power  of 
Riiffia  alfo  was  vaftly  incrca&d,  for  by  the  Eiedton  of  the  Suo- 
ctSot  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  that  Kingdom  came  in  fome 
Meafure  to  depend  upon  her:  Denmark  was  aw'd  by  her  fupe* 
rior  Force,  and  by  the  old  Diilerences  between  that  Ro}'al 
Family  and  the  Houfe  of  Holjlein ;  while  Poland  was  firmly 
tied,  as  well  by  the  Intereft  of  the  reigning  Prince,  as  by  a  long 
and  uninterrupted  AlTiance, 

But  the  admirable  Policy  of  the  PruJJian  Monarch  has  got 
the  better  of  all  thefe  Connexions.  By  marrying  his  Sifter  to 
the  then  Succeflbr,  and  now  King  of  iwedeny  he  gain'd  an  In» 
feteft  in  that  Country  ivhich  is  daily  incrcafuig.    Denmark  is 

boun4 


[  139  1 

bound  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with  him  as  a  Neighbour,  at 
the  iame  Tivc»  that  (he  needs  his  Affiftance  as  an  Ally.  He  har 
dways  Icept  a  good  Correfpondence  with  the  Republick  ;  and 
notteichftanding  their  late  Qnarrel,  has  now  as  good  a  Corre- 
fixindence  with  the  King  of  Poknd\  fo  that  he  has  exactly  mo- 
delled the  North  to  his  Mind :  And  notwithftanding  the  vaft 
Power  of  Rsiffia^  has  nothing  to  fear  from  her  Jealoufy,  and 
ffiU  lefi  to  apprehend  from  her  Influenee  ^  which  eafy  Situation 
of  his  on  this  Side,  Is  entirely  owing  to  his  own  great  Parts  as  tf 
Politican ;  and  muft,  to  every  competent  Judge,  rai&  his  Cha- 
ra£(er,  in  that  refpeft^  to  the  greatdft  Height. 

As  a  Prince  of  the  Empire,  he  plainly  confiders  himfelf  at 
die  Guardian  of  the  Germanici  Conftitution ;  and  as  he  has  all 
Thing?  to  hope,  and  nothing  to  -dread  from  tfa^  Independent 
vf  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Empire,  he  has  very  wifeljr 
mewn  as  warm  and  fte^dy  a  Concern  for  their  Rights  as  for 
his  own.  At  the  verv  Beginning  of  hii  Reign  he  compro- 
fflifed  the  Difputes  which  had  fo  long  fubfiibd  between  faii 
Family  and  the  Eledor  Pakiinej  upon  ^cij  equal  and  mode- 
nte  Terms ;  he  embraced  the  Friendlhip  of  the  Houfe  of  Ba^ 
imria  when  it  was  neceiTary  to  him ;  and  he  gave  the  bigheil 
Proofs  of  his  Fidelity  to  the  Intereils  of  that  Family,  when  thejf 
ftood  in  the  greateit  Need  of  his  Fricndflxipf 

In  a  Word,  he  has  loft  no  Ally  in  the  Empire,  but  ha| 

Eiin'd  manjr ;  he  has  reftored  the  Credit  of  the  Diet  of  Ratify 
tij  by  giving  Power  to  the  Princes  of  the  Empire  to  ktiA 
fbeir  Minifters  thither,  to  fpeak  their  true  Sentiments,  and  ex- 
plain themfelves  freely,  inftead  of  fubmitting  implicidy  to  thi 
Imperial  J>ecrees,  as  in  Times  paft  they  were  wont  to  do.  In 
ihort^  he  has  fb  conducted  his  Affairs,  as  to  be  univerfally  con- 
fidered  as  a  German  Patriot ;  that  is,  as  one  refolved  to  maintain 
the  Efience  of  the  Gemuxnlck  Conftitution,  and  to  prefcrve  th^ 
Liberty  of  its  Members  from  all  interior  Influence,  as  well  ai 
foreign  Subjection ;  and  what  EfFedb  thit-may  produce,  Tim6 
has  already,  and  will  hereafter  declare. 

As  one  of  the  principal  Powers  of  £uropi^  the  prefent  King 
of  PrvJJia  fcems  to  have  formed  to  hlpildf  a  Defign  of  efta- 
bliflung  a  more  efFedual  Ballance  than  has  been  hitherto 
known,  in  Vinue  of  that  Inacjde  of  his  own  Dominions, 
which  has  put  it  into  his  Hands.  This  Point  was  never  fuf* 
fidendy  confidercd  by  any  of  our  Politicians,  or  to  fpcak 
plainly,  has  never  been  confidered  by  them  at  all.  The  Si* 
tuadon  of  France  enabled  her  formerly  to  preferve  the  Bal- 
\m^  ^gainft  the  Houfe  Qljujiriai  the  SiOMion  of  his  6W« 


dimaii  Majefty's  Dominions,  enables  him'to  hold  the  QaUance  of 
Lafy^  anif  to  keep  it  even  between  the  Houfcs  of  Aujlria  and 
hourhon  \  but  with  refpcfl  to  the  King  of  Prujpa^  he  has  no  Jefs 
than  three  Ballances  in  his  Hands,  that  .of  the  North,  that 
of  Germany^  and  the  great  Ballance  of  Power  againft  France. 

It  is  very  true,  that  during  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  War,  he 
aflcd  in  Confederacy  vfitii  France  \  but^  as  we  have  fhewn  be-* 
fore,  this  was  abfolutely  againft  his  Will.  If  the  Court  of  Vi^ 
enna  and  the  Allies  of  that  Court  had  not  confidered  his  Expedi- 
tion into  Sikjia  as  an  Infra<^ion  of  the  Pragmatick  Sandlion,  in 
which  Light  he  never  regarded  it  himfelf,  or  thought  It  would 
be  regarded  by  others  5  he  had  certainly  taken  the  contrary 
Side,  as  having  no  Reafon  to  be  a  Friend  of  France  longer  than 
he  has  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  for  an  Enemy.  He  fhewM  in  his 
laft  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Poland^  Elector  of  Saxcnjy  a  true 
Zeal  for  tne  Proteftant  Religion,  and  without  Doubt  it  is  his 
Intereft  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Proteftants  in  Germany  i 
he  is  too  clear-fighted  a  Prince  not  to  fee  this ;  and  it  is  upon 
this  admirable  Faculty  we  ground  all  our  political  Do^ines 
in  this  Se£Hon. 

But  it  will  be  objedled,  that  fome  of  the  Admirers  of  the  pre^ 
fcnt  King  of  Prujfia  have  magnified  his  Power  to  a  Degree 
much  beyond  what  he  is  ever  like  to  acquire,  have  promifed 
many  Things  for  him  which  he  is  never  likely  to  perform,  and 
have  kept  fuch  a  Silence  in  reference  to  the  Points  he  has  rieally 
purfued,  as  might  induce  the  World  to  fufpeS  their  havipg  very 
darfc  Notions  of  that  Monarch's  Forces,  Inclinations  or  Inte- 
refts.  In'anfwer  to  this  I  muft  intreat  the  Reader  to  obferve^ 
that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  mathematical  Certainty  in  Dif* 
ccurfes  of  this  Nature  j  and  therefore  thofc  are  equally  in  Fault 
who  pretend  magifterially  to  decide  what  fuch  a  Prince  will  at* 
tempt,  or  what  Be  may  be  able  to  atchieve }  and  thofe  who  on 
the  other  hand  expefl  that  every  thing  (hould  fall  out  cxafiUy 
according  to  a  Plan  laid  down  from  Conjeftures. 

But  l!ill  this  Art  of  forefeeing  future  £vents  from  prudential<r 
jy  applying  the  Knowledge  of  human  Nature,  the  Forces  of 
Governi^ent,  ^d  the  Lights  of  Experience,  ought  not  to  b^ 
defpifed.  PhyAdans  cannot  always  cure,  becaule  they  cannot 
always  form  a  right  Judgpient  from  their  Acquaintance  with 
the  human  OEcopomy*  and  their  Skill  in  difcerning  Symptoms 
of  the  Nature  of  Oileafes  \  and  yet  none  but  Fools  difparagip 
the  Study  of  Phyfick,  or  decry  the  Knowledge  of  PhyUcians, 
There  is  no  Doubt  that  Statefmcn  derive  vaft  Advantages  hoa^ 
fecret  Intelligence  \  but  it  was  a  very  vvife  Saying  of  Lewis  XIV* 
that  he  was  much  lefs  in  Pain  about' what  his  Enemies  might 
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learil  by  this  Method,  than  from  the  Hints  thejr  received  ftom 
the  Dutch  Gazettes.  It  is  difficult  indeed,  but  not  impoffiblei 
to  guard  agatnft  the  £iFe6b  of  Influence  or  Money,  in  penetrate 
ing  the  Tran£k6Hons  of  a  Cabinet ;  but  it  is  far  more  difficulty 
and  borders  more  clofely  upon  Impoffibility,  to  hinder  fpecula* 
tive  Politicans  from  prying  into  tven  the  clofeft  Defigns,  by 
the  Knowledge  they  have  of  Men  and  Things.  To  be  con-^ 
vinced  of  this,  we  need  only  confider  what  fanguine  Promifes 
were  made  by  the  Statefmen  in  fome  Countries,  before  the  open-' 
ing  of  every  Campaign  during  the  laft  War,  and  the  bold 
Judgments  pafied  by  undignified  Politicians,  that  few  or  none 
of  thoie  Promifes  would  ever  adually  be  fulfilled. 

It  would  be  no  difficult  Thing  to  (hew  the  Reader,  that  the 
Revolutions  in  RuJ/ia^  in  Swidtn^  and  in  Holland^  were  fore* 
feen  and  foretdd  fome  Years  before  they  happened ;  but  we 
will  confine  ourfelves  at  prefent  to  the  Points  immediately  be- 
fore us.  And  tho'  all  the  World  allows  that  there  never  was  a 
Cabinet  more  impenetrable  than  that  of  the  prefent  King  of 
Pruffia^  yet  we  fliall  endeavour  to  (hew,  that  as  our  pafl  Con* 
jedures  have  not  been  altogether  vain,  fo  wc  are  able  to  guels 
at  what  his  Politicks  may  produce  in  lime  to  come.  We  were 
inclined  to  think  that  upon  the  Condufion  of  a  general  Peac^ 
.that  Monarch  might  have  been  induced  to  change  hisSyfleiB} 
but  upon  feeing  the  Peace  concluded  at  Aix  la  Cbapiue^  and 
confidering  the  Condud  of  other  Powers,  we  are  clearly  of 
Opinion,  that  Time  is  not  yet  come.  We  are  fatisfied  that 
the  Schemes  formed  for  abahng  or  circumfcribing  the  Power 
•f  this  Monarch  will  have  a  contrary  EfFedt,  and  that  inftead 
of  diminiihing,  there  is  the  higheft  Probability  that  they  will 
increafe  his  Power.  Wc  were  always  and  are  flill  of  Opinion^ 
that  he  might  be  detached  from  Franct^  and  that  he  will  never 
be  the  Dupe  of  France ;  but  we  fee  no  Ground  for  fuppoiing 
that  proper  Meafures  have  been  taken  to  bring  about  the  for-' 
mer,  or  that  bv  the  Steps  he  is  now  taking,  he  is  in  Danger 
of  falling  into  tne  latter. 

He  has  great  Forces,  large  Revenues,  a  Genius  capable  of 
conducing  both,  and  a  Moderation  that  will  reflraln  him 
from  Attempts  fuperior  to  theie.  He  knows  perfe£Uy  well  the 
Grandeur  of  the  Sovereign  mufl  be  eftabliihed  upon  the  Wel« . 
fare  of  the  SubjcA,  and  this  has  excited  him  to  ihew  the  lame 
Regard  for  the  Ibppinels  of  his  People,  as  for  the  Extenfion 
ef  his  own  Power,  or  rather  has  induced  him  to  make  the 
latter  alwap  fubfervient  to  the  former.  He  is  known  to  have 
an  Inclination  to  become  a  Maritime  Power,  or  which  is  the 
fisne  &ing  in  other  Words,  .to  enable  his  Subjects  to  increafe 
..^•*.u,>  their 
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Irtdiiftry  and  Spinl,  whenever  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe  (hall  bd 
fo  thoroughly  fettled,  as  that  he  has  no  rcafon  to  Mpe&  his 
Neighbours  may  force  him  fuddenly  into  a  War,  while  his  Coun- 
cils are  wholly  taken  up  In  cultivating  the  Arts  of  Peace.  His 
ere£ling  an  jtfiatic  Company  demonftrates  what  we  have 
advanced  to  be  Truth. 

He  will  by  that  Time  have  ferved  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  of 
whatever  Affiftance  France  may  haVe  found  it  her  Intereft  to 

five  him,  for  more  than  that  (he  will  never  give;  and  his 
enfe  of  this  will  engage  him  not  to  perfift  any  loneer  in  the 
Profecution  of  Meafures  acceptable  to  the  Court  o^VerfaiUeSy 
than  they  are  conducive  to  the  Extenfion  or  Eftabliuiment 
of  his  Power  and  Influence.  He  will  then  fee  that  Indepen* 
dency,  and  being  at  the  Head  of  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in 
Germany^  is  fufRcient  to  gratify  his  utmoft  Ambition,  and  to 
raife  him  to  the  higheft  Point  of  Authority,  by  making  him 
courted  and  refpedied  by  all  his  Neighbours,  and  as  Ocoifions 
offer,  the  Umpire  of  all  their  Differences* 

Thefe  are  indeed  but  Suppofitions,  but  then  they  arc  Cuilt 
Upon  folid  and  rational  Foundations ;  whereas  thofe  who  fancy 
that  he  will  be  fome  time  or  other  (wallowed  up- by  a  Confede» 
^acy  of  powerful  Neighbours^  or  defpoiled  of  a  great  Part  of  his 
Territories,  are  not  able  to  offer  either  Fafis  or  Arguments  to 
countenance  their  Opinion,  fihce  hitherto  we  have  never  ietn 
him  atteoipt  beyond  his  Strength  (  nor  has  it  appeared  after 
many  Months  fpent  in  Regulations,  frefh  Eftablifhments,  new 
Difcipline^  and  other  military  Improvements,  that  the  Power 
moft  concerned,  or  which  thinks  herfelf  moft  concerned,- to  tra- 
verfe  the  Deiigns  of  PruJJkj  has  been  able  to  do  it  with  any 
great  Effed,  even  in  Coniunflion  with  a  very  ufeful  AUy,  who 
after  being  once  fecrificed,  will  moft  certainly  take  care  to  pre- 
vent being  involved  ^in  in  the  like  Quarrel.  In  Points  of 
this  Nature  it  is  inexci^able  to  miftake  twice. 

Thefe  are  all  die  Reflections  we  dare  hazard  at  prefent  upon 
tlVi«  Subjedt,  and  perhaps  there  are  very  few  .political  Wri- 
ters who  would  have  ventured  to  fay  fo  much  ;  but  as  we 
have  only  the  Reader^s  Advantaoc  in  View,  it  was  not  necef- 
iary  for  us  to  be  fo  nice  in  that  Particular,  fmce  whether  our 
Conjectures  are  juflified  or  refuted  by  Events,  the  Advantage 
to  the  Reader  will  be  the  very  fame ;  for  as  in  «one  Cafe  he  will 
have  an  Opportunity  of.dilceming  in  what  manner  probable 
Judgqients  may  be  dr^wn  from  political  Principles,  fo  in  the 
other,  the  Dete£lion  of  thofe  Errors  will  contribute  not  a 
Jittlc  to  the  Increafe  of  his  Sagacity.  We  are  fo  far  from  pre- 
tending  to  Iniallibiiily,  thai  what  we  offer  is  only  in  the  na- 
ture 
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hire  of  an  Eflay,  which  muft  be  fubmitted  to  thofe  Correc- 
tions that  all  Writings  of  this  kind  require^  and  in  Cokifequence 
of  which  only,  they  can  be  brought  at  length  to  a  tolerable, 
Degree  of  Certainty  and  PcrfeAion. 


CHAP.    VIIL 

In  which  is  comprehended  a  clear  though  concife  Ac^ 
count  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Power 
of  the  Houfe  o/' Austria,  the  Oppofition  if  has 
met  with  from  that  of  BovRBoii^  and  the  pre^ 
fent  State  of  the  firft^mentioned  Houfe. 

THE  Difputes  between  the  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  BouT'- 
hm^  having' been  the  principal  Caufcs  of  thofe^  Troubles 
that  have  diftur^d  the  Peace  of  Europi  for  feveral  Ages  paft-, 
2nd  there  being  but  too  juft  Grounds  to  believe  that  diefe 
Debates  will  be  no  lels  fatal  to  the  Tranquillity  of  fucceeding 
Times;  it  may  be  eafily  conceived  from  hence,  that  nothing 
can  contribute  more  to  the  forming  a  juft  Idea  of  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  Things,  and  of  the  Maxims  of  Policv,  by  which 
tbe  feveral  Powers  of  Chrifttndom  r^ulate  their  Views,  than 
a  clear  and  diftisd  Accoimt  of  the  Acquifitions,  Preteniions, 
Interefts,  Controverfies,  and  Connexions  of  thefe  two  great 
Families. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  this  is  fo  wide,  and  fo  ample  a  Field, 
that  it  might  well  afford  Matter  fufficient  for  feveral  large 
Volumes  ;  but  our  Bufmefs  is  to  contraA  it,  to  fdefk  from 
the  Materials  proper  for  fo  large  a  Hiftory,  thofe  Particulars 
that  are  fittcft  for  the  Purpofes  brfore  mentioned,  and  by  rang- 
ing thefc  in  right  Order,  to  afford  the  Reader  fuch  a  rrofpe£t 
of  this  Subjed,  as  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  him  to  obtain, 
even  from  fo  large  a  Hiftory,  though  written  with  all  the  Skill 
and  Accuracy  poffible.  This  Attempt  indeed  is  hardy  and  dif- 
ficult, but  then  it  is  both  rational  and  requifite;  there  is  no 
proceeding  in  our  Plan  without  it,  and  he  who  aims  at  pleafing 
the  Publick,  and  who  has  already  received  Marks  of.  their  Wil- 
lin^nsfs  to  be  pleafed  with  his  Endeavours,  will  never  think  any 
thing  hard  or  impracticable,  which  he  is  convinced  is  necei&ry 
for  their  Service. 

L  With 


With  diU  ViewTp  and.  with  thde  Hopes,  let  us  b^iii  with 
the  Hiftory  of,  the  Hokfr  of  J^/lria^  and  ufe  our  utmofi  Gu^e 
an^^DiUgcncetgrfrce'thofeCircui^^  that. are  moft  fuited 
to  our  Defign,  from  that  Obfcurity,  and  Embarrafsment,  in 
which  they  bave  been  hitherto  involved ;  chiefly  from  the  Pre- 
judices and  Prepofleffions  of  almoft  all  the  Hiftorians,  who  have 
undertaken  to  afford  us  Light  into  thefe  Matters  -,  and  who, 
infi^  of  reprefenting  Things  as  they  really  were,  have  made 
it  their  Bufmeis  to  mifreprdent  them  in  liich  a  Manner,  as 
might  brine  the  World  in  general  to  embrace  for  Truth  their 
particular  Opinioiis. 

As  to  the  Original  of  this  great  and  flourifhing  Family,  there 
is  no  need  of irouUinp  ourielves,  or  our  Readers,  with  the  Dtf> 
putes  of  various  Waters  about  it  ^  thefe  very  Difputes  incon- 
leftably^  p^ove  its  great  Antiauity,  and  the  difterent  Sentiments 
^t  hav^'been  publifhed  about  it,  are  pregnant  Evidences  of 
a  Dei^re  to  entid^  many  antient  and  illuffaious  Houfes  to  the 
Honour  of  being  allied. to  this.  The  moft  probable  and  befl 
attefted  of  thefe  Accounts,  make  Rodolpb  Count  of  Hafjbwrgj 
glBoenlh^reputed  the  Founder,  becaufe  he  was  the  iirft  Emperor 
of,  this  ^amiiy,  tp  be  defi:ended  by  his  Father's  Side  from  the 
Counts  of  Tiir/iign^  near  B^^  in  Switztrlandi  and  by  the 
&f  odier's  Side  m>m  the  antient  Counts  of  Hapjbourg* 

He  enjoyed  from  Ills  Father  the  Landgravate  of  Ajfacei  and 
the  Glory  witfai  which  he  extricated  himfelf  from  (everal  un- 
jiift  Wais  tl>at  were  made  asainfl  him  by  his  Neighbours,  in- 
daced  the  Ouitons  of  Urij  Sihmiz.  and  UndenuaS  to  demand 
his  P/ote(StioA }  the  Cities  of  Zuria^  and  Fribourg  did  the  like  ; 
t}^  Counties  of  Kyhurgby  Laitzhurghy  and  Badm^  came  to  htm 
hf  the,  Death  of  his  Coufin ;  and  fome  other  Lordihips  were 
added  to  his  Dominions  in  Right  of  his  Confort. 

The  Extent  of  his  Reputation  exceeded  by  very  much  that 
of  his  Territories }  and  the  Prudence  with  which  he  governed 
them,  induced  OUficarus  King  of  B^htma^  to  make  Chpice  of 
him  for  his  Prime  Minifter :  which  Dignity  he  enjoyed  with 
the  Title  of  Great  Mafler  ot^his  Houihold.  In  this  Situation  of 
Things,  the  Empire  became  vacant  by  the  Death  of  Htnry  H^ 
and  the  Af^rs  of  Germany  fell  into  the  greateft  Confufion ;  for 
fome  endeavoured  to  raife  Jlpbonfi  King  of  CaJKU^  ^ecs 
Richard  Earl  of  Corttwalj  to  the  Imperial  Dignity,  Indeed 
both  took  the  Title,  but  neither  enjoyed  the  Authority  of 
Emperor. 

During  the  Time  of  thefe  Difputes,  three  of  the  moft  antient 
Families  extbguifhed ;  by  which  the  Duchy  of  Swabiaj  and  the 
Margravates  of  Juflria  and  Tburingia  were  without  Sovereigns 

or 
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or  lawful  PriiM^S)  which  increafed  the  Diforden  in  Germany  to 
fiidi  a  Degree,  that  feveral  great  Citie$  had  no  other  Way  to  fe- 
cure  themfdves  from  thole  Bands  of  Thieves  and  Plunderers^ 
Aat  ravaged  whole  Countries  with  Impunity,  than  to  enter  into' 
a  League  from  mutual  Defence,  in  fbme  mea(b:e  to  fupply  the 
Want  of  that  legal  Government,  by  xf^ich  they  had  been  for- 
merly proteSed. 

At  kft,  in  the  Year  1273,  when  this  Scene  of  Confufion 
had  wearied  out  even  thofe  by  whom  it  was  occafioned,  the 
EfeAor  of  Mentz  fuesefted,  as  the  only  Remedy  fot  thefe  Dif- 
orders,  ndfing  Rode^  of  Hapjhurg  to  the  Impend  Dignity ; 
this  Propolal  was  immediately  embraced,  and  the  Elelftors  of 
Saxmf  and  Brartdenburgh  not  only  gave  their  Votes,  but,  to 
ftn^ngthen  bis  Intereft,  and  to  render  him  more  able  to  fup- 
port  his  new  Dignity,  they  each  of  them  married  one  of  his^ 
Daughters.  It  was  not  lonff  after  his  becoming  Emperor,  that; 
be  formed  a  Refolution  01  oh\\^mzOtt9carus^ngo( Bohemia 
to  fiibmit  hinifelf  to  the  Laws  of  the  Empire.  This  Prince 
rblying  on  his  Power,  and  taking  Advanta^  of  die  publick 
Ouamity,  had  feized  die  Duchy  of  Swabta^  and  the  Mar- 
gravate  of  Aujlria\  but  Rodolph  foon  forced  him  to  give  up 
die  Duchy  to  his  fecond  Son  ;  and  even  infifted,  as  he 
had  a  Ri^t  to  do,  upon  his  rendering  him  Homage  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Bobimia;  which  was  extreamly  mordfying  to  the 
proudeft,  and  moft  ambitious  Prince  of  his  Time ;  who  could* 
not  foi^et  that  the  Emperor  had  been  once  Mafter  of  his 
Houfhold. 

At  length  however  he  fubmitted  to  what  could  not  be  declined, 
but  upon  Condition  that  he  ihould  do  Homage  to  the  Emperor 
in  his  Tent,  and  before  the  great  Officers  of  the  Empire  only. 
Rodolph  condefcended  thereto ;  but  when,  according  to  the  Ce- 
remony, the  King  was  on  his  Knees  with  his  Hands  upon  the 
Gofpeis  that  lay  open  in  the  Emperor's  Lap,  the  great  Officers 
of  the  Hou(hold  who  were  prefent,  threw  diemfdves  flat  upon 
their  Faces,  and  the  Sides  of  the  Tent  being  drown  up,  exhi- 
bited this  extraordinary  Scene  to  the  whole  Imperial  Army, 
ranged  in  two  Lines  on  each  Side  of  the  Tent  for  that  Purpoie. 
This  provoked  the  King  fo  much,  that  at  thePerfuaflon  of  his 
Queen  he  renewed  the  War,  in  hopes  of  recovering  Aujlria^ 
Bihriay  and  Carmola  \  bnt  inftead  of  this,  in  the  firft  Batde  he 
fdoght,  he  loft  the  Vi3ory  and  his  Life  together. 

The  Emperor  Rodolph  gave  another  Inftance  of  the  Quick« 
ne6  of  his  Wit,  and  his  gre^t  Prefence  of  Mind,  in  the  Ce- 
remony of  his  Coronation  at  Atx-la-Chapelle^  when  the  Elec- 
tors made  fom^s  Difficulty  becaufe  the  Scepter  was  wanting : 

L  2  Then 
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Tbere  is  a  Crucifix  yonder^  faid  the  Emperor,  let  us  uji  that  far 
a  Scipter.  There  was  no  rejedling  this  Expedient,  k>  that  they 
were  obliged  to  do  their  Homage,  and  receive  the  Inveftiture  of 
their  Dominions,  which  they  held  as  Fiefs  of  the  Empire,  by 
laying  their  Hands  on  the  Crucifix  inftead  of  the  Scepter.  He 
anfwered  in  all  other  Rcfpe£b  the  £xpe£btions  of  thofe  who  had 
raifed  him  to  the  Empire ;  fOr  he  ref{:ored  its  Domeftick  Tran- 
quillity, axid  its  Reputation  with  regard  to  Foreign  Nations  ; 
by  fuppreffing  fuch  as  made  ufe  of  their  Power  to  harrafs  and 
diihirb  their  Neighbours,  as  well  as  by  giving  new  Vigour 
to  jthe  Laws  for  the  Puniihment  of  lefTcr  Offenders  every  where 
throughout  the  Empire. 

It  is  true,  that  he  took  great  Care  of  his  own  Family, 
obliging  Henry  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  reftore  him  tlie  Towns  of 
tViSzy  LintZj  Steyr^  and  other  Places  upon  the  River  Ens^ 
mortgaged  to  him  by  Ottocarus  King  of  Bohenna^  which  the 
Duke  parted  with  to  prevent  being  punifhed  for  the  AfSfknce 
he  had  given  that  Prince  againfl  the  Empire.  It  is  alfo  faid, 
that  the  Emperor  Rodolph  fold  feveral  Rights  of  the  Empire  in 
Itafyy  and  niade  many  of  the  Cities  free.  But  in  doing  this, 
he  conceived  that  no  Prejudice  was  done  to  the  Empire,  (incc 
he  never  affe£lcd  to  be  powerful  in  Italy^  and  therefore  declined 
being  crowned  King  of  the  Romans  by  the  Pope,  or<  of  Lorn-- 
tardy  by  the  Archbiihop  of  Alilan^  which  his  Predeceflbrs 
affeded  at  a  y^  Expence. 

He  thought  an  Emperor  might  become  powerful  enough 
by  minding  his  Affairs  in  Germany ;  and  that  their  frequent 
Journeys  into  Italy  had  been  prejudicial  to  the  Germans.  Until 
this  Emperor's  7'ime  all  A&s  of  State,  all  Laws,  and  alt  Pro- 
ceedings in  Courts  of  Juflice,  had  been  written  in  Latin ;  but 
he  changing  that  Cuflom,  ufed  the  German  Language  himfelf, 
and  eftabliflied  this  Ufage  for  the  future  ^  in  a  Word,  he  laid 
the  Foundation  of  the  Power  and  Grandeur  of  the  Geffnan  Em- 
pire, as  well  as  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujlria ;  and  after  a  glorious 
Reign  died  in  1291,  leaving  behind  him  two  Sons,  Albert  Duke 
of  Aujlria^  and  Rodolph  Duke  of  Swabia. 

After  the  Deceafe  of  this  Prince,  the  Archbifhop  and  Eledor 
of  Mentz  procured  Adolphus  of  Naffau-  to  be  elected  Emperor, 
with  an  Intention  of  governing  the  Empire  under  his  Name  ; 
but  finding  that  Prince  of  too  high  a  Spirit  to  bear  fuch 
a  Treatment,  he  deferted  him,  and  engaged  other  Eledors 
to  do  the  fame,  who  foon  after  took  upon  them  to  de- 
pofe  him,  and  to  ele£l  Albert  Duke  of  Auftria^  Emperor. 
This  produced  a  civil  War,  which  was  ended  in  the  Year 
J  298,  by  a  decifive  Battle,  in  which  Albert  was  not -only 
2  viSorious^ 
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victorious,  but  alfo  killed  his  Competitor  Adolphm  with  his  own' 
Hand,  and  thereby  fecured  to  himfelf  the  PofTeffion  of  the  Im- 
perial Dignity. 

The  Elcflor  of  Ment%  in  a  very  little  Time  grew  as  uneafy' 
in  Regard  to  him,  as  he  had  been  in  refpeA  to  Adolphus  \  and 
relying  on  his  own  great  Power  and  the  Influence  he  had 
over  the  Eledors,  had  the  Infolence  to  tell  him  once,  when 
they  were  hunting  together,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  do,' 
than  to  blow  his  Horn,  which  hung  iat  his  Side,  and  imme- 
diately there  fliould  ftart  up  another  Emperor.  But  in  this  he 
(hewed  his  Vanity  and  Ambition,  more  than  either  his  Wifr 
dom  or  his  Intereftj  for  AWert  had  immediatelv  recourfe  to 
Anns,  and  forced  him  and  the  EleSors  who  fided  with  him, 
to  a  fpeedy  Submiffion.  He  was  a  powerful  and  prudent  Prince, 
and,  like  Rodolpb  his  Father,  alike  careful  of  the  Concerns  of 
his  Family,  and  the  Interefts  of  the  Empire. 

But  with  many  great  Qualities  he  had  (and  indeed  what 
Prince  has  not?)  fomc  Mixture  of  Vices.  His  Ambition  was 
boundlefs,  and  his  Government  arbitrary.  The  Governors  he 
fent  into  Smtxerland^  which  belonged  to  him,  opprefled  the 
People  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Cantons  of  Vri.^  Schwiix^  and 
UndertuaU,  refolved  to  make  themfelves  free ;  in  order  to  which 
they  entered  into  a  Confederacy  in  the  Year  1307  for  ten 
Years,  which  afterwards  they  renewed  in  131 5,  and  made  per* 
petual :  And  this  was  the  Origin  of  the  Stvitz  Republick,  which 
has  fince  made  fuch  a  Figure  in  Europe.  For  tho*  the  Emperor 
neglected  nothing  to  reduce  them  again  under  his  Dominion, 
yet  it  was  in  vain ;  for  partly  by  the  Situation  of  their  Country, 
and  partly  by  the  Bravery  of  the  People,  they  preferved  their  Li- 
berty in  fpite  of  all  his  Endeavours. 

He  married  his  cldeft  Son  Rodolph  to  Blanche  the  Daughter  of 
PbiSp  the  Fair^  King  of  France^  by  which  he  gained  fome 
Advantages  to  his  Family.  After  her  Deceafe  he  cfpoufed 
IfabeUa^  Queen  Dowager  of  Bohemia^  and  in  her  Right 
acquired  that  Kingdom,  which  now  for  the  firft  Time  was 
pofieiled  by  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria ;  but  he  dying  foon  after, 
they  lofl  it  again.  As  for  the  Emperor  Albert^  he  conti- 
nued to  govern  the  Empire  with  great  Honour  and  Reputation 
feveral  Years,  in  which  Space  he  leflened  the  Power  of  the 
Clergy,  made  feveral  good  Laws,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  the 
Imperial  Authority  upon  a  firmer  Foundation  than  it  had 
hitherto  flood. 

But  while  he  was  meditating  this,  and  other  great  Defigns, 
V3L  A£t  of  Injuftice  he  had  committed,  brought  him  to  an 
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untimdv  Eiid  i  for  having  undertaken  the  Tutda^^  of  his  Ne« 
phew  Jobuy  the  Son  of  ^pdokh  Duke  of  ^Huaha^  he  refufed 
when  of  Age,  to  put  him  in  Pofieffion  of  his  CouAtiy,  which 
provoked  him  to  fuch  a  Degree,  diat  he  took  an  Opportunity 
ifhen  the  Emperor  was  hunting,  to  aiTafllnate  him  on  the  firft  of 
May  1308,  in  a  Place  where  the  Monaftery  of  KmngsfieU  was 
afterwards  buik  by  his  Widow  the  Emprdfs  Dowager  Ifabella 
ox  Elizabitb. 

By  the  premature  Death  of  this  great  Monarch,  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  loft  the  Imperial  Dignitv,  which  they  did  not  re* 
coyer  for  one  hundred  and  thirty  Years ;  though  her  Chiefs 
continued  all  that  Time  to  be  reckoned  amon^  the  greateft 
and  moft  powerful  Princes  of  the  Empire ;  and  this  notwith- 
fading  their  Dominions  were  divided  into  feveral  diftin£l  Prin- 
cipalities, d)e  Poflefibrs  of  which  frequently  differed  amongft 
themfelves.  At  length,  Alhtrt  furnamcd  the  Magnamnrntu^ 
having  married  ESzaiithy  the  Daughter  of  the  Emperor  Sigif- 
nmndj  revived  the  Glory  of  his  Houfe;  for  on  the  firft  of 
January  1438,  he  was  defied  King  of  Hungary  \  on  the 
uxtb  of  Min  the  fiune  Year,  he  became  King  of  Bohenua ;  on 
the  twenty-focth  of  June  following,  was  elefted  Emperor.  He 
was  one  of  the  braveft,  and  at  the  fame  Time  one  of  the  moft 
prudent  Princes  of  his  Age.  He  met  with  great  Difficulties  in 
maintaining  the  many  Dignities  to  which  he  was  raifed  $  but  by 
d(^ees  he  found  Means  to  bring  the  Hungarians  to  Submiffion ; 
he  next  drove  lJladiflau$  King  of  Poland  out  of  Bohemia^  by 
which  he  reduced  that  Country  into  a  State  of  Tranquillity; 
and  afterwards  engaging  in  a  War  againft  the  Turksy  he  forced 
their  Emperor  Amurath  to  raife  the  Si^  of  Belgradij  when  he 
had  lain  before  it  a  Year. 

He  would  undoubtedly  have  performed  ftill  greater  Things, 
if  he  had  not  been  removed  by  fudden  Death  on  the  twenty- 
fpcth  oiOSiober  1439.  ^^  ^^^  behind  him  a  pofthumous  Son 
csdied  LadiJIaus^  who  had  the  Titles  of  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia  \  but  he  never  enjoyed  either,  though  the  Hunga^ 
rians  were  defirous  enough  of  putting  him  into  Pofieffion  of 
their  Country,  if  his  CotSin,  who  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the 
Empire,  would  have  confented  to  it;  but  whether  through 
Ambition,  or  from  fome  other  Point  of  £dfe  Policy,  he  kept 
him  at  Fiennay  where  at  laft  he  died  about  the  Age  of  eighteen^ 
not  without  great  Sufpicion  of  Poifon. 

Frederick^  furnamed  the  Peaceable,  was  ele£led  Emperor  on 
the  Death  of  Jltert  U.  in  the  Year  1440,  and  two  Years 
afterwards  he  married  the  Infanta  Eleonora,  Daughter  of  Ed^ 
wardKsng  of  Portugaly  by  whom  he  had  his  Son  and  Sue* 
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ceflbr  MaxitmUm.  He  interpofed  his  Authority  at  the  Iambus 
Council  at  Ba/kj  hy  which  he  prevented  a  Sdiifm,  when  at 
tfie  very  Point  erf*  breaking  out  %  he  reformed  the  Laws  of  the 
Empire,  and  digeftcd  tho€  relating  to  Fieis  Into  one  Code» 
which  proved  very  beneficial  to  all  the  Members  of  the  Oirmmnck 
Body.  He  engaged  in  feveral  Family  Difputes,  which  ended  ih 
a  War ;  but  by  Degrees,  and  by  dint  of  nttience  and  Prudence^ 
he  extricated  himfelf  out  of  numberlefi  Difficulties,  not  with 
Safe^  only,  but  in  almoft  every  Inflance  with  Advantage. 

He  was  a  very  iaving  Prince,  which  drew  upon  him  the  Re- 
proach  of  being  covetous ;  but  in  reality  Fruj^ality  was  to  him  a 
very  neceflary  Virtue ;  for  his  Predeccffors  m  the  Empire  hav- 
ing pofiefled  with  it  die  two  rich  Kingdoms  of  Hmgary  and 
B^bemay  were  confequently  able  to  feend  liberally,  and  to  keep 
very  magnificent  Courts.  But  as  ne  held  neither  of  thoie 
Kingdoms,  and  drew  but  a  fmall  Revenue  from  his  own  iTer* 
ritories,  he  could  not  live  with  the  fame  Splendor  that  they  had 
done*  He  was  very  flow  in  his  Meafures,  but  withal  very 
iecure,  and  with  great  Prudence  eftablilbed  the  Grandeur  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  up6n  that  Bafis  on  whidi  it  has  hii^rto 
fubfifted,  notwithftanding  all  the  vigorous  and  repeated  Efforts 
of  its  numerous  Enemies.  - 

There  were  two  Things  that  contributed  cxtreamly  to  this 
Eftabliihment :  the  firft  was  the  Length  of  his  Reign,  which 
exceeded  half  a  Century,  and  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  greater  Things  for  his  Family,  than  hitherto  any  Pr.nce 
had  done :  And  on  the  other,  the  Marriage  of  his  eldeft  Son 
MaximEan  to  Aiary  Puchefs  of  Burgwufyy  the  greateft  Heirefs 
in  Europe^  by  whom  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  acquired  an  im- 
menfe  Treafure  in  ready  Money,  and  thofe  that  are  ftill  called 
the  Auftrian  Netherkmis^  with  the  Provinces  which  have  fince 
compofed  the  Dutch  Republick,  included.  This  Match  en- 
abled the  Emperor  alio  to  procure  his  Son  to  be  elected  King 
of  the  Rffmam  in  his  Life-time,  which  was  a  very  wife  Pre- 
caution, fince  after  a  Reign  of  fifty-three  Years,  this  Monarch 
was  taken  oflFfuddenly ;  for  having  .eat  plentifully  of  a  Melon 
after  Dinner,  and  drank  too  much  Water  upon  it,  this  proved 
the  Caufe  of  his  Death,  on  the  14th  of  Auguft  1493. 

MaxtmUan  I.  fucceeded  his  Father,  having  been  chofen 
King  of  the  Romans  in  i486.  He  was  in  his  Temper  one  of 
die  moft  generous,  a^  well  as  in  his  Perfon  one  of  the  hand* 
femeft  Piinces  of  his  Time.  The  former  gained  him  the 
AffefHon  of  his  Subje£b,  as  the  hitter  had  procuced  him  the 
Heirefs  of  Burgumfyy  to  whom  all  the  zreat  Princes  on  the 
Continent  had  pretended.    It  may  not  be  amiis  to  obferve, 
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tfaait  it  was  this  Lady  who  brought  the  large  Lip  into  the  Aujtri- 
an  Family,  at  BranUnu  obferves  on  the  Aathority  of  Eleanor 
Queen  of  France^  who  was  Sifter  to  Charles  V,  who  told  it  that 
Gentleman- 

JBefides  the  other  Bleffings  he  poflefled,  Maximilian  was  one 
of  the  mpft  extraordinary  Princes  of  his  Age  in  refpedl  to 
his  natural  Abilities,  and  conquered  many  iignal  Difadvantages  ' 
which  would  have  weighed  down  an  inferior  Genius.  He 
could  fcarce  (peak  plain  at  ten  Years  old,  and  afterwards  fpoke 
fo  faft,  that  he  could  hardly  be  underftood.  His  Father  put 
him  under  the  Care  of  Peter  Englebert^  who  was  a  downright 
Pedant,  and  behaved  towards  him  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  gave 
him  a  Difguft  to  Learning ;  but  as  he  grew  up,  he  correded 
thefe  Errors  by  his  own  Care  and  DiligeiKe,  and  became  not 
only  extreamly  eloquent  in  his  own  Language,  but  fpoke  alfo 
the  Latiny  Frenchy  and  Italian  Tongues  with  the  greateft  Purity. 

After  the  Death  of  Mary  of  Burgundy^  he  projected  a  fecond 
Marriage  with  Ann  of  Breiagne,  which  if  it  had  taken  EiFed, 
would  have  been  no  leis  beneficial  to  him  than  the  former,  but 
he  was  fupplanted  in  this  by  the  French  King  Charles  VIII. 
Upon  this  Difappointment  he  married  Blanche  Daughter  to 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  with  whom  he  had  a  prodigious  Sum 
in  ready  Money,  which  enabled  him  to  recover  that  Part  of 
Auflria  that  .had  been  conquered  by  Mathias  Corvinus  King  of 
Hungary.  His  Care  of  his  own  V./oncerns  did  not  hinder  him 
from  being  very  attentive  to  thofe  of  the  Empire ;  for  in 
the  Year  1495,  he  eftabjifhed,  in  a  Diet  at  fTormSy  the  fa- 
mous Conilituiion  for  the  Security  of  the  public^  Peace,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  created  an  Imperial  Chamber,  for  hearing 
and  determining  in  a  legal  Manner  the  Differences  and  Dif- 
putes  between  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  which  before  his 
Time  had  been  feldom  decided  any  other  Way  than  by  the 
Sword.  He  continued  the  War  which  his  Father  had  begun 
againft  the  Swifs  Cantons  j  but  after  being  defeated  in  eight  fiat- 
tics,  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  them  in  1499. 

The  Year  following  he  fettled  a  Council  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Empire  ;  and  at  tlic  fame  Time  divided  it  into 
Circles,  of  which  there  were  originally  but  fix,  viz,  Franconia^ 
Bavaridy  Swahiay  tl^e  Rhine,  Pf^ejlphaliay  and  Lower  taxony ; 
but  in  1512,  there  were  four  other  Circles  added  j  «//z.  thofe 
of  Aujlriay  Burgnndyy  the  Lower  Rhiney  and  Upper  Saxeny^ 
Authors  are  very  much  divided,  as  to  the  Time  in  which 
Auflria  was   erefled  into    an  Arch-Duchy  5    and    there   are 

food  Authoritirs  which  afcribe  this  to  five  feveral  Princes; 
ut  however  the  molt  probable  Account  is,   that  Maximilian^ 
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gave-it  this  Tide,  to  diflinguifli  it  from  all  the  other  Principali- 
ties of  the  Empire  and  of  Europe. 

The  Fenetiam  having  refufed  him  a  Paflage  thro'  their  Ter- 
ritories, he  was  offended  with  it  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he 
engaged  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  France  in  the  League  of 
Camh^ay  againft  that  Republick,  which  was  very  near  being 
fatal  to  it.  The  Lofs  of  the  fiattle  of  Agnadel  had  infallibly. 
drawn  after  it  that  of  all  their  Territories  upon  the  Continent, 
if  fome  Hifunderftanding  had  not  arifen  between  the  Powers 
embarked  in  that  Alliance.  The  Venetians  themfelves  were 
fo  aftonjfhed  when  they  faw  the  Emperor  become  Mafter  of 
Verona^  Brefcia^  Bergamo^  PaduOy  Vicenza^  Led!,  and  other 
fortified  Places,  that  they  offered  him  an  annual ^  Tribute  of 
fifty  thbufand  Ducats  to  be  taken  under  the  Prote£lion  of  the 
Empire  -,  and  without  doubt  it  was  the  gre ateft  Miftake  in  his 
Reign,  that  he  neglefled  this  Offer :  for  the  Republick,  reco- 
vering from  their  Fright,  and  having  prevailed  upon  Lewis  XII. 
of  France  to  quit  the  League,  foon  brought  moft  of  thefc 
Places  again  under  their  Obedience;  fo  that  except  Riva 
and  Roveredoj  the  Emperor  kept  nothing  at  the  Peace,  which  . 
he  fold  the  Venetians  for  two  hundred  thoufand  Ducats,  one  half 
of  which  Sum  was  paid  by  France. 

In  this  War  the  Emperor  had  the  Affiflance  of  the  Swifsy 
in  virtue  of  the  hereditary  Convention  he  had  made  with 
them;  fo  that  he  found  them  more  ufeful  to  him  as  Allies, 
than  he  could  have  made  them  as  Subjeds.  In  15 159  he 
united  the  County  of  Goritz  to  his  Dominions,  upon  the 
Death  of  the  lafl  Count  without  Heirs-  He  received  with  great 
Magnificence,  Sigifmund  King  of  Poland^  and  Uladijlaus  King 
of  Hungary^  at  yienna-y  at  which  Interview  he  renewed  the 
Treaty  of  Succeffion  with  the  laft  of  thefe  Princes,  by  which 
he  gained  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary  for  his  Pollerity.  His 
Reign,    though  fhort  in  Comparifon    of  his   Father's,    was 

gorious  for  himfelf,  very  ufeful  to  the  Empire,  and  exceedingly 
ippy  for  his  Family.     He  died  at  JVells  in   AuJiricTy  on  the. 
twelfth  oi  January  1 5 19. 

This  great  Monarch  had  only  one  Son,  Philips  who  died 
before  him  j  he  efpoufed  Jane  the  Daughter  of  Ferdinand  of 
Arragonj  and  Ifabella  of  Cajiile^  who  brought  him  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  &pain  for  her  Fortune.  Don  Juan  Antonio  de 
Vera  J  2l  ^panifl)  Hiflorian,  gives  us  this  Charadter  of  him: 
**  His  Temper  and  his  Manners,  fays  he,  gained  him  not  only 
"  the  Love  of  his  Subjefts,  but  alio  of  his  Enemies ;  he  was 
«  v^ry  beneficent,  but  his  Gifts  were  fmall,  and  like  thofe  of 

**  a  private 
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*^  a  private  Man,  for  he  had  not  Time  to  (hew  that  he  had  the 
•*  Soul  and  Generofity  of  a  King.  His  Queen  was  (b  fond  of 
*•  him,  that  his  Death,  which  happened  in  the  Year  1506,  coft 
^  that  Princefs  her  Senfes ;  flie  direded  his  Body  to  be  embalm* 
*^  ed,  and  carried  it  everywhere  about  with  her ;  a  memorable 
^  Example  of  conjugal  Tendemefi !  and  though  in  itfelf  an 
•*  Aa  of  Folly,  has  been  admired  by  Men  of  the  beft  Senfe." 

King  Philip  left  behind  him  two  Sons,  Charles  bom  the 
twcnth-fourth  of  February  1500,  and  Fer£nand  born  the 
tenth  of  March  1503.  He  nad  likewife  four  Daughters ; 
EUonor^^  who  efpoufed  Don  Emanuel  Kine  of  Portugal^  and 
afterwards  the  French  King  Francis  t.  IfabelUt^  who  married 
Chrtfiian  II.  King  of  Denmark  •^  Maryj  who  efpoufed  Leivts 
King  of  Behema  and  Hungary ;  and  Cathariney  fiift  promifed 
to  John  Frederick  EleAor  of  Saxony^  and  afterwards  married  to 
yahKm.¥:m%oi  PertugaL 

Philip  made  a  Treaty  with  Lewis  XII.  of  France  for  the 
Divifion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples;  and  bv  his  laft  Will 
diiedled,  that  he  fhould  have  the  Tuition  of'^his  eldeft  Son, 
defiring  that  he  would  provide  fome  able  Man  to  have  the 
Care  m  his  Education,  which  that  Prince  faithfully  fulfilled, 
hj  appointing  ff^lliam  de  Croy  of  the  Houfe  of  Chievres  to  that 
Employment,  who  was  one  of  the  wifeft  and  beft-bred  Men  of 
his  Time,  and  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Pupil's  For- 
tunes, by  an  excellent  Education. 

This  young  Prince  Charles^  whom  his  Grandfather  Maxt* 
mlian  L  could  not  prevail  upon  the  EleSors  to  choofe  King 
of  the  Romans  in  his  Life-time,  fucceeded  him  after  his  De- 
ceafe,  and  became  Emperor  by  the  Name  of  Charles  V.  chiefly 
by  the  Influence  of  the  Eleaors  of  Mentz  and  Saxony,  He 
yielded  to  the  Arch-Duke  Ferdinand  his  Brother,  all  the  Do- 
minions belonging  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  in  Germany^  re- 
ierving  to  himfelf  the  Succeffions  of  the  Kings  of  Spain  and 
Dukes  of  Burgundy*  He  added  to  the  Lew  Countries^  the 
Lordfhips  of  Utrecht  and  Over-Yffel^  which  came  to  him  by 
the  Donation  of  Henry^  Bilhop  of  Utrecht,  He  afterwards  ac- 
quired the  Duchy  of  GueldreSj  and  the  County  of  Zutphen  on 
the  Death  of  their  laft  Duke  Charles.  The  Countries  of  Frieze 
and  Groningueny  he  purchafed  from  George  Duke  of  Saxony^ 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand  Florins  in  Gold.  He  an- 
nexed likewife  the  Towns  of  Camhray  and  Lingen  to  thofe 
provinces ;  and  for  their  Security,  incorporated  the  whole  in- 
to the  Empire,  under  the  Title  of  the  Circle  of  Burgundy.  He 
bad  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Reign  many  Wars,  and  was  in  mofl 
of  them  very  fuccelsful. 

In 
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In  the  Year  1521,  he  entered  into  a  lieague  with  Pope 
Leo  X.  in  Confequenoe  of  which  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
Parmay  PlacefUia,  and  Aitlan^  which  laft  he  reftored  to 
Duke  Francis  Sf9r%a.  He  raifed  to  the  Papacy  Adrian  VI.  who 
had  been  his  Preceptor.  The  Conftable  of  Bcurhon  quitting 
the  Service  of  his  natural  Prince,  and  entering  into  his,  he 
nade  an  Irruption  into  Provenciy  where  he  took  the  Cities  of 
Aix  and  Twlonj  but  was  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Marfeilkt 
by  die  fteady  ReTiftance  of  the  Inhat^itants.  He  afterwards  re- 
paifed  the  AlpSy  which  encouraged  the  French  Kln^  Francis  L 
to  invade  the  Mikneje^  and  lay  Siege  to  Pavia,  which  by  mak- 
ing an  oUUnate  Defence,  gave  the  Imperiali/ts  Time  to  colled 
their  Forces ;  and  the  King,  ag^nft  the  Sentiments  of  his  prin- 
cipal Officers,  having  ventured  to  give  them  Battle,  not  only 
bft  it,  but  with  it  his  Liberty. 

This  could  not  but  give  the  Emperor  much  Satisfeftion, 
fince  King  Francis  had  b^  Competitor  againft  him  for  the  Im- 
perial Dignity ;  and  perhaps  it  was  in  fome  meafure  owine  to 
this,  that  he  fent  him  Prifoncr  into  Spain^  where  he  remamcd 
under  a  hard  Captivity  for  three  Years,  and  even  then  did  not 
obtain  his  Liberty,  but  upon  very  fevere  Terms ;  for  the  Per- 
formance of  which  he  gave  his  Children  as  Hoftages.  A  Pro- 
ceeding that  does  this  Emperor's  Memory  no  great  Honour. 

On  his  Return  into  his  Dominions  however,  the  French 
King  entered  into  a  League  againft  the  Emperor  with  the  then 
Pope  Clement  VU,  and  the  Venetians ;  which  fo  provoked  Charles^ 
that  he  ordered  his  Forces  under  the  Command  of  the  Conftable 
of  Baurbmj  to  enter  the  EcdefiafHcal  Territories,  where  he 
foon  carried  all  before  him,  took  and  facked  the  City  of  Romef 
and  befieged  his  Holinefs  in  the  Caille  of  St.  Jn^e/o^  while  by 
an  unaccountable  Strain  of  Popifh  Bigotry  and  I^pocrify,  they 
were  making  folemn-  Proceffions  in  Spain  for  his  happy  De>- 
liverance. 

The  Do£bines  of  Lutber  prevailing  in  Germany,  the  Em- 
peror, who  at  firft  did  not  give  much  Attention  to  them,  or 
perhaps  inclined  in' his  own  Mind  to  a  Reformation,  furmif- 
ine  afterwards  they  might  prove  dangerous  to  his  Authority^ 
refoived  to  extinguifli  them  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  aflembled  a 
Diet  at  Spirej  and  by  a  Decree  dated  the  13th  of  OSfoher  15299 
direfled  that  the  Lutherans  fhould  be  proceeded  againft ;  upon 
which,  feveral  Princes  who  had  embraced  thofe  Sentiments^ 
protefted  in  fiivour  of  their  Religion,  and  fo  they  came  to  be 
called  Prote/tantSy  and  the  Do£bine  of  Luther  was  thence-. 
forward  ftikd  the  Protejani  Faith. 

The 
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The  fame  Year-  the  Emperor  concluded  a  Peace  with  Fra«- 
m  I.  at  Cambrayi  but  it  did  not  lafl*  long  i  for  the  Duke  *of 
Milan  having  caufed,  as  it  was  faid,  ^  French  Ambailador  to.be 
killed  in  his  Dominions,  King  Francis  raifed  a  great  Army  in 
order  to  reven^  this  AiFront ;  but  the  Duke  of  Savoy  having 
refufed  him  a  Paflage  through  his  Territories,  he  turned  his 
Arms  againft  him,  and  took  from  him  without  any  Pretence^ 
but  that  of  fuperior  Force,  all  his  Countries. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Milan  died  without  IfTue, 
upon  which  the  Emperor  entred  into  PofTeffion  of  that  Country, 
as  devolving  to  him  in  the  nature  of  a  Fief  j  which  kindled  a 
new  War  in  Itoly^  and  in  the  Low  Couriiries'y  however  in  the 
Ychi  15^7,  a  Truce  was  concluded  for  ten  Months  at  Terouanney 
whidi  was  prolonged  foon  after  at  ^/V^  for  ten  Years.  It  was. 
in  thib  Space,  that  upon  a  popular  Infurredion  in  the  City  of 
Ghent,,  the  Emperor  demand«i,  and  was  permitted  topafe  through 
France^  where  he  received  very  great  Honours,  and  was  treated 
with  much  Gencrofity  by  Francis  I.  to  whom  it  is  faid  he  pro- 
mifed  on  i hut  account  to  reftore  the  Duchy  of  Aoilan;  which 
however  it  is  certain  he  neither  did,  nor  intended  to  doj  which, 
with  fome  other  Grievance.,  engaged  the  French  King  to  break 
the  Trucc,^  and  enter  into  a  War  with  the  Emperor  j  who 
thereupon  made  a  League  with  the  King  of  England^  whofe 
Affiflrance  at  that  Time  was  of  great  Conicquence  to  him. 

Yet  the  Imfcrialijls  being  defeated  near  Carignan^  and  the 
Emperor  being  afraid  that  the  Frcmh  would  take  Advantage 
of  the  Religious  Difturbanccs  in  Germany^  rcfolvcd  to  con- 
clude a  Peace  in  Time,  which,  tho'  fome  Years  after,  was 
accordingly  done  at  Crefpy.  There  never  lived  a  Prince  who 
had  a  better  Title  to  the  high  Charafters  of  a  great  Captain 
and  a  confummate  Politician,  than  Charles  V.  He  gained 
every  Advantage  by  his  Arms  that  it  was  poiTible  to  gain  by 
them ;  and  he  very  foon  faw  when  thefe  Advantages  were  no 
longer  in  his  Power,  and  then  he  had  recourfe  to  Treaties,  in 
which  no  Monarch  knew  better  how  to  manage  his  Intereft 
than  he  did,  or  gained  more  in  the  Courfe  of  feveral  intricate 
Negotiations. 

The  Proteftants  were  now  become  extreamly  formidable  in 
Germany ;  for  upon  publifliing  the  Decree  of  the  Diet  of  Spire^ 
they  formed,  as  it  was  very  natural  for  them  to  do,  a  Confede- 
racy for  their  own  Prefervation  ;  which,  from  the  Place  where 
it  was  concluded,  had  the  Title  of  the  League  of  Smalcald^ 
and  makes  a  great  Figure  in  the  German  Hiftory.  The  Empe*r . 
ror  going  to  JBologna  to  be  crowned  by  the  Pope,  had  a  very 
ferious  Conference  with  him  upon  this  Subje6ii  in  which 
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he  prefled  him  to  call,  before  it  was  too  late,  a  general  Council 
for  the  Reformation  of  the  Church,  as  the  iureft  and  moft 
effectual  Means  for  remedying  thefe  Diforders;  the  •Mifchiefs 
attending  which  he  forefaw,  and  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft 
Colours.  But  his  Holinefs  was  of  a  different  Opinion;  he 
thought  that  this  was  being  too  complaifant  to  Hereticks; 
and  therefore  infifted  that  they  fliould  be  compelled  to  Obedi- 
ence, in  which  the  Emperor  acquiefced,  but  rcfolvcd  to  do  it  in 
his  own  Method. 

On  his  Return  therefore  to  Germany^  he  fummoned  a 
Diet  to  be  held  at  Augjbourg  on  the  eighth  of  Jpril  1530 ; 
where  the  Proteftants  appeared,  and  prefcnted  a  Confeffion 
of  their  Faith,  {hewing  plainly  that  they  adhered  to  the  true 
Church  of  Chrtft ;  and  that  they  rejedcd  only  the  Superfti- 
tions  of  the  Church  of  RonUy  which  were  of  late  D-ite,  and, 
fo  far  from  being  authorifed  by,  that  they  were  incompatible 
with  the  Gofpel.  This  however  was  fo  far  from  having  the 
defigned  Effe6t  of  procuring  Peace  and  due  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience,  that  it  brought  about  quite  the  contrary,  through  the 
Emperor's  Management. 

For  in  that  Diet  an  Edift  was  framed  for  reftoring  all 
Things  to  their  former  State,  and  for  maintaining  the  Church, 
that  is,  the  Church  of  Rom^^  by  the  Secular  Arm ;  fo  that  the 
Protefiants  faw  themfelves  obliged  either  to  part  with  their 
Religion  or  to  fight  for  and  defend  it,  and  they  chofe  the  latter. 
This  opened  a  long  and  bloody  War  in  the  EmpJre;  in  which 
at  firft  the  Emperor  was  fuccefsful ;  for  in  the  Battle  of  Mulberg 
he  defeated  the  Confederate  Army,  and  made  the  famous  ^ohn 
Frederick  Eleftor  of  Saxony^  who  was  at  their  Head,  Prifoner, 
which  gave  the  Proteftants  a  dreadful  Blow. 

He  foon  after  got  into  his  Hands  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe^ 
by  an  Artifice  of  the  famous  Cardinal  Grcnvelle^  a  great. Po- 
litician, but  one  of  the  wickedeft  Men  of  that  Age  j  who 
by  changing  the  Letter  in  the  fafc  Condu6l  given  to  that  Prince, 
fornifhed  the  Emperor  with  a  Pretence  for  detaining  him  ;  which 
pitiful  Artifice,  how  much  foever  it  might  be  for  his  Intercft,  was 
highly  and  will  be  ever  detrimental  to  his  Honour.  He  carried 
thofe  two  illuftrious  Princes  about  with  him,  and  thereby  fo 
terrified  the  Proteftants,  that  they  be2;an  to  fall  oft'  from  their 
League;  by  drawing  over  Prince  Maurice  of  Saxony  to  his 
Party,  through  Hopes  of  granting  him  the  Invcftiture  of  his 
Couibn's  Dominions,  under  Pretence  that  his  War  againft  the 
Eleftor  vi^as  founded  on  Motives  of  State,  and  not  of  Religion, 
he  divided  them  ftill  more ;  and  by  beficging  fome  of  the 
Imperial  Cities  that  had  taken  their  Part,  he  frighted  them 
into  fuch  Compofitions,  as  coft  them  much  more  Money  than 
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would  have  been  neoeflary  to  fecure  their  Fteedom^  hy  (uih 
porting   the  Confederaqr  into  which  they  had  entered  for 
that  niroofc. 
The  City  or  Magdibourg  alone  remained  firm  to  thofe  En* 

figements,  its  Inhabitants  reTolvin^  to  hazard  their  Lives  and 
ortunes  rather  than  their  Confaences;  and  thofe  generous 
Sentiments  of  theirs  enabled  them  to  make  a  long  and  vigo- 
rous Defence,  which  afforded  the  Proteftants  time  to  recover 
their  Spirits,  and  to  confider  of  Ways  and  Means  for  reftoring 
their  Affairs,  and  obtaining  the  free  Sxercife  of  their  Religion. 
This  was  the  firft  great  Cnib  of  what  was  called  the  new,  but 
which  in  reality  deferved  better  to  be  ftiled  the  old  Religion  ^ 
and  if  the  Inhabitants  of  Magdibnarg  had  been  le&  zauous^ 
or  to  fpeak  plainly,  if  Providence  had  not  enabled  them  to 
triumph  by  their  Conftancy  over  all  the  Fury,  as  well  as  over 
the  fuperior  Forces  of  their  Enemies,  Papal  Authority  would 
have  rained  by  the  Sword  all  that  it  had  Ibft  in  Confequence 
of  that  general  Reception  the  Arguments  of  Luther  and  his 
Followers  had  met  with  throughout  all  Girmanj. 

From  hence  by  the  Way,  the  Reader  laa^  difcem  two 
Points  of  very  great  Confequence  i:n  Politicks.  The  firft  is,  that 
religious  Principles  are  much  more  capable  of  fuiciining  and 
fupporting  a  firm  and  determined  Courage,  than  either  poli- 
tiod  Notions  or  Views  of  Intereft  i  which  fhould  induce  Statef- 
men  to  be  very  cautious  of  running  down  Religion  in  genera^ 
which  can  never  have  any  better  Effe£l  than  corrupting  and 
daflardizing  fuch  as  are  deluded  into  thefe  loofe  Sentiments  i 
for  this  is  an  infallible  Maxim,  that  he  who  does  not  think 
himlelf  accountable  to  God,  wiU  never  do  any  thing  worthy  of 
a  Man.  The  fecondy  diat  Firmne($  and  Refolution,  with  any 
competent  Degree  of  Strength,  will,  generally  (peaking,  com- 
mand Succeis,  and  that  frequently  b^ond  the  Reach  of  Pro- 
bability ;  fo  ti)at  in  a  good  Caufe,  Men  ought  feldom  or  never 
to  defpair,  but  rather  confider  how  they  may  difcharge  their 
Duty  to  God  and  their  Country,  and  leave  the  liTue  to  Provi- 
dence, by  which  they  are  to  be  prote&d  h^re,  or  rewarded 
hereafter.    But  to  proceed  with  our  Hiffory. 

The  French  King  Henry  11.  faw  the  falle  Step  he  had  taken 
in  not  fupporting  the  Protefbnts  in  time,  and  therefore  refolved 
to  repair  his  Error  if  it  vras  poffible,  by  fending  them  powerful 
Succours,  provided  he  viras  fure  they  would  not  come  too  late- 
He  firft  enter'd  into  Intrigues  with  their  Chiefs,  and  finding 
they  were  beginning  to  recover  their  Spirits,  and  that  they  were 
yet  able  to  raife  great  Numbers  of  Men,  he  fumiihea  them  , 
with  coofiderahle  Sums  of  Moneys  and  next  attempted  the 
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Fitleltty  of  Maaricij  to  whom  the  Emperor  had  ^ven  th^  In- 
vefllture  of  the  Electorate  of  Saxony y  and  who  then,  commanded 
Bis  Army  before  the  City  of  Magdebourg.  That  Prince  was  a 
great  Politician,  and  forefeeing  die  Dangers  to  which  he  might 
be  expofed,  in  cafe  the  Proteftants  were  cruih'd,  he  reiblved  to 
affift  them ;  with  much  Secrecy  at  firft,  by  protra&ing  the 
Siege,  and,  when  they  had  gathered  Force  fufficient  to  fupport 
him,  to  declare  openly  in  their  Favour, 

He  executed  this  Scheme  with  fuch  Dexterity  and  Siiccefi, 
diat  be  conftrained  the  Emperor  to  retire  into  'tyrol^  and  was 
veiy  near  feizing  his  Perfon  at  InJ^ruck ;  from  whence  he  was 
obhged  to  make  his  Efcape  with  the  utmoft  Precipitation  to 
Villacoy  in  the  Dominions  of  the  State  of  Venice,  The  French^ 
who  affified  the  Proteftants  merely  with  a  View  to  their  own 
Ihtereft,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the  Duchy  of  AHlany  and 
(eizing  fome  Places  that  lay  conveniently  for  them  in  Germany^ 
found  themfdves  deceived  in  their  Expectations  by  the  Wiidom 
of  the  Empeior,  and  the  publick  Spirit  of  Prince  Maurice  of 
Saxony*,  for  the  former  having  dven  full  Powers  to  Fer£nand 
King  of  the  Rmansy  to  treat  of  reace  upon  the  beft  Terms  on 
whidi  it  could  be  had,  it  was  very  foon  concluded,  by  a  Trea^ 
ty  (igped  the  ad  of  Augufl  15529  which,  from  the  Place  where 
it  was  negotiated,  received  the  Title  of  the  Pacification  of  Paf- 
fau\  and  the  French  were  entirely  excluded,  of  which  they 
complain'd  highly,  and  charged  Prince  Maurice  with  the 
gjTCateft  Perfidy. 

But  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  when  the  £Ie£tor  dif- 
cover^d  the  real  Deflgns  of  the  French^  and  law  at  the  fame 
Time  how  much  they  tended  to  the  Kuin  of  Germany^  he  thought 
that  no  Engagements  could  bind  him  to  concur  in  Meafuxes 
tending  to  the  Deftru£Uon  of  his  Countrv ;  in  which  he  cer- 
tainly a£ted  like  a  good  Patriot  and  a  Man  of  Senfe,  deceived 
the  Deceivers,  put  an  End  to  the  Troubles  of  the  Empire,  and 
lecured  to  the  Proteftants  what  they  fought  for,  the  Freedom  of 
their  Confciences,  and  the  Liberty  of  exercifinz  their  Religion. 

The  Refentment  which  the  Emperor  had  of  the  Behaviour  of 
France  upon  this  Occafion,  engaged  him  in  a  War  with 
that  Crown ;  and,  which  pkiinly  mewed  his  great  Capacity, 
he  brought  over  to  his  Service  the  greatefi  Part  of  that  very 
Army,  by  which  he  had  been  driven  into  Tyro/;  and  having 
done  this,  he  march'd  diredly  to  recover  AletZy  which  was 
one  of  the  Places  the  French  had  feized,  and  into  which  the 
Duke  of  Guife  threw  himfelf  with  an  Army,  rather  than  a 
Garrifon  5  by  which  the  Place  was  preferved,  and  the  Emperor 
forced  to  retreat  i  which  put  him  in  Mind  of  a  Defign  he 
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bad  form'd  when  at  Infpruchy  of  quitting  all  his  Dignities,  and 
retiring  for  the  Remainder  of  his  Days  to  a  private  Life.  This, 
one  would  have  thought,  might  have  been  eafdy  executed;  but 
the  Emperor  judged  otherwlfe. 

He  refolved  to  (hew  himfelf  in  that,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
Things,  a  Hero  and  a  Statcfman ;  and  therefore  there  were  many 
Points  which  he  refolved  to  fee  fettled  before  he  abdicated  the 
Thrones  of  the  Empire  and  of  Spain,  He  was  contriving  in 
his  own  Mind,  how  to  weaken  the  Force  of  the  Proteftants; 
but  before  he  had  fix'd  upon  a  Scheme,  that  was  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  Succefs,  the  Proteftants  did  his  Work  without  his 
Interpofition ;  for  the  Hatred  between  Maurice  of  Saxony  and 
^Albert  xA  Brandenburgh  rofe  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  it  came  at 
laft  to  a  decifive  Battle,  in  which  the  Army  of  the  former  gain- 
ed the  Viftory,  tho'  their  Chief  was  killed ;  and  Albert^  who 
was  defeated,  found  no  other  way  to  preferve  himfelf  but  by 
Flight.  His  Brother  Augujlusy  who  fucceeded  Maurice  in  the 
Eleftorate  of  Saxony^  became  fo  firmly  attach'd  to  the  Emperor, 
that  he  had  no  longer  any  Caufe  to  be  apprehenfive  of  Dangers 
in  Germany, 

He  then  march'd  into  the  Low  Countries  with  a  powerful  Ar- 
my to  expel  the  French  \  and  while  he  was  carrying  on  the 
War  there,  he  meditated  and  accomplifli'd  another  great  Defign, 
which  was  the  Marriage  of  his  Son  Philip  with  Mary  Qiieen  of 
England^  and  Daughter  to  Henry  VIII.  which  took  EfFeS  in- 
July  1554,  and  confirmed  the  Emperor  in  the  Refolution  he 
had  taken  to  refign  his  Dominions  to  his  Son,  in  order  to  which 
he  was  willing  to  have  concluded  a  Peace  with  France ^^  but 
finding  that,  after  a  long  Negotiation,,  imprafticable,  he  refolv- 
ed to  proceed  to  what  was  entirely  in  his  own  Power,  and  to 
make  an  Exchange  of  Splendor  and  Power,  for  Retirement  and 
Peace  of  Mind. 

It  is  neceflary,  for  the  Sake  of  Perfpicuity,  to  treat  this  Aflfair 
of  his  Refignations  more  at  large,  becaufe  many  Writers  con- 
found their  Readers  Notions  about  it,  by  reprcfeniing^it  as  a  fingle 
Aft;  whereas  the  Emperor  made  three  diftinS  Kefi^nations^ 
which  all  of  them  deferve  to  be  confidered.  In  the  firft,  which 
was  perform'd  with  great  Solemnity  at  Brujfeh  on  the  28th  of 
OBoher  1555,  he  declared  his  Son  Grand  Matter  of  the  Order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  Sovereign  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces 
of  the  Low  Countries,  In  the  fecond,  two  Months  after,  he  re- 
figned  to  him  all  his  hereditary  Dominions  5  but  ftill  relcrved 
to  himfelf  the  Empire,  with  a  View  to  have  fecured  that  like- 
wife,  if  it  had  been  prafticable,  for  King  PhiUp ;  and  the  Me- 
thod by  which  he  propofed  to  fuccced  in  his  Dekgn,  was  this: 
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He  labour'd  t6  perfuade  his  Brother  FtrSnandj  King  of  die 
Jlomans,  to  confentthat  Philip  fliould  be  elefted  Co  that  Digni- 
Cv,  in  Confideration  of  his  refigning  the  Empire  to  Ferdinand. 
Jaut  this  Projc£l^  tho'  managed  with  great  Secrecy  and  Addrefs, 
£iird  of  Succefs  by  the  Affiduity  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian^ 
Son  to  King  FirdtnaHd^  who  traverfed  all  the  Emperor's  Endea- 
vours for  SatPurpofe,  and  fecured  the  Succeflion  to  himlel£ 
A  whole  Year  was  ijpun  out  in  this  manner  i  and  then  the 
Emperor  ient  lyiUiam  Prince  of  Orange^  attended  by  the  Vice- 
Chancdlor  of  the  Empire,  and  his  own  Secretary,  to  cany  his 
Refi^natibn  to  bis  Brother  Fetdinani^  which  put  an  End  to  that 
•Afiair.  CWilriibohafto^ards  made  a  Voyage  to  £ptf/ff,  where 
he  refolved  to  fpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days  in  a  Monaftery. 

At  VaUaiaHi  he  pafs'd  a  few  Days  in  taking  Leave  of 
die  Ladies,  and  fome  Perfons  of  Diflindion,  who  came 
on  fo  ftrange  an  Occafion  to  pay  -their  Refpeds  to  binu 
Amongft  the  reft  came  his  Fool,  or  Jeft^r,  PedrQ  di  San 
Erhas^  who,  upon  feeing  the  Emperor  make  a  low  Bow, 
could  not  help  &ying,  Sin^  you  are  very  ctmpkifant  to  pull 
^ff  your  Hat  4o  me%  is  it  to  pew  that  you  are  no  longer  Em* 
.percr  ?  No^  Pedro,  anfwered  that  Prince  gravely,  it  is  becaufi 
I  have  new  nothing  in  my  Power  to  give'  you,  five  this  Mark 
ofCiviUty.  We  may -colle£l  from  this  Anfwer,  that  he  beg^ 
already  to  be  chagrin'd  on  the  Subjed  of  his  Abdication.  He 
retired  however,  as  he  propofed,  to  a  Convent  of  Hieronomites^ 
where  he  died  on  the  2ift  of  September  1558,  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
iecond  Year  after  his  Refignation.  By  the  Manner  in  which  he 
farted  with  his  Dominions,  he  created  two  diftind  Branches  of 
the  Houfe  of  Avjlria^  viz,  the  Spamjh  and  the  German,  Of  the 
former  we  fhall  fpeak  in  ks  proper  Place,  at  prefent  it  is  ouf 
Bufinefi  to  puriiie  and  feiifli  the  Hiftory  of  the  latter. 

FerSnand  I.  the  voun^  Brother  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
Was  born  in  the  V«ar  1503,  and  was  a  Prince  of  a  mild 
Difpofition,  VexV  learned  bimfelf,  and  a  Lover  of  learned  Men, 
He  manied  tbe  rrincefs  j/nn^  Daughter  of  Uladijlaus  King  of 
Hungary  \  and  in  her  Right,  on  the  Death  of  her  Brother  Lewis^ 
who  was  kiil'd  in  the  Battle  of  AtohatZj  he  daim'd  that  Crown, 
as  well  as  the  Diadem  of  Bohemiay  in  1526*  He  obtained 
the  Pofleffion  of  the  latter  immediately ;  but  the  Party  which 
oppoied  him  in  the  former  call'd  in  the  Turis,  which  gave 
Rife  to  a  long  and  bloody  War.  In  1531,  his  Brother  Charles 
procured  him  the  Tide  of  King  of  the  Ramans^  notwith- 
ftanding  a  vigorous  Oppofitton  made  thereto  by  the  £le£lor 
of  Saxony.     The   two    Brothers,    however,  coniidered   this 
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His  Goods  were  feiz'd,  and  his  Eftate  confifcated  on  this 
Account,  and  he  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf,  fomettmes  in  one 
Part  of  Germany^  and  fometimes  in  another,  to  avoid  further  Pu- 
niflunent.  At  laft,  grown  weaiy  of  this  Vagabond  Life,  he  af- 
fembled  a  Body  of  Men,  in  Circumftances  as  defperate  as  his 
own,  furpriz'd  the  City  of  tyurtzbourg^  difarmM  the  Inhabitants, 
pillag'd  the  Churches,  ravifh'd  the  Nuns  \  and,  after  all  thofe 
A£b  of  Violence,  forced  the  Gentry  and  Clergy  to  alTemble, 
and  declare  him  innocent  of  the  Bifliop's  Murder,  and  to  reftore 
him  to  his  Eftate  both  perfonal  and  real ;  as  alfo  to  take  an 
Oath  to  defend  him  againft  all  who  fhould  attempt  any  thing  to 
his  Prejudice,  even  if  it  were  the  Emperor  himfelf* 

MaximiUan  looked  upon  this  as  an  Indigni^  done  to  the 
Empire,  and  therefore  procured  a  Refolution  in  the  Diet  of 
Augfbourg^  that  all  who  had  any  Concern  in  furprizing  Wurt%^ 
hourgy  (hould  be  delivered  up  to  legal  Punifliment;  for  this 
Action  was  done  in  the  Time  of  his  Father  Ferdinanii  and  he 
had  put  Grombach  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  who  thereupon 
retired  to  the  Duke  of  Saxt-Gotha^  who  not  contented  with 
giving  him  Proteftion,  declared  him  his  Privy-Counfellor ;  up- 
on which  the  Emperor  put  the  Duke  likewife  under  the  Ban  of 
the  Empire,  and  committed  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  to 
Augujita  £le£bor  of  Saxony  \  who,  after  trying  fair  Means  to  no 
Purpofe,  at  length  bcfieged  Gotha^  and  took  it.  The  Duke 
being  fent  Prtfoner  to  the  Emperor,  was  deprived  of  his  Domi- 
nipn<>,  and  fentenced  to  be  coniin'd  for  Life ;  a  Judgment  fevere 
in  itfdf,  but  fo  juft,  that  it  drew  no  Imputation  upon  Ataxia 
mliany  whofe  Unwillingnefs  to  proceed  to  thefe  Extremities 
was  known  and  acknowledged. 

He  was  far  from  being  a  Bigot  in  Religion,  as  appears  from 
his  granting  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion  to  his  Proteftant 
Subjeds  in  Aujirta^  and  by  his  publickly  blaming  the  Parifian 
MaSacre,  tho'  committed  by  the  Authority  of  his  Son-in-Law 
Qfarks  IX.  of  France.  His  Juftice  alid  other  Royal  Virtues 
induced  many  of  the  Polijh  Nobility  to  eled  him  for  their 
King;  but  Stephen  Batori  Prince  of  Tranjihania^  having  a 
ftronger  Party,  fupplanted  him,  .and  held  that  Kingdom,  not- 
withftanding  a!l  the  Endeavours  of  the  Emperor  to  recover  his 
Rights.  He  died  in  the  Year  1576,  at  Augjbovrg^  where  he 
had  aflembled  a  Diet,  of  a  violent  Palpitation  at  the  Heart; 
which,  it  is  fufpcdted,  v/as  occafioned  by  a  Dofe  of  Poifon  given 
him  by  the  Cardinal  de  Granfoelky  whom  we  have  mentioned 
before,  as  a  Man  very  capable  of  fuch  an  A£tion. 
*  This  Monarch,  by  the  Infanta  Maria^  Daughter  to  Char  Us 
V.  had  a  cum«rous'  Pofterity :  wz  Rod&Ipk^  who  fucceeded 
hisLj  Enirfiy  Governor  of  Ae  Low  Countries^  born  in  1553, 
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and  ^ho  died  in  1595 ;  Matthias^  who  fiicceeded  his  Brother' 
RoiUpb  in  the  Empire;  Maximilian^  Great  Mafter  of  the 
Teutonick  Order,  afterwards  deded  King  of  Polandj  who  died 
in  1618;  Albert^  born  in  1597,  who  was  firft  an  Ecdefiaftick, 
and  obtained  a  Cardinal's  Hat,  whidi  afterwards  he  refign'd ; 
and  marrying  the  Infanta  Clara  IfaheUa  Eugenia^  Daughter 
to  Philip  IL  King  of  Spain^  was  made  Governor  of  the  Low 
C&untries^  and  dial  in  1621,  without  liTue;  Arm^  born  in  15499 
and  married  in  1559  to  Philip  II.  King  of  Stain  \  Elizahth^ 
born  in  1554,  and  married  in  1570  to  Charles  IX.  King  of 
France  I  Margaret^  born  in  1567,  who  lived  a  Nun,  and  died 
in  1633,  and  Elemora  born  in  1563,  and  dic;d  in  1581. 

Rodo^  II.  was  a  Prince  of  an  excdient  Difpofition,  very 
learned  himfelf,  and  a  great  Encourager  of  Learning,  to  a  De- 
gree, in  the  Opinion  of  many,  prejudicial  to  his  Ai&irs ;  be- 
caufe  it  led  him  to  fpend  more  of  his  Time  amongft  his  Books, 
and  with  his  learned  Friends,  than  the  Aflairs  of  Government 
would  permit;  but  in  other  Refpe£b  he  was  a,  very  wife  antf 
worthy  Prince,  one  defirous  of  living  quiet  himfelf,  and  of 
maintaining  the  Peace  of  the  Empire,  without  attempting  upon 
the  Rights  of  others.  He  was  King  of  the  Romans  at  the  Time 
of  his  Father's  Deceafe,  and  fo  fucceeded  of  Courfe,  without  any 
new  Eledion;  and  had  been  crown'd  King  of  Hungary  \n  1572, 
and  of  Bohemia  in  15759  fo  that  his  Power  was  great,  and  his 
Dominions  very  extenfivc. 

He  came  to  the  Empire  in  a  very  difficult  Jundure,  becaufe 
of  the  Differences  about  Religion.  He  forced  Gerhard  TrufcheSj 
Archbifhop  of  Cologne^  who  turn'd  Protcflant,  and  married 
Agnes  Countefs  of  Mansfield^  to  quit  his  Dominions.  By  a  Triice 
of  fifteen  Years  he  prevented  the  Confequences  of  the  Quarrel 
betwixt  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain^  and  John-George  Marquis  of 
Brandenburgh,,  who  were  both  chofen  Bifhops  of  Strafiourg^  the 
former  by  the  Popifti  Canons,  and  the  latter  by  the  Proteftants. 
After  the  Death  of  Count  John  Manderfcheid^  to  prevent  the 
War  that  might  have  been  occafioned  by  the  Succeffion  of  Ju" 
Uers^  he  would  have  fequefler'd  that  Duchy;  but  the  Preten- 
ders to  the  Succeffion  oppofed  it.  The  Proteflants  concluded 
an  AiTociation,  which  they  call'd  the  Union,  in  1609,  ^^ 
which  Frederick  V.  Elefior  Palatine^  was  Chief.  The  Papifts 
made  a  Confederacy  for  nine  Years  among  themfclves  at  fTiirtZ' 
^rg^  which  they  call'd  the  League,  and  thus  the  Germans 
were  on  the  Point  of  arming  againft  each  other. 

The  Imperialifts  were'  engaged  in  a  War  with  the  Turks 
from  1549  to  1606,  when  they  took  feveral  Towns,  and  com- 

M  3    .  mitted 


[i66l 

mitteil  grteat  Raviges.  R$dolpb  dernanded  Affiftance  of  the 
Princes,  and  made  a  League  with  the  PrixKC  of  TranRhama^ 
which-  had  v^  untoward  G>nfequences.  His  Army  however 
engaged  Ae  Turh^  who  had  taken  Agria^  and  defeated  them  $ 
but  being  too  intent  upon  the  Plunder,  the  fwrh  rallied,  and 
deftroyed  many  of  them.  During  this  War  PhiUf-Enumuil 
of  Lorrainj  Duke  of  Merccmr^  General  of  the  Imperial  Army, 
Oiade  the  famous  Retreat  of  CaniCa.  His  Imprerial  Majefty 
mnted  the  free  Exerdfe  of  their  J^eligion  to  the  Proteftants  of 
Bohemia^  at  the  Recjueft  of  the  Elo^r  of  Saxtmy  \  but  he  took 
away  the  fame  Privilege  from  his  Subjefts  in  Au^ria^  which, 
as  we  have  obferved,  was  granted  them  by  his  rather  $  but  it 
was  believed  this  proceeded  from  Political  rather  than  Religious 
Motives. 

He  would  have  taken  Adv^tage  of  the  Difputes  about  the 
SucoefSon  to  the  Duchy  of  Clevfs^  in  order  to  have  fecured  it 
to  his  own  Familv ;  and  with  that  View  fent  his  Coufm,  the 
Archduke  LiopakC  to  take  Pofleffion  of  it  $  but  the  Princes  of 
Germany^  and  the  neighbouring  Power,  concurred  to  defeat 
this  Defign;  fo  that  the  Succeflion  was  preferved  to  the  Families 
of  Brandinburgh  and  Newburgh^  tho'  the  Emperor  made  a  De^ 
crce  in  Favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Saxony.  But  what  chiefly  dif- 
turb'd  the  Emperor's  Repofe,  was  the  Party  form'd  agaikift  him 
by  his  Brother  the  Archduke  Matthias ;  who  perfuaded  himfdf 
that  the  Emperor  intended  to  defeat  him  of  his  Succeiiion,  in 
Favour  of  his  Coufms  the  Archdukes  Ferditumd  and  LeopM^ 
who  were  Princes  exceedingly  dear  to  him. 

Being  full  of  this  Jealouly,  he  form'd  fuch  a  Faflion  againft 
Rfidolphy  that  in  1608  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  yield  jyp  Hun-^ 
gory  and  Aujiria  to  the  Archduli^e ;  which  was  fo  far  from  [Ht>r 
curing  that  Quiet  which  he  defired,  that  on  the  contrary  it  made 
the  Archduke  more  uneaiy  and  importunate ;  fe  that  in  161 1, 
he  forced  from  him  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia ;  and  then  formr 
|ng  a  Party,  in  order  to  his  being  eleded  King  of  the  Romam^ 
this. had  fuch  an  TLfkSc  upon  the  needed  and  difconfolate  Em- 
peror, tbat  he  died  in  January  1612,  of  a  broken  Heart.  He 
was  never  married,  but  had  icveral  Natural  Children.  His  In- 
clination to  Books,  and  great  Application  to  Chymtftry,  tho' 
they  diilurb'd  his  Af&irs,  were  faf  enough  from  exhaufttng  his 
Coffers,  in  w^ich  be  Jeft  a  larger  Trcafure  than  any  of  his  Pre^ 
deceflbrs  had  poilefs'd,  of  any  of  his  SucceifTorsbave  been  ilnce 
.  jlbie  to  colled,  amounting  in  ready  Money  and  Jewels  tofeven^ 
teen  Millions  of  Florins. 

Matthias  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  fucceeded  his  Bror 

^CTy  notwithflanding  that  a  flrong  Party  was  formed  againft 

'  \'^'    -    '■        ' '   '      ' hiixfe 


[  16?  ] 

liini.  Hk  Reign  was  a  continual  Scene  of  Troubles  andUn- 
cafineis,  occailoned  chiefly  by  Religious  Difputes:  for  there 
were  now  three  powerful  Fa£Uons  in  the  Empire,  all  covering 
their  private  and  ambitious  Views  with  the  plaufible  Pretence  of 
Religion,  The  Papijis  formed  what  they  called  a  Catbotici 
Leaguiy  at  the  Head  of  which  was  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria.  The 
Proteftants  of  the  Augfiourg  Profeffioti,  or  Lutb&anSy  had  for 
their  Head  the  £Ie£ior  of  Saxony ;  and  the  Cahinijisy  or  as  they 
fUled  themfelves  the  Reformed^  finding  there  was  no  Security  to 
be  hsud  b^t  by  fomefuch  League,  framed  a  Confederacy  likewifc^ 
to  which  they  gave  the  Tide  of  the  EvangeUck  Unton^  at  the 
Head  of  which  were  the  Eledor  Palatine  and  the  Landgrave  ' 
of  Heffi. 

The  Emperor  now  fully  experienced  all  thofe  Difficulties 
which  he  had  taken  Pains  to  excite  in  the  Days  of  his  Brother, 
and  found  it  a  very  unpleafant  Taik  for  hi  mfelf  to  go  through, 
as  being  able  to  £bew  no  Countenance  or  Favour  to  any  Partv 
without  inflaming  and  exafperating  the  reft ;  neither  was  it 
long  before  thefe  Religious  Differences,  which  difturbed  and 
diftnuSted  the  Empire,  begun  to  fpread  themfelves  into  his  Here* 
ditaxy  Dominions  ;  to  which  the  Haughtinefs  of  his  own  Spirit, 
and  the  Errors  of  his  Government,  gave  but  too  much 
Encouragement,  and  aflTorded  the  Mdecontents  may  juft 
Grounds  for  Complaint.  Inftead  of  being  more  vigilant  and 
adive  from  theic  threatning  Circumftances,  Matthias  grew  more 
averfe  to  Bufineis,  and  left  it  altogether  in  the  Hands  of  Cardinal 
Klejar^  who  was  his  Chief  Minifter  and  Favourite.. 

He  difputed  the  Right  of  naming  the  Prince  of  Tfanjihania 
with  the  Turkijh  Emperor  Amurath  \  but  at  laft  made  a  Peace 
\yith  him  for  twenty  Years.  .  He  preferred  the  Archduke  Fereti- 
nand  his  Coufin,  to  Philip  III.  of  Spain^i  who  was  his  Nephew, 
to  be  his  Heir,  out  of  his  natural  Averfion  to  the  Spaniardsy  a 
Point  which  deierves  great  Notice.  He  regulated  the  Succeffion 
at  Prague  in  1617,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
his  Brother;  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  fecret  Treaty  was  made  be- 
twixt Philip  III.  of  Spain  and  the  Archduke  Ferdinand ^  by 
which  Philip  quitted  to  Ferdinand  and  his  Heirs  Male,  the  He^ 
reditary  Countries  that  fhould  fall  to  him  by  the  Emperor's 
Death,  on  Condition  that  the  Daughters  of  the  Branch  of  Spain  * 
jQiould  be  preferred  to  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Germany.  At  this 
Time  happened  the  Revolt  of  Bohemia^  becaufe  the  Emperor's 
Minifters  invaded  the  Laws  and  Privileges  granted  them  by  Ro- 
do^hw  the  Second,  for  fecuring  their  Religion  and  Liberty. 
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The  Emperor  aflcmblcd  the  States  at  Pragkiy  where  his  MI* 
nifters  fo  provoked  the  People,  that  they  threw  them  out  of  the 
Windows, of  thcCaftle;  by  which  hoMTCvcr  they  received  no 
Hurt.     After  that  they  chofe  new  Ma^iftratc$,  took  up  Arms, 
and  publilhed  a  Manifcfto  to  juftify  their  Proceedings.    The 
^mperor  publifhed  another,  and  his*  Council,  in  order  to  acr 
commodate  Matters,  were  for  turning  out  his.  Favourite  KUfar^ 
who  wa?  hated  by  the  Bobmians.     But  the  Emperor  being 
agajnft  it,  the  Araidukes  Maximilian  and  Ferdinand  fcnt  him 
Prifoner  to  TirJ  by  their  own  Authority.     The  Emperor  how- 
ever went  on  with  the  War,,  but  the  Bohemians  being  much 
more  diligent,  raifed  thirty  thoufand  Men  under  Count  Mans- 
fields  and   took  feveral  Towns  j   upon  which  the  Emperor's 
Troops  entered  the  Country,  and  committed  fuch  Cruelties  as 
^   moved  fcvcral  neighbouring  Princes  and  States  to  pity  the  Bor 
hemiansy  and  intercede  for  them  in  the  Name  of  ^1  the  Prths 
iejiants  of  the  Empire ;  who  alfo  laid  their  Grievances  before 
him,  and  complained  that  he  gave  the  Command  of  his  Army 
to  Strangers,  fworn  Enemies  to  their  Religion,  which  (hewed 
there  was  a  Defign  rather  to  deflroy  them  than  ta  tpitth  their 
Complaints. 

They  made  Appfication  to  feveral  of  the  EleAors  to  endea- 
vour to  procure  an  Accommodation.  But  the  Duke  of  Bava^ 
riaj  who  loyed  to  fifh  in  troubled  Waters,  prevented  it.  The 
Emperor  at  laft  began  to  grow  weary  of  the  War  and  Fatigue, 
and  refign'd  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  to  his  Coufm 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand.  Soon  after  by  his  Grief  for  the  Lofe 
of  the  Archdyke  Maximiliqn  and  the  Emprefs,  he  fell  into 
a  Di^emper,  and  died  the  twentieth  of  March  1619;  leaving 
his  Succeflbr  embroiled  in  a  War  of  thirty  Years  Continuance, 
which  almoil  exhaufted  Germany. 

Thp  Emperor  Matthia^  efpoufed  Ann  o(  jtttjtria^  Daughter 
to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand^  by  whom  he  had  no  Iffue  j  fo  that 
all  Mie  Pains  he  hadbeftowed  in  endeavouring  to  fecure  the  Em- 
pirp  to  his  Pofterity.  were  vain  and  to  no  Purpofe.  But 
he  was  more  fuccefsful  in  his  Endeayours  on  the  Behalf  of 
the  ^rchduke  Perdinand^  whom  he  procured  to  be  eleded 
King  of  Bohemia^  and  afterwards  of  Hungary^  and  thereby 
made  Way  for  his  fucceeding  him  in  the  Empire,  tho'  he 
wias  not  a  little  jealous  of  his  Power  j  ancj  therefore  flipulated 
that  hjB  fhould  not  meddle  with  the  Alfeirs  of  the  Empire 
during  his  Life;  whence  it  may  be  iuftly  affirmed,  that  as 
he  made  it  his  BLfincf3  to  trouble  his  firother^s  Reign  on  the 
Score  of  his  own  Pretenfions,  fo  he  enjoyed  as  little  Peace 
>vhile  he  held  the  Irtiperial  Dignity,    the- Power  of  which 
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lie  laboured  greatly  to  extend,  and  thereby  incneafed  Aofe 
Troubles  with  which  Germany  was  vex'd  in  his  Time,  ami 
inrhich  roTe  flill  higher  after  his  Deceafe,  as  the  Reader  will  fee 
'in  the  Account  of  the  next  K.ci|n. 

Ferdinand  lil.  mounted  the  Throne  at  a  very  critical  Catii- 
jun^re,  and  became  Emperor  of  Germany  at  the  very^Inftant 
almoft,  that  the  Bohemians  determined  that  he  fhould  no  longer 
be  their  King.  They  charged  him  with  the  moft  flagrant 
Breaches  of  the  Laws,  With  violating  the  Privileges  of  bis  Sub- 
lefis,  and  thereby  lofmg  all  Title  to  rule  over  them ;  for  which 
Ileafon  they  folemnly  depofed  him,  and  oflrered  their  Crown  to 
jhc  King  of  Denmarky  the  Duke  of  Saxoy^  and  the  Eledor  of 
Saxony^  who  all  very  wifely  refufed  it ;  but  Frederick  V.  £le6lor 
Palatine,  being  preued  thereto  by  his  Wife,  the  Daughter  of 
"  our  King  Janus^  accepted  it, '  in  hopes  of  being  a^ed  by 
Xeveral  great  Princes. 

But  engiaging  unluckily  in  a  decifive  Battle  with  all  his  Forces, 
he  was  totally  defeated  at  Weijenherg  near  Prague^  on  the  18th 
of  November  1620.  This  Defeat  not  only  coft  him  his  new 
Kinedom,  but  his  Hereditary  Dominions,  which  were  given 
>y  me  Emperor  to  MaximtUan  Duke  of  Bavaria  in  1623. 
The  Protefiants,  afloniihed  at  this  Blow,  began  to  form  a 
Confederacy  for  their  own  Security;  the  Princes  of  the  Lower 
Saxony  alfo  joining  themfelves  to  the  King  of  Denmark^  ven- 
tured to  a£l  openly  againft  him ;  upon  which  the  Emperor's 
General  Count  TtUi  attacked  that  Prince,  and  routed  his 
Forces,  profecuting  his  Vidory  with  fuch  Efiefi,  that  the  King 
pf  Denmark  was  glad  .  to  make  his  Peace  upon  the  belt 
Terms  he  could  obtain  in  1629,  which  were  indeed  very 
indifferent* 

The  Emperor's  good  Fortune  had  an  Effeft  but  too  com- 
mon amongft  Princes,  it  induced  him  to  flatter  himfelf  with 
the  Hopes  of  eredling  an  abfolute  Power  in  Germany^  and 
therefore  thevery  fame  Year,  he  publiflied  an  Edift,  that  the 
Proteftants  fhould  reilore  all  the  Ecclefuillical  Livings  they  had 
feized  fince  the  Pacification  of  Pajfaw^  The  Hiflory  of  thcfe 
Troubles,  and  of  this  War,  is  a  Point  of  the  greateft  Impor? 
tance  towards  a  thorough  Underilanding  of  die  Hiftory  of 
Europe  even  at  this  Day  ;  for  it  changed  the  whole  Face  of  Af- 
fairsy  and  produced  a  new  Syftem,  which  it  is  abfolutely  re- 
quifite  the  Reader  fhould  comprehend,  in  order  to  his  becoming 
Mafler  of  tbofe  Difputes  in  the  Empire,  which  then  engaged 
the  Attention  of  all  Europe^  and  have  never  failed  to  engage 
f hem  as  often  as  they  have  been  renewed  horn  that  Time  tq 
J^is^  which  has  been  in  almofl  every  Reign. 

*  The 


The  Emperor,  mrTio  as  we  before  obfcrved,  had  given  the  Pa- 
latinate to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria^  fuppofed  that  he  had  moft 
dFc^ually  fecured  him  and  all  theTapifts  to  his  Interefts;  and 
he  alfo  thought,  that  by  giving  the  Marquifate  of  Lufatia  to  the 
£Ie£ior  of  Saxony^  he  had  fecured  Jiim  likewife,  and  fo  had  the 
reft  of  the  Proteftants  *  at  his  Mercy.  In  all  Probability  he 
would  (carce  have  been  deceived  in  his  Expe£tations,  if  the  lat- 
ter had  not  called  to  their  Affiftance  a  Prince,  of  whom  he  had 
then  but  litde  Jcaloufy  or  Apprehcnfion. 

They  hdd  for  this  Purpofe  a  general  Aflcmbly  at  Leipjicky  in 
which  after  mature  Deliberation  on  the  diftrefied  State  of  their 
Affairs,  they  came  at  laft  to  a  Rcfolution  of  applying  themfelves 
to  the  King  of  Swedefiy  at  that  Time  the  brave  Gu/lavus  Add* 
phusj  who  had  various  Reafons  to  liften  to  their  Propofals  :  For 
in  the  firft  Place,  the  Imperialifts  had  already  carried  their  Arms' 
as  far  a^  the  Balticky  fo  that  they  were  become  formidable  to  him 
as  Neighbours;  next,  they  had  affifted  the  Poles  during  the 
Time  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  a  War  againft  them,  and  (o 
were  his  Enemies.;  and  beudes  thefc  and  fome  otlier  inferior 
Motives,  as  a  zealous  PrQteftant  he  could  not  be  a  calm  Spec- 
tator of  the  Ruin  of  that  Intcrcft  in  the  Empire.  Upon  thefe 
Motives  therefore,  and  the  Affurances  he  had  received  of  Affift- 
ance both  from  the  French  and  Dutch^  who  with  great  Reafon 
3W^ere  become  very  jealous  of  the  then  exorbitant  rower  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria^  he  determined  to  enter  Germany  with  an 
Army,  which  accordingly  he  did  in  1630,  tho'  that  Army  was 
very  fmall. 

The  Eleftor  of  Saxony  feeing  plainly,  that  his  Ruin  muft  be 
included  in  that  of  the  Proteftants,  fdl  off  from  the  Emperor, 
and  his  Forces  having  joined  the  Swedes^  in  Conjunction  with 
them  attacked. and  dcfeited  the  Imperial  General  Ti'/ff,  in  the 
ifirft  Battle  of  Leipfuky  by  the  Lofs  of  which  the  Emperor  was 
ajt  once  deprived  of  the  Fruits  of  all  thofe  Viftories  which  he 
had  obtained  in  the  Space  of  ten  Years.  After  this,  the  Swedes 
marched  towards  the  Rhine^  and,  as  we  have  fliewn  in  a  former 
Article,  had. all  the  Succefs  that  could  be  expeded;  but  the 
Ele&or  of  Saxony  did  not  profecute  the  War  with  that  Vigour 
which  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  this  gave  the  Imperialifts 
Time  to  recover  themfelves,  and  to  gain  fbme  Advantages  in 
their  turn.  Guflavus  however,  leaving  all  Thijigs  fefe  behind 
him,  marched  dfire£Uy  into  Bavaria,  where  he  attacked  G>unt 
Tilli  at  the  Head  of  his  numerous  Army,  and  arfter  an  obftinate 
Engagement  defeated  it,  chiefly  bv  hisx)wn  wife  Condu^  and 
the  great  Intrepidity  of  the  SweSJb  Troops,  which  were  excel- 
jent,  both  Korfe  and  Foot. 

In 
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III  tbb  Battle  Count  TtIS  was  i^amroxiBj  wounded,  mi  be. 
ing  carried  to  Ingolftadty  died  there  four  Days  afterwards.  The 
Emperor,  whofe  Affairs  were  now  in  a  verf  dangerous  Condi* 
tion,  gave  the  Command  of  his  Armies  to  Count  IValUfteiny 
the  ableft  General  in  his  Service,  who  marched  with  a  new 
Army  into  Bavaria,  in  hopes  of  furprifing  the  Swaks  and  their 
Allies;  but  Guftavus  wifely  entrenched  himfelf  in  a  ftrong 
Camp,  within  a  League  of  Nunmbirgj  where  he  amufed  the 
Imperialifts  till  he  was  joined  by  the  Duke  of  SaxiJFeimarj  and 
General  Baniir,  and  then  divided  his  Army  into  three  Corps, 
niarching  himfelf  towards  Winjbehn.  Wiallefiein  thereupon  pre- 
tended to  move  towards  Bamberg^  but  turned  fliort  of  a  fudden, 
and  marched  back  into  Saxmf.  Guftavus  forefaw  this,  and  by 
very  Jiafty  Marches  came  up  with  them  at  LutziH,  a  final!  Place 
in  SaxMy  between  Leifftck  and  fyieifinftk.  He  would  not 
fight  that  Day,  that  his  Army  might  have  Time  to  recover  thei? 
Fatigue :  but  the  next,  which  was  the  fixteenth  of  Ntfuemher 
1632,  he  gave  diem  Battle,  and  though  in  the  B<^nning  of  the 
A£don  he  loft  his  Life,  yet  his  Troops  obtained  a  fignal  and 
complete  Vi£tory,  which  did  inexpreffible  Honour  to  their 
Courage  and  Difcipline. 

The  Protefbnts  were  fo  much  dge£ted  by  the  Lofs  of  this 
Conqueror,  that  they  began  to  ad  with  leis  Vigour;  but  the 
Swe^Jh  Generals  Horn  zxiA  Banter  continued  to  behave  with 
great  Spirit  and  Refolution,  which  contributed  to  reftore  by  de- 
grees the  Affairs  of  their  Party,  as  well  as  an  Accident  that  could 
fcaroe  be  forefeen,  which  was  the  Neceffity  the  Emperor  found 
himielf  under  of  caufing  WalUfteht,  whom  he  had  made  Duke 
of  Frtdiand,  to  be  aflaffinated,  on  Account  of  his  haviifg  form'd 
.  a  Defign  to  make  himfelf  Mafler  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia \ 
and  as  he  was  an  Officer  of  the  greateft  Reputation  in  his  Ser- 
vice, this  could  not  but  have  a  very  bad  EfFetS  upon  his  Affairs, 
efpecially  at  fo  critical  a  Seafon  as  that  in  which  it  happened. 

The  Emperor  had  declared  his  eldeft  Son  Ferdinand  King  of 
Hungary  in  1625,  two  Years  after  he  was  crowned  King  of  Bo- 
iimta;  and  being  a  young  Prince  of  great  Parts  and  Expe^ation, 
his  Father  put  him  at  the  Head  of  his  Armies,  after  JValleJiein 
had  been  taken  off  in  the  Manner  before  mentioned.  He 
xecover'd  the  Towns  of  Ratisben  and  Donazvert,  and  afterwards 
befieged  Nordlingen\  to  the  Relief  of  which  the  Proteftant 
Princes,  having  join'd  their  Forces  to  the  Swedes^  march'd 
wid)  all  the  Diligence  poffible,  in  hopes  of  reftoring  their  Af- 
^urs  by  the  Defeat  of  that  young  Monarch.  Upon  their  Ap- 
Iiroacb  be  int^ench'd  hi$  Aimy,  raifed  feveral  Batteries  of  Can- 

noil, 
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non,  and  made  the  beft  Difpofitions  poffible  for  giving  them 
a  v^orous  Reception. 

^e  Confederates  however  attacked  him;  but,  after  a  long 
and  obftinate  Engagement,  they  were  totally  defeated ;  the  Im-* 
perialifts  Quitting  their  Lines  as  foon  as  the  Enemy  began  to 
break,. and  improving  their  Advantage  to  the  utmoft,  cut  ofF 
the  greateft  Part  of  uie  Confederate  Army,  and  took  Marihal 
Horn  Prifoner.  This  decifive  and  important  A^lion  happen'd 
November  16,  1634,  and  was  by  far  the  greateft  Defeat  the 
Swedes  had  received  from  the  Time  of  their  enjtering  Ger^ 
many.  The  EiFeds  of  it  were  fuch  as  might  well  have  been 
cxp«£led ;  for  feveral  of  'the  Protefiant  Princes  fell  off  from 
the  League,  particularly  the  Eledor  of  Saxony^  and  concluded 
a  feparate  Peace  with  the  Emperor  at  Prague  in  the  Year 
163s ;  the  principal  Articles  of  which  were,  Thajt  the  Rcfti- 
tution  of  the  Eftates  of  Ecdefiafticks  fhould  be  fufpended  for 
forty  Years ;  that  Magdehourg  ihould  be  re^ored  to  Duke 
Augt{flus  of  Saxony^  and  Halherftedto  the  Archduke  Leopolds  fo 
that  now  the  Emperor  though  he  had  the  Proteftants  once  more 
V  at  his  Mercy,  and  behaved  accordingly. 

The  greateft  Princes  and  the  ableft  Politicians  are  fometimcs 
miftaken  fn  their  Vievirs,  which  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Emperor 
Ferdinand  m.  in  relation  to  this  great  Viftory  gain'd  by  his  Son 
at  Nordllngen.  He  treated  the  Swedesy  and  thofc  that  fiill  rc- 
main'd  firm  to  their  Alliance,  as  abfolutely  within  his  Power, 
and  to  whom  he  might  prefcrihe  what  Terms  he  pleafed ;  wherer- 
a3,  if  upon  fuch  reafonable  Terms  as  they  would  glady  have 
accepted  he  had  made  Peace  at  that  Time,  he  might  certainly 
have  kept  the  Conditions  of  it  only  as  far  and  as  long  as  he 
pleafed.  War  is  a  hazardous  and  dangerous  Thing,  and,  till  it 
is  abfolutely  over,  there  is  no  knowing  who  has  the  better.  The 
Swedes  had  at  that  Time  a  Statpfman,  whofe  Abilities  faved  them 
and  their  German  Confederates :  This  was  Count  Oxenjietm^ 
who  undertook  to  draw  the  French  into  the  Difpute,  and,  which 
was  more  extraordinary,  render  them  firm  and  faithful  in  the 
Profecution  of  it ;  in  which  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the  Em- 
peror findine  himfelf  at  laft  quite  tired  out,  and  his  Subje£b  in 
a  manner  abfolutely  exhaufred,  refolved  to  confept  to  a  Peace 
upon  the  beft  Conditions  that  the  Circumftances  of  the  Times, 
and  a  Train  of  unexpeded  Events,  would  allow. 

The  Swedes,  on  the  other  hand,  were  alfo  much  drfpofed 
to  a  Negotiation,  becaufe  their  own  Armies  being  entirely 
worn  out,  they  had  now  only  German  Troops  under  Swedifi 
Officers  to  fight  their  Battles,  an^  they  knew  not  how  foon 
thcfe  People  might  grow  weary  of  ruining  their  native  Coun- 
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try,  and  fightine  for  them  againft  thdr  G>untr]nnen.  The 
Troubles  that  aoout  this  7  ime  broke  out  in  Fratut^  mide 
that  Crown  likewife  very  inclinable  to  Peace}  which  being 
the  fole  End  and  Aim,  from  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  that 
the  Proteftant  Princes  in  Germany  propofed  to  themfelves,  they 
omitted  nothing  on  their  Sides  that  was  neceflary  to  bring 
it  to  a  fpeedy  Conduiion.  It  was  this  Difpoiition  in  aU 
the  Parties  that  brought  about,  in  1648,  the  famous  Treaty 
of  WeJ^phalia ;  by  which  a  reafonable  SatisfadHon  was  given 
to  all  that  had  been  concern'd  in  the  War,  and  confequently 
a  Foundation  was  thereby  laid  for  a  folid,  lafting,  and  honour- 
able Peace. 

^  As  the  Intention  of  this  hiftorical  Dedufiion  is  to  give 
the  Reader,  from  the  Confideration  of  paft  Events,  a  perfefi 
In%ht  into  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  it  is  abfoiutd^  ne- 
ceflary that  we  (hould  infift  more  particularly  upon  this  Treaty, 
than  upon  any  thing  of  the  fame  Nature  that  has  gone  before  % 
becaufe  it  entirely  changed  the  Face  of  Afiairs  not  only  in  Ger* 
nianyy  but  throughout  3l  Europe.  When  we  fpeak  of  it  gene- 
rally, and  in  its  frdl  Extent,  it  is  called  the  Peace  of  JFeJi* 
pbalia^  tho'  ftriftly  fpcaking,  there  be  really  no  fuch  Treaty 
cxifting  I  and  therefore, ^to  underfhnd  this  perfedUy,  the  Reader 
is  to  obferve,  that  the  Difputrs  with  Sweden  were  firft  r^u- 
lated  by  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Ofnahrug  the  i6th  of  Auguft^ 
1648,  by  which  that  Crown  acquired  certain  Provinces  in  the 
Empire,  a  Seat  in  the  Imperial  Diet,  and  a  confiderable  Sum  in 
ready  Money :  Satisfaction  being  likewife  given  to  the  Eledbr 
of  Brandenburgh  for  his  Pretenfions,  as  has  been  already  Ihewn 
in  the  Articles  of  Sweden  and  Prujjia :  And  at  the  Time  this 
Treaty  was  concluded,  there  was  a  Provifo  inferted.  That  it 
fliouki  be  of  no  Force  till  another  Treaty,  then  negotiating, 
was  likewife  fign'd  and  concluded. 

This  other  Treaty  was  carried  on  at  Munfter  between  the 
Empire  and  France  \  which  was  alfo  brou^t  to  Perfedion, 
and  fign'd  the  25th  of  Oaober  the  fame  Year.  By  this  hA 
Treaty  a  great  Variety  of  Interefls  were  fettled.  The  Emperor 
f^ored  to  the  Eleflor  of  Treve$  all  that  had  been  taken  from 
l^im.  The  Eledloral  Dignity  was  confirm'd  to  the  Duke 
of  Bavaria^  and  he  had  alfo  the  Upper  Palatinate  given  him  i 
Wt  the  Lewer  Palatinate  was  reftored  to  the  Eledor  Palatine  ; 
who,  as  we  have  before  (hewn,  had  been  deprived  by  the 
Emperor,  and  a  new  Eleftorate  was  created  in  his  Favour. 
The  three  Biihopricks,  and  beft  Part  of  Alface^  were  yielded 
^  Prance ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Crown  reftored  a  great 
PartofherConquefts. 

But 
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the  Swedesj  who  would  otherwife  have  over-run  their  CouiH 
try;  and  it  was  bv  this  Means  alfo,  that  the  D^n^i  were  en-^ 
fiiged  to  take  the  ume  Step,  and  to  break  with  the  Swedis  | 
but  he  did  not  live  to  fee  the  Iflue  of  this  War,  dying  of  a 
Confiimption,  occafioned,  as  has  been  (aid,  by  his  Concern  for 
the  Lo&  of  his  elded  Son,  oi)  the  2d  of  Aprilj  1657.  He  was 
in  every  Refpe£b  a  very  wife  and  great  Man^  in  moft  Things 
a  very  fortunate  Prince,  and  if  his  Ambition  had  been  lefs, 
his  Authority  had  been  greater ;  but  the  too  great  Warmth  he 
difcovered  in  Matters  of  Religion^  and  the  Defire  he  bad  to 
extend  the  Imperial  Power  beyond  the  Bounds  prefcribed  to 
his  PredecefTors,  induced  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  the  Em- 
pire  to  take  fuch  Meafures  for  their  Security,  as  in  theEnd^* 
notwithftanding  all  his  Victories,  proved  in  that  Refpefi  very 
cffeaual. 

Leopold  I.  the  younger  Son  of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  HI* 
£d  not  immediately  fucceed  his  Father,  becaufe  he  was  under 
Age;  he  was  originally  intended  for  the  Church,  but  upoii. 
the  Death  of  his  Brother  Ferdinand^  he  was  crown'd  King  of 
Hungary  on  the  25th  of  "June  1655,  and  King  of  Bohemia  oa 
the  14th  of  September  the  lame  Year.  On  the  18th  of  July 
1658,  he  was  cle&ed  Emperor,  and  on  the  5th  of  Aitguft 
following,  was  crown'd  at  Franckfort.  In  the  beginning  of  his 
Reign,  die  War,  which  lafted  fo  long  betwixt  the  Stuedesi  the 
Danesj  the  Poles  and  the  Brandcuburghers^  was  concluded  by  tht  * 
Treaty  of  Oliva  in  1 660,  under  various  Guai'anties. 

A  War  broke  out  foon  after  betwixt  the  Emperor  and  the 
Hungarians^  who  complained  that  their  Privileges  were  in-^ 
iradedj  that  the  G/rOT^7«  Troops  maintained  there  on  Pretence 
of  defending  them,  which  they  were  able  and  willing  to  do 
themfelves,  committed  all  Sorts  of  Violence  and  Cruelty;  that 
the  Hungarians  in  PoiTeffion  of  OflUces  wefe  not  fuitered  to 
diicharge  them  j  that  the  Liberty  of  Religion^  Which  had  been 
allowed  them  by  feveral  Diets,  was  denied^  their  Churches 
taken  from  them,  and  their  Miniftcrs  baniflied,  becaufe  they 
were  not  of  the  Religion  of  their  Prince.  That  the  Nobility^ 
who  ought  to  be  try'd  by  their  own  Judges,  were  brought  to 
anfwer  before  Germans ;  that  tho'  the  Revenue  was  more  than 
fufficient  to  maintain  the  Troops,  yet  they  were  not  paid,  but 
lived  by  Extortion,  or  invading  the  Turks^  who  made  fevejce 
RepriisJs  on  the  peaceable  Inhabitants  of  the  Country. 

The  Grand  Seignior  improved  this  DiffercncCf  and  the 
Emperor  taking  Part  with  the  Prince  of  Tranjilvania^  fet  up 
without  his  Confent,  he  therefore  gave  that  Title  to  Prince 
Jifjjj.    The  Turis  defeated  the  Impcrialifts  at  Clopfmbourgy 

and 
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and  took  Kiwhufel  in  1663,  but  wcr6  routed  at  LeveniSy  whefi 
tbcy  loft  6000  Men ;  and  afterwards  at  St.  Gdtbard^  where 
Acjr  loft  above  the  fame  Number,  and  many  General  Officers, 
which  brought  on  a  Peace..  The  Hungarians  finding  that  their 
Privileges  were  not  reftored  according  to  the  Emperors  Promife, 
being  opprefs'd  by  (j^»w«  Troops,  and  the  Office  of  Ptf&ifiw 
bdn^  aboliihed,  which  had  continued  many  hundred  Years } 
diey  joined  with  the  Tranfihanians  to  obtain  Help  from  the 
Turis.  The  very  Monks  preached  that  their  Yoke  was  cafier 
than  that  of  the  Germens  -,  for  this  InfurreAion  the  Counts  of 
Siriniy  Franppaniy  and  Ntdajli  were  put  to  death,  which  hin- 
der'd  Prince  Kagotskri  taking  Arms  ;  and  Count  Ttkil^  djring 
in  his^Caftle,  juft  as  the  Imperiaiifts  had  invefted  it,  they 
were  left  without  a  Head,  till  young  Count  Tekefy^  who  was 
then  but  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  and  from  his  Priibn  elcaped  to 
Tran/thaniay  came  to  efpoufe  their  Caufe  ;  for  a  bare  Sufpiciofl 
of  being  weU-afFe£led  to  which,  he  had  been  treated  with  much 
Severity. 

He  was  received  by  this  exhaufted  Nation  with  the  utmoft  Joy, 
and  the  Revolt  of  the  Hungariani  became  almoft  general ;  but 
however,  the  German  Forces  in  that  Kingdom  foon  reduced  them 
to  the  Neceffity  of  repining  in  fecret  againft  the  Emperor's  Mea- 
fures,iiiftead  ot  openly  taking  up  Arms,  as  thty  certainly  intended. 
His  Imperial  Majefty's  Thoughts,  which  were  entirely  turned 
towards  the  Settlement  of  his  own  Dominions,  without  the 
leaft  Inclination  to  incroach  on,  or  difturb  his  Neighbours,  were 
called  off  by  the  ambitious  Views  of  a  Monarch  who  fpent  his 
whole  Life  in  difturbing  the  Peace  of  Europi'^  for  in  167a  the 
French  invaded  Lower  Germany,  ind  over-run  mdft  of  the  UniuJ 
Provinces.  The  Eledor  ofTreves  having  no  Force  to  oppofe 
to  thefe  Troops,  was  obliged  to  allow  then!  a  Paflage  through 
his  Dominions.  And  the  Archbiihop  of  C^/sif »^,  and  the  Bifhop 
of  i^«w/7^r,  joined  with  them  in  this  Expedition  againft  their 
Country.  The  Eleflor  of  Erandenburgb  demanded  Affiftance 
of  the  Emperor  to  proteft  his  Duchy  oiQevesj  but  the  French 
over-run  it  before  he  could  procure  any. 

The  French  in  '673  entered  Aljacej  where  they  took  fe- 
veral  Towns,  and  laid  part  of  the  Palatinate  under  Contribu- 
tions. The  Duke  of  Lorrain^  who  commanded  the  Emperor^* 
Army,  would  have  joined  Caprara,  but  was  prevented  by 
M.  Turenncy  which  occafion'd  tlie  ineffeftual  Battle  of  Sin^ 
Jhelm*  The  ElcSor  Palatine  was  fo  much  provoked  at  thf 
ravaging  his  Country,  that  he  fent  M.  7uren$u  a  Challeog^^ 
which  he  yroiild  not  accept,  without  Allowance  from  tb^ 
French  King,  Jits  Matter.      Tliefe  Tljings,  with  the  taking 
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was  depofed,  and  Iris  Brother  fct  up  rn  his  Stead.  T*he  Em- 
peror's good  Succefs  put  him  upon  getting  his  Son,  the  Arch- 
duke yyeph^  crown'd  King  of  Hungary, 

He  went  himfelf  to  Prejburg  upon  this  Occafion,  where  he 
affembled  the  States,  and  told  them,  He  would  have  the  Crown 
made  hereditary.  The  States  took  it  into  Confideration  \  re- 
prefented  their  Grievances  as  ufual,  and  faid  they  were  willing-. 
to  eledi  the  Archduke  ^  but  defired  their  Freedom  of  Eledion 
might  be  continued,  and  that  the  Crown  (hould  not  become 
hereditary :  That  the  German  Troops  might  be  recalled  when 
Peace  was  made  with  the  Turksy  and  all  their  Grievances  re- 
drefled  before  the  Coronation.  '\  he  Emperor  allowed  them 
fourteen  Days  to  deliberate  and  draw  tip  their  Grievances  \.  but 
told  them  he  had  been  at  more  Charge  to  defend  their  Kingdom 
againft  the  Turk$  than  it  was  worth,  ajid  therefore  had  a  Right 
to  look  upon  it  as  one  of  his  hereditary  Countries,  A  ({range 
Infiance  of  boundlefs  Ambition  founded  in  faife  Politicks  t 

There  were  great  Debates  about  this  in  the  Diet  \  and  tount 
Drafc9witZj  the  chief  Judge  of  the  Kingdom,  having  rcpre- 
fented  the  Confequences  of  it,  they  moft  humbly  prayed  the 
Emperor  not  to  make  fuch  an  Alteration  in  their  Confiltutron. 
But  the  Count  being  found  dead  in  his  Bed  fomeDays  after, 
no'body  knew  how,  thofe  of  his  Sentiments  durft  not  mention 
it  any  more.  Some  defired  they  might  be  at  Liberty  to  chufo 
any  fuch  Piincc  of  the  Houfe  oi  Aiijiria  as  they  fliould  think 
fit ;  but  this  was  alfo  rejed^ed  with  Difdain. 

There  were  two  otiier  Points  which  for  fome  tinle  retarded 
the  Coronation  \  the  firft  was,  that  according  to  an  Article  of 
King  Andrew^  Declaration,  any  of  the  three  Eftates  had  a 
Kight  to  oppofe  the  King  when  he  atSled  againft  the  Laws  of 
the  Kingdom^  without  being  guilty  of  Treafon  :  But  the  Em* 
peror  would  not  allow  of  that.  *  The  fecond  was,  that  the  Pro- 
teftants,  who  had  joined  with  the  Court  to  get  the  Crown 
'  made  hereditary,  thought  it  a  proper  Seafon  to  demand  that 
they  (hould  be  maintained  in  their  ancient  Privileges :  That  the 
Cliurches  and  States  which  had  been  taken  from  them  ftnce 
1667  fhould  be  reftored  ^  That  they  (hould  have  Deputies  in 
every  Diet :  That  the  Jefuits  (hould  not  meddle  in  AiHiirs  of 
State,  or  what  related  to  the  Prote(tant  Religion :  That  they 
fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fettle  in  any  other  Place  than  where 
they  then  were  :  And  that  Count  Caraffa^  who  had  got  many 
innocent  People  cut  off  upon  Pretence  of  Plots,  mould  be 
turned  out  of  his  Places  and  the  Miniftry. 

But  the  States  did  aot  think  it  a  feafonable  Time  for  the 
Prot^aiits  to  indft  on  thefe  Things.       And  thus,    on  the 
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<aventy-iiinth  of  December^  the  Klingdom  was  declared  heredi- 
taiy,  and  the  Power  of  the  Prince  became  inafnanncr  abfolutc, 
fe  that  the  People  could  do  nothing  but  figh  for  the  Lo($  of 
their  Liberty :  For  Count  Tekefyy  who  had  formerly  acquired  (o 
much  Glory,  had  feilcd  of  late  in  moft  of  his  Attempts,  and 
was  not  able  to  keep  up  their  Spirits^  or  afford  them  any  pro* 
bable  Hopes  of  Relief. 

The  War  againft  the  Turh  was  ftill  profccutcd  with  various 
Succefi  for  feveral  Years,  notwithftanding  that  the  French  in 
16K9  fell  into  G^;77/7»y  with  a  great  Army,  and  committed 
liich  Outrages  as.  were  inconfiftent  with  the  Laws  of  War. 
Xhis  CondiSa  of  theirs  fo  totally  deftroyed  the  Intereft  thqr 
had  among  the  German  Princes,  that  in  1690  the  Emperor 
procured  his  Son  the  Archduke  Jofefh^  who  was*  already 
King  oi  Hungary^  to  be  ele£led  King  or  the  Romans  \  and  tKe 
Year  following,  the  Turks  were  defeated  by  the  ImperiaUjIs  in 
xtit 'BsLt^t  of  Salankemany  in  which  they  loft  their  Grand  Vi* 
rier  CuperU^  and  twenty  thoufand  Men.  The  War  continued 
'ndtwithftanding,  chiefly  from  the  Encouragement  given  to  the 
Infidels  by  the  French'y  and  the  vaft  Efforts  they  made  in  their 
Favour.  The  Turks  likewife  did  all  that  lay  in  their  Power  to 
ballance  the  former  SucccfTcs  of  the  Imperials/is ',  but  in  1697, 
Prince  Eugene  defeated  one  of  the  moft  powerful  Armies  the 
Infidels  ever  brought  into  the  Field,  at  Zanta,  in  which  deci- 
fivc*A£lion  no  lefe  than  25,000  Turks  periflied. 

The  French  perceiving  that  this  Blow  had  put  it  out  of  the 
Power  of  their  good  Allies  to  do  any  thine  more  for  their  Ser-r 
vice,  refolved  to  get  out  of  the  War  in  1  ime,  and  make  the 
beft  Peace  for  themfclves  they  could  ;  which  they  accordingly  did 
at  Ryfwick^  whereby  they  quitted  all  their  Rc-unions  in  Alface  : 
But  the  Popifh  Religion  was  to  remain  where  they  had  fettled 
it.  The  tledlor  Palatine  wa;  rcftored  to  his  Territories,  on 
paying  200, 000  Livres  per  Annum  to  the  Duchefc  of  QrUansy 
till  her  Prctenfions  Were  decided.  Dinant  was  reftored*  to  the 
JJifliop  of  Liege ;  Strajbourg  refigned  to  France  ;  and  Fort-Kiel^, 
Fribmrgy  Star-fort ^  OldBrifacy  mi  Philipjbourg  rcftored  to  the 
Empire. 

The  Iprencb  were  to  demolifli  the  Fortifications  over-againft 
Hunmngen  and  rort-Lnvis ;  the  Caftles  of  Traerbaehy  £bren- 
burgy  Kimburgj  and  the  Fortrefs  of  Mont-RoyaU  were  to  be 
demoliihed  and  given  to  their  right  Owners.  The  Duke  of 
terrain  was  rcftored  to  his  own  Country,  and  to  Nancy  i 
and  the  Caftles  of  Bltfcb  and  Hamburg  were  to  be  raz^ 
Thfe  Proteftant  Princes  of  the  Empire  gave  in  a  Memorial 
againft  cftablifliing  Popery  in  Alfatiay  becaufe  contrary  to  tho 
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liindamental  Law^  of  the  Empire,  /.  $.  to  the  Peace  of  Religi- 
on made  in  is 88,  to  that  oiWeJipbaUa  and  to  that  of  Nirmguen^ 
which  were  the  Bafis  of  this  Treaty  :  And  that  this  Article  was 
likewife  contrary  to  the  Capitulations  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  the  Romans^  by  which  the  faid  Peace  of  Religion  wa9 
Secured ;  but  this  Remonfirance  was  without  Effed. 

The  Turksy  finding  themfelves  abandoned  in  this  manner  by 
thofe  who  drew  them  into  theWar,and  who  had  more  thanonc$ 
vhinder'd  ^hem  from  making  Peace  upon  reafonable  Terms, 
reiblved  to  accept  the  Mediation  of  the  Maritime*Powers,  and 
to  conclude  a  Peace  with  the  Emperor  and  his  Allies  on  th^ 
beft  Terms  that,  in  their  prefent  Circumflances,  could  be  had. 
Accordingly,  after  ereat  Pains  taken  by  Lord  Paget  and  Mr^ 
(CoUiiTj  who  condu/Sed  th\%  Neeotiation,  on  January  2jS,  1699, 
at  Truce  was  fign'd  for  25  Years  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  Turks  at  Carlqwitp.    The  chief  Articles  of  which  were. 
That  Tranfihama  Ibould  remain  intire  to  the  |)mperor,  but 
the  Province  of  Temfwaer  to  the  Turks :  That  the  Emperor 
fhould  demolifli   Carenfebeis^    Lippa,    Zenwdck^    Berjke.   and 
fiaila^  and  never  re-fortify  them.     The  Hands  of  the  River^ 
$ave  and  Jkforofch  were  to  belong  to  the  Emperor,  but  the  JJk 
of  thofe  Rivers  to  both:  All  Prifoners  tajcen  during  the  War 
ro  be  exchanged,  or  ranfomed  :  No  Prote^flion  on  either  Side  tQ 
be  given  to  Rebels  and  Malecontents ;  7  he  Papifts  in  the 
Turkijh  Territories  were  to  h've  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Re- 
ligion.    The  Czar^  the  King  of  Poland^  and  the  Republick 
of  Venice^  were   comprehended    in  this  Treaty  j  but  Count 
^ekely  was  excluded.     The  Grand  Seignior  made  him,  by  way 
pf  Com penfation,    Pjjnce  of  ff^eddon,  Carenfebeis^  and  Lvgos^ 
"With  their  Dependencies,  that  he  might  fiill  retain  him  in  hi^ 
Intcrefts. 

At  the  Time  the  great  general  War  broke  out  on  the  Score 
of  the  Spanijb  Succcffion,  the  Affairs  of  the  Emperor  Z^a/^i/ 
were  but  in  a  very  indifferent  Gondii ior.     He  faw  plainly, 
^hat  without  the  Affiftar.ce  of  the  Empire  it  was  impoffible 
ifor  him   to  adl  eiFcdually  againft  France \  and  he  faw  at. the 
fame  time,  that  it  would  be  very  difficu't  to  engage  the  Princes 
and  States  of  Germany  in   a  War,  with  which  they  had  no 
farther  Concern,  than  ^s  Philip  V ^  King  of  Spain  had  taken 
l^oflcffion  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan^  which  was  a  Fief  Belong- 
ing to  the  Empire  ;  and  the,  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  Mantua  de- 
claring againft  the  Emperor,  who/e  VafTais  they  were.     Yet  io 
great  an  interefl  his  Imperial  Majefty  had,  that  by  degrees  he 
engaged  all  the  Circles  to  enter  into  the  Alliance  he  had  form'd 
^itb  the  Maritime  Powers,  which  was  brought  to  bear  in  the 
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/ear  1701,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  Empire^  (houldraife 
an  Army  of  izo^ooo  .Men  ;  whidi»  however,  'were,  never  af- 
fembled  but  upon  Paper. 

The  l^ledor,  of  Bavaria  (idcd  with  France  j^  as  did-  alfo  his 
Brother  the.  Elector  of  Cologne:  The  former  arm'd  in  his  own 
I>oininion$,  and  the  latter  admitted  French  Troops  inter  hia 
Towns.  The  Duke  of  IVolfemhuttU  alfo  raifed  Troops  for  the 
Service  of  France  \  but  before  they  were  in  a  Condition  toa<3, 
the  £k£^or  of  Hanover^  our  late  Sovereign,  fiiirounded  hia 
Forces,  and  obliged  them  to  enter  into  the  Imperial  Service  j 
which  was  a  Point. of  very  great  Importance  at  .that  Time,  and 
fo  acknowledged  tp  be  by  the  Emperor.  - 

In  170a,  the  Eleftgr  of  Bavaria  feized  the  City  of  Ulm\ 
The  Arm/  of  the  Empire,  under  Prince  Lewis  of  Saden^  was 
beat  at  FridHnghen  ; .  and  France  tpok  Pofleffion  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lmrain^  $u)d  the  gieateft  Part  of  tfie  \LhiX0T2Xc  oi  Treves. 
In  1703,  die  EleAor  of  Bavaria  defeated  another  Imperial 
General,  made  himfelf  M  after  of  the  City  of  Ratifiony  an(} 
feized  there  ail  the  Minifters  aflemblcd  at  the  Diet  of  the  Emr  ' 
pire.  He  afterwards  made  an  Irruption  into  Tirol^  out  of 
which  he  was  driven  by  the  Inhabitants  :  But  upon  his  Return 
into  Germany^  being  join'd  by  M.  Villars  with  a  Body  of  French 
Forces,  he  defeated  the  Imperialifts  at  the  firft  Battle  of  Hoch- 
Jied^  and  foon  after  made  himfclfMafter  of  Jugfiurg.  This 
Year  alfo  Prince  Ragotjki  raifed  an  Infurre£lion  in  Hungary -y 
and  by  tliefe  feveral  Misfortunes  the  Emperor  was  driven  to  th^ 
laft  Degree  of  Diftrcfs ;  the  Bavarians  being  on  the  Frontiers 
of  his  Dominions  on  one  Side,  and  the  Maleconcent  Hungari^ 
ans  making  Inroads  to  the  very  Gates  of  Vienna  on  the  other. 
In  the  midft  however  of  all  thefe  Difficulties,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
)dky  declared,  in  the  Month  of  Septembery  the  Archduke 
Charles  King  of  ^ain^  by  the  Name  oi  Cl)arles  III.  who  in  that 
Quality,  was  acknowledged,  received,  and  fupported  by  the 
Allies,  the  Court  oi  Vienna  having  nothing  tg  give  but  the  Title. 
In  1704,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  form'd  the  glorious 
Refolution  of  delivering  the  Emperor  and  Empire  at  once } 
with  which  View  he  advanced  with  the  Army  of  the  Ajlies 
into  Suabia^  and  on  the  2d  oijuly  forced  the  Lines  at  SchcL 
lenbergyV/hich  open'd  his  Army  a  Paira|e  into  Bavaria.  On  the 
jyk  of  jiugu/i  following  he  dd^^ted  uie  Bavarians  snidFrencby 
^n  the  fecond  Battle  oiHochJled^  or  Blenheim  ;  in  which^  with 
theLofs  of  about  5000  Men,  he  kili'd  izooocf  tlys'  Enemy, 
look  as  many  Piifoners*  together  with  all  their  Artillery  and 
Baggage;  after  which  he  drove  xh^  French  intirely  out  of  Grr- 
«w«y,  and  returned  with  his  vidorious  Army  into   the  Loiv 

N  4  Ccuntrieiy 


[184] 

Cmntrieu  The  Emperor  wad  no  leTs  fuccefsful  agatnft  the 
Hungarian  Maleoontents ;  fe  that,  as  this  was  the  laft^  it 
might  be  accounted  the  moft  glorious  Year  of  his  Life.  He 
died  at  Vienna  on  the  cth  of  May  following,  in  the  64^1 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  4^h  of  his  Reign.  He  was  thrice  mar- 
ried; firft  to  Margarita  Therefay  Daughter  to  Philip  IV. 
King  of  Spain ;  (econdly  to  Chudia^  Daughter  to  the  Arch- 
duke Ferdinand  his  Coufin ;  and  thirdly  to  EUanwra^  Daugh- 
ter to  t}ie  £le£lor  Palatine^  by  whom  he  left  two  Sons  and 
three  Daughters. 

The  Emperor  ^oftph  who  fuccceded  his  Fath^f,  was  in  the 
Flower  of  his  Age ;  being  at  that  Time  about  Twenty-five^ 
and  a  Prince  of  as  great  Hopes  as  any  in  Europe*  It  was  be- 
lieved, that  at  the  very  Beginning  of  his  Reign  an  End  might 
have  been  put  to  the  War,  by  the  Recovery  of  L$rrain^  and 
entering  that  way  into  France^  and  it  was  likewife  propofed  to 
bring  about  an  Accommodation  with  the  Hungarians.  The 
.former  was  defeated  by  Prince  Lewis  of  BadenH  failing  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough^  whom  he  ought  to  have  join'd  ^  and  the  latter 
came  to  nothing  through  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Malecontents, 
who  tho'  they  might  be  heaten,  could  never  be  humbled. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1 706,  there  happened  a  kind 
of  general  TnfurreAion  among  the  Peafants  in  Bavaria^  out  of 
meer  Loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  at  that  Time  an  Exile  in 
Srance ;  out  it  was  fupprcflcd,  tho'  not  without  vaft  EfFufion 
of  Blood  i  fome  thouiands  being  kill'd  in  the  Field,  and  many 
afterwards  hanged,  in  order  to  terrify  the  reft.  This  only 
ferved  to  iharpen  the  Emperor's  Refentment;  who,  on  the 
firft  of  May^  proceeded  to  put  the  Eledors  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologne  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire.  The  French  not  only 
relieved  Fort  Letvis^  but  alfo  lecover'd  Drufenheim  and  HagUe^ 
nau^  which  they  had^  loft  the  Year  before  j  and  in  the  laft- 
mention'd  Place  they  became  Mafteps  of  a  fine  Train  of  Ai- 
tillery,  which  drew  a  bufpicion  upon  Prince  Letvis  of  Biiderty 
as  if  he  had  left  it  there  for  them ;  but  his  Highnefs  dyin^ 
foon  afterwards,  and  the  military  Afiairs  of  the  Empae  going 
then  rather  worfe  than  before,  convinced  the  World  tluit  he 
had  been  afperfed,  and  the  Loilb  under  bis  Command  owing 
to  Misfortune,  and  not  any  Fault  in  him. 

In  1707,  the  French^  under  the  Command  of  Marfhal 
f'lBarsy  forced  the  Impcrialifb  in  their  Lines,  and  over^ran  all 
SuaUa  and  Wtrtendferg^  railing  moft  dreadful  Contributions^ 
tor  which  that  General  was  ever  famous :  And  it  is  very  highlj 
probable  he  would  have  pufb^d  ftiil  farther  into  the  Empire,  if 
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be  had  not  beea  prevented  by  the  Siege  of  Toulon;  fo  that  none 
of  the  Allies  reap'd  fo  great  Profit  from  that  Expedition  as  the 
Emperor,  who  was  moft  againft  it.  The  Negotiations  with 
the  Hw^ariam  went  on,  but  to  no  Purpofe  \  tho*  the  Mari- 
time Powers  ofFered  their  Mediation,  and  labpured  all  they 
could  to  have  brought  about  a  Peace  on  equitable  Terms. 

In  the  Beginnlne  of  1708,  there  happened  a  Difpute  between 
his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the  Pope,  in  which  the  latter  was  re« 
du^  to  fiibmit  to  fuch  I'erms  as  were  prefcrib'd  him,  and 
amongft  others  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  Archduke  Charles 
in  Quality  of  Kii^  of  Spahty  and  confequently  ofNapUs^  much 
againft  his  Inclination.  In  HandersxhQ  French  were  beat  at 
Oudinardy  and  loft  Lijle  ;  but  the  Arcny  of  the  Empire  was  able 
to  do  nothing. 

Jn  1710,  the  Emperor  propofed  fending  to  that  Army  iiooo 
of  his  own  Troops,  and  to  contribute  a  large  Sum  of  Money 
towards  the  Expenccs  of  the  Campaign;  yet  thefe  Promifes 
were  (b  indifFevently  comply'd  withp  that  the  £Ie£lor  of  Ham* 
ver^  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  Army  of  the  Empire, 
thought  fit  to  return  into  his  own  Dominions.  In  Hungary ^ 
however,  the  Malecontents  were  fo  efFc6lually  beaten,  that 
their  Chiefs  thought  fit  to  retire ;  and  in  all  Probability  an  End 
bad  been  put  to  the  Troubles  in  that  Kingdom,  if  the  Emperor 
had  not  died  of  a  very  (hort  lUnefs,  on  the  17  th  of  April  J  71 1, 
in  the  33d  Year  of  his  Age,  and  at  the  Clofe  of  the  flxth  Year 
of  his  Reign  ;  leaving  by  his  Emprefe,  who  was  a  Princefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Hancvery  no  Male  IfTue,  which  produced  thofe 
Events  which  have  exercifed  the  Politicks  oi  Europe  ever  ftnce. 

Charles  VL  the  late  Emperor's  only  Brother,  and  the  fole 
Heir  Male  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujirlay  was  defied  his  SuccdTor  in 
the  Month  of  ^^ft/?  the  fame  Year,  and  was  crowned  in  De- 
cember following.  By  his  Return  out  of  Catalonioy  he  loft  all 
Hopes  of  recovering  the  Kingdom  of  Spain ;  and  the  Peace  of 
Vtrechty  in  the  following  Year,  put  it  out  of  his  Power  to 
carry  on  the  War  in  the  Low  Countries.  On  the  7,%A  of  Jliay 
1 7 12,  he  was  crown'd  King  of  Hungary  zt  Prejbourgy  and  be- 

fan  to  employ  all  his  Thoughts  on  fettling  the  Succeffion  in  the 
[oufe  of  Auftrioy  in  cafe  he  fhould  die  without  IITue ;  and  in 
finding  out  Ways  and  Means  for  carrying  on  the  War  with 
France.- 

In  refped  to  the  former,  he  declared  the  eldeft  of  his 
Nieces  his  fole  Heirefs  ;  and  in  regard  to  the  latter^  he  march- 
ed a  great  Body  of  Forces  into  the  hm)  CountJies,  \  but  was 
icon  mer  fofced  to  employ  all  his  Troops  in  fecuring  the 
Frontiers  of  the  Empire,  which  were  again  attack'd  by  die 
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lelf  would  not  have  been  at  all  prejudicial  to  his  Intereft,  fup* 
pofing  that  his  Alliances  would  have  fecured  him  efie^uall^ 
even  agaiAll  the  whole  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

He  depended  in  the  North  upon  the  Czarina^  and  herplacir.^- 
on  the  Throne  of  Poland  ^t  prefent  YAngAuguJius  III.  He 
looked  upon  the  Empire'is  declaring  in  his  Favour  as  a  Thing 
ofCouricy  he  depended  upon  the  King  of  Sar/Snia,  and  had 
not  the  leaft  Scruple  about  the  Maritime  Powers*.  Yet  for  all 
this  feir  Profpcft,  that  War  had  very  near  coft  him  all 
hb  Dominions  in  Itafy*  The  Empire  did  indeed  aiSft  him, 
but  unwillinglv.  The  Ele£lor  of  Bavaria  kept  a  kind  of 
armed  Neutrality.  The  Elector  Palatine  defired  to  be  excuied 
from  contributing  to  the  War,  an  Account  of  what  his  Domi- 
nions fuiFered  by  it  In  fliort  all  the  Princes  of  the  Empire 
were  as  flow  as  ever  5  and  fome  of  them  fufpefted.  The  King 
of  SariSnia  entered  into  the  Alliance  againft  him.  The  Dut^ 
took  care  of  themfelves,  by  a  Neutrality,  which  made  it  unfit 
and  unreafonable  for  Great  Britain  to  engage  in  the  War; 
but  after  a  great  deal  of  Blood  fpilt,  and  the  almoft  total 
Ruin  of  the  Countries  contended  for,  the  War  was  conclud- 
ed in  1735,  by  a  Peace  as  favourable  for  the  Emperor  as  he 
could  wdl  expcd. 

He  loft  indeed  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily^  which 
were  given  to  Don  Carlosy  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  made  an 
abfolute  Ceffion  of  his  Country  to  France^  but  then  the  Em- 
peror had  Parma  and  Placentia  in  Exchange;  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  had  Tufcany\  which  by  his  Marriiigc  with  the  Arch- 
duchefs,  was  to  become  part  of  the  hereditary  Dominions  T)f 
the  Houfe  of  Aujiria.  Augujlus  III.  was  left  in  the  peaceable 
PoflefEon  of  the  Kingdom .  of  Poland^  and  France  guaranty'd 
the  Pragmatick  Sanction.  As  foon  as  this  War  was  over,  the  Em- 
peror moft  unaccountably  engaged  in  another  with  the  TUrkiy 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Czarina^  tho'  he  had  no  Quarrel 
with  them  of  his  own  ;  in  which  he  was  very  unfortunate  ; 
and  atlaft,  by  the  Interpofition  of  France j  made  an  indifFerent 
Peace  at  the  Expence  of  Belgrade^  which  was  given  up  to  the 
Infidels. 

He  faw,  when  it  was  too  late,  the  Error  he  had  committed, 
and  the  Confequenees  that  would  attend  it,  againft  which  he 
endeavoured  to  provide  in  the  beft  Manner  he  could;  and 
the  War  which  broke  out  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain^ 
might  poiBU^  have  given  him  an  Opportunity  of  doing  it 
cfFdftually,  if  in  the  Midft  of  the  Political  Meafures  he  was 
taking  for  that  Purpofe,  he  had  not  been  cut  ofFby  Death, 
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after  a  few  Days  Iltneis,  on  the  20th  of  O^ober  1740,  leaving 
behind  him  only  two  Daughters ;  one  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Lorrainy  then  ftiled  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany\  the  other  in- 
tended for  his  Brother  Prince  Charles^  whom  fbe  afterwards 
efpouied)  tho*  ihe  did  not  long  furvive. 

The  late  Emperor  Charles  VL  Father  to  her  prefcnt  Im- 
perial Majefty,  having  had  Time  fufEcient  to  confider  the 
Misfortunes  that  might  arife  from  his  Want  of  Ifliie  Male^ 
in  Cafe  the  Succeffion  in  his  Family  was  not  efiedually  fet- 
tled before  his  Deceafe,  refolved  according  lo  theCuftom  of 
his  Anceftors,  to  publifli  a  Pragmatici  San^iim^  or  perpetual 
£di£b  for  that  Purpofe,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  17 13) 
and  afterwards  proclaimed  with  great  Solemnity  at  Vienna^ 
in  the  Month  of  December  1724 ;  and  on  the  15th  of  Aftff  1725, 
at  Brujf^lsy  that  is,  in  the  Capitsds  of  his  hereditary  Countries. 

By  this  Pragmatick  San£Hon  all  the  Dominions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Anftrta  were  entail'd.on  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  hit  Im- 
perial Maiefty,  the  Archduchefs,  now  the  reigning  Emprefs 
Maria  Tberefa^  and  afterwards  on  her  liTue ;  next,  to  her  Sifler ; 
and  then  to  the  Nieces  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  \  with  due  Pre- 
ference to  the  Heirs  Male.  The  fole  Defign  of  this  Settlement 
being  to  preferve  the  PoflefEons  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  entire, 
this  Succeffion  was  accepted  and  confirmed  in  his  Imperial 
Majefly's  Dominions.  But  as  the  Emperor  very  eafihr  dif- 
cerned  this  Affair  of  the  Succeffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
regarded  not  only  his  own  Subjeds,  but  all  the  Ptinces  of 
the  Empire,  and  indeed  all  the  rrinccs  and  States  of  Eurepe ; 
he  confequentlv  judged  that  it  would  be  necefTary  to  obtain 
their  Confent  likewife,  by  Way  of  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick 
Sanation  before  mentioned. 

It  was  with  this  View,  that  he  took  the  Advantagp  of  every 
favourable  Conjun£hire  th^  oflered,  to  carry  this  Point  with 
his  refpedive  Allies ;  and  was  fo  fortunate  to  obtain,  at  dif- 
ferent Times,  all  that  he  propofed  to  himfdf  from  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe^  vl%.  From  Rujfta^  Swederiy  and  Denmarkj 
ky  particular  Treaties :  From  Spain^  by  the  fJunous  Treaty  of 
Vienna^  in  Confequence  of  the  clofe  Alliance  then  fubflfHng  be- 
tween the  two  Courts ;  From  Gnat  Britain  and  Holland  in 
1731,  in  Confequence  of  the  Emperor's  confenting  to  the 
Regulations  ftipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  SeviBe>  Prom  the 
States  of  the  Empire  affemblcd  in  the  Dx^Xif  RatishoHy  fn  the 
fame  Year:  And  from  France^  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace 
which  followed  the  War  in  Italy. 

.  As  we  have  already  fpoken  particularly  of  eafch  of*  thefe 
Periods,  it  is  not  nficcilary  that  wc  fcould  enter  more  UiTgely 
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abiblutefy  in  the  AfFeftion^r  of  her  Subje6ls)  than  over  thetr 
Peribns.  Her  Government  was  juft,  prudent,  and  gentle  > 
her  Behaviour  firm,  equal,  and  conftant  i  but  the  ^eal  d 
her  Subjefb  was  boundlefs.  She  defired  a  reafonable  Supply 
for  the  Ncceffities  of  her  Adminiftration,  and  they  made  her 
a  read^  Tender  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes.  Leaving  it  to 
the  Wifdom  of  their  Sovereign  to  fettle  as  her  Occafions  rc- 

Sutred,  the  Infbnces  fhe  might  exped  of  the  Sincerity  of 
leir  Ofl^rs ;  and  they  complied  with  her  Demands,  when 
known,  with  that  Cheaifulnefe  and  Alacrity,  which  Shewed  how 
much  they  were  in  eameft,  when  they  made  thofe  warm  Pro«- 
feffions  ot  Duty. 

She  caufed  all  her. Troops  to  be  comples^ted  before  any 
Neceffity  appeared  for  employing  them,  and  it  was  to  this 
wife  Precaution  that  (be  owed  the  Prefervation  of  her  Do- 
minions; for  it  became  quickly  evident,  that  the  Enemies 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  were  refolved  not  to  let  flip  this 
Octafion  of  leifening  the  Authority  of  that  Family,  and  di« 
fturbing  the  Peace  of  Germany.  The  fmgle  Error  committed 
at  this  Time,  was  negle&ing  to  comprife  the  Difputes  witfi 
« PruJJiay  for  if  this  would  not  have  extinguifhed  the  Rancour 
of  other  Powers,  it  would  very  probably  have  hindered  its  Ir- 
ruption. 

The  late  Efedlor  of  Savariay  a  Prince  of  great  Qualities 
and  greater  Virtues,  was  fo  far  mifled  by  his  Ambition,  as 
to  form  immediate  Pretenfions  on  the  Auftrian  Succeffion,  in 
Virtue  of  the  Will  of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  made  in  the 
Year  1543  \  and  of  a  Codicil  added  to  that  Will,  dated  the 
4th  of  February  1547)  in  favour  of  his  eldeft  Daughter  Amt^ 
married  to  Albert  of  Bavaria.  This  Will  was  in  the  Nature 
of  a  Pragmatick  San<SUon  \  and  not  only  the  Spirit  of  that 
Inflrument  was  clearly  in  Favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia^  but  the  very  Letter  of  it  gave  her  a  prior  Right 
to  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria^  if  the  Expreffions  therein  were  ta 
to  be  underflood,  as  to  make  the  Will  and  Codicil  confident 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  pbun  Intention  of  the  Emperor 
to  preferve  the  Dominions  of  his  Family  entire,  for  the  Sake 
of  its  Safety,  Benefit,  and  Grandeur. 

At  firft  it  looked,  as  if  the  Eleftor  of  Mfxvaria  aton<; 
meant  to  conteft  the  Queen's  Title,  under  the  Pragmatick 
San6Hon ;  but  it  veiy  foon  appeared,  that  he  was  not  with- 
out Hopes  of  being  lupportied  by  ioAcr  Powers.  While  this 
Difpute  was  confined  only  to  Paper,  the  King  of  Prujfios 
attacked  Sikfia  in  the  Manner  before  mentioned,  purely,  as  be 
gave  out,  to  fecurc  to  himfelf  what  of  Right  l^ongjed  t9  him« 
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This  Incident  pioduccd  the  War  not  long  fince  ended  j  for  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  refolving  to  defend  her  Terri- 
(ories,  and  looking  upon  this  as  an  I n fraction  of  the  Pragma* 
tick  Sanation,  demanded  on  that  Account,  and  in  Virtue  of 
their  Guaranty,  the  Affiftance  of  her  Allies. 

By  this  Requifition  of  Succours,  an  Opportunity  was  given 
for  the  French  to  interfere;  who  had  it  always  in  their  In  tcrft  ion 
to  fupport  the  Claim  of  the  Eleflor  of  Bavaria^  tho*  they 
were  perplexed  about  the  Manner  of  declaring  it.  His  PruJ- 
fian  Maj^'fty  feeing  himfclf  expofcd  to  the  Danger  of  Icfing  not 
only  what  he  had  acquired  by  his  fuddcn  Irruption  into  Sihjiciy 
but  much  more,  if  Fame  /peaks  Truth,  refoived  at  lalt  to 
take  that  Step  which  hitherto)  he  had  declined  ;  and  on  the 
feventeenth  oi  Augujl  J741,  concluded  with  France  a  T  reaty, 
to  which  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria^  and  the  King  of  Poland^ 
Eledor  of  Saxony^  acceded.  By  which,  it  is  faid,  the  follow- 
ing Agreement  was  made:  viz.  1  hat  the  Kingdom  of  Bohe^ 
mioy  with  Upper  Aujiria  and  lirol^  fliould  be  given  to  the 
EJeSor  of  Bavaria  \  Upper  Silejia  and  Moravia  to  the  Elector 
of  Saxony  ;  and  Lower  Silejia^  with  the  Town  and  Territory 
of  Neifsy  and  the  City  and  County  of  Glatz^  to  the  Kinc  of 
Prujfta. 

As  foon  as  this  Alliance  was  made,  the  French  began  to  be 
in  motion  j  and  his  Britannick  Majefty,  in  Quality  of  EleSor 
of  Hanover^  having  augmented  Iiis  Forces,  and  ihewn  his 
Willingncis  to  affiit  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  as  he  was  bound 
by  Treaty  to  do,  tho'  Ihe  was  then  attacked  only  by  the  King 
of  Prujfta  :  The  firft  Step  that  was  taken  by  the  new  Al<ies, 
was  to  put  this  out  of  his  Power;  in  order  to  which,  the 
French  marched  a  great  Army  into  IVe/fphalia  on  one  Side  of 
the  Electorates  and  at  the  fame  Time  h\&  Prujian  jV^ajcfty 
aflcmbled  a  numerous  Body  of  Troops  upon  the  Frontiers  of 
that  £le<5lorate  on  the  other  ;  which  produced  what  it  was  in- 
tended to  produce,  and  which  indeed  it  was  inipofnblc  at  that 
Seafon  it  could  fail  of  producing,  a  Treaty  of  Neutrality  for 
that  Eledorate  for  a  fmall  Time  only. 

Things  at  this  Junfture  looked  as  if  the  Allies  muft  nc- 
cellarily  have  cdrtied  all  before  them  j  for  the  French^  befides 
their  Army  in  If^ejiphalia^  fent  another  to  the  ^HiiUnce  of  the 
£le6lor  of  Bavaria^  which  enabled  him  to  march  dircdtly 
into  Aujiria^  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Prujfins  and  Saxons 
were  in  the  Field  ready  to  execute  what  they  had  undertaken, 
and  thereby  fecure  the  Shares  that  had  been  allotted  them  out 
of  the  Spoils  of  the  .Houfe  of  Aujiria.  Her  Majefty,  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  in  the  mean  time,  found  ic  rcquifite-  to 
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retire  into  that  Kingdom  from  Vienna^  in  Sight  of  which  her 
Enemies  were  now  arrived  ;  but  in  the  midft  of  this  Diftrefs^ 
than  which  no  Princefs  had  felt  a  greater,  {he  preferved  her 
t'rudenceandFirmnefsofMind,  relyingalways  on  theProte£lioii 
of  the  Almighty,  and  the  Loyalty  of  her  Subjeds,  Refources 
on  which  all  good  Princes  may  well  depend. 

The  Application  of  the  Allies  to  their  Military  Operations^ 
did  not  hinder  them  from  attending  to  another  Point  of  equal 
Confequence,  which  was  the  Eleflion  of  an  Emperor.  The  , 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies  intended  to  have  fet  up  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany^  as  a  Candidate  for  that  fupreme  Dig- 
nity y  but  it  very  quickly  appeared  that  this  would  have  been  at 
that  Conjundure  to  little'or  no  Purpofe. 

The  tcclefiaftical  EleSors  were  inclined  to  the  Duke  of  £a- 
varioy  one  of  them  {viz.  the  Elector  of  Cologne)  being  his 
Brother  3  the  King  of  PruJJia  as  Eledor  of  Brandenburghy  had 
engaged  by  Treaty  to  give  him  his  Vote;  the  King  of  Poland 
2L%^\t&.ox  of  Saxony^  was  under  the  like  Obligation  }  the  Elec- 
tor Palatine  had  entered  early  into  the/e  Meafures  \  and  his 
Britannick  Majefty  as  Eleftor  of  Haruruer^  was  oblig'd  to  a<3  in 
the  fame  Manner,  by  the  Neutrality  which  he  had  concluded, 
for  the  Reafons  before  mentioned.  ^ 

Tl^us  theEle&ion  was  ftcure  :  but  the  Allies  not  contented 
with  this,  were  refolved  that  it  {hould  be  likewife  unanimous ; 
and  in  order  thereto,  they  fufpended  the  Vote  of  Bohemia^ 
which  tho'  prejudicial  to  the  Queen  of  Hungar/s  Intereft,  was 
a  tacit  Acknowledgment  of  her  Right ;  iince  otherwife  the 
Eledor  of  Bavaria^  now  filled  King  of  Bohemia^  might  as 
well  have  voted  for  himfelf  by  that  Title.  This  Scheme  be- 
ing well  laid,  was  attended  with  all  imaginable  Succeis ;  for 
upon  the  24th  of  January  174^,  the  Elcftor  of  Bavaria  wa» 
chofen  Emperor  at  Frankfort y  and  crowned  there  on  the  1 3th 
of  February  following,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  VII,  to  the 
general  Satisfadion  of  the  Princes  and  States  of  Germany. 

The  Joy  of  the  Allies  on  this  Occafion  was  very  great,  but 
St  was  foon  leiTened  by  the  News  of  the  Capitulation  of  Lintz^ 
where  10,000  French  and  Bavarians  had  been  furrounded  by  i 
the  glorious  Count  Kevenhuller.  This  was  followed  by  a  long 
Train  of  Succeffes  in  Bavaria^  by  which  the  Face  of  Affairs 
was  very  foon  changed,  and  the  Queen  return'd  in  Triumph 
to  Vienna,  In  the  Month  of  May  the  fame  Year,  was  fought 
the  famous  Battle  of  Czajlaw^  between  the  Aujlrians  and  Pruf- 
fians^  which  about  three  Weeks  after  'produced  the  Peace  of 
BreJlaWi  between  the  fame  Powers. 

the 
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The  French  that  were  ih  Bohemiiy  having  received  feveral 
confiderablc  Checks,  and  being  deferted  by  the  Frvffians  and 
Saxons^  from  whom,  howfever,  they  had  firft  feparated  j  contrary 
to  all  the  Rules  of  Policy  and  War,  fhut  therhfelves  up  in 
Prague  i  from  whence^ they  afterwards  made  an  happy  Efcape 
under  the  Command  of  Marflial  Belleijle^  with  about  ojnc  fourth 
Part  of  the  Forces  they  had  brought  into  Bohemia.  A  Circum- 
ftancc  that  in  a]|  Probability  will  deter  them  from  venturing, 
at  leaft  \n  our  Times,  to  attempt  the  carrying  into  Execution 
Schemes  of  fuch  vaft  Extent  as  thefe,  which  are  always  liable 
to  Difappointments  \  and  ih  which  Dif^ppoinments  are  not 
barely  fatal  but  irreparable. 

The  fucceeding  Year,  vi%,  1743*  was  no  lefs  glorious  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  /Vllies.  The  Spaniards  had 
invaded  the  Aujlrian  Dominions  in  Italyy  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty  Pbilif  V.  claiming  the  whole  Succeffion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria^  without  fo  much  as  any  plaufible  Pretence^  and  in 
diceft  Breach  of  the  feveral  Treaties  concluded  by  himfelf  with 
the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  at  Vienna y  as  well  as  his  folemn 
Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanation. 

But  the  Queen  oi  Hungary ^  with  the  Affiftance  of  her  un- 
alterable Ally,  the  King  of  Sardimay  defeated  all  the  Attempts 
of  the  Duke  De  Mcntemary  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  for- 
tunate Generals  (before  this  Time)  In  the  Spanijh  Scry  ice -,  and 
aftei-  he  was  recalled^  the  field-Marihal  Count  7rtftt»  defeated,  or 
at  leaft  repulfedjhis  Succeffor,  the  Count  De  GctgeSy  an  excellent 
Officer  like  wife,  at  Campo  Santo.  Prince  Chafles  of  Lorrainy  in 
the  latter  End  of  Jprilbczt  the  Imperialijis  and  French  at  Braunau  5 
and  on  the  16th  of  Juney  his  Britannick  Majefty  gained  the  ^- 
mous  Battle  of  Dettingen,  which  forced  the  French  to  think  in 
earneft  of  abandonning  their  military  Operations  in  Germany, 

In  i  744,  the  French  and  Spaniardt  were  worfted  in  Itafyy  and 
Prince  LeUcjjuitz  drove  the  Latter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^ 
and  Uock'd  up  his  Sicilian  Majefty,  the  Count  De  Gagesy  and 
all  their  Forces,  in  Feletri.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  paffed 
the  Rbine^  and  drove  the  French  before  him  into  Alfacey  till  rep- 
ealled by  a  new  Irruption  of  the  Pruffiam  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Bobemiay  from  whence  upon  his  Return  he  foon  expell'd  them 
with  very  great  Lofs  on  their  Side. 

In  1745  a  new  Treatv  was  made  with  his  PruJJian  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  the  Emperor  Cnarles  VII.  dying  of  a  broken  Heart, 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  compromifed  all  Diffe- 
rences with  the  young  Ele^r  of  Bavariay  his  Son  and  Suc- 
ceflbr*  by  the  Treaty  of  Fuejfen-y  and  on  the  15th  of  Stptem-^ 
hr^  her  ConforC  Francis  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  and  Lorrain^ 
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was  cleftcd  Emperor  at  Frankforty  and  crowned  on  the  4th  of 
Oifober  following. 

In  the  Progrcfs  of  this  glorious  War,  Munich  the  Capital  of 
Bavaria  was  thrice  taken  by  the  Auflriani ;  the  City  of  Prague^ 
the  Capital  of  Bohemia^  twice  recovered  from  the  Enemy,  the 
French  entirely  driven  out  of  Germany^  and  this  Year  out  of 
Italy  J  the  Aujlriam  and  Piedmont efe  penetrated  likewife  into 
Provence  j  fo  that  theScat  of  War  was  removed  from  the  Gates 
oi  Vienna  and  Turin^  into  the  moft  fruitful  Provinces  of  France  \ 
and  the  Republick  of  Genoa^  that  took  part  with  the  Enemy, 
was  now  reduced  to  lie  abfolutely  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  who  was  alfo  M'l&reb  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena^  and  had  it  in  her  Power  to  conquei  thofe  c»f  the  King 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  whenever  (he  plea  fed.  A  Change  fo  furpriz- 
ing  that  it  was  altogether  unfotefeen. 

^ut  as  nothing  is  more  uncertain  than  the  Events  of  War, 
in  the  Year  1747  Affairs  btgun  to  run  retrograde  in  Itay^  and 
the  Succefles  of  the  common  Enemy,  which  had  already  rendered 
them  Mafters  of  a  great  Part  of  the  AuJhianLovu  Coun-ries^ 
ftill  continued,  notwiihftanding  all  the  Meafu  res  that  were  taken 
to  prevent  them.  The  Revolt  of  the  City  of  Genoa  in  the  pre- 
ceding Winter,  wds  the  principal  Caufe  of  all  the  Misfortunes 
that  happened  on  that  Side. 

At  fit  It  this  was  afcribed  entirely  to  the  Madnefs  of  the  Popu- 
lace, the  Nobility  and  the  Republick  pretei  ding  to  adhere  to  the 
Capitulation  they  had  made  with  the  Marquis  de  Botta-j  but 
when  they  were  powerfully  fupported  by  the  French^  who  upon 
this  Occafion  exerted  ihtmfelves  with  all  the  Vigour  imaginable, 
and  at  length  fent  the  Duke  de  Boufflers  to  command  their 
p\)rccs  in  that  City,  it  was  no  longci  necefTary  to  retain  the 
Mafk ;  and  therefore  the  Genoefcy  without  either  Scruple  or 
Ceremony,  refumcd  their  former  Sentiments,  and  not  only 
acftcd  offcnfively  againft  the  Imperiali/hy  but  attacked  ihem 
wh'jnever  Occafion  offered,  with  inexpreflible  Fury. 

It^  was  to  this  Situation  of  Things  that  the  Difappointment  in 
Provence  was  chiefly  owing,  for  tho*  General  Count  £r^Tt;ir  main- 
t::incd  himfcif  in  that  Country  all  the  Winter,  yet  it  was  not 
with.^ot  Difficulty  ;  and  tho*  the  very  important  Fortrefs  of  S<7- 
VG/ia  furrendeicd  to  the  King  of  Sardiniay  and  by  affording  him 
a  fafc  Port  and  a  ftrong  Place,  enabled  that  Prince  to  fend  frc- 
qucHi  Supplies  to  his  own  and  the  hnp«;rial  Troops  that  bad  en- 
tered Franccy  and  notwhhdanding  the  Iflands  upon  the  Coail 
were  reduced,  yet  Count  Brown  found  it  impradicable  to  ex- 
tend his  Conquefts,  or  even  to  reduce  Antibei  for  want  of  a 
proper  Train  of  Artillery,  and  a  neceflary  Quantity  of  Military^ 
Stores,  befoie'tbe  French  were  in  a  Condition  to  a£t  offtnfively. 
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Marflial  BiUeiJle  who  commanded' their  Forces  on  that  Side, 
behaved  with  all  the  Military  Skill  and  Caution  poffible»  and 
did  not  attempt  any  thing  of  Confequence,  till  he  had  acquired 
fuch  a  Superiority  of  Force,  as  rendered  it  utterly  impoffible  for 
Count  Brown  to  think  of  venturing  an  Engagement,  in  which, 
if  he  had  had  the  worft,  it  wouM  not  only  have  been  decifive, 
with  refped  to  the  Army  he  commanded,  but  muft  have  ruin^ 
the  Affairs  of  Italy  entirely.  He  therefore  very  wifely  chofe  to 
make  a  timely  and  prudent  Retreat,  and  having  raifed  the  Siege 
of  Antibes^  repafled  the  Var  in  the  Sight  of  a  much  fuperior 
Army,  without  any  Lo(s  either  of  Troops  or  Credit, 

In  the  mean  time  the  Imperial  Army  \i\  Italy  under  the  Com* 
mand  of  Count  SchuUmberg^  formed  the  Siese  of  Genoa ^  in 
which  he  was  greatly  affifted  by  the  Englijh  I'leet,  which  had 
alfo  contributed  as  far  as  could  be  expeded  to  the  Support  of 
Count  Browrty  while  he  remained  in  Provence,  But  the  Ge- 
noefe^  prompted  by  Neceffity  and  Defpair,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
thoroughly  fupported  by  France^  who  will  be  always  folicitous 
for  the  Safety  of  her  Allies,  when  upon  that  alone  her  own  Se- 
curity depends,  defended  themfelves  fu  obftinately,  that  when 
Marfiial  Belleijle  pafled  the  V,at^  and  advanced  again  into  the 
County  of  Nice^  the  Imferialifts  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
retire,  that  they  might  provide  againft  that  double  Invafioa 
which  the  Enemy  mtditated,  and  which,  as  ihall  be  elfewhere 
fhewn,  was  happily  defeated. 

The  Campaign  this  Year  in  the  Low  Countries^  tho*  it  pro- 
mifed  fair  at  the  Beginning, and  fome  plaufible  Hopes  there  were 
that  Antwerp  would  have  been  recovered,  was  notwithftanding 
very  unfortunate  in  its  Concluiion.  The  French  King  in  Per- 
fon  commanded  his  Army,  and  under  him  thufe  two  great  Of- 
fers who  owed  their  Fame  and  Fortune  to  that  War,  and  to 
the  Manner  in  which  they  conducted  it,  having  the  Addrefs  to 
procure  by  the  King's  Prcfencc  fuch  an  extraordinary  Atten- 
tion to  all  tlieir  Demands,  as  feldom  fails  to  render  any  Army 
vjdtorious. 

They  had  already  ruined  the  Barrier,  and  not  only  taken  but 
d  ftroyed  thofe  important  Fortrefles  which  had  been  confidered 
as  the  Bulwark  of  the  Imperial  and  Dutch  l>rritories,  and  in 
that  Light  were  like  wife  held  of  the  higheft  Confcquence  to 
Great  Britain,  They  now  fell  dire£tly  upon  the  Dutch  Ter- 
ritories, and  having  gained  an  Advantage  over  the  Allies  in  the 
li^lde  oi  Alae/Iricht^  formed  the  Siege  of  Bergen-op-Zoam^  and 
with  a  prodigious  Lxpence  of  Men«  as  well  as  by  improving 
the  fatal  Miftake^  in  the;  Condud  of  the  Dutcfi  Officers,  made 
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themfelires  Maftcrs  of  that  ftrong  Place,  and  gave  fuch  a  Turn 
to  Affairs  oh  that  Side,  as  made  a  Peace  very  deftrable. 

There  had  been  a  Negotiation  for  that  Purpofe  at  Breda^  in 
which  however  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was 
much  in  eafneft.  But  notwith (landing  this,  towards  the  Clofe 
of  this  Year,  the  Courts  of  Verfaillts  and  Madrid  feemed  to 
change  their  Sentiments,  and  finding  all  their  Efforts  for  divid- 
ing the  Allies,  and  making  a  feparate  Peace  ineffedual,  they  be- 
gan to  think  in  Reality  of  refloring  the  general  Tranquility, 
which  was  now  become  to  the  full  as  requifite  for  them,  as  for 
thofe  whom  they  had  forced  into  a  bloody  and  expenfive  War, 
in  fupport  of  publiclc  Faich  and  the  Liberties  of  Europe. 

Before  thcfe  pacifick  Mcafures  could  be  put  into  a  regular 
Train,  it  was  requifite  to  provide  for  the  Continuance  of  the 
War,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  might 
perceive,  that  theHoufeof  Aujtria  and  her  Allies  were  in  a  Con- 
dition to  infift  upon  reafonablc  Terms,  and  to  expefl  that  this 
ruinous  and  expenfivcWarfhould  not  end  in  a  precarious  and  ill- 
concerted  Pacification.  At  leaft  this,  which  would  have  been  a 
very  right  and  prudent  Meafure,  was  very  (Ironglv  given  out,and 
many  Engagements  mentioned  as  entered  into  ror  this  falutary 
Purpofe,  neither  isitimpoifible  thatthefe  Suggeft  ions  were  of  Ufc. 

With  this  View  a  Convention  was  actually  figncd  for  aifem- 
bling  afprmidable  Army  inthe  Lovj  CountruSy  which  might  pro- 
cure Time  for  a  Body  of  RuJJian  Auxiliaries  to  make  the  long 
March  neceffary  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  Scene  of  A£tion, 
and  afford  thereby  a  moral  Certainty  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
/r^^rA  Conquefts,  or  even  giving  a  new  Turn  lo  Affairs  on  the 
Side  where  jhey  had  hitherto  gone  worfl,  and  where  any  Turn 
once  given  muft  have  thrown  the  Concerns  of  the  Hoiife  of 
Bourbon  into  the  grcateft  Confufion.  But  notwithflanding  this 
Convention,  the  French  knew  how  to  profit  by  their  immediate 
Superiority,  and  taking  the  Field  earlier  than  could  be  expected, 
by  a  lucky  Temerity  invcfled  the  Fortrefs  of  Maejiricht  before 
the  Allies  were  in  a  Condition  to  offer  them  Battle. 

Affairs  in  Italy  however  were  more  upon  an  Equality,  and 
tho'  the  Duke  de  Richlieu  commanded  the  Succours  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  in  the  Room  of  the  Duke  of  Boufflers^  which  were 
very  confideraHy  reinforced,  yet  the  Ipiperiai  Generals  in  Italy 
threatened  the  Dominions  oi  Genoa  with  another  invafion,  and 
that  Capital  with  a  frefh  Sjege.  It  is  true  that  yidnAizV Belleijle 
on  one  Side  made  fuch  Difpofitions  in  the  County  of  Nice^  as 
feemed  to  foretcl  a  frcfh  Irruption  into  the  5/2r^//w/tf»  Territo- 
ries ;  and  on  ihe  other,  the  Motions  of  his-  Sicilian  Majcfly's 
Troops  on  his  Frontiers  loukcd  as  if  he  w«iS  inclined  to  aiSfl  the 
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Genoefi ;  but  then  his  Sardinian  Majefty  was  in  aO>nditio9  «a 
ftop  the  Progrefs  of  the  French^  and  there  were  juftReafons  to 
believe  that  the  King  of  the  Two  SicilUs  would  hardly  commit 
another  Breach  of  that  Neutrahty,  which  had  hetn  obtained  for 
his  Dominions  by  the  Intereft  of  his  Polijh  Majeftv. 

The  Negotiations  for  the  general  Peace,  agreeable  to  what  has 
been  before  intimated,  were  opened  as  early  as  the  Campaign, 
at  Aix-la-ChapelU  \  and  tho'  the  Houfe  oi  Bourbon  and  its  Allies 
had  not  acknowledged  the  Emperor  in  that  Quality,  and  for  this 
Reafon  oppofed  the  admitting  an  Imperial  Minifter  at  Bnda  ; 
yet  now  chat  Scruple  was  no  longer  infifted  upon,  and  the  Count 
de  Kaunitx  Ritthirg  in  Quality  of  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  affifted  at  this  Congrefs  \  to  which  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  fent  on  the  Part  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain^  the  Count  de  Chavannes  for  the  King  of  Sardinia ,  and 
Count  Benttncky  with  four  other  Plenipotentiaries,  from  the 
States  \  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  entrufted  the  Care  of  his  In- 
terefts  with  the  Count  de  St.  Severin  d*Jrragon  \  the  Plenipoten* 
tiary  of  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  Don  Jaquesde  Soto  Majors 
and  the  Duke  olModena  and  the  Republick  of  Genoa  fent  their 
Plenipotentiaries  alfo* 

Things  went  very  leifurely  there  at  firft,  but  the  Siege  of 
Maeflricht  being  pu{hed  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner  by  Mar- 
ihal  Saxti  who  is  fajd  to  have  fluttered  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of 
over-running  Holland  before  the  Rujftans  (notwithftanding  the 
boafted  Expedition  of  their  March)  could  join  the  Allies ;  quick- 
ened the  Pace  of  the  Plenipotentiaries,  and  that  to  fuch  a  Degree 
as  to  produce  the  Plan  ot  a  general  Peace  under  the  Title  of 
Preliminaries,  which  were  figned  very  unexpeftedly  April  the 
3Qth  1748,  N-  S.  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of //j«f^.  Great  Bri^ 
tain^  and  Holland^  to  which  their  refpedive  Allies  thought  pro- 
per foon  after  to  accede. 

There  were  indeed  fome  Exceptions  taken  at  the  Manner  in 
which  this  great  Affair  was  concluded,  as  well  as  to  the  Matter 
of  the  Preliminaries;  but  upon  the  whole,  as  the  NecefTity  of 
this  Meafure  at  that  Jundure  excufed  the  former,  To  the  Ad- 
vantages that  were  expe£ied  from  the  reftoring  publick  Tran- 
quility, were  in  the  End  judged  a  fufficient  Equivalent  for  the 
latter  ;  and  therefore  the  Negotiations  of  Peace  proceed<:d,  and 
a  Ceflation  immediately  took  place  in  the  Low  Countries^  as 
the  March  of  thq  Ruffian  Auxiliaries,  who  by  this  Time  ha4 
reached  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire,  was  on  the  fameAccount 
likewife  fufpended. 

In  Italy^  by  the  Dilatorinefs  of  the  Genoefe^  arifmg  from 
fbme  Caufe  hitherto  concealed,  the 'Operations  of  the  War  ftill 

O  4  went 


' [    200    ] 

went  on,  till  that  Republick  found  fufficient  Reafon  to  repent 
her  languid  Manner  of  acting,  and  toclainn  the  Benefit  of  thofe 
Preliminaries  which  (he  feemed  to  accept  with  Relu6)ancy ;  in 
this  Situation  Things  continued  for-  about  five  Months,  not- 
withftanding  fomc  Impatience  cxprefTcd  by  the  Publick,  for  the 
Delay  of  a  Blcfling  which  they  expected  with  fo  much  Ardour. 
Yet  if  we  confidtr  how  many  Difficulties  there  were  to  geiover^ 
what  a  Variety  of  Interefts  to  reconcile,  and  bow  hard  it  mufl 
have  been  to  make  the  particular  Schemes  of  ceitain  Courts 
bend  and  give  way  to  a  general  Syftem  caiculatcrd  for  the  com- 
mon Advantage,  we  (hall  rather  wonder  at  their  Expedition  than 
entertain  a  Doubt  that  any  Time '  was  loft.  The  Defeiifive 
Treaty  was  figned  OSfober  i8ih  1748,  and  was  concluded  in 
the  fame  Manner  with  the  Picliminaries,  that  is  to  fay,  France^ 
Gnat  Britain^  and  Hdlandy  as  being  now  mofl  intercftcd,  were 
the  only  contradling  Parties,  and  the  reft  of  the  Powers  at  War 
acceded  thereto. 

This  Method  proved  very  agreeable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna^  where,  notwithflanding  all  that  had  been  fuf- 
fered  by  the  War,  and  all  the  Evils  that  were  to  be  feaied  from 
the  Continuance  of  it,  the  Sacrihces  to  be  made  by  this  Peace 
made  it  relifh  but  indifferently.  It  was  particularly  thought  hard, 
that  as  the  Peace  itfelf  was  to  be  purchafcd  by  an  Eftablifbment 
for  the  Royal  Infant  Don  Philips  at  the  Expence  of  the  Em* 
prefs  Queen,  (he  (hould  alfo  be  obliged  to  adhere  to  thofe  Ceffi* 
ons  that  were  made  by  the  Treaty  of  ff^orms  purely  to  avoid 
this  Neceffiiy,  and  to  prevent  the  giving  any  fuch  Equivalent. 
But  tho'  at  Hrft  Sight,  and  more  elpecially  upon  the  View  of  a 
certain  Paper  made  publick  upon  this  Occafion,  there  ftems  to 
be  great  force  and  Weight  in  this  Objcftion  j  yet,  when  tho- 
roughly weighed  and  candidly  con fidered,  it  will  not  peihaps  to 
impartial  Judges  appear  fo  conclufive  as  to  induce  an  Opinion, 
that  her  imperial  Majefty  departed  in  the  leafV  cither  from  her 
Dignity  or  her  true  Intcreft  in  comj^lying  with  it. 

For  as  to  the  Etlabiifhment,  the  real  Expediency  of  granting 
it  was  altogecher  independent  of  the  Treaty  of  IVormsy  io  far  as 
regarded  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  to  whom  certain  Ceffinns  were 
made  by  that  Treaty,  and  who  was  to  fufFrr  by  this  as  well  as  her 
Imperial  Majefty ;  on  the  other  Side,  his  Saruinian  Majefty  hav- 
ing complied  with  his  Stipulations  in  that  Treaty,  and  by  this 
Means  contributed  to  the  great  SuccefTe^' in  Itafy^  had  from 
thence  a  very  clear  Title  to  the  Advantages  derived  to  him 
from  that  Treaty,  more  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered  how 
deeply  his  Dominions  had  fuffeicd  during  the  Courfe  of  the 
War,  into  which  he  had  entered  merely  from  a  Principle  of 
publick  Spirit,  and  out  of  which  be  might  at  any  Time  have 
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extricated  himrelf  with  equal,  not  to  fay  greater  Advadtag^ 
tbao  he  was  to  reap  by  this  Definitive  Treaty. 

But  having  now  deduced  Things  as  low  as  can  be  ex« 
pefted  in*  this  Chapter,  we  (ball  conclude  it  by  taking  a  (hort 
View  of  the  Alterations  made  by  this  Definitive  Treaty,  in 
refped  to  the  PoiTeffions  of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages in  confideration  of  which  thofe  Alterations  were  ad* 
mitted  ;  for  this  being  done,  we  fhall  have  a  diftin£l  Idea  of 
the  prefent  State  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  with.Refped  to  its 
Power  and  Influence,  and  be  from  thence  in  a  better  Condition 
to  judge  of  its  true  Interefts  in  Time  to  come.  In  the  firft 
Place  then  we  are  to  obferve,  that  by  the  twenty-fecond  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Definitive  l>ea(y,  the  Duchy  of  Silefta  and  the 
County  of  Glaix  are  guarantyed  to  his  r ruffian  Majefty  by 
all  the  contracting  Parties  ;  which  however  is  not  to  be 
confidered  as  an  original  Copceffiori  by  this  Treaty,  but  as 
a  Confirmation  of  what  had  been  yielded  to  him  by  her  Im- 
perial Majefty  in  former  7  reaties,  and  more  efpecially  by  that 
of  Drefden. 

'Ry  the  thirteenth  Article,  her  Imperial  Majefty  ftipulatedto 
reftore  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  modena^  the  Fieiii 
he  ppflefied  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary ;  which  was;ilfo  no 
new  Conceffion,  but  a  bare  Reftitution  of  what  her  Imperial 
Majefty  had  feized,  upon  that  Prince's  entering  into  a  War 
againft  her.  By  the  twelfth  Article,  her  Majefty  confirmed  to 
the  King  of  Sardinia  the  Ceiiions  formerly  made  him,  as  well 
as  thofe  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  fVorms  in  the  Year  1743  a 
and  this  iikewife  was  no  new  Conceffion  by  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  but  a  Confirmation  of  what  was  yielded  before. 

In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  Articles,  her  Imperial 
Majefty  confcrnted  to  reftore  the  Duchy  of  Modena^  and  all  its 
D.  pendencies,  to  the  Duke  its  lawful  Sovereign  ;  and  undertook 
to  give  the  fame  Prince  Satisfadion  for  his  Rights  to  certain  al- 
lodial Eftates  in  the  Duchy  of  Guajlalla  \  and  all  thefe  except 
the  laft,  which  was  a  Point  of  Equity,  ace  barely  RV:ftitution89 
as  is  alfo  what  is' farther  ftipulated  in  the  fame  Articles  with 
refpedto  the  Rcpublick  oiGtnoa, 

Butin  the  fevench  Article,  her  Imperial  Majefty  makes  an  en- 
tire Ceffion  of  the  Duchies  oi  Parma ^  Placentia^  and  Guajlalla^ 
to 'the  Infant  DonPhiiip^  to  beheld  by  him  and  the  Heirs  Male 
of  his  Body  born  in  Marriaee,  till  fuch  Time  as  he  or  his  De* 
fcendants  Ihall  obtain  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Twa 
Sicilies^  or  of  Spain^  when  thofe  Duchies  are  to  revert  to  their 
former  Pofleflbrs,  and  confequently  except  what  was  formerly 
granted'  to  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  to  the  Emprefs  Queen  or  to 
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her  Defcendents.  This  b  the  greats  one  may  fay  the  only  Con- 
ceffion,  that  for  the  Sake  of  Peace  and  the  Reftitution  of  the  great 
Towns,  ftrongFortrefTes^and  large  Diftrids  that  had  been  taken 
from  her  io  the  Low-Countries^  her  Imperial  Majefty  has  made. 

How  far  thefe  Ceffions  infringe  the  Settlement  of  the  ^ft^r/tf» 
Territories  by  the  Pragmatick  Sandion,  and  in  what  Degree 
the  Lois  of  them  aiFe£ls  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  in 
Italy ^  will  be  (hewn  in  another  Place  \  let  us  obferve  ac  prefenc, 
that  thefe  Ceffions  are  but  temporary,  and  that  the  fame  Gua- 
rantees which  fecyre  theEftabliihment  of  the  Royal  Infant  Don 
Philipy  fecure  likewife  the  Reverfion  of  this  Eftabliihment  to 
the  Kmprefs  Queen,  or  to  her  Heirs ;  we  may  likewife  venture 
to  allert,  without  pretending  to  the  Gift  of  Prophecy,  that  the 
recovering  the  PofTeffion  of  thofe  Countries  will  be  then  effe&- 
cd  without  involving  Europe  in  a  new  War. 

As  to  the  Advantages  which  arife  to  her  Imperial  Majefly 
and  her  Auguft  Houfe,  from  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix-la- 
CbapeUij  we  are  firft  to  reckon  the  Acknowledgment  of  his  Im- 
perial Majefty  in  that  Quality,  tho'  ftridily  fpeaking  this  was  an 
r)flFed  of  the  Preliminaries  ;  we  may  next  give  place  to  the  fe- 
cond  Article,  by  which  the  Treaties  of  IVeftphalia^  Nimeguen^- 
Ryfwicky  Utrecht  J  Baden  j  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  the  Treaty 
of  fV^ffffir,  are  renewed.  By  the  fixth  Article  it  is  ftipulated, 
that  all  theConquefts  made  by  the  French  in  Flanders  fliould  be 
reftored ;  and  by  the  twcnty-firft  Article,  the  Pragmatick  Sanc- 
tion made  by  the  )ate  Emperor  Charles  VI.  April  19th  171 9>  is 
again  moft  folemnly  guarantyed  by  all  the  contracting  Parties^ 
except  in  the  Alterations  made  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  itfelf. 

On  the  whole  therefore  it  appears,  that  confidering  the  high 
Demands  made  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  the  formidable 
Alliance  by  which  thofe  extraordinary  Demands  were  fupport- 
ed,  and  the  Backward uefs  fhewn  by  feveral  Powers  (exdufive 
of  thofe  whoaftually  attacked  the  Queen  of  Hungary)  to  main- 
tain their  Guaranties  of  the  Pragmatick  Sandion,  that  the 
Power  of  the  moft  Auguft  Houfe  ot  Aujiria  has  not  fuffered  any 
confiderable  Diminution ;  and  if  we  reflect  upon  procuring 
the  Imperial  Crown  for  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany^  and  the 
conciliating  the  AiFedtions  of  the  Hungarian  Nation,  we  (hall 
run  no  Hazard  of  being  refuted  if  we  aflert,  that  its  Luftre  and 
Credit  were  rather  augmented  than  diminiOied  ;  and  how  cava- 
lierly foever  this  Remark  when  firft  made  was  treated,  the  Con* 
fequences  have  fincemade  the  Truth  of  it  very  evidently  appear. 

it  will  pafs  with  fume  for  a  high  Piece  of  Imprudence  to 
add  any  thing  farther  upon  this  Sutjed  ;  but  as  the  profefled 
Defign  of  this  Work  is  to  ftiew,  tnat  human  Prudence  alone 
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is  veiy  capable  of  penetrating,  in  fome  Degree,  into  future 
Events,  we  will  venture  to  own  it  is  in  our  Opinion  highly 
prpbable,  that  the  Eftabli(hment  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  will, 
within  the  Compafs  of  the  prefent  Age,  grow  more  folid,  and 
become  more  firmly  rooted,  than  ever  it  has  been  efteemed  in 
our  Times ;  and  will  confeauently  have  a  ftronger  Influence, 
as  it  muft  sdways  retain  the  iame}Intereft  in  fupporting  the  Bal-^ 
lance  of  Power  in  Europe^  upon  which  its  Fame  and  Authority^ 
and,  what  is  flill  more,  its  Safety,  will  always  depend.  In  fay^* 
ing  this,  we  oblige  ourfelves  to  a£ign  the  Reafons  of  this  Opi-* 
nion;  for  in  political  Treatifes  nothing  is  to  be  aflerted 
from  Motives  that  muft  be  concealed  :  Such  as  predid):  Things 
firom  their  Knowledge  of  what  was  formerly  ftiled  Occult 
Philofophy,  claimed  a  Privilege  of  this  Sort ;  but  no  fuch  Claim 
will  ever  be  put  in  by  any  one  who  either  is,  or  believes  him* 
felf  to  be  a  Politician. 

There  are  then  three  Caufes  that  have  led  us  to  this  Aflertion  ; 
we  will  firft  ftate  them  freely  and  £urly,  and  then  leave  the 
Reader  to  approve  or  cenfure  them  as  he  thinks  fit.  In  the 
firft  Place,  it  is  highly  likely  that  the  Guaranties  contained  in 
the  Definitive  Treaty  will  be  pun£lually  performed,  and  that 
for  many  Reafons  ;  let  us  only  mention  a  few :  The  Breach  of 

Srood  Faith  in  that  refpe£l  was  attended  with  fuch  fatal  Con- 
equences  in  the  laft  War,  that  it  will  teach  the  Statefmen  in 
all  Courts  and  Countries,  to  difcern  that  nothing  great  or  good 
can  flow  from  fuch  a  Condudl.  The  Parties  are  reciprocally 
interefted,  and  aoy  Chicanery  upon  one  Point  of  the  Guaranty 
would  afford  a  Precedent  fatal  to  the  whole;  and  therefore  tho* 
there  may  be  Courts  not  over  tender  of  the  Concerns  of  their 
Neighbours,  they  will  neverthelefs  be  unwilling  to  take  fuch 
Meaiures  as  in  their  Confequences  may  be  dangerous  to  their 
own.  It  is  not  improbable  that  certain  Powers,  whofe  Good- 
will in  the  Performance  of  their  Stipulations  there  is  moft  Rea- 
fon  to  fufpe£l,  may  have  the  firft  Occafion  to  recur  to  the  gene- 
ral Guaranty  in  this  Treaty,  for  their  own  Security.  More 
might  be  advanced  upon  this  Subje£l,  but,  to  the  Intelligent^ 
what  has  been  already  faid  will  certainly  be  fuflicient. 

The  fecond  Caufe  is  this,  That  their  Imperial  Majefties  have 
a  numerous  IfTue,  and  as  thefe  Princes  and  Princeflfes  grow  up^ 
they  will  certainly  contract  Alliances  by  Marriages,'  that  can- 
not but  ftrengthen  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Juftria  exceed- 
ingly ;  and  this  is  fo  fair  a  Profpedl,  that  whoever  confiders  it 
attentively,  and  compares  it  with  the  different  View  in  which 
that  Auguft  Houfe  was  confidered  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
prefent  Century^  as  well  as  with  the  Light  in  which  another 
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Houfe  at  prefent  ftands ;  whoever,  I  fay,  coolly  and  attentively 
contemplates  this,  cannot  fail  of  perceiving,  that  we  have  not 
gue&d  at  random. 

The  third  Caufe  b,  the  Difcovery,  that  this  laft  War  has 
made  of  the  real  and  inherent  Strength  derived  to  this  illuftri- 
OQS  Family  from  its  hereditary  Dominions,  and  the  new  Turn 
that  this  has  given  to  the  Politicks  of  the  Court  of  Viinnoy 
where  no  longer  regarding  the  antiquated  Maxims  of  thofe 
who  would  make  the  Cuftoms  of  former  Ages,  whether  rea- 
Ibnable.or  not,  the  Laws  of  the  prefent,  it  is  now  thought 
Kecefiary  to  employ  Men  in  the  Cabinet  for  their  Abilities,  for 
the^  military  Virtues  in  the  Field,  and  for  their  eminent  Inte- 
pky  on  the  Bcnchesrof  Jufticc,  where  the  Piety  of  their  Impe- 
rial Majefties  heightens  the  Luftre  of  their  fecular  Statiotis, 
and  where  their  own  Examples,  in  Point  of  Virtue,  Vigilance,^ 
and  Clemency,  merit  the  univerfal  Approbation  and  Applaufe 
6f  their  Subjeds,  and  feem  to  have  attradled  the  Biefiing  of 
<5od  upon  their  CounfeJs,  and  that  in  a  Degree  very  confpi- 
cyous  even  to  the  People  of  this  Age,  who  amongft  all  their 
numerous  Follies,  are  not  juftly  chargeable  wiih  Credulity,  at 
kaft  upon  this  Head. 

After  fo  ample  Detail  as  this,  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftriay  from  the  Time  of  its  becoming  poffeffcd  of  the  Im- 
perial Scepter,  down  to  the  prefent,  we  are  next,  according  to 
our  Plan,  to  confider  its  Interefts  ;  and  thefe  will  fall  natural* 
ly  under  five  feveral  Heads.  The  Firft,  in  regard  to  the  Im- 
perial Dignity*  fo  happily  reftored  to  this  auguft  Family  }  and 
what  we  have  to  fay  U|>on  this  Head,  may  be  reduced  within 
a  very  narrow  Cofnpafs.  As  it  is  the  Intereft  of  t^ie  Princes 
and  States  of  the  Empire,  for  preferving  a  Bulwark  againft 
the  Infidels,  a  proper  Ballance  of  Power  againft  France^  and 
the  Tranquility  of  Gtrmany^  to  continue  die  fupreme  Power 
in  this  Family ;  fo  on  the  other  Hand,  it  is  certainly  the  In* 
tereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  while  pofieiTed  of  the  Imperial 
Dignity,  to  maintain  the  Freedom  and  Independence  of  the 
Empire,  together  with  the  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  all  iu 
Members. 

This  Condud  can  alone  fecure  to  that  Houfe  the  Support 
of  the  Empire  upon  all  Occafions,  and  which  though  from  paft 
Experience  Politicians  may  poffibly  confider  as  a  Thing 
rather  of  Shew  than  Confequcnce,  yet  it  may  beconye  of 
s^jy  great  Efficacy  and  Importance.  For  as  the  InterefVs 
of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  are  always  the  fame,  fo  if  they 
were  conftantly  and  firmly  united,  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  Germanick  Body  would  be  always  an  Equal,'  if    not  an 
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Over-match  for  France,  without  the  Ailiftance  of  any 
Power  whatever. 

A  gentle  and  mild  Adminiftration  therefore,  that  may  coi! 
ctUate  the  Hearts  of  the  German  Princes,  fo  as  to  brinfi 
to  feel  juft  and  warm  Sentiments  of  their  own  Intereft,  will 
be  the  moft  eafy  and  expeditious  Means  of  inducing  them 
to  confide  in  and  pay  a  proper  RefpeiS  and  Duty  to  the  Head 
of  the  £mpire>  will  detach  them  from  France^  and  from  every 
other  Foreign  Power,  none  of  which  ever  had  or  can  have  any 
any  Influence  over  them,  but  from  their  real  or  imagin^iry 
Appreh(;niions  of  the  Ambition  and  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlria. 

This  once  removed,  the  Emperor  would  become  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  formidable  Prince  in  Europe,  that  is,  confidered 
in  a  defenfive  Light,  if  attacked  without  Reafon  or  juft 
Provocation,  and  would  therefore  be  revered  by  his  Neighbours, 
inftead  of  being  dependent  upon  them  \  and  be  capable  of  pro- 
teding  his  Allies,  without  ever  falling  under  the  NeceiSty  of 
feeking  beyond  the  Limits  of  Germany  for  any  Ailiftance. .  At 
prcfent  this  will  to  many  appear  a  DccSlrine  very  ftrange  and 
'  improbable  ;  but  to  fuch  as  examine  carefully  and  attentively, 
it  muft  feem  very  juft  and  reafonable,  and  at  the  fame  time  nd 
lefs  eafy. and  pradicable. 

The  Emperor  by  his  Prerogative  has  many  Opportunities 
to  benefit  and  oblige  moft  of  the  Princes  and  States  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  can  always  defend  and  protect  them.  This  Power 
-  therefore,  wifely  and  feafonably  exerted,  may  fuffice  .to  bring 
about  all  that  1  alledge  might  be  expected  from  it;  in  the  mean 
time  I  defire  it  may  be  underftood,  that  I  do^  not  fpeak  ab- 
folutelv,  but  conditionally.  I  do  not  fay  this  will,  but  affirm 
only  that  it  may  very  well  happen,  of  which  the  Reader  muft 
be  convinced  when  he  has  read  and  confidered  what  we  have  to 
offer  in  Relation  to  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary, 

The  next  Point  that  claims  our  Regard,  is  the  Intereft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  as  a  Member  of  the  Germanic k  Body* 
As  to  this  it  is  apparent,  that  her  Power  is  already  fufficient- 
\y  great,  and  that  it  cannot  be  for  her  Advantage  to  endea- 
vour to  increafe  it  at  the  Expense  of  her  Neighbours,  which 
indeed  is  the  fole  Thing  that  has  hitherto  turned,  or  can  at 
any  Time  turn  to  her  Prejudice.  While  flic  remiiins  fatisfied 
With  her  PofTeffions,  and  forms  no  Pretenfions  to  the  Domi- 
nions of  others,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  as  the  War  is  now 
over,  fhe  may  find  her  Neighbours  difpofed  to  live  with  her 
upon  Terms  of  Friendfliip  and  Refpe^ 
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to  enlaige  her  Territories,  it  ought 

lotit  the  Empire,  and  6ven  this  muft 

pat   Caution;  for  at  prcfcnt   there  is 

^    all  Powers,  that  they  caniiot  with 

>ns  made,  which  iricf  eaie  the  Strength 

confcqueAtl-y  alter  that  Proportion  be- 

Jhcy  conceive  their  own  Safety  in  a 

*  ct  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  may,  with-' 

-->%i>-«gnicnther  real  and  internal  Force,  whik  flie 

^..^fiieKt  toprcfcrVc  the  antient  Limits  of  her  Dominions.  Al- 

^ftatt  her  Hereditary  Countries  arc  capable  of  great  Itoprovc- 

ments  ;  the  Kingdom  of  fio^^mi^r,  andthe  Provinces  that  border 

on  the  Jdriatick  more  cfpecially. 

The  reviving  of  Trade  in  thofe  Parts,  and  encouraging  the 
mutual  Commerce  of  the  Subjeds  in  aU  her  Dominions,* 
might  render  the  Emprefs  Queen  a  much  rfchcr,  and  confe- 
quently  a  more  powerful  Sovereign  than  (he  is  at  prefent.  Some 
of  thofe  Nations  that  in  the  late  War  were  famous  for  furnifli- 
ing  her  Armies  with  Irregulars,  are  known  to  have  a  great 
Turn  for  Trade ;  and  if  properly  encouraged,  would  not  fail 
of  rendering  her  as  eflential  Services  in  Peace  as  in  War.  The 
only  Check  in  this  Refpe6t,  that  hitherto  has  hinder'd  their 
Genius  from  appearing,  is  the  Want  of  Religious  Liberty ;  iince 
it  muft  be  owned  the  Houfe  of  yffi/?r/i7  has  in  fome  meafurc 
picqued  itfelf  on  a  Zeal  for  the  Popifh  Faith,  that  bordered  upon 
Bigotry  :  And  yet  through  the  Courfe  of  the  two  laft  Wars,  the 
Court  of  Rome  has  been  fo  far  from  making  any  proper  Re«- 
turns,  that  (hehasadually  (hewna  manifeft  Partiality  in  Favour 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Any  Relaxation  in  this  Kind,  arifing  from  Chriftian  Charity, 
found  Policy,  or  the  Gratitude  of  the  Court  of  Viinnoy  would 
have  wonderful  EfFeds,  for  it  could  not  fail  of  rendering  all 
the  Countries  under  her  Obedience  more  populous,  and  confe- 
quently  more  rich  and  fruitful  than  they  are  at  prefent.  Neither 
ought  this  Liberty  of  Confcience  to  extend  only  to  the  Lutherans 
and  the  Reformed,  but  to  the  Members  of  the  Greek  Church,  to 
the  Moravians^  and  indeed  to  Chriftians  in  general ;  for  this 
would  draw  Multitudes  out  of  the  Turkijh  Dominions  into 
thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrih^  and  contribute  at  once  to  ftreng- 
then  the  Hands  of  the  Emprefs,  and  to  weaken  thofe  of  her 
£nemies. 

'  As  Sovereigns  of /&«ftfry,  the  Houfe  olAuJirla  is  extremely 
powerful ;  and  it  is  with  great  Pleafure  we  cfan  obferve  her  pre- 
fent Majefty  has  taken  fuch  Meafures,  as  ought  to  be  a  Rule  to 
all  her  Succeflbrs.  On  the  asth  of  "June  1741,  ihe  was 
crowned  at  Prejbourg  with  all  the  Ceiv^monies  ufual  in  that 
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Kingdom,  having  firft  coniirined  to  the  Proteftants  the  future 
Enjoyments  of  sdl  their  Rights  with  regard  to  Religion,  and 
agreed  to  the  Capitulation  drawn  up  by  the  Diet9  of  which  the 
following  were  the  chief  Articles. 

I.  That  the  Kingdom  ihall  never  be  without  a  Palatine ;  and 
that  after  the  Death  of  the  Veldt- Marlhal  Count  Palfyj  the 
Diet  ihall  be  convoked  in  order  to  chufe  one  out  of  the  four 
Perfons  that  the  Queen  (hall  propofe. 

n.  That  in  cafe  the  Queen  dies  (which  God  forbid)  before 
the  young  Archduke  b  out  of  his  Minority,  the  Palatine  ihall 
be  his  Guardian  in  this  Kingdom. 

ni.  That  the  Employments  in  this  Realm  Ihall  be  given  to 
none  but  Hungarians. 

IV.  That  fuch  of  the  Noblefle  as  have  purchafed  Eftates  of 
Peafants  (or  Rotuiiersj  which  only  are  liable  to  be  charged 
with  Impofts,  ihall  pay  none  for  the  faid  Eftates. 

It  was  by  thefe  Conceffions,  and  by  the  moil  gracious  and 
popular  Speeches  on  all  Occafions  publick  and  private,  that 
he/  Majefty,  while  ihe  remained  in  that  Kingdom,  changed 
the  Face  of  it  entirely,  and  procured  fuch  Succours  from  thence^ 
as  enabled  her  to  make  head  againft  all  her  Enemies :  Neither 
was  it  for  once,  or  from  a  fudden  and  paffionate  Expreffion  of 
their  AiFedion  and  Loyalty,  moved  by  the  Goodneft  and  the 
Diftrefs  of  the  Queen,  that  this  Affiitance  was  received ;  but  it 
continued  through  the  whole  War  as  conftant  and  regular  at 
her  Occafions  required,  to  the  juft  and  immortal  Honour  of  tbit 
brave  and  generous  Nation. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  in  the  Courfe  of  this  HiiloiT» 
the  fad  Condition  of  this  Country  in  former  Reigns,  and  tne 
me^in  Opinion  her  Imperial  Majefty*s  Grandfather  had  of  the 
Fidelity  and  Power  of  the  Hungarians^  when  he  affirmed  that 
be  had  fpent  more  in  defending  them  than  their  Kingdom  was 
worth ;  and  which  if  it  did  not  belong  to  him  as  a  Conqueror^ 
ought  to  be  reputed  his  as  a  Purchafer,  as  much  as  any  of  his 
hereditary  Dominions.  Notions  infpired,  no  doubt,  by  Jefuits 
.and  felf-iatereiled  Statefmen,  who  had  nothing  in  view  but  to 
make  their  court  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  by  a  fadfe  Shew  of  2^al 
for  his  Family,  at  the  fad  Expence  of  a  eallant  and  loyal,  but 
then  dejeiSied  and  opprefTed  Nation :  A  Nation  equally  expofed 
to  continual  Invafions  from  Infidels  abroad,  to  the  lubtil 
Intrigues  of  falfe  Patriots,  and  the  bafe  Complacency  of  fidfe 
Courtiers  ac  home. 

But  the  prefent  Queen,  when  except  this,  ihe  had  fcarce  any 
other  Territories  left,  was  able  to  draw  from  it  Refourcea 
fufficient  for  the  Recovery  of  all  the  reil :  And  thence  to  demon- 
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flrate  to  all  the  World,  that  it  is  not  an  abfolute  Prince,  but  a 
Prince  governing  a  free  People  according  to  their  own  Lavi^8> 
tbat  is  the  moft  powerful,  the  moft  formidable,  the  moft  Mafter 
of  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  his  or  her  Subje£b.  We  cannot 
therefore  doubt  that  the  fame  Maxims  will  for  the  future  be 
purfuedi  in  confequence  of  which,  from  being  thought  theleaft 
coniiderahle,  Hungary  will  from  henceforth  be  reputed  one  of 
the  moft  potent  Monarchies  in  Europe. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  in  this  Place,  it  was  from  that 
unexpeded  Support  the  Emprefs  received  from  the  People  of 
Hungary^  fuch  an  additional  VVeight  has  been  thrown  into  the 
Scale  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  as  none  of  our  Politicians  have 
duly  confidered,  and  which  notwithftanding  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  moft  Angular  Events  produced  by  the  late 
War.  In  all  probability  it  has  been  the  real  Caufe  why  the  Turks 
have  never  attempted  to  interfere,  or  to  give  the  leaft  Difturbance 
to  her  Imperial  Majefty,  though  continually  prompted  to  it  by 
France,  They  faw  that  the  Union  which  reigns  in  that  Country 
between  the  Sovereign  and  her  Subjeds,  has  reftored  the  ancient 
Vigour  of  the  Hungarian  Militia ;  fc  that  if  a  War  fhould 
happen,  the  Hungarians  alone  would  be  able  to  make  bead 
againft  their  whole  Force,  and  perhaps  make  fume  Impreffion 
on  the  Ottoman  Empire  itfelf,  at  r  time  when  from  the  Dif- 
orders  in  the  Admiiiiftration  of  the  Government,  its  Credit 
,and  Forces  are  equally  weak. 

Befides,  even  in  regard  to  France^  the  State  of  Things  is 
very  much  changed,  in  confequence  of  the  Altetation  which 
happened  in  Hungary  ;  for  when  at  a  very  fmall  E^pence,  the 
French  kept  up  a  Malecontent  Party  there,  which  was  al- 
ways fare  of  private  Support,  if  not  of  open  Countenance 
from  the  Turksy  tljey  were  fecure  of  a  Divcrfion  on  that  Side; 
and  have  fometimes  carried  this  fo  far  as  to  bring  fome  of  the 
bold  Irregulars,  who  now  ferve  with  fo  much  Reputation  in 
the  Imperial  Armies,  as  hoftile  Plunderers  into  the  Suburbs  of 
Vienna,  A  wonderful  and  happy  Change  this  !  from  a  divided, 
difcontented,  and^diftraded,  to  a  united,  loyal,  and  well'-prin- 
cipled  People  ;  from  being  the  Terror,  to  become  the  Protec- 
tors oT  the  Aujlrians  \  from  being  fcarce  feen,  to  make,  as  they 
nov^  do,  fo  great  a  Figure  in  their  Armies.  In  fhort,  this  Ad- 
vantage, which  has  been  the  Refultof  the  War  juft  concluded, 
may  be  confidered  as  fome  Equivalent  for  the  Danger  and  Ex- 
pence  of  it. 

The  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  alfo  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
greateft  Powers  in  Italy  \  zxA  it  will  be  cercainly  its  Iniercft 
to  fecure  the  Ballance  in  that  Country,  by  remaining  firmly 
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"^  united  tb  the  king  of  SMrJimd;  for  while  this  Union  fub* 
fifts,  it  is  ioipottble  that  the  Houle  of  B$urb9n  flioiild  hrinf 
any  of  her  ambitious  Projeds  to  bean  The  Neutrality  of 
Titjcany^  the  keebine  a  Court  at  FUrtna^  and  the  maintaining 
the  Privileges  of  LegUm^  as  a  free  Port,  are  Meafures  fo  ri^c 
in  tfaemfelves,  and  which  feem  to  be  fo  well  underftood  bjr  the 
Court  of  f^ierma^  that  we  can  have  no  doubt  of  their  being; 
conftantly  purfued* 

Another  Advantage  that  will  refult  from  her  Territories  in 
this  Country  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  is,,  the  having  it  io 
her  Power  to  provide  for  the  younger  Branches  of  m  F^ 
mily  by  the  confiderable  Governments  ibe  has  to  beftow  i  and 
by  this  means  (he  will  take  at  once  the  moft  effe&ual  Mea- 
<ure  for  the  Security  of  thefe  Provinces,  and  for  the  fiiiuble 
Support  of  the  Princes  and  Princeffes  of  the  Imperial  and  Arch« 
ducal  Houfe  without  any  additional  Expence,  and  this  too 
in  the  Manner  moft  agreeable  to  the  Genius  and  Temper  fd 
her  Subjeds,  as  well  as  the  moft  capable  of  defeating  either  the 
open  or  feet et  Defigns  of  her  Enemies*  So  that  on  the  whole, 
nqthing  can  contribute  more  to  the  reviving  and  reftoring  the 
Luftre  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftriay  than  fuch  a  Dilpofition  of  her 
Italian  Territories. 

We  now  come  to  the  laft  Article,  which  is  the  Intereft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Juflria^  as  Sovereign  of  the  Law  C$Mntrusy  a  Point 
of  the  grcateft  Confequence  to  that  Family,  and  indeed  to 
all  Europi.  It  b  by  her  being  in  pofleffion  of  theft  Pro* 
yinces,  that  (be  becomes  the  natural  and  perpetual  AUy  of  the 
Maritime  Powers,  who  have  never  failed  to  ibew  the  utmoft 
Readinefs  to  fupport  her  Intereft^  By  her  beins  in  poOeffion  of 
thefe  Countries,  (he  covers  the  Republick  of  Holland  from  the 
Power  of  Franci ;  and  may  be  likewife  laid  to  form  a  Barrier 

3;ainft  that  dangerous  and  ambitious  Power^  in  favour  of  Grgat 
ritain  alio. 

Whilft  flie  preferves  thefe  Countries,  £be  cannot  hSl  of 
prefervtng  the  unalterable  Affe&ioa  of  her  Neighbours  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  her  Intereft  to  be  as  tender  of  thefe  Provincea 
as  of  any  part  of  her  Dominions.  She  fees  by  hi9i  Expoienpe, 
what  dreadful  Cohfequences  follow  the  neglecting  her  Ffontieh 
on  that  fide,  and  therefore  Ihe  will  certainly  avoid  conuxvtting 
the  like  Miftake  for  the  future.  It  is  a  viable  Error,  to  fup« 
pofe  that  thefe  Provinces  may  be  abfolutdy  trufted  to  the 
Care  of  the  Maritime  Powen,  and  to  imagine  that  this  maj  bt 
fome  Sxcuiir  for  being  lels  mindful  of  their  Security.  The  con-« 
trary  is  very  phiq  $  if  the  A^UhrUn  Garrifonsin  thofe  Countriee 
were  kept  complete,  and-thsir.  Foru«£b  ip  a  proaer  State  of 
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Defence,  the  Dkfch  would  have  nothing  (o  apprehend  from  the 
Powet  of  Frantic  and  would  confecluently  a^t  upon  all  Occa- 
Kons  with  Dignity  and  Spirit;  whereas  a  contrary  Condud 
leaves  them  fo  open  to  their  Enemies*  and  gives  fuih  Oppor* 
tunities  to  the  EmiflTaries  of  France^  and  to  the  difcontented 
Party  in  that  Country,  asmuft  neceflkrijy  weaken,  or,  which 
ia  worfe,  intimidate,  a  popular  Government. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Conduct  of  the  Duuh  in  all  fuch 

CpnjunAures,  muft  have  fu^h  an  Influence  upon  that  of  Gnat 

Britain^  that  in  refpee^  to  bo^h,  it  will  be  certainly  found  the 

Intercft  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujhia  to  manifeft  the  utmoft  Cun^ 

cern  for  thcfe  Provinces,  by  the  Juftice  of  her  Government^ 

by  encouraging  the  Commerce  ot  the  Inhabitants,  by  applying 

ithe  Revenues  for  thdr  Defence,  and  bv  keeping  every  thing 

in  fuch  a  Condition,  as   that  Franct  Ihall  never  be  tempted 

to  think  it  moft  for  her  Advantage  to  attack  her  Imperial  Ma- 

jefty  on  this  Side.     jThus  from  a  clear  ancf  impartial  View  of 

the  ^rcfent  State  and  Intereft  of  the  Houfc  oi  j{ujlria^  it  is  fully 

and  plainly  Ihewn  that  (he  has  emerged  from  the  late  War 

'greater,  more  powerful,  and  in  a  Condition  of  being  a  more 

.cffeSual.Baliance  againft  the  Houfc  oi  Bourbon^  tiian  fhe  has 

;bech  during  the  prefent  Century.     The  Imperial  Dignity  is 

'  reftbred  to  her  ;  her  Power  in  Germany  is  very  little  impaired  j 

the  itingdom  of  Hungary  is  become  oi  inftniicly  greater  Con- 

Tequencc  to  her  than  it  was;  her  Dominions  in  Italj  arc  lafc, 

and  il  Is  in  her  own  Power,  by  taking  fuitable  Mcafurcs  for 

their  Defence,  to  obtain  from  her  AJhes  whatever  AiSitance  i^ 

^eceffary  to  preferve  the  Low  Countries.     This  ia  ail  that  is  rc- 

quifite  to  make  her  as  fecuic  as  hcrfelf  can  dcfire,  as  much  rt- 

rpeSed  as  her  Friends  can  wifh,  and  as  powerful  as  the  prcfent 

'  Syftem  of  Europe  requires  flic  fllould  be, 

.Thus  this  Articleitood  in  thelaft  Edition  of  the  Book,  before 

there  <^s  an)'  Rumour  of  eleding  the  Archduke  yc/eph  King  of 

'  the  R'OinoKS.  A  Point  decifivein  favour  of  thcfe  RtUcCtJons  j  and 

"^  as  to  which,  tho'  a  Matter  of  the  laft  Importance,  theie  is  no 

'  Difference  but  as  to  the  Means  and  the  Manner.     His  Pruffton 

■  Majefty  profcflcs  in  the  ftrongcft  Terms,  that  the  highelt  Re- 

'  fped  is  due  to  that  Candidate,  when  an  Ele^ion  (ha  1  become 

'  neceliary  ;  but  he  has-  hitherto  (hewn  rather  a  Dift^fte  than  an 

Approbation  of  the  Methi^d  propofed  for  elevating  that  young 

•  Prince  to  the  Throne.     He  feems  to  apprehend,  that  tho*  a 

'  certain  Majority  may  bcfufficicnr  when  ihev  come  to  an  £lec* 

tion ;  yet  with  refped  to  the  previous  Q(ieftii>n,  as  to  the  Nc- 

CciGty,  there  ought  m  be  Uoaoimity.   On  the  Vacancy  of  the 

Jmi^eriail  Tluonc  the  Neccflity  is^pparcju  \  ana  tlurc  is  nothing 
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abfbrd  or  unreafonable  in  fuppofingy  that  it  ought  to  be  a|H 
^Aiehtaifo  when  the  KLing  of  the  Romans  is  eleded  during  the 
Life  uf  the  Emperor.  An  apparent  Neceffitv  infers  Unanimitv^ 
for  Difficulties  and  Doubts,  more  cfpc^ialty^  if  fupported  bjr 
any  tlung  that  looks  like  Argument^  is  a  dire&  Proof  that  tl^: 
Ncceffity  is  not  appatent.  Be  this  as  it  will,  the  propofing 
this  Prince  in  fo  ttrtideran  Age,  and  the  Manner  in  which  that 
Pro\x)fxtio]l  has  been  received,  even  by  thofe  who  feem  not  at 
prcftnt  rjifpofed  to  tlofe  with  it,  clearly  demonftrates  all  that 
i  have  contended  for j  vtz.  That  the  Figure  and  *Confideratton» 
that  is,  in  expreG  Terms, the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflri4^  is 
augmented  ;  for  in  a  Government  like  that  of  the  EmiAre,  Fi* 
gure  and  Confideration  is  adual  Power,  as  the  future  Courfe 
of  Kvents  will  fuUy  explain. 

There  has  been  this  Year  a  Dyetheld  in  Hungary^  the  Con* 
clufion  of  which)  tho'  at  fiiftSignt  it  feems  otherwise,  is  not* 
withfbnding  wholly  in  Favour  of  the  Principlea  advanced  in 
the  foregoing  Part  of  this  fieSion.  Ceruin  Demands  were 
made  on  the  Part  of  the  Sovereign,  and  certain  Claims  on  Be- 
half of  the  People ;  but  as  the  latter  couM  not  be  fuUy  adjufted^ 
the  former  were  not  complitd  with  in  their  full  Extent.  But 
a  Palatine  was  chofen  according  to  Law,  many  other  Things 
were  done  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Natron,  and  the  Clofe  of 
her  Imperial  Majefly's  Speech  at  the  riling  of  the  Dyet  WM 
exa£ily  agreeable  to  the  C  *nftitution,  which,  becaufe  I  have  not 
feen  it  publiiheJ,  I  will  fubjoin  in  her  Imperial  Majefty's  own 
Words :  Major e  exfe^avimui  equidem  erga  mtjfiduclam  acfromp" 
titudinsm  a  car  a  Gtnte^  quamf^ntper  diji'mguimus^  Hungarica,  cut 
y  plura  W  nova  pra  reVquts  materna  noJir4e  hentuolenit^  didi* 
mui  argument  a..  Deponite  igitur  in  Matrem  &  Riginam  veftran^ 
diffidentianiy  i^  fatagite  omnes  definitiones  diatdlisjfolertir  exc^p 
&  nureri^  ut  prijiina  fiducia  ig  gratia  redeat :  l^hat  is,  "  Wc 
'^  did  indeed  promife  our felves  great  Confidence  and  AlaaltjT 
**  on  the  P?rt  of  a  Nation  fo  dear  to  us ;  from  tjie  Hungarians^ 
'**  whom  we  have  always  diftinguifhed,  and  to  whom  we  have 
*^  given  many,  and  thofe  too,  lite  Proo6,  in  Preference  to  all 
<<  others,  of  our  maternal  AfPcdion.  Banifil  therefore  all  pif* 
^'  fidence  of  your  Mother  and  your  Queen  |  be  punAual,  be. 
^'  aiSduous  in  carrying  into  Execution  the  Meaiures  ukcn  ia 
^^  this  Dyet  for  the  Benefit  of  your  ConftituenCs,  and  merit 
^^  thereby  the  full  Return  of  our  former  Confidence  and  Fa* 
<^  vour/'  This  is  not  the  Language  of  Artifice  or  Flattery  ; 
much  lefs  of  Pride  and  arbitrary  Power;  btit  the  candfd  Senti* 
ments  of  a  gracious  Princefs,  careful  of  the  Interefls,ai^there« 
fore  jealous  of  the  Affcfiions  of  her  Subj^^  dcfirMs  <^ei|ii* 
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ifig  lit  their  Heart9»  tod  of  augmenting  her  Authority  by  ex* 
tending  her  Benevolence. 

From  the  Mesfut es  tliat  have  been  taken  to  fettle  and  fecure 
Che  Territories  in  thePoflleiSon  of  this  auguft  Family  in  Itafy^  of 
yMsA  we  fluU  have  ocoafion  to  fpeak  more  at  large  in  another 
Phce»  all  Sufpicbns  of  new  Dangers  on  that  fide  are  removed. 
We  ate  likewiTe  laid  that  a  C6ngrefs  will  be  very  fpeedily  openr 
cd  at  BruJjUbj  in  which  the  Buuneb  of  the  Barrier,  and  what- 
ever eUb  re^wis  die  Safety  abd  Welfare  of  the  Ju/ij  ian  Lcw^ 
CbtmtrUsf  will  be  regulated,  with  theConfent^  by  the  Advice, 
and  undor  the  Infpe&on  of  her  Allies.    We  have  good  reafon 

^Chcrefiir^  to  felicitate  ourielves  upon  the  Evcnh  that  have  al- 
ready bappencd»  and  have  no  Grounds  for  Diflatbfeftion  with 
relpm  to  the  future  Profped  of  Things.  We  do  not  pre* 
teml  to  aafwer  for,  or  to  ftruggle  with.  Events  that  are  in  the 
Womb  of  Time}  but  we  may  ventute  to  affirm,  that  if  Ne- 
foindons  are  evenly  and  &irly  managed,  with  a  juft  Regard 
to  die  Conftitution  of  the  Country  in  which,  and  with  a  be- 

*  comtne  Refped  for  the  Priqces  with  whom  ti^y  are  carried 
On,  allthingi  we  can  reafonaUy  defire  orexped,  may  be  ful» 
ly,  and  in  due  Time,  accompliihed.  But  the  nobleft  Deflgns^ 
the  beft  concerted  Plans,  are  not  Proof  againft  private  Views, 
indireft  Meafures,  or  precipitate  Attempu,  if  they  (hould  ever 
enter  into  the  H^ds  of  thofe  wlio  are  employed  either  to  di* 
red  or  condud  them. 


CHAP.    IX. 

^Tbe  genuine  Conjiitution^    rttd  Power ^  and  natural 
•  Interefii  ^f  the  Germanick  Body^    impartially 
ft  at  ed  from  the  beft  and  mo  ft  aiitbentick  IVri tings 
of  their  own  Lawyers. 

THE  Germanick  Body  is  a  Term  with  which  we  are  very 
well  aoiuainted  in  Britmin^  and  the  Notion  we  have  of 
it  b  in  the  general  right  enough  ;  but  when  we  come 
to  fpeak  of  it  more  cTofely,  it  does  not  appev,  at  leaft 
froQ^general  Converfation,  that  People  enter  into  it  very 
^ItrWy,  comprehend  it  very  dearly,  or  are  able  to  fatisfy 
tbemfelves  whether  Propofuions  idatjng  thereto,  areconfiftent 
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mkhj  or  oppofite  to  Truth,  or  eren  whedier  their  ire  pro* 
babie  or  improbable.  ^  This,  if  we  oonfider  it  as  a  Branch  of 
Politick  Learnings  it  indeed  of  very  great  Importance  i  but  • 
h  1$  of  ftill  greater  Importance,  when  we  remember  that  it  ia 
a  Point  which  often  concerns  the  immediate  Safety  ot  our  own 
Country. 

Men  of  mat  Parti,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the  Service  of 
this  or  that  ra£tion,  frequently  introdoce  the  Gtrmanick  Body 
into  their  Debates,  and  either  exalt  or  depreft,  heighten  or 
weaken  it,  at  pleafure.  Sometimes  we  hear  it  magnified  as 
one  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  Eur^^  as  more  than  a  Balfamce 
for  Ftancij  aAd  as  capable  of  itfelf  to  fecure  and  maintain  the- 
Equilibrium,  not  on  the  fide  of  Germany  only,  but  in  refpeft 
to  the  North,  and  to  the  Houfe  of  B$tirt$n  :  By  othcn,  perhaps 
by  the  fame  Men  when  another  Purpofe  is  to  be  anfwcred,  we 
are  told  that  it  is  a  vaft,  unwieldy,  and  languid  Power,  un- 
conneded  in  its  Parts,  flow  in  its  Relblves,  amd  dilatory  in  the 
Execution  of  them.  ' 

It  is  to  firee  this  Subjeft  firom  all  Embaraflment,  and  to  fct 
it  in  a  clear  and  natural  Light,  that  we  have  ^iven  place  to  this 
Article  ;  and  as  |t  is  very  poffible  to  do  this  within  the  Compaft 
of  about  an  Hour's  reading,  it  is  hoped  thatthepains  taken  there* 
on  will  merit  the  Approbation  of  the  Publick  $  she  radier  becaufe 
It  will  appear  from  our  manner  of  treating  it,  that  there  is 
not  the  fmalleft  Mixture  of  Prepoffeffion  or  Prejudice,  but 
that  we  really  mean  to  render  the  thing  as  intelligible  as  it  is  in 
obr  Power  to  make  it* 

Hie  Empire  of  the  IFifif  of  Girnuiny^  or  as  it  is  commonly 
ftiled,  the  H$ly  Rimtm  Empire,  was  founded  by  Charles  the 
Great }  and  under  him  and  his  Son  the  Government  was  Mo- 
lurdiiad ;  and  the  Dominions  of  thofe  Princes  being  very  hirgej 
and  accruing  to  them  by  different  Titles,  they  were  governe4 
either  by  Pedbns  vefted  with  Powers  from  the  Emperor  im- 
mediasdy,  or  bv  their  natural  Princes,  Vaflals to  the  Emperor} 
and  both  thefe  Jtind  of  Governors  were  ftiled  Dukes.  In  re* 
fpefi  to  Spiritual  Affairs,  they  were  adminiftered  bv  Bifliops, 
and  as  there  was  a  great  Spirit  (^  Religion  in  thofe  Dajrs,  this 
rendei^4  thofe  Prelates  ytty  confiderable.  ' 

The  Care  of  Juftice  within  the  Diftrids  into  which  the 
large  Provinces  were  dhrided,  belonged  to  an  Officer  called  in 
Jsaiin  Cemesj  from  whence  the  Word  Ceunt  b  derived  %  but 
in  the  Girman  Language  he  was  ftiled  Grave.  From  thefe 
Courts  there  was  an  Appeal-  to  that  of  the  Emperor,  and 
sberefbr^  the  Cbief*Juf(ice  or  Piefident  of  the  imperial  Court, 
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Wtf  ftiled  G$mis  Palatinus^  that  is,  Cwnt  Palatini^  {.  /.  of  the 
Palace^  or  in  Girman^  Palfgrave.  1  he  fume  Reafon  of  State 
introduced  other  neceflary  Offices,  fucb  as  a  Governor  of  the 
Frontiers  or  Marches,  then  ft!Ied  Marquis^  and  by  the 
G^rmavs^  Mdrgravi^  anfwering  to  our  Lord  Warden  of  the 
Marches  ;  the  LanJgrwi  was  an  Oftcer  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture with  the  Grmfe^  or  6>Mtf)  but  had  a  greater  Extent  uf 
Countrv»  tnd  that  generally  in  the  Hear;  of  the  Empire  ; 
the  Burgravf  was  the  Emperor's  chief  Oi&cer  in  Towns  and 
O^ftl^s^  that  is  to  fay,  that  which  imntediately  belonged  to  the 
Emperor,  and <in  which,  when  he  came  into  the  Country  where 
they  lay,  he  was  wont  to  refidc,  for  in  thefi?  only  he  kept  fuch 
an  Officer. 

We  may  from  hence  plainly  fee,  that  exeept  the  Dukes, 
who  were  Vaflals,  there  were  none  of  the  Officers  but  what 
depended  upon  the  mere  Pleafure  of  the  Emperor,  and  had  not 
the  leafl  Colour  to  exped  that  their  Offices  ihoukl  become 
fettled  and  <conftant,  much  lefs  iiereditary.  But  Divifions  in 
the  Imperial-^Family^  Civil  Wars,  and  the  finking  of  the  Impe- 
rial Dignity,  foon  brought  about  a  Change.  In  fome  Cafe^ 
the  Dukes  themfelves  took  fuch  Meafu res,  that  it  was  fcarce 
in  the  Power  of  the  lijx^peror  to  difpoflefs  them,  or  hinder  their 
Sons  from  fucceeding  i  in  others  if  bepapfie  the  Intereft  of  the 
Prince  to  continue  this  Power  to  them  and  their  Defcendants, 
in  order  to  attach  them  moreefiedually  to  his  Family  $  and  thus 
the  modern  Conftitution  came  in,  of  diftindl  Principalities, 
owning  the  Emperor  for  their  Head. 

All  Beginnings  are  rude,  and  fo  was  the  Commencement  of 
the  Girmanicinodyi  but  it  is  neceflary  toafcend  to  the  Origin 
of  Things,  if  we  will  underftand  them  ;  and  when  this  is  once 
fixed  in  our  Minds,  it  is  a  very  eafy  1  hing  to  follow  theChanr 
nel  from  its  Source.  Qefides,  taking  Matters  thus  high,  faves 
time  in  many  other  Ile<pe(£b,  by  explaining  in  the  familiar  and 
perfpicuous  Way  of  Narrative,  a  varjety  of  Terms  that  would 
feem  harfli  and  unpleafant  m  the.  dry  Mode  of  Interpreution, 
and  introduced  widiout  that  Caution,mjght  eafily  be  miftakcil, 
or  remain  for  evc^  obfcure. 

Bat  it  was  not  long  that  Thipes  continued  in  this  Situati- 
on, and  thefe  new  Prmces  in  a  ^;ate  of  doubtful  Authority ; 
for  upon  the  Extinfiion  of  the  Imperii}  Line,  and  the  fetting 
C^nradj  Duke  of  Fr4fic$niay,  upon  the  Throne  by  an  f^cdlion, 
the  Rights  of  the  Emperor  and  of  thefe  Princes  came  to  Itand 
fipon  the  (ame  Fpot,  which  was  about  the  Beginning  of  the, 
tcitfh'  Century.    Hb  Succeflbr,  JH^^^ry  o|  Saxony^  bad  indeed 

a  No- 


r 


[215] 

a  Notion  of  exerting  the  old  Imperial  Authority,  to  which 
the  Princes  thought  he  had  no  I'itle  $  and  ihis  produced  great 
Difturbances  in  his  Reign,  and  a  very  cppofite  Condudl  in  his' 
Son  and  Succeft)r  Oiho  1.-  who  courted  the  Princes,  and  might 
have  made  himfelf  the  moft  powerful  Monarch  of  his  Age,  if. 
the  Divifiona  in  his  own  Family  had  not  prevented  it. 

By  the  Conqueft  of  Lombardy^  and  annexing  the  Imperial 
Dignity  to  the  Crown  oi Germany j  he  in  {cmt^  mcafur^ extended 
tfte  Power  of  his  SucccfTors  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  brought  in 
certain  Inconveniencies,  which  were  not  felt  before.  The  Em- 
peror thenceforward  claimed  the  Right  of  approving  the  Bi&op 
of  ^0177/ ;  and  the  Popes,  who  were  then  much  more  powerful 
than  they  have  been  fmce,  formed,  in  their  Turns,  Pretenfions 
to  name  or  to  approve  the  Prelates;  and  the  Difputes  which, 
this  occafioned,  joined  to  the  Confufions  that  naturally  happen 
in  Ele<Sive  Governments,  brought  the  Empire  into  fdth  a 
Condition,  that,  as  we  have  ihewn  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
laft  Article,  it  was  found  neceiTary  to  offer  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity to  Count  ^^^^//^^  of //i7/y}ifr^^,  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Xlllth  Century:  And  the  Difturbanccs  that  happened  after  the 
Exclufion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  for  fome  time  made  the 
German  Princes  very  willing*  to  raifc  Albert  H.  to  the  Throne 
in  1437. 

Himfelf  and  his  Succeflbrs  yielded  to  feveral  Regulations 
that  were  favourable  to  the  GermanUk  Bodv;  more  efpecially 
the  Emperor  Frederick  III.  the  leaft  powerful,  and  the  leaft  re- 
fpe£t(fd  of  the  Pi  inces  of  the  Houfe  oT  Aujlria  \  who  notwitb- 
{landing  laid  the  Foundation  of  its  Povrer,  and  gave  Form  and 
Credit  to  the  Germanick  Conftitution,  which  was  improved  by 
the  Emperor  Maximilian  \  who,  in  the  Beginning  of  bis  Reign^ 
was  very  well  inclined  to  remedy  the  Di^rders  that  had  been 
either  created  or  permitted  by  his  Prcdeceflbrs.  Upon  his  De- 
mife,  before  Char  in  V.  was  admitted  to  the  Imperial  Di|^nitv» 
the  Electors  thought  fit  to  fecure  tbemfelves  againft  tbb  Effeos 
of  his  gr^t  Power,  by  a  new  Step,  which  has  been  fince  con- 
ftantly  followed ;  I  mean,  the  fwearing  the  Empeior  eleA  to 
certain  Articles  of  Government,  ftil^d  the  Imperial  Capitulati^ 
on.  In  the7oregoing  Articles  we  have  ihewn  the  Attempts 
made  by  the  Emperors  to  enlarge  their  Authority,  the  Meafures 
taken  by  the  Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire  to  prevent  their 
extending  it,  the  calling  \%  the  Swedes  and  the  Fnneb  lor  that 
Purpofe,  and  the  fettling  all  the  Pretenfions  on  both  Sides,  for 
ever,  by  the  famous  Treaty  of  JVeJifhalia. 

As  the  Imperial  Dignity  was  originally  abfolute  and  hejfer 
ditary,  and  is  ibofe  Monarchs  had  very  great  Powen,  their 
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StMefl^  htrt  thnytkcpt  up  a'Glaim  to^  and  <bmettm€t>  that 
liK  as  oft«n  as  they  were  able,  have  exercifed  Aich  Prerogatives, 
Thofa  Emperors,  heing  P/oteAcM-s  of  the  Raman  Church,  the 
{^opes  thought  it  for  their  Intereft  to  make  them  greater  than  any 
other  Priiicet^and'therefore  fttled  them  the  Temporal  Heads  of 
the  Chriftian  World.  It  was  from  hence  they  aflumed  to  them« 
felves  Precedence  of  711  Kings,  and  even  daimed  a  Power  of 
making  Kings,  not  hy  beftowing  Territories,  but  by  granting 
thkx,  Dignity  or  that  Tide  to  fuch  as  had  them  already,  but  with 
a|)  inferior  Siile.  They  pretended  alfo  to  other  Rights,  even 
in  the  Territories  of  Princes  without  the  Bounds  of  the  £m<^ 
pire ;  more  efpedally  of  granting  Pignides  to  their  Subjeds, 
wbidi  however  was  freotiently  controverted,  and  particularly 
by  our  Queen  ElizahitL 

It  was  alfo  a  long  time  before  they  gave  the  title  of  Ma* 
jijh  to  other  Kion,  whom  they  treated  with  that  of  Sermtj 
only  I  but  thofe  Notions  are  now  almoft  wore  out,'  except  in 
Oittnanj ;  and  fetttng  afide  the  point  of  Precedence,  they  have 
icarce  any  other  Prerogative  fuperior  to  other  Monarchs.  In 
the  Empire,  indeed,  they  have,  upon  particular  Occafions^ 
very  high  Marks  of  Reverence  paid  them }  and  very  powerful 
Princes  not  only  fubmit  to,  but  contend  for  the  Right  of  ading 
as  their  menial  Servants ;  which,  at  firft  fight,  may  feem  to 
be  inconfiftent  with  their  own  Dignities  ;  but  when  clofely  ti;;^^ 
mined,  this  feeming  Humility  is  really  founded  on  a  Principle 
of  Ambition. 

All  the  EieAors  have  great  Offices ;  and  thofe  Offices  are  not 
only  annexed  to  their  Dignities,  but  fi:cm  to  have  been  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  them,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  their  being  fo  tenacious 
in  this  Refpefl ;  and  as  they  are  capable  of  being  eiedled,  as  well . 
as  of  ele£linft,  as  they  ftile  themfelves  Cf/ins^/rtfjiZ/j,  and  in  the 
Time  of  a  Vacancv  exercife  a  part  of  the  Imperial  Authority, 
it  is  no  wonder  tni?t  they  are  for  raifin^  it  in  point  of  StUe 
and  Prerogative  as  high  as  they  can ;  efpecially  as  the  Emperors, 
in  return,  employ  that  very  Authority  in  their  Favour,  and 
would  have  the  ]^edorS|   confidered  in  that  Quality,  ftand 
upon  the  Lievel  with  Kings.  Btit  it  is  necefiary  to  fee  who  and 
what  thefe  great  Piinces  are,  and  how  they,  have  acquired  their 
Right  of  Eledion,  whicht  tho'  ^now  long  fince  fettled  and  in* 
contefted,  was  not  always  fo  ;  the  EWdion  of  the  ancient  Em- 
perors differing  in  many  refpcds  from  that  Form  of  Elefiion 
which  has  previiiled  for  fome  ^ges  p-jft,  and  which,  being  now 
made  a  Part  of  the  Qtrm^nick  Conftituiioni   is  like  to  remain 
as  long  4S  that  (hall  endur^:. 
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The  Kinp  of  GiTfttony  were  always  eledi^ ;  butorigniiBf 
this  did  nor  depend  upon  the  great  Officen  of  State  iatirely, 
but  alfo  on  other  Princes :  And  in  procefs  of  Time  the  Deputi«i 
of  the  Imperial  Towns  repaired  to  the  Diet  of  £leAion,  and 
gave  at  leaft  their  Approbation  to  the  new  King  before  he  was 
prodaimed ;  but,  however,  the  great  Officers,  by  their  being  al« 
ways  about  the  Court,  had  great  Advantages  of  being  earlier 
prelent  at  fuch  Diets,  and  fo  came  to  have  a  confiderable  In* 
fluence  over  the  Members. 

In  the  troublefome  Times,  vthen  Hinry  of  ThtiriMgia^  JFilUim 
Earl  of  H$lland^  Richard  Em\  of  C^rnwll,  and  jUfb$fr/$  King 
of  Ca/iiUy  werechofen,  the  Princes  and  great  Towns  hadfcarce 
an  Opportunity  of  attending;  and  this  gave  fuch  a. Counte- 
nance to  that  Right,  the  great  Officers  of  the  Houfhold  baA 
aflumed  of  eleding,  without  confuiting  any  other  Members  of 
the  Empire,  that  Gngory  X.  either  conceivedibey  had  fuch  a 
Right,  or  was  willing  to  favour  their  acquiring  it ;  which  in« 
duced  him  to  dire£b  a  Bull  to  thofe  great  Officers,  in  which  he 
exhorted  them  to  eled  an  Emperor,  and  thereby  put  an  End  Co 
the  Troubles  in  Gertiumj  \  iince  which  they  have  been  oonfi* 
dered  as  the  (ble  Eledors. 

To  fecure  the  Pofleffion  of  that  Dignity,  they,  in  the  Reign 
of  Intuits  of  Bivaria^  entered  into  a  League  amongft  themfelves» 
which  was  called  the  EUff§rMlVnton^  and  which  was  confirmed 
by  the  Emperor,  and  ratified  afterwards  by  the  famous  Confti- 
tution  of  CharUs  IV.  fo  well  known  to  the  World  by  the  Title 
of  the  GoUen  Bull  %  by  which  aifo  it  was.  provided,  that  the 
Territories,  with  the  great  Offices  annexed  to  them,  and  by 
the  Pofleffion  of  which  the  Eledoral  Dignity  was  obtainedt 
fliould  defornd  according  to  the  Right  of  Primogeniture,  and  be 
abfolutely  indivifiUe,  that  the  Right  of  each  Ele£br  might  be 
the  better  known,  and  the  more  efFeAually  fecured. 

By  this  ConftitutioQ  the  Number  and  Titles  of  the  EleAors, 
and  the  Manner  of  Eledion,  were  fully  fettled  in  the  following 
Manner :  The  Arcbbifliop  of  Mint%^  as  Great  Chancellor  of 
the  German  Empire ;  the  Elc£lor  of  Cologn^  as  Great  ChanceUor 
of  the  Empire  in  Italy ;  the  Eledor  of  Triersy  as  Great  Chan- 
ceUor of  the  Empire  iu  Gaul  and  jfrUs  i  the  King  of  B$himay 
in  Quality  of  Cup-bearer ;  the  Grant  Palatine^  as  High  Stew*^ 
ard ;  the  Duke  of  SaK$m^  as  Grand  Marfhal ;  and  the  Marenive 
of  BramUnburgb<f  as  Urand  Chamberlain,  were  the  &ven 
Eledon. 

The  Duke  of  Bavaria^  tho'  in  every  Refped  as  powerful  a 
Prince  as 'any  of  thefe,  was  not  thought  of  upon  this  Oacafion, 
as  having  none  of  the  great  Offices  %  but  he  being  of  the  fame 
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,  HciuSc  y^iih  the  Counts  Palataii^  demanded  to  ihare  the  Qua- 
lify of  Eledor  with  them ;  and  on  this  it  was  adually  fettled 
by  Treaty,  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  two  Houfes  ihould  ^^ercife 
that.  Right  alternately  ;  but  o£  this  there  is  410  iricntion  made 
in  the  Golden  Bull,  W  hen  the  Emperor  thought  fit  to  deprive 
the  Elector  Palatine,  Frederick  V.  of  that  Dignity  as  well  as  of 
his  Territories;  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  came  mto  PolTeffipn  of 
it,  and  kept  it,  even  by  the  Peace  of  Ojnaburgh  \  by  which  an 
£ighth  Ele&orate  was  ereded  in  Favour  of  the  EleSor  Pala^ 
tine  I  and  that  he  might  not  be  without  an  Office,  the  Dignity 
of  Arch-  Freafurer  was  conferred  upon  him. 

I41  16921,  the  Emperor  Leopold  erected  a  Ninth  Ele£torate, 
in  favour  of  Bmeji'jugujlus  uukcof  Luneriburgh^  Grandfather 
to  his  prefent  Britanmck  Majefty,  which  occafioncd  very  high 
Difputesi  but  at  length  all  Things  were  amicably  fettled.  On  the 
putting  the  Ele^or  of  Bavaria  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire, 
in  the  laft  general  War,  the  Poftof  Arch-Treafurer  was  given  to 
the  new  Elcdor,  the  Eledlor  Palatine  getting  Pc^flcffion  again  of 
hit  anticnt  Title  of  High  Steward,  which  the  Eiedlor  of  Bavaria 
had  kept.  But  upon  the  Peace  of  Baden,  the  Ele£lor  of  Bava-^ 
ria  came  again  into  PolTeffion  of  the  Electoral  Dignity,  and 
that  ofiHigh  Steward  ;  and  the  Poft  of  High  Treafureris  ever 
fince  claimed  by  both  the  Electors  of  Palatine  ^nd  Brunfwick, 

As  for  the  Ele&ion  of  a  new  ]£mperor,  it  is  (b  effectually  fet- 
tled, that  there  cannot  now  be  any  Difputes  about  ic.  The 
EleAor  of  Menf%,  in  Quality  of  Great  Chancellor  of  the  Em- 
pire>  is  to  fammon  the  r^ft  of  the  Eledors  upon  the  Demife  of 
an  Emperor,  wirhin  the  Space  of  one  Month  after  he  receives 
Notice  of  it  'y  and  the  Day  fixed  for  Eledion  is  to  be  within 
the  Coippafs  of  three  Months  from  that  of  his  Summons.  The 
.Electors  are  not  bound  to  attend  in  Perfon,  but  may  fend 
their  AmbafTadors,  a&  they  generally  do ;  and  they  commonly 
name  three  of  thefe  \  but  if  they.negle£t  to  come  in  Peifon,  or 
to  fend  an  Ambaflador,  they  lofe  the  Right  of  Eledion  for  that 
Time.  The  Place  of  Election  is  Frankfort  upon  ^he  Maine  \ 
.hut  that  is  not  a  i  hing  indifpenfible,  yet  To  that  the  Right  of 
the  City  of  Frankfort  muft  be  always  faved,  in  cafe  the  £lec-. 
tipn  is  at  any  Time  made  elfe where. 

As  foon  as  the  Diet  of  Elcdlion  is  met,  they  begin  to  fettle 
the  Capitulation,  to  which  the  Emperor,  when  eK£led,  is  to 
i-^ear.  This  is  done  by  the  College  of  Ele«'tors,  but  the  Col- 
lege of  Princes  claim  a  Right  of  approving  it  ;  which  however 
•  is  a  Point  in  Difputc^.  When  the  Capitulation  is  feed,  the 
Elector  of  Meniz  appoint^  the  Day  fur  the  aflual  Election, 
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upon  which  the  Gates  of  the  City  arc  fliut,  and  the  Keys  de- 
li vcied  lo  that  tledtor. 

The  Ele3ors,  or  their  Ambafladors,  repair  in  great  Pomp  to 
Church  ',  and  when  the  Mafs  is  over,  at  which  the  Proteftants 
are  not  ob.iged  to  be  prefent,  they  take  a  very  folemn  Oath  to 
chufe  without  caballing,  or  a  View  to  private  Intereft,  the  Per- 
fon  that  appears  to  them  the  mcft  fit  for  the  Imperial  Dignity : 
This  done,  they  retire  to  the  Sacriftry,  where  the  Eleiftor  of 
Ment%  aflcs  if  there  be  any  Impediment  known  why  they  fhould 
not  then  proceed  to  an  Eleflion ;  and  next  he  exafls  a  Promife, 
that  thePerfon  (hall  be  owned  and  admitted  for  Emperor  who 
(hall  be  chofen  by  the  Majority  \  and  the  Declarations  of  the 
Jllciitoral  Ambafladors  upon  thefe  two  Heads  arc  recorded  by 
two  Notaries  of  the  Empire :  After  which  all  the  WitncflTes  arc 
commanded  to  withdraw. 

After  this,  the  glcflor  of  M^ntz  collcfis  the  Suffrages,  which 
are  given  viva  voce^  and  laft  of  all  he  gives  his  own.  it  is  nc- 
peffary  that  the  Pcrfoq  chofen  (houW  have  a  Majority  of  the 
whole  Body,  and  not  a  b^re  Majority  of  Votes  j  for  nippofing 
there  were  three  Candidates,  and  one  had  four,  another  threc> 
and  another  two  Voices,  this  would  be  no  Elcdion  j  but  any 
of  the  Elcfiors  who  has  Suffrages  for  him,  may  add  his  own  to 
make  up  the  Majority.  Wh^n  this  js  over,  the  Witncffcs  that 
were  prcfcnt  at  the  fiegisning  of  the  Tranfaftion,  arc  again 
called  in,  and  the  Elt&vr  of  Mentz  declares  to  them  the  PerfoQ  • 
whom  the  Elcflors  have  chofen. ' 

The  new  Emperor  however  is  not  procIai|ned,  till  himfclf, 
if  prefent,  or  his  Ambaflador,  if  abTcnt,  hasfworn  in  his  Name 
to  the  Capitulation  i  and  then  the  Election  is  looked  upon  as 
iptircly  compleat.  There  have  been  fevcral  Attempts  made  to 
fettle  a  perpetual  Capitulation  ;  and  the  doing  this  is  looked 
UDon  as  a  Point  of  great  Confcquencc  to  the  Empire  ;  but  the 
Debates  it  has  hitherto  occafioncd  in  the  Diet  of  the  Empire, 
has  hindered  it  from  being  brought  to  a  Conclufion. 

The  Emperors  were  formerly  Itilcd  only  Kings  of  Germanj^ 
from  the  Time  of  their  Eleftion  to  the  Time  of  their  Corona- 
tion at  Rome  j  and  this  ferves  to  explain  a  Paffage  before  made 
ufc  of  in  refpca  to  the  Emperor  Otho^  and  his  annexing  the 
imperial  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Germany  \  agreeable  to  which 
the  Golden  Bull  declares.  That  the  Eleftors  ought  to  chufe  a 
King  of  the  Romans  for  their  future  Emperor.  In  refpeft  to 
rfiis,  the  Reader  willobfervc,  that  the  Office  was  conferred  by  the 
Ekaion,  and  only  the  Title  by  the  Coronation:  Sometimes 
the  Popes  encouraged,  and  were  very  fond  of  this  \  at  other 
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Tmef  Iber  wier<r  tinttfy  tt  the  Emperor's  Prefeoce:  At  laft  the 
Inconvenience  grew  fo  great  on  both  Side$,  -that  the  Emperor 
Aftucimiligu  L  declined  going  to  Rome ;  and  the  Pope  was  fo 
fiirfrosn  taking  this  illy  that  ne  granted  bim  aBull,  which  en- 
alrfcd  him  to.  take  tbfi  Title  of  Emperor  on  his  being  crowned 
in  Gtnfumf*  • 
It  reauined  long  an  Article  in  the  Ca{rituktion,  that  the  Em* 

Eror  ikould  endeavour  to  be  crowned  in  that  City  i  but  at  the 
edion  of  the  Emperor  Ltopold^  this  was  left  out  as  a  Thing 
iiecdleisy  as  being  csncell'd  bv  Difufe.  His  Coronation  in  Git- 
minfi  however  is  ftill  required  by  the  Capitulation,  and  it  gene- 
rally  follows  the  Ele^^ion  as  foon  as  may  be^  that  the  Elefiors 
who  are  obliged  to  be  prefent  at  it,  to  perform  their  arch,  or 
great  Offices,  may  not  b^  obliged  to  give  a  double  Attendance. 
The  Place  appointed  by  the  GoUen  Bull  is  the  City  of  Ah  la 
Chap$lUj  in  regard  to  the  Rcfidence  of  Char Umagne  \  but  not- 
withftan^ne  tms,  he  may  be  crowned  in  any  other  City,  fav* 
ing  the  Ri^t  of  Aix  la  Cbapilk. 

By  the  Goldin  Bull^  the  Coronation  of  the  Emperor  belongs 
to  the  Arcbbifhop  and  Elector  of  Cel^gn  j  but  that  is  upon  a 
Sufpofition-  that  the  Emperor  is  crowned  at  Jix^  which  is 
within  bis  Diocefe  ;  and  therefore  when  be  is  crowped  elfe- 
where»  the  Cerenaony  is  performed  by  the  Ele^lor  of  Mentz^  if 
the  Place  which  happens  to  be  made  dioiee  of  for  that  pom- 
pous Solemnity,  is  fituatcd  within  the  Diocefe  of  Mentz ; 
and  in  the  Cities  that  are  in  neither  of  their  Diocefes,  he  and 
the  EleAor  of  Cohgn  enjoy  this  Honour  by  turns.  When  the 
Emperor  is  feated  on  the  Throne,  the  Elcdor  of  Suxony  puts 
into  his  Hand  the  Sword  of  Charles  thi  GreaU  with  which  he 
makes  fome  Knights  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of  his  own 
Motive,  and  is  obliged  alfo  to  inake  others  who  are  nominated 
hj  the  refpedtive  EleAors. 

When  he  comes  to  dine  in  the  great  Hall^  he  has  the  Table 
to  himfelf,  which  is  raifed  two  Steps  highei  than  thofe  of  the 
^edors,  and  is  ferved  by  Coimts  of  the  Empire  »  whereas  the 
Ele£tors,  who  have  each  of  them  his  Table,  are  ferved  only 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  their  refpe&ive  Courts.  Such  of  them  as 
amft  at  this  Ceremony  in  Perfon,  fit  and  eat  at  their  own  Ta- 
bles; but  thofe  who  are  reprefented  by  their  Ambafladors,  have 
only  Tables  covered  for  them  with  empty  Plates,  at  which  the 
Amba&dor  does.not  fit  down.  Tiie  Coronation  of  the  Em- 
peror is  not  only  a  great  Ceremony*  but  a  very  figntficant  one 
alfo ;,  for  it  keeps  up  all  the  great  Offices^  and  fervcs  to  raifc 
^hft  Authority  and  Dignity  of  the  Emperor^  by  £hcwing  him  in 
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fucfa  high  Lufire  to  all  who  are  prdckit  upoa  die  OcoribWt  %t 
his  Entrance  upon  his  Goveinme^C* 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  of  the  King  of  (he  Rmans^  wfakblsa 
Title  that  has  had  two  very  different  Significations,  asrblatio{ 
to  two  different  Perfons.  r  roa  the  Time  of  his  Eld!y6n  to 
that  of  hb  Coronation,  the  Perfon  vefted  with  ifae  Imperial 
i^ignity  is  ftHed  King  of  the  Romans  i  and  the  Prefiimpthre 
Succeilbr,  eleded  in  the  Life-time  of  the  Emperor,  b  afo 
filled  King  of  the  Rmans ;  but  fince  the  Emperors  are  lio 
longer  crowned  at  Rorm^  this'  Diftindion  is  loft  i  ami  ir% 
mean  now  by  the  King  of  the  Romans^  only  the  iaft  tUttar 
tioned  Perfon :  And  the  only  Reafon  I  mention  the  Drftinc* 
tion  here,  is  to  let  the  Reader  fee,  that  the  King  of  the  KtfWiMr, 
mentioned  in  the  Getdm  Bully  u  not  the  laft;  but  the  firft^ 
chefe  Perfons;  For  as  to  a  Succeflbr,  and  his  Eledion  during 
the  Life  of  the  Pofleflbr,  there  is  no  Dire^on  at  all  0ttn  im 
this  Bull,  but  it  came  afterwards  by  an  Agreement  &twtea 
the  Emperor  and  the  Ele^iors,  for  the  common  Bcntfit  of  the 
Empire. 

At  prefent  the  King  of  the  Romans  is  diofen,  generally  ipeafc* 
ing9  at  the  Requeft  and  for  the  Eafe  of  the  reigning  Eoiperort 
with  all  the  Ceremonies  that  the  Golden  RjtU  requires  fcr  Ch^ 
flexion  of  an  Emperor ;  and  yet  this  Eledion  ^ves  rather  a 
Tide  than  an  Office ;  for  the  King  of  the  Rmans^  by  an  ex- 
preis  Article  in  his  Capitulation,  promiles  not  to  intermeddio 
with  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  during  the  Life  of  the  Emperor  | 
but  upon  his  Demife,  he  becomes  &nperor  upon  his  Coroda* 
tion,  wihout  any  fecond  Eledion*  It  is  true,  that  in  the 
Capitulation  fworn  to  by  the  Emperor  MMtthias^  there  was  an 
Article  inferted,  that  if  the  Emperor,  bein^  duly  requefted  bf 
the  Ele&ors  to  yield  to  the  Choice  of  a  King  of  the  Romans^ 
ihouM  refufe,  without  rendering  a  iblid  Reafon,  they  fliould  be 
at  Liberty  to  ele^  a  King  of  the  Romans  without  his  Confent: 
But  iince  that  Time  this  Article  has  been  omitted  *,  probably^ 
becaufe  it  was  ambiguous,  and  could  be  of  little  ufe,  fince  there 
was  no  Judge  to  determine  whether  any  Reafon  the  Emperor 
thought  fit  to  affign,  was  a  folid  Reafon  or  not. 

When  therefore  there  is  no  King  of  the  JBtmmr,  and  by  the 
Demife  of  the  Emperor  the  Throne  becomes  vacant,  the  G0Uim 
Bull  has  provided  for  the  Adfhiniftration  of  the  Government 
by  the  Eledors  Palatini  and  of  Saxem^  who  have  the  Title  of 
r tears  of  the  Empire ;  and  this  they  teem  to  have  In  Right  of 
their  refpefHve  Officer,  the  one  of  Count  Fahitine^  the  other 
ofArch-Marihal  of  the  Smpire  >  but  when  it  it  iaid^  th^t  thefe 
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Provifioiis  are  made  by  the  Goldgn  Bull,  it  dbes  hoc  fellovtr  thit 
tbiey  did  not  cxift  before^  but  only  that  they  were  afcertained  and 
cotffinnedby  it. 

The  Difputes  between  the  Elefbrs  of  Bavarid  zni  Palatine 
have  ioterfered  very  much  in  this,  both  claiming  to  be  Vicarsi 
and  both  in  their  Turns  have  enjoyed  it ;  but  at  (^refeiitt  tbia 
Difference  it  adjudged  by  an  Agreement  between  the  two  Fami- 
liesa  fo  thaf  the  Empire  fuffered  no  Prejudice  from  it  in  the  i^a 
laft  Vacancies.  Each  of  thefc  Vicars  has  hia  Diftritfl,  and  they 
have  likewife  an  Aulic  Council,  which  is  called  the  Tribunal  of 
the  Vicariate;  and  it  is  provided  b^  the  Golden  BW/,  that  the  A£b 
of  the  Vicars  of  the  Empire,  during  the  Vacancy^  Qudl  be  va^- 
lidand  binding;  but  to  prevent  Difputes,  and  for  the  V^M 
Security^  Care  is  taken  to  infert  an  Article  in  the  new  Empe- 
ror's Capitulation,  by  which  he  promifes  to  ratify  and  confirm 
in  the  fulleft  Manner  poiGble,  whatever  the  Vicar^of  the  £m« 
pire  have  done  during  the  Time  of  the  Vacancy. 

We  fometimes  meet  in  the  German  Hiftory,  with  Vicars  of 
the  Emperor  as  well  as  Vicars  of  the  Empire;  and  indeed  thcfe 
,  Offices  differ  widely  :  For,  by  Virtue  of  his  Imperial  Dignity^ 
the  Emperor  may,  if  he  pleafes,  delegate  his  Power  to  any 
Prince  in  the  Empire,  when  it  fo  happens  that  he  is  not  in  a 
l  Condition  to  execute  it  himfelf.  But  then  this  Vicar  is  very 
for  from  having  the  Powers  of  a  Vicar  of  the  Empire  ;  for,  id 
the  firil  place,  he  is  accountable  to  the  Emperor,  who  may  re* 
voke  or  an^ul  whatever  be  has  done  by  Virtue  of  that  delegated 
Power  ;  and  befides  this,  his  Office  depends  entirely  upon  the 
Pleafure  of  the  Emperor,  who  may  refume  or  determine  it 
whenever  he  pleafes. 

There  is  alfoa  Vicaiiate  of  the  Empire  in  Itafy^  which  has 

been  generally  executed  by  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  ;   but  as  this  is 

'.  a  Matter  of  fome  Perplexity,  does  not  immediately  relate  to  our 

prcfent  SubjeSt,  and  may  be  confidered  hereafter  in  another 

Place,  there  is  no  Occafion  for  dwelling  on  it  here ;  only  it  may 

.  not  be  ami&  to  rem.ixk,  that  from  the  lateft  Praftice,  in  cafe  of 

the  Vacancy  of  the  Empire,  it  feems,  that  the  Affairs  of  Italy 

fall  under  the  Diredion  of  the  Vicars  of  t.he  Empire  appointed 

by  the  Golden  Bull;  and  as  to  any  Power  granted  to  the  Duke 

of  Savoyy  or  any  other  Prince,  by  a  leigning  Emperor,  that  can 

only  make  him  the  Emperor's  Vicar  in  Itafy^  andddes  not  veft 

him  with  the  Quality  of  Vicar  of  the  Em,)ire;  which  Offices, 

as  the  Reader  vii.l  uJv.  C.Jarly  pcrcJ^e,  are  very  diflinft  and 

ditfere'^t  Thill g^s,  '  ,      • 

\ 
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'  It  win  alfo  appear,  from  what  hat  been  Taid,  thfttudeTs  an 
limpcrot  is  dcfirous  uf  having  a  Succtffor  appointed tnhfs Life* 
time,  there  can  be  no  foli<l  Reafon  affigncd  for  the  EleAoii 
giving  him  an  Affociatc  under  the  Title  of  King  ^fthi  Rmmusi 
lincc  the'  Emptror,  if  he  pleaie^,  mav  devolves  any  Part  of  his 
Authority,  for  his  own  Eafc  and  the  Good  of  the  £inpixTe»  upoo 
any  Prince  he  thinks  proper,  with  the  Charafler^f  his*jVic»fi 
and  with  this  ad<ii.ional  Advantage,  that  he  may .  be  called! to 
»:count  for  his  Adminfiration  in  that  Quality^  whidiin  the 
other  Cafe  might  not  be  fo  eafy. 

This  Diitindtion  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Empire '« 
neceil'ary  alfo  in  many  other  Cafes  j  and  that  we  mayknbw  how 
to  make  it,  where  and  whenever  it  becomes  nccefiaryyj.we:wiU 
endeavour  to  explain  the  Relation  there  is  between  the  Meflir 
bers  of  the  Empire  and  its  Head  ;  or,  in  othfcr  Words»  the 
Emperor  and  the  Princes  and  other  Powers  of  the  Empiie.  Thb 
the  very  bcft Authors  on  xbtPubiickot  ConftitutunolLanfi^ZAk, 
is  (tiled  in  Germany^  own  to  be  a  very  difficult  thing,  and  kap- 
pears  the  more  fo  irom  their  differing  about  it. 

Bar  if  we  conHder  that  the  Empire  was  firft  hereditary,  and 
that  the  l^rritories  held  by  Lords  of  all  Ranks  and  Denomina- 
ti.'ns  were  Ftefs^  granted  to  thofe  Lords  bv  Inveftittare  ;  and  if 
we  farther  relied,  that  when  the  Race  of  tharkmagne  ct^itA  ta 
govern  Girmany^  th:  Primes  and  Lords  of  their  own  Motive 
preftrvtd  the  ancient  Conftitution,  and  refolved,  by  giving 
themfclves  a  Head,  to  continue  the  Empire,  we  fiiall  underftaod 
this  Matter  clearly.  'I  heir  Sovereignty  appears  in  this  Refeltt- 
Tion :  If  chcy  bad  been  under  any  Maiter,  they  oould  not  have 
taken  it;  but  being  under  none,  they  aflbctated  themfelves in  a 
certain  Manner,  and  on  ceruin  Conditions  ^  the  Performance 
of  which  includes  all  that  is  properly  called  Duty  to  the  Empire. 

But  as  this  Conftitution  implies  fome  Center  of  Dignity, 
fome  Head  or  Chief,  by  which  the  Majcfty  of  the  Empire  may 
be  rendered  vifible,  and  its  Lslws  be  put  in  Execution,  they 
agree  to  chufe  an  Emperor  for  this  Purpofe.  in  confequence 
of  this  Choice,  they  are  to  receive  from  htm,  or  before  bit 
Throne,  the  inveftiture  of  their  Dominions  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
^le£tors  and  Princes  are  to  do  this  ;  for  as  to  Counts  and  freo 
Cities,  they  obtain  their  Inveftitures  from  the  Aulic  Council ; 
but  this  marks  no  more  than  their  Submiffion  to  the  Empire ; 
iince  as  it  is  their  Duty  to  demand,  it  is  no  lels  the  Emperor's  to 
beftow  ;  and  this  he  premifci  upon  Oath,  amongft  other  Af- 
ticWs  in  bis  Capitulation^ 
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Ttie  Mfloiben  of  the  Ecnpixe  therefore,  are  dependent  vpon 
Ui  Aat  from  their  Union  they  ma  v  derive  Protedion  s  and  they 
jm  dependent  on.  the  Emperor,  becaufe  in  him  refides  the  Ma- 
je^  <tf  the  Empire ;  in  all  other  Refpe&  they  are  independent 
•Ddfireew  We  nay  honce  difcern,  tbatevery  thing  done  againft 
a  Pfiace  wearing  the  Imperial  Crown,  is  not  done  againit  the 
JEmpeior*  For  fuch  a  Pi^nct  may  have  other  Dominions  and 
other  Titkt,  and  what  oonceta  him  in  refped  to  them  does  not 
COQoera  him  aa. Emperor;  and  therefore  nothing  relating  to 
~  ^  or  Perfons  out  of  the  Empire,  can  be  conftrued  to  the 
ce  of  any  Priooe  or  Power  of  the  Empire. 
;  to  9&  againft  the  Emperor  in  quality  of  Head  or  Chief 
of  the/£i^pire,  is  a  Crime  a^infl  the  Nature  of  that  Confede* 
iiqrf  which  oonftitutes  the  Empire,  and  renders  the  Member 
committing  it  liable  toPuniihment  for  it,  according  to  the  La  w» 
of  the  Empire.  Yet  this  is  no  Infringement  on  the  Sovereignty 
of  fuch  a  Member,  becaufe  he  acquires  and  enjoys  it  under  the 
Govewuit  of  being  true  and  loyal  to  the  Empire ;  and  if  he  con- 
tinues lb,  muft  be  fecureof  their  Ai&ftance^  which  is  an  Equi<» 
mdent  for  the  Duty  expelled  from  hiou 

This  Account,  fimple  and  eafy  as  it  is,  of  the  Relation  be- 
tween the  States  compofing  the  facred  Romifi  Empire,  fuiE*- 
Sexplajos  the  Keafonablenefs  and  Jufttce  of  proceeding 
any  Prince  ot  State  of  the  Empire,  wanting  in  his  or  its 
or  departing  from  their  Fidelity,  by  putting  them  under 
the  Ban  of  the  Enfpire.  This  at  hrft  light  fcems  to  wound 
even  mortally  the  Notion  of  Sovereign  Authority  in  thefe 
Frioces  $  for  if  Sovereigns,  h<»w  fhall  they  be  iudged  ?  But 
wiien  more  clofely  examined,  this  Objedion  will  not  appear  fo 
weighty.  The  Sovereignty  of  thefe  Princes  fprings  from  that 
Union  which  conftitutes  the  Empire,  and  therefore  this  Power 
knecefiary  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Empire,  fo  that  the  Sub* 
je6lioQ  arifes  from  the  Confent  of  thefe  Sovereigns,  ami  the 
Punilhment  is  fuitablc  to  this  Notion  of  the  Thing  »  viz.  De- 
privation of  tfaofe  Territories  which  render  fuch  Princos  Mem* 
hers  of  the  £n»pire. 

It  is  very  true«  that  there  are  (bme  old  Examples  of  putting 
Perfons  to  Death  for  Treafon  asainft  Emperors,  but  .this  ex- 
tended no  ^thcr  than  Counts  of  the  Empire.  It  is  alfo  true 
that  Charles  V.  not  or>iy  deprived  the  Elector  of  Saxony^  and 
the  Landgrave  of  He£e^  ot  their  Dominions,  but  alfo  paflcd  . 
Sentence  of  Death  on  the  former,  though  he  forcbore  to  put  it 
iu  Execution.    But  this  was  done,  not  in  the  old  legal  Way, 
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%f  *n  Afleaibly  cT  chc  adjacent  States,  but  by  the  Aulic  Co.unca^ 
eftabliflied  by  the  Epaperor  Muxifmlkin,  a^d  was  confioereo  u, 
<i«e  «f  thofe  Stcetcbes  of  Powet  whkh  brought  oo  the  fuccecd-> 
ing  Civil  Wan 

The  Deprivation  of  the  ElcSor  Palatine  on  the  Score  of 
the  War  in  Bohemiay  had  fomethiixg  fpQf.e  of  Formality  in  it, 
but  Aiir  was  far  enough  from  being  legal,  or  froso  being 
coniidered  as  fuch  by  the  unbiafled  Powers  of  the  EmpiVe^^ 
who  therefore  took  the  firft  Opportunity  of  doing  the  Dc- 
fcendent  of  that  Prince  Juftice,.  by  r.eftoringhim  to  bis  £)ig- 
aity  and  Dominionff.    .  '  . 

Since  that  Titiie,  and  indeed  in  our  own,  the  ^e£lors  of 
Bavaria  and  Cologne  have  been  put  under  the  Ban  of  tl?e.  Ejjti-. 
pire  with,  far  greater  Reafon,  and  with  much  more  Shew  .©( 
Juftice  ;  and  yet  the  States  of  the  Enipire  were  not  iatisfied,  but 
provided  by  an  exprcfs  Article  in  the  Capitulation  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  VI.  that  no  Member  of  the  Empire  fliould  be  put  under 
the  Ban  without  being  heard,  and  without  the  Opinion. and 
Confent  ,of  all  the  Eleftors,  Princes,  and  States  of  the  Empire 
firft  had  and  obtained,  {^r.  Thus  it  appears  clearly^  that  the 
Ban  of  the  Empire  is  a  Punifhment  founded  in  the  Nature  of  the 
Government,  derogates  little  or  nothing  from  the  Sovereignty 
of  Princes,  who  derive  their  Sovereignty  from  and  are  fupported 
therein  by  that  Conftitution)  and  is  now  fo  cffedlually  regulated 
as  to  be  no  longer  liable  to  Abufes. 

•  The  Emperors  themfelves  are  not  above.  Law,  or  free  from 
the  Danger  of  feeling  its  EfFedb,  if  they  digrcfs  from  their 
Duty.  The  Eleftors  have  claimed,  and  even  executed  a  Right 
of  depoiing  as  well  as  choofing  Emperors,  and  the  fame  Thing 
has  been  done  other  Ways.  At  prefent  we  fee  the  Capitulations 
are  drawn  up  and  fworn  to,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  a  rigorous 
Method  of  Proceeding,  from  whence,  how  well  founded  iocver, 
vafi  Inconveniencies  muft  enfue ;  but  if  in  Breach  of  this  Capi* 
tulation  a  German  Emperor  (hould  attempt  to  fubvert  the  Con^ 
ftitution,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Doubt  that  the  College  of  £le£brs 
have  a  Right  toremonftrate  againft  his  Copdudt,  and  if  that  has 
noEffefl  ( in  Conjunilion  with  the  Diet)  to  apply  proper  Re* 
medics  to  reftrain  him. 

But  after  infifting  fo  lone  on  the  fuperior  or  fupreme  Ju« 
xifdiftion,  it  is  very  naturd  to  defcend  to  the  ordinary  Tri- 
bunals of  Courts  of  Juftice.  According  to  the  original  Con* 
ftitution  of  the  Empire,  there  was  the  greateft  Care  imaginable 
taken  for  the-  Diftribution  and  Executioi\  of  Juftice  by  the 
Counts,  within  their  Jurifdi&ions  \  and  by  Appe^5  from  theml 
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ilk  At  Emperor's  Courts^  before  the  Count  PaUtine.  Whetl 
die  Power  however  of  the  Emperors  came  to  decline,  this  Diftri- 
bution  of  Juftice,  which  depended  entirely  diereupon^  came  to 
be  interrupted.  This  Mifchief  was  foon  perceived,  but  not  fo 
^n  I'emedied ;  various  Attempts  indeed  were  made,  but  all 
|kroved  partial,  mod  of  them  ineflbAual. 

At  laft^  the  Inconveniencies  grew  fo  many  and  fo  great^ 
that  the  Statel  folicited  the  help  of  feveral  Emperors,  for 
conftituting  a  Court  which  might  anfwer  the  End  propofed,  of 
having  Juffice  impartially  adminiftered  in  great,  as  well  as  in  fmall 
Caufes.  Ferdinand  III.  abfolutely  refufed  his  Confent,  but  in 
the  Reign  of  his  Son  Maximilian  I.  this  great  Point  was  fettled, 
and  fuch  a  Court  ereded  under  the  Title  of  The  Imperial 
Chamber^  at  WormSy  in  14959  removed  to  Spire  1533,  and  after 
the  French  YaA  barbaroufly  ruined  the  Palatinate,  to  fyetzleria 
1696.  The  Members  of  this  great  Court  of  Jufiice  were,  a 
Judge  of  the  Chamber,  four  Prehdents,  and  fifty  Afleflbrs  \  but 
in  1 7 19,  this  Number  was  leflened  by  one  half^  and  thefe  are 
to  be  part  Proteftants,  part  Papifts, 

The  Reafon.  why  the  Emperors  were  averfe  to  the  forming 
fo  neceflary  a  Tribunal,  was,  becaufe  they  had  always  Hopes  of 
recovering  this  laft  Flower  of  their  Prerogative,  by  bringing  all 
Caufes  in  the  laft  Refort  before  a  Tribunal  of  their  own  ap- 
pointing, whereas  the  Emperor  names  only  the  Judges  and  Pre* 
fidents  of  the  Imperial  Chamber.  What  former  Emperors  had 
endeavoured  in  vain  bjr  Authority,  Maximilion  obtained  by  Po- 
licy. He  forefa  w  that  the  large  Expence  of  the  Imperial  Chamber^ 
which  fell  eniirely  on  the  States  of  the  Empire,  would  make 
them  unattcntivc  to  their  new  Tribunal  ;  and  fo  it  fell  out. 
They  knew  the  Importance  of  it,  they  ftruggled  to  obtain  it^ 
but  they  neglected  its  J^pport. 

The  wife  Emperor,  to  provide  for  the  Adhiiniftration  of 
Juftice,  at  fuch  Times  as  thefe  Accidents  kept  the  Imperial 
Chamber  clofe,  revived  his  Aulic  Council '^  and  to  fhew  his 
Moderation;  defired  the  States  to  add  to  the  Number  of  Aflef- 
lbrs eight,  though  the  Emperor  allows  Salaries  to  them  all.  By 
this  Means  he  drew  all  the  ("aufes  before  his  own  Tribunal^- 
by  keeping  it  ever  open,  and  the  Seats  well  filled  ;  and  by 
faking  care  to  fee  the  sentences  pronounced,  duly  and  fpeedi* 
ly  executed. 

The  Princes  aitd  States  of  the  Empire  quickly  faw  their  Er- 
ror, snd  that  the  Emperor  had  made  ufs  of  their  Negligence  to 
fecure  what,  if  they  had  not  loft  their  Opportimity,  mufthava 
always  deoended  upon  thrm«  They  did  not  fail  to  remonftrato 
IQ?d  cxpoftulate  on  this  Subje^  and  to  reprefent  it  as  an  In* 
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Irtngement  on  the  Germankk  G)nftitlition,  by  which  the  Jmpt^ 
r<al  Chamber  ought  not  only  to  be  the  fupteme,  but  the  folc 
Tribunal  of  that  kind. 

To  this,  however,  the  Emperor  ffetumed  very  plaufible  An- 
fwers.  He  obrerved^  that  in  ereding  the  Imperial  Chamber 
he  had  complied  with  the  Defire  of  die  States  ;  and  by  efta* 
blilhrng  the  Aulic  Councii,  he  had  provided  for  the  conftant  Ad-» 
Biiniftrdtion  of  Juftice;  hte  infifted  that  he  had  performed  his 
Duty  in  both  Refpeds,  that  he  was  not  at  all  accountable  for 
the  Want  of  Judges  in  one  Court,  and  that  he  deferred 
Thanks  for  the  Pains  he  took  to  fupply  the  Deficiency  of 
one  Tribunal  by  the  other. 

After  all  thefe  Difputes  therefore,  thefe  two  fupreme  Courts 
fubfift,  and  that  too  in  fome  meafure  with  equal  Authority  } 
for  which  firft  pofTeiTes  a  Caufe,  thereby  retains  it ;  but  fome 
Points,  fuch  as  the  referved  Rights  of  the  Emperor^  belong  to 
the  Julie  Gouncili  but  both  receive  Appeals  from  inferior  Ja<» 
rifdidions,  and  decide  dubious  Titles.  The  Sentences  in  both 
Courts  are  fubje£fc  to  a  Revifion,  and  in  cafe  of  Injuftice  there 
may  be  a  Complaint  made  to  the  Diet* 

In  thi3  Circumftance  alone,  thefe  Tribunals  differ,  vtt*  that 
the  Imperial  Chamber  fubfifts  during  a  Vacancy  of  the  Throne, 
when  Juftice  is  done  in  the  Name  of  the  Vicars  of  the  En^- 
pire ;  but  the  Aulic  Council  is  immediately  diifolved  by  the  Death 
of  the  Emperor,  and  a  new  one  cannot  be  named  till  an  Em- 
peror is  elected. 

But  before  we  part  with  thisSubjeA,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
fay  fomewhat  more  particular  of  this  Aulic  Councily  which, 
confifts  of  a  Prefident,  a  Vice-Prefident,  and  feventeen  Aflcf*- 
ibrs,  of  whom  {\x  are  Proteftants )  the  Vice-chancellor  of  the 
Empire  hath  alfcra  Right  to  a  Seat  therein,  and  all  the  Decrees 
iflliing  from  hence,  pafs  through  his  Hands,  and  are  direded  by 
him  to  thofe  who  are  to  put  them  in  Execution.  It  is  by.  the 
great  Weight  and  extenuve  Influence  of  this  Conrt,  that  the 
Emperors  are  enabled  to  make  their  Authority  more  felt  than 
one  would  imagine  was  poffible,  confidering  the  Conftitution 
of  the  Germanick  Body,  and  the  Stipulations  about  this  Matter 
in  the  Treaty  ^Ojnahnrgh. 

The  Papifts  and  Proteftants  both  complain  of  the  too  great 
Authority  of  this  Tribunal,  and  the  latter,  with  too  much 
Reafon,  of  its  Partiality ;  but  hitherto  they  have  not  been 
able  to  agree  upon  the  Means  of  repreffing  or  reftraining  it 
within  Bounds,  and  thereby  reftoring  to  the  true  Court  of 
the  Empire,  vi%.  the  Imperial  Chamber^  its  original  and  legal 
JurifdiiSion. 
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But  if  the  Princes  and  Sutes  have  an  Interefl  one  Way^ 
the  Emperor  has  no  lefs  vifibly  an  Intereft  the  other )  for  by 
Virtue  of  Appeals  from  the  Tribunals  of  other  Princes,  he  finds 
Means  to  draw  out  of  it  a  kind  of  coercive  Authority.  We 
are  however  to  obferve,  that  the  Eledors,  and  even  fome  other 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  fuch  as  the  Archdukes  of  Auftria  and 
the' Duke  of  Saxony^  are  exempted  from  this  Dependence; 
that  is  CO  fay,  their  Subjects  have  no  Right  at  all  to  thofe  Ap- 
peals :  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes  in  like  JManner  are  exempted,  and 
fo  are  Criminal  Caufes,  becaufe  of  the  many  Inconveniencies 
and  Delays  that  muft  necefTarily  attend  fuch  Appeals  in  both. 

By  this  Court,  and  the  Exercife  of  his  referved  Rights,  the 
Emperor's  Power  appears,  and  by  a  dextrous  Ufe  of  them  he 
avails  himfelf  of  his  Dignity,  notwithftanding  all  the  Reftric- 
tions  by  which  it  is  bounded.  By  referyed  Rights^  are  meant 
the  Prerogatives  annexed  to  the  Imperial  Dignity,  and  are 
chiefly  thefe,  vi%n  Granting  to  all  the  Princes  the  Inveftiture 
of  their  Dominions,  which  has  been  explained  ;  conferring 
Titles,  fuch  as  Princes  ai^d  Counts  of  the  Empire,  making  Ci- 
ties, founding  Univerfities,  granting  Fairs,  and  other  fuch 
like  Advantages  ;  in  giving  Difpenfations  with  refped  to  Age, 
that  Pripces  may  the  fooner  come  to  govern  their  own  Domi* 
nions,  without  waiting  the  Clofe  of  tedious  Minorities,  which 
are  always  deftru£live ;  in  deciding  Difputes  abodt  Rank  and 
Precedency,  and  granting  for  once  only  a  vacant  Sea,t  in  every 
Chapter  of  the  Empire,  which  is  ftiled  the  Right  of  Prima 
Prices^  and  is  equivalent  to  the  Prerogative  of  the  Primacy  call* 
ed  an  Option. 

In  none  of  thefe  Points  however  he  is  abfolutely  at  Liberty; 
for  as  to  Fiefs,  he  is  bound  to  beftow  Inveftitures  as  the  Laws 
dire<Sl ;  as  to  Titles,  he  promifes  to  beftow  them  only  on  wor* 
thy  Perfons,  and  who  have  Eftates  fofEcient  to  fupport  them ; 
and  when  bsflowed,  they  only  give  Name  and  Refped.  To 
acquire  Power  and  Privileges,  thefe  Princes  and  Counts,  after 
their  Creation  by  the  Emperor,  muft  have  the  Confent  of  their 
refpedive  Bodies,  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  ftt  and  vote; 'yet 
fome  Titles  are  of  great  Confcquence,  as  for  tnftance,  en- 
nobling Ladies  that  aie  inferior  by  Birth  to  Princes,  who  incline 
to  efpoufe  them,  and  thereby  legitimating  their  Defcendents; 
who  otherwife,  on  account  of  that  Inequality  of  Birth,  arccon- 
fidered  as  incapable  of  Succeftion.  In  Cafes  of  Minority,  no 
Wrong  muft  be  done  to  the  natutal  Guardian  gf  the  Prince,  and 
in  all  the  other  Cafes  many  Cautions  are  to  be  ufed ;  not  with* 
flanding  all  which,  fuch  are  the  Politicks  of  this  Court,  that 
thefe  Imperial  Prerogatives  are  attended 'with  many,  and  thofe 
too  vdry  confiderable  Advantages. 

After 
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After  reviewing  feparately  the  Powers  of  the  Emperor,  and 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  we  are  next  to  regard  them  as  afting 
conjunflly  in  the  Diets,  or  AfTemblies  of  the  States  of  the. 
Empire,  where  the  Germanick  Body  appears  in  its  full  LuAre, 
and  in  which  the  Lcgiflative  Power  of  the  Empire  refides.  It. 
would  be  needlefs  to  detain  the  Reader  with  an  Account  of 
the  Differences  between  the  ancient  and  modern  Diets,  as  the 
Diet  is  now  become  neceflary  and  perpetual,  this  that  now 
fubfifts  having  fat  fin.ce  X653  ;  neither  is  it  requifite  to  dwell 
on  the  Manner  of  convoking  and  opening  this  Affembly,  39 
thefe  are  not  at  all  like  to  occur  in  our  Days  ;  '  and  therefore 
let  us  content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  every  Prince 
and  State,  every  Prelate,  Count,  and  free  City  of  the  Empire, 
has  a  Right  to  a  Seat  in  this  Diet,  which  the  Princes  claim 
before  Inveftiturc,  the  Prelates  before  they  receive  their  Bulb, 
and  the  Guardians  of  young  Princes  during  the  Minority  of 
their  Wards. 

The  Emperor,  when  prefent  at  the  Place  where  the  Diet  19 
held  (  ufually  at  Ratifion^  but  may  be  held  in  any  City  of  the 
Empire)  prefides  there  in  Perfon  ;  when  abfcnt,  he  does  fo 
virtually  by  his  Commiffary,  or  firft  Commiflioner,  who  lays 
before  the  AfTembly  whatever  he  receives  Orders  from  his 
Matter  to  propofe,  which  is  done  by  the  Communication  of 
what  is  called  the  CommiJJorial  Decree. 

The  Dirwftor,  or  as  we  would  phrafe  it,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Diet,  is  the  Eleftor  of  Mentz,  in  Quality  of  Chancellor  of  the 
Empire  ;  and  therefore  he  has  a  Chancery  thpre,  to  which  all 
Things  are  addreiTed  that  are  to  come  before  the  Diet ;  and 
thefe  are  made  known  and  publiihed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Eledlor  of  Mentz  reading  the  Papers,  which  are  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  Secretaries  of  the  other  Minifters  of  the  States 
at  the  Diet ;  and  this  is  what  they  call  per  Di£faturam^  whence 
the  Expreffion  of  tranfmitting  Memorials  or  other  Papers  of 
State  to  the  DiSiature  of  the  Empire. 

It  is  common  in  all  the  Accounts  we  have  of  the  Debates  ia 
the  German  Diets,  to  find  mention  made  of  feveral  Colleges ; 
and  this  makes  it  proper  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Diet  or  ge- 
neral Affembly  of  the  States  is  confidered  as  divided  into  or 
forming  three  diiFind  Colleges,  each  of  which  has  its  parti- 
cular Diredon  The  firft  is  that  of  the  Electors,  in  which 
the  Eleflor  of  Meniz  dircds,  not  in  Q^iality  of  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Empire,  but  as  being  the  firft  Eledtor,  or  as  fome 
phrafe  it.  Dean  of  the  College. 

The  fecond  is  ftiled  the  College  of  Princes,  in  which  fit 
not  only  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  Princes  of  Qermany^hnt 
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Ihe  Frebtes  alfo,  who  are  i^ot  confulered  as  Princes,  and  the 
Counts  of  the  Empire ;  but  with  refped  to  their  Votes,  there 
is  a  wideDiflFerence ;  for  the  Princes  fpiritual  and  temporal,  vote 
diftin&ly,  that  is,  each  of  them  has  a  Angle  Vote ;  butthePrcr 
lates  and  Counts  vote  by  Benches,  each  of  thofe  Benches  having 
only  one  Vote. 

The  Prelates  are  divided  into  two  Benches,  viz.  of  the  Rhifte 
and  Swabia  ;  but  the  Counts  into  four,  of  tbt  PFeteraWy  Swa^ 
kia^  Franconiay  and  WtAphalia.  Neither  thefe  Counts,  nor  their 
Minifter,  attend  at  the  Diet ;  they  content  themfelves  with 
fending  a  Minifter  for  each  B^nf:h  to  maintain  their  jR.ights,  an^ 
to  give  their  Suifr^g^  when  demanded.  The  Archduke  of  Au- 
Jlriay  and  the  Arphbifliop  of  Saltzburgh^  arc  Diredors  of  the 
College  of  Princes,  and  officiate  alternately  as  the  Subjeds  of 
their  Deliberations  fall  out ;  and  it  is  for  this  Reafon  the  Arch- 
duke of  Auftrid's  Minifter  fits  on  the  Right-hand  Bench  amongft 
the  fpiritual  Princes. 

The  third  College  js  that  of  the  free  Cities  of  the  Empire  ; 
and  the  Dire^or  of  that  College  is  the  Minifter  of  the  City,  in 
which  the  Diet  happens  to  fit.  The  two  fornjer  Colleges  are 
filled  Superior ;  and  indeed,  as  we  ^11  prefently  fhew,  they 
ore  in  Effea  the  Diet. 

In  all  thefe  Collegesf  the  Sentiment  of  the  l^ajority  is  con- 
lidered  as  that  of  the  Body,  except  in  fome  particular  Cafes  regu- 
lated by  the  Treaty  of  Ofnaburgbj  in  which  the  Confent  of  the 
whole  is  ftilj  neceflary.  Thefe  are,  whatever  concerns  Religion, 
what  relates  ^o  the  Empire  as  a  colleifiive  Body  ;  and  in  a  Cafe 
in  which  all  the  Papifts  are  on  one  Side,  and  all  the  Proteftants 
on  the  other ;  for  ^ere,  as  in  many  other  Inftances,  this,  how- 
ever unequal  the  Nupbpr  pf  Voices  may  be,  is  notwithftand- 
ing  looked  on  as  an  even  Diyifion.  The  Affair  of  Contribu- 
tions was  propofed  to  have  been  added  to  thefe  Cafes,  but  was 
referred  to  the  Diet,  where  it  has  pcver  been  fettled,  ^nd  fo  j^ 
much  in  the  fame  State  as  if  it  had  been  adually  declared  one 
pf  thofe  Cafes. 

When  any  Point  comes  before  the  Diet,  it  is  firft  delibe- 
rated 9n|l  debated  in  the  College  of  Electors,  next  in  that  of 
Prinpes:  If  thefe  Colleges  difFer,  they  endeavour  to  reconcile 
them  by  ^  feipfi  of  Fr^e  Conferences^  at  which  only  the  Direc- 
tors affift,  with  fucji  as  the  Colleges  think  fit  to  name  in  Con- 
jun&ion  with  them.  "Vyhtfn  by  thefe  Conferences  the  Colleges 
are  brought  to  a  Concurrence^  then  their  joint  Opinion  js 
fignified  to  the  third  College,  and  they  are  invited  to  accede 
to  iti  bj*t  if  they  do  not,  the  former  is  digefted  and  engroffed 
ia  tfie  Chancery,  and  delivered  t j  ihc  Emperor's  Commiflary, 
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with  the  Title  of  the  Opinion  of  the  Empire';  only  Montioit- 
is  made  at  the  Clofe  of  it,  what  was  the  Opinion  of  the  third 
College. 

It  has  been  a  Point  debated  with'great  Warmth,  whether  ac- 
cording to  the  Germanick  ConftitutioVi,  the  Opinion  of  the  Ma- 
jority of  the  Colleges  be  pt-opcrly  the  Sentiments  of  the  Empire  \ 
a  Queftion  of  Importance,  no  doubt,  and  therefore  not  like  to 
be  decided  before  the  Greek  Kalands ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
Pradice  is  as  we  have  ftated  it. 

After  the  Ceremonies  before  mentioned,  this  Opinion  of  the 
Colleges  is  tranfmitted  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  who  gives  it  his 
Approbation,  and  then  it  is  publiibed  in  his  Name,  as  a  Re- 
jolutiott  of  the  Empire^  the  States  are  exhorted  to  obev  it,  and 
all  the  Tribunals  in  the  Empire  are  direded  to  coniider  it  as 
fuch. 

But  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  this  Matter  will  yet  remain 
in  fome  meafure  obfcure,  if  wc  do  not  explain  the  Subjeds  that 
come  in  this  onanner  before  the  Diet.  In  the  firft  place  the 
Diet  makes  Laws,  explains  Laws,  and  decides  ambiguousCafes; 
and  therefore  whenever  the  Aulic  Council  prefumes  to  do  this, 
they  con/ider  it  as  a  real  and  dangerous  Infringement  *,  next  they 
are  to  be  confultcd  in  making  War,  in  which  the  Emperor  cap 
donotbiog  without  them,  even  though  it  fliould  be  attended 
with  Circumftances  that  ever  fo  manifeftly  concern  the  £n>- 
pire. 

When  War  is  declared,  the  Diet  appoints  the  FieW-Marflial 
who  is  to  command  the  Army,  and  afligns  him  alfo  a  Qouncil 
oS  War  J  nay,  after  War  is  declared^  in  any  Cafe  but  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Empire,  any  Prince  may  notwithftan^ing  re- 
main neuter  j  as  the  Elc£kor  of  Bavaria  did  \t\  1672,  when  the 
Empire  entered  into  a  War  to  fave  the  Dutchy  and  in  the  lail 
War  occafioned  by  the  Eledion  of  the  prefent  King  of  Pq- 
land.  The  Diet  likewife  fettles  the  Expences  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  the  Quota  which  each  Prince  or  State  is  rate^l  at,  is 
filled  the  Contingent ;  thefe  are  governed  by  old  Precedents,  and 
the  antient  name  of  Roman  Months  is  ftill  in  ufe,  becaufe  of 
old  thefe  Subfidies  were  commonly  given  eithpr  to  enable  the 
Emperor  to  make  War  in  Italyt^  or  for  his  Journey  to  Rome  to 
be  crowned. 

Laftly,  the  Diet  enters  into  and  n^akes  Alliances  with 
Foreign  Princes,  whipb  are  however  commonly  negotiated 
by  the  Emperor,  who  is  empowered  for  that  Piirpofe,  zfai  in 
the  End,  the  Treaty  fo  concluded  is  ratified  by  the  Empire  ; 
and  hence  arife  Wars,  in  which  the  Efppire  is  obliged  to  take 
part,  tho*  npt  attacked  5  on  this  fcore  likcwifc  Foreign  Princes 
CL+  bavQ 
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have  Their  Minifters  at  the  Diet,  though  the  Empire  fends  no 
Ambaflidor. 

But  in  moft  of  the  Congrefles  for  bringing  about  a  Peace^ 
where  the  Empire  has  joined  in  a  War,  lome  Regard  has 
been  had  to  her  Intcrpofition  j  as  at  Nimeguen,  where  the  Im» 
perial  Minifters  had  Power  from  the  Empire  ;  at  Ryfwici 
they  named  a  fpccial  Commiffion  5  they  fent  Deputies  on  the 
fame  Account  to  the  Hague^  when  during  the  laft  general 
War  Conferences  were  held  there  about  Peace ;  thejr  have 
alfo  had  fome  Share  fmce  in  the  Approbation  of  the  1  reaties 
of  Baden  and  Vienna. 

The  Truth  however  is,  and  our  Duty  obliges  us  to  fpeak  it, 
that  they  have  been  exceedingly  ill-ufed  in  all  thcfe  Cafes,  the 
Emperor  making  whatever  Terms  for  them  he  pleafed,  and  on- 
ly ufmg  their  Authority  to  ratify  them.  This  we  may  look 
upon  (and  juftify)  as  the  Caufeof  that  Languorand  Ina6livity  of 
the  Diet,  in  regard  to  whatever  has  fo  much  as  a  diftant  Rela- 
tion to  War  }  for  the  States  of  the  Empire  knowing,  as  they 
very  well  do,  that  they  have  nothing  to  hope  and  all  things  to 
fear  from  a  War,  are  unwilling  to  enter  into  it,  and  being  em- 
barked a£l  but  heavily  from  the  fame  Notion,  which  however 
vnreafonablc,  is  after  all  but  natural. 

The  Peace  of  IVeflphalia  gave  rife  to  the  prcfent  Diet, 
and  eftablifixed  the  Germanick  Conftitution  ;  but  the  Diet  paid 
dearly  for  the  Advantages  fhe  gainqfJ,  by  confenting  to  yield, 
fuch  fine  Provinces  as  fhe  did  to  France  and  Sweden  by  that 
Treaty  ;  yet  in  all  fucceeding  Treaties  fhe  has  had  much  worfe 
X^uck,  ^as  lofing  in  each,  and  getting  nothing  by  all  of  them. 
We  need  not  wonder  therefore  if  the  States  of  the  Empire  arc 
'not  fuddenly  rouzed,  fince  both  Reafon  and  Experience  teach 
them,  that  whije  they. can  keep  out  of  a  War,  they  can  lofc 
nothing,  pf  which,  whatever  its  Succeik  be,  they  can  never  be 
fare  any  other  way. 

The  great  and  powerful  ^Princes  of  the  Empire  may,  like 
other  great  Princes,  be  drawn  to  engage  in  Alliances  and 
Wars  by  their  Intcrefts  an^  Private  Views,  and  will  then 
Z&.  with  Vigour  and  Spirit  as  other  Princes  do,  and  upon 
the  fame  Motives  of  Gain  and  Advantage,  having  their  own 
L^liniftets  at  every  Congrcfs  to  manage  their  Concerns;  but 
the  Germanick  Body  being  fo  circupiilanced  as  to  be  able  to 
reap  no  Profit  from  fuch  Negotiations,  even  at  the  moft  fa- 
vourable Conjunfturcs,  but  on  the  contrary,  being  often  called 
upon  and  expefted  to  make  Satisfaction  for  what  is  given  by 
Treaties  to  other  Powers,  \ye  need  not  at  aU  wonder  4t  tlicir 
Condudt 

But 
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IBut  tb  proceed :  There  is  nothing  in  reference  to  the  Ger^ 
manict  Body,  that  deferves  mare  Attention  than  their  reli- 
gious  Difiin£tions9  becaufe  thefe  really  divide  the  Sutes  as  ic 
were  into  two  diflin£l  Bodies,  with  different,  and  in  fome  Cafes 
even  oppofite  Interefts.  All  the  World  knows,  that  Lutber, 
began  to  preach  the  DoArines  of  the  Reformation  firft  in  G^r- 
mafiy^  and  that  his  religious  Sentiments  were  Quickly  embraced^ 
not  only  by  great  Numbers,  but  even  by  the  dubjcos  in  general 
of  feveral  Governments  in  the  Empire. 

This  having  exafperated  the  Court  of  Romt^  fhe  left  no  Stone- 
unturn'd  to  fecure  the  Suppreffion  of  this  Herefv  (as  ihe  called 
it}  by  the  fecular  Arm,  which  naturally  induced  the  Proteftants 
to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  Method  for  the  Defence  of  themfelves 
and  the  Freedom  of  their  Confciences.  Hence  arofe  the  League 
of  Smalcald  in  1530,  at  the  Head  of  which  were  the  £Ie&or  of 
Saxony  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe. 

We  have  in  the  foregoing  Article  given  the  Hiftory  of  this 
*  and  the  fucceeding  Wars  on  the  fcore  of  Religion,  and  fhewn 
how  little  the  Eledor  of  Saxony  got  by  trimming  between  the 
Proteftants  and  the  Emperor,  and  how  near  the  latter  was  fub* 
verting  the  Reformation  in  Germqny^  as  effe£lually  as  in  Bohe^ 
piia^  and  therefore  we  need  not  dwell  upon  it  here. 

It  was  the  Treaty  of  Weftphalla  that,  as  it  fettled  all  other 
Pifputesy  adjufted  this  alfo,  and  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the 
'  People  of  Germany^  of  both  Religions,  to  live  quietly,  as 
good  Chriftians  and  good  Subje£b.  But  as  thefe  Stipulations 
could  not  have  been  long  maintained,  if  fome  Method  had  not 
been  found  for  the  Proteftants  to  meet,  and  take  Meafures  in  a 
pody  for  their  own  Prefervation  ;  fo  the  fundamental  Laws  of 
the  Empire  having  once  authorized  this,  the  Method  was  not 
long  undifcoyered. 

In  the  firft  Diet  held  at  Ratijbon  1653,  after  the  Condufion 
of  that  Peace,  the  Proteftant  Princes  and  States  refolved  to  en- 
ter into  a  clofe  Conjunction  with  each  other  for  their  mu- 
tual Support ;  and  as  no  Body  can  a^  without  a  Head,  they 
unanimoufly  conferred  that  Honour  upon  the  Elector  of  Saxony^ 
at  the  Houle  of  whofe  Minifler  their  Conferences  have  been 
ever  ftnce  held  ;  and  from  this  Conjunfiion  or  Confederacy 
arifes  what  is  called  the  Evangelic  Bojy^  which  is  the  Guar- 
dian and  Protedrice  of  the  rroteftant  Intereft  in  Germany, 
watches  over  the  Laws  provided  for  the  Security  of  Religion, 
and  in  cafe  of  Violations,  which  from  the  natural  Spirit  of  Po- 
pery are  but  too  frequent,  fets  on  foot  Applications  to  the  Impe- 
rial Throne^  and  thereby  procures  Redreis  and  Satisfadion. 

One 
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One  would  have  imagined,  that  when  the  Eleftor  of  Saxiny 
quitted  the  Proteftant  Religion,  he  (hould  of  courfe  have  iofl ' 
bis  Q!>^i(y  of  Head  of  the  Evangelic  Body ;  but  the  contrary 
is  the  VzStj  which  the  Reader  muft  admit  is  a  very  ftrange 
one ;  but  for  this,  two  Reafons  are  affigned :  Ftrft,  that  the. 
Elcdor  of  Saxony^  confidering  the  Weight  and  Influence  this 
CharaAer  gave  him,  was  unwilling  to  refign  it ;  and  next, 
that  the  Proteftants  finding  his  Change  of  Religion  gave  Force 
to  hi$  Reprefentations  in  their_  Favour  to  thofe  of  his  own 
Communion,  faw  no  Caufe  to  take  their  Affairs  out  of 
liis  Hand,  which  is  however  what  they  may  do  whenever 
tbey  think  fit. 

There  b,  I  think,  only  one  Point  more  that  is  neceflary 
for  me  to  confider,  and  that  is,  the  Divifion  of  the  Empire  into 
Circles,  which  in  a  former  Article  I  (hewed  was  a  Regulation 
made  in  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  and  in  this  I 
iiave  mentioned  the  Reafon  of  that  Divifion,  which  was  for  the 
Sake  of  adn^iniftring  Juftice,  and  took  place  originally  on  the 
fouiiding  the  Imperial  Chamber.  This  Divifion,  which  was 
made  in  1 500,  eftabliflied  only  Six,  viz.  Bavaria,  Francmia, 
SwaUa,  Saxony,  the  Rhine,  and  fVeJlphalia,  which  are  ftill 
called  the  antient  Circles. 

But  the  great  Princes  declining  to  bring  their  Dominions 
under  the  Form  of  Circles,  that  Emperor  over-reached  them, 
and  by  throwing  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  into 
the  Circles  of  Auliria  and  Burgundy^  drew  in  the  Ele£lors  of 
Saxony  and  Brandenburgh  to  follow  his  Example  in  the  Circle  of 
Upper  Saxony  \  and  the  Elector  Palatine  and  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Eledtors  did  the  like  with  Refped  to  the  Upper  Rhine,  which 
'  encreafed  the  number  to  Ten, 

In  each  of  thefe  Circles  there  is  a  Diredor  and  a  Chief, 
the  firft  for  the  Management  of  Civil,  the  latter  for  re- 
gulating Military  Affairs ;  the  Directors  are  fixed  and  perr 
.  manent,  but  the  Chiefs  or  Generals  are  eledled  by  the  Circles. 
It  is  to  the  Diredors  of  the  refpe£tive  Circles  the  Imperial 
Chamber  commits  the  Execution  of  its  Decrees,  and  from 
hence  we  fee  how  this  Diftribution  comes  to  be  of  ufe  in 
that  of  Juftice,  as  alfo  why  the  moft  potent  Princes  were 
Igafi  inclined  to  it.' 

The  Circles  having  many  AiFairs  to  manage,  hold  frequent 
Diets,  in  which  their  Dire^ors  prefide,  and  in  which  they 
take  Mcafures  for  their  own  Profperity  and  Security  5  and 
as  fometimes  thefe  cannot  be  fo  well  purTued  without  the 
Concurrence  of  their  Neighbours,  they  negotiate  with  the 
Diets  of  other  Circles  i  and  when  this  is  done  upon  any  parti- 
cular 
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cukr  Occafioa^  or  with  a  View  to  z  certain  Pointy  thejr 
are  ftiled  Cdhf edit  ate  Circles  ^  but  this  being  more  frequenf; 
amongft  rbe  Circles  of  the  Upper  and  Z^rr  Rhine  and 
.JVefiphaliay  they  are  from  thence  denoxxiinated  Correjpending 
Circles. 

Tbu9  in  as  narrow  a  Compafs  as  it  is  poffible,  we  have 
given  the  Reader  a  compleat  View  of  the  moft  perplexed  and 
complicated  Government,  ancient  or  modern,  that  ever  exifted» 
and  put  it  entiiely  in  his  Power  to  comprehend  whatever  is 
advanced  in  relation  to  it  by  any  of  our  Orators  or  Politicians  i 
and  therefore  we  have  nothing  farther  to  add,  but  this  Ob- 
fervation,  that  however  particular  Princes  may  a£t  to  promote 
their  Interefts*  the  Germanick  Body  keeps  conftantly  in  view 
the  Maintenance  of  Publick  Lilfcrtyy  as  founded  on  the  Treaty 
oi  ffejipbalia. 


CHAP.    X. 

A  SucctnSi  View  of  the  Wftcry  of  the  FRENCH 
Nation  y  fince  they  have  been  governed  by  the  Houfe 
^Bourbon,  explaining  the  Alterations  that  have 
been  made  in  their  Conftitutiony  the  Progrefs  of 
their  Power y  their  Influence  and  Inter efls. 

•THE  Memoirs  of  the  two  great  Houfes  of  Auftria  and 
^  Bourbon  include  almoft  all  that  need  be  known  of  the  ge- 
neral Hiftory  of  Europe,  to  underfland  perfe&ly  its  prefent  State 
and  Condition,  together  with  the  Nature  of  thpfc  political  Dif- 
putes  which  reign  at  prefent,  or  which,  having  difturbed  paft 
Ages  till  laid  afleep  by  fome  happy  Expedient,  are  in  Danger 
of  awaking  aeain  and  kindling  frefh  Confufions. 

We  have  already  given  the  Reader  the  former  Hiftory,  whidi 
we  were  obliged  to  take  pretty  hi^h,  to  make  it  the  more 
evident  how  the  Ju/lrian  Houfe  acquired  by  Policy,  Marriages^ 
and  Accidents,  fo  extenfive  Dominions  as  ihe  once  pofle/Ted  ; 
how  (he  fixed  the  Imperial  Dignity  in  herfelf,  and  how  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  ambitious  Proje^s  and  their  Difappointments, 
ihe  gave  a  fettled  Form,  a  certain  Authority,  and  an  immutable 
Security  to  the  Germanick  Empire. 

By  the  Nature  of  our  Plan,  we  are  next  led  to  give  as  fa- 
tisfidtory  an  Account  pf  France^  which  confidering  the  narrow 

Compafs 
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Compafi  ire  are  to  do  it  in»  is  a  very  hard  Undertaking  1 
but  we  are  eiigeged  and  maft  go  through  ;  onlj  for  the  fake 
cf  Pcrfpicuity  it  may  be  proper  to  iay  a  Word  or  two 
of  what  we  propofe^  and  of  the  Method  in  which  we  are  to 
proceed* 

As  to  the  firft^  we  have  three  Things  in  View,  viz.  ex* 
plaining  the  Change  of  the  Gallic  Conftitution  from  what  it 
Vasy  into  what  it  is  at  prefent ;  ihewing  the  Means  by  which  the 
Fnrub  have  pulled  down  the  PuiiTance  of  the  Auflrian  Hpufe^ 
and  rais'd  one  much  more  formidable  of  their  own;  and 
exhibiting  the  true  Syftem  of  Gallic  Policy,  Influence,  and 
Power,  as  it  ftands  at  this  Day,  and  the  Chances  for  and 
againft  her  accomplifliing  her  great  View,  or  of  the  King 
and  bis  Minifters,  which  in  de(potic  Governments  is  all  that 
can  be  ftiled  the  Nation»  of  being  the  fole  Diredrefs  of 
Emropt. 

It  will  be  allowed,  that  if' we  can  tolerably  accomplifli  this, 
we  fhall  not  only  furnifli  the  Reader  with  an  entertaining 
and  inftrudive  Memorial  in  relation  to  one  of  the  moft  im* 
portant  Points  of  HiftoriCal  Learning,  but  alfo  give  hipi  aa 
Infight  into  a  political  Myftery  of  the  higheft  Confequence, 
which  like  the  Popifh  Plot  in  our  own  Country,  is  believed  by 
Multitudes  and  denied  by  Multitudes ;  like  it,  fubfifted  long 
before  it  was  talked  of,  and  ftill  fubfifts,  and  is  like  fo  to  do ; 
and  finally,  has  fuch  a  Tendency  to  our  Debafement  and  De- 
ftrudion,.  that  we  can  be  no  longer  fafe  than  while  we  have 
cur  Danger  in  our  Eye,  and  in  confequence  of  that  the  Means 
of  preventing  it  in  our  Thoughts. 

The  only  Method  of  doing  this,  and  keeping  within  due 
Bounds,  is  to  begin  firfl  with  Fad!s,  and  bringing  the  French 
Hiftory  fince  th?  Acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ( which  con» 
tains  but  four  Reigns^  into  as  fhort  a  Space  as  can  be ;  repre> 
fenting  with  as  much  Jufiiqe  as  poi&ble  the  Spirit  of  each  Reign, 
and  of  every  A^minifibration  ^marking  the  confiderable  Accef- 
fions  of  Power  at  home,  and  of  Territory  abroad  ;  and  laftly, 
fetting  in  a  clear  and  full  Light  the  State  of  France  at  this  Hvi'^ 
in  regard  to  Revenues,  Power  and  Policy. 

The  SucccfTors  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Great^  go- 
verned the  Kingdom  of  France^  for  many  Generations,  from 
-//.  D.  814,  in  which  that  great  Prince  died,  to  A>  D.  986, 
when  Hugh  Capet  feized  the  Crown,  and  Jiad  his  Right  con- 
firmed by  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  People  of  France^  upon 
the  Death  of  Lewis  V,  to  the  Prejudice  of  Charles  Duke  of 
^  Lorrain^ 
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Urratfty  who  was  the  undoubted  Heir  of  the  CarUvingl^ 
Race. 

Lewis  IX.  z  direa  Dependent  from  Hugh  Capei^  mi 
whq«  00  account  of  his  various  Expeditions  againft  the  Itt- 
iidels,  obtained  the  Sirname  of  St.  Lewis^  died  A*  />•  t270», 
and  left  twoSons,  Philip  and  Robert.  The  latter  cfpOUfed^^Sfa^cfg 
Daughter  oijohn  III.  Son  to  Hugh  Duke  of  Bwrgundyj  .  bjTj 
the  Heireis  qx  Archamhault^  Signeur  ie  BourboH*  This  Loia«/ 
Ihip  con:iing  thus  to  Rober-t  Count  de  Clermont^  Son  Co.  Stti 
Lewisj  in  right  of  his  Wife's  Mother,  he  thereupon  afliimedr 
the  Name  of  Bourbon. 

His  Family  fucceeded  to  the  Crown  about  diree  hundrecE 
Years  afterwards,  on  the  Murder  of  Henry  III.  the  laft  Mi>- 
ntrch  of  the  Houfe  of  Falois^  by  James  Clement  a  Jfic^bim 
Monk,  in  the  Peribn  of  Hemy  King  of  Navarre^  who  was* 
the  Ninth  in  Defcent  from  Robert  Count  of  CUrmontj  and- 
whofe  Claim  to  the  Crown  was  clear,  though  on  account  oC 
his  being  a  Proteftant^  a  great  part  of  his  Sub]e£b  were  in* 
dined  to  rejed  him ;  and  on  his  firft  taking  the  Titk  of 
King  of  France  and  Navarre^  the  City  of  Paris^  not  content 
with  difowning  his  Authority,  treated  him  with  fuch  Difre« 
fped  and  Indignity,  as  few  Princes  but  himfelf  would  have 
forgiven. 

He  came  to  the  Regal  Dignity  Auguft  2d  15895  in  Circum* 
ftances  extremely  critical  for  himfelf  and  for  his  Kingdom.  Thd 
Capital  City  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Provinces,  were  in 
the  Hands  of  fuch  as  refufed  to  acknowledge  him,  and  who^ 
to  keq>  the  better  together,  aflumed  the  Title  of  the  League, 
iheltered  themfelves  under  the  Authority  of  the  Pope,  and  were 
fupported  by  jthe  Afliftance  of  PhiUf  II.  King  of  Spain.  A 
great  many  of  thofe  who  adhered  to  him  were  fo  divided 
between  the  Refped  due  to  Principles  of  Loyalty,  and  the 
Care  that  was  requiiite  to  be  had  of  the  Catholick  Religion, 
.  that  he  could  fcarce  con6de  in  them  \  at  the  fame  Time  his 
Armv  was  but  weak,  and  be  had  but  very  little,*  indeed,  fcarce 
any  Revenue.  Laftly^  moft  of  the  great  Powers  in  Chrijlendom 
were  averfe  to  him. 

The  Emperor,  both  from  fpiritual  and  temporal  Motives, 
was  againft  him,  as  being  defirous  o{  weakening  the  Power 
of  France.  Spain  was  his  declared  Enemy,  and  even  formed 
Prctenfions  to  the  French  Succeflion  ;  all  the  Friends  and  De- 
pendents of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  followed  their  Examples,  as 
others  alfo  did,  on  Account  of  the  Excommunication .  of  the 
Pope,  whofe  Proftitution  of  the  Gofpel  to  ferve  his  wicked  De- 
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fign  of  eattendmghis  own  Power,  towards  which  he  though  di4 
Ruin  of  ftatice  nccd&ry,  was  one  principal  Source  of  the  Trou- 
bles that  ufliered  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV. 
•  On  the  other  hand,  that  braVe  and  h^oick  Prince  had  alfo 
Ibme  Circumflances  that  were  not  a  little  in  his  Favour, 
s»d  which  by  his  Prudence  and  military  Skill  he  fo  '\m^ 
proved,  as  to  bring  his  Enemies  into  fuch  a  State  as  forced 
dhem  to  fubmit.  The  Leagub  was  without  a  Head,  or 
which  comes  to  the  fame  Thing,  had  feveral,  in  regard  to 
whoiii  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  who  were  averfe  to  Henry 
were  divided. 

Some  fuppofing  that  hb  being  no  Catholick,  left  him  no 
R^lify  were  for  having  Recourfe  to  the  ntxt  Prince  of  his 
Blood,  who  was  a  Papift  $  We.  the  Cardinal  de  Bourbon^  who 
was  at  that  Time  a  rrifoner,  and  whom  nevertheless  they 
procldmed  King,  by  the  name  of  Charles  X.  Others  fa- 
voured the  Duke  de  Mayenne^  who  aded  as  Chief  of  the  League 
in  the  Minority  of  his  Nephew  the  Duke  de  Gtufe^  to  whom 
the  Herd  of  Bigots  were  moft  inclined,  and  laboured  to  per- 
iuade  him  to  fu[^nt  his  Uncle.  The  King  of  Spain  con- 
fidering  hb  Daughter  the  Infanta  Ifabellaj  Grand-daughter  to 
Heftry  XL  as  die  neareft  Relation  to  the  deceafed  King 
Henry  III.  was  for  having  her  owned  ( notwithflanding  the 
SaUcLvM)  Heirefs  of  the  Crown  of  Frames  and  in  that 
Cafe  offered  to  give  her  in  Marriage  to  any  Prince  the  States 
fliould  choofe. 

This  Diftraaion  of  Interefts  divided  the  Minds,  dnd 
weakened  the  Forces  of  the  Leaguers  exceffively.  Befides^ 
the  King  was,  in  point  of  perfonal  Abilites,  in  all  Refpe£ls^ 
very  much  fuperior  to  ^ny  of  the  Faction  that  oppofed  him* 
Thofe  who  ftuck  clofe  to  him,  efpecially  hb  old  Friends,  were 
Men  of  great  Probity  and  diftinguifhed  Parts  ;  and  many  of 
them,  the  braveft  men,  and  beft  Officers  in  France.  He  had 
fome  Allies  alfo  owned  him  in  the  worft  Situation  of  Affairs  | 
and  tho'  that  alone  was  a  very  confiderable  Service,  yet  thev 
afterwards  affiited  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power  ;  fuck 
as  the  Queen  of  England^  EUsuibeth  $  the  Republtck  of  Fe^ 
nice  ;  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany  ^  and  the  States  of 
Holland* 

He  found  himfelf  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Parisj  which 
his  PredecelTor  had  formed,  and  to  retire  into  Normandy^  in 
hopes  of  reducing  that  Province,  and  fecuring  a  Communi- 
cation with  England.  The  Duke  de  Mayenne  followed,  and 
came   up  with  him  at  a  Village  Ciilled  Arques^   not  far  from 

Dieppe^ 
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biefpej  where  a  Battle  enfued,  in  which  the  King  wai 
vidorious.  He  proceeded  afterwards  into  different  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  had  the  good  Fortune  to  reduce  them 
either  by  Force  or  Compoiicion  ;  and  then  returned  into 
Normandy^  where  he  gained  the  famous  Battle  of  Ivrj^  and 
defeated  the  Duke  of  mayenne  the  fccond  Time,  who  tbeil 
Aied  to  him  for  Peace.  But  the  Spaniards  entering  the  King- 
dom, and  Pope  Gregory  XIV.  having  excommunicated  alt 
who  paid  Obedience  lo  his  Majefty,  both  Clergy  and  Laity  ; 
this  embroiled  Things  again,  and  gave  new  Hopes  to  thZ 
League. 

The  King  feeing  clearly,  that  his  Subjefts  would  never 
univeifally  acknowledge  and  fubmit  to  him,  while  of  a  dif- 
ferent Religion,  took  a  Refolution  of  profeffing  himfelf  of  tbe 
Faith  of  the  Church  of  Rome^  which  he  did  July  15th  1593,! 
and  the  Yeac  following  he  was  with  great  Solemnity  crowned 
at  Chartresy  the  City  of  Rheims  being  not  at  that  Time  re- 
duced. This  Step  produced,  and  very  fpeedily  too,  all  that  the 
King  expcifled  from  it. 

The  People  of  Parisj  who  had  been  his  inveterate  Enemies, 
and  had  fhewn  more  Confidence  and  more  ConftanCy  than 
is  ufual  in  the  Paifions  of  the  Populace,  immediately  changed 
their  Minds,  and  in  fpite  of  the  Duke  de  Mayenne^  put  the  King 
into  Pofleffion  of  the  Capital  of  his  Dominions ;  and  by  their 
Example  made  Way  for  his  becoming  Mailer  of  the  whole 
Kingdom,  and  even  of  the  bittereft  and  moft  powerful  of  hta 
Enemies,  whom  he  received  to  Mercy,  and  gave  them  no 
Caufe  to  repent  their  returning  to  theit  Duty,  and  laying 
down  their  Arms,  fince  he  made  no  Diftindion  between  his  old 
and  new  Subjeds. 

But  for  all  this,  there  wanted  not  fome,  who  prompted  by 
the  violent  and  wicked  Opinions  taught  by  the  Clergy  and 
Monks  in  the  time  of  the  Holy  League,  defired  the  Death 
of  the  beft  Monarch  that  Generation  had  feen  i  amongft  thefc 
one  John  Chajiel^  the  Son  of  a  fubftantial  Citizen  of  P^ris^ 
dnd  himfelf  a  Boy  of  nineteen,  actually  attempted  to  murder 
that  Prince,  and  aiming  a  Knife  at  his  Throat,  (truck  him 
in  the  Mouth  with  fuch  Force,  as  to  beat  out  one  of  his 
Fore- Teeth,  for  which,  by  the  Judgment  of  the  Parliament 
of  Paris^  he  was  torn  to  Pieces  by  wild  Horfes  ;  and  the 
Jefuits,  in  confequence  of  whofe  Do£trine  he  did  it,  were 
baniflied  for  ever  \  which  Edift  the  King,  unhappily  for  Umfelf, 
afterwards  recalled, 

ha 


As  the  Ai&ftance  of  the  King  of  Spain  chiefly  fupported  ffie 
League;  and  as  King  Philips  under  Colour  of  a  Zeal  for 
Keligion,  ftill  continued  to  foment  Sedition  and  Rebellion,  Henry 
declared  War  againft  him,  asbeingbetterpleafed  tocontend  with 
an  avowed,  than  with  a  concealed  Enemy  ;  with  one  who  was 
obliged  to  employ  his  own  Forces,  than  with  one  who  brought 
againft  him  none  but  his  own  traicerous  Subjects. 

This  was  a  very  wife  and  right  Step,  which  the  King  profe- 
iuted  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  King  Philip  became  inclined  to 
a  Negotiation  ;  and  this  ended  in  a  Peace  between  the  two 
Crowns,  called  from  the  Place  where  it  was  fign'd,  the  Peace 
of  Farvins, 

,  With  this  Treaty,  tho*  both  Parties  feemed  very  well 
pleafed,  yet  the  Catholick  King  only  difiembled,  continuing 
£ts;Intrigues  with  the  Malecontents  in  France^  and  even  de- 
bauching fome,  who  had  the  higheft  Obligations  \o  the  King, 
from  his  kind  Acceptance  of  their  Duty.  Amongft  thefe  Mar- 
flial  Biron  was  one,  from  whom  King  Henry  had  received  many 
Services,  in  Confideration  of  which  he  pardoned  him  once,  and 
adviT^pd  him  to  enter' into  no  new  Engagement  of  this  kind,  for 
fear  iT>  might  not  be  difpofed  to  pardon  him  again. 

But^Biron  was  fo  blinded  with  Ambition,  and  the  Hoges  of 
becoming  an  independent  Prince  by  the  help  of  Spainj  that  im- 
mediately after  he  relapfed  into  the  fame  illicit  Correfpondencey 
whichUhe  King  having  difcovered,  caufed  him  to  be  brought  to 
Jufti(^e,  and  by  an  Arret  of  Parliament  he  loft  his  Head  on  the 
laftDay  of  y^i^  1602,  in  ihtBa/iile^  (hewing,  thro*  Guilt, 
little  6f  that  Couraee  in  his  iaft  Moments,  for  which  he  had 
been  fo  defervedly  famous. 

This  King,  who  was  one  of  the  greateft  Piinces  of  his  Age, 
both  in  the  Field  and  in  the  Cabinet,  was  very  unfortunate  in 
bis  Family.  He  was  firft  married  to  Margaret  of  Falois^  Softer 
to  his  Preaeccflbr  Henry  III ;  a  Marriage  unhappy  from  its  Com- 
mencement, which  fuxniflied  Occafion  for  the  Maffacre  of  Pj- 
r/i,  one  of  the  blackeft  and  moft  barbarous  Actions  that  ever 
deformed  any  Hiftory.  This  Princefs  was  not  indifcreet  only, 
but  even  diflblute  in  her  Condufi,  and  the  Ki»g  was  far  enough 
from  being  fauhlefs  in  his. 

The  Dutchcfs  of  Beaufort  was  his  favourite  Miftre/s,  and  like 
otliers  in  her  Condition,  was  fo  proud  of  her  Infamy,  and  abufed 
her  Power  with  fuch  extravagant  Infolence,  as  made  her  ge- 
nerally hated.  V[yon  her  Death  the  Queen  confented  to  a  Ui-» 
voice,  which  was  quickly  procured  ac  Rome ;  and  in  confe^^ 
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^enccpf  which\H!piirj>IV.  erpoufed  Mary  de  Medicisy  Daugh-^ 
tcr  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 

But  notwithftanding  the  great  Inconveniencies  that  arofe 
from  his  former  Amour  with  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort^  the  King 
lud  fallen  into  another  with  Madam  d^Entraguesy  afterwards 
Marchionefs  de  Vernutily  to  whom  he  gave  under  his  Hand  z 
Pxomife  of  Marriage^  which  afforded  the  Court  of  Spain  an 
Opportunity  of  fetting  on  foot  a  new  Confpiracy  in  Frcnct^  in 
order  to  alter  the  Succef&on»  and  inftead  of  the  Dauphin  to 
raife  Cafar  Duke  dr.  Vendofine  (the  King's  natural  Son  by  the 
Lddy  before- mentioned)  to  the  Throne,  which  occauon'd 
much  Trouble. 

In  refpefl  to  publick  Affairs,  Henry  was  a  great  and  good 
Prince ;  he  loved  his  Subjeds  as  his  Children,  promoted  Trade^ 
and  maintained  Juflice  throughout  his  Territories.  He  was  not 
inclined  to  dlfturb  or  injure  his  Neighbours,  but  rather  content 
with  his  own  Dominions  ;  nay,  fo  far  was  he  perfuaded,  that  a 
fteady  and  unalterable  Ballance  of  Power  was  for  the  common 
Benefit  of  Chrifiendim^  as  in  the  latter  End  of  his  Reign  and 
Life  to  form  a  Defign  of  eftablifhing  it,  and  thereby  cut  off  Pre- 
tences for  Wars  in  fucceeding  Times,  by  Means  of  a  perpetual 
Congrefs. 

In  order  to  this,  he  thought  it  requifite  to  leffen  the  Power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  by  depriving  it  of  thofe  Dominions 
acquired  without  any  juft  Title  in  Italy^  which  he  propofcd  to 
have  erected  into  feparate  Principalities,  as.moft  conducive  to 
a  general  Peace,  and  the  common  Benefit  of  the  Inhabitants* 
But  while  he  meditated  thefe  great  ahd  glorious  Projeds  for  the 
Good  of  Mankind,  and  had  affembled  in  Champagne  a  nume- 
rous Army,,  which  was  on  the  very  point  of  marching  to  put 
them  in  Execution,  a  Period  was  put  to  his  Days  and  Schemes 
by  the  Hands  of  Raivillac^  an  infamous  Affaffin,  on  the  14th 
of  May  1610,  in  the  57th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  22d  of  his 
Reign.  '  • 

We  have  no  very  good  Account  of  the  CaUfe  of  this  Affaf- 
fination  j  and  (om^  of  the  moft  efteemed  amongfl  the  French 
Hifloriansgive  usvery  broad  Hints,  thatic  was  never  thoroughly 
inquired  into  ;  however,  various  Circumftances  have  inclined 
the  moft  impartial  judges  to  fufpe<Sl,  that  the  Lady  before-men- 
tioned had  a  deep  Hand  in  this  Affair,  and  that  the  Partisans  of 
Spain  were  far  enough  from  being  ignorant  of  it :  At  leaft  thus 
much  is  evident,  that  hi^i  Death  could  not  have  happened  more 
luckily  than  it  did  for  that  Nation,  even  if  they  had,  as  ic  is 
fuggeltcd  they  had,  the  appointing  of  it. 
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'  This  great' Monarch  left  behind  Mm  three  Sons  and  as  ifian^ 
Daughters,  viz.  the  Dauphin;  the  Duke  of  Or/r^irx,  who  did 
not  long  furvive  him  ;  and  John Bapfi/t  Gaftm^  then  ftilcd  Duke 
oi  AnjoUy  and  after  his  Brother's  Death  Duke  of  Or/iffl»x;  j£A- 
xabifhy  married  to  Philip  IV.  of  Spain ;  ChriJHna^  who  efpoufed 
Vi£for  Amadfus  Prince  o^  Piedmont^  afterwards  Duke  of  Savaj  ; 
and  Henrietta  Maria^  Confort  to  Charles  L  of  Great  Britain. 
Henry  IV.  annexed  to  the  Crown,  Bearne^  Bigote^  together 
with  the  Counties  of  Fsix  and  Brejfty  which  were  hb  private 
Patrimony. 

Lewis  XlII.  fucoecdcd  in  the  ninth  Year  of  his  Age,  undef 
the  Tuition  of  his  Mother  Mary  de  Medicis  ;  and  on  the  1 7t!t 
oi  October  1610,  was  with  great  Solemnity  crown 'd  at  Rheims 
by  the  Cardinal  de  Jcyeufe.  The  famous  Marquis  de  Rhojny^ 
at  this  Time  Duke  de  Sullij  who  had  managed  the  Finances  irt 
the  late  Reign  with  fq  great  Applaufe,  refigned  almoft  as  foon  ai 
this  began ;  and  tho'  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  great  Lords, 
made  very  hirfi  Profcffions  of  Loyalty  upon  the  fUng's  Mur- 
der, yet  the  Court  quickly  fell  into  Confufions. 

This  arofe  in  part  from  the  ill  Management  of  the  Queen- 
Regent,  entirely  governed  by  an  Italian  Chamber-maid,  whofe 
Name  was  Eleanor  Galligaij  and  her  Hulband  Conchino  Con- 
ehiniy  whom  (he  hid  made  Marlhal  of  France^  by  the  Title 
of  Marfhal  d'Ancre;  and  in  part  alfo  from  the  boundlefs 
Ambition  of  the  Princes  and  Grandees,  who  could  not  hil  of 
laying  hold  of  fo  favourable  a  Conjundure  as  t  Minority,  to 
render  themfelves  in  a  manner  abfolute  in  their  refpe£tive  Go- 
vernments. 

This  bad  Behaviour  and  immoderate  Power  of  theirs,  pro* 
duced  many  and  great  Ineonveniencies  to  the  People,  who,  tho' 
lefs  expofed  than  at  prefent  to  the  Oppreffion  and  FleedAg  of 
the  Crown- OiBcers,  were  neverthelef^  as  mudi  opprefied  and 
fleeced  by  thofe  Princes  and  Lords,-  who,  th'o'  they  fometimes 
mentioned  them  in  their  Speeches  and  Manifeftos  againft  the 
Court,  yet  never  thought  of  them  at  any  other  Time,  but  com« 
promised  their  Differences  with  the  Adminiftration  on  private 
and  perfonal  Conditions,  without  the  fmalleft  Notice  taken  of 
the  Publick. 

In  this  manner  things  went  on  till  the  Year  16x5,  wheii 
the  young  King  efpoufed  the  Infanta  Anna  of  Au/iria^  at  the 
iame  time  his  Siiler  married  her  Brother  Philip  IV.  By  this 
Match  the  Courage  of  the  Court  was  fo  much  raifed,  that  Acf 
adventured  to  arrcft  the  Prince  of  Ccnde^  who  was  looked  on 
as  the  Hejid  of  the  MalocoiucntSt  even  in  the  Louvre  s  ^nd 
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ItoW  bold  St  Strolce  this  was  accounted  at  that  Time^  may  appear 
from  hence,  that  Ihimines  the  Captain  of  the  Guards  who  per- 
formed it,  was  for  this  Senrice  immediately  promoted  to  the 
Rank  of  Adarihal  of  France^ 

The  King  was  now,  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law,  Major ^  and 
liippofed  to  have  the  DireAion  of  AfFairs  entirely  in  his  own 
Hands;  but  they  were  much  more  fo  in  thofe  of  Uiskdhsld^  Ancre^ 
and  none  were  fuffered  in  the  Roya]  Prefence  who  were  fufpec^- 
ied  of  having  Capacity  enough  to  talk  to  th^ir  Mafter  on  proper 
Subjeds.  Yet  thefe  Precautions  did  not  long  avail.  There 
Vas  a  young  Gentleman  about  the  Court,  whofe  name  was 
lAtpus^  who,  by  his  Dexterity  in  Huntings  was  mightily  in  the 
King's  Favour  \  and  this  Qualification  giving  the  Qi^een's  Fa« 
vourites  no  Umbtage,  he  was  allow'd  free  Accels  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  even  permitted  to  entertain  him  by  his  Bediide)  \xk 
confidente  that  be  would  difcoucfe  only  of  Trifles. 

Bat,  as  it  often  falls  out,  the  Politicians  quite  miftook  their 
Man.  Luyms^  infiead  of  Horfes  and  Hounds,  talk'd  to  the 
King  of  the  DiftreiTes  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Difcontents  of  the 
Nobility,  and  his  own  unworthy  Ufage  \  all  of  which  he  im- 
puted to  the  Marlbal  ^'^#icr^  hinting  alfo,  that  as  he  had  ob- 
tained it  under  one,  he  might  think  another  Minority  the  moft 
convenient  thing  in  the  World  for  fecuxing  or  perpetuating  his 
Greatnefs. 

The  King,  who  was  naturally  timorous,  needed  nothing 
more  to  drive  him  into  Adion,  and  therefore  he  refolved  to  be 
beforehand  with  the  Marihal ;  with  a  view  to.  which.  Orders 
were  fent  by  his  Fayourite  Luynes  to  Vitry  Captain  of  the  Guards 
to  arreft  him,  which  he  performed  jfytil  24th  16 17,  as  he  en- 
tered the  Lsuvrr. 

I'he  Marflial  ftepping  back,  as  if  he  intended  to  have  drawn 
his  Sword,  inftantly  received  three  Piftol  Shots  into  his  Breaft, 
and  dying  on  the  Spot,  his  Corps  was  afterwards  expofed  to  the 
Fury  of  the  Populace  s  his  Wife  was  condemned  as  a  Sorcerefs, 
to  have  her  He^d  cut  off,  which  was  executed  in  the  Plaee  de 
Grevff  and  Fitrj  made  Maifhal  of  Francty  for  having  fo  tho- 
roughly executed  the  Commands  of  his  Mailer. 

We  may  from  hence  date  the  Adminiftration  of  Lixms  XIII. 
who  had  hitherto  little  moxc  than  the  Title  of  King  ^  and  to 
fay  the  Truth,  it  is  almoft  all  he  was  capable  of  having ;  but 
however,  he  thought  Power  was  as  well  in  the  Hands  of  his 
own,  as  the  Queen-Mothei's  Favourites  ^  and  therefore  threw 
off  Reftraints  of  that  Sort  entirely.  The  Queen-Mother,  who 
loved  governing,  or  rather  that  thofe  who  governed  her  ihould 
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govern,  was  exceedingly  difplcafcd,  and  in  the  Ycir  1615  retired 
with  the  Duke  d^Epernon  into  AngouUfmes  which  proved  the 
Caufe,  or  at  leaft  the  Pretence,  for  exciting  frelh  Diforders. 

She  was  however  quickly  reftored  to  the  King's  Favour,  by 
the  Interpofition  of  the  Biflaop  of  Lufon,  whom  fhe  had  brought 
intofais  Councils;  and  whofe  Abilities  and  matchlefs  Ingratitude 
to  her  who  raifed  him,  made  him  fufEciently  known  afterwards 
when  he  obtained  the  diftinguifhed  Title  of  Cardinal  Richelieu. 

All  this  Time  Luynes  continued  the  Favourite,  obtained  the 
Conftablc's  Staff*,  and  was  as  powerful,  and  confequently  as 
much  hated,  as  ever  Marfhal  d'Ancre  had  been.  The  Biihop  of 
Lufon^  as  yet  only  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  came  but  flow- 
ly  into  Credit  with  the  King,  contributed  not  a  little  to  it,  by 
writing,  or  at  leaft  caufm^  to  be  written.  The  Life  of  the 
Conftable  de  LunA,  a  Spanijh  Favourite  ;  in  which  not  only 
Luynes's  Charader  was  very  freely  treated,  but  the  King  him- 
felf  had  his  PiQure  drawnj  and  his  Temper  and  Capacity  dif- 
played,  in  Terms  not  at  all  to  his  Advantage. 

By  thefe  Arts,  but  moft  of  all  by  .the  Indifcretion  of  Luynes 
himfelf,  who  was  ambitious,  vain,  and  infolent,  he  funk  in  the 
King's  Favour,  who  only  looked  for  a  fair  Opportunity  of 
humbling  him,  when  Fortune  fccured  her  Child  from  falling/ 
by  cutting  the  Thread  of  his  Life  when  he  enjoyed  as  yet  the 
greateft  Plenitude  of  Power. 

It  was  from  this  Minifter  that  the  King  firft  received  that 
Plan  which  he  afterwards  fteadily  purfued,.  for  weakening  and 
deftroying  the  Proteftant  Party  in  his  Dominions  ;  as  long  as  he 
lived,  the  Conftable  aiSfted  in  the  Profecution  of  it,  and  the 
Jaft  k&,  of  his  Life  was  the  Siege  of  Monfleury  towards  the 
End  of  which  he  died  ;  but  the  Notions  he  had  put  into  the 
King's  Head  were  far  from  dying  with  him  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  thofe  of  the  Reformed  Rdigion  had  great  Strength,  and 
continued  to  defend  themfclves  vigoroufly,  yet  their  Power 
gradually  diminilhed,  and  they  were  very  glad  to  accept  of 
fuch  Truces  as  the  King  would  grant  them,  in  order  to  reco- 
ver themfclves  and  recruit  thtir  Forces. 

In  1622,  the  Duke  of  Rokan^  who  was  one  of  the  principal 
Nobility  of  that  Party,  fubmitted  tothe  King,  after  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  taken  Moutpelier,  and  reduced  the  greateij  Part  of 
Guienne,  His  Majefty  then  proceeded  to  Av'gnoiy  and  exer- 
cifcd  there  all  A6ts  of  iiovcreignty^  which  had  not  been  done 
by  his  Predccdiora  for  a  long  Time  before.  He  went  from 
thence  to  Grenoble y  and  fo  to  Lyons  in  the  Month  of  Novem- 
ier  following,  when  the  Bilhop  of  Lu^  on  received  the  Car- 
dinars 


f  *4^  ] 

dinars  Hat,  and  was  from  thenceforward  confidcred  as  Prime 
Minifter ;  gaining  in  a  Ihort  Time  fuch  an  Afcendencjr  over 
his  Mafter,  that  the  King  was  more  diftinguifhed  by  being  the 
Inftrument  of  his  Minifter's  Projeds,  than  as  the  Ruler  of  fo 
great  a  Kingdom. 

This  Monarch  was  faj;  from  wanting  Capacity,  or  even  from 
being  indolent,  but  he  had  a  Weaknefs  of  Conftitution,  a  natu- 
ral Timidity  in  his  Temper,  and  little  or  no  Education,  fo  that 
he  was,  generally  fpcaking,  fenfible  of  his  Unfitnefs  to  fuftain  the 
Weight  of  Government,  and  was  glad  to  devolve  it  upon  other 
Men's  Shoulders ;  but  then  he  was  apt  to  grow  jealous  of  their 
Authority,  and  repine  at  the  Sight  of  that  Grandeur  of  whigh  • 
himfelf,  'and  that  too  for  his  own  Sake,  was  the  fole  Author 
and  Caufe. 

Hitherto  he  had  been  governed  by  a  Favourite,  of  very  li- 
mited Abilities ;  but  his  new  Minifter  was  a  Man  of  quite  ano- 
ther Caft.  He  had  a  Capacity  as  extenfive  as  his  Miniftry  re- 
Suired,  and  a  Spirit  capable  of  fupplying  the  DcfeA  of  it  in  his 
dafter.  He  laboured  all  he  could  to  make  the  King  eafy  and 
great  *,  he  indulged  his  Foibles,  and  extended  his  Authority  ; 
hut  in  doing  this,  he  never  confidered  the  Means,  whether  good 
or  bad,  or  had  the  leaft  Concern  for  the  Confcquences,  whe- 
ther falutary  or  oppreffive. 

He  pofleiTed  his  Mafter  with  an  Opinion  that  his  Govern*^ 
ment  couldnot  be  eitherglorious  or  fecure,  till  be  had  compaffed 
three  Points.  Thefirftwas,  theSuppreffionof  the  Proteftantsj 
for  while  they  fubfifted,  and  bad  ftrong  Towns  in  their  Hands, 
be  was  Mafter  of  only  a  Part  of  bis  Subjects,  and  not  of  hia 
whole  Kingdom.  The  fecond  regard^  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  and  the  great  Lords  who  were  intruftcd  with  the  Go- 
vernment, who,  forgetting  that  they  owed  all  thofe  Marks  of 
Diftinftion  to  the  Favour  of  the  Court,  were  very  apt  to  pick 
Quarrels  with  the  Miniftry,  and  to  turn  the  Force  in  their' 
Hands  upon  their  Benefadors.  In  the  third  place,  he  Ihewed 
the  King  that  he  could  never  be  Mafter  at  home,  while  there 
was  a  Power  fuperior  to  his  own  abroad,  more  efpecially  if 
that  Power  was  his  Neighbour. 

In  fbort  he  infinuated,  that  ruining  the  Proteftants,  and 
gbafing  the  Nobility,  were  the  fole  Means  of  making  the  King 
eafy  within  his  Realm,  as  reducing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aufiria  was  a  Point  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make  room  for  the 
Gallic  Monarchy,  and  to' give  it  that  Credit  with  the  reft  of 
the  Powers  of  Europe^  that  it  merited  by  its  Situation  and 
Forcest 
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The  King  (aw  this  Proje£l  in  the  mofl  advantageous  Ligh% 
poffible ;  for  it  fuited  exadly  his  inclinations^  and  agreed  ia 
every  refpe^  with  his  inanner  of  thinking.  He  had  been  bred 
with  ftrong  Prejudices  againtt  tbofe  of  the  Reformed  Religion  ; 
he  had  very  warm  Refentments,  from  the  Ufage  he  had  met 
with  from  his  Grandees  ;  and  had  Ambition  enough  to  defire 
that  his  Reign  (hould  be  fignalized  by  Vidlories  and  Conquefts. 

He  came  therefore  very  readily  into  the  Propofals  made  by  the 
Cardinal ;  and  conceivino;  rightly  enough  of  his  own  Want  of 
Strength,  and  of  the  bold,  enterprizing,  and  yet  folid  Genius 
-of  his  Minifter,  he  rcfolved  to  put  the  Execution  of  his  Plan, 
entirely  into  bis  Hands,  and  to  give  him  all  the  Afliftance  his 
Authority  could  fupply^  for  bringing  it  in  every  refpe£l  to  full 
Perfeftion. 

He  began  with  the  Proteftants,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
{treated  them  was  fuch,  that  they  faw  plainly  enough  what  they 
had  to  exped ;  and  therefore  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
for  their  own  Proteflion  and  Prefervation.  They  knew  they 
Kad  a  Title  to  their  Privileges  by  the  Laws,  and  when  Force 
was  made  ufe  of  to  overturn  thofe  Privileges,  they  thought  it 
both  reafonable  and  juft  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  Method 
for  their  Defence. 

To  render  this  more  effeSual,  they  found  it  neccflary  to  ap-f 
ply  themfelves  to  their  Neighbours  of  the  fame  Religion  for  Af- 
iiftance,  which  was  promifed  them  by  King  Charles  I.  of  Great 
Britain^  though  he  married  his  moft  Chriitian  Majefty's  Sifter. 
The  French  King  perfifted  however,  in  the  Refolution  to  exe- 
cute bis,  or  rather  the  Cardinal's  Scheme  \  and  accordingly  laid 
Siege  to  RochelUy  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Places  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Proteftants,  and  a  very  convenient  Port,  by  which,  fo  long  as 
it  continued  in  their  Hands,  they  might  always  have  Succours 
fronfi  England, 

This  Siege  lafted  a  whole  Year,  in  which  Time  the  Engllfi 
made  two  fruitlefs  Attempts  to  relieve  it  \  and  the  Place  was  at 
laft  taken  by  a  Contrivance  of  the  Cardinal's,  who  commanded 
the  King's  Army  in  Chief,  and  had  two  Lieutenant-Generals 
a<Eiing  under  him  ;  for  he  found  means  to  run  a  Dyke  acrofs  the 
Canal,  by  which  they  received  Provifions  and  Succours,  tho* 
with  infinite  Labour,  Expcnce  and  Trouble  ;  and  thefe  being 
intercepted,  the  Inhabitants  were  forced  to  furrender,  and  fub- 
mit  themfelves  to  the  King's  Mercy,  who  entered  (he  Place  in 
Triumph  November  I,  1628. 

By  this  Blow,  the  Proteftants  in  France  were  brought  fo 
low,  what  many  of  their  great  Men  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
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Kingdom ;  and  feme,  dcfpairing  of  their  Caofe,  thought  it  beffi 
to  embrace  the  prevailing  Religion.  Yet  it  was  not  judged  ex- 
pedient to  proceed  in  this  Matter  with  Violence,  the  Cardinal 
pretending  the  War  was  not  carried  on  fo  much  to  make  them 
good  Catholicks  as  good  Subjeds  -,  but  he  very  well  knew  that 
when  once  their  Power  was  gone,  the  Religion  of  the  King  and 
Court  muft  by  Degrees  prevail. 

The  King  was  defirous  that  his  Brother  fhould  marry  the 
Princttfs  de  Alcntpenfier^  who  was  of  the  Blood  Royal,  and  a 
very  rich  Heirefs ;  out  Monjieur^  (b  the  King's  Brother  is 
ftiled  in  Francis  difliked  the  Match,  and  was  rather  inclined 
to  marry  fome  Foreign  Princefs  \  upon  which,  th^  Cardinal 
caufed  Marfhal  d^Ornanoy  and  the  Count  de  Cbaiaisj  whom 
he  fufpe^ed  to  have  given  that  Prince  this  Advice,  to  be  arrett- 
ed ^  the  latter  was  foon  brought  to  his  Trial  before  a  Court 
contrived  for  that  Purpofe,  in  which  Faculty  the  Cardinal  ex- 
celled, was  condemned  by  them  to  lofe  his  Head,  and  loft  it  ac- 
^rdingly  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  the  former  would  have  (bared  the 
£une  Fate  if  he  had  not  died  in  Prifon. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  at  firft  very  angry,  and  (hewed 
great  Refentment  at  the  Ufage  his  Friends  ha^  met  with  ;  but 
at  laft  he  thought  fit  to  fall  into  the  Cardinal's  Scheme,  and 
married  the  Princefs  th^t  had  bc^ti  judged  fit  for  him.  By  this 
Step  the  Cardinal  (hewed  what  the  great  Lords  of  the  King- 
dom were  to  expe<5l,  when  he  made  fo  little  Ceremony  of  hum- 
bling the  firft  Prince  of  the  31ood,  and  the  prefumptive  Heir 
of  the  Crown. 

A  War  breaking  oqt  in  Jtaly^  the  Cardinal  went  thither  in 
Perfon,  commanded  the  King's  Armies  in  Chief,  and  the  Mar- 
Ihals  Crequiy  Di  ifi  Force,  and  Schombergy  aded  under  him  i 
it  is  faid  he  had  in  View  the  marching  into  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Ronuy  in  Ca/e  the  Pope,  who  was  then  fick,  had  died,  in 
order  to  have  forced  the  Cardinals  afTembled  in  Conclave,  tQ 
advance  him  ^o  that  Dignity. 

In  the  mean  time  a  powerful  Party  was  formed  at  Court 
againft  the  Minifter,  of  which  the  Queen  was  the  He^id  ;  the 
Marital  de  Marillacy  his  Brother  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  the 
Cardinal  de  BerulUy  the  Duke  df  Bellegardi^  apd  the  Mar(hai  de, 
Bafompiercy  nvere  the  principal  Perfons  concerned.  The 
King  was  at  this  Time  Tick  at  Lyonsy  and  in  a  Council  held  by 
thefe  great  Men,  feveral  Methv)4s  were  proppfed  of  treating 
^he  Cardinal  under  the  new  Reign  \  but  the  King  recovered, 
and  the  Minifter  having  exa6):  Information  of  every  Man's 
Scjitiments,  (o  ihew  the  full  Extent  of  bis  Power,  and  at  the 
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fame  time  and  m  the  fame  Proportion  of  his  Aefentment,  pit- 
niihed  every  one  of  them  according  to  his  Vote  at  that  GounciL 

The  Maribal  de  Mar  iliac  he  put  to  Death,  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals  loft  both  his  Place  and  Eftate,  the  Cardinal  &  Berulk  died 
of  Poifon  or  Grief,  the  Duke  de  BelUgarde  was  removed  from 
Court,  and  Marfhal  Bafompiere  imprifoned  in  the  Bajlile.  This 
offended  the  Queen-Mother  highly  5  but  the  King  was  fo  far  ' 
from  {hewing  any  Concern  for  her  Refentment,  that  he  fent 
her  Orders  to  retire  to  her  Houfe  ;  upoii  which  (he  withdrew  in 
Difcontent,  and  went  foon  after  out  of  the  Kingdom,  carrying 
her  favourite  Son  the  Duke  oi'Orlegns  with  her. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  produced  kn  Infurrc£Kon,  at  the 
Head  of  which  were  the  Dukes  de  Bouillon  and  Montmorenej  5 
but  their  Forces  were  defeated  at  Gaftelnaudari^  and  the  latter 
taken  Prifouer.  The  King  then  offered  his  Brother  his  Pardon 
for  what  was  paft,  but  he  infifted  upon  the  Pardon  Of  the  Duke, 
which  was  poiitively  refufed.  And  he  was  foon  after  brought 
to  Thouloufiy  where  he  was  condemned  for  High  Treafon,  and 
the  30th  of  September  1632,  loft  his  Head  publickly  upon  the 
Scafibid,  tho'  he  was  the  laft  of  th6  Family,  which  was  looked 
upon  as  the  beft  in  France, 

Upon  this  the  Duke  de  Bouillon  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
into  Germany  \  and  the  Queen-Mother,  and  the  Duke  of  Or^ 
leansj  who  had  returned  again  to  Court,  retired  into  the  Low 
.Countries^  and  put  themfelves  under  the  ProteSion  of  the  Court 
of  Spain,  I  have  thrown  all  thefc  Fails  together,  that  the  Read- 
er may  the  better  perceive  with  what  inflexible  Steadincfs  the 
Cardinal  profccuted  the  fecond  Part  oiF  his  Plan. 

We  are  next  to  confider  the  Methods  by  which  the  laft  Part 
cf  his  great  Projefl  was  carried  on  ;  and  with  Regard  to 
this,  WB  are  to  obferve,  that  the  Cardinal  perceiving  the  great 
Advantage  the  Situation  of  France  gave  him  of  adding  at  once 
iigainft  both  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujiriay  continued  to 
cmbarrafs  Spain  by  a  War  in  liafyy  in  which  feveral  of  tlie 
little  Princes  of  that  Country  were  at  all  Times  ready  to 
offer  their  Service  to  France;  and  on  the  other  hand  he  found 
Means  to  diftrefs  the  Emperor  by  fupporting  the  Protefla;.ts 
in  Germany^  and  calling  in  the  King  of  Sweden  to  their  Af-» 
ftftance,  at'  the  fame  cms  that  he  was  dcftroying  them  in 
France, 

But  all  this  could  not  be  done  without  maintaining  a  con- 
fiderable  Force,  and  acting  on  many  Sides  at  once,  which 
none  of  the  former  Kin;;=i  of  France  had  been  able  to  do  s  but 
the  Cardinal  found  Ways  and  Means  to  keep  up  numerous 
Armies,    commanded  by  Officers  entirely  depcn  ^ing  upon  the 
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ICipg,  or  rather  rpon  himfelf,  which  at  the  fame  tfme  that  they 
aded  againft  the  Enemies  Abroad,  kept  the  Difcontented  ia 
Awe  at  Home; 

Thus  ill  1^35,  when  the  King  declared  War  againft  Spain^ 
after  ading  ^afnft  that  Crown  for  feveral  Years  together  un* 
der  Pretenod  of  ai£fting  his  Allies,  he  was  obh'ged  to  have  five 
Armies  in  the  fidld,  one  in  the  Low  Coumriesy  another  in 
Germany^  a  Thifd  in  Italy^  a  Fourth  in  Franche  ComUy  and  a 
Fifth  in  Roujftlloify  befides  two  Fleets,  one  under  the  Command 
of  the  Archbiihob  of  Bourdeaux^  and  another  under  feveral 
Officers. 

It  is  very  tru^,  that  thefe  Fleets  were  far  from  being  confidcr- 
able ;  but  howcrer,  it  is  rather  w6nderful  that  he  had  any  Fleets, 
than  that  they  were  fitiall ;  for,  in  fa£^,  his  Father  had  not  fo 
much  as  a  Ship  of  War.  But  the  Cardinal  was  the  great  Spring 
and  Manager  of  all ;  he  commanded  the  Armies  of /r/7wr/,when 
k  was  neceflary,  with  the  Power  of  Conftable  ;  and  he  afTumcd 
the  entire  Diredlion  of  Naval  Affairs,  with  the  Title  of  Grand- 
Matter  in  Chief,  and  Sur-Intendant-Gencral  of  the  Navigation 
and  Commerce  of  Franu, 

As  he  had  thus,  under  one  Title  or  other,  the  whole  Power 
of  the  Kingdom  in  his  Hands,  he  was  the  firft  that  fhewed  the 
mighty  Refources  of  France  ;  and  partly  by  Force,  partly  by 
Fraud,  fometimes  by  the  Help  of  numerous  Armies,  but  more 
frequently  by  filfent  Intrigues,  he  fo  diftreffed  and  weakened  both 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain,  that  they  faw  they  were  in 
no  Cundiiion  of  continuing  the  War  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
found  themfelves  at  a  Lofs  how  to  extricate  themfelves  by  a  fafe 
and  honourable  Peace. 

In  former  Times  they  had  been  able  to  create  Diverfions  in 
Ftancey  by  aflifUng  fuch  Lords  as  were  difcontented  with  the 
Court ;  they  tried  the  fame  Method  now,  but  not  with  their 
ufual  Succcfs:  For  in  the  Year  1641,  the  Count  de  Soijfonsy  a 
Prince  of  the  Blo'^d,  and  a  mt)ft  inveterate  Enemy  to  the  Car- 
dinal, loft  his  Life  in  the  Batlij  of  Sedan,  after  he  had  obfamed 
the  Viftory  ;  and  it  is  thought  was  affaffinated  by  a  Perfoa  era- 
oloyed  for  that  Purpofe  by  the  Cardinal. 

The  Duke  de  Bouillon^  who  was  alfo  engaged  in  this  Affair, 
retired  into  the  ftrong  Fortrefs  of  Sedan,  of  which  he  was  So- 
vereign, and  which  in  thofe  days  was  looked  upon  as  impregna- 
ble j  yet  fcarce  thinkinghimfeU  in  Safety  there,  upon  the  King's 
Approach  he  came  out,  and  threw  himftlf  at  his  Fcct,*by  which 
Means  he  rectivcd  at  that  Time  his  Lifj,  hem  a  well  timed 
but  diflembled  Mercy. 

Bat 


f  250  ] 

But  tbe  Cardinal  pradired  this  Method  with  fuch  Sudeefi,  itt 
Farour  of  Franci^  as  not  only  produced  immediate  and  impor<* 
tant  Effeds,  but  fuch  alfo  as  for  ever  weakened  the  Power  of 
both  tbofe  Potentates.  Thus,  on  the  Part  of  Spain^  CataUnia 
vas  engaged  to  revolt,  which  drew  the  entire  Attention  of  tho 
Spantfi  Nlinifiry  on  that  Side,  and  fo  made  wav  for  the  Houfe . 
of  Bragdfifa  to  mount  the  7  hrone  of  Portugal^  and  maintaia 
itfelf  on  the  other. 

In  Germany^  befides  bringing  many  Princes  into  a  dofe 
League  againft  the  Emperor,  his  own  moft  able  and  fucce&ful 
General,  Count  WalUjIein^  s^ficrwzidsDake  of  Friedlandj  was 
debauched  from  his  Obedience,  and  encouraged  to  think  of  ren- 
dering himfelf  Maftfer  of  his  native  Country  of  Bohemia.  And 
lb  many  Adventurers  at  the  Head  of  mercenary  Armies  were  fup- 
ported  by  France  in  tbe  Empire,  that  the  Chief  of  it  knew  not 
how  to  a&  ;  and  all  the  Members  of  the  Germanick  Body  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  let  France  didate  the  Terms  of  Peace, 
which  were  the  (ble  Contrivance  of  this  Cardinal,  tho'  it  was  no^ 
till  after  his  Demife,  that  this  fubtil  Scheme  of  his  was  executed 
in  its  full  Extent  by  his  SucceiTor  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

The  Part  that  Britain  might  have  taken  in  fuch  a  bufy  Scene, 
was  doubtful ;  and  therefore,  by  way  of  Prevention,  or  Precau-r 
tion,  the  Scots  were  flirred  up  againft  King  Charles  I.  and  en- 
couraged (to  revenge  the  Succours  he  had  given  the  Rochellers) 
to  demand  the  Protection  of  France  againft  their  natural  Prince, 
This  Humour  fpreading  Southward,  produced  the  Civil  Wart 
in  which  the  Cardinal  held  Intelligence  with  both  Parties  (that 
is,  in  the  Beginning)  and  by  infinuating  evil  Imprei&ons  of  one 
Side  to  the  other,  prevented  all  Poffibility  of  Reconciliation, 
which  brought  on  the  End. 

In  Jtafy  and  in  Holland^  the  fame  Methods  were  purfued  | 
;ind  tbe  mighty  Honours  paid  by  the  French  Ambafladors  to 
tbe  then  Prince  of  Orange,  were  calculated  to  kindle  thofc 
Jealoufies  and  Heart-burnings,  that  were  very  near  fubverting 
fhat  Commonwealth.  By  Arts  like  thefe.  Cardinal  Riche^ 
liegi  in  a  ytty  fliort  Space  of  Time  intirely  changed  the  Face 
of  Things  i  and  from  overgrown  Power,  unreafonable  Influ- 
ence-, and  fi  kind  of  univerfal  Monarchy,  reduced  the  Houfe 
of  Jujlria  to  extreme  Weakncfe  on  one  Side,  and  to  a  very 
limited  Authority  on  the  other,  drew  over  many  of  its  Allies, 
and  frighted  the  reft  from  ftiewing  any  AfFedtion  towards  that 
Family.  So  that  we  may  from  hence  difccrn  what  vaft  Defigns 
pne  rcftlefs  and  able  Qenius  can  cfFc(5,  when  it  has  its  full 
Scope  and  fit  Matter  (0  work  upon,  which  was  precifely  this 
JVliniftcr's  ^afe. 
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TheTe  mighty  Things  performed  for  the  Service  of  the  Premh 
Monarchy,  as  well  as  enlarging  the  Power  of  the  King,  though 
^hey  raifed  Cardinal  Richelieu  in  the  Opinon  and  Efteem  of  his  > 
Mailer,  yet  were  they  very  far  from  gaining  his  AfFedion.  Wq 
have  already  given  the  Reader  his  Charader,  and  from  hence  it 
will  appear  that  he  was  incapable  of  loving  any  thing,  from  the 
liatural  Timidity  of  his  Temper  j  which  prompting  him  to  parf 
with  his  Authority  for  the  Support  of  his  Government,  at  the 
Ame  time  inclined  him  to  be  extremely  jealous  and  fuip icious 
of  thofe  to  whom  he  parted  with  it,  though  they  maoagcd  it 
ever  fo  much  to  his  Advantage. 

He  had  been  governed  in  his  Minority,  and  for  fome  Years 
after,  by  the  Queen  his  Mother,  whom  he  treated  in  the  re- 
maining Part  of  his  Reign  with  great  Rigour,  not  to  call  it  In- 
humanity. He  made  Ufe  of  his  Favourite  the  Conftable  Lvytus 
to  humble  all  that  had  been  attached  to  his  Mother^  yet  he 
conceiyed  fuch  Envy  and  Hatred  towards  him,  as  was  ab- 
foIuteJy  unbecoming  a  Prince ;  for  he  was  wont  to  complain, 
that  his  Palace  wfts  not  big  enough  to  hold  two  Kings,  And 
when  the  Englijh  Ambaflador  went  to  confer  with  the  Con- 
ftable, who  a^ted  as  Prime  Minifter,  he  faid  to  them  that 
were  about  him,  The  Am^ajfador  is  gone  to  take  his  Audience 
of  the  King  Luynes.  Nay,  when  the  Conftable  came  into 
his  Prcfence,  with  many  of  the  Nobility  about  him,  he  ijiewed 
his  Uneafinefs,  and  (he  Weaknefs  of  bis  Temper  ftill  more^ 
hy  whifpering  to  fooie  that  were  near  him,  Hen  conies  the 
Court  / 

He  was  afraid  of  t)ie  Bifliop  ofLufon^s  Abilities,  becaufe  he 
helieved  him  devoted  to  his  Mother,  and  on  that  Account  re^ 
moved  him  once  from  his  Council ;  but  wt^en  be  perceived  bis 
Ambition  was  fo  great,  as  to  extinguiih  all  Sentiments  of  Gra* 
titude  for  the  Princefs  who  had  raifed  him,  he  honoured  him 
with  his  intire  Confidence,  procured  him  a  Hat  from  Rome^ 
and  made  him  as  abfolute  both  in  Church  and  State,  as  it  was 
jpoifible  for  him  to  be. 

Yet  by  Degrees  he  grew  jealous  even  of  him  ;  and  as  his 
Power  was  infinitely  fupcrior  to  that  of  former  Minjfters,  or  to 
fay  the  Truth,  than  that  of  former  Kings,  he  hated  him  in  the 
fame  Proportion.  The  Cardinal,  who  knew  his  Mailer's  Tem- 
per exaftly,  and  that  he  eould  no  more  be  without  a  Favourite 
than  a  Mmifler,  judged  it  convenient  to  give  him  one,  a  Man 
of  an  agreeable  Behaviour,  and  unider  great  Qbjigations  to  him* 
felf,  to  prevent  a  worfe  Choice. 

The  Perfon  be  pitched  upon  wa$  M.  Cinquemarsy  the  Son  of 
|he  late  Marlhal  d^Effiat^   whofe  Fortune  he  had  made^  and 
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of  whofe  Fidelity  therefore  he  thought  himielf  Tecore.  But  t© 
King  corrupted  his  Favourite,  by  makipg  him  the  Confident  of 
hfs  Averdon  for  his  Minifter.  Befides,  tlie  Ambition  of  the 
young  Man  was  as  boundlefs  as  that  of  the  Cardinal ;  and  he 
bad  formed  in  his  own  Breaft  fuch  Schemes  of  Greatnefs,  as  he 
vas  fenfible  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  Views  of  Richelieu, 
It  was  natural  for  him  therefore,  according  to  the  Policy  of 
Courts,  to  wi(h  the  DeftruSion  of  a  Minifter,  whofe  Power 
was  incompapble  with  his  Hopes. 

He  was  fenfible,  that  notwithftanding  his  Obligations  to 
him,  the  King  would  ngt  be  difpleafed  with  the  Cardinal'g 
Fall ;  but  he  was  fenfible  at  the  Tame  time,  that  his  Mafter 
wanted  Spirit  to  accomplifli  what  he  defircd  ;  and  this  drove 
him  to  think  of  the  defperate  Method  of  depriving  Riche* 
lieu  of  Life  and  Fortune  at  once  by  an  flafS nation.  He 
remembered  the  Fate  of  the  Qi»een-Mother's  Favourite,  and 
that  it  was  the  ficft  Step  to  the  Greatnefs  of  Luynes  ^  and 
he  had  himfelf  an  Intrigue  with  a  great  Princefs,  whom  he 
bad  Hopes  of  marrying,  if  he  once  arrived  at  the  Dignity  of 
Conftable. 

But  by  a  Train  of  unforefcen  Accidents,  and  that  Confu- 
fion  of  Mind,  which  is  natural  to  Men  who  are  embarked 
in  dark  and  dangerous  Defigns,  he  did  not  carry  this  Confpi- 
racy  againft  the  Cardinal  into  Execution,  in  the  Manner  he 
intended  ;  and  the  Confcqucnce  of  this  was,  that  in  this  Seafon 
of  Delay,  the  Cardinal  came  to  be  informed  of  all  that  had  been 
contrived  againft  him. 

He  did  not  immediately  take  that  Vengeance  which  might 
have  been  expe£led  from  a  Man  of  his  Spirit  and  Refolution, 
which  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  Circumftances  of 
Affairs,  but  more  to  an  Indifpofition  of  Body  5  he  kept  there- 
fore at  a  Diftantcfrom  the  Court,  took  the  neceffary  Precautions 
for  the  Security  of  his  Pcrfon,  and  very  wifely  waited  to  fee 
what  Time  would  produce. 

M.  de  Cinjuemars^  who  could  not  but  perceive  the  Danger  he; 
was  in,  had  recourfe  for  his  Security  to  Meafures  which 
ended  in  his  Deftruftion.  He  knew  that  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leansy  the  King's  Brother,  hated  the  Minifter  as  heartily  as 
he  did  ;  he  knew  that  the  Duke  de  Bouillon^  and  others  of 
the  principal  Nobility,  were  of  the  fame  Sentiments  -,  he  thought 
therefore  if  he  could  engage  them  in  his  Party,  and  draw  them 
.into  a  Treaty  wiih  Spain^  they  might  make  themfclvcs  fure 
€)f  Safety,  if  not  of  Succefs  ;  anxl  in  this  Defign  he  pro- 
ceeded farther  than  in  the  former,  for  ihcfc  great  Men  came 
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Tcadily  into  his  Purpofc;  and  by  the  Affiftance.of  Mr.  Pan^ 
iraiiUs^  the  Treaty  with  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  aduaify 
concluded. 

The  principal  Articles  of  this  Treaty  were,  that  the  King 
of  Spain  (hould  furnifh  Monfieur  with  twelve  thoufand  Foot^ 
and  five  thoufand  Horfe,  fhould  fupply  him  HSo  with  four 
ifaundred  thoufand  Crowns  for  levying  Soldiers  in  Frantic  ^zxA 
twelve  thoufand  Crowns  a  Month  towards  their  Pay-  The 
Duke  de  Bouillon  was  to  have  a  Penfion  of  forty  thoufand 
Crowns,  and  M.  Cinquemars  ,the  fame.  The  latter  commu- 
nicated the  whole  Sute  of  thefe  Affairs  to  his  Friend  M.  de  ThoUy 
.u,  Man  of  great  Worth  and  Probity,  who  difTuaded  him  from 
proceeding  on  this  Scheme,  and  expreffed  a  juft  Forefight  of 
the  dreadful  Calamities  with  wbich>  y^hatever  Turn  it  took^  it 
muft  be  inevitably  attended. 

The  Cardinal's  withdrawing  from  Affairs  produced  many 
Inconveniencies,  which  the  King  quickly  perceived,  and  had 
Senfe  and  Penetration  enough  to  difcover  that  the  Ruin  of 
Richelieu's  Power  would  be  attended  with  that  of  his  Autho- 
rity, of  which  he  was  flill  more  jealous  than  of  his  Minifter  : 
This  foon  led  to  a  Reconciliation  ;  and  the  Queen,  who  hated 
the  Cardinal  as  much  as  any  of  his  Enemies,  having  been  in- 
formed by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  of  feme  Part  of  his  Defign,  and 
perceiving  it  would  be  attended  with  difagreeable  Confequences 
to  herfelf,  in  cafe  of  the  King's  Death,  difcovered  all  (he  knew 
to  the  Cardinal,  notwithftanding  her  Averfion  to  him.  The 
King  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  this,  than  he  confidered  it 
in  the  fame  Light  the  Cardinal  wi(hed  he  fhould  confider  it,  as 
a  downright  Confpiracy,  and  tending  to  a  dangerous  Rebellion. 

The  Duke  de  Bouillon^  M.  Cinquemars^  and  M.  de  Tfjou 
were  feized  ;  the  Vifcount  de  Fontrailles  took  care  to  withdraw 
in  Time,  and  thereby  efcaped  the  Fate  of  his  Friends-  M. 
Cinquemars^  and  M.  de  Thou  were  condemned,  the  former  for 
Treafon,  and  the  latter  for  concealing  that  Trerfon  when 
difclofed  to  him,  to  lofe  their  Heads ;  and  this  Sentence  was 
immediately  put  in  Execution.  M.  Cinquemars  was  not  mudi 
pitied,  but  the  whole  Nation  was  under  a  remarkable  Concern 
for  M.  de  ThoUy  who  was  the  Son  of  the  great  Prefident  of  the 
fame  Name,^  and  was  thought  to  have  owed  his  Death  to  the  ill 
Charafter  cfefervcdly  given  by  the  Prefident  to  the  Uncle  of  the 
Cardinal,  in  his  admirable  Hiftory. 

Ad  for  the  Duke  de  Bouillon,  though  this  was  not  either 
his  iirft  or  his  fccond  Offence,  yet  his  Life  was  fpared  upon 
his  furreadering  into  the  King's  Hands  the  Citadel  and  Princi- 
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pality  of  Sedan^  which  was  his  Pr6perty,  and  was  a  Plac^  <S 
very  ^reat  Confequencei.  Thus'  ended  a  Confpiracy,  whidk 
iiifead  of  deftroying  either  the  Perfon  or  Power  of  the  Cardinal, 
coatributed  to  the  Security  of  the  former,  and,  if  poffible,  to 
the  enlarging  of  the  latter,  but  very  plainly  to  the  Eftablifliment 
of  both. 

The  Year  1642  was  alike  fatal  to  the  Enemies  of  dte  Qtrdihd 
di  Riebilieu^  and  to  himfelf.  On  the  third  of  July  the  Queen 
Mother,  A^ry  ie  Medicisj  breathed  her  laft  at  Cologne  in  the 
iixty-eighth  Year  of  her  Age,  having  fufiered  a  tong  Peifecu- 
tion,  and  fpent  fome  Years  in  Baniflunent,  from  the  unnatural 
Severity  of  her  Son,  and  the  unrele^nting  Hate  of  the  Car«> 
dinal,  though  ihe  had  been  a  moft  tender  Modier  to  the  for- 
mer, and  a  very  kind  Miftrefs  to  the  latter,  who  tvas  indebted 
to  her  for  his  iirft  Preferments,  and  for  his  Introdudtion  n> 
that  Power,  which  with  fo  much  Inhumaihiry  he  had  exercifed 
againft  her. 

On  the  eleventh  of  September  following,  Gnquemars  and 
de  Thou  loft  their  Heads  at  Lyons  ;  and  on  the  twenty-'ninch 
of  the  fame  Month  Sedan  was  yielded  into  the  King's  Handle. 
Thefe  great  and  happy  Turns  of  Fortune  feemed  to  reprieve  the 
Carding  from  the  Grave.  He  had  long  languiflied  under  a  pain- 
ful and  dangerous  Diftemper,  which  terminated  at  length  in 
a  Cancer  in  his  Arm,  which  the  Phyficians  could  not  cure^ 
and  to  the  Anguilh  which  it  created  they  could,  with  aft  thtic 
Skill,  sive  little  or  no  Relief. 

His  Strength  decayed  daily,  and  with  it  his  SpiritsTunk  fo 
much,  that  he  was  unable  to  rife  ;  yet  he  quitted  the  City 
of  Lyons  the  Day  that  thofe  Gentlemen  were  executed,  and  was 
carried  in  a  Litter  on  Mens  Shoulders  to  Fountainbleau^  where 
the  King  then  was.  He  came  ihither  In  O/fober^  quitted  Ms 
.  Bed,  waited  on  his  Majefty  with  as  much  Affiduity,  and  ap-' 
plied  himfelf  to  Bufinef:*  with  as  much  Vigilance  and  A£^* 
vity  as  ever.  But  after  Hix  Weeks  Rcfpitc  hts  Diftemper 
attacked  him  again  in  fucb  a  Manner,  as  Itti  him  no  Hopes  of 
efcaping. 

The  King  did  him  the  Honour  of  a  VrSt,  artd  exprcffcd 
much  Concern  at  the  Condition  in  Which  he  found  him  ^ 
but  there  is  P*.caron  to  doubt  of  the  Sincerrty  of  l>is  Ma- 
jefhr's  Grief,  fince  after  the  Cardinal's  Deccifc,  which  happen*^ 
cd  on  the  fourth  of  December  following,  he  appeared  to  be  ve- 
ry well  pleafed  on  finding  himfelf  delivered  from  a  Minifter 
whofe  Power  i  e  dreaded,  and  from  whom  he  knew  not  how 
.  to  take  it  aA'ay, 
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A  Wronger  ^roo(  of  bis  Sentimenta  in  this  Refpod  wai  tut 
letting  at  Liberty,  and  recalling  to  Court,  fuch  oif  theCaidi- 
nal's  Enemies,  as  were  either  «iinprifoned  or  banilbed  at  the 
Time  of  bis  Demife ;  fuch  as  the  Maxihals^/  f^itry^  di  Bmfim^ 
piiTi^  d^Etreis^  and  feveral  others ;  who  immediately  retarned 
to  his  ^refence,  and  were  well  received.  Such  are  the  Virtuet 
of  fome  Minifters !  and  the  Gratitude  of  fome  Kings  I 

It  was  n6t  long  that  this  Monarch  enjoyed  tfasit  Liberty  with 
which  he  was  fo  much  pleafed.  He  had  fuffered  for  four  Yeais 
and  upwards  by  a  painful  Diftemper,  which  weakened  him  ez-% 
ceedingly,  and  which  had  feveral  times  reduced  him  to  the  verj^ 
iPoint  ot  Death.  His  bad  Habit  of  Body,  and  his  Negkd  of 
all  kegimen,  made  his  Malady  abfolutely  incurable ;  and  the 
Jpril  following  the  Cardinal's  Death,  the  King  found  his  owa 
approaching  fo  haftily,  that  he  thought  fit  to  draw  up  a  Deck* 
ration  for  fettling,  as  far  as  pofQble,  the  Government  of  the 
Kingdom  after  his  Deceafe. 

The  principal  Points  of  this  Declaration  were  thefe :  That 
the  Queen  his  Wife  ihould  be  Regent  during  the  Minority 
of  his  Son ;  that  his  only  Brother,  the  Duke  of  Orlionsj  ihould 
be  the  King's  Lieutenant  throughout  the  Realm,  andPrefident 
of  the  Queen's  Council,  and,  in  cafe  of  his  Abfence,  the  Prince 
of  Conde.  This  Council  of  Regency  was  to  be  compofed  of  the 
iPerfons  before-mentioned,  the  Duke  of  Longuevilli^  Julius  Ma^ 
zarin,  ( for  whom  RichelieUy  a  little  before  his  Death,  had 
procured  the  Cardinal's  Hat, )  the  Chancelbr  of  Frame^  the 
Sur-Intendant  of  the  Finances,  and  M.  Cbavigny.  The  King 
caufed  this  Declaration  to  be  figned  by  the  Queen,  and  by 
Monfieur.  The  Prince  of  Condi  and  the  Chancellor  carried 
it  to  the  Parliament  of  Paris ^  where  it  was  regiftered  the  twen« 
ty-firft  of  April  1643. 

The  King  furvived  to  the  fourteenth  of  May^  and  then  died 
in  excels ve  Agonies  both  of  Body  and  Mind.  He  was  chiefly 
troubled  at  his  unnatural  Severity  to  the  Queen  his  Mother,  to 
whom  he  had  refufed  Leave  to  return  into  France  when  (he  made 
him  the  utmcfl  Submiffions,  and  when  he  had  not  the  leafl  Rea* 
fon  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  her  Return  that  could  give 
him  the  leaft  Uneafmefs.  Ue  regretted  likewife  the  Rigour  of 
Ricbelifu^s  Adminiftracion,  and  the  Torrents  of  Blood  that  had 
been  {bed  thereby. 

He  annexed  the  County  of  Reuffillon  to  his  Kingdom,  and 
inhrged  the  Royal  Authority  far  beyond  its  ancient  and  legal 
Bounds.  This  was  the  great,  the  diftinguifliing  CharaAeriftick 
of  his  Reign,  which  induced  me  to  take  fo  much  Pains  to  ihew 
in  a  narrow  Compafs,  how  fo  great  aChange  was  brought  about. 

Yet 
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Yet  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  can  be  bu^  ^ziperfeAIy  uil« 
derttooiy  unlefs  it  be  more  particularly  fliewn  what  that 
Change  waS)  which  was  thus  made. 

Before  this  time  the  Nobility  were  potent,  and  even  the 
meaneft  of  the  People  were  m  fome  meafure  free  ;  but  at 
Ills  Deceafe  the  Royal  Authority  had  almoft  fwallowed  up  all  ^ 
and  Mens  Safeties  and  Fortunes,  as  we}!  as  Power  and  Prefer- 
ment, depended  on  the  Will  of  the  King  and  his  Minifters. 
Yet  fuch  was  the  abjeft  Flattery,  or  rather  ridiculous  Folly 
©f  thofe  Times,  that  his  Subje&  beftowed  on  him  the  Sir- 
xiame  of  Ju^ ;  as  if  he  had  been  more  careful  in  obferving  the 
Laws,  and  maintaining  the  ancient  and  legal  Conftitution  of 
FrancBy  than  any  of  his  PredecelTors ;  whereas  in  fa£l,  he  did 
more  towards  deftroying  it,  than  all  the  Kings  that  had  reign- 
ed before  him. 

It  is  true,  this  did*  not  proceed  fo  much  from  himfelf  as  from 
his  Minifter;  but  that  Minifter  could  have  done  nothing  with- 
out the  Affiftance  of  his.  Authority ;  and  if  he  had  preferr- 
ed the  Welfare  of  his  SubjeSs  to  the  Poffeffion  of  bound- 
Icfs  Power,  he  would  never  have  given  into  his  Schemes.  But 
fo  far  was  the  King  from  difapproving  the  Plan  that  Rithelim 
had  laid  down,  or  deflring  his  Proje£):s  might  be  thrown  afide, 
that  he  provided  to  the  very  laft,  and  even  by  the  Declara- 
tion which  he  fent  to  the  Parliament,  for  the  putting  them  in 
Execution,  and  that  in  their  utmoft  Extent,  by  giving  a  Place 
in  the  Council  of  Regency  to  Cardinal  Alazann,  the  Crea- 
ture and  Difciple  of  Richelieu,  who  purfued  his  Matter's  In- 
ftrudions,  if  not  with  equal  Genius,  yet  with  much  greater 
Cunning  5  fo  that  in  the  Space  of  thirty-feven  Years,  (  for  fo 
long  the  Miniftry  of  thefe  two  Cardinals  lafted)  the  Defign  of 
rendering  the  Government  of  France  ( which  in  former  Times 
refembled  the  other  Governments  of  Europe)  an  abfolute  Mo- 
narchy, was  brought  to  bear,  not  more  to  the  Opprelfion  and 
Misfortune  of  jhofe,  who  from  being  Subjcfts  only,  were  made 
Slaves  thereby,  than  to  the  Terror  and  Confufion  of  all 
Chriflendom  ever  fince. 

It  was  thought  requifite  to  infift  longer,  and  to  explain 
the  Events  of  this  Reign  the  more  clearly,  becaufe  if  the 
Reader  will  attentively  confider  them,  he  muft  difcern  why 
France  is  much  more  formidable  to  her  Neighbours  now  than 
fhe  was  formerly*,  when  perhaps  her  real  Strength  was  greater, 
and  with  what  Rcafon  there  is  fo  much  Jealoufy  had  of  her 
Defigns  beyond 'thofe  of  any  other  Power.  We  may  likewife 
from  the  foregoing  Account  of  this  extraordinary  Reign,  de- 
duce three  Obfervauons  of  the  grcitcft  Confequvnce  in  regard 
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tp  Oovertiment  in  general,  and  .which  ought  to  be  perpe* 
tuaily  in  the  Minds  of  thoie  who  dtfire  their  Poficrity  £houj|d 
remain  as  free  as  tbemfelves  have  been,  and  confcquently  to 
b^ve  their  own  Memoirs  revered^  as  jufl  Aflei'tors  oi  puUick 
and  ftcady  Liberty. 

The  JJrfi  is»  That  the  Perfonal  Charters  pf  Princes  are 
not  of  any  great  Confequence  in  alter  ing  of  Governments.  L^«;x| 
the  Juji  was,  in  Parts,  very  far  inferior  to  Henry  the  Greats 
and  yet  he  licquired  much  more  Power  by  liftening  to  the  Sug* 
gcftions  of  a  Minifter  who  govtrrned  htm,  whereas  his  Father 
governed  his  Minifters  as  well  as  his  Subje&s.  There  arp 
'^tvy  great  Qualities  requifite  in  a  Prince  who  aims  hitpfelf  at 
overturning  a  Conftitution  ^  but  j>affive  Obftinacy  is  a  Quality 
not  hard  to  be  met  with,  and  this  condu<3ed  by  a  defigning  Mi-* 
oifter  will  do  the  Work  to  the  full  as  well. 

Secondly^  There  is  nothing  fo  dangerous  in  any  limited  Mo- 
narchy, or  mixed  State,  as  fyftematical  admin iftrat ions,  whe- 
ther they  are  calculated  to  introduce  Tyranny  or  defem'nate. 
Corruption  ;  whxh,  in  the  Body  Politick,  differ  from  each  o- 
ther  no  .more  than  an  Inflammation  from  a  Mortification  in  a 
natural  Body  \  that  is,  the  former  is  more  alarming,  and  the 
latter  more,  or  at  leaft  equally,  dangerous. 

Thirdly^  Such  Alterations  can  never  be  wrought  but  by  an 
artful  Management  of  FaSfionsj  which  are  never  fo  dangerous 
to  the  Freedom  of  the  People,  as  when  ^ey  are  cpnnjved  at^ 
and  tampered  with,  ty  a  Court.  When  the  Phyfician  and  the 
Difeafe  are  agreed,  the  Patient^  let  his  C§nJiitution  be  ever  fo 
good,  cannot  laji  Jong.  But  let  us  return  now  from  Rcflc&ions 
to  Hiftory 

Lams  XIV.  fucceeded  his  Father  at  the  Age  of  Fpur  Years 
and  eight  Months,  under  the  Tutelage  of  his  Mother  Anne  of 
Aujiria^  Daughter  of  Philip  III.  King  of  Spain.  His  long  ' 
Reign,  the  Evennefs  and  Firmnefs  of  his  Temper,  the  Variety 
of  Opportunities  that  offered,  and  which,  generally  fpe.^kingy 
no  Prince  knew  better  how  to  turn  to  his  own  Advantage,  ena- 
bled him  tocompleat  what  liis  Parent  and  PredeceiTor  had  begun  | 
and  therefore  a  juft  and  .comprehenfive  Idea  ot  hl^  Reign  is  ab- 
foluteiy  neceflary,  to  fuch  as  are  inclined  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  Political  State  of  Europe. 

In  order  to  contribute  to  this  as  far  as  is  poffible,  and  yet 
keep  as  much  within  Bounds  as  fo  fruitful  and  fo  extenfive 
a  Subject  will  allow,  we  fhall  divide  the  general  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  this  Reign  into  five  diftin£i  Periods ;  in  each  of 
which  we  ftall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  ruling  Maxim 
tlu|t  was  purfued|  the  Means  that  were  made  ufe  of  for  its 
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Accomplilhmcnt,  and  how  far  they  were  or  were  not  attended 
with  Succefs. 

Thefc  Periods  fhall  be  from  the  AccciEon  of  the  King  in  1 643, 

'  to  the  Peace  of  the  Pynnea  in  1660  j  from  that  Peace  to  the 

'  Treaty  concluded  at  Nirmguen  in  1679  ;  from  the  Peace  of  M- 

nuguen  to  that  of  ^yfivick  in  1697  j  from  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick 

to  that  of  Utrecht  in  1712  ;  from  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  to  the 

Death  of  Lewis  XIV th  in  17 15. 

By  conitdering  the  Events  within  tbefe  five  Period*  with  pro- 
per Attention,  we  (hall  be  able  to  difcern  how  the  Government 
of  France  was  entirely  modelled  into  as  abfolute  a  Monarchy 
ats  ever  exifted  ;  how  the  Power  of  that  Crown  has  gradually 
increafed  at  the  Expence  of  its  Neighbours,  to  that  formidable 
Greatnefs  which  rendered  it  the  Terror  of  Europe  at  the  opening 
of  the  prefent  Century,  and  how  it  efcaped  being  reduced  within 
reafonable  Bounds  by  a  grand  Alliance,  as  happily  conduced  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  laft  general  War,  as  it  was  wifely  concerted 
in  the  Beginning  of  it. 

Thefe  are  Things  of  fuch  Importance,  that  without  a  cleaf 
and  perfect  Notion  of  them,  it  is  fimply  impoffible  to  have 
any  true  and  well-grounded  Conceptions  of  the  prefent  State 
of  Europe^  and  the  refpeSive  Interefts  of  its  fcveral  Powers ; 
much  lefe  any  Degree  of  Forefight  as  to  future  Events,  and 
what  the  Confequqnccs  may  be  of  the  Increafe  or  Decline 
of  the  Power  and  Influence  of  this  ambitious  and  alKgrafping 
Crown. 

We  will  begin  then  with  a  fuccinft  Account  of  what  paffed 
onder  the  Regency  of  the  Queen-Mother,  whofe  firft  and  fet- 
tled Maxim  was  to  increafe  and  extend  her  Authority  to  the 
utmoft;  in-order  to  which,  (he  employed  all  the  Arts  natural 
to  her  Sex,  to  gain  the  Hearts,  or  at  leaft  the  Voices  df  the 
principal  Perfons  of  the  Kingdom,  during  the  laft  Illnefs  of 
her  Confort  ;  fo  that  within  four  Days  after  his  Deceafe,  fhe 
obtained  a  Declaration  from  the  Parliament  of  P^m,  by  which 
fhe  was  appointed  folely  and  fimply  Regent  of  the  ICingdomr 
dQring  the  Minority  of  her  Son.  And  within  four  Hours  af- 
ter obtaining  this  Declaration,  which  intirely  cancelled  that 
of  the  late  King  figned  by  herfelf,  and  approved  by  the  fame 
Parliament,  ihe  placed  Cardiaal  Ma%arin  at  the  Head  of  her 
Council. 

As  this  Minifter  condu6ted  the  Affairs  of  France  with  great? 
Variety  of  Fortune  for  eighteen  Years,  and  as  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  given  his  Mafter  that  Plan  of  Policy  putfued  through  his* 
long  Rtrigii ;  and  which,  for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the  con*- 
trary,  is  Itill  purfuing  \  it  will  be  neceiH^ry  to  enter  more  pai«ti*- 
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fcularly  into  his  Charafter,  and  to  fhew  by  what  Steps  he  rofe 
from  being  a  mere  Adventurer,  without  iny  great  Pretences  to- 
Family,  Credit  or  Fortune,  to  the  Rank  of  firft  MInifter  in  a 
Kingdom  where  he  wa^an  utter  Stranger  till  the  limc  he  waa 
forty  Years  of  Age. 

He  was  by  Birth  a  Gentleman  oT  Rome  ;  his  Enemies  in- 
deed have  difputedthis^  and  his  Friends  never  contended  for 
any  thing  more.  He  ftudied  for  fome  time  in  the  Univerfity 
of  Salamanca  in  Spairr^  but  he  neither  was  nor  afFefted  to  be 
thought  learned  ;  while  he  was  at  this  Univerfity  he  had 
the  Curiofity  too  common  in  all  Countries,  but  moft  fo  in 
Italy  and  Spaiify  to  have  the  Figure  of  his  Nativity  drawn  and 
judged  by  a  famous  Aftrologer  of  thofe  Days,  who  very  po- 
fitively  pronounced  that  he  would  one  Day  become  Pope;  which 
Ihewedhis  Ignorance,  .or  rather  his  Fallacy  of  that  pretended 
Art,  by  which  all  who  put  any  Truft  in  it  have  been  mifcrably  _ 
deceived. 

He  was  firft  the  Creature  of  the  Houfe  ofCoknna,  into  which 
one  of  bis  Nieces  afterwards  married  5  his  next  Patron  was 
Cardinal  Sachetii-,  then  he  became  a  Captain  of  Horfe.  Being 
taken  notice  of  by  Cardinal  Antonio  Barberiniy  he  laid  afide  the 
Military,  and  afTumed  the  Ecclefiaftical  Habit.  He  was  made 
ufc  of  as  an  Agent  by  the  French  Court  in  concluding  the 
Peace  of  Cafal^  which  he  performed  at  the  Hazard  of  hisXife, 
when  both  Armies  were  in  the  P'ield,  in  Sight,  and  ready  to 
engage.     ~ 

This  recommended  him  to  Cardinal  Richelieu^  who  took 
him  intirely  into  his  Confidence,  procured  him  a  Hat  from  Rome 
at  the  Recommendation  of  his  Matter,  and  left  him  much  in 
his  good  Graces  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe.  '  Mazarin  had  a 
fine  Perfon,  an  eafy  and  infinuating  Addrefs,  was  poffeffed  of 
all  genteel  Accomplilhments,  had'an  AirofCourtefy  and  Kind- 
nefs,  fpoke  fcnfibly  of  Affairs  olF  Importance,  agreeably  and 
pleafantly  on  all  other  Topicks.  In  (hort,  he  was  an  able 
Statefman  and  a  finifhed  Courtier ;  but  as  for  Religion,  Virtue, 
Honour,  Probity,  or  Regard  for  the  People,  they  vi^ere  (to  fpeak 
without  Envy  or  Prejudice)  things  out  of  his  Way  ;  he  did  not 
cith.er  pretend  to  them  Kimfelf,  nor  was  he  fufpcSed  of  having 
'any  Acquaintance  with  them  by  others. 

The  Affairs  of  France  were  in  a  very  flourifhing  Condition 
at  the  Time  the  Queen  eptercd  upon  her  Regency  j  and  her 
Majefty  thought  ht  to  continue  the  War  with  great  Vigour 
for  many  Reafons,  particularly  for  thefe  two  ;  firft,  that  (be 
might  fatisfy  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  other  great  Perfons 
in  the  Kingdom,  bybcftowing  upon  them  the  Command  of 
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might  have  been  highly  advantageous  to  the  Natron ;  But  ^ 
the  Pretenders  to  Pa^riptifm  were  Men  as  ambitious  of  Power 
as  the  Courtiers,  and  only  took  this  Method  to  gain  it,  the 
Effcfts  of  their  Proceedings  were  fo  far  from  being  beneficial 
in  any  degree  to  the  People,  that  on  the  contrary,  they  turned 
more  to  their  Prejudice  than  the  very  worft  Defigns  of  the 
Court. 

The  Queen,  who  was  a  Princefs  of  great  Spirit,  and  who 
well  remembered  how  Richelieu  had  fupported  his  Authority, 
was  inclined  to  follow  his  Steps ;  but  his  Succeflbr  Mazarin 
was  of  a  milder  Difpofition,  and  knowing  that  his  Adherents 
wiflied  him  no  better  in  their  Hearts  than  the  moft  violent  of  his 
Enemies,  ufed,  or  afFe<fted,  fuch  Moderation  in  his  Condufti 
as  raifed  him  many  real  Friends. 

It,  was  by  his  Advice  that  the  King  fent  a  Declaration  to 
the  Parliament,  which  was  verified  by  them,  to  abate  ten 
Millions  in  their  Annual  Taxes,  two  Millions  in  the  Excifes 
of  Paris ^  and  to  eftablifhthe  ordinary  Court  of  Juftice,  fothat 
no  Man  could  be  imprifoned  or  prpfecuted,  but  by  due  Courfe 
of  Law.  If  the  Parliament  had  been  contented  with  this,  and 
had  taken  fair  and  legal  Steps  for  eftablifliiilg  the  Government 
on  a  juft  Foundation,  \  hings  might  have  continued  to  go  well ; 
but  they  were  fo  exalted  with  their  Succefs,  and  prefumed  fo 
much' on  the  Timidity  of  the  Cardinal  Minifter,  that  in  the 
Month  of  January  following,  the  People  made  an  InfurreSion 
in  Parisy  and  obliged  the  King,  theQtieen  his  Mother,  and  all 
the  Royal  F^n^ily,  jto  retire  with  great  Precipitation  to  St.  G^r- 
wains ;  two  Days  afterwards  the  Parliament  declared  the  Car- 
dinal an  Enemy  to  the  State,  and  a  Difturber  of  the  Publicfc 
Peace  j  at  the  fame  time  that  they  endeavoured  to  raife  an  Ar- 
my to  fupport  their  Proceedings. 

The  Queen  upon  this  recalled  the  Prince  of  Conde  with  hi^ 
Army,  which  blocked  up  the  City,  and  fome  Skirmifhes  hap- 
pened wherein  there  was  confiderable  EfFufion  of  Blood.  In 
about  fix  Weeks  Time,  however,  a  temporary  Pacification  en- 
dued J  the  Prince  of  Conti^  and  the  Duke  of  Longueville^  and 
the  other  Grandees,  had  Places  given  them  j  a  general  Pardon 
Tvas  publilhed,  and  the  Cardinal  thereby  for  that  Time  bought 
his  Peace. 

At  Bottom,  however,  thefamejealoufies  remained,  or  rather 
were  increafed  ;  for  the  Parliament  hated  the  Princ?  of  Conde 
for  having  aflifted  the  Qiieen,  and  defpifcd  the  other  Princes 
for  dtferting  them.  The  Cardinal  knowing  thisi,  and  being 
ftnfible  that  hi*  Authority  could  never  be  fccure  while  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood  govcrrcd  at  Court,  took  this  Opponunity, 
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amd  in  the  Banning  of  tbe  Year  1650,  feized  and  ii»pri(biie4 
the^  Princes  of  Conde^  and  Conti^  and  the  Duke  of  Longut- 
ville ;  a  Meafure  fo  far  from  being  difliked  at  Parls^  tha^ 
fts  icon  as  they  heard  of  it  the  People  made  Bonfires  in  the 
Streets. 

But  long  before  the  End  of  the  Year  Things'  came  about 
again ;  the  Nation  in  general  fliewed  great  Concern  for  the 
imprifoned  Pitnces  j  the  Vifcount  Turinm^  wiih  a  Body  of 
four  thoufand  Horfe,  attempted  to  have  fet  them  at  Liberty, 
butfaii'd  \  wpon  which  the  Duke  oi  Orleans^  the  King's  Unclc^ 
put  himfclf  at  the  Head  of  the  difcontented  Pat ty»  who  were 
iiftinguiflied  by  the  Name  of  the  Frondeurs^  which  fignifies 
literally  the  Slingers^zn^  like  moft  Party. •Appellations,  ferved 
only  to  increafe  the  publick  Confufion,  which  was  already  but 
too  great. 

The  Cardinal  finding  the  Torrent  turjofidi.  and  running  vio- 
lently againft  him>  fo  that  he  could  not  avoid  quitting  the  King- 
dom, refolved  to  take  ^  bold  Step  before  his  Departure;  and.  ac- 
cordingly wept  in  Perfopto  Havre,  where  the  Princes  weije 
confined,  and  having  fet  them  ^t  Liberty,  fet  Qut  imn>ediately 
for  Liege f  The  People  of  Paris  were  no  fopner.  infoimed  that 
the  Princes  were  free,  than  they  lighted  Bonfires  in  the  StreetJ, 
with,  as  much  reil  Zeal  and  Sincerity  of  i^eart  as  they  had  done 
.on  the  News  of  their  Confinement 

This  Tranfa£iion..  happened  in  February  1651,  and  during 
that  whole  Year  Things  went  ftrongly  againll  the  Cardinal, 
infomuch  that  the  King  was  forced  to  publilb  a  Declaration  ex- 
cluding all  Strangers  frx>m  his  Council,  and. even  all  Frenlh 
Car din^s,  as  too  much  addicted  to  the  Pope.  But  this  was  fo 
far  from  giving  Sati^fa^iiioq,  that  tbe  Prince  of  Conde^  in  Con- 
jun<ition  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  other  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  proceeded  to  ralfean  Army,  and  to  enter  into  fecret  En- 
gagements with  Spain.  The  Couit  upon  this  feeing  no  Hopes 
of  an  Accomodation,  and  having  more  Need  than  ever  of  the 
Cardinal's  Advice,  ref^lved  to  recall  him,  of  which  the  Parlia- 
ment being  informed,  -in  the  Month  of  December  following  ie.t 
a  Price  upon  his  Head  \  tho'  in  doing  this  they  only  fhewed  how 
high  on  both  Sides  it  was  valued. 

(n  the  beginning  of  the  fucceeding  Year  1652,  the  Cardinal 
returned  under  an  Efcort  of  fix  tlioufand  Men,  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Ho^quineourt^  who  for  this  gre^t  Service 
was  made  Marflial  oi  France,  A  new  Civil  War  was  now 
.  opened,  and  the  King,  though  of  Age  to  govern  by  himfelf, 
iaw  his  Capital,  and  feveral  other  of  the  chief  Cities  in  his  King- 
dom>  declare  againft  him  i    the  Pruiqe  of  Qonde  bad  alfo  an 
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A^anOtge  over  the  new  Marflial,  -  and  if  it  hid  not  been  for  th« 
Prudence  of  the  Vifcount  Turenm^  now  reconciled  to  the  Courts 
had  entirely  defeated  the  King's  Troops. 

On  the  fecond  of  /  uly.  another  Battle  was  fought,  when  the 
Malccuntcnu  in  their  Turn  had  been  totally  routed,  if , the 
Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  not  caufed  the  Cannon  of 
the  BaftiU  to  be  fired  upon  the  King's  Troops,  and  received  the 
A  rmy  of  the  Prince  of  Condi  into  the  City  of  Paris.  The  King 
upon  this  removed  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  Pontoift^  and  in 
Augufl  Cardinal  Maxarin  was  again  fo  diftrefled  that  he  retire4 
%  fecond  Time  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

Thinffs  however  took  another  turn  towards  the  latter  End 
of  the  Year,  The  Prince  of  Condi  and  the  Duke  of  OrUam 
iquitted  Paris  i  the  King  went  thither,  the  Parliament  fub- 
mitted  intirely,  and  in  F^bruarii  1653,  the  Cardinal  returned 
in  Triumph ;  the  King  and  his  Brother  went  two  Leagues  out 
of  Town  CO  tneet  him,  the  Magiftrates  went  in  a  Body  to 
compliment  him,  and  the  People  by  their  Bonfires  exprefled 
tb'ir  Joy  for  his  Return.  The  Prince  of  Conti  foon  after 
inairied  the  Cardinal's  Niece,  and  moft  of  the  Places  that 
were  held  for  his  Brother  the  Prince  oi  Condi,  furrendered  to  the 
King. 

On  the  twenty-cighth  o{  April  1654,  his  Majefty  in  Parlia* 
ment  declared  that  Prince  a  Rebel,  and  deprived  him  of  all  his 
Employments.  On  the  feventh  of  June  following,  the  King 
uas  crowned  at  Rheimsj  and  at  the  fame  time  took  a  folemh 
Oath  never  to  pardon  Duels.  The  War  continued  adl  this 
Time  with  Spain,  and  the  laft-menttoned  Crown  gained  fcveral 
Advantages,  and  bad  gained  more  if  Cromwelly  who  then  held 
the  fupreme  Power  in  England,  had  not,  contrary  to  all  the 
Kules  of  Policy  as  well  as  Juftice,  aflifted  the  French  both  by 
Land  and  Sea,  fo  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  B^llance  of  Power 
in  Europe,  that  the  EfFeds  of  his  ill  Condu^  in  this  Particulacr' 
are  very  feverely  felt  to  this  Pay, 

The  Spaniards  finding  themfclves  in  no  Capacity  of  maintain* 
ing  a  War  againft  France  and  England  at  the  fame  time,  wil. 
Jingiy  liftened  to  Propofitions  of  Peace,  which  was  concluded  on 
the  feventh  of  November  1659,  and  is  that  which  is  fttled  the 
Peace  of  the  Pyrenees  \  and  on  ihe  ninth  of  June  \  660,  Liwis 
the  XiVih  efpoiifed  the  Infanta  Mr' a  Thereja ;  in  Confequence 
of  which  the  Piince.of  Condf  obtained  his  Pardon,  the  Duke 
of  terrain  was  reftored  to  his  Dominions,  and  France  had  a 
fair  Profpcfi  of  Quiet  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  Uncle  to  the  King,  died  about  thJg 
Timci  as  the  Cardinal  did  on  the  ninth  oi  March  1661,  leaving 
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bchhod  bkir  a  poiis&w%  Fortune  to  hk  Fsanilfj  mdt  ikk  Ai^ 
vice  to  the  King,  ibat  bijboidd  ntutr  trufi  any  JMinifiir  Mfi^  iU 
His  Fnosr.  It  is  ceftaki  he  pursued  fteadily,  though  m>»v€tf 
dltiierent  Manner,  theSdiemeof  his  Predeceflbr,  biKiKdkMV* 
withftanding  with  the  fame  Succefs.  His  Geoiua  wa^  emSklf 
faked  to  the  Tinier  ai)<l  the  Circiimftances  of  bia  Mkii^ff, 
With  this  l^ffpofitioii  Rkheliiu  had  quickly  beej!i  undooe  $  aftd 
with  Rifheliiun  Temper  Mazarin  would  have  certaiidy  r»io«d 
bimfcify  and  p^haps  the  Court  alfo.  Thus  ended  dn| 
Period. 

The  King  ^as  now  in  the  twenty-third  Year  of  ho  Ag^  | 
and  though  he  had  not  difcovered  in  hk  Youoh,  aittivr  t 
ftrong  Inclination  or  great  Capacity  for  Learni«»g,  ytt  hii 
Education  had  heither  been  negleded»  as  foitie  have  Writtris 
Aor,  as  others  have  fuggefted,  was  the  Care  taiifen  in  trhk 
refpefi  thrown  away  upon  the  Kir^  whofe  Parts,  if  thej 
were  not  quick,  were  however  foHd,  and  whofe  Want  of  foolt 
little  Schoiaftic  Accodiplilhments  was  abundtmrly  fttjppiied  by 
the  .bv.ennefs  of  his  Temper,  and  the  Strength  of  his  Jud^ 
ment. 

The  Cardinal  obferving  the  Weaknefs  of  his  Conftkution 
while  a  Child,  was  more  careful  of  his  Health,  than  of  hk 
Studies  ;  and  as  that  grew  more  conhroied,  he  caufed  hilil  to 
be  caught  his  Exercifes,  which  he  performed  very  gracefuUyy 
.as  he  had  a  very  fine  Perfon.  As  he  grew  up,  the  Cardinal 
took  Care  to  inllru£l  him  by  his  Converfation,  to  make  him 
well  acquainted  with  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom^  and  with 
the  true  Charad^ers  of  all  the  confiderable  Perfons  in  k  ;  of 
which  his  Majefty  was  very  capable,  had  naturally  t  I'urn 
to  Buhnefs,  and  could  apply  himfelf  to  it  wuh  Diligence, 
and  tranfad  it  with  all  the  Dignity  becoming  his  Rank,  He 
had  a  great  Deference  fur  that  MiniAer,  and  the  more  fo, 
perhaps,  becaufe  he  in(pired  him  with  a  Difidcnce  Ibr  cvcty  . 
body  elfe. 

Before  the  Death  of  the  Cardinal,  hk  Malefty  was  not  fb 
much  confidired  as  he  ought  to  have  been*  The  old  Courtiers 
addled  themfelves  to  that  Minifler,  and  to  the  C^een  Mothet; 
the  younger  ones  applied  themfelves  to  the  Sur-lntendant  of  the 
Finances,  Mr  FouqtuU  a  Man  of  lively  as  well  as  great  Abi- 
lities; and  who  flattered  himfelf  iritb  the  Hopes  of  fucceedinft 
the  Cardinal,  tho'  he  had  declared  himfelf  pretty  openly  againn 
him,  and  had  engaged  in  fome  Intrigues  that  were  afterwanb 
fatal  to  him. 

The  King  began  his  Adminifiration  with  removing  that 
Minifter  ^  and  he  did  it  with  fome  Ckcumftaocet  that  were 
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tnly  excufablein  ayoung  Man,  that  is  to  fay,  he  carefTed  him' 
excecMlingly  to  render  him  fecure,  and  went  in  Perfon  to 
Nantes  at  the  Time  he  was  arrefted,  as  if  that  had  been  an 
ASur  of  Importance  or  Difficulty.  The  Queen*Mother  wag 
drawn  to  confent  to  this  by  a  Lady  who  was  much  in  her 
Favour ;  but  (he  very  foon  repented  it,  for  the  King  allowed 
her  little  or  no  Share  in  the  Management  of  Affairs  after^ 
wards,  tho'  he  treated  her  always  with  much  Decency  and 
Refped.. 

Mr.  Colbert^  who,  as  himfelf  affirmed,  wasof  Scots  Extradion^ 
and  a  Creature  of  the  late  Cardinal's,  fucceeded  him  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Finances,  with  the  Title  of  ComptroUeiv 
General,  the  Sur-Intendant  being  fupprefled.  This  Man  had 
great  Parts,  and  a  moft  extenfive  Genius  c  he  perfedly  uiv* 
derftood  the  King's  Humour,  and  flattered  it ;  he  put  him  upon 
making  himfelf  abfolute  in  the  utmoft  Senfe  of  the  Word  ;  by 
his  Advice  betook  from  the  Parliament  oi Paris  all  Power,  but 
that  of  regiftering  his  £dids,  againft  which  they  were  for  fomc 
time  allowed  the  Liberty  of  remonftrating  after  they  were  re<- 
giftered  ;  but  of  this  they  were  by  Degrees  deprived. 

Thefe,  and  fome  other^teps  of  a  like  Tendency,  were  taken 
at  a  T  ime  of  all  others  the  moft  favourable  that  could  be  wi(h'- 
ed  for  the  King's  Purpofes  )  there  were  few  of  the  great  Lords 
in  France  that  retained  any  thing  of  their  former  Power ;  the 
Prince  of  Condi  was  but  juft  pardoned,  and  had  Reafon  to  avoid 
reviving  the  Memory  of  paft  Offences  ;  the  King's  Brother, 
now  Duke  of  Orleans j  who  had  married  the  Princefs  Henrietta 
of  Great  Britain^  was  young,  and  much  addi£ted  to  his  Piea^ 
fures,  fo  that  there  was  no  body  left  to  oppofe  the  Deiigns  of 
the  Court ;  and  they  were  carried  fo  luckily,  that  the  oppofing 
them  became  very  foon  totally  impradicable. 

The  three  Minifters  then  at  the  Head  of  Affairs  were  U 
TiUier^  Colbert^  ^xiA'^de  Litffne:^  who  had  Addrefs  enough,  whi)e 
they  governed  all  Things,  to  perfuade  their  Mafter  that  thejr 
had  nothing  at  Heart^biit  the  complete  Execution  of  the  Plan  of 
the  two^Cardinals,  wihich  confifted  in  making  their  Country- 
men Slaves,  and  extendine  the  Power,  or  at  leaft  the  Influence 
of  their  Mafter  overfall  Chrijfendonu 

The  King  bought  of  Charles  II.  King  of  Great  Britain  the 
Port  of  Dmkirkj  which  the  Cardinal  had  btfen  forced  to  de- 
liiner  up  to  Cromwell,  the  Importance  of  which  was  not  well 
known,  or ^t  leaft  confidered  by  the.  Englijh  Court.  This 
did  not  hinder  Lewis  XIV.  from  taking  pare   with  the  Dutch 
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in  the  War  "they  were  engaged  in  againft  England^  ahd  he  did 
it  with  a  View  of  weaicening  the  Maritime  Powers,  having  aC 
that  Time  formed  Defi^^ns  againft  them  both  ;  and  in  this  he 
was  but  too  fuccefsful;  for  while  they  were  ruining  each  other's 
Fleets,  he  was  raifing  and  increafing  his,  which  became  quickljr 
more  confiderable  than  it  had  ever  been  under  any  of  his  Pre* 
deccflbrs. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1667,  while  this  War  continued} 
he  fd\  very  unexpedtedly,  as  well  as  (the  World  thought)  very 
«njuftly,  upon  the  Spanijh  'Low-Countries^  under  Pretence  of 
maintaining  the  R'gbts  of  his  Queen,  and  took  a  great  many 
ftrong  Towns  in" a  very  fliort  Space  of  Time.  This  efit£tu- 
ally  opened  the  Eyes  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch ^  who  very  fooit 
icompromifcd  their  Differences  by  the  Treaty  oi  Breda^  and 
<)uickly  afrer  concluded  the  famous  Triple  Alliance  (the. Crown 
of  Sweden  making  the  third  Power)  ^ith  a  View  of  fetting 
Bounds  to  France, 

This  was  indeed  the  wifeft  and  rtoft  efFed^ual  Step  that  wa* 
taken  for  that  Purpofe,  in  as  much  as  the  Allies  declared 
roundly  to  the  French  Court,  that  they  were  refolved  to  take 
Part  in  the  War  againft  her,  if  it  was  not  fpecdily  concluded 
J)y  a  fair  and  equal  Peace.  This  well-timed  and  wtelUconcerted 
De<^laration  produced  the  Treaty  o^  Aix-la-Chapille^  which  was 
concluded  the  id  of  May  1668,  by  which  Ftana  gave  up^  the 
Franche  Comte  which  (he  had  conquered,  'but  (he  kept  fome 
large *Diftri£ls  in  the  L^fc;-G7«^/r'/Vf,  and  fercral  Ckies  and 
Towns  of  great  Importance  ;  fuch  as  Namurj  Charter oy^  Aethy 
Dowayy  Journay^  -^i/^'j  and  many  others. 

But  not  long  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty,  this  Prince 
found  Means  to  diffolve  the  Triple  Alliance,  and  to  engage 
•the  Engljh  Court  in  a  Defign  of  entirely  deftroying  the 
Dutch ;  which  was  brought  about,  by  his  fending  over  the 
Duchefs  of  Orleans,  who  perfuaded  her  firother^King  Charles 
the  Second"  in  to  it,  and  who  at  her  Return  co  France  j  wae 
poifoned  in  a  Fit  of  Jealoufy  by  her  Hu{band,'notwithftanding 
which,  the  Defign  was  ftil!  carried  on  by  the  two  Crowns 
againft  the  States,  , 

It  broke  out  in  the  Spring  of  167a,  and  in  the  Month  of 
May^  the  King  pafTed  the  Maeje2x  the  Head  of  one  hundred 
ihoufand  Men,  and  puftied  the  Dutch  within  a  Hair's  breadth 
of  Dcftruction  by  Land,  while  the  EngH/h  with  the  fame  un- 
relenting Fury  attacked  them  by  Sea.  The  generality  of  Hi- 
ftorijns  very  fjlfly  afcribc  the  Misfortune  of  that  Republick  to 
the  ill  Conduct  of  their  famous  Pcufionary  John  de  fViite^  bc- 
caufehe  had  foroierly  drawn  \Yie  States  into  a  clofe  Canjund^i«in 
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frilb  f^umcti  Vut  fn  that  he  did  na  more  than  the  Circum* 
ibucesol  the  Timet  obliged  him  to  ;  and  if  his  M^afters  bad 
been  advifed  by  him,  and  begun  the  War  firft,  by  burning  the 
vaA  Msgaaiaea  which  the  French  King  had  raifed  at  NyySj  and 
•tber  Placea  in  che  Territories  of  G^manFtincc^y  which  it 
was  in  th^ir  Power  to  have  done,  all  the  Dilafters  that  after* 
wards  happened  had  been  prevented,  and  they  had  gained  Time 
Cftoou^  toi  hove  provided  for  their  own  Defence.  Ab  it  was, 
the  Mi0fbrtiiiie$  of  bis  Country  proved  fatal  to  that  great  Mi« 
)Hfler,  who  wa&  barbaroufly  lorn,  or  at  leaft  murderol  and  cut 
to  Pieces  by  the  Mob. 

The  FtfHch  Kinj^  puflied  on  his  Con^juefts  as  £ir  as  Utrecht^ 
in  which  City  he  nxed  his  head  Quarters  ;  but  the  Prince  of 
Or^nge^  who  was  then  very  young,  being  put  at  the  HeadoJP 
the  Army  of  the  Statts^  defended  iheir  DominloDs  To  well,  that 
their  Allies  had  Time  to  come  to  their  Relief,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  forced  tl'.e  King  to  make  Peace  with  tbemt 
which  fooA  altered  tb»  Face  of  AfFair». 

But  as  the  Emperor  amd  Spain  had  declared  in  favour  of  the 
Duict^  the  War  was  carried  into  their  Territories,  and  a 
ftreaf  many  Places  of  Confequence  were  taken,  feveral  Battles 
fought ;  and  the  War  had  Jailed  longer,  if  the  Parliament  o^ 
England  had  not  obliged  the  King  to  think  in  earneft  of  affift- 
jng  the  Dutch  i  this  induced  France  to  incline  to  Peace,  which 
was  negotiated  at  Nimegutn  under  the  Mediation  of  England  \ 
but  the  French  and  Dutch  clapping  up  a  feparate  Treaty  on  the 
joth  of  jfugu/l  1678,  the  Minifters  of  the  mediating  Power  re- 
fufed  to  fign  it. 

The  ftince  of  Orange  alfo  being  exceedingly  difpleafed  with 
-this  hafty  Proceeding,  fought  the  Battle  of  Mens^  in  hopes  of 
-fruilrating  the  Peace,  or  of  diflblving  it  in  cafe  it  was  figned  ; 
•but  the  French  were  too  wife  for  that,  and  fo  tlie  Allies  of  the 
JPtdch  were  forced  to  come  in  upon  fuch  Terms  as  they  had 
.ftipulated,  which  were  none  of  the  beft;  for  the  Town  and 
Territory  of  2^r«,th«  Town  and  Diftri<3  of  Meniny  the  Towns 
and  Dependencies  of  St^  Omer^  Aire^  Cambtayy  &c.  Dinant  in 
the  Biihoprick  of  Liege^  and  the  whole  Franche  CamtCy  were 
given  up  to  France^  as  was  alfo  the  Town  and  Citadel  of  /Vi- 
Jeurg,  andin£fFe6l,  the  whole  Duchy  of  Zrorr<7i;f. 

Thus  we  are  come  to  an  End  of  the  fecond  Period  ;  in 
which  the  Reader  will  perceive,  that  the  Power  of  France  was 
prodtgioufly  augmented,  and  thereby  the  Terror  of  its  Neigh- 
bours iuftly  increafed,  all  which  was  chiefly  owing  to  that  arbi- 
trary Government  which  Lewis  XIV.  had  introduced :  From 
whence  it  appears,  that  7  yranny  is  fcarce  a  greater  Misfortune 
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to  the  State  in  which  it  prevalb,  than  to  its  "No^botifs,  find 
confequenrly  a  T'vrant  is  not  only  an  Enemy  to  hU  xrwn  .Sirb* 
je£fcs,  but  alfo  to  Mankind  in  general.  We  need  not  thcre« 
tore  wonder,  that  henceforward  the  French  King  -was  ^entnd-* 
ly  dfftingui&ed  i>y  the  Name  of  the  Conmttn  Emmy^  boot  it  ii 
plain  he  merited  ibat  Appellation. 

The  Charader  of  Mr.  CMerty  fo  fiir  as  was  neceffiiry  m  « 
Work  of  this  kind,  has  been  already  given, 'bat  itisTequifite 
for  us  now  to  fpeak  of  that  of  hb  Rival  Mr.  €le  Lowois.  The 
former  had  eiven  the  King  that  Turn  which  pfoveddeftrodivc 
of  the  Fnncb  Liberty,  and  this  .perhaps  chiefly  to  fecore  *hit 
own  Power ;  for  he  eafil  v  forefaw,  that  if  the  Prmces  of  the 
Blood  and  the  great  Nobility  came  to  have  any  Bhare  tn  thcGo* 
vernment,  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  for'bioi 
to  preferve  himfelf;  and  thus  the  Interefis  of  a  whcUNatkti  were 
facrificed  to  thofe  of  zfmgle  Majn. 

The  latter  however  went  far  beyond  him  ;  he  was  Secretarf 
t>f  State  and  of  War,  and  had  great  Abilities  in  his  Office ;  hH^ 
as  thofe  Abilities  were  of  no  Ufe  in  Time  of  Peace,  he  detci^ 
mined  that  during  hi^  Life  there  (hould  be  no  fuch  Thing  \  and 
he  had  fo  much  rower  over  his  Mafter,  that  he  carried  hife 
Point.  And  thus  the.^iii  of  all  Europe  gave  way  to  Pfii 
Man 's  Convenience. 

The  Method  he  took  was  very  extraordinary.  Under  Pire^ 
tence  of  fettling  the  Limits  of  thofe  Countries,  which  (>y  the 
'  Treaty  of  Nimeguen  were  to  be  divided  between  the  Kings  off 
France  and  Spain^  the  former  laid  claim  to  whole  Provincett 
and  tore  away  no  fewer  than  forty  Villages  from  the  latter  at 
once.  Soon  after  Chambers  of  Reunion,  as  the^  were  called, 
were  fet  up  at  Metz  and  Brifac^  and  vaft  Countries  were  takea 
from  their  legal  Owners,  under  Pretence  that  they  were  depen- 
dent upon  Places  yielded  to  France  hy  the  Treaties  of  Munftgr 
and  Nimeguen, 

As  thefe  outrageous  Proceedings,  of  which  every  honeft  Man 
in  France  "Nza  afliamed,  were  carried  on  with  Succefs;  the  French 
boldly  feized  Strajbourg^  and  blocked  up  Luxembourg-^  which 
they  afterwards  befieged  and  took,  without  any  Declaration  of 
War,  as  well  as  without  any  Colour  of  Right.  The  Prince  of 
Orange  indeed  would  have  ftirred  to  prevent  this,  but  the  States 
were  afraid ;  and  the  Emperor  and  Empire  were  at  that  Time 
incapable  of  refifting  this  barefaced  Injuftice.  Spain  was  in  as 
low  a  Condition  -,  and  as  for  England^  it  was  at  this  Time  torn 
by  Factions,  and  the  Court  fo  clofely  united  to  thsLl  oi  France^ 
that  no  Good  could  be  expeded  from  it« 
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•  At  the  fame  time  that  Lovuois  facrifieed  the  Peace  ot 
Murcpe  to  his  own  Intereft  and  his  Mafler's  Ambition,  he 
from  the  fame  Principle,  and  to  gratify  the  King*s  Paffion 
lor  Building,  promoted  fuch  Expences,  as  made  Taxes  as 
licavy  in  Time  of  Peace  as  of  War.  The  Palace  of  Clagni 
was  built  to  gratify  Madame  de  Monte/pan^  Marly  for  the 
Pleafure  of  Madame  de  MatnUnon ;  but  thefe  were  Trifles  irl 
Comparifon  to  the  Palace  built  to  pleafe  the  King  himfelf,  wha 
delightcdvin  rendering  Defarts  beautiful,  and  in  having  Abun- 
dance of  Fountains  in  a  Place  to  which  Nature  had  denied 
Water. 

In  ibort,  inftead  of  the  Dignity  and  Magnificence  of  an  Eu^ 
rcpian  Prince,  Lewis  XIV.  afFefted  the  Pomp,  the  Luxury, 
the  devouringProfufion  of  an  Aftatick  Monarch ;  and  his  Grand 
Vizir  Louvois  took  care  to  accommodate  him  in  fuch  Manner, 
that  theExpence  of  hisPalace  and  his  HouQioId,  with  the  Troops 
conftantly  about  him,  were  alone  fufficient  to  impoverilh  his 
iCingdom*  And  thus  to  render  himfelf  fomewhat  mo^e  than  a 
King,  he  degraded  his  Subjeds  into  downright  Slaves  :  Such  was 
the  b^qfiedEcht  of  Lewis  the  Great,  and  fuch  the  realMeiiis 
of  his  fo  much  minified  Mini/ief  s  ! 

But  perhaps  the  worft  is  yet  to  come.  We  have  (hewn,  that 
dieConftable  Luynes  projeded  the  Fall  of  theProteftants,  which 
Sras  profecQted  by  RichelieUy  as  his  Scheme  was  followed  by 
Mazarin  ;  but  Louvois  out-did  them  all ;  for  he  projeded  and 
executed  the  deteftable  Defign  of  their  Extirpation,  which  was 
begun  by  dragooning  them  into  Apoftacy,  and  compleaced  by 
the  Revocation  of  the  ILdlA  of  Nantz,  on  the  2 2d  of  OSfober 
1684,  ^^  ^^^  ^P^'^  ^^^  fcandalous  Breach  of  Faith  that  was 
ever  committed. 

As  unjuft  and  inhuman  as  this  Adloh  was,  confidered  in 
the  Light  of  a  religious  Pcrfecution,  it  fell  every  way  fliort  of 
the  Imprudence  thereof,  when  confidered  In  the  Light  of  an 
A8l  of  State,  and  therefore  did  equal  Injury  to  its  Authors  in 
their  Chaia£lers,  as  Men  of  Rank  and  Confideration  in  the 
Court  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  and  as  Politicians  of  great 
Penetration,  and  Minifters  of  long  Experience  5  for  by  this 
means  there  were  eight  hundred  thoufand  Pcrfons  driven  out  of ' 
the  Kingdom,  and  forced  to  take  Shelter  in  foreign  Countries, 
which,  tho'  in  itfelf  a  prodigious  Weakening  to  the  State,  yet 
was  much  more  fo,  from  the  Temper  and  Employments  of  the 
Perfons  thus  expelled,  who  were,  for  the  moft  Part,  Mer- 
chants, Manufacturers,  or  Officers  of  a  middle  Rank  in  the 
Land  and  Sea  Service ;  and,  in  a  Word,  the  moft  indufirious 
and  ufcful  People  in  the  Kingdom. 
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We  may  cafily  conceive  from  hence,  that  the  TraJe  |nJl 
MaoufaAures  of  France  (uiFered  extremely ;  and  we  (hall 
have  a  clearer  Notion  of  the  Mifchiefs  flowing  from  this 
impolitick  Step,  when  we  are  tokl  that  thefe  People  carri^ 
out  of  the  Kingdom^  one  hundred  Millions  of  French  Livres^ 
or  five  Millions  Sterling  in  ready  Money,  Plate  and  Jewels^ 
Yet  grofs  and  apparent  as  this  Error  was,  fuch  was  theMean- 
nefs  and  Servility  of  the  French  Nation^  that  the  King  was 
complimented  upon  it,  as  on  the  moft  glorious  A£lioa  of  his 
Reign. 

The  Mi/)iflers  however  who  contributed  to  exalt  the  King^ 
in  Point  of  abfolute  Authority,  (b  much  above  his  PredeceC- 
fors,  were  far  from  enjoying,  without  Difquiet,  the  Power  they 
exercifed,  and  the  Wealth  they  bad  amafled.  C^liertf  the 
^bleft,  and^  to  do  him  Juftice,  the  befl  of  them,  was  fo  much 
chagrined  at  fome  illUfage  he  met  with  from  his  Mafter,  thai 
it  broke  his  Heart ;  and  when  a  Letter  from  the  King,  written 
in  a  Fit  of  ill-timed  Tendernefs,  was  brought  him  in  his  lafl. 
Moments,  he  refufed  to  read  it. 

By  his  Death  Louvois  expected  to  become  entirely  Mafter  ot 
tfie  Court,  but  he  was  miflaken  »  for  Madame  de  MainUnon^ 
who  from  the  Widow  of  the  Poet  Scarron^  and  the  Servant  of 
Madame  de  Montefpan^  was  become  the  Miftrefs,  and  by  a 
private  Marriage  the  Wife  of  the  King,  hated  him,  and  there- 
fore brought  into  Bufmefs  the  Marquis  de  Seignelaie^  the  Soa 
of  CMef-t,  a  young  Man  of  no  great  Abilities,  proud,  vain^ 
and  debauched,  who  had  the  Title  of  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  Affairs  of  the  Houihold  and  Marine  committed  to  hia 
Charge. 

He  had  Wit  enough  to  fee  that  his  Competitor  made  bim«' 
felf  necefTary  to  his  Mafter,  by  embroiling  him  with  his  Neigh- 
bours, and  gratifying  his  Paffion  for  Building;  he  therefore 
refoived  to  take  the  fame  Courfe,  and empUyedimmenfe Sums 
to  render  France  a  Maritime  Power  ;  and  that  this  might 
more  clearly  be  demonftrated  to  all  Europe^  he  engaged  the 
King  to  pick  a  Quarrel  with  the  State  of  Genoa^  which 
g^ve  this  Minifter  an  OpportMnity  of  going  in  Perfon  with 
a  Fleet,  which  threw  into  that  fine  City  ten  thoufand  Bombs, 
and  obliged  the  Republick  to  fend  her  Doge  to  alk  Pardon 
s|t  Ferfailles  oi  the  proud  Monarch,  that  conceived  himfelf  in- 
jured. Ey,  this  .Step  the  young  Minifter  raifed  his  Credit 
confiderably,  wt}ich  ({:>  torpnented  Louvch^  that  it  is  believed 
he  aft^rw^rds  caufed  him  to  be  poifoned,  though  he  did  not 
enjoy  above  a  Year  the  Satisfa(Slion  of  feeing  himfelf  without 
a  Rival, 
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In  1693,  he  was  more  fuccefsful ;  the  Duke  of  Luxn^hurg. 
gained  the  Battle  oiNerwinde^  and  feveral  t^laces  were  taken  in 
the  LoW'6omtries.  Marflial  Catinat  entirely  defeated  the  Duke 
of  Sav9j  ;  but  the  Fleets  of  the  Allies  were  vidorious,  and  in- 
/ulted  all  the  Sea-Coaft?  oi France. 

In  1694,  they  did  the  fame,  and  had  alfo  confiderable  Ad- 
irantages  in  the  Low-Countries.  In  1695,  Frar,ce  was  fo  ex- 
baufted,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  a  ge- 
neral Poll-Tax,  the  mod  grievous  Impofition  that  any  Country 
ever  endured  i  andyettheWar  went  on  very  indiflFerently 
ibr  him  ;  the  important  Fortreft  of  Namur  being  reduced  by 
King  fViliiam^  while  M^rihal  Filleroy  looked  on  with  a  fuperior 
Army. 

The  next  Year  was  not  more  fortunate  ;  a  Defign  formecj 
for  reftoring  King  yqmes  mifcarried.  France  was  reduced  to 
a£b  upon  the  Defeniive  in  the  Low  Countries^  and  at  the  fame 
time  increafed  her  Taxes  exceffively ;  fo  that  at  the  Clofe  of 
the  Year,  the  King  found  himfclf  under  an  abfoldte  Neceflity 
of  liftening  to  Peace,  his  Finances  being  entirely  exhaufted.  And 
accordingly  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at  Ryfwick^  on  the  20th  of 
September  1697,  whereby  he  gave  up  great  Part  of  his  Acquifi- 
tions,  which  was  a  plain  Indication  of  the  Senfe  the  King  had 
pf  his  own  Weaknefs,  which  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  great 
Faults  in  his  Government. 

His  old  Minifters  and  his  old  Generals  being  worn  out,  he 
fupplied  the  Places  of  the  former  by  young  Men,  whofe  only 
Mel'it  was  a  blind  Submiffion  to  his  Will ;  they  had  boundlefi 
Power  in  their  refpeSive  Departments ;  and  though  nothing  was 
more  vifible,  than  that  his  AfFairs  iufFeredexceedingly  for  want 
of  a  Perfon  capable  of  fuperintending  the  whole ;  yet  his  Va- 
nity was  fo  great,  that  tho'  he  plainly  faw  this,  he  could  not 
bear  the  Thoughts  oiF  appointing  a  Prime  Minifter. 

His  Grenerals  were  promoted  by  Court  Intrigues,  and  theFa- 
your  of  Madame  Maintenony  who  governed  hini  entirely.  His 
Naval  Force,  as  it  was  raifed  fuddenly,  fo  it  funk  as  unaccount* 
ably,  chiefly  for  want  of  Money  to  maintain  it;  his  Armies  were 
ruined,  his  Subjeds  exhaufted,  and  the  Credit  of  France  was 
entirely  fupported  by  the  Remembrance  of  that  Power  that  was 
now  in  a  great  Meafure  decayed.  Such  was  the  State  of  Things 
at  the  Clofe  of  this  Period. 

It  might  naturally  be  expe£bd,  that  confidering  the  Situation 
of  his  Affairs  after  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick^  Lewis  XIV.  fliould 
)iave  contrived  the  moft  effectual  Means  for  eaflnghis  Subje6ls, 
by  improving  his  Country,  and  Icflening  the  Expence  of  his 
Government  j  he  did  however  qi^ite  the  contrary^  he  kept  up  as 
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great  an  Army  in  the  Time  of  Peace,  as  wbiild  hare  been  nc^* 
ceflary  if  the  War  had  continued  ;  and  he  cmproyed  hi«  Troops 
in  forming  Camps  of  Pleafure,  for  thelnftruftion  of  his  Grand-' 
Children,  as  if  the  Art  Military   had  been   the   folc  Science 
worthy  of  a  Prince. 

By  thefe  Methods,  or  rather  Follies,  he  ruindd  the  C)fficefS, 
from  the  prodigious  Expence  they  were  put  to,  and  at  the  /amc 
time  alarmed  his  Neighbours,  who  could  not  conceive  tha'the 
had  no  other  Meaning  in  thefe  Incampmentsthan  to  wafte  Mo- 
ney, and  exhibit  gaudy  SpeSacles  to  pleafe  Boys.  It  js  without 
Queftion  a  deep  Stroke  in  Politicks,  to  lull  all  the  neighbouring 
States  into  a  profound  Security,  while  a  great  Defign  is  in  Con- 
trivance, which  might  be  eafily  difconcerte^  if  fufpeSed,  andf 
fo  bring  the  Difcovery  and  Decifion  to  the  World's  View  at  once.. 
But  wantonly  to  alarm,  and  out  of  pure  Vartity  to  keep  all  ff»-' 
r^(  in  3  Ferment,  was  the  moft  effeftual  Means  to  produce  an  ' 
Oppofition  greater  than  couW  otherwife  arife ;  and  accordinriy 
it  did  produce  a  Confederacy,  which  fufiiciehtly  chaftifed  that 
Imprudence  which  gave  Birth  to  it. 

King  ffllliamy  from  ^  fincere  Concern  for  the  Peace  oS 
Europe^  formed  a  Projeft  for  dividing  the  Spani/h  Dominions, 
to  which  the  Freruh  King  confented  5  and  this  firft  Treaty 
of  Partition  was  figned  U^ober  i,  1698,  at  the  Hague^  be- 
tween the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  France^  and  the  States^ 
General  \  whereby  it  was  agreed,  jhat  the  YAn^domoi Naples 
and  Sicffyy  the  Places  pofleifed  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Coaffi 
of  Tufcanjy  the  Marquifate  of  Finals  the  rrovince  of  Guipufcoa^ 
the  Towns  of  Fontarahia  and  St.  Sebajliany  with  Port  Fajfagey 
(hould  be  given  to  the  Dauphin  \  the  Duchy  of  Milan  to  the 
Emperor's  fecond  Son,  the  Archduke  Charles ;  and  all  thci 
reft  of  the  Bpanijh  Monarchy  to  the  Eleftoral  Prince  ojf 
Bavaria, 

In  a  few  Months  after,  this  young  Prince  died  at  Bruffils^  iti 
the  feventhYear  of  his  Age,  which  made  afccond  Treaty  of  Par- 
fitition  neceflary,  by  which  laft  Treaty,  Milan  was^dded  to  the 
Dauphih*s  Share,  upon  Condition  that  it  fhould  be  exchanged 
for  terrain^  and  the  whole  Spanijh  Monarchy  was  given  to  the 
Archduke  OAi^r/^x.  This  Treaty  was  figned  the  13th  of  A<! arch 
1699,  and  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  give  Satisfadion  to  nobody. 

The  Emperor  refufed  to  accept  it,  the  King  of  Spain  was 
extremely  offended  at  it,  and  the  Englijh  Nation  fell  upon  the 
King's  Miniftens,  though  they  knew  that  the  whole Tranfaftion 
arofe  from,  and  was  condu<fted  by  the  King  himfelf.  To  fay 
the  Truth,  it  was  a  Projedl  the  heft  calculated  for  fecuring  the 
Ballance  of  Power,  and  eftablifhiog  the  Quiet  of  Eur  ope  y  ih'^ 

T  a  t 


[  276  1 

tbe  Circomftanees  of  Things  would  admit ;  and  the  Clamour 
ag^inftit  was  as  illfoundedy  as  the  Oppofition  to  it  was  maiiage4 
vilh  ///  Manners. 

The  King  oiSpatn^  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  this  Treaty, 
and  the  difmembering  of  his  Dominions^  on  the  2d  of  O^iobev 
1700,  figned  a  Will,  by  which  he  called  to  the  Succeffion  of 
the  whole  Spanifl)  Monarchy,  Philip  Duke  of  Anjou^  fecond 
Son  to  the  Dauphin^  after  him  his  younger  Brother  the  Duke  of 
Berryy  next  the  Archduke  Charles^  and  then  tbe  Duke  of  £d- 
ttfjr,  and  died  about  a  Month  after.  It  was  a  great  Queftion  at 
the  Court  oi  France y  whether  the  WilJ  fliould  be  accepted,  or 
whether  his  Majefty  fhould  adhere  to  the  laft  Tie?ity  of  Parti- 
tion ;  but  at  length  a  Refolution  was  taken  to  accept  the  Will, 
and  die  Duke  of  ytnjou  was  declared  King  of  Spain^  by  the 
Kaipe  of  Philip  V.  in  which  it  has  been  thought  by  fome  who 
ta|f:e  the  Liberty  of  cenfuring  even  Kings,  Lewis  aIV.  forgot 
bb  Duty  as  tbe  Parent  of  his  People,  to  follow  his  r\^tura!  Af- 
fiodion  as  the  Father  of  his  Family. 

King  William  and  the  States  difiembled  at  firft,  by  acknow- 
ledging and  coppiitnenting  King  Philip ;  but  this  feems  to 
have  been  owing  to  the  Nature  of  the  Governn^ent  in  both 
Countries,  which  made  it  neceiTary  to  be  fecure  of  the  Sen- 
timent9  of  the  People,  before  their  Rulers  openly  declared  their 
own  ;  and  to  fpeak  my  private  Opinion  freely,  I  believe  this 
Condud  in  their  refpedive  Governments,  had  no  fmall  Share 
ill  bringing  ih^EngliJh  and  Dutch  Nations  to  declare  fo  warmly 
as  they  did  for  a  War  with  France^  into  which  their  Gover- 
nors very  readily  came,  upon  a  Suppofition  that  they  fhould 
be  fuppprted  therein  with  the  fame  Unanimity  ^nd  Spirit,  by 
which  they  were  excited  thereto  ;  and   for  fome   time   they 

Sere  not  difappointed.  Thus  the  Reader  fees  in  a  very  narrow 
ompafs,  the  true  Grounds  of  that  general  War,  which  ha<} 
fo  great  an  EiFed  on  the  Ai&ir;  of  Europe^  and  which  are 
fo  neceiTary  to  be  thoroughly  underftood  at  prefent,  in  or* 
der  to  form  a  right  Judgment  of  what  we  ought  to  hope  or 
fear. 

The  World  feems  to  be  fp  univcrfally  perfuaded  of  the 
ereat  Wifdom  and  Policy  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  laying  his 
Schemes  for  fecuring  the  Crown  of  iSpain  to  his  Family,  that 
it  will  be  a  very  difficult  Thing  to  perfi^ade  them,  that  this 
Notion  is  ill-founded ;  but  the  Truth  will  appear,  from  an 
impartial  Confideration  of  Fadts,  which  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
lay  together  in  the  fuccinSeft  Method  poffible  ;  it  being  not 
fiit\ct  agreeable  to  my  Purpofe  or  Intention^  to  enter  into  ^ 
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Ipatticular  Detail  of  the  War,  which  is  too  well  known  to  need 
any  fuch  Account. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Meafures  taken  by  the 
French  King  for  putting  his  Grandfon  into  immediate  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  exteniive  Dominions  of  the  Spanijb  Monarchy, 
were  well  concerted  and  thoroughly  executed.  The  Mar- 
quis de  Fillarsy  the  French  Ambaflador  at  Madrid^  had  gained 
the'Hearts  of  the  Spanijh  Grandees  ;  the  Prince  of  Faudemont, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Governors  of  the  Provinces  in  Itafy^ 
were  fecured  ;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  having  married  one 
Daughter  to  the  Heir  Apparent  of  Frame,  and  another  to  the 
new  King  o(  Spain,  could  not  avoid  taking  the  fame  Side  ^ 
as  for  the  Low- Countries,  they  were  delivered  up  by  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria,  who  had  formed  a  ftrong  Party  forthe/r^^i&r 
in  Germany^ 

But  ftill  the  Mifchiefs  remained  that  have  been  before  men- 
tioned ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Miniftry 
were  in  the  Hands  of  young  Men  of  very  mean  Abilities ;  and 
the  Dire&ion  of  the  whole  was  in  an  old  Lady,  oppofed  and 
hated  by  the  whole  Royal  Family,  the  King  excepted.  He  had 
few  General  Officers  of  great  Capacity,  and  thofe  he  had  were 
Aot  employed,  and  if  employed,  not  trufted.  His  Marine  was 
in  a  bad  Condition,  his  Finances  in  a  worfe,  and  nothing  but 
his  abfolute  Power  of  taking  every  Shilling  of  Ready-Mon^ 
from  his  Subje£b,  by  altering  the  Value  of  his  Coin,  whicn 
he  pradifed  over  and  over  with  as  little  Ceremony  as  Coo;- 
fcience,  could  have  enabled  him  to  find  wherewithal  to  defray 
thofe  Expences ;  for  which  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  run  in 
Debt ;  and  through,  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War  he  defrayed 
Xio  other. 

As  foon  as  the  Grand  Confederacy  was  formed,  he  fawmany 
Couits  a£t  a  very  different  Part  from  what  he  expcAed*  Af 
for  Inftance,  Sweden  entered  into  a  Neutrality,  Denmark  and 
Pruffia  aded  againft  him,  nor  was  it  lone  before  his  moft  ufeful 
and  neceflfary  Allies,  fuch  as  the  King  oi Portugal  and  the  l^ke 
of  Savoy  deferted  him,  and  all  his  Schemes  were  broken. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  by  the  ViApry  of  Blenheim^ 
reftored  the  Affairs  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  ;  he  was  fo 
diftreffed  in  Italy,  that  he  was  glad  to  evacuate  it  to  fave 
Spain,  and  even  there  hb  Grandfon  was  more  than  once  drivea 
from  his  Capital.  In  the  Low-Countries,  his  Armies  were 
continually  beaten,  all  his  ftrong  Fortreffes  taken,  and  among 
the  reft  Lijle,  the  moft  valuable  Place  in  his  Dominions,  after 
Paris,  which,  will  Poftei  ity  believe  it!  he  once  bad  Thoughts 
•f  quitting. 
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On  the  whole,  afj^r  carrying  on  the  War  for  fcyen  Yearr^ 
he  found  his  Affairs  in  fo  bad  a  Situation,  that  he  would  very 
dbdiy  have  accepted  the  Treaty  of  Partition,  or  even  woiie 
Ternis^  if  the  Allies  would  have  confented  to  them  ;  but  sM 
his  O^rs  being  rejeded,  the  Defpair  of  his  Subjeds  did  more 
(ot  him  than  He  was  able  to  do  at  iirft  with  all  hia  Policy  and 
Power ;  and  yet  it  is  very  queftionable  whether  the  Crown  of 
Spain  wouid  ever  have  been  left  to  his  Grandfon,  if  theDeath  oi  . 
(be  Emperor  j^i>^  had  not  rendered  it  a*  Thing  difficult  for 
i^t  Allies  to  know  where  to  beftow  it  better. 

This  produced  the  Peace  of  Utrecht^  in  which  aH  that  was 
either  good  ox  tolerable  was  copied  from  the  two  Treaties  of 
PartitionV  It  wasfigned  in  March  1712-13;  and  if  the  Allies 
i^ad  Seen  unanimous  in'  making  it,  might  have  been  much 
better  than  it  vfzs ;  but  the  Emperor  perfifting  in  his  Refufal,- 
the  War  was  ftill  carried  on  agalnft  him,  and  did  not  end  till- 
Ac  Year  afterwards,  by  the  figning  of  the  Peace  of  Baden^  on; 
lhc7thofy«ff^  17 14. 

Thus  end^d  thisPeriod^  when  France  was  reduced  far  lower 
^n  {he  had  ever  been  ;  for  not  only  her  Armies  were  broken^* 
her  Fleets  entirely  ruined,  and  a  great  part  of  her  former  Con- 

?uefts  yielded  to  other  Powers ;  but  what  was  much  worfe,  the 
eople  were  fallen  into  the  moft  abject  Degree  of  Mifery,  the. 
Credit  of  the  Crown  was  funk,  the  Succeffion  depended  upon 
tjie  Life  of  aTickly  Infant,  the  reigning  Monarch  was  very 
inlirfp,  and  the  Court  divided  into  P*a£lions  :  So  that  if 
Zewts  XIV.  had  the  Satisfad'bn  of  beholding  the  Rife  and' 
Jlrogiefs  of  the  Gallic  Power,,  he  had  alfo  the  Mortification 
of  feeing  it  decline^  and  was  very,  very,  near  looking  upon 
its  Ruin. 

The  Carc$  of  Lewis  XW,  after  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace,;  were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  been  the  Cares  of  his 
wliolc  Life;  for  they  were  bent  to  fe  cure  the  Succeffion  of 
the  Roj^alFamily,  and  to  reftore  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of 
his  Subjects  j  as  to  both  which  he  appeared  now  very  follici- 
toiisj  nor  did  he  make  any  Scruple  of  confeiling^that  Experience 
hart  convince4  him  of  the  Error  of  his  former  Conduft,  and  the 
Follies  of* wfjich  he  had  been  guilty,  in  prefernng  his  own; 
Grandeur'  to  the  Good  of  his  People,  and  the  Lufire  of  his 
Reign  to  the  Safety  of  the  State. 

*  tic  gave  all  the  Affiftance  that  was  requifite  to  his  Grandfon. 
Pkillp.  fur  extinguifhing  the  Remains  of  the  5/<?;i/yA  War,  by. 
the  Reduflipn  qi  Catalonia;  he  gave  Satisfa£iion  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain^  in  reference  to  the  Ports  of  Dunkirk  and 
Mard^Kc^l  and' he  executed  very  punclualJy  whatever  de- 
'   ^  •  pended 
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pended  upon  him  in  relation  to  the  Dutch^  from  the  Hopes  of. 
leaving  /r/7w/ without  any  Apprehenfions  from  her  Neighbours 
at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe.  He  was  very  attentive  alfotowhat 
bethought  might  contribute  to  the  domeftick  Quiet  of  his  Sub* 
je(9s,  as  well  as  to  the  £flabli(hment  of  his  illegitimate  OiF* 
fpring. 

In  regard  to  the  former,  he  conftituteJ  by  his  Will  a  Council 
t)f  Regency,  on  purpofe  to  exclude  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  his 
Nephew,  whofe  Fidelity  he  fufpecfted,  and  of  whofe  Ambition 
he  Was  afriid  »  and  he  caufed  this  Will  of  his  to  be  depofited 
with  the  Parliament  of  Parisy  who  gave  it  the  Sandion  of  that 
Very  fmall  Authority  which  he  had  left  them.  He  likewife 
taufed  an  £di£l  to  be  rcgiftered,  whereby  he  declared  hh 
iSons,the  Duke  of  Maine  and  Count  Thoulouje^  Legitimate,  and 
capable  of  fucceeding  to  the'  Crown  after  thofe  legally  entitled 
thereto  :  And  having  thus  put  both  his  publick  and  private  Af<* 
fairs  into  Order,  he  did  not  feem  much  furprized  at  the  Ap- 
proach or  Death. 

In  his  laft  Moments  he  behaved  like  a  Chriftian  and  a  King  ; 
like  ia  Chriftian  in  bewailing  his  Vices,  and  the  bad  Confe- 
iquences  with  which  they  Had  been  attended  ;  like  a  King,  in 
advifmg  his  bucceflbr  publickly  to  beware  of  following  his  Ex- 
ample, to  ftudy  Peace,  and  to  be  truly  the  Parent  of  his  People. 
In  this  Difpofition  of  Mind,  after  enduring  the  fharpeft  Agonies 
in  his  Body,  he  expired  September  i,  1715,  N.S.in  theferenty* 
fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  when  he  wanted  four  Days  of 
being  feventy-feven  Years  of  Age. 

He  was  ftiled  L€Wis  the  Great,  with  what  Reafon  the 
Reader  has  feen.  He  was,  tho'  unlearned,  a  great  Encourager 
ahd  Protedlor  of  Learning,  and  more  fo  of  Flattery.  He  was 
no  great  Soldier,  and  yet  loved  War.  His  Courage  was  not  very 
xrlear,  but  he  had  great  Firmnefs  of  Mind.  In  Profperity  he  was 
baughtv,  but  not  abjedl  in  Adverfity.  He  was  jealous  of  his 
eldeft  bon,  but  afFedionate  to  his  Family  j  he  was  a  very  faithful 
Friend,  and  a  very  kind  Matter.  His  Amours  were  numerous 
and  fcandalous  ;  his  Behaviour  to  his  Queen  civil,  without 
Tendernefs  ;  to  his  Mother  refpedful,  without  Affe&ion;  to  his 
Brother  fufpicious,  but  not  indecent 

Asa  King,  he  was  ambitious  v^ith  rerpe£t  to  his  Neighbours, 
arbitrary  toward  his  Subje£b,  and  boundlefs  in  both.  With 
regard  to  the  former  he  had  no  Tie  but  Intereft  ;  in  reference 
to  the  latter,  no  Law  but  his  Will.  He  intirely  fubverted 
the  Conftitution  of  his  Country.  He  left  the  Princes  of  his 
Blood  without  Power,  and  his  Parliaments  without  Autho- 
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tity.  The  Force  of  his  Kingdom  he  reduced  to  a  Standing* 
Army  ;  the  Property  of  his  Subjet^  he  rendered  precarious^i 
and  every  Rank  of  them  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Will  of 
his  SuccefTor. 

In  fine,  he  wa9  a  Rebel  to  the  Court,  and  at  the  htr^  Time 
a  Slave  to  the  Church  of  Rome  j  he  had  a  Paffion  for  Glory, 
with  fcarce  any  Tindure  of  Viitue  ;  and  with  all  the  Vicea 
and  Weaknefs  of  a  Man,  had  ^  the  Vanity  to  ftile  and  think 
himfelf  immortai.  Such  was  the  Chara£ler  of  Lewis  XI V» 
when  painted  by  the  Pencil  of  Truth,  how  different  foevcr 
it  may  be  from  the  Pidures  drawn  of  him  by  Foes  or  Flat- 
terers. 

This  Prince  married  Maria  Therefa  Daughter  oi  Philip  IV. 
TSM%oiSpainy  Anno  ibbOy  by  whom  he  had  Ifllie  only  one 
Son  that  lived,  viv^  Lewis  Dauphin  of  France^  who  married 
Mary^Anne^ChriJiiana^  Sifter  to  the  Duke  of  jfftfvtfr/fl,  by 
whom  he  had  liiue  three  Sons,  vi%^  I.  Lewis  Duke  of  Bur^ 
gundy  %  born  Anno  1682.  II.  Philip  Duke  of  Anjou^  King  of 
Spain^  born  Anno  ibS'^.  III.  Gajlon  Duke  of  Berry ^  born  in' 
1684,  whp  died  without  IfTue.  Lewis  the  Dauphin  died  Anno, 
1711,  whereupon  Lewis  Duke  of  Burgundy  his  eldeft  Son  fuc- 
,  ceeded  to  the  Title  of  Dauphin. 
.  This  Prince  married  Mary  Adelaide^  eldeft  Daughter  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoyy  afterwards  King  of  Sardinia^  Anno  1698,  and 
died  17 12,  leavine  liTue  of  his  Marriage  three  Sons,  of  which 
the  two  eldeft,  ftiled  Dwkts  of  Britany  fucceflivtly,  died  foon 
after  him  in  their  Infancy ;  but  Lewis  his  third  Son,  bora 
Anno  1710,  furvivcd  them  all,  and  fits  at  prefent  on  the  Throne 
of  his  Great  Grandfather. 

His  natural  Children  by  M^adame  dc  le  FaJiere,  was  Mary 
Anne  de  Bourbon^  born  in  1666,  and  married  in  1680  to 
Lewis  of  Bourbon^  Prince  of  Conti^  who  died  witliout  liTue  by 
her. 

By  Madame  de  Monte/pan^  I.  Lewis  Augujlus  de  Bourbon^ 
Duke  of  ilt/tft;/!,  born  in  1670,  who  by  his  Wife  Louifa^ 
Daughter  to  the  Prince  of  Condcy  had  a  Daughter  called  Mar 
damoifelle  d*  AumaUy  born  in  1697,  and  two  Sons  j  Lewis 
Auguftus  Prince  of  Dombesy  born  in  1700 ;  Lewis  Charlei 
Count  of  £«,  born  i70i.  IL  Louifa  Frances  de  Bourb^n^ 
ftiled  Madamoifelie  de  Nantes,  born  in  1673,  and  married  to 
Lewis  Duke  of  Bourbon  1685  ;  whofe  Children  were,.  Mar 
damoifelle  de  Bourbony  born  1 690  5  Lewis  Duke  of  Enguien, 
bom  16^2  J  iLdiM^  Madamoifelie  i/<  Charolotsy  born  1693; 
and  Lcui/a  Anno,  called  Madamoifelie  Sensy  born  in  1695. 
»  III,  Lewis  Alexander  doBourbon^  Count  of  TbouUufey  born  1678, 
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late  Adniinl  of  Franuy  vhofe  Son^'  the  Duke  ie  Penfbimrel 
now  enjoys  that  high  Office.  IV.  Francis  Mary  de  Boitrkn^ 
filled  MaaemoifeUe  di  BUisy  born  1681. 

His  Majefty's  only  legitimate  Brother  was  PbiSp  Doke  6f 
Orleans^  firft  married  to  Henrietta  Maria^  Daughter  to  CharkiL 
Kingof  England^  by  whom  he  had  one  Daughter,  married  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  He  afterwards  e^ufed  Charbtta  Elizabeth^ 
Daughter  to  Cbarks  Lewis  Elector  Palatine^  by  whom  he  had , 
IfTue,  PhilipDul/x of  Cbartresy  late  Duke  of  Orleans f  and  Re« 
gent  of  France^  who  married  Frances  Mary  de  Bourbcn,  ftiled 
Madamoifelle  de  Bloisj  by  whom  he  had  the  prefent  Duke 
of  Orleans^  Leivis  de  Bourbon^  who  hj  Augufta  Maria^  Daugh-* 
ler  of  Prince  Lesms  ofBadeny  has  Ifhie,  Lewis  Philip^  Duke  of 
Cbartresy  born  1 725$  and  married  to  Ltmifa-Henrietta  of  Beurbw 
Centi. 

The  Care  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Great  Monarch  Lems 
XIV.  for  the  Security  of  his  Infant  SucceiTor,  and  his  Subjefb^ 
was  juft  as  inefFe&ual  as  the  Pains  taken  by  Lewis  XIU.  in 
fettling  the  Regency  at  the  Beginning  of  his  own  Reign,  that 
U  to  iay,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  a&ed  now  the  very  (ame  Part  that 
the  Queen-Mother  aded  thei^  and  by  careffing  the  Parliament^ 
for  a  Moment,  and  giving  thepi  Hopes  of  feeing  their  Authority 
reftored,  procured  their  Affifliance  to  the  iingle  h&,  that  could 
enable  him  to  operate  upon  their  Power  at  all. 

This  Point  once  managed,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans  being 
declared  fole  Regent  during  the  Minority  of  Lexvis  XV.  the  Go- 
vernment was  compleatly  reftored,  fmce  the  Regent  governed 
from  that  Day  as  abfolutely  as  ever  the  late  King  had  done.  He 
began  his  Adminiftration,  as  all  able  Princes  do,  with  A^  of 
Lenity  and  Mildnels,  and  with  a  great  Appearance  of  Zead 
for  the  publick  Good. 

His  rian  for  foreign  Aflfairs  was  the  beft  laid,  and  beft  con* 
du£ted,  that  the  French  had  ever  feen  ;  it  is  indeed  probable,  that 
be  was  principally  moved  thereto  b^  the  Confideration  of  his 
particular  Intereft ;  but  whatever  his  Motive  was,  his  Con« 
iiud  was  right.  He  fteddily  adhered  to  the  laft  Treaty  of 
Peace,  and  he  (hew'd  a  Willingnefs  to  contribute  as  far  as  could 
be  ddired,  to  fixing  a  true  Ballance  of  Power. 

He  was  fo  far  from  difiembling,  that  he  laid  open  to  all  the^ 
World  the  miferable  State  that  France  was  in ;  and  certainly  in 
this  he  aded  like  a  great  Politician  ^  for  on  the  one  hand,  it 
juilified  his  Meafures  at  home,  and  on  the  other^  it  gained  him 
Credit  abroad  \  for  by  delivering  her  Neighbours  from  the  Fear 
€if  Francey  be  brought  theia  to  confide  in  his  Promifes^  and 
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he  made  n(e  of  this  Confidence  to  re^e^blifh  b'er  Affairs  upon  z 
folid  Foundation. 

In  refped  to  domeftick  Concerns  he  a£ted  with  ihe  fame 
prudence  and  Moderation.  H^  ere£^ed  feveral  Councib  agree- 
9kbie  to  the  late  King's  Will,  forefeeing  the  Corifufion  this 
Ivould  create,  and  the  fair  Opportunity  it  would  give  him  of 
fuppreffing  them  ;  and  he  reftored  to  the  Parliament  their  an* 
Cient  Lib^ty  of  debating  upon  A^  of  State,  before  they  gave 
,  them  the  San&ion  of  their  Authority.  They  were  all  very 
proper  as  well  as  popular  Steps ;  they  ferved  to  fettle  his  Au- 
thority, and  to  enable  him  to  make  life  of  it  afterwards  as  he 
thought  moft  convenient. 

He  had  his  Views,  as  all  other  Princes  have  ;  and  he  fliewec) 
bimfelf  a  great  Prince,  by  taking  the  Precautions  neceflary  to 
fix  his  Power,  before  he  made  his  Schemes  evident^  from  his 
Endeavours  to  accomplifii  them.  In  this  Indeed  lay  his  Strength^ 
he  knew  perfedly  how  to  conceal  his  Dcfigns  under  fpecious 
Pretences,  to  give  thefe  Pretences  the  highcft  Colourings  pof- 
fible,  and  never  to  bring  his  real  Intentions  into  publick  View> 
^rlier  than  he  was  fccure  of  trampling  upon  ail  Oppofition. 

When  he  had  thus  fettled  Peace  abroad,  and  his  Autho* 
iity  at  home,  he  liftened  to  the  Cries  of  the  People^  and  cfta* 
bliflied  a  new  Court  of  Judicature,  for  calling  to  an  Account 
fuch  as  had  the  Management  of  the  publick  Revenue  in  the 
former  Reign,  and  were  almoft  the  only  People  in  the  King- 
dom that  enjoyed  affluent  Fortunes  under  the  prefent.  The 
Pretence  was  fpecious  ;  and  tho'  this  £nquiry  might  be  con- 
dueled  with  a  Severity  that  bordcr'd  upon  Injuftice,  yet  i^ 
mnfwered  the  Piirpofe  of  the  Court,  and  did  not  give  general 
Oflence. 

He  would  have  had  recourfe  to  healing  Meafures  in  theChurch, 
but  in  that  refped  his  good  Defigns  were  defeated  ;  and j  as 
is  but  too  frequent,  thofe  who  by  their  Profeffion  are  of  all 
Others  moft  bound  to  promote  Peace,  were  thofe  who  by  the 
Authority  that  Profeffion  gave  them,  hindered  it  the  moft. 

The  Regent  faw  and  underftood  perfcAly  the  many  mif- 
chievQUS  Confequences  that  flov^ed  from  the  frequent  Varia- 
tions that  had  been  made  in  the  Value  of  the  Coin  during 
the  laft  Reign  ;  but  what  he  moft  regretted  was,  that  the 
People  underftood  thofe  fo  well,  that  it  was  impoffible^  aS 
Things  ftood,  for  any  Ufe  to  be  m^de  of  this  Expedient  under 
bis  Adinintftration. 

To  Qorreift  this  Evil,  and  more  efpccially  to  fet  his  own 
Hands  at  Liberty )  on  the  iix)x  oiOflobtr  17 15,  he  puHifhcd' 
M  £di<^.  in  which  he  fct  in  a  very  clear   Light  the  principal 
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Ificoavemenctes  that  followed  this  Praftice,  as  wdl  as  the  Ad« 
vanUges  that  muft  neccflarily  attend  the  remedyine  this  £vil» 
and  fixing  the  Coin  on  an  equitable  and  immoveableFoundationy 
of  which  this  Edidt  gave  Hopes,  by  declaring  that  the  Piftoleor 
Lewis  d'Or  fhould  for  ever  remain  of  the  Value  of  fourteen 
Livres,  at  which  it  was  then :  But  ao  fooner  had  this  £did 
produced  its  £ffe&,  than  the  Regeift  iflued  another,  by  whick 
the  Subje£b  were  required  to  pay  their  Money  into  the  MinC 
at  the  Kate  of  fixteen  Livres  for  a  Lewis  d'Or^  which  were 
tflfued  out  at  the  Rate  of  twenty* 

I  mention  this  Inftance  out  of  many,  for  twoReafons ;  ther 
firft  is,  that  I  may  afford  the  Reader  a  View  of  tbeDiftrefs  of 
AtFremb  Government,  and  theHardfhips  it  was  obliged  to 
impofe  upon  its  Subjeds ;  and  fecondly,  to  give  a  Specimen  of 
the  Regent's  Policy,  which  was  of  the  fame  Scamp  throughout  > 
that  is  to  fay,  he  made  no  Scruple  of  profeffing  any  thing  that 
might  ferve  bis  Purpofe,  and  ading  with  refpea  to  thofe  Pro- 
fefiions,  as  if  he  had  never  made  them.  But  this  was  only  with  re-^ 
gard  to  Tranfadions  at  Home ;  with  reference  to  Foreiga 
Princes,  he  was  cautious  how  he  entered  into  Engagements^ 
but  was  afterwards  punflual  in  performing  them. 

It  is  impoffible,  ftridly  fpeaking,  to  juftify  fuch  aCondu&as^ 
the  Regent  purfued  }  but  one  may  have  leave  to  fay  in  his 
Excufe,  that  he  found  the  Government  and  Nation  in  a  moftf 
ruinous  Condition,  with  a  Debt  almoft  beyond  Belief,  fince  fome 
have  calculated  it  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  Million  Sterling, 
and  this  notwithftanding  fome  conftderable  Spunges  that  hw 
fbeen  made  in  the  preceding  Reign. 

He  faw  that  while  the  Government  was  in  this  Condition^ 
it  could  not  either  a£l  for  its  own  Security,  or  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Nation,  but  muft  be  obliged  from  time  to  time  to  hy 
heavy  Burdens  upon  the  Whole,  in  order  to  gi^e  fome  Satif- 
fa&ion  to  that  Part  of  the  People  who  were  become  Creditors* 
to  the  Publick.  This  it  was  that  induced  him  to  liften  to  a- 
F10JC&  of  Mx.Jdbn  LaWj  a  Native  oiScotlani^  and  a  Man  of  ar 
peculiar  Caft  otMind,  who  knew  how  to  apply  thofe  Schemes  of 
Calculation,  which  hitherto  had  ferved  only  private  and  paultry 
Purpofesy  to  the  great  AiFairs  of  a  Nation,  and  the  extricating^' 
a  Government  from  fuch  Difficulties  as  that  of  Ff ana  was  tbeft>'' 
under» 

The  Patron  and  ProjeAor  were  as  Well  fuited  to  each 
other  as  could  be  conceived.  The  Regent,  had  he  been  in  a* 
private  Station,  would  probably  have  been  the  Contriver  of 
this  Scheme ;  the  Projector,  bad  he  been  vefted  with  the 
Regent's  Power^  Would  have  bad  Courage  enough  to  have 
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Executed  in  its  uttnoft  Extent.  The  Colour  that  was  givcfl 
to  this  Affair  was  the  ereding  a  new  Company  for  carrying  on  a 
Gortirticrce  at  Loutfeana^  or  the  River  MiJJiJJipi  j  but  the  true 
Defign  was  to  pay  the  Debts  of  the  jFr^wA  Government  without 
Money,  or  with  other  .People's  Money. 

I  mean  by  othef  People's  Money,  the  Money  of  Foreigners  ; 
and  this  Affair  was  managed  with  fuch  Addrefs,  that  in  the 
Year  17 19  the  new  Company  offered  to  lend  the  Govern- 
ment fifteen  hundred  Millions  of  Livres.  In  tfte  mean  time 
however  the  Regent  had  been  obliged  to  praftife  fo  man^ 
Methods  of  raifmg  and  falling  Money,  of  flopping  the  Cur- 
rency of  Cafh,  forcingof  Currency  for  Notes,  and  conftraining 
fuch  as  had  any  Gold  or  Silver  to  part  with  it,  whether 
they  would  or  not;  that  he  was  obliged  to  ft  op  Ihort  m  the 
Execution  of  Mr.  Lavf^  Scheme,  and  to  drive  him  out  of  the 
Kingdom. 

\^t,  after  all  this,  and  notwithflanding  the  Diflurbance^ 
Clamour,  and  Confuiion,  which  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Bank,  the 
InSa  Cpmpanyy  and  other  Expedients  Mr.  Law  fuggefled^ 
produced,  the  Government  was  a  great  Gainer  upon  the  Whole, 
and  a  very  large  Proportion  of  the  Debt  was,  if  not  paid,  at 
Icafl  refolved  into  Wafte  Paper.  It  was  certainly  an  iniqui- 
tioBs  Scheme  in  its  Nature,  and  fuch  a  one  as  no  Man  of  Pro-- 
bity  would  have  formed,  or  could  have  executed ;  but  notwith- 
landing  all  this,  when  executed,  it  was  as  certainly  attended 
with  fome  good  Effe6b. 
'  While  the  Regent  was  thus  flniggling  to  free  the  Govern- 
jsient  of  France  from  the  Difficulties  it  was  under,  occafioned 
chiefly  by  the  long  War  carried  on  to  place  Philip  V.  on  the 
Throne  of  5f<7r«,  that  Prince  conmiitted  his  Affairs  to  an  en- 
terprizing  Minifler,  the  famous  Cardinal  Alberoniy  who  died 
lately;  and  who,  inflead  of  fubmitting,  as  former  Miniflers 
bad  done,  to  the  Meafures  prefcribed  by  France^  flruck  out  a 
Plan  of  his  own,  which  he  would  have  obliged  the  Regent  to 
fcdlow  'y  and  which  confifled  in  recovering  all  the  Provinces  that 
had  been  difmembered  from  the  5^;fi]^  Monarchy  by  the  late 
Treaties  of  Peace. 

The  Regent  declared  that  he  looked  upon  this  as  contrary 
to  Juflicej  but  it  is  certain  that  he  confidered  it  as  not  at 
all  confiflent  with  his  Interefl ;  and  therefore,  inflead  of  pro-' 
moting,  he  oppofed  it,  agreeable  to  the  Engagements  he  was 
under  to  the  Imperial  and  Britijh  Courts.  The  Spanijh  Court, 
or  rather  the  ^^/r^z//^  Minifler,  took  this  fo  ill,  that  he  refolved 
to  form  a  Party  in  France^  and  even  to  fccure  the  Perfon  of 
the  Duke  Regents   ^cl  as  wild  and  extravagant  as  this  Plot 
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latght  feem,  the  Prince  de  Celkmarey  then  tfte  Spantj/h  AmbaP 
fador  at  the  Court  of  France^  took  his  Meafures  fo  well,  that  he 
ivas  very  near  carrying  it  into  Executioki ;  it  was  however  very 
criticaUy  difcovered,  that  Minifter  arrefted  and  fent  out  of 
France^  fome  Gentlemen  of  Bretagne  who  were  deepeft  in  this 
Scheme  loft  their  Lives,  and  very  foon  after  an  open  War  broke 
out  between  the  two  Nations. 

But  as  Spain  could  not  fuftain  herfelf  without  theAffiftance 
of  France^  much  lefs  againft  the  Power  of  that  Monarch,  ioin'd 
with  the  reft  of  her  Opponents,  Cardinal  yilberoni  was  onliged 
to  give  way,  the  Crown  of  Spain  acceded  to  the  Quadruplo 
Alliance ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  young  King  of  France 
ihould  marry  the  Infanta  of  Spain  ;  and  that  the  Prince  of  jf/iu-- 
rias  fhould  marry  one  of  the  Regent's  Daughters,  and  Don 
Carlos  the  other. 

All  Things  being  thus  fettled,  and  the  Peace  of  Europe  for 
the  prefent  reftored,  the  Regent's  Affairs  wore  a  much  better 
Afpeft  than  they  had  done,  and  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  few' 
with  Surprize,  but  without  Jealoufy,  France  daily  recovering 
its  Luftre.  This  is  a  Proof  that  the  Regent's  Conduft  wa» 
agreeable  to  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom  he  governed  ;  and 
that  he  much  better  underftood  the  Art  of  making  France  truly 
formidable,  than  thofe  who  aiFe£b  at  every  Turn  to  make  her 
appear  fo.  But  to  purfue  the  Thread  of  our  Narration,  and 
leave  thefe  Political  Points  to  the  Confideralion  and  Decifion  of 
the  judicious  Reader. 

In  1722,  the  Regent  caufed  his  Majefly  to  be  crowned  at 
Rheims^  and  in  the  Beginning  of  the  following  Year,  he  was 
declared  of  full  Age  in  Parliament.  The  Regent  knew  well  of 
what  Confcquence  it  was  to  preferve  Forms,  though  he  never 
meant  by  taking  thefe  Steps  to  relinquifli  his  own  Authority. 
By  his  Advice  therefore,  his  own  Creature  and  Favourite,  Car- 
dinal Du  Bois,  was  declared  Prime  Minifter,  but  did  nothing 
hut  by  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Direction ;  fo  that  the  Duke  had 
ftill  the  intire  Adminiftration  of  the  publick  Affairs  of  the  Na-r 
tion  without  any  Title  or  Office  whatever. 

He  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  this  Situation  of  Thinjrr, 
but  in  the  Month  of  Auguji  following  his  Promotion  tlie 
Cardinal  died ;  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  too  prudent  to  truft 
any  other  Perfon  with  the  Title  of  Prime  Minifter,  aiked  the 
King  for  it,  or  rather  afTumed  it  himfelf.  The  Confufion 
that  Cardinal  Du  Bois  left  his  Papers  in,  and  the  delicate  Na- 
ture of  many  of  his  Correfpondencies,  obliged  the  Duke  to 
apply  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  Induftry  and  Diligence  to 
putting  thpm  in  Qrder,  in  whiph  bfs  Wits  fo  indefatigable,  that 
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lie  fate  up  all  die  Night  of  the  iirft  of  Dicemler  1723,  th^ug^ 
he  found  himfelf  fcveral  times  very  near  feinting,  and  die  next 
Day  in  the- Afternoon  he  died  of  a  Fit  of  the  Apoplexy,  with 
great  Projefis  in  hia  Head,  and,  as  many  have  thoughf,  when  he 
was  on  the  very  Point  of  carrying  fome  of  them  into  Execution. 

Upon  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Orhans^  the  Condu&of  the 
State  devolved  upon  the  next  Prince  of  the  Blood  of  an  Age  > 
fuitable  to  the  Employment.  This  was  the  Duke  of  Bour^ 
tony  a  Prince  of  great  Parts,  furpriflng  Quicknefs,  and  capable 
of  much  Application.  He  found  many  Difficulties  upon  his 
firft  coming  mto  the  Adminiftratton ;  to  hinder  thefe  ^om  in- 
creafing,  he  purfued  the  Plan  of  his  Predeceflbr  very  fteddily  ; 
but  the  People  were  not  much  better  fatisfied  with  him,  than 
they  had  been  with  his  Royal  Highnefs,  becaufe  the  State  of  the 
Finances  were  fuch  as  obliged  him  to  make  various  Alterations 
in  the  Coin. 

He  likewife  prefled  the  Acceptance  of  the  Bull  Unigenitus^ 
both  on  the  Laity  and  Clergy,  which  occafloned  great  Heats  and 
Animofities,  and  while  thefe  continued,  the  King  was  taken 
fuddenly  ill,  which  alarmed  the  Duke  oi Bourbon  fo  much,  that 
herefolved  to  fend  back  the  young  Infanta,  who  had  been  for 
feme  Time  in /Vtf»tf<  with  the  Title  of  Queen,  in  order  to 
marry  the  Kin|  to  fome  Princefs  of  riper  Years  ;  and  accord- 
ingly his  Majefty  was  foon  afterwards  married  to  the  Princefs 
Mary^  Daughter  ofStaniflaus  King  oi PoUmd^-^ihidi  gave  great 
Satisfa£tion  to  the  People. 

But  the  Court  of  Spain  refented  this  extremely,  and  de- 
manded in  exprefs  Terms,  that  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  ihould 
^  removed,  to  give  his  Catholick  Majeftv  Satisfa£tion,  as 
Cardinal  Jlbironi  had  before  been,  at  the  Kequeft,  and  for 
the  Conveniency  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King.  This  being 
jrefufed,  threw  xhtSpaniJh  Court  into  the  Arms  of  that  of 
l^iniuij  which  gave  fuch  a  Face  to  the  Affairs  of  Europe^ 
as  differed  much  froin  that  which  they  had  worn  for  half  a 
Century  paft. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  that  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  was 
able  to  maintain  himfelf  in  Power  ;  and  the  Thing  that  turn'd 
inoft  to  his  Prejudice,  was'  the  raifmg  the  fiftieth  Penny 
ppon  all  Eftates  throughout  the  Kingdom,  which  the  Duke 
juidged  neceiTary  for  the  Payment  of  the  pubHck  Debts,  with 
which  after  all  this  fpunging  the  Crown  found  itfelf  fiill 
over-charged. 

There  are  fccrct  and  dark  Intrigues  in  all  Courts,  and 
perhaps  there  never  was  any  in  which  thefe  have  always  pre- 
vailed more  than  in  thai  of  France^    If  we  could   abfolutely. 
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depend  upon  feme  Memoirs  that  have  been  written  of  tbeAl 

Times,  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  was  deceived  and  outwitted  by 
bis  Succeflbr,  who  firft  very  gravely  and  confcientioufly  repre- 
fented  to  him  the  many  fatal  Confequences  that  attended  tho 
inodern  Method  of  paying,  or.rather  not  paying,  publick  Debts, 
by  Variation  of  the  Coin,  giving  a  Currency  to  Paper,  and  then 
deftroying  its  Credit:  By  which  he  fo  wrought  upon  theDuke^ 
that  he  refolved  to  abandon  thofe  Meafures  as  unworthy  of  a 
Government  }  and  then  the  crafty  Prieft  lay  in  wait  to  reprc* 
fent  him  as  a  publick  Oppreflbr. 

The  Duke,  in  the  very  Ediil  by  which  he  impofcd  this  Tax, 
fet  forth  the  Keafons  of  it,  giving  a  fair  and  full  Account 
pf  the  Methods  that  had  been  hitherto  taken  in  order  to  extin- 
guifli  the  publick  Debt,  their  Confequences,  and  the  Neceffity 
there  ftill  was  of  railing  Money  to  pay  off  Incumbrances,  which 
fiood  the  Crown  in  fifty  Millions  yearly  for  Intereft,  tho'  they 
paid  but  Two  per  Cent. 

When  the  Murmurs  began  about  this  Tax,  which,  howjuft 
imd  reafonable  foever  it  might  be  in  its  Intention,  was  to  a 
People  fo  exhaufted,  almoft  infupportable  ;  the  ancient  Bifhop 
of  Frejus  (fo  M.  F/eury  was  then  called)  was  the  firft  to  men- 
tion them  to  the  King,  tho'  he  had  great  Obligations  to 
the  Duke;  and  he  did  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  with  the  .Ad- 
dition of  fo  many  Circumftanccs,  that  he  who  had  always 
regarded  the  Sayings  of  this  Man  as  fo  many  Oracles,  re-* 
folved  to  part  with  the  Duke  of  Bourbortj  and  declare  this 
Prelate  firft  Minifter ;  which  Refolution  was  no  fooner  taken 
than  it  was  executed,  and  the  People,  as  is  common  enough 
in  all  Countries,  applauded  the  Change,  chiefly  becaufe  it  was 
a  Change. 

The  Duke  bore  his  Difgrace  both  with  Patience  and  Dig- 
nity, and  tho'  he  continued  all  his  Life  after  a  private  Man, 
and  had  very  little  Connection  with  the  Court,  yet  he  quickly 
recovered  his  Credit  with  the  Publick,  and  was  as  generally 
cfteemed  to  the  Day  of  his  Death  as  any  of  the  Princes  of  his 
Houfe  ever  had  been. 

As  for  the  Adminiftration  of  Cardinal  Fleury^  it  is  fo  welj 
known  here,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader 
with  a  particular  Detail  of  it.  He  was  certainly  a  very  artful 
Unda  very  ambitious  Man,  without  any  of  thofe  Talents  that 
are  requifite  to  make  an  accompliihed  Sratefman,  or  a  great 
Minifter.  It  was  the  Afcendancy  he  had  over  his  Maftcr,  that, 
as  it  originally  procured,  kept  him  fo  long  in  Power  ;  as  it 
was  a  Imooth  and  complaifant  Behaviour  to  the  Foreign  Mi- 
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liifte^,'  that  gave  him  fo  great  an  Intereft^  as  he  really  had  fof 
many  Years,  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe, 

He  was  very  difinterefted  in  nfycA,  to  Money,  was  vtrv  far 
from  being  folicttous  about  his  Family,  talked  continually  of 
Moderation,  and  was  very  mild  and  afiable  in  his  Behaviour ; 
yet  there  were  many  harfh  Things  done  under  his  Adminiftra- 
tion,  both  with  refpefl:  to  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs.  He 
had  no  fettled  Plan  of  Politicks,  as  appeared  by  his  fometlmes 
courting  the  Favour,  and  fometimes  croi&ng  the  Meafures  of 
Spain.  It  was  purely  to  pleafe  that  Court,  mat  he  fuffered  his 
Mafter  to  enter  into  a  War  with  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI, 
but  as  Ibon  as  he  faw  an  Opportunity  of  getting  out  of  it,  and 
of  making  fo  great  an  Acquiiition  to  France  2S  the  Duchy  of 
Lorrain^  he  refolved  to  embrace  it ;  and  as  he  had  facriiiced  the 
Honour,  and  was  very  near  facrificing  the  Life  of  the  French 
Queen's  Father,  during  the  War,  fo  he  made  no  Scruple  of  fe- 
crificing  the  Intereft  of  Spain  to  the  Peace. 

The  fame  kind  of  Temper  was  vifible  in  almoft  every  great 
Tranfaftion  while  he  was  at  the  Head  of  Aflfairs.  He  made  ufc 
of  other  Mens  Capacities  for  contriving  and  executing  Schemes 
that  were  above  his  Reach  j  but  whenever  he  found  himfelf 
pinched  by  thofe  Schemes,  he  removed  and  ruined  the  Authors 
of  them,  to  prefcrve  or  regain  his  own  Credit;  as  is  evident 
enough  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr,  Chauvelin^  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals, 
whom  he  drove  from  Court,  after  he  had  made  great  Ufe  of  his 
much  fuperior  Abilities. 

In  refped  to  the  late  War,  which  began  in  his  Life-time,  he 
was  drawn  into  it  by  thofe  whom  at  that  Time  he  trufted,  chiefly 
horn  his  apprehending  that  it  would  not  be  the  Work  of  more 
than  one  or  two  Campaigns,  and  that  the  Allies  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlria  would  be  as  paiiive  in  this  War  as  in  the  laft.  But  when 
he  found  his  Miftake,  and  faw,  or  rather  felt  the  Inconveniencics 
that  followed  from  it,  he  had  recourfe  to  his  old  Expedient  of 
Ihifting  the  Blame  upon  other  People ;  but  it  was  no  longer  in 
his  Power  to  rid  himfelf  of  them,  as  he  had  done  of  their  Pre- 
deceflTors;  Age,  Infirmities,  and  approaching  Death,  obliged 
him  to  turn  his  Thoughts  to  other  Matters. 

He  maintained  his  Power  with,  or  rather  Influence  over,  his 
Mafter  to  the  very  laft,  and  like  Cardinal  Ma%arin^  had  the 
Satisfaction  of  dying,  in  all  outward  Appearance,  as  great  a 
Man  as  he  had  lived,  and  even  of  appointing,  as  it  were,  his 
gucceflor.  But  the  Arts  he  made  ufc  of  to  keep  his  Mafter  in  a 
State  of  Dependence  upon  himfelf,  have  had  fuch  an  EflFeft  on 
all  the  Meafures  of  the  Court  of  VerfaiUes  fince  his  Death, 
that  it  has  been  a  perpetual  Scene  of  Cabals^  Intrigues,  and 
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Confufibn^  till  the  late  Maiihal  Count  SMxe  gained  the  Ear  of  his 
Mafter  to  fuch  a  Decree,  as  to  give  Law  even  to  the  Minifier^^ 
at  leaft  in  refpe£t  to  all  great  Points,  which  was  the  Pofture  tbst 
Things  were  in  a  little  before  the  Concluiion  of  the  Peace. 

We  have  in  the  Courfe  of  the  preceding  Hiflory  made  it  our 
Bufincfs  to  (hew  the  feveral  Schemes  or  Syftcms  of  Government, 
-which  have  fubfifted  fince  the  Acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  B^ur^ 
ton  to  the  Throne  oi France ;  and  perhaps  We  fhall  run  no  great 
Hazard  of  mifleading  the  Reader,  by  afErming  that  thefe  may 
be  reduced  to  Two.  That  of  Henry  IV.  who  was  the  Fa- 
ther of  his  People^  and  really  fomewhat  morej  for  he  not  on* 
ly  meant  honeuly  towards  nis  own  Subje^,  but  likewife  to 
the  reft  of  Eurcpe,  In  ihort,  he  had  the  Happineis  of  the 
People  at  Heart  in  his  own  Dominions,  and  was  for  eftabliihing 
a  Ballance  of  Power  abroad. 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  Lewis  XIIL  aimed  at  making  himiclf 
abfolute  at  home  and  refpefled  abroad  \  both  his  Succeuors  have 
had  the  fame  Views,  only  inftead  of  RefpeS,  they  have  been 
for  eftablifhing  a  general  Influence,  from  whence  all  the  bad 
Confequences  muft  flow,  whidi  are  commonly  dreaded  from 
univerfal  Monarchy. .  By  this  Means  Monarcha  are  rendered  fo 
dependent  as  to  diflFer  little  from  Vice-koys^  and  Republidu 
are  ruined  by  the  fecret  Encouragement  given  to  their  Rulers 
to  arrogate  an  Authority  to  themfelves,  inconfiftent  with  the 
Conftitution  of  their  Countries,  and  incompatible  with  their 
Interefts.  In  (hort,  the  Safety  and  Grandeur  of  this  great 
Power  muft  be  maintained  by  the  Poverty^  Weakneis,  Cor* 
ruption,  Difcontents,  and  Maleadminifljation  that  prevails 
amongft  her  Neighbours. 

Our  prefent  Bulinefs  is  to  fhew  how  far  this  has  been  efie£l« 
ed,  and  upon  what  Grounds  we  aflirm  that  the  Gallic  Confti* 
tution  i^  changed,  and  that  the  Monarchy  is  abfolute  at  pre- 
fent. In  the  firft  places  we  are  to  obferve^  that  the  greatcft 
Lawyers  and  beft  Hiftorians  of  Prance  agree,  that  the  Power 
of  their  Kings. was  anciently  reftrained,  not  only  within  nar« 
rower  Bounds  than  at  prefent,  but  that  in  reality  they  were  as 
much  limited  as  any  Monarcbs  could  be. 

That  in  all  Governments,  fupreme  and  abfolute  Power  is, 
and  muft  be  lodged  fomewhere,  we  find  generally  agreed  | 
that  according  to  the  old  Conftitution  in  France^  this  did  not 
refide  in  their  Princes,  but  in  the  general  Aflembly  of  the 
States  of  the  Kingdom,  as  in  all  other  Gothic  Conftitution^^ 
is  certain.  Indeed  the  very  Name  of  the  People  fufEcicntly 
proves  this,  iince  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  Oppofitioix  than  be- 
t)veen  Francs^  (that  is,  Freemen)  and  Sliives.  . 
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But  as  it  was  found  inconvenient  to  hold  thefe  general  Aflem- 
blies  very  frequently,  fo,  to  hinder  the  Incroachmcnts  of  their 
JCings  while  they  were  not  fitting,  part  of  their  Powers  were 
transferred  to  certain  Committees,  which  gave  Rife  to  the  Parlia* 
ments  of  France^  and  particularly  to  that  of  Paris^  which  was 
^t  firft  Ambulatory,  that  is,  attended  the  Perfon  of  the  King; 
but  in  Proccfs  of  I'ime,  was  fixed  to  that  City  for  the  Conve- 
niency  both  of  Prince  and  People. 

The  ancient  Prerogatives  of  this  AlTembly  plainly  prove,  that 
4is  Reprefentatives  of  the  States,  the  Sovereignty  was  really  in  it, 
for  amongft  others  they  bed  thefe  three.  Firft,  they  judged  the 
.Peers  and  grett  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  over  whom  the  iting  in 
this  RefpeS  had  no  Power ;  but  in  cafe  they  were  fufpeiled  of 
failing  in  their  Duty  to  the  Conftitution,  they  were  to  be  tryed 
by  their  Equals,  according  to  the  known  Law  of  the  King- 
dom. Secondly,  all  the  great  Officers  of  State  took  their  Oaths 
in  Parliament;  from  which  it  is  manifeft,  that  they  were 
.bound  not  to  the  Perfon  of  the  King,  but  fwore  to  him  in 
his  Political  Capacity,  and  for  the  general  Benefit  of  the 
State.  Thirdly,  they  had  the  Right  of  regiftcring,  approving, 
and  promul^iting  the  King's  Edicts,  without  which  they  had 
notthe  Sanaioti  or  Force  of  Laws. 

As  thefe  Infiances  unqueftionably  demonftrate,  that  accord^ 
ingto  the  G<7/2rV  Conftitution,  their  Kings  were  not  abfolute; 
fo  there  is  nothing  more  lequifite  to  prove  that  they  are  fmce 
-become  fo,  by  overturning  the  Conftitution,  than  tq  obferve 
that  all  thefe  Checks  are  now  taken  away.  The  Afiembly  of 
the  Stat^  is  a  Thing  no  longer  heard  of;  and  as  for  Parlia* 
ments,  they  are  but  Shadows  of  what  they  were,  or  rather 
worfe,  by  which  I  mean,  that  they  are  now  become  the  Inftru- 
, ments  of  that  Power  they  were  inftituted  to  reftrain. 

The  Liberty  of  the  Subjed  is  intirely  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
King;  he  imprifons  whom  he  pleafes  without  .giving  any  Ac- 
count; and  whenever  lie  finds  it  requifite^  appoints  fuch ' 
Judges  for  the  Tryal  of  Offenders  as  he  thinks  fit.  The  great 
Officers  of  State  take  their  Oaths  to  and  from  him ;  fo  that 
they  now  belong  intirely  to  the  King,  who  appoints,  re- 
moves, extends,  or  retrenches  their  Authority  as  he 
,  pleafes.  TheregifteringofEdids  is  become  a  mere  Matter  of 
Form ;  the  Parliament  of  Paris  does  indeed  fometimes  re- 
motiftrate,  but  in  the  -End  the  'King's  Will  and  Plcafure  al- 
ways prevails. 

The  whole  Government  of  this  great  Nation  having  been, 
by  the  Arts  of  Cardinal  Richelieu  and  his  Succefibrs,  drawn 
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imirely  Into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown  and  its  Minifters,  the 
utmoft  Pains  have  been  taken  to  reduce  it  into  fuch  a  Syftem^ 
as  that  this  Power  may  influence  the  whole,  and  keep  every 
Branch  thereof  in  ftrid  and  conftant  Dependence.  As  far 
as  the  Compafs  of  our  Work  will  allow^  we  fhall  endeavour  to 
fhew  how  this  is  done. 

We  have  heard  much  of  ^e  GaUican  Church  and  of  its  Free- 
dom ;  but  from  the  Time  of  the  CaVdinal  before-mentioned, 
this  Freedom  is  become  a  mere  Engine  of  State,  by  the  Help  of 
which  the  King  has  foihetimes  made  ufe  of  the  flower  of  the 
Clergy,  and  at  other  times  of  that  of  the  Pope,  to  extend  his 
own.  It  was  with  a  View  to  this,  that  the  Protejianis  of  Frame 
were  in  general  expelled ;  and  that  the  Remains  of  them  in 
France  are  from  time  to  time  perfecuted,  when  they  attempt  in 
any  Degree  the  public  Exercife  of  their  Religion. 

The  French  Kings  were  refolved  to  make  tfiemfelves  Su- 
preme in  Church  as  well  ^  State ;  which  is  the  true  Reafon 
why  they  admit  of  no  DiiTenters  j  and  they  have  carried  this 
into  Execution,  nowithftanding  the  Nominal  Authority  of 
the  Pope';  which  is  often  made  ufe  of  by  the  King,  ana  can 
never  be  turned  againft  him. 

The  Clergy  of  Frame  are,  however,  a  very  great  and  con- 
fiderable  Body  j  they  coniift  at  prefent  of  eighteen  ArchbifliopSy 
and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  Bifliops,  all  named  and  appointed 
by  the  King ;  wJio  has  likewife  the  Nomination  of  feven  hun- 
dred^ancl  feventy  Abbies,  and  of  the  Superiors  of  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  Convents  of  Nuns.  The  Reader  need  not  be 
told  what  Influence  this  gives  the  Crown  over  that  Part  of  its 
Subje£ls,  which  were  formerly  the  leaft  attached  to  it. 

The  ordinary  Revenue  arifmg  from  the  Tenths  of  the  Clergy, 
?mountstoi,200,oooLivres^-/f«;j«mj  befides  which,  in  the 
General  Aflemblies  of  the  Clergy,  free  Gifts  are  fo  conftantly 
expeded  even  in  Times  of  Peace,  that  this  additional  Revenue 
is  computed  annually  at  two  Millions ;  but  in  Time  of  War 
the  extraordinary  free  Gifts  render  it  much  more. 

As  to  the  Civil  Government,  the  King  has  a  great  Council 
of  State,  and  twelve  Parliaments,  befides  other  Courts,  fuch  as 
Generalities  and  Intendancies,  for  the  Management  of  his  Re- 
venue; of  the  former  there  are  twenty-fix,  and  pf  the  latter 
more.  As  for  the  Political  Government,  it  is  managed  by  fe- 
veral  great  Councils,  or  rather  Committees  of  Council,  of 
which  there  are  at  prefent  four ;  which  are  ftiled  the  Council  of 
State,  the  Council  of  Difpatches,  the  Royal  Council  of  Fi- 
nances, and  the  Royal  Council  of  Commerce. 
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•  The  firft  Civil  Officer  in  France  is  the  Chancellor^  afid  the 
only  Officer  that  is  not  rcmovcablc  at  the  King's  Pleafurc ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  cannot  be  removed  without  being  brought 
to  a  Tr^  )   but  the  King  may,  and  frequently  does  take  the 

..Seals  from  him,  and  put  them  into  the  Hands  of  another  Per- 
fon,  who  has  the  Title  of  Keeper  and  the  Power  of  Chancellor, . 

.  who  is  removeable  at  the  King's  Plcafure. 

There  is  generally  a  Perfon  at  the  Head  of  the  Miniftry,  either 
with  or  without  the  Title  of  Prime  Minifter,  and  with  more  or 
lefs  Authority,  as -the  Kine  pleafes ;  at  prefent  this  is  conceived 
to  be  M.  ^/  Machautt^  Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Finances,  but  without  the  Title.  For  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Public  Affairs,  there  arc  four  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  who  have  each  their  feparate  Departments.  Thefe  are 
at  prefcnt ;  M.  di  Saint  Contc/ly  who  is  Secretary  for  Foreign 

.  Affairs,  the  Count  di  Saint  Florentine  who  has  the  Care  of  Do- 
meftic  Concerns ;  the  Count  UArgenfon^  who  is  Secretary  at 
War ;  and  Mr.  Jieuiiley  who  has  the  Marine  in  thtf  Room  of 
the  Count  de  Maurepas  lately  difgraced. 

The  principal  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  is  the  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Finances,  which  Office  is  now  in  M.  de  Machault^ 

.whc  !..^  under  him  a  Multitude  of  Intendants,  and  other  Officers, 

,fubjedl  to  the  Diredtion  of  the  Council  of  Finances,  of  which  the 
D*  di  Beibune  is  PreGdent.  As  to  the  ordinary  and  fettled  Re- 
venue of  the  Crown  of  Frana^  if  we  may  believe  their  own 
Writers  upon  that  Subje£t,  it  is  not  at  all  increafed  in  its  real, 
though  it  is  coniidcrably  augmented  in  its  nominal  Value. 

,  In  4683,  it  was  computed  at  116,873,476  Livres;  and  in 
1730  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  140,278,473  Livres 
which  make  5*844,937  Founds  of  our  Money.  This  (hews 
that  neither  the  general  Wealth  of  France^  nor  thC  Income  of 
tl)c  King,  are  nearfb  great  as  is.commonly  imagined.  It  is  in- 
deed very  true,  that  in  time  of  War  the  King  levies  much 
larger  Sums ;  but  it  is  very  plain,  that  even  thefe  muft  fall 
far  (hort  of  what  fome  People  would  peifuade  us  they  amount 
to;  lince  there  muft  be  always  a  Proportion  between  t'he 
ordiniy  and  extraordinary  Revenue,  and  cdiifequently^  if 
.we  know  the  orfe,  we  may  very  eafily  compute  how  far  the 
other  can  be  carried ;  becaufe,  even  under  arbitrary  Govern- 
ments, fome  Meafures  muft  be  prefer\'ed,  and  fome  Regard  had 
to  the  general  Income  of  the  People,  which  is  lefs  in  Time 
of  War,  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  publick  Expence  is 
greater. 

As  the  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  Govcrnmant  of  France  was 
|no)dded  in  the  Compafs  of  two  Reigns,  into  fuch  a  Form 
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as  made  them  wholly  fubfcrvient  to  the  Purpofcs  of  the  Crown  5 
ib  the  Miliury  Eftabliihment,  as  it  now  Aands,  was  intirely 
the  Woik  of  Leivis  XIV.  Before  his  Time  a  few  Compa- 
nies of  Guards,  and  four  old  Corps,  as  they  are  ftill  called, 
were  all  -the  (landing  Troops  of  France  ',  neither  were  they 
cxadlly  of  the  fame  Nature  with  the  Regiments  that  ar^ 
now  kept  up,  tho'  this  is  not  a  proper  Place  to  difcuis  the 
Difference. 

It  is  fufficicnt  for  us  to  obferve,  that  the  Prince  laft  mention- 
ed, finding  every  thing  at  home  difpofed  according  to  his  good 
Pleafure  when  he  took  the  Adminiflration  into  his  own  Hands, 
refolved  to  lay  hold  of  that  Opportunity  tofecure  the  boundlefs 
Authority  of  which  he  was  poflcfled  in  his  own  Dominions, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  make  himfelf  formidable  to  his  Neigh-* 
hours.  It  was  to  this  End  that  he  eftabliihed  firft  under  the 
Notion  of  Guards  a  very  confiderable  Force,  which  is  now 
ftiled  the  Troops  of  the  Houfhold  ;  and  afterwards,  as  Qccafion 
lerved,  raifed  Regiment  after  Regiment  both  of  Horfe  and  Foot, 
and  kept  them  in  conftant  Service. 

It  was  by  the  Help  of  this  Standing  Army,  that  he  gained 
(o  many  and  fo  great  Advantages  over  Spain  and  the  red  of  his 
Neighbours,  and  annexed  feveral  conquered  Provinces  to  his 
Dominions  •,  which  at  the  fame  time  afForded  him  an  Oppor- 
,  tunity  of  increafmg  the  Number  of  thefe  regular  Troops,  and 
of  covering  his  Frontiers  on  every  fide  with  abundance  of 
flrong  Fortrefles.  By  Degrees,  other  States  in  Europe  found 
themfelves  obliged,  for  their  own  Defence,  to  raife  and  main- 
tain regular  Troops  likewife,  which  furniflied  that  ambitious 
Prince  with  a  Pretence  for  augmenting  his  to  as  great  a  Number 
as  was  poflible  for  him  to  maintain  ;  and  his  Example  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  moft  other  Points,  has  been  exadlly  followed  by 
his  SucceiTor.  So  that  immediately  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  War,  the  Standing  Troops  of  France  confifted  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Foot,  twenty  thoufand  Horfe  and 
Dragoons,  and  between  eight  and  ten  thoufand  Invalids ;  that  is, 
in  the  whole,  to  about  onc>  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Men. 

The  keeping  up  fo  large  an  Army,  and  the  maintaining  fo 
many  Qarrifons,  is  as  ferviceable  to  the  King  as  it  is  burthen^ 
fome  and  ruinous  to  the  Kingdom,  jnafmucb  as  it  keeps  fo  great 
a,  Proportion  of  ^ble  and  aSive  Perfons  in  a  State  of  abfolute 
Idlenefs  with' regard  to  the  Publick,  at  the  fame  time  that  heavy 
Taxes  are  raifed  upon  the  laborious  and  induftrious  Part  of  the 
People  for  their  Subfiilence. 

But  it  mufl  be  allowed,  that  it  finds  Employment  for  the 
Nubility  and  Gentry  of  France^  more  efpecially  as  it  is  bc- 
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come  almoft  an  indifpenfible  Cuftom  for  them  to  <pend  theit* 
Youth,  at  Icaft  the  firft  Part  of  it,  in  the  Service ;  by  which 
they  are  brought  infenfibly  into  a  Dependence  upon  the  Court, 
aoa  have  their  Minds  filled  with  falfe  and  flavifli  Notions  of  th<^ 
Glory  of  their  Grand  Monarque^  which  intirely  gets  the  better  of 
(be  natural  Pa£ions  that  all  Men  of  Birth  and  Breeding  in  other 
Nations  have  for  the  Service  of  thcirCountry.  Thus  the  Reader 
fees,  that  the  Church,  the  Law,  the  Civil  Employments,  and  the 
Military,  being  wholly  at  the  good  Pleafure  of  the  Court,  the 
far  greater  Part  of  the  adive  People  in  this  great  Country  have 
their  Lives  and  Fortunes  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown,  and 
ipend  the  bed:  of  their  Days  in  the  Maintenance  of  a  Syftem, 
calculated  to  hold  them  in  irrecoverable  and  perpetual  Ser* 
Vitudc. 

The  Reader  will  naturally  exped,  that  we  ihould  (ay  fome- 
tbing  of  the  Marine,  which  in  the  laft  Reign  was  indeed  ex- 
tremely formidable,  but  was  far  from  being  (o  in  this ;  flnce  it 
is  very  certain  that  at  the  Beginning  of  the  late  War,  the  whole 
Aaval  Power  of  France  did  not  conftft  of  quite  forty  Ships  of  War 
of  all  Sizes,  which  though  it  be  very  ihort  of  what  it  was  at  the 
Opening  of  this  Ccnturv,  yet  is  much  fuperior  to  any  Force 
the  French  had  of  that  Nature  before  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIV. 
As  to  the  Commerce  of  France^  it  was  before  the  Wac  began 
very  confiderable,  tbo'  certainly  much  ihort  of  what  has  been 
reported  of  it  here. 

The  |reateft  Evidence  thereof  that  I  have  feen,  is  derived 
from  a  Memorial  now  before  me,  which  contains  a  Reprc- 
fcntation  to  the  French  Court  of  the  LoiTes  fuilaincd  by  the 
War,  which  was  drawn  up  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
1747,  and  wherein  they  are  ftatedat  two  hundred  Millions  of 
their  Money,  which  make  above  nine  Millions  three  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds  of  ours.  If  this  proves,  as  it  mofl  certainly 
does,  that  the  Trade  of  France  was  very  much  increafed,  and 
even  arrived  at  a  furprizing  Height  5  we  have  at  the  fame  time 
the  Confolation  of  knowing,  that  it  is  now  not  only  much 
funk  and  impaired,  but  in  many  of  its  moil  important  and 
'  beneficial  Branches  almoft  ruined  and  deftroyed ;  and  this  by 
,  the  Confeffion  of  thofe,  who  as  they  are  employed  therein, 
muft  be  bcft  acquainted  therewith,  and  who,  in  a  Reprcfenta- 
tion  of  this  kind,  durft  not  attempt  to  impofe  upon  the  Go« 
vernmcnt. 

•  We  have  likewife  the  Satisfaction  of  being  informed  from 
the  fame  authentic  Memorial,  that  in  the  Judgment  of  the 
mercantile  Part  of  that  Nation,  if  it  were  in  the  Power  of  the 
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Court  to  maintain  twenty  Men  df  War  at  Br^/fj  fifteen  at  Cadiz  - 
a^d  on  the  Coaft.  of  &pain^  fifteen  in  Ammca^  and  ten  at  Tmi^ 
hn^  all  the  Branches  of  their  Trade  might  be  eft^hially  pro- 
t^ded;  Whence  it  is  evident  that  no  fiichFoicehas  been  hi-' 
thcrto  employed,,  and  that  the  Merchants  are  doubtful  whether . 
if  the  Court  was  ever  fb  well  inclined,  they  araki  equip  an4 
maintain  it* 

In  refpeft  to  thelnterefts  of  Framsy  we  ar6  obliged  to  confider^ 
the  Nature-oftheGovibrnaient  only,  and  the  Views  which  the. 
Court  propofes  to  itfelf,  &s^  tfaefe  are  vecy  different  firom,  or, 
to  fpeak^the  T'utb^  diripA^  QptK>fite  to  the  true  Intereft  of  the 
Nation  I  for  confidering  the.  Soil,  Clhnate,  and  Situation  of  thq. 
County,  and  jthe  Numbers  ofits  Inhabitants,  as  they  have  no* 
reafon  tofear^  fo  they  have  no  caufe  to  difturb  their  Neighbours ;. 
b^^  whptn,'  if  they  applied  thonfelvcs  induftrioudy  to  Manufac- 
tures at  home,  and  to  foreign  Trade,  they  might  be  very  great 
Gainers  j  and  as  the  feveral-ri'ovinces  of  tbe.  Kingdom  are  full 
of  great  Towins,  they,  might  be  all  rendered  populous  and  rich 
as  well  as  the  Country  about  them* 

A  Government  therefore  that  confulted  the  Good  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  general  Benefit  of  its  Subjeda,  lliould  labour  to  pre-* 
ferve  Peace,  and  be  affiduous  in  cukivatiog  tbe  Arts  of  Peace, 
which  perhaps  would  tend  as  much  to  increaie  the  .Power  and 
fix  the^Security  offucbaGorernment,  astfae contrary  Meafureg 
which  are  now  purfued  tend  to  ftrengthen  and  a^andiEc 
that  abfolute  Monarchy,  which  we  have  feen  ere£ied  there  oa 
the  Rukns  of  their  Confutation,  by  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

But  as  a  Scheme  intirdy  oppofite  to  thif  has  been  there  carried* 
on  for  at  Icaft  a  Century  pafl,  with  mat  Steddinefs  and  unufual  , 
Succefs,  we  have  no  Reafon  to  expect,,  tho'  Circumfiances  may 
induce  them  to  diflembk,  tbat  the  FrenA  Court  wiH  ever  change 
their  Meafures ;  and  therefore  looking  upon  Things  in  a  Po- 
litical Light,  wc  muft  confider  them^  only,  without  having  any 
Refpe<£t  to  the  Intereft  of  the  People,  The  Grandeur  of  the 
Crown,  which  with  fome  Impropriety  is  in  that  Country  ftiled 
the  Glory  of  France^  appears  to  be  the  ultimate  Aim  of  the 
Policy  of  thefe  Minifters,  upon  which  they  have  fixed  their  own 
Attention  fo  long,  and  have  magnified  it  fo  much,  that  it  feems 
at  length  to  occupy  folely  the  Cares  and  Attention  of  the 
Nation. 

To  fpeak  impartially,  it  is  on  keeping  up  this  Spirit  that 
the  Peace  and  Safety  of  the  Government,  as  it  i^  now  «admi- 
niftred,  depends ;  and  it  is  jmpoffible  for  the  Fnncb  Court  to 
drop  her  Influence  abi-oad,.  without  .manifeftly  hazarding  her 
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Qyict  at  home ;  fo  that  to  eVpeft  %  French  Monarch.ihould  tA-- 
here  ftri^UT^  to  Treaties,  and  rclinquifli  all  Views  upo»i  hi« 
Neighbdurs,  is  to  exnedl  a  Golden  Age  ;  a  thing  that  may  be 
wil^  even  bythc  Wife,  but  which  I^ls  themfelves  can  never 
hopetoiee* 

;  There  is  tfaerefone  no  (brt  of  Doubt,  that  fo  long  as  France 
enjojrs  her  prefent  Power,  and  is  in  a  Capacity  of  prcfcrving  it, 
(he  will  ccinfider  herfe}f  as  the  Head  of  the  liotlfe  of  Bourhn^ 
and  as  the  firft  Potentate  of  the  Chriftiati  World,  to  which  high 
Tides  (he  wiH  not  fail  to  add  as  many  real  Prerogatives  as  is 
in  her  Pow«r.  In  order  to  this,  fte  will  ftudy  to  continue  Spain 
and  the  other  Princes  of  her  Houfe  in  a  clofe  Dependence  upon 
iKsrfdf,  by  occafionally  gratifying  them  in  their  Views  \  and  as 
it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  they  can  exped  this  any  other  way, 
there  feems  to  be  too  much  Probability  that,  foi*  our  Time  at 
leaft,  flie  will  fucceed  in  it 

It  is'  alfo  probable  that  (be  will  perfift  in  moft  of  her  other 
Schemes,  fuch  as  keeping  up  a  clofe  Correfpondence  with  the 
Ti/rij,  that  flic  may  have  it  in  her  Power  to  awe  the  Houfe  of 
Jujlria  and  the  Ruffian  Empire  $  that  with  the  like  View  flie 
will  negiof):  nothing  that  may  contribute  to  continue,  and  even 
'  tp  increafe  the  Jealoufies  that  have  fo  long  fubfifted,  and  which 
fliU  fubfift  in  Germany  ;  her  Intrigues  in  all  the  Northern  Courts, 
and  her  Correfpondcncies  in  Ifaly^  where  fo  long  as  fbe  can  pre- 
fcrve  her  Superiority,  Ihe  will  not  fail  to  have  the  Court  of  iJw7# 
attached  to  herCaufe; 

In  refpcd  to  the  reft  of  Eurepe^  the  Houfe  of  jfuftria  will 
always  remain  the  ObieiS  of  her  Hate,  the  Maritime  rowers  of - 
her  linvy,  and  Pruffta  of  her  Jealoufy ;  whatever  Pfofeffions 
mider  certain  Circumftances,  and  to  fcrve  her  own  Purpdfcf, 
fee  may  make  to  the  contrary  ;  and  upon  which  therefore  thofe 
to  whom  they  are  made,  can  never  depend  but  to  their  own 
Prejudice* 

bhe  mav  alfo,  and  it  is  highly  probable  (he  will,  diflemble 
her  real  Views  in  Times  oT  Peace  in  favour  of  her  Trade, 
whicb  there  is  no  Qiicflion  (he  will  encourage  and  promote 
alt  that  lies  in  her  Power,  that  it  may  in  fome  meafure  repair 
the  Lofics  occafioned  by  her  Wars ;  but  there  is  no  room  to 
{uppo(e  that  tee  will  remain  quiet  for  many  Years  together, 
hecaufe  this  muft  many  w^iys  indanger  a  Government  like 
hcra,  by  creating  Faftions  in  thfc  Court,  relaxing  the  Difci- 
'  plioe  of  her  Armies,  and  giving  Time  to  her  Neighbours  to 
put  thcmfelves  into  a  State  of  Security  and  Defence  againft  her 
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This  is  not  a  Picture  drawn  at  Pleafure,  or  by  the  Han3  of 
Prejudice,  of  the  French  Government,  to  render  it  odious  and 
fufpeftcd,  but  from  the  Life  and  with  ftrift  Reprd  to  Truth. 
'  The  Reader  has*^  had  the  Evidence  produced  to  him,  which  ia 
fufficient  to  eftablifli  this,  and  it  was  with  that  VicW  that  we 
took  fo  much  Pains  to  produce  it. 

Without  feeing  the  Hiftory  of  France  fince  the  Acceffion  of 
the  prefent  reignmg  Family,  and  confidering  duly  and  impar- 
tially the  principal  Points  therein,  it  would  have  b^  impoiHble 
to  have  fet  the  Policy  of  ihe  French  Coixn  in  a  true  Point  of 
Light ;  or  if  it  had  been  poffible,  it  could  fcarcc  have  been  ex- 
pefted  that  the  Publick  Ihould  have  given  Credit  to  it;  but  as 
the  Cafe  now  ftands,  we  may  flatter  ourfclvcs  that  there  arc  good 
Grounds  to  hope  that  the  Juftice  and  Impartiality  of  this  Ac- 
count will  be  confpicuous  to  every  Ingenious  Reader,  fo  as  to 
convince  him  that  this  is  a  fair  and  equal  Rjeprefentatlon,  given 
with  no  other  End  than  to  enable  him  to  form  a  true  ProfpeS  of 
future  Events,  and  of  the  Condufl  of  this  Power  in  fucceeding 
Times. 

Before  we  quit  this  Article,  it  will  be  proper  to  obfervc,  that 
notwithftandipg  the  Truth  of  what  has  been  faid,  yet  there  arc 
no  juft  Grounds  to  defpair  of  preferving  the  Ballance  of  Power, 
tho'  France  and  the  reft  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (hould  purfue 
with  the  utmoft  Vigour  their  ambitious  Schemes ;  and  this  we 
fhall  likewife  make  api^ear,  by  a  few  plain  and  natural  Inferences 
and  Dedud^ions  from  the  Hiftory  and  Remarks  thathave  been 
already  made. 

It  is  very  evident  from  thcfe,  that  the  French  Power  was  at 
its  greateft  Height  at  the  Time  Lewis  XIV.  made  the  Peace  of 
Nime^uen^  or  a  very  little  after.  The  two  fucceeding  Wars 
^;thauftcd  tJiat  Nation  prodigioufly,  and  more  efpecially  the  laft, 
which  brought  her  fo  low,  that  notwithftanding  the  long  Peace, 
and  the  many  Advantages  (he  has  fince  enjoyed,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain ft^e  is  far  from 'having  recovered  it,  fmce  her  Revenue  at 
this  Day,  tho'  it  malc^s  a  greater  Number  of  Livres,  falls  fliort 
in  Value  of  what  it  amounted  to  in  1683. 

She  has  been  likewife  very  much  exhaufted  by  the  laft  War,  in  . 
which  (he  was  defeated  in  moft  of  her  Views,  found  herfelf  in  no 
Capacity  of  keeping  the  Acquifitions  (he  had  made,  and  difcover'd 
fome  figns  of  Weaknefs  beyond  what  appeared  even  in  the  former 
^cral  War.  We  know  that  whatever  her  Diftreffes  may  be. 
It  is  impoffible  for  her  to  bring  above  250,000  Men  into  the 
Field ;  perhaps  it  is  impoiiible  for  her  to  do  even  that,  and  fuch 
an  Atmy  ftie  cannot  long  maintain  ;  or  recruit,  if  .flie  could 
maintain  it.    But  fuppofing  it  to  be  poiBble^  this  Force  will  not 
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be  Aifitient  to  defend  her,  even  againft  the  laft  Confederacy^  if 
file  had  not  a  Dependence  upon  PruJJia. 

.  Experience  has  ihewn  us,  that  without  this  Refpurce,  (he 
could  not  maintain  an  Army  in  the  Low-Ctuntries^  and  keep 
a  Force  fufficient  to  defend  her  Frontiers  on  the  Side  of  Jlface. 
We  may  remember,  for  the  7'ime  is  not  long  fince,  the  Hurry 
with  which  LevMs  XV.  noaidied  to  cover  that  Part  of  his  Do- 
minions, had  like  to  have  coft  him  i)is  Life,  and  very  doubtful 
it  is,  whether  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  proteded  them 
at  layd,  if  a  Diverfion  had  not  been  made  in  Bohemiaj  which 
obliged  the  Aufirians  to  repafs  the  Rhifu  $  and  the  Manner  in 
which  the  French  beheld  that  Retreat^  fuUy  fliewed  how  highly 
fttjsiied  they  were  at  the  Sight. 

But  fuppofe,  as  the  Thing  is  indeed  very  pra£licable,  fuch  an 
Invafion  were  attempted  at  the  fame  time,  with  an  Irruption  on 
the  Side  of  Provence^  and  a>De<cent  from  England  on  Bretagm^ 
Of  any  other  Part  of  their  Coafts,  where  would  Troops  then  be 
found  to  refift  all  thefe  Enemies  I  Yet  ^here  is  Reafon  to  believe, 
that  France  made  a  much  better  Figure  in  the  late  War,  than 
ihe  n^ill  be  able  to  do  in  another,  unlefs  fhe  is  fo  lucky  as  to 
fucceed  as  happily  in  her  Intrigues  at  the  Beginning  of  it,  as  fhe 
did  in  thofe  {he  employed  at  the  Commencement  of  this  lafl, 
which,  all.  Things  confidered,  is  very  improbable* 

Bef^es,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  Quarrel,  many  Incidents 
happened  that  cannot  fail  of  aiFefling  ftrongly  the  general 
Interefts  of  Europe  for  the  future,  no  way  to  the  Advantage 
of  the  Caufe  of  France.  As  for  Inftance,  the  furprizing  and 
unexpe£^ed  Efforts  made  by  the  People  of  Hungary  in  Sjjpport 
of  their  Soveieign,  which,  as  I  have  (hewed  in  another  Place, 
has  introduced  a  new  Power  in  Europe,  and  brought  fuch  an 
Acccffion  of  Strength  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  as  faved  her 
•  now,  and  muft  contribute  not  a  liule  to  render  her  refpeded 
hereafter. 

The  Devaftation  of  Germany  immediately  after  the  War  be- 
gan, and  more  efpecially  of  the  Bavarian  and  Palatine  Domi- 
nions,muft  alfo  have  very  good  Effedls  in  deterring  tliofe  Princes 
from  placing  any  Confidence  in  the  Omnipotence  of  the 
.Grand  Monarque^  or  fuppofing  the  Succeis  of  a  War  muft  be  de- 
termined on  the  bare  Appearance  of  his  Forces. 

The  heavy  Misfortunes  that  befell  the  Duke  of  Modena  and 
the  Gemefe^  are  alfo  very  difcouraging  Circumftances  \  notwiih- 
ftandlng  the  Rcftltution  of  their  dominions.  We  may  there- 
fore reafonably  perfuade  ourfelvcs,  that  in  fucceeding  Times 
anotlier  Spirit  will  prevail^  Princes  and  States    will    at   laft- 
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Serceivei  Am  by  repeated  Eflbrts,  France  has  weakened  Kef 
orce,  the' (he  prefer VC8  her  Ambition  to  the  fall;  is  as  vigorour 
AS  ever  in  her  Viewsj  tho*  fhe  wants  Abilities  to  a€cx>niplif!i 
them* 

AH  this  may  be  the  rather  expeAed,  becaufe  the  Suggefttont* 
of  Pranee  are  commonly  againft  the  Intct-efts  of  the  Princes  lbs 
tempts ;  and  the  Motives  muft  coAfkqiiemly  be  very  ftrons,  the 
Feriuafion  of  Succeft  ftillfttonger,  to  w^p  fiich  Princes  0rState» 
from  tneir  Intereftd>  which  they  may  puifue  without  Danger  or 
Trouble.  But  after  the  Defeat  of  the  Scheme  laid  at  the  Cbm- 
"itiencement  of  this  War,  what  Infiituationa  can  nfiove^  what 
Arguments  appear  condufive? 

But  this  is  not  all ;  if  ftich  a  Check  be  once  given  to  FranUf 
a  new  Spirit  may  arife,  and  thofe  who  have  no  Hopes- of  bene- 
fiting thcmfelvcs  by  her  AiSftance,  may  ifldirie  to  reap  Advan- 
tages at  her  Expence.  All  Europe  well  knows  how  indiflSsrent  a 
Title  flie  has  to  moft  of  her  Acqtiifitions,  and  with  what  Ap- 
pearance of  Juftice  her  Poffeflions  might  bequefiioned ;  and  who 
can  tell  what  fome  time  or  other  fuch  a  Spirit  may  produce  ? 

It  would  be  a  very  eafy  Matter  to  fuggeft  various  other  Reafons 
to  the  famepurpofe  ;  but  I  forbear  at  prefent,  as  having  (aid 
enough  to  (hew  my  Opinion,  that  the  Houfc  oiBdtirhoH  will  not, 
indeed,  cannot  relinquifh  her  prefent  Syftem,  which  muft  alwatys 
render  her  terrible  to  her  Neighbours  3  but  chat  on  the  other  hand^ 
diere  wants  not  a  Power  fufiicientto  render  all  her  Intrigues 
abortive,  and  to  defeat  all  her  Entei'prizes,  tho'  fupported  by  her 
utmoft  Force. 

I  am  very  well  aware  that  there  are  two  Sorts  of  People  who 
will  be  inclined  to  doubt  of  the  Fafis  which  I  have  advanced, 
and  to  difpute  the  Arguments  which  I  have  ufed  upon  this 
Subjeft.  The  firft  of  thefe  are  the  Admirers  of  that  over-grown 
Power,  thofe  who  look  up  not  only  with  Surprize  but  PleaTure 
at  the  amazing  Strufture,  which  the  Genius  of  Richelieu  con* 
trived,  and  the  Labours  of  his  Succeffors  ereSed.  In  this  there 
is  indeed  fomething  ftrange  and  mean,  and  yet  of  thefe  Sort  of 
People  there  have  been  always  fome,  to  fay  the  Truth,  too 
many  in  th'e  World  ;  as  appears  by  the  Greeks^  who  in  a  Goun- 
tiy  of  Liberty,  were  in  their  Hearts  Friends  to  the  Great  King^ 
though  they  knew  him  to  be  their  common  Enemy.  The  other 
Sort  of  People  are  fuch  as  fear  France  immoderately,  and  who 
have  been  fo  long  ufed  to  frame  horrible  Apprchenfions  as  well 
of  the  Force  as  the  Defigns  of  that  Crown,  cannot  fufiiciently 
diveft  thcmfelvcs  of  their  Panic,  to  enquire  coolly  and  calmly 
whether  there  be  any  good  Grounds  for  their  Apprchenfions 
or  not. 

It 
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It  may,  and  very  probably'  it  will  be  ur^ged  hf  both  thefe 
lind  of  People,  that  firft  with  regard  to  Fa^  the  Armiea 
which  Franci  had  on  foot  in  the  laft  Year  of  the  late  War, 
were  very  mudh  fupcrior  to  what  I  allow  (he  could  poffiblv 
ibrm ;  and  becaufe  I  know  that  this  has  been  laid  down  with 
great  Force,  by  fome  who  would  be  thought  extremely  well 
acquainted  with  the  Military  Eftablifhment  in  Franci^  t  have 
taken  fom^  Pains  to  learn  how  hi  I  was  jniftaken,  which 
from  thefe  People  I  could  never  do,  for  they  anfwered  al« 
ways  in  the  general,  that  Franci  was  out  of  Comparifon 
ftronger  than  I  imagined  ;  that  we  deceived  ourfelves  here  in 
thbking  the  contrary  ;  and  that  the  Troops  in  her  Pay  dur- 
ing the  laft  Campaigns,  v^  hx  exceeded  our  Computations, 
But  I  am  at  prefent  out  of  all  Pain  upon  this  Subject,  hav  ins 
in  my  Poflfei&on  a  compleat  and  authentic  State  of  the  French 
Military  Eftablifhment  in  the  Month  ofMay^  1748  ;  which  is 
ipdeed  a  very  corred  and  fatisfadlory  Piece  of  its  kind,  and 
in  all  refpefls  the  fineft  Detail  of  an  Army  I  ever  faw.  I 
wiU  give  the  Reader  an  Extra^l  of  the  Totals,  which  will  ferve 
fufficiently  to  iUuftrate  this  Point. 

S  T  A  T'E  of  his  Moft  Chriflian  Aiajeflfs  Land  Forces 
in  May  1748. 
Infantry.  BattaU         Men*      Annual  Pay. 

Regular  National  Foot 356    2614JJS     54854808-  5-0 

Foreign  Regular  Foot 04      59 1 8 3    1 60997 1 7  - 16-0 

Irregulars 13        9569      2596073  -2-0 

Cavalry,                 Squadrons*  Men.  Annual  Pay. 

Reproents  of  Horfe 30 1  4753^  3^*  3045S-io-4 

Regiments  of  Dragoons -:*-  85  13I24  8064154-3-6 

Irregulars 25  .3120  2330728-16-0 

BattaL  453 

395382  116075937.13.4 

Squad.  411 


My  firft  Obfervation  upon  this  is,  that  fo  far  from  fub- 
verting  my  former  Calculation,  this  State  of  the  French  Army 
very  cicarlv  cftabiiflics  it.  In  Time  of  Peace  we  have  fhew'n, 
that  the  ftanding  Forces  of  Prance  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Men  j  and  in  Time  of  War,  it  may  be 
very  fairly  computed,  that  about  this  Number  is  requifite  for 
the  Garrifons,  the  Security  of  the  Coafts,  and  the  Prcfcrvatipn 
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nf  the  interior  Part  of  the  Kingdom  :  Which  will  be  ftill  more 
evident,  if  we  confider  that  one  hundred  and  twelve  Batta* 
lions  of  Militia,  making  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  Men^ 
are  included  in  the  foregoing  State  of  the  Army,  I  was  not 
confequently  in  the  wrong,  in  fappofing  that  France  could  not 
bring  many  above  two  hundred  thouland  Men  into  the  Field, 
even  when  flie  exerted  herielf  to  the  utmoft.  We  have  likewife 
feen,  that  ^eat  as  this  Force  is,  ibe  mieht  have  been  attacked  bj 
the  AUies,  if  their  Engagements  to  each  other  had  been  pun^- 
ally  performed,  with  equal,  if  not  fuperior  Armies. 

My  next  Obfervation  is  as  to  the  Expence,  which  the 
Reader  fees,  for  the  bare  Subfiftence  of  the  Troops,  amounts 
to  the  whole  ordinary  Revenue  of  France  or  fomewhat  more 
than  five  Millions  SterJing.  As  .to  the  Extraordinaries  of  War, 
the  Subfidies  to  foreign  Powers,  the  Expences  of  the  Navy, 
the  Charge  of  Colonies,  and  many  other  Particulars,  they  are 
totally  excluded^  and  I  prefume  noboby  will  think  that  the 
Computation  is  extravagant,  if  we  confider  thefe  as  amounting 
to  the  like  Sufn.  ,  To  all  this  we  muft  add  the  Charge  of  the 
Civil  Government,  which  in  a  Time  of  War  cannot  be  at  all  * 
leflened ;  and  when  we  have  done  this,  and  brought  into  the 
Account  the  diftrefled  Condition  of  their  Trade,  which  mani* 
fcfls  itfelf  more  and  more  iince  the  Condufion  of  the  Peace,  , 
when  Traders  attempting  to  draw  their  Mon^  out  of  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  paid  diem  Intereft  for  it  during  the 
War,  when  they  couM  not  employ  it  in  Commerce,  has 
occafioned  innumerable  Bankruptcies. 

I  fay,  when  all  this  is  taken  into  our  View,  and  ferioufl^  re- 
fleded  upon,  we  muft,  unleis  we  will  abfolutely  (hut  our  Eyes, 
perceive,  that  tho'  the  abfolutc  Power  of  the  Fnncb  Government 
enables  thofe  who  adminifler  it,  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  laft 
Man  and  the  laft  Shilling  that  Kingdom  can  raife,  for  the  Sup- 
port of  their  ambitious  rroje£h,  yet  when  this  is  done,  no  Po* 
licy,  however  refined,  can  repair  that  Wafte  of  Wealth,  or  re- 
ftore  their  extenuated  Strength,,  in  a  fbort  Space  of  Time. 

Power  may  fuperfede  the  Laws  of  Reafon,  Humanity  and 
Tuftice ;  but  human  Power  cannot  conftjrain  the  Laws  of  Nature. 
When  a  People  are  exhaufted,  they  muft  have  Time  to  recruit ; 
and  tho'  it  may  be  very  well  fuppofed,  that  in  an  abiqlute  Go- 
vernment, this  will  be  fo  hr  bonk  being  prevented,  that  all  ima- 
ginable Pains  will  be  taken  to  further  and  facilitate  their  Reco- 
very, yet  a  vety  little  Penetration  will  dew  us,  that  even  this 
cannot  be  immediately  done }  for  thofe  who  adminifter  fuch  a 
Government,  being  always  jealous  of  their  Neighbours,  cannot 
turn  tlicir  Thoughts  inftantly,  or  at  Icaft  not  intirely,  even  to 
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*hls  neoeflary  Point ;  for  tho*  fuch  a  Recovery  is  requifite,  yet 
Sclf-Prefervation  remains  ftill'  Ae  firft  Law,  and  confequendy 
Piovifion  muft  be  made  for  that. 

When  an  ^folute  Government  is  not  preparing  to  attack  her 
Neighbours,  flte-muft  be  occupied  in  providing  againft  any  Dan- 
ger, that  may  refult  from  her  being  fuddenly  attacked;  and  there^ 
fore  whatever  the  Bulk  of  the  People,  whatever  thofc  who  have 
thelntereft  of  the  People  oo]y  at  Heart,  may  wifh  or  plead  for, 
the  Miniflers  under  fuch  a  Government  will  attend  to  that,  and 
will  not  fiiffer  their  Oarss  to  be  called  off  to  any  other  Obje^ 
before  what  reg^s  this,  upon  which  their  Power  depends,  is 
thoroughly  fettled. 

We  fee  that  in  Fad  this  was  the  Caie  in  France,  immediately 
upon  the  Conclufion  of  the  War :  The  People  took  it  then  for 
granted,  that  the  extraordinary  Taxes  fhould  ccafe  at  €>nce  i  they 
promifed  this  to  themfelves,  and  they  had  been  promifed  it  by  the 
Crown ;  yet  their  Wifhes  and  Expedations  were  not  anfwered. 
The  Parliament  interpoied  in  their  Behalf;  and  it  is  amazing, 
that  no  Account  was  ever  publiflied  here  of  the  Subftance  of  their 
Remonftrances,  which  were  in  FJSeSt  to  this  Purpofe:  That 
extraordinary  Taxes  could  only  be  paid  chearfully  upon  extraor- 
dinary Occafions,  and  from  the  Hopes  of  being  fpeedily  delivered 
from  them  ;  and  therefore  to  deprive  Men  of  thefe  Hopes,  was 
to  render  them  Bankrupts  in  their  Fortunes,  and  defperate  in  their 
Difpofitions :  That  to  pay  Debts  was  a  good  Thing  in  itfelf, 
and  certainly  tended  to  the  Relief  of  the  People ;  but  this  Relief 
being  diftant,  and  the  People  ftanding  in  Need  of  immediate 
£afe,  the  latter  was  a  more  fuitable  Relief  than  the  former :  That 
Indigence  was  a  Defence  even  againft  abfoiute  Power,  and  there* 
fore  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  if  the  extraordinary  Taxes  were 
paid,  the  oidinary  Revenue  of  the  Crown  would  be  greatly 
diminiflied,  and  confequently  new  Debts  be  incurred  fafler  than 
the  old  ones  difcharged. 

But  did  thefe  Remonftrances  prevail  I  No ;  only  inftcad  of 
the  Tenth,  the  Twentieth  Penny  was  impofed :  For  tho'  it  is 
highly  probable  the  Miniftry  were  fenfible  of  the  Force  of  this 
Reafoning,  and  of  the  Diftrefs  of  the  Nation,  yet  being  at  the 
lame  time  more  fenfible  of  the  Wants  of  the  Government,  as 
concerning  them  more,  they  thought  fit  to  poftpone  the  Relief 
of  the  People  to  what  they  will  certainly  call  the  Intereft  of 
the  State. 

Thus  I  prefume  it  is  made  tolerably  plain,  that  with  all 
her  Power  and  Policy,  Prance  cannot  in  a  few  Years  recover 
the  Lodes  (he  has  fuftained  in  the  laft  War ;  nor  will  it  be 
within  the  Compafs  of  her  Abilities,  intirely  to  give  thofe  En- 
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couragcmentt  aijd  Affiftances  to  her  Allies,  that  very  poffiWy  thcjr 
were  piadc  to  expcfl:  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace ;  and  if  this 
Ihould  happen,  there  is  thc.higheft  Probability,  that  thofe  Allies 
will  vary  their  Syftcm  as  their  Intcrefts  fliall  direflj  and  what 
the  Confequences  of  this  may  be,  I  (hall  not  venture  to  fareteO. 

1  Ihall  only  take  the  Liberty  of  adding  upon  fo  nice  a  Suljcdl^ 
that  the  part  Frmuc  has  hitherto  a<Sed,  both  in  the  North  and  ia 
Germany^  renders  it  fufficiently  evident  that  a  general  War  upoa 
TerTiiSj  any  way  like  thofe  of  the  la/l^  is  by  no  means  her  Aim; 
which  fcrves  to  juftify  what  fome  of  her  moft  able  State/men  haarc 
4ipon  certain  Occafions  declared  ;  That  the  laft  War  was  fo  far 
from  being  of  her  Contrivance,  that  flie  was  carried  into  it  by 
Conftraint,  and  never  comprehended  the  full  Extent  of  her  £n* 
gagemeots,  till  ihe  was  called  upon  to  comply  with  them,  and 
this  under  Circumftances  that  would  not  well  admit  of  Rdfufid. 
We  may  therefore  prefume  Ihe  will  fcarce  bring  herfelf  int)» 
thefiime  State  again. 

We  might  very  eafily  carry  our  Refleflions  farther,  and  enter 
into  a  Multitude  of  entertaining  as  well  as  inflruSive  Difquifi- 
tions,  on  a  variety  of  curious  and  important  SubjetSs  ;  fuch  as 
the  /Zf  Treatment  of  a  Per/on  who  bad  certainly  deferved  weS. 
from  France;  the  incredible  Pains  ufcd,  and  the  ipimenie  Ex- 
pence  incurred  to  put  her  Marine  not  only  on  a  fair,  but  on  a 
formidable  Footing ;  the  bold  Steps  taken  at  home  in  humbling 
both  the  Clergy  and  the  Parliament ;  the  vigorous  Meafures  pur-, 
fued  in  the  Eajf^  and  her  artificial  Management  in  the  IFefi 
Indies  I  together  with  another  Event  more  important  than  all  of 
thefe.  But  vtz forbear  from  this  finglc  Copftder^tion^  that  fince  the 
Time  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  B  a  yes,  tno*  the  Arts  of  Cyphering  sLod 
Decyphering  have  been  greatly  hnproved,  yet  we  have  entirely  /g/f 
that  more  ingenious  and  ufeful  Art of  penning  a  Wbifper. 

To  conclude,  it  feems  highly  probable,  and  it  is  to  be  wifhed 
that  Experience  may  not  confirm  it ;  that  if  France  has  again  re- 
courfe  to  Amis^  ihe  will  endeavour  to  do  her  Budntkfingly^  fo 
as  to  avoid  being  drawn  into  a  burthenfome  and  unfathomable 
•Exjpence,  in  fupporting  Allies,  as  well  as  of  carrying  on  Wars  in,  • 
different  Places.  She  will  labour  to  divide  before  fhe  attempts 
ftriking  a  Bhwy  and  will  praftife  every  Art  to  hinder  ^particular 
from  becoming  a  ^C»^tf/  Quariel,  and  it  is  highly  pcffible,  will 
give  up  with  this  View,  that  Point  which  it  may  be  apprehended 
ihe  has  7no/i  at  Heart  ;  in  confcquence  of  fome  Equivalent  either 
to  herfelf  or  her  Allies,  I  think  a  fiarther  Explanation  neediefs  j  if 
the  Reader  difTers  in  Opinion,  Tim  e  before  this  Book  comes  to 
another  Imprcffion  will  decide  the  Difference,  and  it  will  afford 
mc  great  Satista^Jlion  to  find  the  Mtfake  on  my  i-idc. 

2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XL 

^e  nifiory  of  Spain,  under  the  Houfe  ^  Auftria  j 
the  pq/fing  of  that  Crown  into  the  Family  of 
Bourbon  j  the  Confequences  of  this  Alteration^ 
and  the  prefent  Maxims  of  Governments  true 
Inter  eft s^  and  political  ConmSlions  of  that  King^ 
dom. 

WE  are  now  to  prefent  the  Rcaierwith  a  fuccinfl  Hiftocy 
of  Spain^  in  order  to  give  a  clear  Account  of  her  politi- 
cal Interefts  and  Connexions.  Every  body  knows  how  much  it 
imports  us  to  be  acquainted  wiih  them,  and  many  are  by  this 
Time  fenfible  of  the  Misfortunes  we  have  more  than  once 
brought  upon  ourfelves,  by  not  being  fufficiently  informed 
about  them.  The  Crown  of  Spain  is  now  one  of  the  moft  con* 
fiderable  Powers  of  Europty  but  it  has.  not  always  been  fo.  That 
great  Country  was  formerly  divided  into  feveral  Kingdoms  \ 
and  it  was  not  till  towards  the  latter*  End  of  the  fifteenth  Cen- 
tury^ that  moft  of  them  came  to  be  united  under  Ferdinand  and 
JfaheUa. 

That  King  was  reputed  the  wifeft  Prince  of  his  Time,  and 
his  Queen,  without  being  fo  reputed,  was  really  the  wifeft 
crown'd  Head  in  that  Age.  Ferdinand  ftudied  to  extend  his 
Power,  Ifabella  laboured  to  make  her  Subje£ls  great  and  happy. 
It  was  to  him  that  his  Succeflbrs,  in  a  great  meafure,  owe  their 
being  abfolute  at  home,  but  it  is  to  her  they  are  indebted  for 
the  Figure  they  have  iince  made  abroad.  In  a  Word,  it  was 
his  Policy  that  made  the  Kings  of  Spain  great,  it  was  her  Vir- 
tues that  made  the  Crown  fo.  / 

There  were  three  Things  that  fell  out  under  their  ^Reigns, 
which  intirelv  altered  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  Sfain^  and  there- 
by changed  the  Syftem  of  Europe.  The  firft  was  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  Crowns  of  Cajfi/e  and  Leon,  with  the  Domi- 
nions that  belonged  to  each  of  them ;  and  this  was  brought 
about  by  their  Marriage.  The  fecond  was  the  total  Exdufion  of 
the  Moorsy  which  was  effected  by  the  Conqueft  of  Granada,  the 
laft  of  thofe  Principalities  which  they  had  ereSed  in  that  Coun^ 
try ;  and  which  the  Union  of  their  Dominions  put  it  in  the 
Power  of  thefc  Princes  to  accomplifh.  The  third  was  the  Dif- 
'  coverjr 
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£Overy  of  the  New  World,  and  the  annexing  of  ity  when  dif- 
covered,  to  their  Dominions ;  by  which  Spain  may  be  iaid  to 
commence  her  Maritime  Power. 

Thus  in  the  Compiafs  of  about  thirty  Y«rs,  Spain  became 
beyond  all  Comparifon  the  greateft  Power  in  Europe^  which 
before  was  verv  inconfiderable.  For  this  Firdinand  and  his 
Queen  Ifabella  oegan  their  Reign  in  1472 ;  the  Queen  died  in 
J 504,  and  the  King  in  1516,  after  uniting  the  Kingdoms  of 
Nap/is  and  Navarre^  under  various  Pretences,  to  the  reft  of  his 
already  extenfive  Dominions. 

This  is  a  fliort  Account  of  the  Growth  of  the  Spanijb  Power 
to  the  opening  of  the  fixteenth  Centurv,  from  which  Time 
it  is  amohittly  neceffary  that  we  fliould'  have  more  diftinft 
Notions  of  its  gradual  Progrefs,  greateft  Height,  and  fubfe- 
quent  Declenfion,  as  well  as  of  the  ereat  Change  that  has.  hap- 
pened from  its  paffing  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  into  that 
of  Botirboriy  which  occafioned  the  laft  general  War,  and  has 
been  the  Obje£t  of  the  principal  Negotiations  in  Europe  ever 
fince. 

That  we  may  do  this  efFe£tually,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep 
as  much  within  Bounds  as  poffible,  we  (hall  firft  of  all  give  a 
brief  Defcription  of  the  Power  acquired  by  Charles  V.  who 
Was  at  once  Emperor  of  Germany*  King  of  Spain  and  jVtf* 
pUs^  Mafter  of  a  great  Part  of  Italy,^  and  Lord  of  the  whole 
Low-Coufitries^  as  well  thofe  that  now  form  the  Republick  of 
the  United  Provinces^  as  thofe  which  are  ftiled  the  Spanijh 
Netherlands^  and  belong  mofUy  to  the  Empreis  Queen  of  //«»- 
gary.    , 

We  fhall  next  give  a  fliort  View  of  the  Rcign  of  Philip  U. 
who,  if  ambitious  Princes  are  to  be  ftiled  fo,  was  the  wifeft 
King,  at  leaft  the  greateft  Politician,  that  Europe  ever  iaw, 
and  in  that  Quality  bid  the  faireft  for  univerfal  Monarchy ;  in 
his  Pretentions  to  which,  he  was  rather  defeated  by  Providence 
than  either  by  the  Power  or  Prudence  of  thoie  that  oppolcd 
him,  and  yet  he  had  to  deal  with  fome  of  the  greateft  Princes 
that  ever  ruled  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 

We  fliall  in  the  third  place  fliew,  how  that  mighty  Power 
which  he  eftabliflied  dwindled  away  and  funk  to  nothing  under 
his  Succeffors ;  fo  that  at  laft  tfiey  were  proteflcd  in  the  Poffef* 
fion  of  their  Dominions,  by  thofe  very  Powers  that  had  been 
raifed  upon  their  Ruin.  A  ftrange  Revolution  this !  but  of 
all  that  has  happened  in  Europe  the  moft  wortbv  of  Attention  i 
becaufe  it  (hews  us  haw  the  moft  potent  Governipents  are 
infeebled  and  brought  to  Decay  by  ali-grafping  Princes  \  ao4 
bow  Providence  couaterafU  human  Pdicy«  fo  ti%.te  it^y^  Events 
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diriedly  contrary  to  their  Intentions,  from  the  Plans  laid  down 
and  executed  by  the  ableft  Statefmen,  Co  gratify  the  Defires  of 
the  moft  ambitious  Princes. 

Laftly,  We  flull  give  an  impartial  Account  of  the  M annef 
in  which  this  Kingdom  changed  its  Mafters,  and  how  all  Eu'* 
rope  came  to  acmiiefce  at  laft  in  its  remaining  in  the  Poflel&on 
of  the  late  King  rhiUp  V<  tho'  a  younger  Branch  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bsurbon. 

We  have  in  a  foregoing  Article  relating  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria^  given  an  Account  of  the  Defcent  of  Charles  V.  who 
was  the  Grandibn  of  Ferdinand  and  IfaheUa  by  their  only 
Daughter,  and  who  fucceeded  firft  to  the  Low-CountrieSf  of 
whidi  he  was  alfo  a  Native }  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  retained  for  them  a  ftrpng  AfFe&ion  as  long  as  he 
lived.  It  was  this  AiFeAion,  however,  that  rendered  him'  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  Spaniardsy  who  on  the  other  hand  were  never 
very  agreeable  to  him ;  and  though  by  the  Affiftance  of  two 
very  able  Miniflers,  he  governed  that  Nation  very  quietly 
*  dunng  the  beft  part  of  his  Reign,  yet  there  never  was  any 
cordial  Afieftion  between  him  and  hrs  Subje&  in  that  King-" 
dom. 

It  is  true,  that  for  the  fake  of  the  prodigious  Revenues  which 
he  drew  from  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Europe  and  America^  ho 
behaved  toward  them  always  with  great  Civility  and  Condef- 
cenfion,  and  countenanced  that  PrcpoiTcilion  in  their  Favour^ 
which  was  ibewn  by  his  Son  PhiUp  even  in  his  In&ncy.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Fortune  of  the  Emperor,  who  gained  the 
higheft  military  Reputation  by  a  long  Series  of  Victories,  in- 
creafed  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Italy^  humbled  the  French 
Power,  brought  King  Francis  I.  Prifoner  to  Madrid^  and  car- 
ried the  Terror  of  his  Arms  into  Africa^  made  him  in  fome 
meafure  popular  amongft  the  Spaniards^  naturally  the  moft  loyal 
People  in  Ettrope^  and  extremely  charm'd  with  heroic  Courage 
in  their  Princes. 

But  on  the  one  hand  the  Emperor  did  not  forcfee  in  the  for- 
mer Part  of  his  Reign,  the  Impoffibility  of  fecuring  all  his  Do- 
minions to  his  Son,  which  if  he  had  done,  he  would  certainly 
have  aded  other  wife  than  he  did,  and  have  been  more  tender  of 
the  Intercfi  of  Spain^  and  more  prudent  in  the  Difpofition  of 
that  immenfe  Wealth  which  accrued  to  him  from  the  Pofieffion 
of  it.  He  faw  this  in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Days,  and  then  he 
changed  his  Scheme  of  proceeding;  he  endeavoured  toauement 
his  S^aritime  Force,  and  by  the  Marriage  of  his  Son  rhilip 
^Mth  Mary  Queen  of  England,  fought  to  eftablifh  a  new  Con- 
nexion betweei>  the  di&cent  Parts  s>i  his  Dominions,  and  at 
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^  (kiiie  time  to  futround  France^  and  keep  her  in  continual 
Dependence. 

The  Spaniards  were  as  much  deceived  on  the  other  hand  in 
their  Notions  for  the  great  Conquefts  and  mighty  Grandeuf 
of  the  Emperor ;  as  they  were  gained  at  their  Expence^  fo  they 
were  kept  by  the  fame  Means }  and  this  exhaufted  Spain  botn 
of  Men  and  Money,  drew  from  her  all  the  Wealth  fhc  derived 
from  her  Indies  even  fafter  than  it  came  in^  and  by  putting  it 
into  the  Power  of  the  Court  to  confer  honourable  and  profitable 
Employments  upon  he^  Grandees,  extinzuifhed  thofe  Principles 
of  Honour  and  Patriotifm  for  which  they  had  been  formerly 
famous,  and  made  them  the  Flatterers  of  Princes,  and  Depen- 
dents on  their  Minifters^  which  their  free*born  Anceftors  woul^ 
have  defpifed. 

It  muft  be  allow'd^  that  confidering  the  End  he  aim'd  at» 
this  Monarch  laid  down  a  right  Plan,  and  commonly  fpeaking, 
purfued  it  fteadily ;  he  was  alfo  generally  fuccefsful^  and  after 
the  Battle  of  Pavia^  ftood  very  fair  for  carrying  his  great  De- 
fign  into  Execution  i  But  in  the  Decline  of  Life  he  was  lefs 
fortunate,  or  rather  he  was  better  known ;  all  the  Powers  in 
Europe  were  upon  their  Guard,  and  that  fraudulent  Policy,  by 
which  he  had  been  fo  great  a  Gainer,  grew  not  only  ufele^ 
but  was  alfo  turned  upon  himfdf. 

Hence  it  was,  that  almofl  every  where  his  Affairs  began  to 
decline.  The  Princes  of  Germany  would  no  longer  truft  him  i 
the  Pope  and  the  Italian  Princes  were  continually  plotting  againft 
him ;  Prdnce  begat!  to  recover  its  Power,  aikl  even  in  the  Lew^ 
Countries^  which  had  been  always  the  moil  favoured  Part  of  his 
Dominions,  he  met  with  fuch  Mortifications,  as  forced  him  to 
think  of  a  Refignation,  which  he  executed  with  Repugnance^ 
and  repented  as  foon  as  he  had  made  it. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  laid  afide  his  Scheme  of 
liniverial  Monarchy ;  he  was  indeed  fatisfied,  that  it  could  ne* 
ver  be  brought  to  bear  in  his  own  Time,  but  he  flatter'd  him* 
felf  to  the  lafl  that  it  could  not  efcape  his  Son.  He  knew  the 
Difpofirion  of  Philip  exadly,  and  tho'  he  was  not  fo  great  a 
Hero,  he  was  rather  a  more  refined  Politician  than  he ;  and 
therefore  he  took  all  imaginable  Pains  to  infufe  into  his  Mind 
the  fame  Views,  the  fame  Paffions,  and  the  iamb  Principles  of 
Policy,  that  had  governed  himfelf. 

It  was  to  facilitate  this,  that  at  the  Time  of  his  Refignation 
he  put  into  his  Hands  a  Syftem  of  the  Art  of  War,  and  another 
of  Government,  of  his  own  compofmg;  both  excellent  in 
their  kind,  but  fatal  to  his  Pupil,  and  to  the  Spanifi  Nation* 
Pbitip  received  thefePrefents  morerefpe^fuUy  tban  he  had  done 
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Ills  Father^s  Dominioos,  and  ftudied  them  with  ftich  Diligtnctf^ 
that  he  was  foon  in  a  Condition  to  have  given  the  like  Lefions 
himfelf.  The  Spaniards  even  at  this  Time,  retain  the  Mcmo- 
xy  of  this  Fadl,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a  proverbial  Expreffionr 
!i  hat  in  all  great  Emergencies^  their  AEniJlers  are  wont  to  confult. 
the  Spirit  ^  Charles  V.  which  is  but  too  true,  for  they  profe- 
cuted  his  Maxims  till  they  wore  out  the  Force  and  Riches  of 
this  opulent  and  potent  Nation  ;  and  came  to  be  in  that  deplor- 
able State  in  which  we  fhall  hereafter  find  them. 

In  1558,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  died  in  his  Retirement, 
diflatisfied  with  the  World,  his'  Son,  ahd  himfelf  i  but  at  the 
fiime  time  with  a  full  Profped  of  Philip's  becoming  Mafter  of 
the  greateft  Fart  of  Europe^  either  by  Force  of  Arms,  or  by 
Dint  of  his  Intrieues.  He  left  him,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
a  moft  formidable  Prince;  for  he  had  juft  triumphed  over  the 
French^  by  a  decifive  Viftory,  had  recovered  all  his  Dominions 
in  Itafyy  was  in  full  Poffeffion  of  the  Low-CountrieSj  and  had 
fo  much  Power  in  England^  a»  enabled  him  to  employ  the  whole 
Strength  of  this  Nation  for  his  Service,  diredly  againft  its  own 
Interefts. 

To  fay  Truth,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  timely  Death  of  his 
Confort  Queen  Mary^  there  is  hardly  any  Doubt  to  be  made, 
that  he  would  have  carrredJiis.  Point ;  and  have  annexed  this 
Crown,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  to  the  reft  of  his  Territories, 
which  as  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  the  general  Good  of  Europe^ 
would  have  been  no  lefs  deflrudUve  to  our  Anceftors  in  particu- 
lar, as  we  (hall  perhaps  have  an  Occafion  to  iliew  more  largely 
in  another  Part  of  tliis  Work. 

Philip  II.  began  his  Reign  with  much  Reputation,  and  in 
the  War  which  he  entered  into  with  Prance^  had  at  firft  great 
SucccfTes,  which  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  Fidelity  and  Virtues 
of  his  Subjedls  in  the  Loiv-Countries,  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, that  he  fuffercd  his  Affairs  to  continue  in  this  Situation  ; 
he  was  bent  upon  returning  to,  and  living  in  l>pain  \  he  pre- 
ferred none  but  the  Natives  of  that  Country,  and  fhewed  hin\- 
fclf  fonder  of  their  Cuftoms,  and  Manner  of  Living,  than  was 
fit  for  a  Prince,  who  had  fuch  exrenfive  Dominions,  and 
People  of  fuch  difFcrent  Tempers,  and  Difpofitions,  under  his 
Obedience. 

He  attempted  like  wife  upon  their  Liberties,  and  was  de- 
firous  of  leaving  Spanijh  Troops  in  their  principal  Cities, 
under  the  Command  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^  and  Count 
Egrnont;  but  the  People  abfolutcly  rcfuftd  to  fubmit,  and 
foon  after  the  Troubles  in  thofe  Pans  began.  The  Spaniards 
miftook  their  Interefts  in  this  Refpedl  intirely  j  they  were  pleafed 
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at  what  l^ad  happened  ;  they  rejoiced  at  their  having  a  King 
intireiy  Spamft>\  and  looked  upon  the  Revolt  of  the  Flemngty 
as  a  l^hing  that  muft  prove  very  advantageous  to  them,  as  k 
would  afford  the  King,  not  only  an  Opportunity  of  curtailing 
4heir  Privileges,  but  of  confifcating  their  Eflates,  and  beftow- 
ing  them  upon  his  Favourites,  or  in  other  Words,  upon  them- 
felves. 

But  they  were  convinced  by  Experience  of  the  Folly  of  thefe 
Notions  ;  for  the  People  of  the  Lew-Countries  were  not  to  be 
frighted  out  of  their  Privileges,  and  therefore  to  deprive  them 
by  Force,  Troops  were  continually  to  be  fent  from  Spain^ 
and  to  be  maintained  when  fent  in  the  Low-Countries y  which 
inftead  of  becoming,  as  Philip  intended,  a  Place  of  Anxi^, 
from  whence  he  might  at  Pleafure  invade  either  France  dt 
England,  they  became  in  Reality  the  Theatre  of  a  War,  where 
at  a  very  fmall  Expence  the  Englijh  and  trench  broke  the  Force 
of  the  Spamjh  Monarchy,  while  thus  employed  againft  its  own 
Subje£^s.  This  was  the  firft  and  great  Miftake^  of  his  Reign, 
a  Miftake  which  how  much  foever  he  might  repent,  he  could 
never  repair  *,  a  Miftake  that  was  equally  fatal  to  his  own 
Power,  and  ufeful  in  creating  a  Diverfion  to  his  Neighbours, 
who  but  for  this  Miftake  would  have  run  a  very  great  Hazard 
of  becoming  like  wife  his  Subjefts. 

Another  great  Miftake  committed  bv  Philip  II.  was  his  con* 
fidering  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  his  own  ambitious  - 
Projefts  only,  without  the  leaft  Attention  to  the  Welfare  of  his 
Subjefb.  He  faw  his  Dominions  daily  thinned  by  the  Lodes 
his  Army  fuftained  j  he  faw  the  Trade  of  his  People  decline, 
chiefly  from  the  heavy  Load  of  Taxes  which  he  impofed  ;  he 
faw  likcwife  the  naval  Power  of  his  Kingdom  continually  fink, 
from  his  employing  almoft  all  the  Shipping  and  Seamen  in  his 
Dominions,  in  a  Variety  of  Expeditions,  many  of  which  were 
unfuccefsful,  in  refpedl  to  the  Views  that  he  propofed,  and  all 
of  them  were  exceedingly  ruinous  to  the  £'/><ar;7f/&  Nation. 

He  had  no  Confideraiion  of  this,  but  aded  as  if  his  People 
had  been  Brute  Beafts,  in  which  he  had  a  Property,  without 
being  under  any  Obligation  to  take  care  of  them.  He  was  fo 
confummate  a  roHtician,  that  he  did  nothing  without  a  View, 
and  thought  of  no  other  Views  than  his  own  ;  by  which  he  ftript 
his  People  of  their  Wealth,  without  providing  for  their  Supply  | 
which  made  an  Italiam  Wit  compare  him  to  a  bad  Horfeman^ 
who  rode  his  Beaft  hard,  and  feldom  gave  him  a  Meal's  Meat. 
It  was  to  this  Principle,  that  he  owed  that  Firmnefs^  or  rather 
InfcnriLility,  for  which  he  was  fo  famous* 
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He  ihewpd  n(y  Emotion  on  ill  News^  becaufe  he  was  curdeft 
of  the  l^ives  and  Fortunes  of  hi^  Subjedb ;  and  how  much  fo« 
ever  he  might  feel  hb  own  Difappointements,  he  had  no  Feeling 
at  all  for  the  Sufferings  and  Mi^ortunes  of  thofe  whom  he  em- 
ployed, but  r^arded  the  Lois  of  them  as  a  Thing  of  courfe^ 
ana  fcarce  worthy  of  his  Notice, 

A  third  Error  in  the  Condpdtofthis  great  Prince,  was  th^ 
over-rating  his  own  Power,  which  led  him  to  undertake  feversd 
great  Projects,  without  giving  himfelf  Time  to  execute  any 
one  of  them;  by  which  he  multiplied  the  Number  of  his  £ne? 
mies^  and  put  that  in  the  Power  of  many,  which  could  -have 
been  executed  iingly  by  nooe.  As  for  Inftance,  he  attacked 
England  while  he  was  eneaged  in  fubduing  the  Low-Countries 
and  in  the  Midft  of  the  War  (his  drew  upon  him,  he  broke 
W'th  ftancf. 

Thus  one  Proje^  embarrailed  and  confounded  another,  by 
which  in  tiie  End  they  all  mifcarried,  except  the  Conqueft  of 
Portugal^  which  he  committed  entirely  to  the  Management 
of  the  Duke  of  Ahay  who  reduce^  the  whole  Kingdon  in 
fifty-eight  Days.  This  fliews  what  he  might  have  done,  if 
))e  had  proceeded  always  in  that  Method  ;  as  his  fending  the 
puke  of  Parma  to  the  Relief  of  the  League  in  France^  which 
gave  the  Dutch  an  Opportunity  of  recovering  their  Affairs,  is 
^  evident  Demonftr^ition  that  he  failed  i|i  his  other  Defigns, 
by  undertaking  more  than  one  at  once. 

Thcfe  ProjeSs  are  all  fufficiently  well  known  to  the  World, 
as  well  as  various  Expeditions  he  caufed  to  be  undertaken 
^inft  the  Turh^  and  other  Infidels,  and  fome  occasional  Di- 
verfions  made  by  his  Forces  in  Itahf.  In  refpe^l  to  all  thefe,  the 
Spaniards  pleafed  themfelves  with  ropiantick  Speculations,  fucb 
as  thfit  the  Sun  never  fet  in  their  Mafier's  Dominions  \  that 
while  he  meditated  in  his  Clofet  at  the  EfcuriaU  the  Plans  werp 
laid  there,  by  which  both  Hemifpheres  were  governed,  and  the 
Forces  of  Spain  awed  at  the  £une  Time  both  £«r^/  and  the 

Deiufive  Dreams  pf  boundleis  Grandeur  !  which  made  but 
very  poor  Amends  for  the  dreadful  DiflrefTcs  that  thefe  am- 
bitious Purfuits  had  brought  upon  their  exhaufted  Country ; 
and  which  ferve  tp  Ihew  us,  that  the  Exapfiples  of  Princes 
are  frequently  as  fatal  to  their  Subjects  as  their  falfe  Politicks, 
by  infpiring  them  with  the  fame  fond  Paffion  for  extcnfivc 
Dominions,  which  fwell  their  own  Breafts,  and  fomake  that 
the  Objea  of  both  their  Wiihes,  whjch  is  equally  deftrutaive 
tobptbthejirlntprcfts.  ' 
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It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  th^t  towards  ^e  latter 
End  of  his  Life  this  great  Politician  altered  his  Views,  and 
out  bf  Regard  to  the  Feacc  of  his  Pofterity,  b^an  to  thirik 
of  fecuring  that  of  his  Subjects.  In  order  to  this  he  eave 
the  Low^Countries  in  Dowry  to  his  Daughter  Ifabella-CKra'- 
Bugenia^  whon>  he  married  to  her  Couiin  the  Archduke 
Albert^  in  Hopes  that  this  might  have  drawn  back  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  revolted  Provinces  to  their  Duty ;  and  tho*  this 
Contrivance  failed,  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  it  was  very 
well  contrived,  and  had  a  very  fair  Appearance. 

He  took  care  to  difpofe  Matters  for  a  Peace  with  England^ 
and  if  he  did  not  conclude  it,  it  was  very  probably  in  nopes 
of  making  better  Terms  with  her  Succeflbr,  if  Quten  Eliza- 
hth  had  died.  But  in  regard  to  France^  which  he  found  re- 
covered Strength  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
Henry  IV.  being  peaceably  feated  on  the  Throne,  he  made 
hafte  to  compromife  his  Differences,  that  he  might  leave  his 
Dominions  quiet  on  that  Side,  As  to  Portugal^  tho' he  ob- 
tained it  by  Conqueft,  he  fought  to  preferve  it  by  a  very 
mild  and  gentle  Government,  and  laboured  all  th^t  lay  in 
hjs  Power  to  make  the  People  conceive  it  their  IntercA  to 
fcon^inue  united  with  Sfain\  which  might  probably  have  been 
efEe6led,  if  he  had  not  put  his  Son  Don  Carlos  to  Death,  who 
was  likewife  the  Son  of  Mary  Infanta  of  Portugal  But  the  Peo» 
pie  were  fo  averfe  to  the  Sphnijh  Dominion,  that  their  Priefts 
put  into  their  Litanies  a  Petition  to  God  to  deliver  them  from 
the  Cajlilian  Yoke. 

Thus  it  appears  plainly,  that  Experience  convinced  Philip  II. 
who  was  very  juftly  efteemcd  a  confummate  Politician,  of  his 
former  Errors,  and  in  a  manner  forced  him  to  fee  that  the  true 
Greatnefs  of  a  King  does  not  confift  in  Conquefts  ^nd  extend- 
ing his  Dominions,  but  in  governing  thofe  wifely  which  he 
jultly  poiTefles;  an4  in  makirig  his  Subject  rich  atid  happy^ 
rather  than  rendering  his  own  Family  great. 

His  lafti  Error  was  pommitted  when  he  was  verv  near  his 
JEnd,  and  was  of  all  others  the  moft  excufeable.  He  flatter'd 
himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of  governing  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  after 
his  Demife,  and  with  that  View  drew  up  a  Memorial  for  the 
Inftruflion  of  his  Son.  Vain  and  ambitious  Thoughts  !  fays 
the  French  Hiftorjan  Meziray  very  juftly ;  for  all  Princes  will 
govern  according  to  their  own  Fancy^  and  h^ve  little  or  no  re- 
gard to  the  Maxims  of  their  Predeceilors. 

He  died  on  the  13th  of  September  1598,  after  a  long  Reign^ 
in  which  he  obtained  the  Reputation  of  a  great  and  wife 
Princes  tho\  as  we  have  (hewn,  he  left  his  Kingdom  much 
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tifetker  than  he  found  it,  and  his  Subje£b  iippoycrifhed  i^ 
fuch  a  Degree  as  made  their  Recovery  difficult,  s^s  the  Conduft 
of  his  Succeflbrs  rendered  it  impra£licable. 

His  Son  PbiSp  III.  was  a  Prince  endowed  with  all  the 
Virtues  requifitc  to  have  rendered  him  happy  in  private  Life  ; 
but  without  thoie  Qualities  whigh  were  neceflary  to  make  a 
great  Monarch,  or  to  reform  the  Errors  of  his  Father's  Go- 
vernment. He  was  naturally  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  Difpofi-r 
tion,  and-  he  had  the  good  Fortune  to  confide  in  a  Minifter, 
whole  Talents,  if  they  were  not  great,  were  at  lead  fuch  as  en-  . 
ahled  him  to  do  much  Good. 

This  was  the  Duke  of  Lirma^  during  whofe  Adminiftratioi| 
a  foHd  Peace  was  concluded  with  England,  agreeable  to  the  dv- 
ing  Counfel  of  Philip  II.  He  alfo  made  a  Truce  with  the 
Dutch,  and  laboured  all  he  could  to  bring  the  Expences  of  the 
Government  within  fome  Bounds.  But  what  is  equally  ftrange 
and  remarkable,  this  happy  Temper  both  in  the  ^tng  and  hi^ 
Minifter  was  attended  with  an  unforefeen  Confequence,  which 
rendered  all  the  Expedationd  that  might  juftly  have  been 
formed  fi'om  thence  vain  and  abortive. 

It  ^ad  been  the  Policy  of  his  Father  to  Icflen  the  Power  and 
t6  abate  the  Credit  of  the  Grandees,  whom  he  hated,  and  who, 
no  ddubtj  had  as  little  RcfpeS  for  him ;  but  Philip  III.  pur- 
fued  a  contrary  Conduct,  he  had  an  AfFeftion  for  the  Spanijh 
Nation,  and  a  fincere  RefpeS  for  their  Nobility,  whom  there- 
fore he  brought  into  his  Councjls,  and  employed  in  his  AiFairs; 
but  it  fell  out,  that  their  Notions  were  diredly  oppofite  to 
thofe  of  the  Miniftcrj  they  thought  his  Love  of  Peace  a  Weak- 
nefs,  and  his  forming  no  Plan  foi*  extending  the  Dominions  of 
Spain  derogatory  from  the  Glory  of  the  Crown  5  and  by  adopt- 
ing the  Sentiments  of  the  Prince  whp  haid  humbled  them,  and 
trofling  the  Syftem  of  that  Government  under  which  they  had 
recovered  Credit,  they  made  Way  for  new  MIfchiefs,  and  forced 
the  King  upon  Mcafures'  difagreeable  to  hinifelf^  and  deftrudive 
to  his  Subjefts. 

One  of  thefe  was  the  moft  diftlnguifti'd  Tran(a<3ion  of 
his  Reign,  and  at  thie  fame*  Time  the  moA  fatal ;  and  thaf 
from  which  ^pain  derives  part  of  that  Mifery  under  which 
Jhe  labours  at  prefenti  This  was  the*  intire  driving  out  the 
Mori/cos^  or  the  Defcendcnts  of*  the  Moors^  that  (nliabitied  the 
Kingdom  of  Granada  and  the  Countries  adjacent,  to  the 
Number  of  nrne  hundred  thoufand  Perfons,  of  all  Ranksl 
Sexes,  and  Ages.  The  Pretence  was,  that  they  were  difafFedled 
%  id  irreconcileable  to  a  Chrlftian  Government,  as  b€ing  ftilj 

^Mohamfmdans  iti  \h&\t  UsaiTtiL      '       ^ 

^  '  In 


[313 -3 

tn  this,  no  doubt^  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Truth  ;  but 
iKrhen  the  fame  Expedient  was  propofed  more  than  once  Co 
t^hilif  II.  his  Anfwer  always  was,  You  muft  find  me  form  0iber 
Jidethodj  for  this  is  impralficabU.  Yet  under  this  Reign  it  waf 
not  only  refolv'd  upon  but  put  in  Execution ;  by  which  a  vaft 
Tra6t  of  Country,  and  that  too  the  moft  populous  in  Sjuun^ 
was  left  without  Inhabitants,  and  from  being  beyond  Com-' 
parifon  the  moft  fruitful  (becaufe  the  heft  cultivated)  Part  of 
that  great  Kingdom,  became  and  has  continued  ever  fince  al« 
moft^a  Defart.  For  whatever  thefc  People  were  with  refped  to 
Religion,  in  point  of  Morals  and  Induftry  they  were  far  from 
being  the  worft  of  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Suojefb ;  and  this 
driviqg  them  over  to  Barbary^  where  they  became  his  moft 
implacable  Enemies,  was  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  Miftakes 
in  Politicks  that  Hiftory  has  recorded. 

.  By  Degrees  the  Nobility  got  the  better  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma 
in  tne  Kind's  Opinion;  but  that  prudent  Minifter  forefeeing 
his  F^l,  ^0ok  c^re  to  fecure  his  Head,  which  he  knew  was 
aimed  at  by  his  Enemies,  by  covering  it  with  a  Cardinars  Gip. 
After  this  Difgrace  fome  Troubles  broke  out  in  Itdfy^  which 
proved  very  detrimental  to  the  Spanijb  Intereft ;  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  new  Miniftry  would  have  engaged  the  King 
in  a  new  War,  notwithftandin^  his  pacifick  Difpofition,  if  he 
had  not  been  removed  by  De^th,  which  bappen'd  on  the  lafl 
Day  of  March  1621. 

FhiUp  IV.  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age, 
gnd  the  firft  Action  of  his  Reign  feemed  to  fpeak  a  much 
higher  Genius  for  Government.  He  had  interpofed,  while 
Prince  of  AJiurias^  in  Favour  of  a  Gentleman  condemned  for 
Murder,  and  had  obtained  his  Father*s  Prpmife  for  a  Pardon, 
with  which  the  Relations  of  the  Criminal  were  fatisfied,  and 
did  not  make  hafte  to  take  it  out  in  Form.  After  the  King's 
Death,  the  Profecution  was  renewed,  and  the  new  King  di- 
refled  Execution.  Thofe  who  had  follicited  for  the  young  Man 
were  amazed,  and  rq)refented  to  his  Majefty  the  Inconftancy, 
as  they  conceived,  of  his  Behaviour.  His  Anf^ycr  was  very 
remarkable,  IVhile  a  private  Man^  faid  he,  there  was  Roorr^ 
in  rny  Breajl  for  CompaJ^on^  but  now  I  am  a  KIngy  it  is  intinljf 
taken  up  with  Jufiice^  All  Antiquity  does  not  furmfli  us  with 
a  Saying  more  fenfible  or  worthy  of  a  Monarch  j  but  alas ! 
eatera  ad  hanc  formam  non  erant. 

He  drove  his  Father's  Favourites  from  Court,  and  among 

.  theni  the  Duke  dUzeda^   the  unnatural  Son  of  the  Duke  of 

Lermoy   and  one  of  the  warmeft  Perfecutors  of  his  Father. 

fhis  was  certainly  right,  but  foon  after  he  fpoiled  the  Cardinal- 
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Diike  of  all  his  Fortune  which  had  been  left  him,  even  by 
the  Avarice  and  Severity  of  the  former  Minifters  i  and  this 
nvas  furely  wrong.  If  it  had  proceeded  from  a  Diflike  of  Fa-> 
vourites,  and  a  fettled  Reiblution  of  adminiftring  the  Go- 
vernment himfelf,  it  had  been  in  fome  meafure  excufeable; 
but  it  very  foon  appeared  that  this  was  very  far  from  being 
the  Cafe. 

He  raifed  OKvarez  to  the  Rank  of  Prime  Minifter,  who  is 
fo  well  known  in  Hlftory  by  the  peculiar  Title  of  the  Conde* 
Duh^  and  delivered  himfelf  up  to  him  intirely.  It  cannot  how* 
ever  be  denied  that  he  was  a  rerfon  of  great  Genius,  which  ap- 
pear'd  by  the  vaft  Defigns  he  formed  almoft  as  foon  as  he  came 
into  the  Minillry,  or  at  leaft  as  foon  as  he  was  placed  at  the 
Head  of  it ;  but  he  had  not  Time  to  execute  them,  for  as  it  fdl 
out  his  Parts  were  better  employed. 

We  have  (hewn  in  fpeaking  of  the  Aflfairs  of  the  Empire, 
what  were  the  Views  of  the  other  Branch  of  the  Houfc  of 
Aujiria  at  this  Time,  and  in  our  Account  of  the  laft  Reisn, 
we  have  taken  Notice,  that  a  very  ambitious  Miniftry  fucceeaed 
the  gentle  and  quiet  Adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma^  to 
whidi  he  muft  now  add,  that  among  the  firft  Steps  taken  by 
the  new  Minifter,  the  fupporting  the  Emperor  was  one  j  the 
breaking  the  Truce  with  the  Dutch  another  j  and  the  moft 
fcandalous  Breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Marriage  with  our  King 
QharUs  the  Firft,  then  Prince  of  JVaUs,,  who  made  a  romantick 
Voyage  to  ^pain  to  fetch  the  Infanta^  a  third. 

It  muft  however  be  confefs'd,  that  thefe  Ac^s  of  Power  were 
agreeable  to  the  King  and  to  his  Council ;  fo  that  they  cannot, 
ftriftly  fpeaking,  be  intirely  laid  to  the  Door  of  the  Minifter, 
tho'  the^  afterward^  were.  Thefe  Meafures  having  difobliged 
moft  of  the  great  Powers  in  Europej  occafioncd  in  '625,  the 
League  of  Avignqny  in  which  tho'  there  is  little  Mention  of  it 
in  our  Hiftories,  we  had  our  Share  as  well  as  in  fuftaining  the 
Affronts  that  occafioned  it* 

This  Le^ue  was  the  Effefb  of  the  ambitious  Efforts  of 
the  Houft  of  Aujir/a^  to  pbtain  an  univerfal  Monarchy  j  and 
the  Defign  of  it  was,  to  humble  that  Houfe  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
as  to  drive  fuch  a  pernicious  Notion  out  of  her  Councils,  or 
at  leaft  to  put  the  Accomplifliment  thereof  intirely  out  of  her 
Power,  by  attacking  her,  and  that,  too,  vigoroufly  on  all  Sides  at 
once.  This  was  perfeSIy  agreeable  to  the  modern  Do£lrine  of 
jhe  Ballance  of  Power,  which  is  in  Truth  the  only  political 
Do£irine  that  pan  prefcrve  publick-  Liberty,  and  hinder 
one  State  from  fwallowing  up  another,  till  fhe  becomes  too 
powerful  to  be  withftoo(j.    Hence  arifes  the  great  Importance 
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of  encouraging  and  commending  whatever  Is  written  abeut  i^ 
iince  the  very  Ruipour  and  Difcourfe  of  a  Ballance  produces 
fucb  Conceptions  even  in  common  Minds,  as  have  more  thaa 
once  contributed  to  preferve  it. 

It  was  in  Confequence  of  this  Plan  that  the  Dut^  attadc'd 
Brajily  the  KXngoi  France  2XiA  the  Dwkt  of  Saviy^  the  Repub- 
lick  of  Genoa  i  the  EngUJh^  Cadiz ;  the  King  of  Denmark  and 
the  Protefiants  of  Germany^  the  Emperor's  hereditary  Coun- 
tries ;  the  Venetians  too,  tho'  they  did  not  declare  openly,  yet 
underhand  affifted  the  Dulce  of  Savoy  and  the  Grifons  m  weak- 
ening the  Power  of  Spain  in  Italy ;  Bethlem  Gator  Prince  of 
Tran/ihaniay  with  the  Affiftance  oi  the  Turks^  fell  upon  Hun^ 
faryy  and  the  Dutch  privately  fupplied  the  Moors  with  Artillery 
and  Engineers  for  attacking  the  Fortrefles  of  Mam$ra  and 
Idtrache. 

It  is  certain,  that  this  DeTign  was  very  well  laid»  and  what 
is  not  common  where  Alliances  are  made  up  of  fo  many 
Parties^  almoft  every  Part  of  it  was  carried  into  Execution ;  fo 
^hat  never  any  two  Powers  fuftained  a  greater  Shock  than  the 
Emperor  and  Spain  from  this  Confederacy.  The  Courage 
^  Condu&  of  OUvare%^  however,  contributed  chiefly  to  di^ 
vert  this  Storm,  and  break  its  Force,  He  fent  a  Fltet  ia 
Time  to  Braftl^  that  recovered  from  the  Dutch  the  Bay  of 
jiU' Saints  J  and  the  Town  of  St.  Salvadore;  he  affifted  and 
delivered  the  Gpioeji  from  the  Danger  that  threaten'd  them  $ 
his  E^ifTaries  excited  fuch  Jealouhes  of  the  French  in  the 
Minds  of  the  Grifons^  as  determined  them  to  make  Peace  with 
Spain^  and  to  confent  that  the  Popiih  Religion  fhould  be 
^ftablifhed  in  the  Valteline^  on  Condition  that  it  was  reftored 
to  them ;  the  EngUJI>  mifcarried  in  their  Attempt  upon  Cadizj 
the  Dutch  loft  the  important  Town  of  Breda^  the  King  of 
Denmark  was  beaten  at  the  Battle  of  Lutter^  and  the  Moors 
iail'd  in  the  Siege  of  both  the  Fortrefles  of  Larache  and 
Jkfamora. 

This  ought  to  have  raifed  the  Reputation  of  the  Minifter  to 
tfie  greateft  Height  j  but  the  Envy  conceived  againft  him 
was  To  ftrong,  and  his  Sufpicions  and  Jealoufies  influenced  him 
to  that  exceffive  Degree,  that  he  was  fo  very  tenacious  of 
Power,  tho'  not  of  Nloney,  as  by  keeping  it  too  much,  and  at 
the  fame  time  too  apparently  in  his  Hands,  he  leflened  his 
own  vCredit,  and  injured  the  AfFairs  of  his  Maftcr. 

But  after  all  his  good  Fortune  he  really  miftook  the  Cafe, 
pf  that  Government  under  his  Care,  and  having  fucceeded 
againft  fo  powerful  a  Confederacy,  he  perfuaded  himfelf,  that 
l^e  niight  prevail  in  all  the  Schemes  be  had  devifed,  with* 
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out  confidering  how  iriuch  the  Strength  of  the  Kingdom  wa^ 
weakaiy  by  formerly  attacking  and  lately  refifting  fo  many 
Powors  ;  Experience  dcmonftrated  his  Miftalce,  for  the  King- 
dom that  recovered  by  his  Circumfpedion,  was  ruined  by  his 
Ambition9  juft  as  a  Patient  that  gets  over  a  Fever  is  fometimes 
loft  by  the  Confumption  that  attends  it,  for  w^t  of  {left  and 
Nourifbment. 

If  in  this  Time  of  Profpcrity  the  Minifter  had  given  Peace 
to  Spairij  he  had  faved  his  Country,  and  fecured  a  lafting 
Fame ;  but  by  negleSing  this,  and  endeavouring  to  perform 

feat  Feats  with  an  infirm  and  wafted  Body,  he  n^ade  Europe 
nfiUe  of  the  Weaknefe  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  qf  which 
all  Parties  took  their  Advantage.  The  Dutch  became  utterly 
antradable,  the  French  made  Conquefts  on  both  Sides  of  their 
Frontiers,  the  Catalonlans  revolted,  the  Portuguefe  declared  the 
Duke  of  Braganza^  King.  Great  Troubles  followed  in  Italy  i 
for  a  Fiflierman's  Boy  at  Naples  fubvcrted  that  Government  in 
three  Days,  and  might  have  made  himfelf  abfolute  Mafter  of 
the  Kingdom,  if  the  Populace  had  been  as  eafdy  governed  as 
they  were  inflamed. 

So  many  Misfortunes  upon  the  Back  of  each  other,  com- 
pelled the  Spani/h  Pride  to  fuit  itfelf  to  the  Circumftanccs  of  the 
Tim^ ;  in  Confequence  of  which,  a  Peace  was  made  with  the 
Dutch  upon  their  own  Terms ;  and  they  were  acknowledged  to 
be  a  free  State,  after  Spain  had  fpent  in  ready  Money,  three 
hundred  Millions  Sterlings  in  labouring  to  reduce  them,  if  their 
Accounts  may  be  depended  upon.  The  French  made  great  Ac- 
quifitions  in  the  Low-Countries^  the  War  in  Catalonia  mined 
that  Province,  the  Subjefts  of  Spain  in  Italy  grew  miferable, 
and  the  People  of  Portugal  maintained  their  Independency. 

The  Conde-Duke  all  this  Time  kept  his  Mafter  ih  fuch 
profound  Ignorance,  that  he  knew  not  the  Diftrefles  of  his 
Government,  wh«n  all  Europe  rung  of  them.  But  at  laft  this 
fell  heavy  upon  the  Minifter,  for  the  Queen,  at  the  Perfuafion 
of  the  Emperor,  having  once  broke  the  Ice,  Complaints 
againft  OUvarex  came  from  all  Ranks  of  People,  and  all 
Quartersof  the  S^^iw]^  Dominions  ;  fo  that  he  was  torn  from 
the  King,  whq  diredled  him  to  retire  a  fmall  Diftance  from 
the  Court;  he  obey'd ;  and  if  he  could  have  been  idle,  he 
might  have  recoveiecj  his  Power,  for  the  King  was  inclined  to 
recall  him. 

But  he  fpent  his  leifure  Haurs  in  writing  an  Apology  for 
his  Adminiftration,  in  which  he  flicwed  more  Wit  in  de- 
fending, than  he  had  ever  done  Prudence  in  his   Condud ; 
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and  this  reived  tfie  Rage,  ^d  exaijperated  the  Malice  of  his 
Enemies  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  banifli 
him  to  a  greater  Dlftance  from  Court,  where  his  Anguilh  and 
Difcontent  foon  killed  him.  In  the  Perfon  of  the  Conde-Duke 
de  OUvareTL  ended  the  Spirit  of  the  Adminiftration,  for  none 
that  fucceeded  him  were  in  any  Degree  equal  to  their  Employ* 
ment,  or  the  Circumftances  of  the  State. 

The  King  had  been  fo  long  ufed  to  devolve  the  Cares  of  Go- 
vernment upon  another  Perfon,  that  he  very  foon  made  Choice  * 
of  a  new  Minifter,  Don  Lewis  de  Har9^  a  Man  of  a  v&y  mo-  ' 
derate  Capacity,  wbofe  Views  reached  no  farther  than  main- 
taining the  Government  in  its  ufual  Order ;  and  whofe  only 
Ambition  was,  to  keep  his  Place.  The  great  Enemy  of  Spain 
was  now  dead,  for  Cardinal  Richelitu  had  a  particular  Aver- 
fion  to  that  Country  and  People ;  but  his  Succeflor  A^zarm 
was  of  a  milder  Difpofition,  and  befides,  the  Queen  Dows^er 
of  France  was  inclined  to  put  an  End  to  the  Difputes  between 
the  two  Kingdoms,  which  was  precifely  what  the  Spamjb  Mi- 
jiifter  moft  earneftly  deftred. 

The  Truth  is^  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  could  canyon  the  War 
AoJonger,  her  Armies  were  wore  out,  her  Treafures  were  ex- 
haufted,  many  of  her  Frontier  Places  loft,  and  moft  of  them 
run  to  Decay;  the  American  Commerce  fallen  much  below 
what  it  was,,  and  the  dependent  and  tributary  States  in  Itafy 
falling  off  every  Day.  Upon  this,  Neg^otiations  were  fet  on 
Foot  between  the  two  Crowns,  but  it  was  a  long  Time  before 
they  were  perfected,  and  then  the  two  Kings  were  to  have  an 
Interview,  as  the  Minifters  alfo  had,  upon  the  Frontiers  of  their 
refpedUve  Dominions. 

There  was  one  Thing  propofed  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Treaty,  which  made  hb  Catholick  Majefty  very  uneafy ;  and 
this  was  the  Marriage  of  his  Daughter  the  Infanta  Maria 
Therefa  with  the  French  King.  He  foreiaw  that  this  Marriage 
would  fome  time  or  other  transfer  the  Monarchy  of  Spain  from 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  that  of  Bourhon ;  the  Thought  of  which 
he  could  not  bear.  But  as  at  this  Time  he  had  feveral  other 
Children,  his  Minifters  perfuaded  him  that  this  was  an  ill- 
grounded  Apprchenfion,  and  that  nothing  but  this  Marriage 
could  render  the  Treaty  in  which  they  were  embarked,  fohd 
and  fecure. 

Befides,  thp  King  was  extremely  fet  upon  reducing  For-- 
tugalj  and  his  Minifter  made  him  believe^  that  a  Peace  with 
France  would  put  that  abfolutely  in  his  Power,  and  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  hope  the  Accomplifhment  of  it  ^y  other 
Way;  fo  that  at  laft  he  was  overcome,  and  confented  to 
the  Interview^  and  alfo  the  Marriage,  both  which  foo|i  after 
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took  place ;  to  whidi  ttie  War  made  againft  Spain  by  CrmiweB^ 
dieLofsofthelfland  of  Jamaica^  and  the  AiHftance  he  gave  the 
Frtncb  in  the  Low^Countries^  greatly  contributed. 

This  &mous  Treaty  of  the  Pyrennea  was  con<;luded  Novem-* 
far  7th,  i659>  by  which  the  French  Were  left  in  Pofleffion  of 
a  great  Part  of  thoir  Conquefts  in  Flanders^  Artoisy  Hainauli 
and  Luxembourg ;  but  snoft  of  the  Sea  Coafts  were  reftored  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  the  very  important  Port  of  Dunkirk  only 
excepted^  becaule  it  was  then  in  the  Hands  of  the  EngUJh  * 
The  French  likewife  reftored  fomc  Places  they  had  taken  in  the 
Milanefe^  feveral  Fortreffes  in  the  Franche^Comte^  or  County  of 
Surgtmdy^  and  all  that  Uiey  then  poflefled  in  Catalonioi  This 
was  the  moft  fair  and  equal  Peace  that  ivas  made  in  all  the  laft 
Century,  and  thofe  Politicians  that  annex  true  and  juft  No- 
tions to  the  famous  Term  of  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe^ 
mean  with  reipe£l  to  thefe  two  Crowns,  the  Treaty  of  the 
Pyrennees\  as  with  reference  to  G/rmtf»yi  they  mean  the  Trea* 
ties  of  Weftphaliai  and  in  regard  to  the  Nerthy  the  Treaty  of 
Oliva. 

All  Encroachments  therfefore  upon  this  Treaty,  by  the  Power 
ofFrancey  have  been  with  Juftice  confidered  as  ddftru£tive  of 
that  Ballance,  which  can  never  be  reAored  any  other  way  thait 
by  rendering  the  Crown  of  Spain  independent  of  that  of  France^ 
and  bringing  Things  back  to  the  State  they  were  in.  But  not- 
vithfbnding  this  Treaty,  France  continued  to  af&fl  underhand 
rile  Portmguefe ;  fo  that  notwithfhuiding  the  whole  Force  of  the 
Spanijh  Monarchy  was,  during  the  Remainder  of  this  Reign^ 
employ'd  s^inil  that  Kingdom,  yet  it  was  to  no  Purpofe,  and 
ierved  only  to  (hew  how  much  it  was  weakened  and  impaired, 
and  how  Ittde  Proportion  there  was  between  its  Strength  then,. 
and  in  the  Reign  of  Philip  XL  when  alone  and  without  Allies^ 
it  was  formidable  to  all  Europe. 

There  is  no  Neceffitv  that  we  fhould  inftft  longer  on  what 
pafied  in  the  Time  of  King  Philip  IV.  a  Prince  ib  weak  in  his 
tender  Years,  that  is  was  generally  believed  he  would  not  lire  to 
^ome  a  Man,  and  who  notwithilanding  reached  to  the  Agcf 
of  Sixty-one  and  upwards,  and  enjoy'd  for  the  laft  forty  Years 
a  ftrong  and  vigorous  Conftitution.  The  Difpofition  of  his 
Mind  was  the  very  reVerfe  of  that  of  his  Body  ;  for  whereas  in 
his  Youth  he  difcovered  great  Quicknefs  of  Parts,  and  unufual 
Penetration ;  in  his  riper  Years,  he  addifled  himfelf  wholly 
to  Pleafurc,  and  in  the  Decline  of  his  Life,  fell  into  a  State  of 
lAdolcnce,  which  differed  very  little  from  Infcnfibtlity,  leaving 
all  things  to  his  Miniftcrs  j  tho'  now  and  then  he  fliew'd  that 
^)is  Parts  were  not  entirely  extinguifhcdj  but  that  he  had  dearer 
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and  better  Apprehenfions  of  AiFairs,  than  any  of  du»&  by  vdnom 
he  was  governed. 

He  died  on  the  17th  of  Siptember  1665,  after  a  Reign  of 
forty-four  Years  and  upwards  ;  during  all  which  the  Power  of 
Spain  had  beeh  gradually  declining.  He  left  behind  him  an  ^ 
only  Son»  under  the  Tuition  of  the,  Q^een  his  Mother^  and 
a  Biaflard  by  an  A£bx(s  whofe  Name  was  Caldircna,  who  after- 
wards made  a  great  Figure  in  the  Worlds  under  the  Title  of 
Don  John  of  A^firia^  was  the  very  laft  of  that  Family  remark- 
able either  for  Courage  or  Abilities,  and  of  whom  we  (hall 
hereafter  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  largely. 

The  Queen  was  very  for  from  being  beloved  by  her  Subjefls, 
becaufe  ihe  retained  fo  ftrong  a  PafSon  for  her  Country,  chat 
{he  fcarce  admitted  any  into  her  good  Grraces  that  were  not 
Germans  :  Her  Father-Confeffor,  a  Jefuit,  whofe  Name  was 
Nitardj  governed  her  abfolutcly  ;  and  the  firft  Thing  (he  did 
was  to  raife  him  to  the  high  Office  of  Inquifitor-General ;  than 
which  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  have  done  any  thing  more 
diflafteful  to  the  Spanijb  Nation. 

Befides  his  being  a  Foreigner,  and  a  German^  there  was  ano« 
ther  Circumftance,  which  made  his  Promotion  both  illeg^  and 
odious.  It  is  an  dftablifhed  Rule  in  Reg^d  to  the  Holy  Office, 
that  down  to  the  meaneft  Officer  belonging  to  it,  every  one 
muft  have  his  Family  free  from  Herefy,  or  even  the  Sufpicion  of 
Herefy  j  whereas  it  was  very  well  known,  that  Father  Nitar^Pn 
parents  were  both  Proteftants. 

One  would  think  this  was  a  very  fmall  Matter ;  but  in  Spatn^ 
one  may  be  fure  it  could  not  be  confidered  in  this  Light,  from 
the  following  Inftance :  A  poor  Prieft  of  the  Province  of  Galicia^ 
who  was  never  out  of  his  Country  in  his  Life,  prefented  a  Pe- 
tition, defirine  fome  Favour  from  Philip  11.  The  Man's  Name 
was  Martin  £$toroy  but  unluckily  for  him,  the  Perfon  who  drew 
his  Petition  wrote  it  Lutero ;  the  King  no  fooner  iaw  it ,  than 
he  rejefted  it  with  Indignation,  jf  Many  {aid  he^  offucb  a 
Name^  deferves  no  Favour. 

The  great  Hurry  the  Queen  was  in  to  promote  this  German 
Prieft,  brought  a  Cloud  over  her  Adminiftration  in  its  very 
Dawn,  which  was  never  diffipated  fo  long  as  (he  held  the  Reins 
of  Government :  For  it  is  the  Charafter  of  the  Spanijh  Nation, 
that  though  they  are  foon  offended,  they  are  not  foon  recon* 
ciled ;  and  beiides  they  are  naturally  avene  to  the  Government 
of  Women. 

CharUs  II.  the  laft  King  of  Spain  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^ 
was  not  full  four  Years  of  Age  at  the  Time  of  the  Deceafe  of 
the  King  his  Father,  who  though  he  left  his  Widow  Mary 
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'Jtnm  ^Aujtria  Regent  appointed  at  the  fame  time  a  Council, 
or  as  they  call  them  in  ^faitiy  a  Junta^  without  whofe  Advice 
file  was  to  do  nothing  of  Importance*  This  Council  of  State  con- 
fified  of  fix  Pcifons,  four  of  whom  had  Seats  therein,  in  Right 
of  thdr  Dignities,  fiut  the  Cardinal  of  Jrragon^  being  at  that 
Time  Archbifhop  of  Toledo^  and  Inquifitor-General,  the  Queen 
prevailed  upon  him  to  rcfign  the  laft  of  thefe  two  Places  in 
.  fnvour  of  her  Confeifor  Father  Nitard^  who  thereby  obtained 
a  Place  in  the  Council  of  Regency,  and  confequently  had  a 
largp  Share  in  the  Government,  which  by  Degrees  ne  totally 
ingrofled. 

The  Qpccn,  by  her  Influence  over  the  King  her  Huftand, 
liad  prevailed  upon  him  on  his  Death-bed  to  take  no  more  No- 
tice of  his  natural  Son  Don  yuan^  than  if  he  had  not  b^en  in 
the  World  ;  which,  confidering  the  Cuftom  of  Spam^  tvhere 
the  Baftards  of  Kings  have  higher  Rank^  and  greater  Honours 
paid  them,  than  in  any  other  Country  in  Eur0pey  was  a  fliange 
thing,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  mod  impolitick  Step  (he  could 
have  taken ;  fmce  after  difobiiging  the  People,  .by  preferring  Fa« 
ther  Nitardy  {he  fliould  never  have  given  them  a  Head,  more 
d{)^ially  fuch  a  one  as  Don  Juan^  who  was  already  as  miich 
ccnfidered  in  the  Kingdom,  as  if  he  had  been  the  lawful  3fo(her 
of  the  King. 

It  muft  be  own*d  that  the  Sfanijh  Hiftory,  and  to  fay  the 
Truth,  fcarceany  Hiftory  prefents  us  with  a  more  inaflive  or 
inglorious  Rei^n,  than  this  of  which  we  are  fpeaking.  But  for 
all  that,  the  Events  that  happened  under  it  were  fudi  as  require 
itfhould  be  peifedly  well  known,  as  they  had  a  ftrong  Influence 
upon  the  Af&irs  of  Europe ;  and  as  for  want  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  them,  moftof  our  Writers  have  given  us  falfe,  oj^  at 
leaft  very  imperfefb  Notions  of  the  Spanijb  Government  and 
Nation,  at  the  Time  of  this  Prince's  Death,  and  the  pafling  of 
die  Crown  into  the  Houfe  of  ^^ttr^^ff,  which  we  have  been 
made  to  believe  was  in  Confequence  of  a  forged  Will,  and 
againft  the  general  Inclinations  of  the  Peoplej  whereas,  in  Fa3» 
neither  of  thefe  were  true,  as  will  clearly  be  Ihewn  to  the  atten- 
tive Reader  of  the  following  Hiftory,  which  we  will  begin  with 
giving  impartially  the  Chara£^ers  of  the  principal  Perions  con- 
cerned therein,  and  purfue  the  faooQ  Method  through  the  whole 
of  this  important  Period. 

l^he  young  King  had  a. great  deal  of  Wit  and  Spirit  for  a 
Child  of  his  Age ;  and  tliough  the  Education  given  him  was 
very  indifferent,  yet  his  Parts  alone  enabled  him  to  difjover  a 
better  Genius  for  Government,  and  a  greater  Capacity  than 
either  his  Faihci  or  Grandfather.     How  he  came  t^  Lvfc  thefe 
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Parts-)  and  to  ^row  equally  feeble  in  Mind  and  Body,  will  be 
accounted  for  hereafter.  His  Mother,  the  Queen  Regent, 
Daughter  to  one  Emperor  and  Sifter  to  another,  was  intirely 
devoted  to  the  Oerman  Intereft,  ambitious  to  the  higheft  De* 
gree,  fond  of  Power,  which  ihe  was  far  from  knowing  how  t6 
uie,  and  as  little  capable  of  making  a  right  Choice  of  thofe  to 
whom  fhe  found  herfelf  obliged  to  confide  it. 

Don  %tf»  was  in  the  thirty -fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  of  a 
middle  Stature,  an  agreeable  Perfon,  had  enough  of  the  Spamjb 
•  Gravity  to  pleafe  that  Nation,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  difguft 
Strangers:  He  had  an  excellent  Education,  great  Parts,  was 
wifev  brave,  learned,  and  withal  a  very  fine  Gentleman.  He 
had  reduced  the  Kingdom  of  Naplis  when  in  Rebellion }  had 
'  governed  all  the  Sfanijb  Dominions  in  Italyy  With  the  Tide  of 
V  icar-General  $  had  aftervirards  commanded  againft  the  Por^ 
tuguefe ;  and  at  the  Time  of  his  Father's  Death,  was  at  the 
Head  of  the  Privy  Council,  from  whence  the  Queen  removed 
him,  with  an  Intent  to  haVe  fent  him  into  Plunders  ;  for  which 
Country  When  flie  concluded  he  was  embarked,  flie  thought 
fit  to  caufe  his  Favourite  Don  Jofeph  MaHadas  to  be  ap* 
prchended  arid  ftrangled  two  Hours  afterwards,  by  a  Warrant 
under  her  own  Hand. 

Father  NHard  was  a  Man  of  a  very  moderate  Capacity, 
who  knew  how  to  govern  the  Queen,  and  to  make  his 
Court  to  fome  of  the  Grandees,  by  flattering  them.  One  may 
gueis  at  his  Chara£ler  by  thfe  Apology  that  he  pubiUhed  for  his 
Conduft,  in  which  he  thought  be  fufficiently  acquitted  him* 
felf  of  the  Death  of  MaUadas^  by  ailedging,  that  at  the  Time 
it  hap(^ned  he  #as  faying  his  Prayers.  Don  Juan  was  at 
Sarcehna  when  this  was  done,  and  was  no  fooner  made  ac- 
quainted with  it,  than  he  returned  from  thence  nearer  to 
Madrid. 

The  Queen,  who  was  extremely  provoked,  caufed  his  Se* 
cretary  tobe  feized,  and  banifhed  the  Prince  himfelf";  but  thefe 
Meafures  had  a  very  bad  EfieA^  The  common  People  in 
Spain  are  born  Politicians^  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  with 
what  Freedom^  and  with  how  much  good  oenfe  they  talk  of 
publick  Affairs,  which  however  are  no  where  worfe  managed 
than  in  that  Counmr.  In  all  the  great  Cities,  the  common 
Difcourfe  of  thofe  Times  was,  that  they  were  an  imdone 
People,  their  King  a  Child,  the  Reins  of  Government  in  the 
Hands  of  a  Woman,  and  by  her  committed  to  thofe  of  a 
Stranger.  One  may  well  perceive,  that  thefe  Difcourfes  were 
not  vcrv  wide  ot  Truth,  and  that  Things  could  not  go 
•extremely  well  abroad,  while  they  were  in  fuch  a  Diforder  at 
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Home;  and  theFafi  is,  Aat  they  went  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
that  it  was  hardly  poffible  they  Ibould  go  worfc. 

A  young  Prince  of  the  Abilities  and  Quality  of  Don  JuMy 
knew  very  well  how  to  manage  the  Temper  and  Difcontents 
of  the  Multitude,  fo  as  to  find  his  Intereft  therein;  and 
therefore  he  took  care  to  feed  the  Malecontents  with  Ho(>es, 
to  give  them  private  Informations,  and  to  hint  to  them  from 
time  to  time,  Promifes  of  Proteftion  j  till  at  laft  their  Cla- 
jiiours  Tofe  fo  high,  that  he  took  occafion  from  thence  to 
reprdfent  boldly  to  the  Queen;  the  whole  Kingdom  was  in  a 
Ferment,  Affairs  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  in  a  declining 
Condition^  and  that  no  Remedy  could  poffibly  be  effefiual, 
but  the  putting  Things  into  a  new  Channel,  which  muft  be 
begun  by  fending  her  foreign  Minifter,  Father  Nkardj  out  of 
the  Kingdom.  ' 

The  Queen,  as  it  might  well  be  expefled,  took  this  very 
much  amifs,  and  gave  Don  Juan  fuch  an  Anfwer,  as  Ihewed 
plainly  that  (he  meant  to  infift  upon  her  Authority,  and  to  pufli 
this  as  far  as  it  would  go ;  a  ftrong  Proof  of  which  fhe  gave 
in  caufing  Patinho^  Don  Juan*s  Secretary,  to  be  arretted,  which 
had  tio  better  Confcquence  than  making  him  lofe  all  Tem- 
per; fo  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1669,  he  advanced 
very  near  Madrid^  and  fcnt  the  Queen  fuch  Mcflages,  as  gave 
her  plainly  to  iinderftand  that  he  was  refolvcd  to  carry  his 
Point. 

The  Queen  then  laboured  by  fair  means  to  divert  him,  but 
it  was  in  vain.  He  had  not  about  him  above  three  hundred 
Horfe,  and  yet  with  this  inconfideraWe  Force  he  gave  Law  to 
Ae  Government  of  Spain.  About  the  middle  of  the  Month  of 
Ftbruary  Things  cahie  to  ^  Crifis,  by  a  very  {bort  Meflagjc  he 
'fcnt  to  the  Queen,  to  this  Elfeft :  That  if  Father  Nitard  did 
not  think  fit  to  go  out  of  the  Gates  ot  the  Palace,  by  the 
twenty-fixth,  he  would  Cdfne  in  Pft-fon  and  throw  him  out  of 
the  Windows. 

It  was  then  that  the  Queen  faw,  that  notwithftanding  her 
Title  of  Regent,  (he  had  little  or  no  Power;  for  ihe  attempted 
to  put  the  City  of  Madrid  in  a  State  of  Defence,  and  the  People 
refufcd  to  obey  her ;  fo  that  much  againft  her  Will  ihe  was 
forced  to  fend  away  her  Confefibr,  as  ihe  did-on  the  twenty- 
fifth  ;  and  he  went  dire<91y  to  Rmie,  where  fhe  gav^  him  foon 
after  the  Title  of  Ambaflkdor  from  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
procured  him  a  Hat  from  the  Pope.  Upon  his  Promotion,  he 
vrrote  a  very  civil  and  even*f<ibmiffive  Letter  to  Don  Juan^ 
in  hopes  of  paving  thereby  ^is  Way  for'  returning  into  Spain  i 
but  tliat  Prince  ncvei'  anfwcred  his  Letter,  and  the  Cardinl 
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Very  wifely  dropM  a  Dcfign,  that  appeared  to  be  impn&U 
cable. 

The  Queen,  after  taking  this  Step,  in  hopes  to  remove  Don 
yuan  out  of  her  Way,  and  that  {he  might  find  Means  of 
fuppoitin|  her  Authority,  thought  proper  to  declare  him  Vice- 
roy of  Arragon  j  arid  this  for  fome  Time  feemed  very  well  to 
anfwer  her  Intentions,  that  Prince  rething  thither,  and  apply-* 
ing  hinlfelf  with  Diligence  to  difcharge  the  Duties  of  his  high 
Office.  In  the  mean  time  the -Queen  found  out  a  new  Fa- 
vourite, a  Spanijh  Gentleman,  whofe  Name  was  Don  FeriHnand 
ie  ralenziuhi  2.  Pcrfon  that  ftood  no  way  diftinguifhed  by  Birth, 
Service,  or  any  great  Qualities. 

He  came  to  Court  in  no  higher  Rank  than  that  of  a  Norble- 
man's  Page;  he  made  his  AddrefTes  to  the  Queen's  Favourite, 
married  her,  and  thereby  came  to  have  a  large  Shafe  in  her 
Miftrefs's  Favour,  rofe  by  very  quick  Steps  to  the  firft 
Employments,  and  became  as  abiblute,  and  as  miich  hated  a 
Favourite  as  Fitlter- Nttard.  Several  of  the  Nobility  who  were 
fincerdy  in  the  C^cen's  Intereft,  reprcfeftted  to  her  the  bad 
Confequences  that  muft  naturally  followj  from  her  too  great 
R^rd  for  fuch  aPerfon;  but  it  was  in  vain^  the  Queen  re- 
mained fix'd  in  her  own  Sentiments,  and  thefe  Remonftrances 
had  no  other  £fFe£^,  than  in  making  her  endeavour  to  raife' 
this  Gentleman's  Fortune  ib  high,  that  it  ihould  not  be  eafy  to 
fliake  it. 

In  theie  Sort  of  Difputes,  while  the  Afiairs  of  the  Kingdom 
were  daily  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  about  fix  Years  were 
wafted  J  fo  that  on  the  19th  of  November  1675,  the  King  was 
declared  Major,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Spain^  having  then 
acquired  the  Age  of  Fourteen.  The  Queen  however  took  this 
Step  merely  for  the  Sake  of  Form,  for  fhe  had  not  the  leaft  In- 
tention to  quit  the  Adminiftratlon.  On  the  contrary,  (be  caufed 
an  h&  to  be  drawn  in  the  KingV  Name,  declaring,  that  the 
Burthen  of  publick  Affairs  being  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear 
in  his  tender  .  ge,  he  was  defirous,  as  well  out  of  Regard  to 
the  Wdfere  of  his  Subjcdb,  as  for  his  own  Eafe,  to  leave  the 
Care  of  the  Government  in  the  Hands  of  the  Q^ieen-Mother 
and  of  the  Junta. 

She  did  not  in  the  Icaft  doubt  of  the  Kin^  G)n(ent  \  but 
when  this  Aft  was  prefented  to  him  fome  Days  afterwards 
for  him  to  fign,  he  abfolutdy  refufed,  with  this  remarkable 
Expreffion  5  **  I  hope  that  God,  from  whofe  Providence  I  rc- 
**  ceive  my  Dominions,  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  me 
**  the  Capacity  of  governing  the  People  he  was  committed  to 
•*  my  Chage.*'    This  was  was  certainly  well  fpokcn,  and  it  is 
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thought  the  Aftions  of  this  young  Prince  would  have  been  fuif' 
able  to  this  Declaration  ;  but  we  are  told,  that  his  Chocolate 
was  fo  preparedy  that  in  a  fliort  time  he  apparently  dcdincrf 
both  in  Health  and  Parts,  and  confequcndy  the  Qiieen  reroain'd 
in  full  Pofleilion  of  her  Authority. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  in  fo  great  a  Kingdom  there 
Ihould  not  be  fome  of  the  Nobility  who  preferved  a  juft  Regard 
for  their  Prince  and  for  his  People :  Such  as  were  in  thefe  oen- 
timents  thought  they  could  not  take  a  more  effectual  Step,  than 
to  reprefent  the  State  that  Affairs  were  in  to  Don  Juan^  who  had 
already  received  fome  Intimations  of  that  Kind^  and  had  written 
freely,  but  at  the  fame  time  very  refpe£lfully  to  the  Queen,  be- 
feeching  her  Majefty  to  take  a  juft  Care  of  the  King's  Education^ 
to  leflen  the  Taxes,  and  to  provide  for  the  Security  of  the  King- 
dom, which  fuffered  exceedingly  by  the  War,  in  which  ihe  wa» 
then  engaged  againft  France. 

But  all  thefe  Meafures  had  very  little  EflTeft;  the  Queen 
valued  her  own  Power  beyond  all  things  i  and  yet  the  raifing 
and  fupporting  Valenzuela^  whom  fhe  made  a  Grandee  of  Spain 
of  the  nift  Clafs,  was  almoft  the  fole  Point  that  feemed  to  merit 
her  Attention,  and  the  only  £iFe£t  of  that  Audiority,  which  (be 
fo  eafily  obtained,  and  was  at  fo  much  Pains  to  keep.  The  Pa- 
triots therefore  had  recourfe  to  another  Meafure;  they  applied 
themfelves  to  the  King,  and  having  reprefented  to  him  in  gene- 
ral the  Situation  of  his  AiFairs,  they  inufted  more  particular^  on 
the  Circumftances  of  his  Perfon,  which  were  fuch,  that  he  was, 
properly  fpeaking,  very  little  better  than  a  Prifoner,  fince  the 
Marquis  de  VaUnzuela  luiFered  none  to  come  near  him,  but  thofe 
be  knew,  or  at  leaft  took  to  be  in  his  Interefts. 

Thefe  Difcourfes  made  fuch  an  ImpreiBon  upon  the  King^  that 
he  readily  demanded  what  Remedy  could  be  applied  ?  To  whidi 
it  was  immediately  anfwered,  that  the  only  way  he  had  to  deliver 
himfelf,  was  to  withdraw  fecretly  to  Buen  Retire^  fend  for  Don 
Juan  thither,  and  reform  the  Government  by  his  Advice.  They 
owned  the  thing  was  difficult,  and  they  without  Scruple  or 
Referve  fet  forth  the  Difficulties  attending  it,  that  they  might  the 
better  judge  of  the  Spirit  of  their  Prince.  The  King  told  them, 
that  in  fpite  of  thofe  Difficulties  he  would  be  free  \  and  that  on 
fuch  a  Day  they  might  give  Don  Juan  Notice  that  he  expeSed  to 
fee  him  at  that  Palace. 

They  obeyed  him,  though  at  the  fame  time  they  very  much 
doubted  whether  the  King  would  be  able  to  keep  his  Word. 
The  Evening  before,  he  retired  to  his  Apartment  fomcwhat 
earlier  than  ufual,  and  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Night, 
attended  only  by  one  Gentleman,  he  wrapped  himfelf  up  in 
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his  Cloak,  and  walked  on  Foot  to  Buen  Rettro.  Tliis  fignal 
Event  happened  in  the  Year  1677,  when  the  King  was  alx>ut 
fixteen  Years  old. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  Maiefty  came  to  the  appointed  Place, 
that  Don  yuarij  who  waited  not  hi  ofF>  was  admitted  to  his 
Prefence,  and  was  received  with  all  the  Joy  and  Satisfafiioii 
imaginable.  A  total  Revolution  enfued;  the  Queen-Mother 
was  fent  to  Toledo^  and  there  clofely  confined  in  a  Convent  \ 
ttriQi  Search  was  mside  for  the  Marauis  de  Valenzuela^  who  with*i 
drew  for  fome  time  in  hopes  of  elcaping  the  Storm.  He  took 
Shelter  in  the  Monaftery  of  the  Efcurtaly  but  falling  fick,  was 
difcovered,  firft  fent  to  Prifon,  next  degraded  from  all  his  Dig- 
nities, and  laftly  tranfported  as  an  Exile  to  the  Philippines^  from 
whence  he  ^as  to  go  to  Pertly  and  to  be  there  treated  as  a  Slave. 
He  behaved  better  in  his  Misfortunes  than  he  had  done  in  his 
Profperity,  lived  to  recover  his  Liberty,  and  afterwards  returned 
to  Spain. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  how  much  Joy  the  Kingdom  re- 
ceived from  this  Change  of  Affairs  i  and  indeed  it  might  have 
been  highly  advantageous  to  the  Nation,  if  it  had  not  wrought 
a  Change  in  Don  Juan^  who  having  now  the  Royal  Authority 
in  his  own  Hands,  thought  of  nothing  fo  much  as  how  to  keep 
it,  and  to  fecure  himfelf  from  any  new  Change.  The  Peace  of 
Ninuguen^  which  was  made  fo  much  to  the  Advantage  of  France 
and  at  the  Expence  of  Spain^  raifed  a  great  Clamour,  tho'  it  was 
9.  necefTary  Step,  the  Kingdom  being  fo  exhaufled,  that  the  Lofs 
muft  have  been  ftill  greater  if  the  War  had  continued.  Yet  the 
Grandees  were  much  difcontented,  the  People  murmured,  and , 
Don  Juan  found  himfelf,  nor  is  it  at  all  ftrange,  more  un^fy 
at  the  Head  of  the  Adminiflration,  than  while  he  was  exiled 
from  Court. 

The  King's  Marriage  was  the  next  great  Af&ir  brought  upon 
the  Carpet,  and  the  Princefs  intended  for  him  by  the  Queen* 
Mother,  was  the  Emperor's  Daughter;  but  this  being  much 
^infl  the  Interefl  of  Don'  Juan^  he  caufed  the  Picture  of  a 
French  Princefs,  Daughter  to  the  Duke,  of  Orkansj  to  be  put 
into  the  Kind's  Hands,  with  whom  on  the  Sight  of  that 
Picture,  he  fell  paiSonately  in  love.  It  is  faid  that  Don  Juan 
afterwards  repented  of  this,  even  before  the  Marriage  tpok  place, 
and  inclined  rather  to  have  married  ^he  King  to  the  Infanta  of 
Portugal,  But  bis  Majefty  adhered  to  bis  own  Choice }  and 
tho'  Don  Juan  propofed  in  Council^  that  as  this  Princefs  was 
not  the  Daughter  of  a  crown'd  Head,  it  flioul<}  be  infifte^  upon, 
that  fome  of  the  Places  yielded  by  the  lafl  Treaty  fhould  be 
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reftored  to  Spain ;  yet  the  King,  and  the  Grandees  out  of  Re? 
fped  to  him,  reieded  this  Propofal,  for  fear  it  fhould  become 
an  infurmountable  Obftacle  to  the  Marriage. 

This  Point  being  carried  againft  Don  Juafty  an  Opposition 
was  qui.ckly  formed ;  and  tho',  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  at  this  Dif- 
tance  of  Time^  his  Power  was  his  greateft  Crime,  yet  abundance 
of  Things  were  imput^  to  him,  particularly  one  of  a  very  hi^ 
Nature,  which  was,  that  he  intended  to  get  himfelf  declared 
Infant  of  CafiiU^  which  would  have  given  him  a  Capacity  of 
fnccecding  to  the  Kingdom  ;  but  when  it  is  coniiderqd  that  he 
projected  the  Kings  Marriage,  that  he  was  himfelf  fingle,  and 
his  Health  declining,  one  cap  fcarce  fee  any  Probability  in  a 
Charge  of  this  Nature. 

Thofe  who  were  inoft  forward  in  this  Cabal  againft  Doi^ 
Juan^  formed  another  Projeft  for  recalling  the  Queen-Mother  ; 
Sind  notwithftanding  all  that  had  pafTed,  found  means  by  the 
Help  of  his  Confeflor  to  bring  the  poor  eafy  King  to  relifh  this 
Propofal.  The  Marquis  de  yillarsy  who  was  now  xome  a  fer 
f:ond  time  Apibaftador  from  the  King  oi  France^  was  alfo  drawn 
into  this  Party  5  and  great  Uneafmete  he  gave  Don  Juan^  notr 
withftanding  be  w^  fen^ible  the  C^een's  Marriage  was  originally 
pf  his  propofing. 

The  Cha^in  which  greaf  Minds  naturally  conceive  upon  un<» 
cxpefted  ill  Treatment,  wrought  fo  powerfully  upon  that  Prince*^ 
Conftitation,  that  it  turned  an  Ague  he  caught  in  theBeginning 
of  Winter  into  a  mortal  Difeafe  j  fo  that  he  did  not  live  to  fee 
the  C^ucen  j  whofc  Marriage  iiad  created  him  fo  many  Mortifir 
patioiis.  When  it  appeared  that  his  Life  was  in  fo  great  Danger, 
$he  Kingfnade  him  frequent  Vifits,  and  lamented  very  fincerely 
a  Lofs  that  was  irreparable,  and  which  he  now  clearly  underftood. 

In  thefe  Conferences  Don  Juan  talked  to  him  very  freely  y 
he  (hewed  him  the  miferable'bitate  of  his  Aflairs,  explained  to 
him  the  Means  by  which  the  Kingdom  became  fo  exhaufted  \ 
ihewed  him  what  he  had  done  for  his  Service,  and  how  impoffi- 
ble  it  was  for  him  to  do  more.  He  demonftrated  to  him  at  hi$ 
Death,  which  happened  on  the  17th  of  Septemhef  1679,  that  all 
his  iLnemies  had  publilhed  concerning  his  Defigns  were  Calum- 
|iies  and  Fi(Sion,  For  his  Eftate,  which  was  not  very  large,  he 
left  it  intirely  to  the  King ;  and  his  Jewels,  which  were  much 
more  valuable  in  Proportion,  he  diyiddd  between  the  Queen 
Powager  and  the  Queen  Confort. 

With  him  expired  the  Genius  of  the  Sfanrjh  Monarchy  j  or 
at  leaft,  of  this  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of*  Aujiria,  There  was  now 
po  Prime  M  in iflcr,  indeed  fc^rce  any  Minifter  at  all ;  the  Secre- 
tary' of  State  for  ftrpign  AfFaiij  was  a  Perfon  f  ut  in  by  Don  Juan 
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proTempi^Tiy  but  he  continued  and  a£led  as  a  Minifier ;  becaufe 
the  Parties  at  Court  behaved  with  fuch  Violence  againft  each 
other,  that  the  King  could  not  find  himfelf  at  Liberty  to  appoint 
a  Man  of  proper  Rank  to  fill  that  Office. 

The  fame  kind  of  Diforder  fpread  itfelf  thro*  the  whole  Admi- 
niftration ;  and  as  a  Proof  of  the  Wcaknefs  of  their  Councils, 
a  Marriage  (upon  which  the  Fate  of  their  own  Kingdom,  and 
indeed  the  Fate  of  Europe  in  fome  meafure  depended)  was  ce* 
lebrated  in  a  Village  of  about  twenty  Cottages,  and  in  which 
there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  tolerable  Houfe.  The  only  Senfe 
their  Grandees  fhewed  upon  this  Occafion  was,  their  endeavour- 
ing to  hinder  the  French  Ambafladors  from  being  prefent,  ^anJ 
even  in  this  they  did  not  fucceed. 

They  were  extremely  pleafed  with  their  new  Queen  upon  her 
firft  Appearance,  who  by  the  way  was  Grand-daughter  to  our 
King  Charles  I.  and  Niece  to  K.  Charles  11.  then  reigning.  By 
D^ees  however  they  grew  out  of  Humour  with  that  Winces 
chiefly  becaufe  (he  had  no  Children  ;  but  this  did  not  hinder  their 
being  more  out  of  Humour  with  the  Queen-Mother,  for  Rea- 
fons  that  have  been  before  hinted,  and  which  it  does  not  become 
me  more  largely  to  explain. 

The  greatefl  Advantage  that  accrued  to  France  from  this  Mar- 
riage, was  the  keeping  at  Madrid  fo  able  a  Minifler  as  the 
Marquis  de  Villars^  who  looked  thoroughly  into  all  the  Sfanijh 
Affairs,  and  gave  his  Mafler  fo  clear  an  Account  of  them,  that 
he  knew  much  better  what  Sfaln  could  do,  than  his  Catholick 
Majefly  and  his  Council,  as  appeared  by  the  Meafures  he  took. 
The  Queen  dying  without  Children,  and  a  frefh  War  breaking 
out  with  France^  the  ftrange  Weaknefs  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy 
became  vifible  to  all  Europe ;  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Forces  were 
employed  in  defending  the  Spanijh  Provinces  in  the  Low-Countriesi 
and  the  Englijb  Fleet  for  feveral  Years  together  covered  the 
Coafts  ofSpairty  at  which  Time  all  her  Ports  were  open  to  us, 
and  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  were  as  much  our  own  as  they 
are  now,  abating  only  our  Garrifons  and  our  Expence. 

TTie  Gazettes  of  thofe  Times,  indeed,  fometimes  mention  a 
Spanijh  Armada  \  but  alas,  it  was  no  lopgcr  fo  much  as  the 
Shadow  of  what  it  once  appeared.  Five  or  fix  old  Ships,  ill 
manned,  and  miferably  provided,  were  all  that  the  Spanijh  Qo\}xX, 
could  put  fo  Sea ;  their  Armies  were  in  the  fame  Condition, 
their  Treafury  in  aworfej  and  therefore  we  may  be  fatisfied, 
that  the  Terms  procured  for  them  by  the  Peace  of  Ryfwic-k^ 
were  neither  owing  to  their  own  Power,  or  the  Moderation  of 
Prance,  but  to  the  Wifdom  and  Steadinefs  oi  King  fFiUiamy 
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who  remembering  the  Services  that  Spain  had  done  him,  cosh 
fidering  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe,  infifted  upon  what  ho 
obtained ;  and  Leufh  XIV.  knowing  the  Value  of  a  Peace  at 
that  Time,  confented  the  more  willingly  to  what  was  propofed^ 
and  executed  what  he  confented  to  with  unufual  Punctuality ;  be- 
caufe  the  Reputation  of  good  Faith  was  of  greater  Confequence 
to  him  at  that  Juncture,  than  the  Breach  of  it  would  have  been. 

It  was  for  the  very  fame  Reafon  that  he  treated  the  Crown  of 
Spain  with  more  than  ordinary  Refpe(9,  and  made  no,  Difficulty: 
of  paffing  by  fome  Inadvertencies  committed  on  his  Frontiers^ 
which  he  would  have  refented  at  any  other  Time.  The  5^- 
niarils  did  not  fee  this,  but  attributed  the  Care  of  their  Allies  and 
the  Complaifance  of  their  Enemies  to  the  Grandeur  of  theis 
Crown,  at  a  Time  when  it  was  fo  far  funk,  that  the  King  could 
not  fin^  Money  for  hjs  ordinary  Journies  into  the  Country,  and 
when  tliey  \yerc  infulted  even  by  the  fmaller  States  of  Europe,  of 
which  we  have  giveq  a  furpri^ing  Inftance  in  the  Article  of 
PruJ/ia.  But  this  is  not  at  all  wonderful,  fmce  in  Kingdoois  as 
well  as  in  great  Families,  Pride  rifes  higheft  when  their.Circum- 
ftances  whom  it  poflefTes  are  at  t^  worft. 

The  ing,  in  1690,  had  inanied  a  Princefs  of  the  Hou&  of 
Neubourgy  by  whom  he  had  no  (^hildren^  and  his  Health  de- 
clining daily,  all  Europe  (hewed  more  Concern  for  the  Succeffion 
than  was  difcovcred  even  in  Spain  itfelf.  This  had  been  the  great 
Motive  to  the  late  Peace,  which  was  quickly  followed  by  the 
firft  Treaty  of  partition,  in  refpcft  to  which  the  Sincerity  of  all 
Parties  has  been  very  juftly  called  in  queftion.  It  is  believed, 
ind  not  without  Foundation,  that  notwithftanding  the  Promife 
fiiade  ^y  France,  of  keeping  that  Treaty  a  profpund  Secret,  ihe 
gave  private  Notice  of  it  to  the  Spanifh  Miniftryi  who  were 
exceflively  alarmed. 

This  produced  an  Enquiry  into  the  Title  of  the  Elefboral 
Prince  of  Bavaria,  which  the  Spanijh  Lawyers  held  to  be 
good,  notwithAanding  a  Renunciation  was  maae  on  purpofe  to 
larr  it ;  and  this  waTthe  firft  Blow  given  to  the  Hopes  of  the 
tmperial  Family ;  and  a  very  home  Blow  it  was,  for  it  decided 
two  important  Points ;  Flrft^  that  Nearnefs  of  Blood  ought  to 
be  confidcred  ;  and  next,  that  no  Renunciation  could  prejudice 
the  Right  that  this  gave. 

The  fccond  Treaty  of  Partjtion,  occafioned  by  the  Death  of 
tha(;  young  Prince,  was  in  like  m'ahner,  and  for  the  very  fame 
Reafons,  communicated  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  where  it  had  the 
defired  EflFeft' ; '  for  his  Catholick  Majefty,  and  his  Minifters, 
iipnipdiatdy  took  aRefolutior^  Xo  defeat  this 'Scheme  of  a  Di- 
'       '    ■  vifion. 
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^lon,  and  to  prefcrve  the  Spamjb  Monarchy  entire  for  tho 
next  Heir,  tho'  as  yet  they  had  not  determined  who  that  Heir 
flkould  be. 

It  is  certain  that  the  King  was  inclined  to  the  Imperial  Branch 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria ;  and  it  was  the  Knowledge  the  Court 
pf  Vienna  had  of  his  Inclinations,  that  induced  her  to  rejeft 
both  the  Treaties  of  Partition.  But  France  had  a  powerful 
Party  in  the  Spanifo  Court,  who  infinuated  to  the  King,  that 
thefe  Treaties  plainly  proving  the  general  Opinion  of  difin4 
terefted  Courts,  that  the  French  Family  had  a  Right,  or  a^ 
Je^ft  a  Colour  of  Right,  they  very  eahly  prevailed  that  the 
Validity  of  the  Renunciations  by  which  this  Right  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  deftroyed,  ihould  be  examined  and  decided  at 
J\jnne» 

The  Piety  of  the  King  drew  him  into  this;  and  there  was 
nothing  at  all  in  It  repugnant  to  Policy  or  Juftice,  the  Religion 
of  all  the  Parties  being  confidered.  The  Pope  appointed  a  par* 
ticular  Congregation  to  examine  this  Afiair,  and  notwithftand- 
in^  the  Exigency  thereof,  that  Congregation  went  through  it 
with  sd)  the  Circumfpedion  that  its  Importance  (eemed  to  de- 
mand. At  laft  they  came  to  a  Point,  and  determined  clearly 
that  the  Renunciations  were  void,  at  leaft  with  refpe6l  to  die 
Pofterity  of  the  Princeffes  who  made  them ;  and  for  this  Deci« 
fion  they  gave  many,  and  thofe  very  plaufible  Reafons. 

The  Determination  of  the  Court  of  Rome  did  not  arrive  at 
Madrid  before  the  Month  oi  JuguJI  1700,  when  the  King  was 
thought  by  thofe  about  him  to  be  very  n6ar  his  End.  The 
Cardinal  rorto^Carreroy  who  was  at  the  Head  of  the  Miniftry^ 
preiled  his  Majefty  to  lofe  no  farther  Time,  but  to  fix  this 
Point,  on  which  the  future  Tranquillity  of  his  People  fo  much 
depended. 

The  Cardinal,  and  the  whole  Council,  v^re  inclined  to  pre^ 
fer  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the  Imperial  Branch  of  that  of 
Aujiria^  for  various  Reafons.  Firft,  becaufe  from  the  late  De- 
cifion,  the  Right  feemed  inconteftably  iit  that  Houfe ;  next, 
becaufe  it  feemed  the  fureft  Means  of  difappointing  the  Treaty 
pf  Partition ;  and  laftly,  becaufe  they  had  felt  fo  many  Incon* 
venxencics  already  from  the  Dependence  of  Spain  upon  the  £m» 
pire,  that  they  could  not  by  any  means  think  of  taking  fuch  a 
Step,  as  Ihould  at  once  increafe  this  Dependence,  and  in  all 
human  Probability  fix  it  upon  them  for  ever,  if  it  fucceeded ; 
9qd  if  it  did  not,  leave  Frame  at  liberty  to  difmember  their 
Monarchy,  while  they  had  not  fo  much  as  a  Pretence  to  demand 
|he  Affiftance  of  their  Allies,  who  had  in  the  moft  folemn 
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Mfinor  achiowledgied  die  Juftice  of  the  Ftend)  Pretenfions  by 
the  two  Treati^  of  Pattition. 

But  though  the  Spamjb  Miniftry  agreed  in  this  Point,  yet 
they  were  extremely  divided  in  another.  Some  were  for  call- 
ing the  Duke  of  Anjou^  the  Dauphin's  fecond  Son,  to  the  Sue* 
ceifion  \  while  others  were  better  difpofed  to  the  Duke  of  Chartres^ 
ddeft  Son  to  the  Duke  of  OrUans^  afterwards  Regent  of  Frana 
By  that  Title*  The  Reafon  upon  which  the  former  Party  went 
was  this,  that  the  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  being  in  the 
Dauphin,  he  might  certainly,  if  he  pleafed,  transfer  K  to  his 
(econd  Son ;  and  the  great  Argument  urg^d  by  the  latter,  was, 
that  the  Duke  ofChartres  might  very  probably  be  agreeable  to 
the  Maritime  Powers,  and  prevent  any  Difpuces  about  the  Sue* 
ceffion.  Yet  the  Confideration  of  the  Power  of  the  Frefub 
King,  and  the  Improbability  that  he  would  employ  this  Power 
in  fiivour  of  his  Nephew  againft  his  Grand-Children,  got  the 
Better  of  the  laft  Reafon ;  and  the  Members  of  his  Catholick 
^Majefty's  Council  of  State  agreed  to  call  the  Duke  oiArgou  to 
the  Succeffion. 

It  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  the  King  vtras  brought  to 
rdiih  this  Propofition  \  but  after  refteding  on  it  ferioufly,  he 
dircdcd  bis  hft  Will  and  Teftament  to  be  drawn,  in  the  Pre- 
amble  of  which  be  recited  the  Invalidity  of  the  Renunciations, 
and  the  inconteftable  Right  of  the  Dauphin,  whofe  fecond  Son 
be  declared  bis  Heir,  requiring  all  the  Subje£b  of  the  Crown  of 
Sptdn  in  all  Parts  of  bis  Dominions  to  acknowledge  him  as  fuch, 
immediately  upon  his  Demtfe.  In  cafe  of  his  Deceafe  without 
Heirs,  his  vounger  Brother  the  Duke  of  Berry  was  to  be  called  to 
the  Succeuion,  which  failing,  the  Crown  was  limited  to  the 
Archduke  Charlesy  and  after  him  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  his 
Children.    .  ' 

This  Will  was  figned  with  all  the  requifite  Formalities  upon 
the  2d  of  O^oberj  and  this  Fa£t  was 'generally  known,  but  the 
Contents  of  the  Will  were  kept  an  abfolute  Secret.  The  Im* 
perial  Minifter  Count  De  Harrach  had  no  doubt  that  the  Sue* 
ceiTor  appointed  was  the  Archduke,  and  was  therefore  very  well 
pleafed  the  Thing  was  done.  The  French  Minifter  Count  De 
Harcourty  who  had  a  much  better  Intereft  with  the  Spamjb 
Grandees,  received  fuch  Intimations  as  kept  him  eafy ;  and  the 
Miniftry,  for  their  own  Security,  gave  private  Intelligence  of 
this  great  Event  to  the  Fremb  King. 

After  the  Signing  his  Will  his  Catholick  Majefty  mm  better, 
and  continued  fo  ror  about  a  Fortnight,  then  relapfed,  and 
expired  on  the  26th  of  O£fober  1700,  in  the  39th  Year  of  hia 
Age,  aad  thor  35th  of  bis  Reign,  which  he  had   fpent  very 
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jui^o^peroufly  for  himfelf  as  trell  as  far  his  Sulje&s,  and  died 
very  uneaf/,  as  having  a  juft  Forefigbt  of  the  Mifchiefe  that 
his  Death  muft  inevitably  bring*  upon  his  People.  He  was 
no  fooner  deceafed,  than  the  Grandees  allembled  at  the  Pahcs 
in  order  to  open  his  Teftaroent,  and  the  Imperial  MiniflBT 
went  thither  alfo ;  but  was  amaz'd  to  hear  at  his  Arriva},  that 
^he  Duke  of  Anjou  was  by  the  late  King's  Will  declared  his 
^ucceflbr,  of  which  he  gave  his  Matter  Notice  as  foon  as  it 
was  in  his  Power. 

The  Regency  appointed  by  the  fame  Will  took  upon  them 
the  Govern|nen^  and  dtfpatched  inftantly  Letters  of  Felicita- 
tion and  Invitation  to  their  new  Monarchy  but  tho*  thejr 
agreed  in  this,  yet  their  Harmony  lafted  not  long.  The  Queen 
Dowager  and  the  Inquifitor-General,  who  were  both  of  the 
Regency,  began  to  cabal  againft  their  new  King;  but  Cardinal 
PortO'Carrero  remained  firm  to  his  firft  Principles,  and  laboured 
hard  to  perfuade  all  the  Nobility  of  the  Neceffity  they  were 
under  of  attaching  themfelves  unanimoi^  to  the  Intereft  of 
King  Philip:  Of  the  Consequences  ^nd  EfFeds  of  his  Exhor- 
tations, we  (hall  fpeak  copioufly  hereafter. 

But  before  we  quit  this  Subject,  and  enter  upon  the  Hifloqr 
pf  the  next  Reign,  it  may  not  be  amiis  to  take  Notice  of  fome- 
thing  new  which  may  be  faid  upon  this  Head,  tho'  often  hand- 
led by  the  ableft  Pens,  and  confidered  over  and  over  again  by 
the  greateft  Politicians.  1  he  Reader  will  pleafe  to  obfenrc^ 
that  the  War,  to  which  an  End  was  put  by  the  Peace  of  Nsmg^ 
gueftj  by  which  Spain  loft  fo  many  fine  Towns  and  fair  Coun-' 
tries  in  the  Netherlands^  was  commenced  by  France  under  a 
Colour  of  that  Right  the  King  had  by  his  Wife  (notwithftanding 
all  Renunciations)  to  thofe  Places,  and  to  many  more  which 
belonged  to  him  by  the  fame  Right. 

This  was  faid  to  arife  from  the  Jus  Devolutionis  which  pre- 
vails in  Brabaftt\  and  which  in  few  Words  is  thiS!  That' 
where  a  Man  has  two  Wives,  the  Heirs  of  his  firft  Wife,  Male 
and  Female,  are  Heirs  to  each  other  before  the  t  hildren  of  the 
fecond  Marriage ;  and  therefore  upon  the  Death  of  Prince  Bal^ 
thazar^  his  Catholick  Majefty's  eldeft  Son,  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  claimed  thefe  Countries  m.Right  of  the  Inhntz Maria  The- 
refa^  Sifter  of  the  whole  Blood  to  Prince  Balthazar^  in  Virtue 
of  the  Jus  Devolutionis, 

There  have  been  whole  Volumes  written  on  each  Side 
of  this  Controverfy,  with  which  I  (hall  not  meddle  at  all  ; 
but  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Right,  as  well  as  Power,  was 
on  the  Side  of  France.  1  (hall  alfo  take  it  for  granted,  that 
fhe  moft  Chriftian  King  and  his  Son  the  Dauphin  might  re- 
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Hffi^  as  they  did  to  the  Duke  of  jtnjm^  all  their  Ri^ts  % 
from  whence  it  clearly  follows,  thaX  Philip  V.  was  the  Repre* 
fentadve  of  the  Infiuita  Maria  There/a^  and  had  a  juft  Title  to 
all  her  Rights ;  from  whence  I  think  there  can  be  nothing 
dbuner  or  more  inconteftahle,  than  that  all  the  Countries  and 
Places  yielded  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  Nimegueny  belonged 
of  Right  to  the  late  King  of  Spain^  and  belong  now  to  his  pre- 
lent  Catholick  Majefty,  who,  if  he  pleafed,  might  have  refign'd 
them  to  his  Brother  Don  Philips  and  thereby  provided  him  a 
Settlement,  which  would  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
general  Tranquillity  of  Europe, 

As  foon  as  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  was  informed  of 
the  Death  of  King  Charles  H.  of  Spain^  and  that  his  Grande 
fon  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was  called  to  his  Succeffion  ;  he  pre* 
pared  for  maintaining  him  in  the  Pofleffion  of  that  Kinedom^ 
which  he  forefaw  would  be  difputed  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
and  its  Allies.  He  called  indeed  for  Form-fake  a  ereat  Coun<» 
cil,  to  confider  whether  he  fliould  accept  the  Will  of  the 
deceafed  Kin^  or  not;  but  from  the  previous  Difpoiitions 
on  the  Frontiers  of  Spain^  and  in  the  Low^ountries^  it  evi« 
dently  appeared  that  he  had  long  before  refolved  what  Part 

Vet  it  was  not  till  this  Council  had  decided  in  Favour  of  the 
Will,  that  he  acknowledged  his  Grandfon  as  the  Heir  of  the 
Spanijb  Monarchy,  gave  him  the  Title  of  Philp  V.  and  conr 
fented  to  his  going  into  Spain.  It  muft  be  allowed  his  Mqifures 
were  well  taken  upon  this  Occafion  5  and  that  the  new  King 
came  into  the  full  PofleiBon  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions,  in  a 
Manner  that  muft  be  no  lefs  furprifing  to  Pofterity,  than  it  was 
to  all  Europe  at  the  Time  it  happened.  But  it  muft  be  allowed 
on  the  other  hand,  that  this  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
the  intra£bible  Difpofition  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^  where  they 
looked  upon  the  Succeffion  to  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  as  a  Thing 
fo  certain,  that  they  would  never  confent  to  any  Propofak 
made  by  their  Allies  fpr  opppfing  in  time  the  Scheme  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  Maritime  Powers  ^ere  by  this  means  put  under  the 
prcateft  Difficulties  ;  the  Eleftpr  of  Bavaria  admitted  the  French 
Troops  into  the  Netherlands^  ot  which  he  was  Governor  5  and 
the  Prince  of  Taudemonf  declared  for  King  Philip  in  Italy.*  It 
was  this  determined  both  England  and  Holland  to  d\(lemble 
for  the  prefcnt,  and  to  acknowledge  King  Philip ;  and  King 
IFsHiam  and  the  States  General  aftually  wrote  him  Letters  oiF 
Felicitation  upon   his  Af^ccffion,  notwitliftanc|i<ig  they  at  the 
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veiy   Time  Were  determined  to  conteft  his  Tide  to  that 
Crowhk 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  within  the  narrow  Boimds  plv* 
icribed  to  his  Aiticle,  we  Ihould  pretend  to  give  the  Hiftory 
of  the  War,  occafioned  by  the  AcceiEon  of  Philip  V.  nor 
indeed  is  it  at  all  neceflary.  We  ihall  content  ourfelves  widt 
obferving,  that  when  the  Grand  Alliance  was  firft  formed,  there 
was  nothing  farther  proposed  than  the  obtaining  a  proper  Bar* 
rier  for  the  Dutcb^  and  a  reafonable  Equivalent  for  the  Houft 
of  Auftria. 

But  after  the  Archduke  CharUs  had  aflluned.  the  Tide  of 
ICins  of  &pain^  and  the  prodigious  SuccefTes  of  the  Allies  in 
the  Spinning  of  the  War  had  raifed  their  Spirit  and  Hopes^ 
diey  now  projeded  no  le(s  than  the  entire  Conqueft  of  the 
Spanijb  Monarchy;  and  after  the  Batde  ofTurin^  by  which 
the  French  and  Sfaniards  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Itafy^  there 
is  fcarce  any  Doubt  to  be  made  that  they  might  have  carried 
their  Point,  as  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Portuguefe  they  were 
become  M^ers  of  a  great  Part  of  Spain^  and  even  of  the  Ca- 
pital i  the  Aujirian  Party  in  that  Kingdom  having  done  as 
much  or  more  than,  all  things  confidered,  could  well  Ije  ex« 
pe&ed  from  them. 

But  no  Care  being  taken  in  the  Autumn  of  1706,  to  fen<i 
over  proper  Reinforcements  to  the  Aififtance  of  K\n^Charks^ 
tCing  Phiiip  ht^m  to  recover  Strength  j  and  in  Jprii  1^07  the 
Duke  of  Bgrwuk^  who  commanded  his  Forces,  obtamol  fo 
total  a  Victory  at  Almanza^  and  purfued  it  with  fo  much  Spirit 
and  Diligence,  that  before  the  End  of  the  Year,  the  Face  of 
Affairs  was  entirely  changed  in  that  Kingdom. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  after  this  the  Allies  made  a  confiderable 
Progreis,  and  in  the  Month  of  Auguft  \  710,  gained  the  Batde 
of  Saragoffa^  which  opened  a  Paflage  for  Charles  III.  to  Madrid^ 
into  which  Cinr  he  made  his  publick  Entry  in  the  Middle  of 
the  next  Month  ;  but  the  Difpofitions  of  the  Spaniards  were 
now  chang^,  and  they  adhered  To  firmly  to  King  Philips  that 
before  the  Clofe  of  that  Year,  King  Charles  was  again,  after 
lofing  a  Batde,  driven  back  into  Catalonia. 

In  the  Month  of  April  tyu^  died  the  Em^ror  Jofeph,  and 
thereby  left  King  Charles  III,  the  fole  Heir  Male  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlriay  which  altered  the  State  of  Things  extremelv,  be- 
caufe  it  appeared  now  equally  dangerous  to  give  the  opanijb 
as  well  as  Imperial  Dominions  to  this  Prince,  or  to  leave  them 
to  a  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  \  and  there  remained  no 
Expedient  that  could  be  thought  of|  for  preventing  one  or  other 
of  thefc  Events. 
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The  lloufe  of  Auftria  was  at  this  Time  in  Pofleffiori  of 
die  Spanift)  Netberlandsi  and  all  the  Dorainions  that  had  be^ 
lon^  to  that  Crown  on  the  Continent  of  Itafy^  which  gavd 
iyi  Opportunity  to  the  French  Court  to  inimuate  to  the  new 
Miniftry  in  England^  the  Ncceffity  as  well  as  Expediency  of 
puttihg  an  End  to  fo  long  a  War,  upon  Terms  agreeable  to 
the  firft  Scheme  of  the  Grand  Alliance;  and  this  in  the  End 
brought  about  the  Peace  of  Utrecht^  which  was  concluded  in 
1713. 

By^djii  Treaty  King  Philip  yielded  to  Great  Britain  the 
Town  and  Caftle  ofGihraltar^  and  the  Ifland  of  A£norcay  for 
^er.  The  Kingdom  of  iVir^/f  J,  theDuchy  of  AffAj;?,  and  the  ^ 
of  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Itafy^  together  with  the  Ifland  of 
Sar£niay  and  the  Low-CountrieSy  to  the  Emperor  CharUs  VI  j  and 
^  Ifland  of  Sidfy  with  the  Title  of  King  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was  liable  to 
great  Exceptions  5  but  however,  the  End  of  the  Grand  Alli- 
ance was  in  fome  meafure  anfwered  by  it.  The  Crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  were  divided,  the  rower  of  the  HouTe  of 
Juftrid  confiderably  augmented,  and  the  Ballance  of  Europe  m 
fimie  mieafure  fettled.  "But  notwithftanding  this.  King  FhiSp 
was  not  left  in  quiet  Pofleffion  of  his  Dominions,  to  which 
die-En^ror  ftill  kept  up  his  Claim  -,  'and  the  Principality  of 
Catatonia^  and  the  Ifland  of  Majorca^  though  evacuated  by  the 
jluftriaa  Troops,  refufed  to  fubmit,  and  were  not  reauced 
without  a  great  d&d  of  Trouble,  and  much  Effufion  of  Blood  ^ 
-  fo  that  the  Force  of  Spain  feemed  at  the  Conclufion  of  this 
War,  exhaufted  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  there  was  not  much  to 
be  feared  from  her,  notwithftanding  her  being  left  in  Poflcffion 
pf  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourhon. 

It  wa?  the  Policy  of  Lexvis  XIV.  to  match  both  his  Grand- 
Ibns,  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Jnjou,  into  the  Houfe  of 
S^^;  and  tho'  in  the  firft  Inftance  his  Policy  feem*d  to  be 
difiippointed,  fmce  the  Duke  of  Savoy  took  Part  with  the  Al- 
lies throughout  die  whole  War,  yet  his  Daughter  the  Queen 
of  Spainy  by  her  engaging  Behaviour,  acquired  the  AflTedlions 
of  the  Spanijb  Nobilit)',  and  thereby  contributed  not  a  little  to 
maintain  her  Cohfort  on  the  Throne. 

She  died  the  14th  of  February  1714,  and  left  behind  her 
two  Sons  J  Don  Letvisy  born  in  1707,  who  became  King  of 
Spain  by  the  Refienation  of  his  Father }  and  Don  Ferdinandy 
bom  the  23d  of  September  1713,  who  is  the  prefent  King  of 
Spain.  By  her  Deceafe  King  Philip  was  left  at  Liberty  to 
firengthen  his  Intereft  by  a  iecond  Marriage,  which  he  con- 
cluded in  a  few  Months'  with  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  Farmfey 
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Daughter  of  die  Duke  of  Partha^  and  Heirels  not  only  of  that 
Duchy,  but  alfo  expedbnt  Heireft  of  Tufcanfy  which  Marriage 
was  made  with  a  View  to  revive  the  Int^reft  of  the  Houfe  of 
BwrboH  in  Italy^  which  had  bean  in  a  manner  extingnilhed  by 
the  late  Peaces 

The  new  Queen  brought  her  Father's  Minifter  into  Power, 
y/Aio  was  afterwards  (b  well  known  by  the  Title  of  C^rdin^ 
Jlberwi^  who  died  hitely.  This  Man,  who  muft  be  allowed  a 
great  Genius,  projeSed  the  Revival  of  the  Spmiijh  Power,  and 
the  Recovery  of  her  ItaUan  Dominions,  at  a  Time  Awh<»i  the 
former  was  thought  very  difficult,  and  the  latter  appeared  totally 
impradicable. 

It  is  true,  that  he  did  not  abfolutdy  fucceed  in  this  Scheme  i 
but  it  is  no  le(s  true,  that  he  came  much  iiearer  it  than  ;uky 
body  could  have  imagined ;  for  he  put  the  AflSurs  of  Spam  iato 
fiich  Order,  that  £he  had  fleets  and  Armies  capabic  of  alanning 
her  Neighbours,  with  which  he  actually  recovered  Sandim^t^ 
and  would  have  recovered  SUitf^  if  the  Britijb  Naval  Power 
had  not  interpofed,  and  given  fuch  a  Blow  at  Mijjina  to  his 
Catholick  Ma^efty's  Maritime  Forces,  as  ruined  all  his  Schemes 
at  once ;  and  which  was  ftill  more,  obliged  his  Mafter  to  pvi 
with  him,  and  to  aceede  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  which  was 
fet  on  foot  to  fupply  the  Defers  of  the  Treaty  of  Utncki^ 
and  to  fix  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe  upon  a  more  ftiiUc 


fiy  this  Alliance  Sar£md  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Amy 
inftnd  of  Siafy ;  but  at  the  iame  time  it  was  agreed,  that  Don 
Carksy  his  Catholick  Majefty's  firfl-born  Son  by  his  fecond 
Wific,  fhould  fucceed  to  Parma  and  Tufuaq.  In  1721,  a  Mar- 
ria|;e  was  concluded  between  the  Fr§ncn  King  Lewis  XV  and  the 
In&nta  of  Spaxriy  which,  as  we  have  (hewn  elfewhere,  did  nqt 
take  eflEcd;  but  another  concluded  at  the  fame  time  did,  where- 
by Lewis  prince  of  Afturias  efpouied  the  fourth  Daughter  ^  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  Regent  of  France. 

Upon  the  Death  of  the  Prince  laft  mentioned,  it  is  believed^ 
that  his  Catholick  Majefly  entertained  fome  Hopes  of  re- 
turning into  France^  and  aflTumine  the  Government  of  that 
Kingdom  in  the  Name  of  his  Nephews  hut  whatever  his 
Motive  was,  upon  the  15th  of  January  1724,  he  a&ually 
refign'd  the  Kingdom  to  his  Son  Don  Lewis  Prince  of  A^ 
Jiuriasy  who  is  allowed  to  have  had  as  great  Abilities  as  could 
be  expefled  in  one  of  his  Years,  whole  Manners  as  well  as 
Birth  endeared  him  to  the  Spaniards^  and  who  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  his  Adminiffaration  gave  great  Hopes  of  his  prov- 
ing a  wife  and  beneficent  Monarch.    But  on  the  30th  of 
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Attguft  following  he  died,  ih  the  e^hteenth  Year  of  |)is  Ag^^ 
to  the  inexpreffibte  Grief  of  his  Father,  as  well  as  of  his 
Subjefb. 

upon  the  Demife  of  Don  LewU  it  Was  judged,  that  In  the 
natural  and  legal  Courie  of  Things,  his  BrotlKr  Don  Fer£<^ 
jwm/ihould  have  fucceeded  hitn  in  the  Throne  %  but  the  Fear  of 
a  Minority,  and  perhaps  fome  other  Reafons,  induced  the  ipa^ 
niards  to  prevail  upon  Pbillf  V.  to  refiinle  the  Government^ 
which  he  did,  but  with  Relu£lancy;  whether  real  or  feiga'd^ 
is  hard  to  determine. 

He  apply'd  himfelf  very  doiUy  to  BufineTs^  and  being  ex« 
tremdy  provok'd  at  the  fending  back  of  the  Infimta  from 
France^  he  began  to  meditate  new  and  ftrange  Defigns;  or 
3Rather  fiich  were  infufed  into  his  Mind  by  the  Qjieen  and  bi^ 
Minifters.  It  is  generally  believed,  and  not  without  gOod 
Grounds,  that  Cardinal  Aweroni^  who  was  then  at  Rsmiy  con-^ 
trived  that  amazing  Scene  which  aftoniihied  all  Europe  \  at  leaft 
it  is  certain,  that  it  was  managed  and  tran(a£ted  by  one  of  his 
Creatures,  a  Man  bom  to  make  a  Figure  in  unquiet  Times, 
and  who,  as  hedeferted  die  Service  of  his  Country,  no  other 
Prince  ought  to  have  relied  on. 

This  was  the  famous  Ripperda^  who  negotiated  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna^  by  which  the  Emperor  Charles  VL  and  King  PhiHpi 
in  whofe  Quarrd  fuch  Rivers  of  Blood  had  been  fhed,  and  fuch 
immenfe  Treafures  expended,  run  into  a  clofe  Alliance  for  the 
mutual  Support  of  each  other's  Intereft,  againft  thofe  very 
Powers  which  had  facrificed  fo  much  for  the  Aggrandifement  of  ' 
both.  The  true  Motives  to  this  fmgular  Meafure  are  by  many 
held  to  remain  ftill  fecret ;  but  it  feems  to  be  pretty  evident^ 
that  the  Views  of  the  Emperor  were  immediate,  and  thofe  of 
Spain  more  at  a  Diftance. 

The  former  thought,  that  by  this  means  he  (hould  eftablifh 
his  Q/?«m/ Company,  by  which  he  hoped  to  rovive  the  Trade  of 
the  Low-Countries^  tho'  at  the  Expence  of  his  old  Friends  the 
Dutehi  the  latter  confented  to  the  aggrandizing  the  Imperial 
Power,  from  the  flattering  Expe<aation  that  Don  Carlos  by  mar* 
rying  the  eldeft  Archduchefs,  at  prcfent  Emprefs  and  Queen  of 
Hungary^  would  become  the  Succeflbr  to  that  Branch  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria^  as  himfelf  had  been  of  the  other,  by  which 
he  feemed  to  renounce  his  Engagements  with  /Vyiw^. 

This   ftrange  Turn  was  more  extraordinary,  confidcring 
the  Time  in  which  it  happened,  when   both  France  zvA  the. 
Maritime  Powers  were  labouring  to  bring  about  in  a  rational 
and  effcftual  manner,  fuch  an  Accommodation  as  thefe  Mo- 
narchs  haftily  and  (if  we  may  fay  it  without  Indecency)  in- 
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confiderately  clappM  up,  with  Views  only  to  their  private  Ad- 
vahtagc.  To  Wlancc  this  Viema  Alliance,  France^  the  Mart* 
time  Powers,  and  Pruffta^  entered  into  the  famous  Treaty  of 
Hanover^  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  Interefts,  which  they 
thought  could  never  be  fafe,  while  this  unnatural  Conjun^on 
fubfiSed. 

The  Emperor  and  the  Catholick  King,  or  rather  his  Queen 
(for  (he  was  at  the  Bottom  of  all  this)  feemed  determined  to 
perfift  in  the  Execution  of  Schemes  frcHn  whence  they  expeded 
to  derive  fuch  mighty  Advantages ;  but  the  Hanover  Allies  took 
their  Meafures  fo  effeSually,  that  they  were  obliged,  after  fomc 
fruitlefs  Attempts,  to  fubmit  to  die  old  Method  of  determining, 
all  Differences  by  a  Negotiation,  which  produced  the  Congrefe 
of  Sotffhns. 

This  Congrefe  was  opened"  the  14th  di  June  1728,  but  to 
very  little  Purpofe,  except  that  it  ferved  to  ihew  the  Afeendency 
which  the  French  Minifter  Cardinal  FUury  had  gained  by  an  Ap- 
pearance of  Probity,  and  an  exterior  DiQ>lay  of  Equity  and  Mo- 
deration ;  whidi  demonftrates,  that  univerfal  Monarchy  might 
be  attained  by  any  powerful  Prince,  who  really  pofleft  thofe 
Virtues.  But  this  Situation  growing  tirefome  to  the  Britijh 
Nation,  their  Minifters  entered  into  a  fecret  Negotiation  with 
the  Crown  of  Spain^  ending  in  the  femous  Treaty  of  Seville  % 
which  it  was  expe£ted  would  have  determined  all  Differences, 
and  put  a  Period  to  the  Labours  of  the  Minifters  on  both  Sides. 
But  this  was  fo  far  from  anfwering  thofe  fanguine  Expefbtions^ 
that  the  two  next  Years  were  taken  up  in  contriving  Expe- 
dients for  carrying  what  was  ftipulated  by  that  Treaty  Jnto  Exe» 
cution. 

It  is  abfolutely  neceilary  that  we  fhould  defcend  a  little  into 
Particulars.  His  Catholick  Majefty's  fecond  Marriage  was  with 
a  View  to  his  Confort's  Succeffion  in  Rahy  and  this  was  fe- 
cured  to  him  upon  his  acceding  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance ; 
that  again  was  ratified  by  a  fubfequent  Treafy,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Vienna  Alliance  j  but  for  the  Empepr's  Security 
it  was  fettled,  that  Smfs  and  not  Spanr/h  Troops  fliould  be  fcnt 
into  Italy  to  maintain  Don  Carlos  in  the  Countries  yielded  to 
him  by  thefe  fevcral  Treaties,  But  the  Treaty  of  SevtlU  altered 
this  Method,  and  provided  that  Spanijh  Troops  fliould  be  fub- 
flituted  inftead  of  Swijs,  To  which  the  Emperor,  as  it  might 
be  reafonably  exp^Aed,  refufed  his  Confent  in  the  moft  pofitive 
and  direft  Terms. 

It  was  to  get  over  this  Difficulty  with  him,  that  new 
Negotiations  were  neceflary,  and  at  length  the  Thing  was 
brought  about;    the  Infant  Don  Caries  wa$   fent   to  Itmy 
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with  Sfani/h-  Troops,  and  receivfd  in  Quality  of  Heir  Ap- 
parent by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcanyy  which  it  was  hoped 
lyould  have,  contributed  much^  not  only  to  the  pacifying  thefe 
Troubles,  but  fecuring  the  Peace  of  Europe^  for  the  prefent 
Age  at  leaft. 

fiut  as  the  ableft  Politicians  are  very  liable  to  miftake  i  this 
laft  Step  proved  the  Caufe  of  a  War,  notwithftanding  that 
^e  Maritioie  Powers  had  made  a  new  Trea^  with  the  Enir 
peror,  on  purpofe  %q  facilitate  it.  The  Infant  Don  Carlos 
arrival  in  Italy  in  173I1  apd  being  in  Pofleflton  of  all  the 
Dominions  to  which  his  expc£^ative  Right  had  created  fo 
n^my  Difputes,  his  Mother  formed  new  dcbemes  for  enlarg- 
ing his  PoY^er,  ;^d  for  ena(>Iing  him  to  aQliqiie  and  main? 
tain  the  regal  Dignity.  In  order  to  this  ihe  fet  on  foot  Lir 
trigues  in  Franciy  to  engine  ^ven  the  pacific  Carding  in  a 
Meafure  dire£Uv  repugnant  to  his  Syftem ;  and  {he  endeavouTr 
^d  to  engage  tne  King  of  Sardinia  to  racilitate  thjs  Defign, 
by  the  Iromife  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan.  His  Mfjefly  had 
fome  Reafons  to  wifh  well  to  the  Spaniflj  Power,  becaufe 
of  his  being  next  in  the  Entail  of  that  Monarchy ;  and  he 
had  ftronger  Reafons  to  diflikc  the  Meafures  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  which  in  refpecS  to  him  were  not  altogether  fo  juft, 
and  by  no  ifieans  fo  grateful  or  decent  as  they  ought  to  have 
teen, 

Thefe  were  the  Motives  to  a  new  Confederacy,  which  upon 
the  Death  of  the  King  of  Poland  in  17-^39  broke  out  into  a 
W^r  in  Italy ;  and  in  die  Year  following  Don  Carlos^  or  rather 
tlie  Spanijh  Oeneral  Montemar^  conquered  the  Kingdom  of 
NapUsy  where  he  fought  one  decifive  Battle  at  BitontOy  of  which, 
to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  his  ViAory,  he  was  made  Duke. 

As  for  the  Iflan<J  of  Sicilyj  the  Inhabitants,  tho'  not  very 
remarkable  for  their  I^oy^lty  or  Steadinefs,  had  lone  (hewn  an 
AfFeAion  for  the  Spanijh  Government,  which  put  Don  Carlos 
in  Poifeffion  of  that  Country  without  a  Stroke.  The  Emperor^ 
though  he  had  no  AfUftance  from  his  Allies,  made  a  tolerable 
Defence  in  Italy  \  and  the  Circumfbmces  of  Things  inclining 
the  Court  pf  Brance  to  a  P?ace,  while  it  was  in  her  Power  to 
be  well  paid  for  it,  Spain  w^s  forced  to  fubmit,  and  by  this 
4neans  publick  Quiet  was  reftox^d  in  1735* 

By  thi§  Ppace  Don  Carloi  requaincd  King  of  the  Two  SiciUes^ 
jind  thereby  ejefted  a  third  Mpnfirchy  in  thcHoufeof  Bourbon  i 
but  then  he  rclinquifhed  his  maternal  Succeffion,  which  was 
(confidering  the  different  Conditions  of  the  Countries)  perhaps 
a  full  Equivalent  for  it.  His  Sardinian  Majefty,  who  had  ha- 
zarded n^ucl),  fU)^  ^hofe  Dominions  had  fufrered  exceiEvel^ 
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hj  the  War,  gained  very  little,  if  we  except  his  gaining  fucU 
an  experiment  Knowledge  of  the  good  Faith  of  Ae  Houfe  of 
Bwrbm^  as  will  fcarce  allow  him  to  truft  it  again.  France^ 
who  pretended  to  get  nothing,  got  all ;  for  fhe  had  L^rrain 
added  to  her  Dominions,  •^  without  any  Colour  of  Right,  except 
the  moft  inglorious  abandoning  King  Stanijlausy  chofen  a  le- 
cond  time  King  of  Poland^  could  be  fo  called.  This  Treaty 
was  concluded  at  ViennOy  with  which,  except  France^  none  of 
the  contracting  Powers  either  were,  or  had  any  Reafon  to  be  far 
tisfied.  After  this  King  Philip  might  well  be  fuppofed  to  have 
nothing  more  in  view  than  fo  fpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days 
in  Peace ;  and  indeed  this  very  probably  might  be  all  the  View 
he. had ;  but  for  his  Queen,  her  Views  were  without  End.  She 
had  made  her  eldeft  Son  a  King,  her  third  a  Cardinal,  almoft,  in 
his  Cradle  $  and  after  all  this  Europe  muft  be  once  more  em- 
broiled, rather  than  her  fecond  Son  Don  PhiUp  Ibould  mifs  the 
being  made  an  independent  Prince.  To  influence  France  in 
his  Favour  fhe  had  married  j;iim  to  a  French  Princeis ;  and  to 
bring  the  King  of  Sardinia  into  her  Scheme,  (he  promifed  him 
any  thing,  but  to  no  efFeCl.  She  endeavounxl  likewife  to  cajole 
the  Court  of  Great  Britain^  but  to  no  Purpofe.  She  then  caufed 
the  King  to  turn  a  deaf  Ear  to  the  Complaints  that  were  con- 
tinually made  of  Depredations  committed  in  the  WeJi-lmSes^ 
which  produced  at  lafl  a  War  between  the  two  Nations,  extremely 
prejudicial  to  their  mutual  Interefts,  and  not  lels  fo  to  her  own, 
had  fhe  confidered  them  in  a  true  Light ;  but  Ambition  i$  ufu- 
ally  blind,  and  the  Defire  of  acquiring,  defeats  the  Power  of 
difcovering  the  Means  of  Acquifition. 

Upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Vlth,  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  having  refolved  to  employ  their  ut- 
moft  Force  to  humble,  at  leaft,  if  not  to  defiroy  it,  the  Crown 
of  Spain  entered  into  this  Confederacy  with  a  View  of  fpeedily 
carrying  its  Point  in  Itafyj  without  the  leaft  RecoUeflion  of  her 
Guaranty  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Fienna^  with  all  the  So- 
lemnity of  which  an  h&,  of  that  Sort  was  capable.  The  Mea* 
fures  taken  for  the  Condudl  of  this  War,  tho'  attended  with  an 
immenfe  Expence,  were,  from  the  very  Beginning,  far  from 
being  fuccefsful.  It  was  with  infinite  Difficulty  that  Troops 
were  tranfported  into  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  and  when  there, 
it  was  found  no  eafy  Matter  to  provide  for  them  Magazines, 
and,  I  was  going  to  fay,  a  proper  Train  of  Artillery,  but  that 
^ould  not  be  provided  at  all. 

The  Duke  de  Montemar^  the  beft  Officer  in  the  Spanijb^  ^nd 
indeed  one  of  the  beft  Generals  in  any  Service,  was  put  at  the 
Ifead  of  this  A^my  in  the  Summer  of  1742,  with  Inftru£tions 
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^0  penetrate  into  Lomhardy^  throu^  the  Papal  Dominions.  H« 
could  not  do  diis  Time  enough  to  fave  the  Duke  of  Mt^na-i 
^hofe  Dominions  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  Allies,  and  his 
Troops,  to  the  Number  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  Men, 
fnade  jPrifoncrs  and  diiarmed.  The  Aufirtan  and  fiedmontefe 
Army  then  marched  to  find  out  the  Duke,  who  gave  the  laA 
^arks  of  his  Military  Skill  in  making  a  very  fine  Retreat  from 
^  fuperior  and  vi6lorious  Enemy*  in  whipb  he  occafioned  more 
Lofe  to  them  than  he  received.  This,  however,  gave  no  Sa- 
tisfaflion  to  the  Court  of  Madrid^  who  foon  after  removed 
him  from  his  Comfnand,  to  bcftow  it  on  a  Flimijh  Officer  of 
great  Experience,  the  Count  de  Gages^  who  continued  to  comr 
jnand  it  with  no  great  Succefs  indeed,  but  wjth  very  high  and 
juft  Reputation  to  hjmfelf  during  the  whole  Wan 

It  is  not  zf  all  neceflary  to  our  D^ign  to  enter  here  into  a 
Detail  of  the  Operations  in  Ita/y^  of  which  we  (hall  have  Occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  more  at  large  elfewherc ;  and  therefore  it  Ihall  fuf- 
jfice  to  iay,  that  after  five  Campaigns,  jn  which  there  perifhed  at 
jeaft  Fourfcore  Thouf^d  Men,  and  for  the  pxpence  of  which 
the  Crown  of  Spain  did  not  difburfe  fo  little  as  oiie  hundred  Mil- 
lions of  Pieces  of  Eight,  Things  fell  into  the  moft  defperate  Con- 
dition imaginable.  The  King  of  the  two  ShUifs,  after  fuffering  a 
Kind  of  oiege  in  his  Camp,  where  he  remained  to  cover  his 
JCingdom  frop  an  Invafion,  was  at  length  pbliged  to  have  re- 
<:ourfc  to  another  Neutrality ;  the  Infant  Don  Pfoflipy  after'rilkr 
ing  a  defperate  Battle  at  Rcttofrfddo,  whiph  with  the  Hazard  ef 
his  Life  opened  him  the  Means  of  Flight,  abandoned  Italy^  and 
tjie  Republick  of  Genoa^^  which  had  embraced  the  Spanijh  Caufe, 
lyas  left  to  the  Mprcy  of  the  Germans^  vvho  became  Matters  even 
pf  tl^e  Capital. 

Under  thefe^Misfortunes,  and  lyorn  out  with  Age  and  In- 
firmities, Philip  the  Fifth  departed  this  Life  on  the  29th 
of  June  1746,  in  his  Grand  Qimafleric,  and  in  the  46th 
Year  of  his  Reign.  He  was  a  Monarch  endowed  with  few 
great  Qualities,  but  at  the  fame  time  blemiflied  with  ftill 
fewer  Vices.  He  was  governed  by  his  tyro  Queens,  and  owed 
entirely  to  them  the  different  Circumftances  in  which  at  certain 
Periods  of  his  Life  he  found  his  Affairs.  Tbey  were  both  Ita» 
liansy  both  Princefles  of  great  Abilities,  but  of  very  difFerent 
Tempers.  His  iirft  Queen,  the  Daughter  of  the  late  King  of 
Sardinia^  and  the  Sifter  of  the  prefent,  was  the  moft  amiable 
Woman  in  the  World  in  her  Behaviour,  and  by  engaging  the 

?earts  pf  the  Spaniards  preferved  the  Throne  to  her  Hu-fband, 
J^e  fecond  formed  by  the  Le.flbns  of  Cardinal  Jlhnoni^  knew 
Jikeyvife  how  to  raife  ^  ft^rong  Party  to  herfplf  among  the  Spanijh 
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Oranc(ce^  ;  and  tho'  it  was  generally  beUered  ihat  fudi  as  were 
Hot  in  her  Intercft  were  feriiipcrior  in  Number,  and  that  the 
Death  of  the  King  Would  have  entirely  demolifhed  her  Power, 
J^et  Time  has  fhewn  the  contrary ;  and  that  notwithftanding 
what  the  Sfantardi  have  fuffcred  by  purfuiDg  her  Pretentions  in 
liafyy  they  ftill  preferve  a  very  high  Refpeft  and  Eftecm  for  her 
Perfon,  or  at  leaft  aiFed  it^  on  account  of  her  having  ftill  fo 
good  a  Reverfionary  Right  to  Power. 

The  King  at  his  Deceafe,  befides  the  Prince  of  Afturiat  of 
tiie  firft  Bed,  left  behind  him,  by  hjs  fecond  Confort,  three  Sons 
and  three  Daughters,  v/z.  Don  Carles,  who  widi  vaft  Expence 
aind  Trouble  he  had  feated  on  the  Throne  of  the  SiciUer^ 
efpoufed  to  a  Sdxm  Princeis;  theln£auit  Don  Philips  married  to 
the  eldeft  of  the  Fnncb  Princefles  y  the  Cardinal  Infant  Don  Ltwis^ 
Archbifhop  of  Toledo  and  of  SeoiUi.  The  Infiuita  Marj^Arme^ 
ViSioria  Quttn  Regent  df  Portugal  \  iht  hiSmtx  Maria'-Terefa 
jnarried  to  the  Dauphin  of  France^  fince  deceafed  $  and  the  In« 
&nta  Maria- Amnietta-F^rdinandBi^  then  in  her  17th  Year^  at 
prefent  Duchefs  of^Sawfl 

Ferdinand  the  Vlth  fucceeded  kis  Fadiet  in  die  33d  Year  of  hia 
Age,  having  married  Jamuary  8, 1729^,  the  Infiinta  MaiT}  Mag* 
daiena  of  Pertugalj  near  two  Years  older  than  hisnfelf,  by  whom 
he  has  no  liliie.  It  was  generally  believed  upon  the  Acceffionof 
this  Monarch  that  Thin^  would  have  taken  entirely  a  new 
Turn  in  the  Court  of  Spaln^  and  his  CathoTick  M^efty,  or  at 
Jeaft  his  Minifters,  took  fbme  Pains  to  keep  up  this  Opinion^ 
from  whence  they  reaped  very  confiderable  Advantages.  TTie ' 
War,  however,  was  carried  on  with  Vigour,  beciufe,  as  the 
tiew  King  publtflied  in  his  Manifeftoes,  it  was  very  earneftly  re- 
commended to  him  by  his  Father ;  and  t  athe  iaine  time  it  yf93 
given  out,  that  his  Catholkk  Majefty  looked  upon  it  as  a  Point 
of  Policy,  as  well  as  of  Duty,  to  procure  his  Brother  an'  Efta- 
biifhment  in  Itafy'y  (o  that  it  was  very  qui^y  difcerned  that  a 
Peace  was  not  to  be  had  without. 

The  Supplies  given  to  the  State,  of  Genca  were  very  confi- 
derable, and  the  Spanijh  Forces  in  Savey  were  thoroughly  re- 
cruited and  fomewhat  augmented;  in  fliort,  every  Step  was 
taken^  upon  the  Entrance  of  the  new  Prince,  that  might  give 
his  Subjects  equal  Hopes  of  his  being  defirous  to  reftore  their 
Tranquility,  and  at  the  fame  time  refolved  to  fupport  the 
Dignity  of  the  Crown  of  Spain.  The  Reports  that  prevailed,  as 
if  the  French  Intcreft  was  now  at  an  End,  had  no  other  Foun* 
dation  than  the  Opennefs  with  which  the  Populace  difcovered 
their  Refentment  againft  the  French  Nation.  Wife  People  very 
quickly  faw,  that  no  great  Alteration  either  could  or  would 
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happen ;  and  chofe  who  were  the  £%rtheft  httA  that  Char^deiV 
had  Proois  fuiEcient  to  convince  them  that  at  this  Juncture  thcfa 
ConjeAures,  however  ridiculed,  were  but  too  well  founded. 

In  the  Negotiations  that  were  carried  on  for  Peace,  the  Court 
of  ^<7<i>-i^relied  implicitly  upon  that  of  VerfailleSy  which  was 
the  more  extraordinary  as  they  had  all  that  Time  a  Minifter  at 
London ;  but  it  may  be  very  well  fuppofed  that  the  Nature  of  his 
InftnuSions  tould  be  no  great  Secret  to  the  French  Minifters, 
fmcc  it  does  not  appear  that  they  ever  took  any  Umbrage  at  this 
Part  of  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Conduft,  The  Marquis  dt  Sot9 
Major  afted  as  the  Spanijb  Plenipotentiary  at  Aix-la-ChapelUy 
where  the  feventh  Article  regarding  the  Ceflions  made  to  the 
Infant  Don  Philips  was  indeed  the  moft  important,  and  by  very 
much  the  moft  difputed  in  the  whole  Treaty }  and  tho*  it  was 
not  adjufted  entirely  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Spanijh  Court, 
which  prefled  for  a  general  Settlement  of  the  Duchies  of  Parma^ 
Plaantia  and  GuaJiaUa  upon  the  Royal  Infant  and  hisIiTue  with- 
out any  Reftri£lions,  yet  by  the  Influence  and  Steadinefs  of  the 
French  Miniftry,  thoie  important  Ceffions  were  not  only  pro- 
cured upon  as  good  Terms  as  could  be  reafonably  expelled, 
confirmed  by  the  moft  authentick  A£b  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia^  but  the  Execution  likewife  prefled 
with  equal  Vigilance  and  Vigour. 

As  to  the  Article  which  regarded  the  DifFerenqes  between  this 
Court  and  that  of  Great  Britain^  nothing  was  regulated  thereby, 
except  the  Rightof  the  South-Sea  Company  to  four  Yearr  of  the 
JJfiento  Treaty,and  the  reft  of  theDiflfecences  were  tacitlv  referred 
^to  the  Negotiation  before  mentioned ;  fince  that,  the  Ajfiento  has 
been  fold  by  a  Convention ;  to  which,  by  way  of  Appendix,  a 
Treaty  is  ftill  carrying  on,  as  to  the  Event  of  which,  we  as  yet 
know  nothings  By  thisMeans  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  extricat- 
ed out  of  an  expenfivcanddeftruftiveWafy  (whkhhad  continu- 
ed {^Gti  Years,  and  in  that  Time  had  drawn  upon  his  Subjects  in*- 
exprefTible  Hardfiiips)  had  an  eile£lual  Eftablifliment  provided  for 
Ws  Brother  Don  Philips  honourable  Provifions  made  for  his  Al- 
lies, thcDukc of  Modena^  and  theRepublickof  G^^^  5  anda  Way 
opened  to  reduce  his  military  Expences,  and  bring  the  Dome- 
IHck  Concerns  of  his  Adminiftration  into  Order,  which  while 
the  War  lafted  could  not  be  done.  Befldes  the  War  with  Great 
Britain  which  had  begun  fomewhat  earlier  was  likewife  ended  9 
and  in  a  Manner  too  with  which  the  Court  of  Madrid  had  many 
Rcafons  to  be  pleafed  ;  but  none  greater  than  its  removing  the 
Impediments  to  the  Return  ofthatvaft  Mafs  of  Treafiire  which 
had  been  collected  in  the  Weft-Indies^  of  which  the  Spaniards 
were  in  great  Want,  and  for  Y^ich  even  at  this  Time  they 
,  were  not  altooetiicr  without  Fears.  Wc 
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We  have  fince  feen  all  the  Advantages  that  Spain  tould  pr(V« 
mife  herfelf  from  tliis  Treaty  obtained  in  their  full  Extent ;  the 
In&nt  Duke  is  in  Pofleffion  of  the  Countries  yielded  to  him, 
the  EHike  of  Modina^  and  the  Republick  o(  Genoa,  have  had 
their  Territories  reftored,  ,and  the  Wcakh  expeSed  from  the 
Indies  has  been  Mdj  brought  home.  What  the  Iflue  will  be  of 
(o  great  and  fo  happy  a  Change  in  her  Circumftances,  is  in  the 
Womb  of  Time ;  but  without  all  doubt,  the  prefent  Seafon  is 
very  critical,  and  the  future  Welfare  or  Mifery  of  the  Spanijh 
Nation  depends.  In  a  great  meafure,  upon  the  Turn  his  Ca- 
tholick  Majefty's  Councils  £ball  take  at  a  Jundure^  when  it  is 
entirely  in  his  own  Power  to  make  them  take  what  Turn  he 
pleafes,  and  to  render  himfelf  as  great  and  independent  a  Prince 
as  any  of  his  PredeceiTors; 

We  might  have  entered  into  many  other  Particulars)  and  de* 
fcended  to  the  Confideration  of  various  Matters  of  Fad,  if  thefe 
were  not  beiide  our  Purpofe,  which  is  to  exhibit  a  Picture  of 
the  prefent  State  of  Spain^  or  rather  the  prefent  State  of  the  Po- 
liticks of  the  Court  of  Spain^  towards  which  a  few  great  Strpkes 
are  fufficient^  and  all  the  little  Trimmings  and  >liceties  of  an 
hiftorical  Abridgment  would  be  deftroying  a  Likenefs.  It  is  in- 
deed very  true  that  theOiit-lines  are  only  marked,  and  that  the 
Piece  wants  heightening,  and  even  Colour  ;  but  in  refee£t  to 
this,  we  muft  be  excufed,  where  in  Reality  we  are  reurained. 
The  greateft  Part  of  this  Work  was  written  and  publifhed  too, 
duriilg  a  War,  when  the  Noifi:  of  Arms  rendered  the  Writer  leis 
'  attentive  to  certain  Scruples ;  but  now  Peace  is  reftored,  we  muft 
no  longer  exprdls  ourfdves  with  fo  much  Freedom.  We  muft 
therefore  be  content  with  laying  Things  down  in  general  T^ims 
in  many  Cafes,  and  leaving  them  to  the  Interpretation  of  the 
Ingenious.  Heretofore  we  have  been  wont  to  conduct  the 
Rouler  to  his  Journey's  End  ;  and  if  we  now  only  point  him 
out  the  Road,  it  does  not  arife  either  from  Wearinefs  or  want 
of  Civility,  but  becaufe  we  cannot  travel  it  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner 5  for  tho'  he  may  purfue  the  Journey  very  eflFeftually  in  his 
Mind,  yet  if  we  do  it,  it  muft  be  upon  Paper. 

But  we  are  now,  according  to  the  Method  that  hitherto  has 
been  followed,  to  fpeak  of  the  Interefts  of  this  Monarchy,  which 
we  (hall  do  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  will  in  a  great  meafure  remove 
every  Difficulty  that  might  lie  in  the  Way  of  deciding  with  Pro- 
bability on  the  future  Condu£l  of  the  Spanijh  Minifters.  For 
if  the  real  Interefts  of  the  Nation  be  thorougt^ly  explained,  it 
will  not  require  much  Penetration  to  difcern  whither  they  are 
puriueid.     It  muft  indeed  be  obferved,  that  this  decides  nothing 
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with  refpeS  t6  tift  Abilities  of  Minifters ;  for  Men  may  puifue 
wrong  Meafure^  with  great  Skill  and  Addrefi,  and  perhaps  thofe 
Statefmen  have  acquired  the  higheft  Characters  in  that  Capacity, 
who  have  employed  their  Talents  to  none  of  the  beft  Purpofes. 
In  fuch  Cafes  they  are  refponfible  who  give  the  Bias ;  for  PriQce^ 
muft  be  ferved  in  the  Way  they  will  be  fervcd)  tho'  it  frequently 
happens,  that  when  their  own  Inclinations  have  brought  them 
into  a  Labyrinth,  they  make  no  Scruple  of  extricating  them* 
felves  at  the  Expence  of  their  Servants,  and  (b  iacrifice  the  In*, 
ftrument  to  the  Refentment  of  thofe  who  are  hurt  by  it,  without 
confiderins  where  the  Offence  really  lies,  or  diftinguiihing  be- 
tween the  Intention  of  giving  the  Wound,  and  the  Haiid,  which' 
from  a  Principle  of  Duty,  perhaps,  gave  it. 

Yet  this,  as  it  is  the  conunon  Lot  of  Minifters,.  tbo'  it  is  juft 
in  one  Senfe;  is  grievous  in  another ;  for  tho'  the  Vidims  to 
national  Fury  are  commonly  abandoned,  either  through  Want 
of  Couragp,  or  Want  of  Gratitude,  yet  they  are  feldom  aban- 
doned to  any  Punifhment  greater  than  they  have  deferved.  He 
who  to  gratify  his  Appetite  to  Profit,  Pomp,  or  Pow^,  under- 
takes to  dp  what  either  he  does  not  well  confider,  or  which  wdl 
confideTed  he  knows  ought  not  to  be  done,  gratifies  his  Paffions 
at  his  owti  rifk  ;  and  tho'  when  he  feels  the  £fFe6ls  of  his  Am^ 
bition  or  his  Avarice,  he  may  with  fome  Reafon  complain  of 
his  Mafter,  yet  he  cannot  with  the  leafl  Shadow  of  Equity  de* 
claim  againft  that  Stroke  of  Juftice  which  fooner  or  later  may 
reach  him  from  the  Senfe  of  the  People.  The  moft  abfolute 
Prii^ces  muft  have  their  Counfellors  and  their  Miniften  ;  and  if 
thefe  make  their  Court,  either  by  faying  or  doing  Evil,  it  iaat 
their  Peril ;  and  if  they  deceive  themfelvcs  with  the  Hope  that 
either  Things  will  laft  for  their  Time,  or  that  they  (hall  be  able  to 
cover  theiTifclves  by  the  Authority  of  the  Prince  againft  the  juft 
Hiite  of  his  Subje<Sls,  they  can  olame  nothing  but  their  own 
Want  of  Forefight,  if  their  Expe^tions  fail  them. 

Inlbnccs  of  both  kinds,  that  is,  of  Miniilers  praifed,and  Mi- 
nifters punifhed,  occur  frequently  in  the  Spanifli  as  well  as  in 
other  Hiftories ;  but  it  may  fall  but  there,  as  well  as  elfe- 
whcre,  that  Praife  and  Punifhment  too  may  be  mifapplied ; 
and  to  judge  of  this  rightly,  not  only  in  Times  paft,  but  likewife 
in  Times  to  come,  we  muft  have  right  Apprehenfions  of  that 
Rule,which  can  alone  diftinguifh  in  fuch  Matters  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  we  muft  know  what  are  the  true  Interefi?  of  the  Nation, 
and  what  thofe  Biafles  are,  to  which  Minifters  are  liable  from 
the  falfe  Notions  and  the  falfe  Interefts  of  the  Court  \  and  thefe 
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may  be  very  fairly  and  iuRy  explained,  from  what  able  and  dif- 
interefted  Pens  have  written  before  us  upon  this  Subjed. 

At  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace  of  Utrechty  when  the  Title 
e{  Pbiiip  V.  as  King  of  £^m  and  the/n^V/,  was  acknowledged 
by  the  High  Allies,  there  were  two  kinds  of  Securities  taken,  for 
preventing  thofe  mifchievous  Confequences,  which  were  but 
too  juftly  apprehended  from  the  leaving  fuch  vaft  Dominion 
in  the  Hands  of  the  younger  Branch  of  a  Family  already  be- 
come too  powerful,  and  too  formidable  in  refpedi  to  the  reft 
of  Ewropi* 

The  iirft  of  thefe  was  the  Renunciations  made  by  King 
Philipy  and  the  Princes  of  his  Family,  to  the  Succeffion  of  tho 
Crown  of  France^  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Orleans  ;  and  the 
other,  the  yielding  Gibraltar  and  the  Ifland  oi  Minorca  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Nature  of  Cautionary  Places, 
or  Securities  for  the  Performance  of  what  was  ftipulated  by  that 
Treaty. 

This  was  then  held  necef&oy  on  both  Sides ;  for  as  the  Allies 
very  juftly  dreaded  the  too  clofe  CohjuniElion  of  the  Crowns 
of  France  and  Sfoin^  fo  die  Spaniards  themfelves  were  very  fen«* 
iible  of  xhe  Inconveniencies  lefulting  from  their  Dependence 
upon  that  Crown ;  and  weredefirous  enough  of  being  freed  from 
them^for  the  prefent,  and  fecured  againft  them  for'the  future ;  * 
and  all  this  very  plainly  appeared,  from  the  readinefs  with  wliich 
they  gave  thofe  Renunciations  the  moft  folemn  SamSlion,  that  it 
was  in  their  Power,  as  a  Nation,  to  give. 

It  was  the  interefl  alfo  of  the  Royal  Family,  the  Miniftry, 
and  the  People  of  Spainy  to  have  adhered  religioufly  to  this 
Treaty,  and  to  have  been  content  with  every  thing  that  was 
fHpidated  therein  and  thereby.  It  was  this  that  iecured  the 
Dignity  of  King  Philips  and  made  him  truly  a  King,  and  not 
a  Vice- Roy  :  It  was  this  that  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Spanijb 
Miniftry  to  reform  the  Diforders '  in,  and  to  reftore  the 
Credit  and  Force  of  the  Kingdom;  and  it  was  this  that 
enabled  the  People  to  reap  the  Pleafures  and  Profits  of  Peace, 
and  the  Advantages  fecured  to  them  by  the  fole  PofleiBon  of 
the  Indies^  which  they  bad  never  poilefled  in  fo  great  Tran- 
quility before. 

But  it  very  quickly  appeared,  that  as  clear  and  felf-evident  as 
thefe  Maxims  were,  they  had  no  great  Influence  on  any  of  the 
Parties  concerned.  His  Catholick  Majefly  was  entirely  govern^ 
ed  by  his  Grandfather  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  and  after  his  Deceafe 
he  turned  bis  Views  fo  thoroughly  toward  his  native  Country, 
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as  to  ad  in  a  manner  equally  inconfiftent  with  the  Intjcrefls  ot 
his  Crown,  and  with  the  Treaties  by  which  he  had  acquired  it.* 
His  Minifters  made  no  Difficulty  of  ialling  into  his  Views ;  and 
the  natural  Pride  and  Ambition  of  the  Spaniards  drew  them  tcr 
wi(h  the  Recovery  of  their  Italian  Dominions  at  leaft,  tho*  the 
PofTeffion  of  them  was  never  of  any  great  Service,  but  might  be 
efteemed  rather  a  Burthen  to  them. 

After  the  King's  fecond  Marriage,  this  wrong  Turn  of  Poli- 
ticks began  to  difplay  itfelf  more  fully,  and  the  Spaniards  en- 
deavoured by  Force  of  Arms  to  recover  Sicilyj  and  were  alfo  in- 
clined to  attack  Gibraltar.  This  forced  the  Maritime  Powers 
to  adhere  clofely  to  the  Houfe  oi  Auftrioj  and  to  take  fuch  Mea- 
fures  for  deftroying  the  naval  Strength  of  Spain^  as  couM  only 
be  juftiiied  by  that  Necei$ty  upon  which  they  were  plainly 
founded. 

By  the  Acceffion  of  Spain  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and 
the  Advantages  ftipulated  for  her  therein,  a  new  Opportunity 
was  offered  of  eftablilhing  her  Peace  and  Proipertty  upon  a  laft- 
ing  Foundation  ;  and  it  looked  for  fome  time  as  if  ihe  intended 
it,  but  this  lafted  not  long.  ThcFienna  Alliance  was  contracted 
upon  falfe  Principles  ;  for  it  tended  to  deftroy  the  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Europij  and  to  force  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  out  of  the 
Hands  of  Great  Britainy  which  can  never  be  efFedted  by  Wary 
becaufe  every  War  proves  the  Pofleffion  of  them  by  this  Crown 
to  be  for  the  common  Benefit  of  all  the  independent  Powers  in 
Europe. 

From  that  Time  the  Spani/h  Miniftry  introduced  a  trimming 
kind  of  Politicks,  purfuing  fometimes  one  Scheme,  fome-* 
times  another ;  but  never  affedling  that  Independency  and 
Care  of  their  own  Concerns,  which  can  alone  render  their 
People  happy  at  home,  and  their  Power  refpeded  abroad.  Yet 
it  is  certain,  that  both  Alberoni  and  Ripperda  very  well  under- 
ftood  the  Intereft  of  Spain^  to  which  they  always  gave  the  fe- 
cond Place  in  their  political  Proje£b.  Happy  had  it  been  for 
themfelves,  the  Spaniards^  and  all  the  reft  of  Europe^  if  they 
had  conftantly  given  it  the  firft  I  That  they  were  both  Fo- 
reigners, and  both  the  Sons  of  Fortune^  was  and  muft  be  their 
fole  Excufe. 

The  Ambition  of  the  two  firfl  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
jtujlriay  and  the  Inadivity  of  the  three  lafJ,  threw  the  Affiurs 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain  into  fuch  Diforder,  and  brought  the 
People  into  fuch  Indigence,  that  it  certainly  became  their  ^In- 
tereft, at  Jeaft  for  the  Space  of  a  Century,  to  endeavour  at  rc- 
f  eopling  their  Country,  recovering  their  Trade,  and  rcftoring 

their 
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tiieir  Conftitution  and  ancient  Government ;  for  die  efFecting  of 
all  which,  they  had  every  Means  and  every  Opportunity  they 
could  wiih,  and  many  more  than  they  had  any  juft  Reafon  to 
expei^ 

They  ought  therefore  to  have  laid  afide  all  XJ^wg**^  ©f  ^*- 
covering  their  Dominions  in  Italy^  fmce  though  they  ferved  well 
enough  to  enrich  particular  Families,  fent  thither  in  Quality  of 
Vice-Roys,  or  other  high  Officers,  yet  to  the  Nation  they  were 
burthenfome,  as  requiring  a  much  greater  Expence  to  preferve 
and  defend  them,  than  thofe  or  any  other  Advantages  accruing  to 
private  Perfons  could  ballance  in  any  Degree,  it  was  of  no  le(s 
Confequence  for  them,  to  promote  their  Commerce  in  the  ff^4/i^ 
Indiesy  which  if  duly  attended  to,  would  moft  certainly  have 
produced  the  Means  of  fetting  up  ufeful  and  valuable  Kfanu* 
£idures  at  home,  and  thereby  have  brought  fuch  immenfe  Trea^ 
fures  into  Old  Spaitty  as •  would  foon  have  enabled  them  Co  have 
recovered  all  their  paft  LofTes,  and  to  have  put  every  Fortreis 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  their  Navy,  into  a  proper  State  of 
Defence. 

But  if  the  Spanijh  Punto,  and  the  Honour  that  is  the 
Humour  of  the  Nation,  was  to  be  preferred  to  all  Things,  and 
the  Dominions  torn  from  their  Crown  by  the  laft  War  re- 
covered at  any  Rate»  ftill  it  was  their  Intercft  religioufly  to 
have  obferved  the  Peace  of  Utrechty  and  above  all  things  to 
have  courted  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Maritime  Powers.  The 
Spanijh  Prudence  in  former  Times  was  wont  to  gain,  rather 
than  lofe,  by  Delay  {  and  if  the  King  and  his  Minifters,  in* 
fiead  of  taking  the  Steps  they  did,  had  fteadily  adhered  to 
the  Faith  of  Treaties,  they  might  have  found  Opportunies, 
even  without  Bloodflied,  and  at  a  very  trivial  Expence  in 
Comparifon  of  what  it  has  coft  them  fmce,  to  have  carried  all 
their  Points. 

if  Spain  had  been  abfolutely  detached  from,  and  no  way  depen* 
dent  upon  Francey  her  Power  would  not  have  been  the  Objaa 
of  Envy  to  the  reft  of  Europe ;  and  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
younger  Princes  of  her  Family  in  Italy  might  have  been  promoted 
inftead  of  being  fo  vigorously  oppofed  by  certain  Potentates, 
that  do  not  adt  either  from  Ambition  or  Caprice,  but  are  in- 
fluenced purely  by  Motives  of  Self-Prcfervation,  and  a  juft  Re- 
gard for  the  Maintenance  of  that  Commerce,  that  is  and  muft  be 
Ithe  Bails  of  their  Power. 

Spain  and  the  Indiet  may  be  confidered  as  two  great  Empires 
under  the  Dominion  of  one  Monarch,  and  the  Happinefs  of 
both  depends  upon  a  reciprocal  Regard  for   the  Welfare  of 

each 
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eacTi  othen  Ta  p^efeivc  her  American  Dominions,  a^d  to  fds^ 
the  titmoft  Profits  from  them,  it  is  the  Bufmefs  of  Spain  at  alf 
Events  to  maintain  Peace,  at  ieaft  till  (he  has  recovered  fuch 
a  maritime  Force  as  will  enable  her  to  fend  Supplies,  and  to  bring 
home  her  Galleons  in  fpite  of  any  Power  with  whom  (he  is  at 
War. 

•  On  the  odier  hand,  the  SpaiAJh  Government  iiy  the  Indiea 
mi^t  he  put  under  fuch  a  Regulation,  as  to  make  all  her  Sub* 
je6b  there  infinitely  more  eafy  smd  happy  than  they  cotild  be 
under  any  other  Crown  j  and  at  the  fame  time  procure  front 
thjMtt  all  the  Advantap;cs  that  either  the  Government  or  the 
Spanijh  Nation  could  reafbnably  expert ;  and  this  too,  not  only 
without  the  Envy,  but  with  the  entire  Satisfadlion  of  moft  of 
die  Kingdoms  and  States  of  Europe^  who  have  very  near  as  great 
an  Intereft  in  preferving  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Indies  to  Spain^  as 
Spain  itfelf. 

But  then  k  is  both  reafonable  and  neceiTary,  that  on  the 
<me  hand  tht' Spaniards  (hould  endeavour  to  make  the  moft 
of  their  Plantations,  and  not  fufier  them  by  mere  Negligence  to 
fkll  to  Ruin  and  Decay  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  they 
fliodd  pun£tually  fulfill  their  Engagenfbnts,  and  allow  certain 
reafonable  Advantages  in  Trade  to  theit  ancient,  natural  and 
ufeful  Allies.  Thefe  Maxims  once  made  the  Rule  of  their  Con-^ 
dud,  their  own  Commerce  would  revive,  and  of  courfe  become 
daily  more  extenfive  and  more  profitable,  their  American  Domi- 
nions recover  their  former  Luftre  and  Profpcrity,  and  the  Power 
of  Old  Spain  rife  as  high  as  ever  it  flood  in  the  Days  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  No  wonder  therefore,  if  the  Purfuit  of  con- 
trary Meafures  produces  contrary  £flFe£ls. 

As  to  the  Interefts  of  Spain  with  regard  to  her  Neighbours, 
without  doubt  it  confifts  in  maintaining  a  fair  Correfpondence 
with  them,  without  forming  any  Pretentions  on  their  Territories. 
Her  Differences  with  France  are  now  extinguilhed,  and  as  fhe 
has  Reafon  to  look  upon  that  as  an  Advantage,  fo  it  is  a  natural 
Motive  to  Peace  and  good  Neighbourhood,  that  they  are  go- 
verned by  Monarchs  of  the  fame  Blood  ;  but  at  the  fame  time, 
a  King  of  Spain  ought  to  confider,  that  he  owes  it  to  his  own 
Dignity,  and  tatheunfliaken  Loyalty  of  his  Subje£);s,  to  govern 
them  as  their  own  Monarch,  not  as  the  Subftkute  or  Deputy  of 
another  Prince. 

He  ought  to  confider  this  as  the  Error  chie8y  to  be  guarded 

againft  in  his  Government,  becaufe  there  is  none  diat  he  can 

commit  will  be  attended  with  fo  bad  Confequences,  inafmuch 

as  it  cannot  fail  of  creating  Jealoufies  alid  Uneafmei&s  at  home, 
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at  the  ftine  time  that  it  finloB  hk  Credit,  and  difpofes  other  States 
to  be  bis  Enemies  abroad.  Befides,  in  point  of  Trade,  and  even 
of  Dominion,  the  French  alone  can  have  Views  upon  him,  as 
appears  by  their  Attempts  to  trade  dire£Uy  to  the  S^toihSeaSf  and 
to  obtain  the  entire  Dominion  of  Hifpaniola ;  which  whenever 
they  acquire,  the  Spanijb  Territories  in  America  will  be  at  their 
.  Mercy. 

In  regard  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  the  great  Caufe  of  Diff 
pute  has  been  in  the  Italian  Dominions ;  and  evident  it  is,  that 
this  Spirit  of  Difputing  is  the  EfFeA  of  Italian  Counfels,  which 
we  have  too  great  Eeafon  to  fear  will  influence  that  Coutt 
for  a  lon|  Series  of  Years  to  come;  unlefi  ibme  Spamjh 
Miniiler  of  true  Genius  (hould  arife,  and  convince  his  Maflef 
of  the  Neceffity  of  letting  Bounds  to  that  Spirit  This  alone 
can  contribute  to  the  Peace  and  Grandeur  of  Spain^  to  the-Quiet 
and  Safety  of  Italy^  and  to  the  general  Tranquility  of  all  the  reft 
of  Europe. 

To  the  Grandeur  of  Spain^  by  keeping  her  out  of  thofe 
tedious  and  deftruftive  Wars  that  exhauft  her  People,  which 
jhe  can  fo  ill  fpare,  and  her  Treafures  already  brought  very 
low.  To  the  Welfare  of  Italyy  by  maintaining  the  Ballance  of 
Power,  which  is  efTentially  neceflary  to  the  feveral  States  of 
that  Country,  and  which  can  never  be  fubverted,  if  the  Spa*  . 
niards  would  aft  with  Moderation,  and  confult  their  true  In- 
tereft  in  this  particular.  To  the  Tranquility  of  Europe^  all  the 
Powers  of  which  are  fo  much  concerned  both  by  Intereft  and 
Treaty,  in  the  Prefervation  of  the  Syftem  in  that  Country,  that 
it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  fuffer  any  Variation  without 
having  recourfc  to  Arms,  in  order  to  let  the  BalJance  right 
again. 

In  reference  to  Psrtugalj  it  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of 
Spain  to  live  well  with  her,  and  in  the  clofeft  Correfpondence 
poffible;  becaufe  though  that  Power  can  be  no  formidable 
Enemy  by  herfelf,  yet  in  cafe  the  Enemies  of  this  Crown  enter 
into  a  Confederacy  againft  Spain^  (he  is  able  to  give  her  more 
Uneafinefs  than  any  other  Potentate  j  as  appeared  plainly  in  the 
laft  general  War,  when  the  Allies  became  once  Matters  of 
Madrid^  purely  hy  being  engaged  in  Treaty  with  the  -P^- 
tuguefe. 

It  muft  indeed  be  owned,  that  the  Situation  of  Portugal  is  fuch 
9s  muft  naturally  tempt  an  ambitious  Prince  on  the  Throne  of 
Spain  to  afpire  to  the  Conqueft  of  jt ;  yet  even  ambitious 
Princes,  if  they  are  wife,  will  weigh  the  Rifle  they  run  againft 
(he  Advantage  tbe^  feek  |  and  it  wHl  fcarce  ever  happen,  that  a 
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9,panijh  Monarch  fhall  find  himfelf  in  fuch  a  Situation,  a§  to  bo 
^le  to  undertake  the  Conqueft  of  Portugal,  without  running  the 
llaa^rd  of  bringing  the  War  into  the  Heart  of  his  own  Domi* 
tiions  ;  which  is  fuch  a  Hazard,  as  certainly  no  prudent  Prince 
will  run,  for  the  Sake  of  any  Advantage  whatever ;  even  if  it 
were  not,  as  in  this  Cafe  it  muft  be,  attended  with  the  moft 
manifeft  and  flagrant  Injuftice. 

Thc.Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the  Piratical  States  of  Barbary^ 
have  always  been  confidered  as  hereditary  Enemies  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  and  perhaps  thev  are  the  only  Enemies  againft  whom 
the  Spaniards  can  exert  their  Force ;  and  that  compatible  with 
the  Circumfiances  of  their  AfFairs  at  home,  agreeable  to  their 
own  Intereft,  and  without  exciting  the  Jealoufy  of  their  Neigh- 
bours. The  Crown  of  Spain  is  already  in  ppileflion  of  dtaa, 
Oran,  and  fome  other  Fdrttefles  upon  that  Coaft,  which  {he  has 
hitherto  fo^nd  it  difficult  to  preferye ;  and  though  (he  has  made 
frequent  Attempts,  yet  has  (he  never  been  able  to  make  any  cour 
4iderable  Addition  to  her  Conquefts. 

It  may  perhaps  be  hereafter  in  her  Power  to  do  fomething 
jnore  confiderable  on  this  Side ;  but  in  all  human  Probability,  if 
this  is  ever  done,  it  muft  be  by  ^  Naval  Force,  in  which  as  (he 
would  meet  with  no  Oppofition  from  any  of  the  European 
Powers,  fo  (he  might  hope  for  the  Affiftance  of  Portugal  and  the 
Italian  States  ;  and  any  Impreilions  ibe  could  make  on  that  Side, 
would  certainly  anfwer  valuable  Purpofes,  and  particularly  die 
fccuring  her  Coafts,  the  preferving  hir  Commerce,  and  the  re^ 
viving  the  Reputation  of  iht.SpamJh  Navy,  which  for  a  Century 
paft  has  been  almoft  as  low,  as  for  the  Century  preceding  it  was 
both  formidable  and  &mous» 

The  Face  of  AfFairs  in  Spain  has  been  greatly  changed  by 
the  Acceilion  of  the  prefent  Family  to  the  Throne,  who  with- 
out doubt  reaped  vaft  Advantages  from  the  prodigious  Efforts 
made  in  their  Favour  by  the  French,  .who  yet  made  thofe  Efforts 
in  favour  of  a  younger  Branch  of  their  own  Royal  Family, 
and  not  as  the  natural  or  even  political  Allies  of  the  Spantjb 
Nation ;  and  it  is  certain  that  they  have  been  very  well  paid 
for  it  fince.  But  the  Condition  to  AVhich  Spain  was  reduced 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  at  the  Time  of  the  Death  of 
Charles  11.  is  a  Proof  that  there  cannot  be  *  a  greater  Mif- 
fortune  to  any  People,  than  for  their  Princes  ever  to  enter- 
tain Thoughts  of  univerfal  Monarchy,  whether  by  actually 
fubduing,  or  by  maintaining  a  general  Influence  over  other 
Nations  ^  for  the  former  Method  will  infallibly  leave  then\ 
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sirlthout  Men,  as  the  latter  muft  neceflarilj  leave  theoi  withoi)t 

Money, 

Indeed  Sf>atn  at  that  Time  was  left  without  either;  there 
were  not  in  the  important  Fortrefs  of  Gibraltar^  twenty  Pieces 
of  Cannon  fit  for  Service ;  and  the  Garrifon  did  not  confift  of 
one  hundred  eflFc£live  Men  j  yet  in  all  Pi-obabilitv  it  was  not  in 
a  worfe  Condition  than  the  reft.  In  Ihort,  at  tnat  Time  the 
Nation  was  quite  exhaufted ;  and  if  the  Duke  of  jfnjou  had  not 
fucceeded  by  the  King  of  Spain^s  Will,  Frame  muft  very  pro^ 
bablv  have  increafed  her  Power  and  Dominions  by  the  Con- 
queft  of  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Spatujh  Monarchy.  This 
pught  to  prove  a  LefTon,  even  to  that  ambitious  Kation  :  Her 
People  cannot  always  hqld  out,  her  Treafurcs  muft  be  fome 
time  or  other  quite  drained ;  and  if  in  fuch  a  Situation  they 
fliould  have  either  a  weak  Prjncc  on  the  Throne,  or  a  long  Mi-« 
nority,  we  might  fee  France  in  as  low  a  Condition  as  Spuin  was 
in  at  the  Qe^th  of  CharUs  the  Second  \  for  the  fame  Caufes  wil| 
pyery  wher^  produce  the  lame  Effeflst 

before  the  Spanijk  Princes  were  infefted  with  the  Spirit  of 
univerfal  Rule,  we  find  Ferdimfndithe  Catholick,  with  an  Army 
of  twenty  thoufand  Horfe,  an4  fifty  thoufand  Foot,  befieging 
the  City  of  Granaday  when  that  Kingdom  was  under  the  moors^ 
and  when  Arragon  rcfufed  to  take  any  (hare  in  the  QuarreL 
This  fhews  how  powerful  CaJltU  was  before  the  Addition  of  fo 
many  Kingdoms  and  Provinces,  and  before  America  was  difco- 
yered.  Yet  it  would  be  very  raih  to  conclude  from  thence,  that 
Spain  has  been  ruined  barely  by  Acceflion  of  Territory,  and  by 
her  fending  Colonies  to  the  Weji-Indltt.  When  fhe  acquired 
the  former,  they  were  very  well  peopled ;  and  fhe  has  been 
fully  pai4  in  every  refpe<St  for  all  the  Expences  fhe  has  been  at 
about  (he  latter.  The  true  Deduftion  is  this,  that  vaft  Terri* 
tories  and  immenfe  Treafures  cannot  fecure  a  Nation  from  feel-  . 
ing  want  of  Strength,  and  finking  into  downright  Beggary,  if 
ihe  is  governed  by  weak  and  ambitious  Counfels. 

In  the  midft  or  all  her  Grandeur,  the  Spanijh  Territories  were 
feparated  at  a  vaft  Diftance  one  from  another :  If  flie  had  main- 
tained a  conftant  Peace,  and  had  lived  in  Harmony  with  her 
Neighbours,  fiie  might  haye  kept  them  all,  for  no  fingle  Power 
how  potent  foever  durft  attack  her.  Infte^d  of  this,  fhe  grafped  at 
all,  made  War  on  every  Side,  and  forced  thofe  £he  injured  to 
make  themfelves  both  rich  and  powerful,  by  contributing  to 
jier  Ruin.    |t  was  the  Ambition  and  Injuftlce  of  Spain  tliat 
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raifed  up  the  Maritime  Powers,  as  it  was  the  Ambition  and 
Injuftice  of  Spain  that  loft  her  many  of  her  Dominions,  and 
cxhaufted  the  reft.  Thefe  arc  very  weighty  political  Refledions ; 
and  by  attending  to  them,  we  ftiall  come  to  conceive  clearly  both 
of  her  paft  and  prefent  Condition.  In  reference  to  the  former, 
we  have  faid  enough ;  in  refpe£l  to  the  latter  we  fhall  obferve, 
that  as  fhe  has  fiill  great  Advantages,  fo  {he  ftill  labours  under 
fome  Inconveniencies. 

It  is,  or  at  Icaft  it  might  be,  a  great  Advantage  to  Spairty  that 
ibe  alone  of  all  the  European  Powers  poflefles  Dominions  both 
in  the  Ea^  and  ff^rfl-IndieSf  that  have  a  dired  and  immediate 
Correfpondence  with  each  other.  If  this  were  properly  attended 
to  and  improved,  ihe  might  laiie  her  Revenues  much  higher 
than  it  is  pofSble  under  their  prefent  Circumftances  for  any 
other  Power  to  do.  She  might  by  encouraging  her  Commerce, 
fucceed  in  a  great  meafure  to  that  Share  in  the  Eajl-in£a  Trade, 
which  Vinici  has  loft  fince  the  Difcovery  of  the  Paflage  of  the 
Cape  of  Go^i-Hffe ;  for  by  tranfporting  the  Commodities  of  the 
Bafl'In^es  to  /fcapukhoy  and  from  thence  to  ^era-Cruz  over 
Land,  Ihe  might  bring  them  from  thence  into  Spain  by  her  Gal* 
Icons,  at  as  cheap  a  Rate,  and  in  as  (hort  a  Time,  as  the  EngTiJb 
or  Dutch  \  more  efpecially  if  fhe  allowed  her  Subjeds  either  in 
the  Eaji  or  Weft-Indies^  an  open  unreftrained  Navigation. 

It  is  true,  that  as  things  ftand  at  prefent,  the  Philippines  do 
not  yield  any  tolerable  Profit  to  the  Spaniards  \  but  this  is  en- 
tirely their  own  Fault ;  fince  if  we  confider  the  Situation  of 
thofe  Iflands,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  might  cafily  come  in 
for  a  very  large  Share  of  the  Commerce  of"  the  EaJi-IndieSy  or  at 
leaft  for  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  it.  Some  Correfpondence  they 
have  already  with  China^  and  might  have  a  greater ;  no  Country 
lies  fo  conveniently  as  they  do  for  the  Trade  of  Japan ;  and 
there  is  nothing  wanting  to  put  them  in  PoilefHon  of  all  this, 
but  withdrawing  thofe  Keftraints  that  are  laid  upon  their  Sub- 
je£ls  in  the  Ea/i-IndieSy  and  adding  another  Galleon  to  carry 
the  Produce  of  their  Trade  to  Mexico.  The  fame  Advantage 
might  be  reaped  by  rendering  Vera-Cruz^  tht  Havannah^  or  even 
Buenos- Jyres  a  free  Port  to  their  own  Subjeds ;  for  this  would 
draw  fuch  a  Trade  thither,  as  would  make  the  Intcrcourfe  be- 
tween the  two  Indies  before-mentioned  both  praQical  and  eafy 
in  a  {hort  Time. 

This  would  be  more  advantageous  to  Spain -y  becaufe  it 
would  give  little  or  no  Umbrage  to  foreign  Nations  j  which 
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Would  carry  on  their  Trade  to  Old  Spaing  they  do  at  prefeht  ^ 
it  would  occalion  a  greater  Vent  for  their  Comaiodities  and 
Manufa£bres,  and  confequently  it  would  ftill  make  it  more 
their  Intereft  to  maintain  and  fupport  the  Spaniards  in  their 
Pofleffions.  It  might  alfo,  at  leaft  in  Time,  reftore  fome  of 
their  decayed  Plantations.  As  for  Example,  if  the  Havarmab 
was  made  the  Staple  of  fuch  a  Trade,  for  which  it  lies  very 
conveniently,  this  would  not  only  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Ifland  of  Cuba-f  but  would  revive  the  Induftry  of  the  Inhabi*. 
tants  of  Hifpaniola  and  Porto-Rico  \  and  thougn ,  it  is  very  pro« 
bable,  that  the  Englijh  and  DtUch  might  come  in  for  a  Share  hj 
an  illicit  Trade,  which  is  one  of  the  Inconveniencies  to  which 
Spain  will  be  always  expofed,  yet  even  this  Would  be  ballanCed 
by  the  additional  Concern^  that  both  the  EngUJb  and  Dutch 
would  have  in  preferving  to  the  Spaniards  what  produced^  tho' 
in  a  clandeftine  way^  an  immediate  and  confiderable  Gain  to 
themfelves. 

Befides  thefe  Advantages  abroad,  they  have  alfo  others  at 
home,  by  which  I  mean  in  Europe  \  for  as  they  have  no  longer 
any  Provinces  in  Fiandersj  they  are  wholly  exempt  from  all 
the  Trouble  and  Expence,  which  was  entailed  upon  them  by 
thofe  Provinces  while  in  their  Pofleffion.  Th^  are  alfo 
Gainers,  or  might  be  Gainers,  by  the  Change  ot  Affairs  in 
Italy ^  where,  as  Things  now  ftand,  diftind  Principalities  in 
the  Hands  of  Deicendents  from  the  Crown  of  Spain^  may  be 
as  advantageous  a^  Provinces  annexed  to  the  Kingdom,  and  be 
fupported  at  much  lefs  Expence ;  indeed  without  any  Expence 
at  all,  if  thofe  Princes  purfue  only  their  own  Intereft,  remain 
weII-afFe£led  to  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Italy^  and  maintain 
a  fair  Correfpondence  with  their  Neighbours,  who  will  be  al« 
ways  willing  to  live  upon  the*beft  Terms  imaginable  with 
them.  Another  great  Advantjige  is  their  being  free  from  any 
Apprehenfions  on  the  Side  of  rranci\  to  which  we  may  add^ 
their  having  it  abfolutely  in  their  own  Power  to  be  as  free  from 
Danger  on  the  Side  of  the  Hpufe  of  Auftria\  for  without 
Allies  (he  has  not  the  Power  of  hurting  them ;  and  if  Spiun 
will  be  content  with  minding  her  own  Bufinefs^  the  Allies  of 
the  Houfe  of  Ai^ftria  would  become  hers*  All  thefe  Advan- 
tages are  fo  dear,  that  we  need  fpend  no  more  Time  about 
them. 

The  Inconveniencies  that  Spain  labours  under,,  are  chiefly 
thofe  which  ihe  has  brought  upon  herfelf.  The  firft  is  the 
Want  of  People,  which  is  the  Reafon  that  both  the'  inland 
and  foreign  Trade  is  in  a  great  meafure  driven  by  Strangers, 
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of  which  alfo  for  the  moft  part  her  Annies  are  compofed. 
Another  ^peat  Inconvenience  which  refults  from  this,  is  the 
Poverty  of  their  Countrv,  which  is  not  occafioned  by  the  Bar- 
rennefs,  but  from  the  Want  of  Cultivation.  A  third  Incon- 
venience is  the  exceffive  Number  and  unproportionable  Wealth 
of  the  Ecdefiafticks,  fecular  and  regular ;  of  which,  as  great 
Bigots  as  this  Nation  have  been  always  held,  thev  are  now 
become  very  fenfiUe,  and  would  willingly  find  a  Remedy  for 
it  if  they  could.  Their  late  Plenipotentiary  at  Breda^  Mr. 
Aificanasy  projeded  fuch  a  Remedy,  which  though  it  was 
not  received  in  the  late  Reign,  may  be  fome  time  or  other 
accepted,  and  could  not  but  be  attended  with  vtry  happy 
Efieas. 

But  after  all,  the  capital  and  moft  dangerous  Inconvenience 
is  their  Court's  not  being  governed  by  Spanijh  Counfels ;  for 
all  true  Politicians  will  agree,  that  there  is  no  Curfe  can  be 
fp  heavy  upon  a  People,  as  to  be  made  Tools  and  Beafts  q( 
Burthen  to  any  other  People.  For  the  firft  twenty  Years  after 
the  Acceffion  of  the  late  Kii^  PbiUpy  Spain  was  in  effe£k 
no  better  than  a  Province  to  trance 'y  and  her  Condition  for 
more  than  twenty  Years  fince  that,  has  been  much  worfe; 
fbe  is  become  a  Province  to  thofe  which  {he  takes  for  her 
own  Provinces,  I  mean  the  Italian  Dominions;  for  which 
flie  has  ahready  paid  ten  times  more  than  they  are  worth, 
and  has  alfo  remained  under  a  Dependence  on  Frana  for  the 
g;reateft  part  of  that  Time.  In  fhort,  the  Queen  Dowager 
governed  the  King,  and  by  fo  doing  governed  Spain^  with  a 
View  only  to  the  Intereft  of  Italy ;  and  this  Pai&on  was  fo 
flronfl;  in  her,  that  all  the  Kingdoms  and  Provinces  of  the  Spa- 
tnjb  Monarchy  have  been  exhaufted,  beggared,  and  facrificed 
to  the  Love  me  has  to  her  own  little  Duchies  of  Parma  and 
Blacentia. 

'  Whenever  this  Inconveniency  is  taken  away,  the  reft  will  be 
eafily  removed  :  Spain  will  then  become  an  independent  and 
powerful  Kingdom  :  France^  inftead  of  giving  Laws  to,  muft 
court  her  \  the  Moufe  of  Aujlria  would  fee  her  flourifh  without 
Envy ;  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  inftead  of  regarding  her 
as  an  Enemy,  would  behold  her  in  the  amiable  Light  of  their 
Benefa<5tor,  and  their  Friend.  All  this  (he  may  be,  and  that 
foon  ;  and  if  ihe  will  not  be  this,  it  cannot  be  long  before  (he 
is  totally  undone.  For  fuch  muft  be  the  Fate  fooner  or  later 
of  all  Nations,  that  areobftinately  bent  upon  purfuing  Meafures 
diametrically  oppofite  to  their  own  Interefts.  Political  Confti- 
tutions  are  indeed  ftronger  than  Natural  Ones,  but,  like  them, 
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If  thejr  are  continuany  harrafled,  thejr  will  atlaft  be  moft  cer« 
tainly  wore  out. 

It  may  indeed  be  objefted)  and  furely  it  concerns  the  modem 
Politician  to  confider  the  Objection,  that  fince  the  Conclufion 
of  the  War  the  Affairs  of  Spain  are  much  altered,  her  Power  on 
the  Continent  is  augmented,  an  immenfe  Treafure  has  poured 
in  from  the  Indies ;  and  when  once  her  Marine  ihall  be  reftored, 
(be  may  pais  for  one  of  the  moft  formidible  Powers  in  Europt, 
It  is  farther  ftill  infinuated  by  fuch  as  make  this  Objeftion^ 
that  whatever  Wcaknefe  there  might  be  in  the  Politicks  of  Spain 
in  atuching  herfelf  fo  clofely  heretofore  to  the  Intereft  of 
Franay  there  may  poffibly  fome  Event  fidl  out,  which  will 
make  a  full  Amends  for  all  this;  and  which  is  more,  may 
make  the  Continuance  of  the  fame  Meafures  pafs  for  found  Pa* 
licy  even  in  the  Opinion  of  the  bcft  Judges. 

J3ut  in  anfwer  to  this  Objedion,  now  in  a  good  meafure  re* 
moved  by  Providence,  we  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  founded  ia 
a  Diftindion  between  the  Interefts  of  the  Crown,  or  rather 
the  Interefts  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  Interefts  of  the 
Nation,  which  is  a  Diftindion  that  ought  never  to  be  made, 
which  notwithftanding  has  been  too  often  made ;  and  to  which 
the  Interefts  of  many  Nations^  but  of  none  fo  rem^kably 
as  this,  have  been  facrificed.  We  therefore  maintain,  that 
allowing  all  that  is  contended  for  in  the  ObjeSion  fliould 
happen,  it  would  never  alter  the  Nature  of  Things,  or  juftify 
that  new  and  ftrange  Method  of  governing^  which  lacrifices 
Interefts  natural  and  permanent,  to  thofe  which  are  temporary 
only  and  flu£luating.  In  fliort,  we  affirm  that  the  Acceffions  oi 
Territory  made  by  the  two  laft  Wars  can  be  rendered  beneficial 
only  by  purfuing  the  Principles  before  laid  down ;  and  that 
the  real  Strength,  Grandeur,  and  Profperity  of  the  Spanijb 
Crown  mwft  be  die  Work  of  Peace  \  and  of  that  mild,  juft, 
and  equitable  Government,  to  which  his  prefent  Catholick 
Majefty  Kine  Ferdinand  the  Sixth  is  naturally  inclined ;  and 
for  the  Truth  of  this  we  appeal  to  Time  and  the  Judgment  of 
Pofterity. 

We  are  next  to  (peak  of  that  Kingdom,  which  was  once 
but  a  Province  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  which  of  all  the  Ac- 
ceffions of  Territory  (he  ever  made,  it  moft  imported  her  to 
have  kept,.becaufe  the  keeping  of  it  would  have  added  Luftre 
to  the  Crown,  and  Strength  to  the  Nation.  .An  Acquifitioix  . 
made  by  one  of  the  wifeft  Princes  that  ever  fat  on  the  Spanijh 
Throne;  an  Acquifition,  the  Importance  of  which  was  tho- 
roughly known,  and  an  Acquifition  which  never  could  have 
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been  loft,  but  from  thofc  Errors  in  Government  which  we 
have  before  laboured  to  (hew,  ought  of  all  others  to  be  ex- 
ploded. Thofe  ambitious  and  all-grafping  Meafures  weakened 
the  Power  of  Spain  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  Portugal  of  a  Pro- 
vince bSecame  once  more  a  Kingdom  $  and  tho'  moft  cruelly 
harrafled,  weakened  and  exhaufted,  while  under  the  Dominion 
of  Spaifty  retained  ftill  Strength  enough  to  refume,  defend,  and 
eftabliib  its  Independency ;  and  is  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  Condi- 
tion ais  to  defcrve  the  higheft  Regard  from  its  potent  Neighbour, 
to  whom  it  may  be  always  a  moft  ufeful  Ally ;  and  to  whom, 
how  much  inferior  foever  in  Power,  it  is  capable  of  being  the 
moft  dangerous  Enemy. 


CHAP.     XII. 

Tie  advantageous  Situation^  modern  Hiflory^  pre- 
fent State^   political  Interefts  arid  ConneSlions, 
of  the  Kingdom  of  PoRTVGAL,f  nee  the  Ac-^ 
cejfion  of  the  reigning  Houfe  ^Bragan9a, 


IN  order  to  give  the  Reader  a  diftinA  Notion  of  the  prefent 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Portuguefe  Nation,  it  is  neceflary 
to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  Situation  of  their  Country,  which  is  very 
pleaiantly  extended  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Jtlantick  Ocean,  about 
three  hundred  Miles,  or  fomewhat  more  in  Length,  from 
South  to  North,  but  fcarce  any  where  one  hundred  Miles  in 
Breadth  from  Weft  to  Eaft.  The  Climate  is  very  fine,  and 
the  Air  eftecmed  as  wholeforoe  as  any  in  Europey  notwith>> 
ftanding  it  lies  fo  far  South,  the  great  Heats  being  commonly 
tempered  by  the  Sea  Breeze.  As  for  the  Soil,  it  would  be  every 
where  extremely  rich  and  fruitful,  if  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Country  were  not  mountainous;  but  notwithfhinding  this, 
they  have,  confidcring  the  Quantity  of  arable  Land,  a  vaft 
deal  of  excellent  Corn  in  the  Vallies ;  the  Sides  of  the  Hills 
produce  in  great  Pknty  the  richeft  Fruits ;  and  from  the  Bowds 
of  the  Earm  they  dig  almoft  all  Sorts  of  Metals,  Gold  and 

Silver 
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Silver  not  excluded ;  of  the  laft  mentioned  tbev  are  believed 
to  have  the  richeft  Mine  in  Europe.,  which  is  tnat  cfGyacal" 
danay  for  this  yields  one  Year  with  another.  Silver  to  the  Va- 
lue  of  two  hundred  thouiand  Pounds.  There  are  aUb  three 
great  Rivers,  that  after  watering  the  adjacent  Provinces,  empty 
themfdves  into  the  Sea  in  this  Country,  viz.  the  Dueroro  or 
Douroy  tb&  Tajoy  and  the  GuaMana. 

After  this  Defcription,  the  Reader  will  eafily  believe  that  for 
its  Size  this  Kingdom  is  much  more  populous  than  Spaitif 
and  the  Inhabiunts  alfo  beyond  comparifon  more  induftiious* 
Some  Writers  would  perfuaae  us,  that  the  Portuguefe  are,  ge^ 
nerally  fpeaking,  a  very  corrupt  and  bad  Sort  of  People  i  ac* 
cording  to  the  common  Proverb,  *'  Take  a  Spaniard^  ftrip  him 
**  of  his  good  Qualities,  which  are  but  few,  and  you  make 
'*  him  a  Portuguefe.  "  Thefe  kind  of  national  Reflections  are, 
generally  fpeaking,  as  ill-founded  as  they  are  ill-natured,  and 
ought  never  to  be  repeated  but  with  a  View  to  refute  them* 
In  their  Difcovcries,  which  led  the  Way  and  fuggefted  the  De- 
fign  to  ColuTnhusy  they  fhewed  themfelves  a  penetrating  and  en^ 
terprizing  People ;  their  Conquefts  in  the  IndieSy  though  the 
beft  Part  are  now  low  loft,  are  yet  Proofs  of  a  Courage  and  Con- 
duft  that  deferved  better  Fate  j  their  reviving  Naval  Power  in 
Europey  and  carrying  it  to  fo  great  a  Height  as  they  did  in  a 
few  Years,  ought  to  procure  them,  with  us  at  leaft,  a  better 
Charadter.  But  there  is  one  Circiimftance  relating  to  the  P^- 
tuguefey  the  Truth  of  which  cannot  be  difputed,  and  which 
is  alone  fufScient  to  wipe  ofF  all  the  Imputations  of  their  Ene- 
mies :  They  have  always  been  remarkable  for  their  fteady 
Loyalty  to  their  Kings,  as  on  the  other  hand  their  Monarchs 
have  been  no  lefa  diftinguifhed  by  their  Juftice,  Moderation^ 
and  fincere  AfFeAion  for  their  Subjects.   . 

Philip  II.  of  Spaiity  under  Colour  of  Ri|ht,  feized  this  Coun- 
try, and  annexed  it  to  the  reft  of  his  Dominions,  io  1580  ^ 
but  the  People  were  equally  diflatisiicd  with  his  Title,  and 
^verfe  to  the  Spanijh  Government,  which  was,  to  fay  tho 
Truth,  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  Ruin  of  their  Country, 
It  was  this  that  gave  Occafion  to  the  Cutch  to  deprive  them 
of  their  Settlements  in  the  Indiesy  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa^  and, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  Bra%iU  \  for  the  Spaniards  looking 
upon  this  as  a  conquered  Kingdom,  took  but  little  Care  of 
their  Concerns  ;  and  the  Portuguefi  Nobility,  who  had  former- 
ly (hewn  fo  much  Courage  and  Conftaocy  in  the  Service  of 
their  native  Princes,  were  far  from  exerting  themfelves  \t\  the 
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fame  Manner  for  the  Support  of  Strangers,  who  they  plainly 
iaw  did  not  either  ufe  or  ivifh  them  well. 

At  laft,  tired  out  with  the  bad  Behaviour  of  fuch  as  were 
felt  to  govern  them  by  the  Court  of  Madrid,  they  refolved  to 
throw  off  the  Spanijh  Yoke  at  all  Events ;  and  it  fo  fell  out,  in 
1^40,  that  a  fair  Opportunity  offered  itfelf  of  carrying  into 
Execution  what  they  had  fo  long  deligned.  John  Duke  of  fir^- 
ganca^  Grandfon  to  that  Duke  who  was  Competitor  with  King 
'fhilip  for  the  Kingdom,  was  prevailed  upon  to  hazard  his 
hereditary  Eftates,  which  were  very  little  fliort  of  one  third 
of  the  Kingdom,  in.aflerting  of  his  Title  to  the  Whole, 
and  the  People  fupported  him  fo  unanimouily,  that  there  is  no 
general  Revolution  recorded  in  ancient  or  modern  Hiftory  to 
nave  been  more  effcflually,  or  more  fccretly  brought  about, 
or  with  lefs  Effufion  of  Blood,  than  this,  from  whence  he  was 
raifed  to  the  Throne  of  Portugal  by  the  Title  of  John  the 
Fourth.  His  Subje£b  were  no  lefs  fteady  and  conftan^  in  fup- 
porting  him  upon  the  Throne,  than  they  had  been  univerfally 
willing  and  ready  to  raife  him  to  it,  though  the  Spaniards 
maintained  a  long  War,  in  hopes  of  recovering  this  Kingdom, 
and  though  the  Dutch^  notwithftanding  they  were  then  fight- 
ing for  their  own  Liberties  againft  die  fame  Crown,  profecuted 
their  Defigns  in  the  Indies^  and  in  BraziJ^  againft  the  PortU' 


gueje. 
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true,  that  they  loft  feveral  of  their  remaining  Settle- 
ments in  Afia  \  and  that  it  was  with  great  Difliculty  they 
prefervcd  Goa^  Bombay^  Diuy  and  a  few  inconfiderable  Places  on 
the  Continent ;  but  in  the  Brazils  they  had  better  Fortune^ 
the  People  preferr'd  tlieir  Government  to  that  6f  the  Dutch^ 
And  in  ^  inort  time  they  recovered  all  that  they  hs(d  there 
loft.     * 

We  muft  obferve  that  while  the  Spaniards  were  Maftcrs  of 
Portugal^  their  Maxims  of  making  the  moft  of  the  King*, 
dom  while  in  their  Hands,  ruined  thq  Trade,  funk  the  naval 
Power,  knd  brought  the  Portuguefe  Plantations^  almoft  to  no^ 
thing.  An  equal  and  juft  Government  is  neceffary,  not  only 
to  raife,  but  to  preferve  thefe  Advantages  to  any  Nation,  fince 
whenever  that  is  wanting,  they  droop,  dwindle,,  and  decay, 
Jike  Plants  that  remain  unwater'd,  or  Children  trufted  to  a 
mercenary  Nurfe,  that  foon  lofe  their  Flefh  and  Colour,  which 
were  the  ^efult  of  the  Pains  taken  with  them  by  an  affe^lio'natc 
Mother.  To  judge  from  Effefts  may  be  a  bad  Maxim  in 
Morality,  but  ki  Politicks  it  feldom  fails. 

John 
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Jiihn  the  IVth  died  in  1651,  widiout  feeing  an  End  of 
that  War  which  his  Acceffion  had  occafioned.  He  left  his  Dch 
minions  to  his  Sbn  Mphmfo  VI.  then  a  Child,  under  the  Tute- 
lage of  the  Queen  Dowager  Jiis  Mother*  This  gave  the 
Spaniards  a  great  Advantage,  and  nine  Years  after  they  ob« 
tained,  in  Appearance  at  leul,  ftill  a  greater ;  for  at  the  Con- 
tlufion  of  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrinen^  mfe  French^  Who  had  hi^ 
therto  been  the  warm  and  almoft  the  fole  Allies  of  Portugal^ 
engaged  to  |ive  diat  Crown  no  farther  Af&ftanee  s  but  their 
^eat  Regard  for  their  own  Intereft,  induced  them,, in  di^etSi 
Violation  of  thaj  Article,  to  fend  the  Pcirti^wfe  greater  AflSft- 
ance  than  they  had  ever  done,  under  the  Comnaand  of  Mar* 
flial  Schombergh^  an  Officer  of  fuch  Capacity,  that  it  might  be 
truly  faid,  his  fingle  Perfon  w)is  equivalent  to  a  fmall  Army. 

He  reformed  many  Abufes,  and  introduced  a  new  Dlfciplinc 
among  the  P<frtugueje  Troops ;  fo  that  notwithftandihc  they 
had  the  whole  Spanifl)  ForCe  to  deal  with,  yet  they  bravely  de- 
fended their  Liberties,  and  gained  two  fuch  fignal  Vi^ories  at 
Eftremos  and  Villa  Viciofa^  as  convinced  their  Enemies,  that 
the  Defire  of  .Freedom  may  over-ballance  Superionty  of  Num-^ 
bers.  At  laft  in  1668,  the  French  King  Zw/jr  XlY.  fellinjj^ 
contrary  to  the  Faith  of  Treaties,  with  a  great  Army  into  the 
LofO'CountrieSy  the  Spaniards  found  themfelves  under  a  Neceffltjr 
of  making  Peace  with  Portugaly  which  was  done.tmder  the 
Mediationof  King  CAtfr&j  n.  of  Gr^/J?r//tf/«,  who  had  mar- 
ried the  Infanta  Cathariney  Daughter  to  King  Johny  and  Sifiec 
to  King  Alpbonjo ;  by  this  Treaty  the  Crown  of  Spain  rcnoun* 
ced  all  her  Claims  and  Pretenuons  on  that  of  Portugaly  and 
iblemnly  acknowledged  the  ^.^ghts  of  the  Houfe  of  Braganca^ 
which  pot  an  End  to  a  difputed  Title,  and  reftor'd  Peace  to  toi3 
Countiy,  after  a  War,  or  at  leaft  the  Interruption  of  Peace,  for 
the  Space  of  twenty-eight  Years. 

Alfhonfo  VI.  bavins  attained  the  Years,  tho'  not  the  Difcre* 
tion  of  a  Man,  refoTved  to  take  the  Government  of  his  Do- 
minions into  his  own  Hands,  tho'  his  Mother  had  ruled  with 
great  Prudence,  and  himfelf  could  not  but  be  fatisfied  of  his 
own  Incapacity,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  owing  to  a  long 
Indifpofttton,  that  fo  much  weakened  his  Abilities,  both  in 
Body  and  Mind,  as  to  render  him  equally  unlit  for  the  Du- 
ties of  a  King,  a.nd  of  a  Hudiand.  But  his  Favourites  who 
had  perfuaded  him  to  remove  his  Mother  (who  is  iaid  to 
have  died  of  Grief  in  a  Year  after)  from  the  Adminiftration 
of  Affairs,  advifed   bim  likewlfe,  from  Views  of  their  own^ 
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to  marry  without  Delay ;  and  accordingly  a  PrWiceik  of  Satf^y 
ffemours  was  thought  of  for  his  Quecni  whom  he  aAually 
cTpoufedt  Thofe  who  had  pufhed  him  upon  thefe  Deftgns, 
and  who  had  no  other  View  than  that  of  governing  the  Ki|ig* 
dom  at  their  own  Will  under  his  Name,  began  next  to  infuie 
Tealoufies  of  his  Brother  Don  Pedro^  the  prefumptlve  Heir  of 
the  Crown ;  and  are  alfo  faid  to  have  engaged  him  in  fuch 
other  low  and  (bameful  Intrigues,  as  obliged  the  Queen,  after 
ihe  had  cohabited  with  him  for  fix  Months,  to  retire  to  a 
Convent  f6r  the  Prefervationy  as  fbe  affirmed,  of  her  Honour 
and  her  Life. 

The  Infant  Don  Pfdro^  confidering  the  Incapacity  of  his 
Brother,  the  confufed  State  of  publick  Affairs,  and  his  own 
great  Peril,  determined  by  the  Advice,  and  with  the  Affift* 
ance  and  Confent  of  the  principal  Nobility,  to  fecure  the  Per- 
fon  of  the  King,  ^d  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  Adminiftration 
of  the  Government.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  not 
long  alter  the  Queen  left  her  Convent,  and  aDiijpenfation  having 
been  obtained  from  0ie  Court  of  Rome  for  that  Purpof(p,  e'poufed 
the  ftince  Don  Pedro^  who  removed  Alphonfo  to  the  liiand  of 
Terfifqy  where  he  kept  hipi  confined  under  a  flrong  Guard  ; 
but  caufed'  him  to  be  treated  with  the  Tendernefs  which  he 
owed  his  Brother,  and  the  Refpe^t  that  was  due  to  a  King. 
However,  fome  malicious  Tongues,  in  a  few  Years,  reporting 
the  contrary,  the  Prince  caufed  him  to  be  brought  back  to 
the  C^flle  of  Cinirdy  within  a  Day's  Journey  of  Ls/ion^  and 
there,  under  an  eafy  Cuftody,  he  was  ferved  and  refpeded  as  a 
fCing.  Th<^  Prince  was  pcrfuaded  by  many  to  have  aiTumed 
that  Title  himfelf,  but  he  inflexibly  declined  it,  contenting 
himfelf  with  that  of  Regent  till  his  Brother*  died)  which  was  in 

1683.       .       p        . 

This  is  fhe  beft  Account,  that,  from  comparing  the  moft 
authenfick  Relations,  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  this  Af- 
fair; for  as  to  the  fine- wrought  and  amazing  Stories  that  ar^ 
found  in  fome  fecret  Hiftories  and  private  Memoirs,  they  feera 
to  be  deflitute  of  all  Foundation  in  Truth,  fince  if  Don  Pedr^ 
had  been  inclined  to  get  rid  of  his  Brother,  and  to  lyiake  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the  Kingdom  at  any  Rate,  he  might  moil  certainly 
haye  done  (t  in  the  Confufion  of  the  firft  Revolution,  or  not 
long  after  he  was-  fent  to  Tercfra  ;  but  as  he  did  neither,  but 
ihowed  himfelf  in  all  other  Refpedls  a  religious  and  virtuous 
Prince,  thefe  is  no  Caufe  for  giving  Credit  to  any  of  thofe  Suf- 
picions,  ^which  fanciful,  ill-informed,  of  malicious  Writer? 
|iav?  pubjiftcdt 
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Kuifl;  ?9iro  had  by  his  firft  Queen,  who  had  been  his  Br^* 
iber's  Wife,  only  one  Daughter,  aiid  for  fome  time  before  bef 
Mother's  Death,  (he  was  conikfered  as  the  Heirela  of  the  King* 
dom,  and  while  (he  was  fo  confidered,  a  Marriage  was  tceatol 
for  her  with  the  young  Duke  of  Savay  ;  nav  this  was  carried  fo 
bx^  that  the  Pirtugueje  Fleet  was  a&ually  ient  to  the  Coafis  of 
Italy^  in  order  to  brine  over  the  intended  Bridegroom;  bi^t  diaC 
Prince  changing  his  Mind,  the  Fleet  return^  without  him, 
and  the  Infanta  dying  foon  after  this  Difappointment,  the  People 
of  Portugal  violently  follicited  their  Sovereign  to  think  of  a  fe* 
cond  Marriage,  which  induced  htm  to  efpoufe  the  Princefs  Ma^^ 
ria  SMa^  Daughter  to  the  Elector  Palatine^  by  whom  he  had 
liTue  jobn  Prince  of  Brazil,  and  alfo  the  Infants  Don  Francis^ 
Don  AntonUy  and  Don  EntanueL 

The  King  continued  for  many  Years  to  govern  his  Subjefis 
with  great  Juftice  and  Moderation ;  and  as  a  long  and  cruel 
War  nad  wailed  his  People  and  his  Treafures,  durif^  the 
Reign  of  his  Brother,  he  was  very  careful  to  preferve  Peace, 
to  encourage  Agriculture,  and  to  promote  the  Commerce  of 
his  SubjedU.  A  little  before  the  Peace  of  Ryftvicky  be  offered 
his  Mediation  to  Lwis  XIV.  but  received  fuch  an  Anfwer,  as 
ihowed  plainly  enough  that  France  was  refolved  to  rejed  it 
with  a  kind  of  Difdain.  The  Portuguefe  Monarch  thought 
fit  to  pafs  by  the  AiFront  for  the  prefent;  but  it  afterward 
coft  France  deas.  So  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for  Princes, 
though  ever  fo  powerful,  to  treat  with  an/Degree  of  Contempt 
fuch  as  are  confeiledly  equ^l  to,  them  in  Rank,  though  for  the 
prefent  it  may  be  inferior  in  fome  other,  and  thbfe  too  acciden* 
tal  Refpedis. 

When  PhiUp  V.  mounted  die  Throne  of  Spaifiy  the  Friend* 
j(hip  of  P^tugal  became  not  only  expedient,  but  neceilary. 
Upon  this  Occafion,  Louis  XIV.  was  as  obliging  and  civil,  as 
he  had  formerly  ihewn  himfelf  haughty  and  proud;  and  tbo' 
Don  Pedro  had  already  refolved  on  the  Part  he  was  to  take, 
yet  confidering  how  foon,  and  bow  eafily  he  might  be  cnifhed 
by  the  Forces  of  the  two  Crowns,  he  entered  into  an  Alliance 
with  King  Philips  and  this  for  various  Reafons.  In  the  fiifi 
Place,  it  gained  Time,  and  ddivered  him  from  prefent  Dan* 
ger ;  in  the  next,  it  gave  an  Opportunity  of  gaining  sood 
Terms,  which  might  be  of  Ufe  to  him  on  another  Occanon  ; 
and  laflly,.he  obtained  by  it<  fome  prefent  Advantages,  which 
were  very  beneficial  to  his  Subje£te,  Yet  notwithfranding  this 
Treaty,    he  refufcd,   though   warmly   trcffed    by  the  French 
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lKii|,  tb  tcknowledge  the  Tide  of  the  Son  of  tCing  Jmms  to 
<he  Crown  oSQrtat  Britain;  which  (bowed  plainly  enough, 
that  in  making  this  Treaty  he  had  followed  bis  Intcreft  rather 
than  his  Inclination. 

.  As  foon  as  the  general  Confederacy  was  formed  ag^inft 
France^  and  it  clearly  appeared  that  the  Allies  meant  to  fet  ttp 
another  Kineoff^m,  the  PcrHtgueff  Monarch  demanded  of 
the  Frtnch  King,  purfiiant  to  the  late  Alliance,  a  Fleet  of 
thirty  Sail  of  the  Line,  «nd  a  large  Sum  of  Money.  He 
knew  well  enough,  that  as  Things  then  ftood^  thofe  Demands 
could  not  be  complied  with  $  but  he  wanted  a  Pretence  for 
breaking  that  Treaty,  without  breaking  Faith,  and  this  did 
his  Buhnefi  very  effe(^ally;  for  as  (oon  as  the  Fleet  of  the 
Allies  appeared  upon  his  Coaft,  he  thought  fit  to  declare  him- 
lelf  neuter,  and  not  long  after  made  a  Treaty  with  Charles  lU. 
whofe  Claim  they  fupported  to  the  whole  Spanijb  Monarchy. 
By  thb  Treaty  he  ftipulated  for  himfelf  very  great  Advantages  ; 
Jbr  the  new  King  was  to  oTpoufe  the  infanta  of  Portugal^ 
though  but  a  Child  of  feven  Years  old;  feveral  Places  were 
to  be  yielded  to  him  on  the  Frontiers  of  Spain  y  fome  Con* 
ceffions  were  likewile  to  be  itiade  in  the  Indies  and  America  ; 
snd  he  was  to  have  the  Affiento  of  Negroes,  which  had 
been  alfo  granted  him  by  the  former  Treaty  with  King 
PbiUp. 

In  confideration  of  thefe  Terms,  he  agreed  to  receive  King 
Charks^  and  to  affift  him  with  Forces,  for  the  Recovery  of  his 
Kingdom,  for  which,  however,  he  was  to  have  large  Subfidies 
from  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  a  good  Fleet  to  proteft  his 
Coafts.  A  few  Days  before  King  Charles  arrived  at  Lijbony  died 
the  Infanta,  who  Was  to  have  been  his  Queen }  but  this  made 
no  Alteration  in  the  Meafures  that  had  been  concerted,  his 
Portuguefe  Majefly  refolving  to  profecute  the  War  as  he  had 
promifed ;  but  before  any  Steps  could  be  taken  for  this  Purpofe, 
be  was  removed  by  Death,  DeeembirC)^  1706,  when  he  had 
lived  fifty  eight,  and  from  the  Death  of  his  Brother,  had  reigned 
twenty-three  Years, 

John  V,  the  Father  of  the  prefent  King  of  Portugal^  fucceeded 
hisFa^er,  and  purfued  his  Steps  very  exa6lly,  notwithftanding 
the  Spaniards  furprized  the  Town  of  Alcantara^  and  made  the 
Gamfon  Prifoners  of  War,  almoft  before  he  was  warm  in  the 
Throne.  The  Affiflance  he  gave  the  AHies,  brought  the 
^Spanijh  Monarchy  twice  to  the  Brink  of  Ruin ;  and  though 
moft  of  our  Accounts  fay,  that  the  Poriuguefe  Soldiers  be^ 
haved  but  indifferently  in  that  War,  yet  this  ought  not  to  be 
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imderflood  at.  ^  national  Refleflion^  &rdier  dian  as  long 
Peace,  great  Wealth,  and  much  Luxury,  arc  capable  of  cor-» 
rupting  any  People.  An?  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  the 
Reader,  that  the  ^cateft  Part  of  the  young  Nobilitv,  who 
were  Officers  at  this  time  in  the  Army,  were  but  Frelh-water 
Commanders,  and  who  from  leading  indolent  and  debauched 
Lives  at  Li/ion^  were  come  to  make  their  Fortunes  by  their 
Commiffions.  It  was  ho  great  Wonder  therefore  that  they 
behaved  but  indiiFerently,  or  that  the  poor  People  who  obeyed 
them  followed  their  Examples.  But  that,  this  was  the  fol* 
Caufe  of  their  Mifbehaviour  appears  from  hence,  that  after 
the  fatal  Battle  of  AUnanza^  numy  Englijb  Officers  were  oblige^ 
to  fill  up,  and  fome  raifed  their  whole  Corps  afreih  amongft 
the  Portuguefe ;  and  from  the  Mouths  of  thoie  Officers  I  have 
heard,  that  fuch  Men,  when  in  our  Pay,  behaved  in  Time  o£ 
Action  as  well  as  any  Men  could  do,  and  were  befides  fo  fober, 
fo  diligent,  and  (b  attentive  to  their  Duty,  that  what  was 
at  firft  done  from  Neceffity,  became  Matter  of  Choice.  This  1 
tiiought  it  was  but  Juftice  in  me  to  mention,  as  the  calumnious 
Reports  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Reputation  are  already  cooBmon 
enough  in  Print. 

At  the  Clofc  of  the  War,  King  John  raifed  very  high  Dc-^ 
mands  upon  the  Crown  of  ^pain  \  for  he  knew  well  enough 
that  Abatements  might  be  made  at  any  time,  and  very  righuy 
judged,  that  by  afking  a  great  deal  he  ihoiUd  be  fure  to  j^t 
fomewhat,  as  he  really  did,  both  in  Europe  and  in  America^ 
befides  a  Compenfation  for  the  Lois  of  his  Negro  Contrad. 
But  after  all,  it  fell  very  (hort  of  what  he  had  ftipulaled  with 
King  Charles^  though  perhaps  the  Peace  he  made  with  King 
Philips  in  1715,  might  be  vtiy  near  an  Equivalent  for  what 
would  have  been  allowed  of  his  Treaty,  if  King  CharUs  had 
fucceeded,  and  become  the  peaceable  Pofleflbr  of  the  Spanijb 
Monarchy ;  as  there  is  a  wide  Difference  between  what  Princes 
may  be  brought  to  promife  in  their  Diftrefs,  and  their  Readi- 
nefs  to  perform,  when  it  is  in  their  Power  to  difpute  the  Per- 
formance. 

While  the  War  continued,  the  Commerce  of  the  Brazils 
began  to  grt>w  much  more  confiderable  than  in  former  Times, 
by  the  working  of  the  Gold  Mines ;  and  as  there  was  at  that 
Time  a  great  Intercourfe  between  the  two  Nations,  the  Britijb 
Traders  obtained  a  Isuge  Share  of  that  Gold  for  the  Commodities 
and  Manu&dtures  with  which  they  furnifhed  the  Portuguefe. 
King  John  could  not  help  feeing  this  with  Concern,  he 
thought  it  hard  tfaijy  fliould  have  but  a  Sigh}  of  the  vafi  Wealth 
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derived  from  their  own  Settlements^  and  that  it  ihould  imme* 
diatdy  vanKh,  as  it  were,  out  of  Pvrtugal  into  another  Country. 
His  Minifters  were  exaiElly  of  their  Matter's  Opinion,  and  many 
Confutations  were  held  about  finding  a  fpeedy  and  efledhial  Re* 
medy  for  what  they  confidered  as  the  greatcft  Grievance.  At 
length  it  was  concluded,  that  the  only  Method  could  be  taken 
was  to  prohibit  the  Wear  of  foreign  Manufactures ;  and  this 
had  certainly  been  put  in  Execution,  if  Lrord  Galwajy  the  Com- 
mander of  our  Forces  in  that  Country,  tho'  a  Frenchman  by 
Birdi,  had  not  prevented  it. 

He  was  a  great  Favourite  with  his  Portuguefi  Majefty,  and 
efteemed  to  be,  as  he  certainly  was,  a  very  honeft  Man.  To 
him  therefore,  as  to  a  Friend,  and  under'theftrideft  Injun£tioii 
•f  Secrecy,  the  King  communicated  this  Affair,  and  alked 
his  Advice  about  it.  His  Lordfbip  told  him  feirly,  that  the 
Remedy  would  be  worfe  than  the  Difeafe;  that  the  fame  Pro- 
vidence which  had  given  his  Subjedb  Gold,  had  beftowed 
Commodities  and  Manufactures  upon  the  Englijh\  that  the 
Exchange  therefore  was  not  ib  injurious  as  he  imagined ;  and 
that  by  prohibiting  Commerce,  he  might  force  thofe  that  were 
now  hb  befl  Friends  to  become  his  Enemies,  and  to  employ 
their  Kaval  Power,  which  he  knew  to  be  fo  much  fuperior  to 
his  own,  in  taking  that  by  Force  for  which  they  now  gave  a 
proper  Equivalent. 

He  farther  reprefcnted>  that  whatever  turn  the  War  might 
fiike,  Portugal  muft  always  ftand  in  need  of  t!:e  Friendfhip  of 
England^  to  prevent  becoming  dependent  on  the  Houfe  oi  Aujiria 
or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  and  therefore  it  was  much  better  that 
his  Subjects  ihould  trade  with  thofe  from  whom  he  had  fo  much 
to  hope,  than  with  other  Nations  from  whom  he  had  all  things 
to  fear.  The  King,  who  was  both  a  reafonable  and  a  juft  Prince, 
and  who  in  his  Bufinefs  acted  folely  from  a  hudable  Aff^dion 
for  his  Subjedb,  comprehended  the  Force  of  thefe  Arguments, 
and  immediately  laid  afide  a  Projeft,  which  how  plaufible  focver 
in  its  fa^  Appearance,  was  certainly  at  the  Bottom  neither  equi- 
table  nor  prafticable.  Happy  for  the  World  if  all  Kings  meant 
as  well,  deliberated  as  coolly,  and  were  as  ready  to  receive  and 
follow  good  Advice  !      4 

The  next  remarkable  Point  in  this  Re!gn  was,  the  Quarrel 
between  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  and  the  Pope,  about  the 
Affair  of  the  Nuncio  Bichiy  an  Incident  too  inconfiderablc  in 
itfelf  to  be-  mentioned  in  a  Work  of  this  Nature,  if  it  did 
not  contribute  to  explain  a  political  Article  which  is  very  well 
worth  the  ingenious  Reader's  Time  perfcAly  to  comprehend  ; 
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becaufe  on  the  one  hand,  it  ihews  the  Conne£lton  between  th« 
Catholick  Powers  and  the  Head  of  tboir  Church  ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  it  explains  the  Manner  in  which  thefe  Powers 
a£l  when  they  believe  themfelves  ,at  any  time  ill  ufed  by  the 
Pope.  Signior  Bichi  was  fent  to  the  Court  of  Lifion  (o  early 
as  the  Year  17x0,  and  at  firft  the  Court  was  very  far  from  being 
pleafed  with  him,  but  by  Degrees  he  got  over  the  Averfion, 
and  in  a  Ihort  time  afterwards  the  King  recommended  him  to 
CUnutit  XI.  for  a  Cardinal's  Hat;  which  was  refufed,  under 
Pretence  that  his  Nomination  was  oppofed  by  the  Imperial 
Court ;  which,  whoever,  was  not  ftridlv  true.  Innocent  XIIL 
confiding  in  the  known  Piety  of  the  King  of  Portugal^  ven« 
tured  to  ufe  him  worfe  than  this  PredecefTor  had  done;  for  he 
not  only  refufed  abfolutely  to  make  the  Nuncio  a  Cardinal,  but 
recalled  Signior  Bichi^  and  fent  another  Prelate  to  fucceed  him* 
But  the  King  of  Portugal  would  not  fubmit  to  this  Indignity 
and  therefore  fent  Word  to  the  new  Nuncio,  not  to  fet  Foot  in 
his  Dominions,  and  refufed  likewife  to  let  the  old  one  go,  till  , 
he  was  aiTured  that  Reibe£fc  would  be  paid  to  his  Nomination. 

Upon  the  Death  ot  Innocent  XIII.  fiicceded  Benediff  XHU 
who  went  a  Step  farther  than  his  Predeceflbr,  bv  commanding 
pofitively  the  Nuncio  Bichi  to  quit  the  Court  of^  Lijbon^  which 
accordingly  he  did,  and  returned  by  the  Way  of  Madrid  into 
Italy,  But  this  Treatment  provoked  the  King  of  Portugal  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  recalled  his  Subjetfls  from  Rome^  broke 
off  all  CoVrefpondence  with  that  Court;  and  if  the  Pope  had 
lived  a  little  longer,  would  very  probably  have  fet  up  a  Pa- 
triarch. CBxdxn^  Cor/mi  i\xcctA\ti^?o^  Benedi£ij  by  the  Title 
of  Clement  XII.  found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  putting  an 
End  to  this  Quarrel,  which  had  now  lafted  almoft  twenty 
Years,  and  in  his  iecond  Promotion  in  1731,  beflowed  the 
long-expe£led  Hat  upon  Bichi^  who  was  xhta  upwards  6f 
Sixty. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  Court  of  Rome  hoped  diat,  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Difpute,  either  the  King  or  the  Nuncio  would 
have  died,  and  then  it  would  have  dropped  of  courie,  in  a  man«- 
ner  honourable  to  the  Holy  See ;  but  failing  in  this,  the  late 
Pope  was  forced  to  make  the  heft  of  a  bad  Bargain,  that  he 
might  avoid  driving  things  to  Extremities. 

£1  the  Year  1729,  a  double  Marriage  was  concluded  between 
the  Courts  of  Sfenn  and  Portugal  \  the  Prince  of  Afturias^  now 
his  Catholick  Majefly,  eipoufed  the  Infanta  of  Portugal^  and  the 
Prince  of  Brazil^  now  King  of  Portugal^  the  Infanta  of  Spain^ 
formerly  ftiled  Queen  of  Frjffc/.  The  Exchange  of  the  Princeiles 
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I  made  with  great  Sokmnity,  and  theirCadibUck  andPcrtttguefe 
Majefties  had  an  Interview  on  the  23d  of  yamtatjy  in  the  Ifland 
of  P^gM  in  the  River  of  Caya,  about  a  League  from  Bedaj^z^ 
But  notwithftanding  this  Alliance^  the  two  Courts  were  very 
near  coining  to  a  Rupture  in  1735 ;  and  it  is  thought,  that  the 
fending  a  Britijb  Feet  under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Norris  to 
Lifion^  was  what  chiefly  prevented  it,  and  faved  Portugal  from 
an  InvaTion. 

The  two  Crowns  were  not  reconciled  thoroughly  till  the 
Year  1737*  from  which  Period  they  became  every  Day  more 
united,  which  gave  much  Satisfa6Hon  to  fome  Courts,  and 
no  Umbrage  to  any.  Through  the  Courie  of  about  thir- 
teen  Years  more,  the  King  profecuted  fteadily  the  fame  Maxims 
^  Governlnent  to  which  he  adhered  in  his  Youth,  which 
woul^  have  turned  more  to  the  Advantage  of  his  Subjeds 
than  they  did,  if  he  had  not  confumed  fuch  immcnfe  bujns 
in  eroding  religious  Houfes,  decorating  Churches,. and  caufing 
a  Chajpel  to  be  built,  the  Ornaments  and  Furniture  of  which 
furpafled  all  Example,  and  almoft  exceeded  Computation. 
A  Stroke  of  the  Palfy,  under  which  he  labotu^  for  many 
Years,  and  by  which  his  Faculties  were  very  much  impaired, 
threw  publick  Affairs  in  a  great  meafure  into  the  Hands  of 
Priefts,  as  little  agreeable  to  the  Inclinations  as  it  was  to  the 
Interefts  of  the  People.  In  this  Situation  of  Things,  a  Treaty 
was  made  in  1750  with  the  Court  of  Madrid^  by  which  NtAja 
Crionia  on  the  Kiver  of  Plate  was  yielded  to  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jcfty,  to  ilhc  treat  Regret  of  the  Portugmje^  as  well  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Value  of  that  Settlement,  as  becaufe  they  appre* 
hended  their  PofTcfiion  of  the  Brazils  would  by  this  Ceflion  be 
rendered  precarious.  On  the  laft  of  Jufy  the  fame  Year,  this 
Monarch,  worn  out  by  hisDiftemper,  deceafed,  in  theftxty* 
firft  Year  of  his  Age,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  Year  of  his 
Reign. 

Don  Jo/ephj  Prince  of  Brazil^  fucceeded  his  Father,  to 
the  univ<rrlal  Satisfaction  of  his  SubjedB,  and  with  as  great 
£xpe6btions  as  ever  any  Monarch  tbiat  moui)ted  the  Tlironc* 
It  was  generally  believed  that  he  would  make  confiderabJe 
Alterations,  in  which  he  did  not  difappoint  the  Hopes  of 
the  Publick ;  and  yet  they  were  done  fo  flowly,  with  fuch 
Moderation,  and  with  fo  many  Circumftances  of  Prudence, 
as  hindered  all  Grounds  of  Complaint.  Amongft  other  new 
Regulations,  the  Power  of  the  Inquifition  fuiFered  fome  Re- 
ftri^ion;  the  King  direfiing  that  none  of  their  Sentences 
fhould  be  put  in  Execution,  till  reviewed  and  approved  by 
his  Pdvy  Council.    But  as  in  the  Reign  of  his  feather  he 
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bod  confented  to  die  Treaty  with  Spasn^  he  ratified  it  after  hW 
Acceffion^  and  has  fince  zStudlly  carried  it  into  Execution  upon 
this  noble  Principle,  that  no  Considerations  of  Intereft  ought 
ever  to  induce  a  Monarch  to  Kreak  his  Word. 

The  Progrcfs  of  his  Reign  has-^been  of  a  Piece  with  its 
Beginning  $  and  the  Allies,  as  wett  as  the  Subjeds  of  tfiQ 
Crown  of  P^rtugaly  have  had  juft  Reafon  to  efteem  them- 
ftlves  happy  in  fo  good  a  Wnce.  One  Circumftance  only 
occupies  the  Attention  of  the  former,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
excites  the  Fear  of. the  latter.  His  Portuguefe  Majefty  is 
without  Ifiue  Male,  his  Uncles  and  his  Brother  unmarried. 
This  might  afford  room  for  many  Speculations  of  a  deKcate 
Nature,  ahd  for  that  Reafon,  ^t  this  Jundure  more  efpeciallyt 
improper.  We  may  be  fiire  that  the  King  and  Queen  cannot 
but  have  this  Matter  at  heart,  in  which  their  People  and  dieir 
Pofterity  have  fb  near  and  fo  great  a  Concern,  and  there^ 
fore  we  may  hope  that  fome  Provifion  will  be  made,  con^ 
fiftent  alike  widi  \he  true  Imerefts  of  Portugal^  and  the 
Tranquility  of  Europe.  We  have  had  too  recent  an  Example 
of  what  happened  upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI. 
notwithflanding  all  the  Care  that-could  be  taken,  and  we  know 
how  very  near  that  was  to  deikoying  the  Ballance,  which  per« 
haps  would  have  taken  place,  but  through  the  Defe£)rof  Force 
in  that  Prince  to  whom  they  gave  the  Title  of  Heir.  This 
Error,  no  doubt,  will  be  avoided  here,  an^  the  Succeffion  fb 
focurely  fettled,  as  to  put  it  into  their  Pbwer  to  maintain  them- 
felves  with  the  Ailifhmce  of  the  Nation's  AfFedions,  and  the 
Support  of  Crowns  which  are  naturally  bound  to  refpeft  P«r- 
tugid^  and  to  manifeft  the  Truth  of  their  Profeffions  by  dieir 
I>eeds. 

As  for  the  Interefts  of  P&rtugely  they  may  be  divided  into 
Political,  which  regard  their  PofleiSions  in  Eurttpey  and  Com- 
mercial, which  refpe£l  th^r  Dominions  in  Afia^  -^frica^  smd 
America*  As  to  the  firft,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  confifts  in 
maintaining  Peace;  a  Point  to  which  his  late  Majefty  re- 
mained always  well  inclined,  and  thereby  preferved  Quiet  to 
bis  Subiefb  in  the  midft  of  aU  the  Broils  of  Europe.  There  is 
no  doubt  the  Power  of  theHoufe  of  Bourbon  has  been,  and  there 
is  no  Reafon  to  fufped  that  it  will  not  remain,  formidable  to  this 
Kingdom  i  and  hence  arifes  the  Neceffity  that  Portugal  is  under, 
of  living  upon  good  Terms  with  the  Maritime  Powers,  and 
more  efpecially  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  indeed  faying  no  more 
than  Truth,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Inftance  in  Hiftory  of  a 
more  laftipg  and  fuicere  Friendfliip,  than  has  fubfifted,  for  near 
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a  Centunr  paft,  between  the  two  Crowns ;  and  as  it  is  tbeif 
mutual  liitereft  that  it  fliould  fubfift,  there  feems  to  be  no 
Ground  to  fufpefl  it  will  not  do  fo.  While  this  continues,  and 
while  Gnat  Britain  maintain^  her  Superiority  at  Sea,  Portugal 
can  hardly  ever  be  in  danra^. 

As  for  the  Northern  Crowns,  {he  has  very  little  to  do  with 
them,  or  they  with  her ;  and  as  for  the  Italian  States,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive  how  any  Differences  (hould  arife  between  them 
and  his  Portuguefe  Majeily  \  and  if  there  fbould,  it  is  very  eafy 
for  him  to  do  himfelf  Juuice.  .  There  were  formerly  long  and 
bloody  Wars  between  the  Subjedb  of  this  Crown  and  the 
Moors  \  but  as  their  Caufes  are  now  ceafed,  their  Confequences 
are  funk  with  them.  We  muft  'however  except  the  piratical 
States  of  Barbaryy  which  are  in  conftant  War  with  Portugal^ 
becaufe  they  are  conlbnt  Gainers  by  it;  but  whenever  a  mar- 
tial and  aflive  Prince  Ihall  be  feated  upon  that  Throne,  he  will 
not  find  it  a  very  difficult  Matter  to  put  his  Navv  in  fuch  a  Con- 
dition, as  may  impofe  Refped  upon  thefe  thievim  People,  whofe 
Depredations  are  a  Scandal  to  all  the  European  Powers,  who 
might  eaiily  crufli  them  at  once,  inftead  of  continuing  to  pay 
Tribute  to  an  infignificant  Race  of  Rovers,  that  owe  their  Im- 
ptmity  merely  to  the  Negligence  and  Want  of  publick  Spirit  in 
thofe,  who  ought  long  aeo  to  have  deftroyed  them,  and  may  do 
it  whenever  they  think  §t.  Let  us  now  defcend  to  the  fccond 
Particular. 

As  to  to  the  Commercial  Intereft  of  Portugal^  it  lies  now 
chiefly  in  the  fVefl^  as  it  did  formerly  in  the  Ea^-Indies ;  and  in 
refpe^  to  Brazil^  their  Strength  is  fo  great,  that  they  have  no 
Rcafon  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  their  Neighbours;  the 
only  Danger  to  which  they  are  expofed,  is  from  an  Infurre^ion 
of  their  own  Negroes,  which  might  indeed  have  very  bad  Con- 
fequenccs.  In  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  this  Colony  is  the 
moft  profitable  in  the  World,  fince,  confidering  the  Proportion 
between  the  two  Kingdoms,  Portugal  dra^ys  more  Profit  from 
her  Braziby^  than  Spain  from  bodi  Mexico  and  Peru.  It  i» 
otherwife  in  regard  to  Jfiif  where  from  an  Empire  of  almoft 
incredible  Extent,  the  Portuguefe  Dominion  is  in  a  manner 
fhnink  within  the' narrow  Bounds  of  the  little  Peninfula  at  the 
Point  of  which  ftands  the  City  of  Goa. 

It  has  often  been  deliberated  in  the  Council  at  Lifion^  whe- 
ther they  ihould  not  defert  even  that,  fince  in  fome  Years  it 
cofts  more  to  maintain  it  than  it  is  w<Mrth.  But  of  late  we  were 
told,  that  a  Projedl  has  been  .formed,  not  for  recovering  their 
Dominions  indeed,  but  for  reftoring  their  Trade,  and  extend- 
ing 


ing*  their  Commerce  in  the  Eaft-Indm^  by  reforming  the 
Abufes  under  which  it  has  long  fufFered.  If  ever  this  is  car- 
ried into  Execution,  it  muft  be  at  a  Time  when  the  other 
European  Powers,  that  have  Dominions  in  thofe  Parts,  are  at 
War  with  each  other  ;  and  therefore  they  could  never  expeA 
a  more  favourable  JunSure  than  the  paft  War,  which  they 
negle6led.  If  they  had  embraced  it,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
foreign  Merchants  would  have  been  ready  enough  to  fecure 
their  own  Effefts,  trading  under  PortUguefe  Colours  ;  and 
a  very  few  Years  Praftice  of  this  kind  would  have  chang- 
ed the  Face  of  their  Affairs  in  India^  and  might  poffibly 
have  encouraged  their  Government  at  home  to  think  fe- 
rioufly  of  giving  them  all  the  Affiftance  in  their  Power ;  the 
want  of  which  has  been  moft  apparently  the  principal  Caufe  of 
their  Decline. 

.  Before  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  was  annexed  to  that  of 
"SpatTty  her  Monarchs  were  remarkable  for  their  Attention  to 
naval  Power,  to  the  Support  of  their  Colonies,  and  whatever 
might  extend  their  Commerce  ;  and  to  this  extraordinary 
Care  of  their  Princes,  the  quick  Growth  of  their  maritime 
Force,  and  their  amazing  Progrefe  in  India^  was  chiefly  due. 
But  while  a  Province  to  iipaitiy  all  this  funk  as  faft  as  it  rofe^ 
and  before  the  Portuguefe  could  extricate  thcmfelves  from 
this  Dependence,  they  were  almoft  undone.  The  defending 
their  own  Country  next,  and  the  recovering  of  Brazil^  em- 
ployed all  their  Care,  and  thefe  arc  their  Excufes  for  nc- 
gle^ing  the  Indies.  But  as  all  thofe  Burdens  are  now  removed, 
as  they  have  no  fecret  Enemies  to  fear,  no  avowed  Enemies 
to  oppofe  them,  they  may  certainly,  by  a  timely  and  fteady 
Application,  reftorc  the  Face  of  Things  in  this  Country  ;  but 
to  delay  this,  will  very  probably  put  it  for  ever  out  of  their 
Power. 

Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  under  the  prc- 
fent  and  the  laft  Reign,  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  has  had 
Time  to  recruit  and  recover  its  internal  Strength,  which 
was  much  exhaufted  by  fo  long  a  War,  as  followed  the 
raifing  the  Houfe  of  Braganca  to  the  Throne.  If  the  Ad- 
vantage therefore  of  this  Conjun£hirc  be  not  loft,  but  the 
Portuguefe  avail  thcmfelves  fomc  way  or  other  of  an  Interval 
that  leaves  them  entirely  at  Liberty,  there  is  no  Quedion 
that  they  may  make  a  different  Figure  in  the  next  Century, 
from  what  they  did  in  the  laft,  or  do  at  prefent.  But  if,  as 
I  faid,  they  let  this  OccJafion  entirely  flip,  and  ftay  till  Europe 
fettles  upon  its  old  Foundation,  when  their  Dependency  ^n 
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Spain  will  be  agtin  felt,  they  may  continue  2S  inconfide- 
rable  as  fome  Writers  have  taken  a  Pleafure  to  reprefent 
them. 

But  this  will  be  their  own,  that  is,  the  Fault  of  their 
Government.  For  when  the  great  Powers  are  embarrafled, 
then  the  kfler  States  have  an  Opportunity  of  becoming,  by 
fome  bold  Meafure,  which  may  be  taken  before  any  of  their 
Keighbours  are  well  acquainted  with  their  Views,  powerful  and 
independent.  If  a  Plan  for  regulating  what  little  belongs  to  them 
in  the  Indies^  had  been  fixed  a  Year  after  the  War  began,  they 
might  have  been,  by  this  time,  as  formidable  there  as  any,  ex- 
cept  the  Dutch ;  and  the  French  would  have  connived  at  and 
affifted  them  as  the  weakeft  Side,  till  they  made  them  more  con- 
fiderable  than  the  reft,  and  then  they  would  have  repented  of 
their  good  Offices,  and  endeavoured  to  ruin  them.  Yet  their 
iirft  Run  of  good  Fortune  might  well  enable  them  to  ftand  firm, 
and  the  Remembrance  of  pall  Misfortunes  infpire  them  with 
juft  Principles. 

This  being  conceived,  and  attentively  promoted,  is  a  very 
feaftble  Scheme  for  reviving  their  paft  Glory,  and  reftoring 
naval  Power  to  the  Portugueftj  who  muft  attempt  fomewhat 
of  this  kind,  if  they  really  mean  to  raife  up  their  Heads 
again,  and  rival  that  Rej^utation  they  had.  before  Don  Se» 
bajlian^  by  invading  Barbary^  deftroyed  himfelf,  his  Army, 
and  the  intered  of  his  Subjefls,  which  it  had  coft  his  An* 
ceftors  fe  much  to  acquire.  It  is  true  this  might  have  been 
undertaken  with  much  greater  Probability  of  Succcfi  while 
the  War  continued,  at  which"  Seafon  thefe  Conjcftures  were 
firfl  advanced  ;  but  it  is  far  from,  being  too  late,  even  now, 
if  Things  arc  maturely  confidered  before  they  are  carried 
into  Execution,  and  are  then  executed  without  Precipita-^ 
tion.  It  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence  to  thofe  who 
would  underftand  the  Interefts  of  Europe^  to  refleft  on  paft 
Events,  and  to  fpeculate  freely  upon  what  may  poffibly  happen 
in  time  to  come. 

We  have  an  Inftance  of  this,  with  refpeS  to  the  Country  of 
which  we  arc  now  treating,  that  ought  not  to  be  pafled  over  in 
Silence.  A  Refolution  was  taken  a  little  before  the  late  King's 
Death  in  the  Councils  of  Portugal^  and  carried  into  Execution^ 
by  which,  under  colour  of  repreffing  Luxury,  fome  fevereEdifis 
have  been  publiflied,  which  have  a  bad  Effeft  upon  Trade. 
This  ftiewed  that  his  Portuguefe  Majcfty  either  forgot  or  changed 
his  Sentiments  on  the  Point  formerly  difcufied  with  the  Lord 
yiico\miGqlwaj^  which  fooncr  or  later,  th^  may  have  Occa- 
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fion  to  repent.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  to  be  made^  that 
the  capital  Maxim  in  Government  is  the  Welfare  of  thePeoplcj 
but  as  the  Neded  of  this  is  criniinal)  fo  Mtftakes  about  it  may 
be  fatal.  A  Prince  can  never  be^  too  much  commended  for 
keeping  that  Maxim  conftantly  in  View,  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  him,  that  it  be  tho« 
roughly  underftood.  We  will  not  enter  into  a  long  political 
Diflertation  upon  fo  felf-evident  a  Points  but  content  ourfelyes 
with  applying  what  has  been  already  laid  down,  and  which 
cannoi  be  difputed,  to  the  Matter  before  us,  becaufe  this  wiH 
at  once  contribute  to  the  Information,  and  to  the  Entertainment 
of  the  Reader. 

It  has  been  already  demonftrated,  as  far  as  things  of  this 
.  kind  will  admit  of  Demonftration,  that  the  Safety,  Indepen* 
dency,  and  Profpcrity  of  Portugal^  muft  depend  either  upon 
her  maintaining  a  ftridl  Conjundion  with  her  natural  Allies, 
or  upon  her  ac<]uirin?  a  Strength  fufficient  to  fuflain  herfetf, 
without  having  recourle  to  any  foreign  Affiftance.  But  as  the 
latter  is  a  thing  very  difficult  to  do,  To  beyond  all  Queftion  till 
it  can  be  brought  about,  it  will' never  be  good  Policy  in 
thi^  Crown  to  run  any  hazard  as  to  the  former.  Now  we  have 
likewife  fhewn,  that  till  Portugal  fhall  have  acquired  a  naval 
Force  fuperior  to  that  of  her  Neighbours,  flic,  muft,  in  fame 
meafure,  depend  upon  that  of  Gnat  Britain,  and  therefore  it 
is  direftly  contrary  to  her  true  Intereft  to  take  any  Step  what-< 
ever  that  may  be  either  prejudicial  to  that  Force  upon  which 
her  own  Safety  depends,  or  which  may  weaken  thofe  Ties  Ex- 
perience has  {hewn  to  have  been  hitherto  ftrong  enough  upon 
any  Emergency  to  intitle  her  to  that  Affiftance.  Whatever 
airc£ls  the  Commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Portugal^ 
operates  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  lad  mentioned  Crown,  as 
well  by  lefTening  our  naval  Force,  which  depends  upon  Trade, 
as  by  weakening  the  Connc£lions  that  unite  the  two  Nations^ 
"and  are  of  equal  Confequence  to  both. 

It  may  indeed  be  pretended,  that  if  this  new  Scheme  of  Poli- 
ticks fliould  not  lefTen  the  Portugtufe  Commerce  in  general,  it 
will  be  of  no  great  Confequence  to  that  Crown,  tho'  there 
fhould  happen  fome  Variation  in  the  Manner  of  carrying  it  on  $ 
yet  when  this  fliall  be  maturely  arid  candidly  confidered,  it 
will  be  found  there  is  no  Ground  at  all  for  fucb  a  Pretence, 
^The  Kingdom  of  Portugal  muft  be  furniflied  with  Commodities 
and  Manufadlih-es  from  other  Countries ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
from  thence,  that  it  is  a  Matter  indifferent  from  what  Countries 
ibe  derives  them.    Ic  may  be,  that  a  Part  of  her  Trade  may 
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ban  to  the  Share  of  the  SubjciSb  of  a  Crown^  the  natural 
Interefts  of  which  are  contrary  to  her  own  j  or  they  may  fall 
into  the  Hands  of  a  People,  who  have  no  Regard  to  any  body's 
Intereft  but  their  own  i  and  in  fuch  a  Situation  of  Things,  it 
Certainly  behoves  the  Portuguefe  to  be  attentive  rather  Jn  keeping 
up  their  Commerce  witli  thofe  who  will,  for  that  very  Reafon, 
confider  the  Interefts  oi Portugal  zs  their  own.  If  this  Method 
of  arguing  be  not  conclu|ive,  in  a  Point  of  this  Nature,  there  is 
nothing  mat  can  be  fo  ^  for  Commerce  is  no  longer  a  BIcffing 
to  a  Country,  than  the  Confcquences  of  it  are  beneficial  to  that 
Country. 

We  muft  indeed  allow,  that  fuppreffing  of  Luxury,  encou- 
raging Frugality,  and  providing  for  the  Stay  pf  Riches  amongft 
the  Body  of  a  People,  in  whatever  manner  they  acquire  them, 
arc  Points  that  deferve  the  Attention  of  a  Government,  and 
more  efpccially  of  a  Government  true  to  its  own  Interefts. 
But  thcfe  can  never  be  properly  attended  to,  if  all  the  Confc- 
quences that  may  follow  them  are  not  forefeen  and  provided 
for.  When  Luxury  is  purely  the  EfFed  of  prodigious  Wealth, 
■  it  requires  much  Circumipedion  in  providing  a  fuitable 
Cure  for  itj  but  when  Luxury  proceeds  from  an  unequal 
Diftribution  of  Wealth,  Induftry  with  proper  Encouragements 
will  work  an  eafy  and  an  efFedual  Cure.  On  the  other 
])and,  forced  Frugality  may  have  very  bad  EffccSls,  and  pro- 
duce in  a  fhort  lime  Evils  attended  with  worfe  Confequences 
than  thofe  that  are  apprehended  from  Luxury.  It  may,  indeed 
it  muft  create  a  very  unequal  Diftribution  of  Wealth  ;  for  if 
thofe  who  are  poftefted  of  Money,  are  forced  to  fave  it  whe- 
ther they  will  or  not,  Numbers  will  be  driven  to  downright 
Want,  who  would  other  wife  have  fubfifted  very  well  upon 
that  Diffipation,  which  was  looked  upon  as  a  Calamity.  Thefc 
are  Things  that  merit  very  fcrious  Reflexion  in  all  Countries, 
but  more  efpecially  in  Portugal^  where  if  the  Minds  of  the 
noble  and  rich  are  not  to  be  taken  up  with  fplendid  Trifles,  it 
is  a  thoufand  to  one  that  they  are  occupied  by  worfe  Objeds* 
An  hiftorical  Inftance  will  fct  this  Matter  in  a  very  full  and 
proper  Light, 

When  the  Inhabitants  of  Portugal  had  juft  thrown  off  the 
Yoke  of  t^pain^  the  Conde  Duke  d^OUvarez  confultcd  with  a 
noble  Genoefe^  who  had  great  Credit  with  him,  as  to  the  Means 
by  which  this  Country  might  be  reduced.  For  now,  faid  that 
great  Minifter,  the  King  muft  recover  his  Rights  by  the  Sword, 
and  add  to  bis  other  Titles  that  of  Conqueft  ;  but  the  fiuiineii) 
is  where  to  begin,  and  what  Mcafurcs  we  ought  to  take,  in 
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oxder  to  weaken  the  Enemy  moft  ?  To  this  the  crafty  Genoefe 
anfwered,  The  beft  Method  is  to  leave  them  in  Peace  j  there 
are  many  of  the  noble  Families  in  that  Country  immenfely 
rich,  and  if  thefe  are  not  alarmed  by  the  Apprehehfion  of 
common  Danger,  they  will  infallibly  fall  out  amongft  them- 
felves  and  do  your  Bufmefs  ;  there  is  a  Reftleflhefs  in  the  Spirit 
of  thatNation,  which  will  notfuffer  them  to  enjoy  their  Wealth 
in  Peace.  The  Conde  Duke  followed  this  Advice,  tho'  it  did  not  > 
fucceed;  but  it  was  fo  very  near  fucceeding,  that  it. (hewed 
plainly  he  that  gave  it  had  judged  right. 

It  IS  very  probable  tliat  what  this  Man  faid  of  the  Portugueji 
then,  may  be  ftill  true ;  foi-  while  their  Government  continues 
the  fame,  the  Humours  of  Nations  feldom  alter.  If  therefore 
this  reftlefs  Temper  is  allowed  to  fpend  itfelf  in  Drefs,  Furni- 
ture, Equipage,  Diverfions,  and  fuch  other  Articles  of  Expence  ; 
this  may  contribute  to  the  publick  Tranquility,  and  muft  of 
Neceflity  difperfe  the  Riches  of  the  Great  among  the  meaner 
fort  of  People,  and  of  thefe  the  moft  induftrious  will,  as  it  is 
fit  they  fhould,  have  the  greateft  Share.  But  if  afudden  Check 
is  given  to  this  before  fuch  as  lavifh  their  Money  have  taken  an- 
other Turn  in  employing  it,  this  may  become  the  Source  of 
deftruftive  Factions  among  the  Great,  and  of  as  deftrudlive  In- 
digence among  the  Mcchanicks  and  lower  fort  of  People ;  the 
former  will  find  themfelves  on  a  fudden  too  rich  to  be  quiet,  and 
the  latter  will  become  poor  enough  to  venture  upon  any  thing 
that  may  procure,  or  even  bid  fair  for  a  Subfiftence. 

It  may  be  faid  in  anfwer  to  this,  that  in  many  Countries 
fumptuary  Laws  have  had  very  good  EfFefts ;  which  is  certainly 
very  true  ;  but  then  the  Caufes  of  this  muft  be  looked  for  in  the. 
Nature  of  the  Government,  under  which  the  Inhabitants  of  , 
thofe  Countries  lived,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the  People.  Where 
the  Wealth  of  a  Nation  arifes  from  annual  Importations  of  in- 
trinfick  Riches  from  their  Colonies,  it  will  be  a  hard  Matter  to 
infpire  Induftry,  at  leaft  fuch  an  Induftry  as  fumptuary  Laws  are 
calculated  to  promote ;  and  therefore  it  is  unnatural  and  im- 
politick  to  venture  laying  legal  Reftraints  upon  fuch  a  People  ; 
for  the  true  Way  to  moderate  Luxury  amongft  them  muft  be  by 
encouraging  Expence  of  another  Kind,  and  of  publick  Utility.     ' 

If  therefore  the  Court  of  Portugal^  inftead  of  thofe  Edi<fts, 
had  encouraged  the  Nobility  to  intercft  themfelves  in  Expedi- 
tions to  the  Indies,  for  improving  their  Settlements  on  the  Coaft 
of  Africa,  or  to  fit  out  Squadrons  againft  the  Barbary  Corfairs  ; 
this  would  have  done  eiFedually  what  the  other  either  will  not 

Bb  3  do, 


[  374  ] 

do,  or  if  it  does,  will  introduce  Diftempcrs  infinitely  mor« 
dangerous  and  defperate  than  the  Difeafe  it  was  calculated  to 
remove. 

In  dwelling  18  long  upon  this  Subjef^,  we  have  been  influ* 
enced  chiefly  by  two  Motives,  the  firft  general,  and  the  latter 
particular.  In  general,  it  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence  to 
have  a  true  Notion  of  Matters  of  this  Nature,  with  which  State 
Empirics  are  much  inclined  tb  meddle,  and  with  which  if  they 
are  fuffered  to  meddle,  they  feldom  fail  of  creating  Confiifion  ; 
for  it  is  no  fuch  eafy  Matter*  as  fome  imagine,  to  rectify  tbo 
Manners  of  Mankind  by  Laws,  though  it  may  be  fafely  and 
advantageoufly  done  by  Examples.  In  Countries  that  derive 
their  Wealth  from  Trade,  or  from  the  Produce  of  their  foreign 
Settlements,  fuch  Attempts  are  moft  dangerous,  as  the  Mecha- 
nifm  of  their  Conftitutions  is  very  complicated,  and  ought  there- 
fore never  to  be  tampered  with,  for  fear  that  while  the  Correc- 
tion of  fome  fmall  Inconvenience  is  endeavoured,  the  whole  Ma- 
chine fbould  be  put  into  Diforder,  and  what  was  intended,  for 
publick  Service,  become  unexpeftedly  the  Ground  of  publick 
Difturbance. 

As  to  the  particular  Motive,  we  have  a  fingular  and  fbecial 
Intereft  in  whatever  regards  the  Welfare  of  the  Crown  o\  Por* 
tugal\  its  SubjeiSts  are  our  old,  our  natural,  and  our  ufeful  Al- 
lies ;  we  have  been  benefited  by  our  Commerce  with  them,  and 
they  have  derived  great  Advantages  from  our  Friendfliip.  Be- 
fides,  the  Crown  of  Portugal  is  one  of  thofe  Powers,  that  while 
it  regards  its  own  Interefts  muft  remain  attached  to  the  Common 
Caulc,  by  which  I  mean  the  Liberty  and  Independency  of  Eu^ 
rope^  the  preferving  to  every  Kingdom  and  State  its  juft  Right 
of  purfuing  its  own  Welfare,  according  to  its  own  Conftitu- 
tion,  which  as  it  is  a  common  Benefit  to  all,  is  very  properly 
filled  the  Common  Caufe,  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  arbitrary 
Syftems  whereby  fome  overgrown  and  defpotick  Crown,  or 
fome  ambitious  and  overbearing  Family  is  made  the  Center, 
about  which  other  fecondary  States  muft  move,  as  th^  Planets 
do  about  the  Sun  ;  with  this  Difference,  that  as  the  one  is  ac- 
cording to  the  Law  of  Nature,  fo  the  other  is  in  dire£^  Dc» 
£ance  of  it,  as  the  Confequences  in  both  Cafes  plainly  prove. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

^  fuecinB  Defcription  ^  I  t  A  L  y,  the  Powers 
jubjifling  therein  at  prejent^  their  Forces ^  Reve^ 
TJueSy  and7rade.  The  Nature  of  the  hAi.hA^nc'E, 
in  that  Country  *y  whence  it  has  been  fo  often  in 
Danger  ^  and  why  tbofe  Powers  of  Europe  in^ 
tere/i  tbemfelves  fo  much  for  its  Prefervation^ 
which  are  not  conneSied  with  Italy  by  any  of 
the  ufual  Ties. 

THE  great  and  fruitful  Country  of  Italy  has  been,  as  high 
as  Hiftory  records,  either  the  Seat  of  Empire,  or  the 
Theatre  of  War.  According  to  the  earlieft  Account  we  have, 
this  extenfive  and  beautiful  Peninfula  was  then  in  the  fame 
Situation  that  it  now  is,  cantoned  out  into  various  little  States 
-  and  Republicks,  all  living  in  Diftruft,  at  leaft,  if  not  in  War 
with  each  other.  The  Roman  Commonwealth  changed  the 
Face  of  Things  by  f\yallowingup  all,  and  making  herfelf  the 
Head  and  Mi/trefs  of  Italy.  The  Divifion  of  her  Empire 
proved  die  Ruin  of  It,  and  the  Provinces  adjacent  to  Italy 
being  loft,  the  barbarous  Nations  that  conquered  them  very 
foon  became  Mafters  even  of  the  Imperial  City  of  Romey  and 
divided  Italy  once  more  into  fcparate  Principalities,  all  of  which 
have  bec«  extremely  fubjeft  to  Revolutions,  fomecimes  from 
the  fuperior  Power  of  foreign  Invaders,  and  as  often  from 
the  EfFe*Sh  of  inteftine  Commotions  ;  fo  that  no  Hiftory  is 
fuller  of  Events,  and  confcquently  more  capable  t)f  gratifying 
the  Curiofity,  and  fixing,  the  Attention  of  a  Reader,  than  that 
of  this  Country.  But  to  enter  into  thfe  is  not  our  Bufinefs ;  it 
would  be  a  Work  of  great  Extent,  and  prodigious  Variety, 
highly  entertaining  and  highly  ufeful.  All  we  aim  at,  is  to 
make  fuch  a  Reprefentation  of  its  prefent  State,  as  may  enable 
every  Reader  clearly  to  comprehend  the  Grounds  of  the  high 
Attention  that  is  paid  to  ihe  Ballance  of  Power  there  \  by  {hew- 
ing as  briefly  as  we  can,  how  it  is  divided;  ^hat  are  the  Titles 
of  its  prefent  PoflefTors,  their  comparative'  Force  and  Interefts, 
with  other  Circumftances  of  a  like  Nature,  that  may  fet  ir\ 
a  proper  Light  the  Difputes  that  have  been  lately  compofed, 
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and  thofe  latent  Pretenfions,  which  it  is  Mpe&ed  may  produce 
in  our  Tiuies  further  Difturbanccs. 

Wc  have  different  Computations  of  the  Extent  of  Itafy^  ac- 
cording to  the  different  Notions  that  ancient  and  modern  Au-  . 
tbors   have  entertained  of  the  proper  Bounds  of  this  Country, 
But  not  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  Geographical  Niceties,  which 
have  fcarce  any  thing  to  do  with  our  ]Defign,  and  would  con- 
tribute little  or  nothing  to  his  Information,  let  it  fuffice,  that 
from  the  Frontiers  of  Switzerland  to  the  Extremity  of  the  Kiog-f 
dom  of  Naples^  it  is  about  feyen  hundred  and  fifty  Miles  in 
Length  ;  and  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Duchy  of  Savoy  to  thofe 
of  the  Dominions  of  the  State  of  Venia^  which  is  its  greateft 
Breath,  ^bout  four  hundred,  though  in  fome  Parts  it  i$  fcarce 
a  fouk'th  Part  fo  broad.     As  to  its  Situation,  it  is  bounded  on 
the  Weft  by  the  Jlps^  which  feparates  it   from    the  adjacent 
Provinces  of /rtf»c^^  on  the  North  it  is  likewife  bounded  by 
the  Jlpi ;  and  on   the  £a^  by  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
^Aujiria  ;  on  the  one  Side  it   is  wafhed  by  the  Mediterranean^ 
from  the  County  of  tJice  to  the  Coafb  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples^  and  on  the  other  by  the  Adrtatick  and  the  Gulph  of 
Venice 'y  a  narrow  Streight  divides  it  from  the  fruitful  liland  of 
Sicily^  which  however  has  been  in  all  times  reckoned  a  Part  of 
it.     The  Soil  and  Climate,  in  different  Parts,  are  as  oppofite  as 
can  well   be  imagined.     In  Switzerland^  and  the  Country  of 
the    Grifinsy  the  Mountains  are   as   high   as  in  any  Part  of 
Europe^  the  Eaith   barren,  and  the  Air  bleak  and  marp;  the 
Plains  of  Lombardy  again,  are  juftly  flilcd  the  Garden  of  J?tt- 
rcpey  as  well  on  Account  of  their  Fertility,  as  the  Serenity  and 
Pleafantncfe  of  the  Climate ;  in  the  Dominions  of  the  Church, 
and  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  the  Heat  in  Summer  is  excef- 
fivc,  to  which  however  they  are  indebted  for  thcrichefl  Fruits, 
and  the  moft  odoriferous  Flowers,  as  well  as  Oyi,  Wine,  Silk, 
and  other  valuable  Commodities.  , 

There  are  few  Countries  in  the  World  better  watered  than 
this,  in  refpcft  to  Springs,  Rivulets,  fmall  and  great  Lakes, 
as  well  as  large  Rivers.  Thus  bountifully  dealt  with  by  Na- 
ture, it  hasalfo,  from  the  Ingenuity  and  Application  of  its  In- 
habitants,, been  efteemcd  the  Mother  of  Arts  and  Commerce, 
in  rcfpeft  to  the  reft  of  £i/r(7^^ ;  its  Reputation  is  ftill  fo  high 
•  with  regard  to  the  firft,  that  the  Tour  of  Italy  is  confidered  as 
the  neceflary  Conclufion  of  a  polite  Education  5  and  in  refe- 
rence to  the  latter,  though  the  Trade  of  Italy  is  now  nothing 
to  what  it  was,  yet  the  Ports  of  Genoa^  Leghorn^  Napksy 
and  Vailce^  to   fay    nothing    of  thcfc   in  Sidiy^  make  ftill  a 
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very  grcaf  Figure, 'and  derive. vaft  Advantages  to  the  Sovereigris 
in  whofe  Dominions  they  are  fituated.  Befides  all  this,  the 
feveral  Countries  of  Italy  have  fuch  Funds  of  natural  Riches^ 
and  the  People  are  fo  happy  at  improving  as  well  as  inventing 
Manufa£kures,  that  they  ftand  in  need  only  of  fome  favourable 
Jun<Sure  to  revive  their  ancient  Spirit,  and  to  make  as  great 
a  Figure  as  their  Anceftors  did  in  comparifon  with  other 
Nations. 

There  is  no  kind  of  Government  fubfifting  in  any  Part 
of  Europe^  of  which  fomething  of  the  like  Kind  is  not  to  be- 
found  in  Italy.  As  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Pope,  it  is  pe- 
culiar to  this  Country,  as  it  is  vefted  in  a  fpiritual  Perfon^ 
and  yet  is  alto^her  a  temporal  Power  exercifed  as  abfolutely^ 
and,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  with  niore  Policy  than  in  any  other 
Monarchy.  The  Dominions  of  thofe  two  crowned  Heads  (for 
as  yet  there  are  no  more)  that  lie  within  its  Limits,  are  thofe 
of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  at  one  End,  and  of  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  at  the  other,  TTie  Duchy  of  Milan^  once  the 
largeft  and  rlcheft  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  together  with 
the  Duchy  of  Mantua  and  its  Dependencies,  belong  to  the 
auguft  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  His  Imperial  Majef^  is  confidered 
as  one  of  the  ItaUan  Powers,  not  only  in  that  Capacity  by 
which  he  claims  a  Title,  paramount  to  the  greateft  Part,  if  not 
the  whole,  but  particularly  alfo  as  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany. 
The  Infant  Duke  of  Parma   is  at  length  in  Pofleflion  of  a 

*  Settlement,  compofed  not  only  of  that  Duchy,  and  of  Fla- 
cfntia^  which    was   the   Patrimony  of  his  Anceftors  by  the 

•  Mother's  Side,  but  likewife  of  Guajialla*  His  Serene  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Modena  holds  that  Duchy  and  Reggio^  tbgether 
alfo  with  the  Duchy  of  Aiirandola;  and  befides  thefe,  there 
ve  fome  other  lefler  Princes  who  would  take  it  ill  if  they  were 
not  ftiled  Sovereigns*  The  Republick  of  f^enice  is  an  unmixed 
Ariftocracy,  ftill  venerable  for  the  Wifdom'  of  its  Government, 
9S  heretofore  formidable  by  the  Extent  of  its  Dominions  as 
well  as  a  great  naval  Force.  The  Republick  of  Genoa  is 
an  Ariftocracy  alfo,  but  not  quite  fo  pure  as  that  of  Venice. 
The  Stoifs  Cantons,  the  Grifons  their  Allies,  and  the  Ciiy 
of  Geneva^  are  fo  many  different  Republicks,  each  having 
its  particular  Form  of  Government,  but  owing  their  Strength 
to  their  Confederacy,  which  renders  them  truly  great  and  for- 
midable. There  are,  befides  thefe,  two  free  States,  the  Do- 
minions of  which  are  furrounded  by  thofe  of  Sovereign  Princes, 
to  whom  notwithftanding^  they  owe  no  Obedience,  or  even 
Homage ;  the   iirft  of  which  is  the  Commonwealth  of  Lucca 
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in  Ae  NeigMitarboQd  of  Tufcany^  and  tbe  latter  the  Repub- 
Ikk  of  St.  Marino  in  the  Midft  <k  the  Pope^sTerrttorics. 

Such  is  the  Diftrtbution  of  Power  in  Italy ;  and  in  the  fup-. 
porCtng  this  Diftribution,  and  maintaining  each  of  thefe  Princes 
and  States  in  their  refpedive  Rights,  fo  as  to  prevent  dieir  en- 
croaching upon  each  other,  or  being  overborn  by  a  foreign 
Foite,  confifis  the  Prefervation  of  me  Balfauice  in  Italy.  A 
Term  very  fignificant  in  Policy,  and  originally^  invented  here, 
where  it  is  perfef^y  well  underftood,  though  not  always  prac- 
tifed  ;  for  if  it  were,  the  Powers  in  haty  n^  not  the  Affiftance 
of  Foreigners  to  keep  it  fteady,  fince  how  fniall  or  weak  foever 
fpme  of  them  may  appear  when  coniidered  fepaiately,  yet  the 
Conjun&ion  of  their  Forces  would  be  at  all  Times  found  fufi- 
cicnt  to  defend  this  Country  from  Invafions. 

This  may  appear  ftrange,  and  perhaps  incredible,  confidering 
the  Figure  that  Italian  Princes  have  generally  made  in  the  Wara 
that  have  happened  in  our  Time.  The  Y2&  is  nevertheleia 
true.  For.  firft  with  regard  to  Troops,  though  the  Militia  in 
many  of  the  Principalities  are  very  indifferent,  and  the  regular 
Forces  much  fitter  for  Show  than  for  Ufa  ^  yet  this  ought  to  be 
Imputed  the  £fFe£b  of  Luxury  and  bad  Government ;  for  in 
'  former  Times,  as  the  moft  authentick  .Hiftories  (hew,  thefe 
Countries  bred  as  good  Soldiers  as  any  in  Europe',  In  the  next 
place  let  it  be  obferved,  that  there  is  hardly  any  foreign  Service 
in  which  Italian  Officers  have  not  diftinguiihed  themfelves ;  and 
if  we  look  into  the  Records  of  the  two  laft  Centuries,  we  fhall 
find  the  Names  of  Italian  Heroes,  who  in  Point  of  Courage 
and  Condud  were  little  inferior  to  thofe-of^ntiquity. 

To  fay  the  Truth,  moft  of  the  great  Houfes  \f^l4aly  were 
founded  by  iUuftrious  Soldiers,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
if  a  true  Spirit  of  Liberty  prevailed,  they  would  very  fbon 
become  famous  again.  As  it  is,  the  Swifs  and  the  Grifom 
furnifh  in  other  People's  Quarrels  as  |ood  Infantry  as  any  in 
the  World ;  his  Sardinian  Majefty's  Troops  have  acquired  a 
juft  Reputation  in  the  three  l<ift  Wars^  and  thelnfurredionofthe 
Gineefi  Peafants  fhew  what  might  be  expeftcd  from  the  Valour 
of  thofe  who  knew  what  they  were  fighting  for.  All  the  Strength 
of  Itatf  colJeiEted,  is  rather  under  than  over  computed  at  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  Men,  which  in  their  own  Country 
and  for  their  own  Defence,  thofe  Princes  and  Powers  that  raife 
them  might  verv  well  maintain,  fmce  if  it  were  not  for  a  vain 
Affedation  of  Show  and  Magnificence,  and  a  ftill  vainer  Pro- 
penfity  to  coftly  Superftition,  the  Subjefts  of  the  ItaUan  Po- 
tentates 
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tetitstes  would  be  very  hr  from  wanting  whett^th  to  deftiqr 
faeh  am  Arniament  for  the  general  Security. 

fiat  after  all,  notwithftandin|  that  the  Ballance  of  PoWer  is 
the  common  Intereft  of  all  thefe  Prinzes  and  States,  notwith^ 
ftanding  that  they  know  this  better  than  Strangers  poffiUy  can 
do,  and  are  as  well  fatisfied  of  it  as  can  be  wifhed)  yet  fo  it 
is,  that  with  all  their  Penetration  and  Wudence,  fome  or  other 
of  them  are  continually  deluded  by  fpecious  Views  and  flatter- 
ing P^omifes,  to  a£V  againft  what  they  are  convinced  is  ifietr 
true  and  great  Intereft,  which  would  certainly  appear  a  Thing 
monftrous  and  abfurd,  if  it  happened  no  where  but  in  liafyp 
and  muft  on  the  contrary  appear  very  natural  and  probable 
to  any  impartial  Politician  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  Mankind,  and  who  is  fenfible  that  notwitbftanding 
all  their  Circumfpedion  and  Gravity,  the  Inhabitants  of  Itafy 
are  Men  like  their  Neighbours,  Men  having  the  fame  or  per- 
haps ftronger  PafSons,  and  confequently  very  capable  of  being 
wrought  upon  when  the  Hopes  of  gratifying  dioie  Paffions  are 
placed  in  a  full,  though  at  the  fame  time  in  a  fallacious  Light* 
In  their  Writings  and  in  their  Difcourfes,  you  fee  the  Benefit!  ' 
of  the  Ballance  perfe^y  explained,  and  the  Errors  of  their 
Anceflors  in  calling  now  the  French,  then  the  Spaniards^  often 
the  Germans,  into  Itafyy  very  judicioufly  exploded,  while  the 
fame  thine  is  pra£lifed  by  themfelves  to  this  very  Day.  Nor 
can  the  ftrongeft  Forefight  difcern,  when  this  Infatuation  wiU 
ceafe. 

TTie  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Influence  of  the  two 
great  Houfes  of  Aujiria  and  Bourhon,  have  in  our  Days  chiefly 
contributed  to  keep  the  Scale  in  almoft  conftant  Motion,  and 
whenever  there  has  been  any  little  Receis,  it  has  lafted  no 
longer  than  til]  the  filent  Intrigues  of  the  Partilans  of  one  or 
other  of  thefe  Houfes  have  been  able  to  pave  the  Way  for  new 
Plfputes.  Sometimes  it  has  been  thought  for  the  Intereft  of 
Italy  to  rid  themfelves  entirely  of  one  Houfe  by  the  Affiftance 
of  the  other,  and  when  this  has  been  in  a  good  meafure  effefl* 
ed  at  the  Expence  of  much  Bloodflied  and  Confufion,  Expe<^ 
rience  has  (hewn  them  their  Miftake,  in  confequencc  of  which 
they  have  entered  intp  a  new  War  to  fet  Things  right  again. 
Other  Nations  more  at  a  Diftance,  find  .themfelves  flrongly 
intcrefted  in  the  Prefervation  of  the  Ballance  from  a  Variety 
of  Motives,  but  principally  from  thefe  two  j  firft,  becaufe  their 
Trade  in  the  Mediterranean  muft  fufFer  exceedingly  if  the 
Ballance  in  Italy  be  deftroyed ;  and  fecondly,  this  Ballance 
is  attended  to,  becaufe  a  Diverfion  on  the  Side  of  haly  proves 
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ofteii  ^  Thing  of  the  laft  Confequence  in  the  Cafe  of  a  general 
War,  the  very  Apprchenfion  of  which  keeps  a  very  confider-r 
able  Part  of  the  Forces  of  each  of  the  contending  Houfes  from 
being  employed  where  they  mi^t  be  of  moft, Prejudice  to  thofo 
Powers,  who  for  this  Reafon  make  the  Ballance  of  Italy  fo 
much  their  Concern. 

Whatever  there  may  be,  either  dark  or  difficult,  in  thefe 
Ibort  and  general  Reflexions,  will  be  rendered  very  perfpicuous 
l^y  what  follows ;  for  we  will  now  treat  of  thefe  Italian  Poten- 
tates feparately  and  diftin£Uy,  in  order  to  give  the  Reader  a 
competent  Idea  of  their  comparative  Strength,  the  Nature  of 
their  particular  Interefis,  and  the  Means  by  which  they  have 
been  wrought  upon  from  the  Dcfirc  of  bettering  thefe,  to  facri- 
fice  from  time  to  time  that  Safety  and  Security,  which  would 
certainly  refult  from  adhering  to  their  general  Intereft  of  pre- 
ferving  the  Ballance,  which  being  built  upon  this  Principle^ 
that  Princes  and  States  be  content  with  their  own,  and  purfue 
the  Good  of  their  Subjet^s  without  Prejudice  to  their  Neigh- 
bours, is  a  thing  always  to  be  wifhed,  but  at  the  fame  time 
%  hardly  ever  to  be  expelled. 

S  E  C  T.     I. 

7be  modern  Hijlory^  political  Interefts^  and  Con^ 
neSlions^  of  the  Dukes  of  Sfivoy,  Kings  pf  Sicily 
and  Sardinia. 

THE  Dominions  of  his  S^7r///m<7«  Majefty,  confidercd  as 
Duke  pf  $(ivoy^  and  Prince  of  Piedmont^  have  been  always 
regarded  as  the  Key'  of  Itafyy  on  the  Side  of  France  j  and  in 
latter  Times  this  Prince  has  been  juftly  looked  upon  as  the 
natural  Mafter  of  the  Ballance  in  Italy ;  not  that  his  Domi- 
nions even  now,  when  by  various  Acquifitions  they  are  be- 
come much  fuperior  to  what  they  were  under  any  of  his  An- 
ceftors,  qualify  him  to  give  Law  to  his  Neighbours,  or  even 
to  fecure  himfelf  from  the  bad  Effefls  of  a  general  Alliance 
againft  him ;  but  upon  the  Score  of  its  being  his  Intereft  to 
affecl  Peace  rather  than  War ;  and  bccaufe  ^\'hile  he  remains 
fiim  to  his  own  Intereft,  Reafon  and  Experience  fhew,  that  he 
will  never  want  Allies  willing  to  give  him  all  the  Afliftance 
he  needs  for  the  Prcfervatlon   of  his   own  Territories,  and 
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maiiltaining  that  Syfterti,  upon  which  their  Security  and  his 
own  Grandeur  muft  always  depend. 

To  trace  the  Family  of  Savoy  to  its  Origin,  and  to,  enter 
into  a  long  Detail  of  what  has  happened  to  its  Princes  in  Tinies 
paft,  would  not  contribute  much  to  the  Performance  of  what 
we  have  promifed  to  the  Reader;  and  therefore  we  (hall  alcend 
no  higher  than  ViSfor  Amadem  the  Second,  the  Father  of  his 
prefent  Sardinian  Majefty,  and  who  in  his  Life-time  was  efteem* 
ed  one  of  the  greateft  Captains,  as  well  as  one  of  the  ableft 
Politicians  in  Europe.  He  was  likewife  of  all  the  Princes  of 
his  Time  beft  verfed  in  the-Bufmefs  of  Negotiation,  which 
therefore  he  never  trufted  at  all  to  his  Minifters,  who  were  feldom 
acquainted  with  his  Treaties  till  they  came  to  figniug,  and  fome-^ 
times  not  then.  His  whole  Study  vras  the  Ballance  of  half^ 
which  he  p^rfedly  underftood  and  fteadilv  purfued.  His  Situa- 
tion made  this  requifite,  his  Penetration  brought  this  very  carlv 
to  his  Notice,  and  having  once  conceived  its  Importance,  it 
became  his  Rule  of  Afiion  to  his  Life's  End. 

He  fucceeded  his  Father  Duke  Charles  Emanuel^  in  the  Year 
1675,  and  that  by  a  very  furprizing  Accident  He  was  then ' 
a  Boy,  and  had  jufl  begun  his  £xercifes ;  his  Father,  who  had 
a  true  Forefight  of  his  great  Qualities,  was  extremely  fond  of 
him,  and  coming  one  Day  to  fee  him  ride,  the  young  Prince 
had  the  Misfortune  to  be  thrown  from  his  Horfe,  with  fuch 
Violence  tliat  thofe  about  him  cried  out  he  was  killed,  which 
affeSed  Duke  CharUi  Emanuel  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he 
fainted  upon  the  Spot,  and  died  in  a  few  Days  of  the  Fright. 
His  Mother,  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Sovoy^  governed  his 
Dominions  during  the  Minority  of  ViSior  Amadem  5  and  when 
he  had  attained  to  an  Age  fit  for  Marriage,  fhe  negotiated  a 
Match  for  him  with  the  Infanta,  who  was  then  cftecmed  Heir- 
cfs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal^  which  was  carried  fo  far,  that 
the  Duke  de  Cadeval  came  with  a  Portuguefe  Squadron  to  Nice^ 
in  order  to  have  carried  his  Highnefs  to  Lijion, 

But  the  young  Prince  fufpeSing  that  he  might  lofe  his  here- 
ditary Countries,  and  poffibly  mifs  of  the  foreign  Crown  he 
was  feeking,  changed  his  Mind  Suddenly,  and  broke  pfF  the 
Marriage.  It  would  carry  this  Article  into  too  great  a  Length, 
otherwife  We  might  from  this  brifk  Refolution  in  fo  'young 
a  Prince,  and  the  Confederation  on ,  which  it  was  founded, 
ihew  how  very  early  in  fome  Minds  the  Seeds  of  political 
Prudence  appear,  and  that  Faculty  of  judging  (as  it  were)  by 
a  fingle  Glance,  on  which  Side  the  Advantage  lies,  a  Thing 
hardly  ever  to  be  taught.    But  to  proceed  j   fome  time  after 
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he  efpoufed  Anna  Maria  of  OrUanSj  the  ddeft  Daughter  of 
Pbiltp  of  OrUansj  only  Brother  to  the  late  Lewis  XIV.  by 
Henriitta  Maria,  Daughter  of  our  )^ing  Charles  I.  So  that 
he  became  nearly  alli^  to  our  Royal  Family;  and  his  Son 
the  prefent  King  of  Sardinia,  is  the  firft  Prince  of  the  Popifh 
Line,  after  the  Heirs  Male  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  but  ex- 
cluded from  this  Succeffion  b\'  the  A3  of  Settlement. 

It  was  in  virtue  of  this  Marriage,  that  in  the  Beginning  of 
his  Reign  the  Duke  of  Savoy  went  into  the  Meafures  of  France, 
and  at  use  Inftigation  of  Lewis  XIV.  began  a  violent  Perfecutioa 
againft  his  Proteftant  Subje£b  in  the  Vallies,  about  the  Year 
1685,  which  threw  his  whole  Country  into  Blood  and  Confu- 
fion.  But  it  was  not  long  before  he  perceived  bis  Error,  and 
that  nothing  tould  be  fo  fetal  to  a  Prince  as  depriving  himfelf 
of  a  great  Part  of  his  Subje£b.  He  was  alfo  convinced  that 
the  French  Monarch  meant  him  no  better  than  the  reft  of  his 
Neighbours  ;-  and  therefore  when  the  firft  Grand  Alliance  was 
formed  at  tht  Hague  in  1690,  he  took  care  to  be  included  in 
it,  and  ventured  fo  far  as  to  ftake  his  Dominions,  to  preferve 
his  Independency. 

His  Succefs  in  that  War  was  but  indifferent;  his  Troops 
were  not  fo  well  difciplined  as  thofe  of  France,  and  he  had  not 
himfelf  acquired  that  Experienccin  the  Art  of  War,  for  which 
he  became  afterwards  fo  remarkable.  He  perfifted  however  in 
his  Purpofe,  tho'  he  loft  the  Battle  of  Staffard,  and  moft  of  the 
ftrong  Towns  in  his  Dominions  that  Year.  But  in  the  next 
the  French  were  baffled  before  Coni\  and  the  Duke,  to  ftiew 
that  he  was  not  fo  defpicable  an  Enemy  as  the  Grand  Monarch 
imagined,  made  an  Irruption  into  Dauphiny,  where  he  took 
Gap  and  Amhrun,  and  then  returned  into  his  own  Dominions. 
This  Incurfion  had  itsEfFeftj  for  in  1603,  Lewis  JdV.  propo- 
fed,  and  the  Duke  accepted  a  feparate  Peace,  by  which  N'ice, 
Sufa,  Villafranca,  and  Montmittan,  were  reftored  to  him,  as' 
was  alfo  ,Fignerel,  but  the  French  thought  'fit  to  demolifh  it 
firft.  He  obtained  alfo  three  Vallies,  and  a  very  confiderable 
Sum  of  Money,  as  a  Compenfation  for  the  Lo(s  he  had  fuftain- 
cd  hjr  the  War. 

To  attach  him  more  firmly  to  his  Intereft,  the  French  King 
confented  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  his  eldeft  Grandfon, 
ihould  marry  the  ^Ideft  Daughter  of  the  Duke,  and  that  his 
Highnefs  fhould  command  his  Troops  in  Italy  againft  his  old 
Allies.  After  the  general  Peace,  there  happened  fome  new  Dif- 
ferences between  him  and  France,  which  \^ere  compromifed  by 
another  Treaty  in  170 1,  when  the  moft  Chriftian  King  thought 
*       ►  *  nothing 
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nothing  could  flrenghen  the  Intertfk  of  fhiUp  Dukt  ^f  Jf^m^ 
"whom  he  had  declarjed  King  of  Spain,  fo  much  as  marryi^ 
into  the  Houfe  of  Savoy ;  and  therefore  he  conCentsd  to  hts 
Match  with  the  fecond  Daughter  pf  the  Duke  -,  and  it  was  9k 
the  fame  time  agreed^  that  in  cafe  of  a  War,  hi«  Highne^ 
Iboukl  be  Geoeraliffimo  of  the  Army  of  the  two  Crown$  ifli 
Jtafy. 

fiy  this  Step  the  Politicians  at  VerfaiUes  imagined  that  they 
had  carried  two  great  Points,  that  of  Axing  the  Hou(e  ^ 
Savcy  for  ever  in  its  Dependence  upon  the  ^mrhpn  FamiljE*' 
and  providing  for  the  Defence  of  the  Spani/h  Dominionis  in 
Italy,  by  putting  them  under  the  Profeftion  of  the  only  Powqr 
whereby  they  could  be  hurt ;  and  it  is  very  highly  probabJ^ 
that  this  §cheme  of  theirs  would  have  taken  place  in  its  futt 
Extent,  if  Louvois,  who  had  then  the  greateft  Credit  wieb 
l»twis  XIV.  had  not  overturned  it.  He  had  conceived  an  un- 
reafonable  and  a  very  unaccountable  Diftafle  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  and  from  the  Brutality  of  his  owi\  Temper,  was  fo  far 
.  from  concealing,  that  he  exprcffed  it  in  Terms  fo  grofs  and 
foabufive,  that  no  Gentleman  could  have  borne,  and  which 
therefore  it  was  impoffible  that  a  Sovereign  Prince  (hould  no^ 
refent. 

Vi^or  Amadeus  confidered,  that  if  his  clofe  Alliance  with  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  could  not  defend  him  from  fuch  Treatment^ 
his  SucceiTors,  when  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  ihould  be  motp 
extended  than  it  was,  would  tink  into  a  Degree  of  Dependence^ 
more  uneaiy  and  not  lefs  difhonourable  than  downright  Sufn 
je(5tion  ;  he  took  therefore  the  glorious  Refolution  of  forget* 
ting  the  Ties  of  natural  AfFedion  for  his  Daughters,  that  he 
might  fupport  the  DigniQr  derived  to  him  from,  his  Anceftors^ 
9nd  leave  his  Pofterity  as  free  as,  in  fpite  of  thie  Difficulties 
they  had  to  firuggle  with,  thofe  Anceftors  had  left  him.  Such 
were  the  Motives  that  threlv  him  into  the  fecond  Grand  Al- 
liance, though  at  the  Beginning  Things  did  not  feem  to  gg 
much  better  than  when  he  entered  into  the  firft.  The  French 
vreie  every  where  fuperior,  he  was  furrounded  by  them  on  all 
fides,  his  Friends  were  at  a  Diftance,  and  it  required  a  good 
deal  of  Time  before  they  would  be  able  to  aft.  No  Prince 
could  know  this  better  than  he,  yet  he  profecuted  his  Plan,  and 
what  he  had  concerted  with  the  Wifdom  of  a  Politician,  he  fup- 
ported  with  the  Magnanimity  of  a  Hero, 

The  Frentb  King  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with,  or  rather 
no.  fooner  fufpefted  his  Royal  Highnels's  Defign,  than  he 
caufed  a  great    Body  of  his  Troops  which  had  joined    the 
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Trmh  Army  to  be  feized  and  difarmcd ;  be  ient  the  Duke  de 
Vendome  into  Piedmont^  who  took  Verceil  on  one  Side,  while 
another  KkIj  of  French  Troops  became  Mafters  of  Sufa  ;  all 
Saooj  Was  conquered,  and  the  important  Fortrefs  of  Montmi-^ 
Ban  demolifhed.  7'hc  County  of  Nice  was  reduced  foon  after, 
and  the  ereateft  Part  of  Piedmont  by  degrees ;  at  laft  Turin 
was  invefted,  and. the  Duke  faw  himfelf  upon  the  very  Point 
«f  loling  every  Foot  of  Ground  he  had.*  He  bore  his  Misfor- 
tunes with  Patience,  he  took  his  Meafures  with  Prudence,  and 
'with  great  Generofity  of  Soul  rejefted  the  Terms  that  Letvis 
XIV.  would  have  prefcribed,  with  this  remarkable  Expreffion, 
that  it  was  better  for  a  Prince  tojiarve  with  Honour  than  reign 
with  Shame,  The  Imperial  Army  defigned  for  the  Relief  of 
Turin^  was  commanded  by  a  Prince  of  his  own  Houft,  the 
Greait  Eugene.  His  March  appeared  wonderful  both  to  Friends 
and  Enemies,  and  when  he  arrived  in  Itafy^  his  Army  was  lb 
much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Enemy,  that  the  French  boafted  he 
)iad  taken  fo  much  Pains,  and  run  fo  many  Hazards,  merely  to 
Sacrifice  them.  ^  « 

[  Their  Triumph  was  but  Ihort ;  the  Prince  attacked  the  Duke 
Tof  Orleans  ip  his  Lines  before  Turin^  beat  him,  and  by  a  iingle 
ViiSlory  recovered  Piedmont^  and  faved  Italy^  This  was  ia 
1706;  the  ver/  next  Year  the  Duke  invaded  France  in  his 
Turn,  forced  the  Paflage  of  the  Var^  marched  dircftly  thro* 
'^rovencey  and  formed  the  Siege  of  Toulon^  which  mifcarried  by 
Accidents  it  would  require  too  much  room  to  relate.  One 
Thing  is  remarkable,  the  French  with  a  Fury  more  than  bar- 
larou^,  had  deftroyed  all  his  fihe  Walks,  and  cut  down  all 
liis  fair  Plantations  near  Turin  5  he  had  an  Opportunity  of 
returning  this  Compliment  in  Provence^  by  deftroying  their 
Mulberry,  their  Olive  Trees,  and  their  Capers  ;  but  he  dif- 
dained  it,  and  on  the  contrar)',  took  all  the  Pains  imagina- 
ble to  preferve  them.  He  continued  the  War  with  his  own 
Forces,  and  obliged  the  French  to  keep  an  Army  on  that  Side 
conftantly  to  prevent  his  Irruptions,  which  weakened  their 
Forces  elfewhere,  and  convinced  them  he  was  no  contemptible 
Enemy. 

At  the  Coqclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ^  the  late  Queeii 
jfnne  infifted  upon  the  Ceflion  to  him  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily^ 
and  took  care  that  the  Crown  of  Spain^  failing  the  Heirs  of  Phi- 
lip V.  fliould  be  entailed  upon  this  Prince.  France  reftored 
to  him  the  Duchy  of  Savoy  and  the  County  of  Nice,  and 
yielded  to  him  likewife  in  Perpetuity  the  Valley  of  Pragelas^ 
with  the  Forts  of  Exilles  and  Fenefirellesy   with  the  Vallics  of 
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Ou»f  'Bardonachi^  and  Chateau  Dauphins  i  but  on  the  other  hand 
he  yielded  the  Valley  of  Barceloneita  to  the  Crown  of  France* 
His  moft  Chriftlan  Majefty  likewife  confirmed  the  Ccffions  that 
were  made  by  the  Emperor,  of  a  Part  of  Montferratj  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Alexandria  and  Vakntiay  the  Countries  between  the 
Po  and  the  Tenaro^  the  Lomelin^  the  Valley  of  SeJJia,  and  the 
Equivalent  that  was  to  be  given  for  Vigevanafco. 

All  this  contributed  to  make  the  King  of  Sicifyj  as  he  was 
now  filled,  a  very  confiderable  Prince,  and  he  would  have  foon 
become  much  more  confiderable,  if  he  had  remained  longer  in- 
Pofleffion  of  Sicifyy  where  he  began  to  make  himfelf  very  agree- . 
able  to  the  People,  by  fupporting  the  Authority  of  the  Civil 
Government .  againft  the  Clergy,  who  made  ufe  of  their  too 
great  Wealth  and  Privileges  to  opprefs  and  pillage  the  People.  • 
He  had  not  time,  however,  as  we  have  hinted,  to  bring  hia. 
Defigns  to  bear ;  the  Spaniards^  on  the  one  hand,  could  not  en- 
dure that  he  fhould  keep  that  Iflanfd,  and  the  late  Emperor  Charles 
VI.  on  the  other,  kept  up  his  Claim  to  it,  and  rcfolved  to  take 
the  firft  Opportunity  that  fhould  offer  of  re-uniting  it  to  his 
Kingdom  of  Naples. 

The  Lovers  of  fccret  Hiftory  have  reported,  that  Spain  of- . 
fered  to  King  Vi£lor  Amadeus^  an  Expedient  for  extricating  him 
from  thefe  Difficulties,  which  was  the  driving  the  Imperialijis 
out  of  Italy^  and  then  granting  him  all  that  he  could  defire  or 
exped ;  but  they  fay  likewife,  that  Spain  infifted  upon  having 
the  Prince  of  Piedmont  delivered  as  a  Hofiage,  which  the  King 
excufed,  upon  account  of  the  Tendernels  the  Queen  his  Mother 
had  for  that  Prince ;  but  at  the  fame  time  offered  the  Prince  de 
Carignan  in  his  ftead,  which  was  accepted;  hut  when  the  Time 
came  for  the  Delivery,  it  was  (aid,  that  Prince  had  made  his 
Efcape,  and  was  retired  into  i^rj»r^,  which  fo  irritated  the  Court 
of  Madridy  that  they  immediately  refolved  upon  the  Invafion  of 
Sicily. 

That  there  was  a  Negotiation  fet  on  foot  between  this  Mo- 
narch and  the  Spanijh  Court,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt ;  but  as 
to  the  Tale  of  his  giving  Hoftages,  I  look  upon  It  as  a  Chime- 
ra. FiSfor  Amadius  was  of  another  Temper,  than  to  iacrifice 
the  Safety  of  his  Heir  Apparent,  or  any  Prince  of  his  Fa- 
mily, in  fuch  a  manner.  The  Ufe  he  made  of  that  Treaty 
was  to  amufe  the  Spanijh  Miniffers,  and  gain  Time  to  take 
the  beft  Meafures  pofiible,  which,  after  mature  Deliberation, 
he  judged  was  ftriking  in  with  his  old  Allies,  who  about 
this  Time  concluded  £e  Quadruple  Alliance.  All  he  could 
obtain  was  the  Exchange  of  Sicily  for  Sardmia^  which  tho'  a 
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very  great  Lofs,  was  better  than  nothing)  but  in  a  little  Time 
it  fcemcd  very  doubtful  whether  he  would  be  able  to  obtain  even 
this,  the  Spaniards  making  themfelves  entirely  Mafters  of  that 
Ifland,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  attacked  and  conquered  a 
great  Part  of  Stcify.  Thefe  Events  paflcd  in  the  Year  1718, 
when  the  Affairs  of  thij  Monarch  wore  but  an  indifferent 
Afpcd,  till  Sir  George  Byng  having  entirely  deftroyed  the  Spa- 
ntjb  Fleet,  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  imperialifls  to  make 
themfelves  Mafters  of  Sicily ;  and  fo  fiir  check'd  the  Ambition, 
and  humbled  the  Power  of  the  Catholicfc  King,  that  he  was 
ohce  more  content  to  abandon  Sardinia,  which  in  confequcnce 
of  the  Alliance  tefore-mentioned,  was  delivered  up  to  Vi£ior 
Jrnadeusy  who  bore  ever  after  the  Title  of  his  Sardinian  Ma- 
j^ity,  and  continued  alfo  in  Pbffeilion  of  that  Ifland,  iituated 
very  near  his  own  Dominions,  very  far  from  being  an  incon-' 
fiderable  Acquifition;  though  certainly  much  inferior  to  the 
noble  Kingdom  of  Sicily^  thit  for  the  prefent  fell  under  the 
Dominion  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and  continued  fo  manj^ 
Years  after,  till  in  confequence  of  the  Refcntme^it  of  his  pre- 
fent* 5tfri/Wtf»  Majefty,  it  was  once  again  recovered  by  the 
Bourbon  Faipily,  remains  ftiU>  anfl  is  like  Co  r^main^  in  thfir 
PoffdTion. 

As  foon  as  the  Kine  found  himfdf  in  fome  meafure  free 
from  thofe  Troubles  and  Difputes,  with  which  his  Kdgn  had 
hitherto  been  embarraiTed,  he  fet  about  the  Execution  of  a 
Proje<3  which  had  been  Ion?  floating  in  his  Mind ;  in  ihort, 
he  cofnpiled,  or  cauJTed  to  be  compiled  under  his  Dire£tion^ 
a  complcat  Code  or  Body  of  Laws  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Subjedh, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  publifhed  in  172^,  bv  which  he  in 
a  great  meafure  freed  his  People  from  trivial  and  vexatious 
Suits,  and  from  the  lunning  into  a  tedious  length  of  fuch 
as  were  more  neceffary.  ITie  Lawyers  were  fomewhat  dif- 
pleafed  with  this,  but  tlie  King  told  them,  "  what  they  loft 
'*  would  be  a  Gain  to  their  Pofterity,  and  that  in  Dominions 
***  fo  narrow  as  his,  and  fome  of  them  not  over  fruitful^  it 
•*  was  inconfiftent  with  common  Scnfe  to  grant  an  Indulgence 
**  to  any  one  Set  of  Men  to  eat  up  the  Produce  of  aU  other 
"  Men's  Labours."  By  his  royal  Edi£l  therefore^  and  without 
any  further  Ceremony,  this  Code  divided  into  five  Parts  (the 
fixth  not  being  then  publifhed)  making  a  Volume  of  644  Leaves, 
was  declared  the  Meafure  of  Civil  I^ight  throughout  his  Terri- 
tories. 

It    is  certain    that  he    had    projc£lcd    other    R^ulations, 

and  fcemcd  wholly  bent  upon  fuch  Mcafures  as  might  tend 
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to  the  Improvement  of  his  Country^  and  to  better  tfie  Cortffi* 
tion  of  his  People,  when  he  found  htmfelf  linder  a  Neceflity 
of  taking  a  very  extraordinary  Step,  which  however  it  is  highly 
probaUy  he  had  very  maturely  confid^red  before  he  took  it, 
tho*  he  was  (o  fecret  therein,  that  nobody  either  in  his  o#nr 
Cbuntry,  or  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Europe^  had  the  leaft  Intd^ 
ligence  thereof,  before  it  appeared  in  the  Gazette  6{  Turin.  Jst 
conduding^  which  important  Deiign  as  he  did,  his  Maj|efly  had 
in  view  th6  confirming  and  cihblifliing  that  great  Chara^or 
he  had  obtained  througn  Europe^  by  obierving  the  fame  Con- 
du£t  to  the  laft,  as  well  as  to  fecure  thofe  great  Advantages- 
for  the  Sake  of  which  this  amazing  Step  was  taken,  and  which 
would  have  been  infallibly  loft,  if  it  had  been  difcovered  or 
difclofed. 

This  Angular  and  furprifing  Meafure  was  the  Rcfination 
of  his  Crown  in  favour  of  his  Son  the  Prince  of  Pteim^, 
He  was  moved  thereto  from  various  Confidfcrations,  but  par** 
ticularly  three.  In  the  firft-  Place  he  found  himfelf  (b  extras- 
ordinarily  prefled  by  the  Emperor  on  one  Side,  and  by  Franci 
and  her  Allies  on  the'  odier,  that  he  could  fcarce  determine 
with  himfelf  which  Side  to  take,  and  therefore  inclined  to 
make  a  Chafbi  in  the  Government,  rather  than  take  either,  in 
hopes  of  gaining  Time  for  his  Succeflbr.  He  wa»  fo  fenfible,  in 
the  fecond  Placej  that  many  Reafons  might  be  alledged  againft 
the  Execution  of  feveral  Schemes  he  had  formed,  in  relation, 
for  the  moft  part  to  the  Ecelefiaftical  and  CiWl  Government  of 
hi^  Dominions,  that  he  judged  they  might  be  better  managed 
by  his  Son.  He  was,  thirdly,  much  worn  with  the  continual 
Fatigues  of  a  long  and  a6live  Reign,  and  was  defirous  therefore 
of  pafflng  a  few  Years  in  repofe  with  the  Countefs  St.  Sebajiian^ 
whom  he  married  when  a  private  Man,  and  retired  with  her 
to  Chamberry  in  Savoy. 

This  Refignation  took  place  in  the  Month  of  SepfenAer  1 730 ; 
it  was  made  with  great  Solemnity,  in  the  Prefence  not  only  of ' 
the  gneat  Minif^ers  of  his  Court,  but  alfo  of  almoft  all  the  No- 
bility and  Perfons  of  Diftin£lion  in  his  Dominions.  He  re- 
ferved  t6  himfeU*  an  Annuity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
Livres  per  Ann.  and  having  recommended  Moderation  to  his 
Son,  and  Fidelity  to  his  Subjedsj  parted  with  his  Crown  with 
the  utmoft  Appearance  of  Satisfa^ion.    . 

CHJRLES  EMANUEL  II.  his  Son  and  SucccfTor, 
mounted  the  Throne  which  his  Father  had  quitted,  in  the  Flower 
of  his  Ace,  being  then  in  his  thirtieth  Year.  He  had  married 
in  the  Year  I722>  a  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Ntukargh^  and 
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Upon  her  Demife  heefpoufed  in  ly  z^^zFtinicds  of  MeJiRInnfM* 
He  had  given  great  Hopes  from  his  moft  tender  Years,  of  makins: 
a  mild  and  gracious,  as  well  as  a  gallant  and  wife  Prince  i  anJ 
at  his  Entrance  into  the  Government  he  met  with  fb  many  and 
fo  imexpeOed  Croffcs,  that  Poftcrity  will  learn  with  Wonder 
bpw  he  extricated  himfelf  from  them  without  Blemiib  to  his 
Charader,  and  without  Prejudice  to  his  Adminiftration. 

In  fhort,  the  dd  King,  at  the  Inftigation  of  th^  Lady  he  bad 
made  his  Wife,  but  not  his  Queen,  grew.diflatisfied  with  his 

frivate  Condition,  and  be^n  to  form  Defigns  of  refuming  his 
>ignity,  which  he  profpcuted  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  fo  wild 
ana  inconfiftent  a  Project,  ^d  to  the  Difpofition  of  the  Perfoa 
at  whofe  Inftance  he  was  weak  enough  to  attempt  it.  The 
young  King  a&ed  a  very  wife  and  dilcreet  Part,  he  called  to* 
gether  the  great  Officers  of  State  and  the  Nobility,  and  having 
acquainted  them  with  the  Neceffity  he  was  under  to  fecure  his 
Father's  Perfon,  he  demanded  their  Advice;  and  they  were 
Hoanimoufly  of  Opinion,  that  as  well  for  the  Sake  of  hisSubjefis 
as  himfelf,  he  fliould  continue  to  admiuifier  Afiairs  with  the 
fame  Spirit,  (Economy,  and  Prudence,  which  he  had  IhewQ 
from  the  Time  he  mounted  the  Throne. 

In  following  their  Advice,  he  ihewed  himfelf  a  true  Father 
to  his  Country ;  for  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  Reludance  and  Concern,  that  he  took 
the  only  Meafure  that  was  left  for  him  to  take,  that  of  confining 
the  M  King  to  his  Palace  at  MontcaUer^  where  he  remained  to 
the  Day  of  his  Death,  which  was  the  lafl  of  Oflober  1732,  in 
the  fix^-feventh  Year  of  his  Age; 

JBut  if  the  Situation  of  this  Monarch's  AiFairs  at  home  con* 
tinued  ^  this  time  uneafy'and  perplexed,  the  Concerns  he 
hafl  with  foreign  Powers  were  not  at  all  le(s  embarrafled^ 
The  Imperial  Court  had  afforded  many  Occafions  to  his  Father 
of  Complaint ;  and  tbofe  Occafions  were  not  removed  under 
th^  Reign  of  the  Son.  Whether  this  proceeded  from  Defign 
or  Inadvertence  is  yet  undecided,  but  from  whatever  it  pro- 
ceeded, its  EfFe6b  were  fatal.  His  Sardinian  Majefty  acquainted 
the  late  Earl  ofBffix^  then  the  Briti/h  Minifter  at  hijs  Cojurt,  with 
the  Nature  of  his  Grievances,  and  the  Reafons  which  )ed  him 
to.  fufpeift  that  they  were  not  very  fmcere  at  Viennay  in  re- 
ference to  the  Conceflions  that  had  been  made  him,  the  rather 
becaufe  that  all  the  Titles  and  Recoids  of  the  Montferraty  which 
was  yielded  to  him  by  Treaty,  were  withheld  ;  and  he  could 
not  help  rojarding  this,  and  the  forming  fome  Prctcnfions  upon 
certain  Diurids^  as  if  they  were  dependent  on  the  Duchy  of 
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Aittan^  as  Signs  that  he  was  no  longer  td  fetain  the  Pofleflioit 
of  thofe  Territories,  than  till  fome&ir  Opportunity  fhould  ofiier 
for  refumiiig  them. 

The  finV/^  Court  having  juft  Apprehenfions  of  what  happened, 
laboured  earneftly  with  his  late  Imperial  Majefty  Charles  Vh 
and  his  Minifters,  to  remove  thefe  Obftacles,  to  a  dofe  and 
cordialCorrefpond^nce  with  the  Court  of  3«r/»  ;  but  the  Dila- 
torinefs  which  had  been  but  too  obfervable  on  all  fuch  Occafions, 
hindered  them  from  taking  thofe  Steps  which  perhaps  they  were 
inclined  to  take,  and  which  might  probably  have  given  his 
Sardinian  Majefty  SatisfefHon.  So  that  while  they  were  nego- 
'  tiating  and  trying  a  variety  of  Methods,  to  obli^  this  Prince 
to  let  /all  fome  of  his  Pretenfions,  the  general  Aftairs  of  Europe 
took  fuch  a  Turn,  as  proved  by  no  means  &vourable  to  their 
Views- 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1733,  died  King  Augujlus  of 
PoUindy  which,  as  we  have  fhewn  elfewhere,  gave  Occafion  to 
a  Rupture  between  the  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon^  and 
together  with  the  ill  Condu£t  beforementioned,  afforded  the  latter 
an  Opportunity  of  detaching  his  Sardinian  Majefly  intircly 
from  the  former.  In  purfuing  this  extraordinary  Meafure, 
that  Monarch  afted  with  all  the  Secrecy  and  Addrefs  Which 
have  been  the  conftant  Charafteriftics  of  his  Adminiftration. 
He  figned  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  September^  with  the  Marquis 
de  Faugrenanty  an  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  Alliance  with  France^ 
to  which  Spain  afterwards  acceded.  The  true  Defign  of  this 
wife  Prince  in  making  this  Treaty,  was  that  expreued  in  his 
Manifefto,  viz.  reftoring  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Italy  ;  where 
he  thought  the  Houfe  di' Auftria  had  acquired  too  great  an 
Afcendancy. 

It  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  many  of  the  lidRan  Potentates  had 
jufl  Reafon  to  complain  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Court  kA  Vienna  \ 
and  that  notwithftanding  this,  their  Complaints  were  very 
little  regarded,  which  joined  to  his  own  particular  Grievances^ 
induced  his  Sardinian  mdjcBY  to  believe,  that  if  the  Plan  laid 
down  in  this  Alliance  could  be  carried  into  Execution,  the 
Aflairs  of  Italy  would  not  only  be  put  into  a  better  Con* 
dition  for  the  prefent,  but  that  all  things  might  be  properly 
fettled  on  a  right  and  folid  Bafis  for  the  future.  When  the 
French  Army  began  to  pafe  the  Alps^  Count  Traun,  at  that 
Time  Governor  of  Milany  was  fo  little  apprifed  of  the  true 
State  of  Things,  that  he  offered  his  Sardinian  Maiefly  all 
the  Affifi^ce  in  bis  Power,    to   impede   their  Paflagc ;  to 

C  c  3  which 


[  39©  ] 

wb^  the  KoQg  snfwcred  ooldly,  Thgi  thff  £d  mi  <6m  as 

Marihal  Vittar$  commanded  the  French  Army,  and  his  S^rr 
dimaH  Maj^luviim  joined  his  Troops,  with  thofe  under  his 
pi:der$,  the  Conf^uelt  of  the  Milamfe  was  very  foon  atchievedL 
^he  King  made  this  Campaign  in  Perfoo,  as  he  llkewtfe  did  the 
pext  Year ;  but  the  Qyeen  ^Jing  daogeroufly  ill,  be  was  con^- 
ifarained  to  return  to  Turin  in  tbc  latter  End  of  the  Month  qf 
^um  1 734,  and  during  bis  Abfence  was  fought  the  famous  Battip 
€i  Parma.  Count  Mtrd  commanded  the  Imperiatifts  \  he  was 
extremely  ill  of  the  Gout,  but  that  did  not  binder  his  taking 
Foil  on  the  Right  of  the  firft  Line  of  his  In£mtry  in  bis  ar^mc^ 
Chair,  w^ere  with  g^eat  Coolnefs  and  Intrepidi^  jbe  gave  his 
Orders  till  he  was  mort;alIy  wounded.  The  French  Gtx^r?!  was 
Monfieur  fince  Marechalde  Coigni^  who  having  been  lately  de- 
ceived by  die  ImberiaUfti  ^faSbxi%  the  Qf^V,  and  penetrating  into 
;tbe  Parmehn^  wbich  he  thought  impra&icable,  he  wa,sthe  mor45 
cpDcerned  to  recover  his  Reputation  by  gainine  a  Battle.  Th^ 
rendered  the  Difpute  very  ooftinate  and  very  bloody  ^  for  fom^ 
people  fay.  that  there  never  was  an  Adlion  in  which  the  Bufi-* 
nei&  was  determined  by  fmall  Arjps  that  lafied  longer  than  this» 
.except  the  enfuing  Baxtle  of  GuaJiaUa* 

Tne  Jmperiali/is  were  obliged  to  retire  j  but  Prince  Leu/is  of 
IVirtmbergy  who  fucceeded  Count  Merci  in  his  Comman<|, 
brou^t  his  Forces  in  very  good  Order  to  Riggto^  and  the  lai^ 
Fielo-Marfhal  Count  Koningfegg  coming  to  take  the  Com- 
mand, it  was  not  long  before  he  made  the  French  fenfible  of 
his  iuperior  Capacity  ;  for  on  the  fifteenth  of  £i^//m^  ^734* 
he  paiied  the  Seuhia^  furprized  a  part  of  the  French  Army,  ai^ 
obliged  Marihal  Br^glio^  who  was  a  Horfe- Officer,  and  ought 
to  have  known  the  Fords  beUer,  to  make  his  Efcap^  without 
bis  Breeches, 

This  brou^t  on  the  Battle  of  GuaJIaUoy  which  was  fought 
on  the  nineteenth,  and  therein  the  King  of  Sardinia  command'* 
ed  in  Perfon.  He  had  already  gained  a  great  Chara&r  in  pub- 
lick  and  private  Life  :  He  was  the  Father  of  his  Family  and  gf 
hi&  People,  enjoyed  in  his  Court  the  Pkafures  of  a  regular  and 
amiable  Oeconomy,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  revered  and 
adofcd  by  his  Subjeds  ;  he  had  fhewed  a  Reach  in  Politicis 
much  fuperior  to  his  Age,  but  his  Behaviour  in  the  Battle  of 
Cuaftalk  obfcured  all  that  he  had  hitherto  performed  ^  and  the 
Splendor  of  that  Vidlory,  which  was  entirely  owing  to  his  per- 
ibnal  Cours^e  and  Coiidu£^,  threw  all  bis  former  great  A<9ioi}s 
intQ  Shade,  iuice  all  Europe  rung  npw.with  his  PraSes  as  a  Hero« 
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In  the  S^inhin^  of  the  next  Year  died  t\is^  Queefi,  which 
liowever  dfd  not  hinder  the  King  from  appearii^^  again  in  t^ 
Field,  where  Couiic  iCmingfigg  found  himfelf  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  great  Superiority  of  the  AllleSj^  and  the  Skill. of  the  Sfijani^ 
General  the  Duke  d^  MonUmar^  one  of  the  atle/l  Proficients  in 
the  Art  of  war  then  in  Europe.  .  All  the  Imperialijii  had  to  do 
Wastopreierve  their  laid  Stake^  the  important  City  ana  Fortreis 
of  Mantua^  and  this  they  did  till  the  rreliminaries  were  fettled 
and  %ned  at  Vienna. 

On  this  Occafion  his  Sardirdan  Majei^  had  a  convincing 
Proof  of  the  Steadinefs,  good  Faith^  and  upridit  Intention  of 
the  Court  of  France  i  for  the  Sritljk  Minimy  having  con- 
certed with  the  Court  of  Vienna  arlan  of  Peace,  hy  whicn 
Toriona  and  the  Tortonefey  Novara  and  the  Nruarefe^  together 
with  the  Vtgenavafque^  were  to  be  detached  from  the  Duchj 
of  ATtlany  and  annexed  for  ever  to  Piedmont  \  the  French  Courl^ 
by  a  clandeftine  Negotiation,  deprived  him  abfolutely  of  onf 
of  thefe  Diftridb,  and  only  lelft  him  his  (^hoice  of  the  other 
two,  in  which  Situation  he  preferred  the  iformer.  Thefe  Prc^ 
liminaries  wci-e  figned  O^fober  3,  1735^  and  were  in,  every 
refpeft  favourable  to  Francey  injurious  to  her  Allies^  fiital  t^ 
the  Houfe  o{  Jujlria^  and  dei^ru£iive  of  the  Ballance  of  Eu* 
rope. 

By  them,,  under  Colour  of  King  Staniflaus^s  Right  to  th^ 
Crown  of  Pokndj  France  obtained  Lorrain  ibr  herfelf,  contnury 
to  repeated  Declarations,  that  ihe  meant  to  gain  nothing  by 
this  War;  for  this  Spain  w^s  obliged  to  give  Tufcany  as  an 
Equivalent,  and  Parma  and  Placentia  were  alio  yielded  to  the 
Emperor  in  lieu  of  Sicily  and  Naples.  The  King  of  Sardinia 
well  underftood  the  ill  Uiage  he  had  met  with,  and  faw  clearly 
how  little  he  had  to  hope  in  favour  of  the  fiallance  of  Ita^ 
from  either  the  Jufticc  ox  the  Policy  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbm^ 
But  the  Preliminaries  being  f^ned,  there  was  no  drawing 
back,  and  therefore  he  acceded  to  them  on  the  16th  of  Au^ft 
1736,  at  Turing  fully  fatiafied,  that  he  had  cxpofed  his  Per- 
(pn.  and  his  Dominions,  only  to  aggrandize  a  Power  already 
but  too  formidable  to  all  its  Nei^ours,  and  particularly  (o 
to   him. 

It  was  from  this  Time  that  his  Majlefty  purfued  with  the 
grcateft  Steadinefs  his  original  Syftem,  of  rdloring  and  orcferv- 
ing,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  the  Ballance  of //^^  by  pre- 
yentinff  the  Incroachments  of  either  of  the  two  great  Fami-* 
Ties,  vrfiofe  Quarrels  have  fo  long  difturbed  the  Peace  of  that 
C<iuntryi  and  indeed'  of  all  Europe.    I  call  it  the  original  Syftem 
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pf  this  Prince^  hecaufe  it  was  really  what  he  aimed  at  by  diis 
*  War ;  fo  that  when  our  minor  Politicians  glance  at  his  In^ 
conftancy,  and  affeft'to  be  witty  upon  his  having  been  on  both 
Sides,  they  ihoot  very  wide  oJ  the  Mark,  for  he  never  was 
but  on  one.  I  mean  by  one,  his  own  natural,  rational,  and 
invariable  Intercft,  that  of  the  Ballance,  from  which  his 
Wifdom  will  never  allow  him  to  depart,  and  which  it  is  hop* 
ed  his  other  heroic  Qualities  will  always  enable  him  to  fuf- 
tain. 

It  is  not  howicver  to  beexpefied,  that  this  Difpofitlon  Ihould 
bind  him  infeparably  to  either  of  thofe  Houfes ;  his  Principle 
is  Independency,  not  for  himfclf  only,  but  for  the  other  Powers 
of  lialy^  in  whofe  Caufe  he  fights  as  well  as  his  own ;  and 
this  is  not  his  Intereft  fingly,  but  ours ;  and  therefore  he  is, 
with  great  Propriety,  ftiled  our  natural,  as  from  his  unalterable 
Steadineis  to  the  common  Caufe  he  is  with  equal  Propriety 
called  our  faithful  Ally.  But  to  return  from  Kefiedlions  to 
Hiftory. 

At  the  preffing  Inftances  of  his  Subje£b  he  confented  to  a 
third  Marriage,  and  in  the  Month  of  March  I737j  cfpoufed 
the  Princefi  EUxabeth  Therefa^  Sifter  to  the  prelent  Emperor, 
then  Duke  of  T'tf/fflffy,  a  Prmcefs  who  joined  all  the  Accom- 
pliffaments  that  are  amiable  in  her  Sex,  to  all  the  Virtues  that 
were  requi^te  to  adorn  her  high  Station.  She  made  her  Entry 
into  Turin  on  the  22d  of  the  Month  laft  mentioned  ;  and  a$ 
there  never  was  a  Marriage  more  agreeable  to  the  Maxims  of 
true  Policy,  fo  never  was  there  any  more  happy  with  refpcfi  to 
the  Parties  themfelves  ;  for  with  regard  to  the  Conjugal  State, 
it  may  without  Flattery  be  aiSrmed,  that  their  Sardinian  Ma- 
jetties  were  a  Model  to  their  Subje£b.  On  the  3d  of  May 
1739,  his  prefcnt  Imperial  Majefty,  at  that  time  Ureat  Duke 
of  Tufcanyj  made  a  Tour  to  Turin^  where  he  was  received  with 
all  the  Refpeft  and  Affeftion  imaginable. 

A  little  after,  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  was  proclaimed 
there.  I  mention  this  particularly,  oecaufe  it  was  attended  with 
a  Declaration  from  the  King  of  Sardinia^  by  which  it  plainly 
appeared  that  fome  Doubts  had  been  ftarted  about  the  Town 
of  Saravallffy  whether  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
Tortoneji  or  potj  and  from  thence  it  alfo  appeared,  that  the 
Records  beforeitientioned  were  not  even  then  delivered  up,  but 
the  King  figns  upon  an  exprefs  Condition,  that  they  ihould 
be  delivered  to  him  in  fix  Months  Time,  purfuant  to  the 
Treaty  of  1703.  This  very  clearly  flicws  how  much  Reafon 
ih\s  rrincp  has  had  to  a£t  ^ith  gre^it  Cj^utipn  and  Circum'* 

^Jeftroh, 


I  393  1 

.fpoSionv^inreTpoS  to  whatever  Ceffions  have  heaimziie  lam 
fince ;  but  with  Regard  to  the  Uprightnefe  of  his  Intention, 
and  his  lincereDefign  of  maintaining  the  rcfpcSivc  Powers  m 
Italy  in  the  juft  Enjoyment  of  their  Rights,  no  part  of  Us 
Condudl  has  given  the  leaft  Caufc  to  doubt  it. 

After  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  when  Spam 
was  determined  to  pufli  her  Pretenfions  in  Italy  by  Force,  and 
had  alfo  fecured  the  Ai&fiance  of  France  for  that  Putpofe,  no 
Stone  was  left  unturned  to  bring  his  Sardinian  Majefty  inUi 
their' Meafure3,  and  Threats  andrromifes  were  employed  wiA 
all  the  Addreis  of  which  their  ableft  Miniftq-s  were  capable,-  aid 
yet  to  no  manner  of  Purpofe.  We  are  however  to  confidcr, 
that  at  that  Time  his  Majefty's  Affairs  were  in  a  very  embaf- 
rafled  Situation  j  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  puibed  to  the 
utmoft  in  Germany y  her  Forces  weak  inltafyy  and  as  yet  tbene 
was  no  Treaty  of  Subfidy  fettled  with  Great  Britain.  On  thp 
other  hand,  the  Duke  oiModena  was  adually  arming  in  favour 
of  the  Spaniards^  they  fuccecded  perfe£Uy  in  their  projeOed  Do- 
fcent  upon  the  Coaft  of  Tufcany^  and  the  Neapolitan  Foroei 
were  ready  to  join  them,  when  there  was  juft  Reafon  to  fear 
that  France  would  invade  Italy  on  the  other  Side. 

In  thefe  perplexed  Circumftances  the  King  x){  Sardinia  fhew* 
cd  himfelf  equally  firm  and  prudent.  He  was  determined  to 
a£t  in  favour  of  the  Queen  oi  Hungary ;  but  in  fuch  a  Situation 
of  Tilings,  it  was  not  either  requinte  or  convenient  that  he 
fhould  declare  his  Intention.  He  publiihed  therefore  a  Mani« 
fefto,  aflertinghis  own  Rights  to  the  Duchy  of  ^/i!i7if,  whidi 
he  laid  down  as  the  Foundation  for  his  defending  that  Countiy 
againft  a  Spanijh  Invafion.  Soon  after  this  he  entered  the  Duke 
of  Moden<^%  Dominions,  and  upon  his  Serene  Htghn^is's  refuiing 
to  difarm  his  Troops,  and  retiring  to  the  Spanijh  Army,  his 
Majefty  made  no  Difficulty  of  reducing  Modena  and  Mirandalm 
by  Force  ;  and  by  a  wife  and  well-c6ndu£ted  Oppofition,  forced 
the  Spanijh  Army  under  the  Duke  de  Montemar  to  retire  towards 
the  Frontiers  of  Naples. 

But  the  Spaniards  having  a  furer  Game  to  play,  and  march- 
ing another  Army  through  the  South  of  France^  the  King  found 
it  necefTary  to  return  to  Turin  to  provide  for  the  Defence  of 
^is  Country  on  that  Side ;  and  this  he  did  fo  effe£lually,  that 
the  Enemy,  after  attempting  to  force  his  Retrenchments  at  Filla 
Franca^  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  Defign  of  penetrating 
through  the  County  of  Nice ;  and  they  were  alfo  defeated  in 
gnother  Attempt  they  made  through  the  Valley  of  Barcelomtta. 
It  is  true  that  in  the  Winter  £ey  feU  upon  the  Duchy  of 
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S^tf^,  and  made  diem&Ives  MaftenB  of  it;  buttfa^Kfnjg  ^Mk 
drore  them  out  a|ain,  and  covered  that  Country  till  towards 
the  Qofe  of  the  Year,  when  by  Dint  of  fufperior  Force  they 
became  Maften  of  it  a^in. 

By  this  Time  the  Face  of  Affairs  was  ibme^at  changed  in 
Ettnpiy  and  his  SiarJinian  Majcfty  was  more  at  Liberty  to  avow 
his  real  Intentions ;  which  when  he  found  himfelf  (kure  of  be- 
ing fnplported  by  his  AHies,  be  did  with6ut  Scruple,  and  his 
Troops  had  a  very  confiderable  Share  in  the  fiiihous  Battle  of 
Campo  Simt&j  which  was  fought  in  February  I7i|.3,  in  which 
Count  Jfprtmnty  who  commanded  his  Fordcs  in  Chief,  loft  his 
Life*  It  is  very  true,  that  after  the  Court  of  Fiehna  thought 
Kt  to  recall  Marmal  Traun^  and  fend  Prince  LdHozvitz  towajrds 
the  Frontiers  of  My/?/,  his  Majefty  did  not  afipear  cxtremery 
Vigorous  in  fupporting  that  Meafure  j  but  the  Reafon  is  very 
dain,  and  i^as  no  other  than  this,  that  he  fufpefted  his  own 
Dominions  Would  be  again  attacked,  as  they  accordingly  were 
ih  the  moft  unlikely  &afon  of  the  Year,  bf  the  French  ahd 
Spanhrdr  in  ConjuntHon. 

His  Majefty  took  the  Command  of  the  Army,  upon  this 
Occaiion,  in  Perfon,  in  the  Month  of  OSIober ;  and  though 
be  was  feized  widi  a  violent  Cold,  fo  that  his  Head  and  Face 
t^ere  fwdlcd  to  a  great  Degree,  yet  he  vifited  his  Retrench- 
ments himfelf,  and  contributed  not  a  little  Iw  his  Prefehce  to 
the  Defeat  of  the  Enemy  at  the  Village  of  A«/,  where  they 
loft  five  thoufand  of  their  beft  Troops,  and  were  obliged  to 
abandon  all  Hopes  of  penetrating  into  Piedmont  for  that  Year. 
Thcfe  Tranlaftions  are  demonftrative  Proofs  how  defenfible  the 
Entrances  of  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince  really  arc,  when  he 
is  able  to  defend  them,  and  how  impoffible  it  would  be  to  force 
him  if  his  Power  and  Revenue  were  fomewhat  greater  than  they 
ytx  are,  though  in  both  he  is  far  fuperior  to  his  Anceftors. 

It  was  about  this  Time  that  his  Sardinian  Maiefty,  as  th^ 
ftrongeft  Proof  of  his  conftant  and  unalterable  Kefolution  to 
fupport  the  common  Caufe,  and  preferve  iHe  Aujirian  Donai- 
nions  in  lialjy  concluded  n^ith  that  Princefs,  and  bis  Britannick 
Majefty,  the  famous  Treaty  of  ff^orms,  the  only  clear  and  ex-r 
pHcit  Alliance  entered  into  during  the  War  j  hy  the  eighth 
Article  of  which  he  obtained  certain  Conccflions  in  return  fo^ 
what  he  had  already  done,  and  in  confideiaci6n  of  What  *by  thai 
Treaty  he  undertook  to  do,  and  which  he  afterwards  moft 
punftually  and  feithfirlly  perform'd. 

By  the  ninth  Article  the  Queen  of  Hungary  yielded  to  him' 
any  Right  flkc  might  have  in  the  Marquifate  o\  Finals  theii  iii 

the 
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itm  f^oflUBwi  ^ifee  Gmttfi^  who  ^nrete-to*  vecme  ad  E^ 
valcnt  for  k,  «n<i  ejcdufive  of  ^  giberal  fteiwfit  ddt  19»  f6 
fcfult  to  all  jfir^^  from  its  being  made  a  free  Poit,  and  firoAk 
its  opening  a  Communication  by  Sea  to  tine  DtettAion'  of 
bis  Sardinwm  Majefty,  vrho  Aoaa  die  Terms  of  t&is  %!ery 
Treaty,  became  tihie  perpetual  Proto£bnr«f  Ihe  bdEan  LibeAm, 
Py  the  r^A^  Article  it  unas  aeyonl,  tlialt  no  Peace  or  TtaJOt 
fhould  be  laade  till  his  l/kje&y  vms  rdbred  to  ibo&  Pluto 
of  his  Dominions,  of  which  be  had  been  difpoflc&il  bf  the  ocfiah 
jnon  Ejpemies^  and  of  wfajch  they  continued  {roflefied^  tiil  "Ad^ 

'  were  totally  eaten  u^  and  inipoverifhed. 

Theiie  is  no  doubt  that  the  Adyanfiages  fiijpiilalied  in  fxwdat  4f 
this  Prince  by  the  Treaty  bcforcracntioned  were  very  cdnfi- 
der^Ie  ;  but  wbeo  it  is  Ireoaembered  tbflt  be  had  ah^dy  deader 
corned  them,  thait  ivhat  was  givea  him  was  as  imich  for  th«g<idll 
of  the  common  Caufe  as  his  own,  and  after  lofiflg  agreat  Piot, 
be  was  ftill  to  rifle  ^i  the  reft  of  his  Dominions  in  defence  of 

'  this  Caufe ;  it  is  impoffible  for  any  ienfible  Maa  to  diink 
that  what  was  thus  granted  him  was  <oo  nmch.  it  is  the  more 
necefTary  to  clear  up  diefe  Points,  becaufe  many  Miflak^  AaVe 
been  made  about  them,  and  becaufe  withoot  having  a  rigHt 
Idea  of  them,  it  is  impoffibte  thb  Subje£l  fliouM  be  thoron^iy 
Ufiderftood. 

There  is  another  Ctrcmnftance  which  we  moft  not  |^ 
over  in  Silence,  and  it  is  this;  at  the  very  Time  the  KiAg  6£ 
Sardinia  conckded  this  Treaty,  he  was  offered  higher  Terms, 
in  refpe<a  to  his  private  Advantage,  by  the  Frgncb^tiA  Spaniards  % 
which  fbews  the  Imp^Nrtance  of  his  Friendship,  and  proves  the 
Reafonablenefs  of  granting  him  a  juft  Eqaivalent  for  the  et* 
traordinary  Expences  to  which  he  vi^as  put,  by  adh^ering  to 
this  Caufe.  There  were  however  fome  Difficulties  made  in 
the  Execution  of  this  Treaty,  but  they  were  at  laft  got  over, 
and  his  Sardimun  Majefty  reaped  the  Benefit  of  it  in  its  full 
Extent  during  the  War,  fo  hi  as  depended  upon  the  Queen 
of  Hungary.    . 

The  Ciun[«<gn  of  1744  afforded  new  Prodfeof  his  Sardinim 
Majjefty's  Abilities,  and  of  the  Significancy  of  his  Friendftiipf. 
In  the  very  Beginning  of  the  Year,  the  Spanijh  and  French 
Army,  commanded  by  the  Infent  Don  Philip  and  the  Prince 
of  Ccnti,  aflembled  on  the  Frontiers,  and  as  foon  as  the  Seafoh 
would  permit  paffcd  the  Farrj  and  took  Poffeflion  of  the 
Town  of  Nice  upon  the  firft  of  jlpriL  His  Sardinian  Majcfly's 
Forces,  under  the  Command  of  the  Marquis  de  Suza^  re- 
mained in  the  Retrcochznenta  thrown  up  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood 
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hooi  of  M$ntalhanf  inhere  on  the  twcntv-fecoild  of  the  Cut* 
Month  the  Enemy  attacked  them,  and  bought  at  a  very  dear 
Rate  {viz.  the  Lom  of  fix  thodand  Men,  exdufive  of  Officers} 
a  very  (caaSi  Advantage. 

But  however,  this  enabled  diem  to  penetrate  into  Piedmont^ 
and  to  lay  all  the  Country  wafte  in  their  Paflage  ;  and  yet 
tbey  found  fo  many  Difficulties  in  this  Expedition,  that  when 
they  feemed  to  have  in  a  manner  accomplifhed  it,  they  were 

gid  to  abandon  all  they  had  taken  rather  than  venture  a 
ttle ;  and  turning  oiF  into  the  Fnnch  Territories,  took  the 
Rout  of  Chateau  DaupbttUy  which  in  five  feveral  Attacks,  fi'om 
the  feventeenth  to  the  nineteenth  of  July^  th^  could  hardly 
mafter  ;  after  which,  however,  they  reduced  Demmt,  and  (o 
forced  a  Paflage  on  that  Side  into  Piedmont^  in  which  Coun- 
try,  when  once  they  came  into  it,  they  lived  with  all  the  Hu- 
manity and  Politenels  of  Tartars. 

As  late  as  it  was  in  the  Year,  they  befieged  the  Fortrefs  of 
Com^  in  which  there  was  a  fmaJl  Garrifon  commanded  by 
Baron  Lnctrumy  who  notwithfbmding  defended  it  with  the 
utmoft  Resolution,  and  interrupted  the  rrogrefs  of  the  Befiegers 
by  fuch  well-timed  and  fucb  well^concerted  Sallies,  as  gave 
the  King  his  Mafter  leifure  to  come  to  his  Relief,  which  he 
attempted  the  thirtieth  of  September^  with  great  Intrepidity,  at- 
tacking die  Spaniards  and  French  in  their  Lines,  which  how- 
ever were  fo  well  defended,  that  he  retired  widi  fome  Lois, 
but  not  without  finding  an  Opportunity  of  letting  the  Gover- 
nor know,  that  he  woiud  very  foon  adventure  another  Engage- 
ment ;  for  which  however  there  was  no  Occafion,  fmce  the 
French  after  a  general  Storm,  in  which  thev  loft  near  three  thou- 
£uid  Men,  found  themfelvea  in  no  Condition  to  carry  on  the 
Siegp,  and  therefore  raifed  it  on  the  nineteenth  of  OSfober 
following,  burying  at  their  Departure  manv  Pieces  of  Cannon, 
and  fufFering  in  their  Retreat  to  fuch  a  Degiee,  that  not  one 
half  of  their  Army  returned  into  Frana. 

In  1745,  the  opanijh  znA  French  Coyjots  having  concerted 
Meafures  with  the  Republick  of  Ginoa^  made  very  little  doubt 
of  overpowering  the  King  of  Sardinia^  more  cfpecially  as  they 
were  certain  that  the  Prujfians  would  employ  the  whole  Forces 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  Ggrmany ;  neither  at  the  Begin- 
ning was  it  at  all  unlikely  that  they  (hould  have  fuccecded  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  Wiihes,  fmce  they  had  by  a  vaft  Superiority, 
penetrated  through  the  Dominions  of  the  Republick  as  they  pro- 
Dofed,  united  all  their  Forces,  which  hitherto  they  never 
bad   been  able  to  effed,  and  having  received  their  Auxiliaries 

and' 
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and  a  Train  of  Artillery  from  GeMOy  h^n  to  attack  tlie  moft 
confiderable  Places  in  his  Sardinian  Majdfty's  Dominions^  fuch 
as  Tartona^  Alexandria^  &r.  which  were  fo  well  defended,  diat 
before  they  could  be  reduced,  the  Army  of  the  two  Crowns 
was  leflened  by  a  full  Third.  All  this  Time  the  Aufiriam 
were  a£Ung  upon  the  Defenfive,  Things,  had  taken  a  very  bad 
Turn  in  Germany^  and  the  Rebellion  was  at  its  greatefi  Heig^ 
here. 

In  fuch  Circumftances,  and  after  a  Battle  which  brought 
their  Forces  within  Sight  of  Turing  tlie  Frmcb  fet  on  foot  a 
new  Negotiation  with  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  in  the  Coude  of 
which  they  made  him  greater  Promifes  than  ever,  and  at  hSt 
oflFered  him  his  own  Terms ;  but  the  King  remained  firm  to 
his  Engagements,  and  difcovered  the  fame  Adivity,  Dilieenoe^ 
and  Spirit,  as  in  the  former  Campaigns.  In  this  he  followed, 
his  Father's  Example,  and  fhewed  that  while  his  Allies  kept 
the  Terms  flipulated  with  him,  he  was  incapable  of  fetting  on 
foot  a  feparate  Treaty,  and  thereby  making;  himfelf  eafy  at 
their  Expence,  though  he  might  Have  pleaied  NeceiSty  with 
^  great  a  Colour  as  anv  Prince  ever  did  or  could  But  all  the 
ufe  he  made  of  this  Conjunflure  was  to  fet  a  good  Exam{4e^ 
^  to  fhew  that  Alliances  deliberately  made,  were  to  be  xeU* 
gioufly  kept 

Jn  the  Spring  of  the  fucceeding  Year,  when  the  Clncum-  • 
fiances  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  allowed  her  to  reinforce  her 
Annies  in  Italy y  his  Majefly  very  early  exerted  himfelf,  and  by 
^  moft  furprizing  Stroke  of  military  Courage  and  Condu^ 
drove  the  French  out  of  mofl  of  the  Places  they  had  taken  in  hk 
Territories,  and  afterwards  joining  the  Aujhian  Army,  ihut 
them  up  in  the  City  of  Placentia-  This  brought  on  the  famous 
Battle  of  Rottoffredo^  in  which  they  opened  a  Paflage  for  a 
Flight  out  of  Italy ^  abandoning  Genoa  to  the  Refentment  of  her 
Enemies,  and  retiring  with  Precipitation  into  Prance^  whither 
they  were  foon  after  followed  by  the  Allies. 

His  Sardinian  Maj^efly  took  this  Opportunity,  and  availim 
himfelf  of  his  good  Fortune,  reduced  Savona  and  Finals  which 
remained  in' his  PofTeifion  to  the  clofe  of  the  War.     Thefe 

florious  and  ipconteftable  Proofs  of  his  Wifdom,  Valour  and 
rpbity^  received  the  next  Year  a  noble  Addition,  by  the  sir 
moft  incredible  Viiftory  gained  at  Exittes^  by  which  the  beflr 
lai^  Plan  the  French  and  Spanijb  Generals  ever  form'd,  was  en- 
tirely difconcerted,  and  the  Flames  of  War  hindered  from  ipread- 
ing  again  into  the  Heart  of  Italy, 

The 
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The  <Kffcrcnt  Ancmpts  that  wercmade  fer  reducing  the  City 
cf  Genera  ^fter  its  Revolt,  had  all  the  Afliftance  and  Countenance 
given  them  by  this  Monarch  that  could  be  expeftcd,  confiftcnt 
with  his  Safety,  tha'  he  had  many  Reafons  to  be  difpleafed 
with  the  Ufage  he  met  with  rn  the  original  Capitulation. 
,  Yet  Surnuies  there  werc^  as  if  fomewhat  of  Inditf^^rence  had 
appeared  in  his  Conduft  in  this  Point,  which  if  true,  muft 
have  been  prejudicial  to  the,  common  Caufe.  We  are  not, 
however,  o*hIiged  to  credit  any  fuch  Story,  without  the  flighteft 
Dtgree  of  Evidence,  more  cfjpecially  when  it  is  remembered,  that 
kil  "S/nrdinian  Majefty  defired  to  have  a  military  Minifter  con- 
ftantly  refldent  in  his  Court  during  the  War  on  the  Part  of  the 
Crown  cS  Great  Britain,  who  might  affift  in  Councils,  and  fee 
the  Corps  that  were  employed  every  Campaign,  that  it  might 
appear  he  fulfilled  in.  every  Refpeft  tBe  Terms  ftipulated  on 
his  Part,  by  the  Treaty  of  Sxibfidy ;  which.  Puniluality  his 
M^efl^  confidtred  as  the  moft  efficacious  Means  for  prefervtng 
the  Fricndfliip  of  Great  Britain,  even  when  the  War  flbould 
be  at  an  End  i  and  in  dii3  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  find 
his- Account. 

In  the  Negotiation  carried  on  at  jttx  la  ChapeUe,  for  the  de- 
finitive TVeaty  of  Peace,  his  Majefty  employed  ^c  Chevalier 
i'OJforioy  and, the  Count  dela  Chavannes,  By  the  fixth  Article 
of 'thp  Treaty  concluded  there,  he  was  obliged  to  reftore  to 
the&iepublidc  of  Gjenoa^  and  to^  the  Dhke  ot  M^ena,  what- 
ever had  been  taken  from  them  j  fo  that  by  this  Kfcans  he 
loft  both  Savona  and  Final,  and  confequentty  all  that  had  been 
ftipulated  in  his  Favour  by  tlie  Treaty  ov  Worms,  as  to  the 
laft  mentioned  Place ;  but  by-  the  fame  Article  the  Duchy  of 
&a*ooyy  and  the  County  of  Wue,  were  reftorcd  to  him  by  the 
Htniie  of  Bourhm:  By  the  feventh  Artrcle  he  made  a  foletnn 
Refignation  of  that  Part  of  the  Duchy  of  Placentia,  which  had* 
been  yielded  to  him  by  the  Emprefs  Qyeen,  by  the  Treaty 
beforementioned.  But  oy  the  twelfth  Article,  the  Pofleffion  of 
all 'his  former.  Acquifitions,  as  well  as  tbofe  that  were  left  to 
him  in.  Confeqyence  of  the  Treaty  of  IVorms,  were  recog*' 
nizfid  and  ftcured,  and  he  likewife  obtained  the  general  Gua*^ 
rantee  cftabliflied  by  that  Treaty  for  thofe  Provinces,  as  wdl 
as  for  all  the  reft  of  his  Dominions  wherever  fituated)  or  iir 
what  manner  foever  acquired; 

We  well  now  take  a  fliort  Survey  of  the  Territories  of'  this 
Monarch,  as  they  ftand  ftnce  the  Condufion  of  the  Peaoct 
diftinguifhing  the  modern  Acquifitions  ftx)m  the  bereditaiy. 
Eftatie^  defcendcd  from  his  Anceftors.    The  Ifland  of  Sardinia 

is. 
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h^  next  to  Siafy^  the  laigeft  in  the  M^i^fPTi^^mA  h  Is  about 
forty-five  Leagues  in  lengthy  aa4  twenty  \n  hx^ii^  h9»  fe- 
veral  good  Ports  and  large  To]i^n^  very  poputoi^  fpr  ii4.  §190^ 
though  the  Air  is  reputed  not  v^ry  wMciopafc  to  S|rjM>g9lv»  * 
It  produces  a  coarfe  ftrong  Wine,  and  a  CQi)i|d<^^e;.(^anr- 
tity  of  Oil,  but  the  Staple  CommpdiQr  is  Corn^  of  .yp^ic|>  in  .2 
very  plentiful  Year  thpre  has  been  es^ported  to  the.V^UA  Of  two 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling.  Thp  Pepple  are.  rough  and 
unpolifhedi  live  in  a  kind  of  barjbarous  Plenty^  which  a&rd- 
ing  them  much  Meat  and  little  La|3our,  th^y  look  uppn  their 
own  liland,  as  a  Paradife,  put  of  wbfch  th^y  are.  drai^n  widt 
great  Relu<Shncy.  We  have  ihe^YP  th^t  th^  late  King  f{i00r 
Afnadeuf  was  obliged  to  accq>t this  Ifland  inftead  of  Sicifyi  2nd  as 
it  is  now  managed,  it  affords  a  tolerable  Stey^niic;,  more  efpe*  . 
cially  when  the  King's  Circumii^^es  p^mit  him.  to  reoBtVe 
it  in  Corn.  r 

The  Duqhy  of  Sav^  is  a  large  but  very  far  frooi.  a  fruitful 
Country  ;  however^  the  inhabitants  are  a  hgrdy  and.  laborious 
People,  and  by  their  Induilry  fubfift  toleral>ly  .wdlt  The  Prin-  • 
cijpali^  of  PifdmorU  is  a  very  li»rgc^  syid  the  heft.  Part  of  it  a 
very  fertile  a^n^  wejl-cultiya^  Country,  much  left  expofed 
than  Savoj^  oi)  Account  of  the  di£^ult  Entr^oesinlo  it,  very 
ftrong  by  Nature,  and  moft  of  them  well  fortified  hj  Art. 
Turing  which  is  the  royal  Refidence,  is  a  very  large ^nn  beau* 
tiful  City,  (landing  09  the  R^ver.  Ps,  and.  admirably  well 
fortified.  The  County,  of,  Nice  is  lefe  fruitfuU  hwt  of -.mat 
Importance,  at  it  is,  almpft  the  only  p^rt  of  the  ;  King's  jDo*^ 
minions  on,  the  Continent,  which  lies  upon  the  Sea.  Thele 
Countries  are  the  ancient  Patrimpny  of  his  Majefty's  F^umly, 
but  the  Additions  made  to  then)  are  very  con&ierablc.  The 
Mojiiferrat  is  a  Duchy  that  was  formerly  annexed  to  that  of 
Mantua^  but  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  had  an  old  Claim  to  it,  which 
was  revived  when  the  laft  Duke  of  Mantua  was  put  under  the 
Ban  of  the  Empire  in  1708,  when  the  prefent  Kingsif  Sardvtu^s 
Father  obtaitied  the  Invefliture  of  it  from  the  Emperor,  which 
was  confirmed  to  him  by  tbe  Peace  of  Utrecht,  The  Diilri£b 
which  from  time  to  time  have  been  acquired  at  the  Expience  of 
the  Duchy  of  Milan^  have  augmented  verv  considerably  both 
the  Power  and  R^enue  of  his  Harctiman  Majefty,  and  have  alfe 
extended  his  Influence  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  make  his  Friend* 
ihip  very  eiTential  to  the  Safety  of  all  his  Neighbours ;  fo  that  he 
is  juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  moil  confiderable  Potentates  in 
Jiafyy  exdufive  of  his  Expectancies,  which  if  any  of  his  Fa* 
milyfhould  comet9  enjoy,  would  lender  them  i>ne  of  the  moft 
confiderable  Powers  in  Europe. 

The 
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The  Comnterce  of  thcic  0)untries  was  heretofore  Co  very  iff* 
confiderable  a»to  be  fcarce  worthy  of  Notice,  but  by  Degrees^ 
asd  under  thetwolaft  Reigns  more  efpecidly.  Things  have 
kett  very  much  changed.  ,  The  Staple  Commodity  of  Pied-* 
matt  is  a  kind  of  Silk  indlfpenfably  neceflary  in  many  Manu- 
fin&ixes,  and  his  Sardinian  Majeiry  has  put  this  under  fuch 
K^ljtdations  as  nKike  it  rife  to  the  hi^eft  Amountpoffible.  The 
Mav^ationof  the  P&  enables  the  Inhabitants  of  Turin^  ^and  the 
ateccnt  Country,  to  carry  on  a  confiderable  Trade  to  Venice^ 
Ifiereisa  lltde  (and  but  a  little)  Tiaffick  ftirring  at  Alexan^ 
iriazxA  ViUafranca^  Befides  all  thefe,  his  &ardimm  Majefiy 
fas  gradually  and  ftlently  poilefied  himfelf  of  all  the  Pamges 
\j  which  the  inland  Trade  is  carried  on  between  frame  and 
mitf^  and  having  it  by  this  Means  in  his  Power  to  lay  what 
Deities  he  thinks  proper^  derives  from  thence  an  additional  Re- 
/  venro^  which  is  not  only  of  great  Confequence  in  itfelf>  but 
Aemore  fo  by  keeping  the  neighbouring  States  in  a  kind  of  De* 
fcndence,  through  Fear  of  the  Injuries  he  might  otherwife  da 
she  OouMnerce  of  their  Subje£b» 

This  Accountt  conciie  as  it  is,  fufficiently  demonftrates  the 
Pcvwer  of  his  Sardinian  Majefly,  and  the  Truth  of  what  we. 
at  fiifL  laid  down,  that,  it  is  both  natural  and  expedient  the 
Ballancc  of  Italy  (hould  be  held  by  him.  His  Interefb  feem 
i»  <&e(^y  the  Simation  of  his  Country  demands,  and  even 
wtfaoutthe  leaft  Su^icion  of  Flattery,  we  may  add,  the  Con- 
daft  of  the  prefent  King  deferves  it.  Wliatever  Addition  of 
Territory  he  receives  from  any  Quarter,  is  not  more  an  Ac- 
€|CEifition  to  him,  than  to  the  common  Caufe  ;  and  we  have 
Keafbn  to  wifh  bis  Power  increafed,  becaufe  we  fee  the  whole 
cf  bis  Powes:  has  been  exerted  for  the  nobleil  Purpofcs,  in  pre- 
Ibiving  the  Freedom  and  Independency  of  Itafy^  which  without 
C^eftion  will  be  always  at  his  Heart,  and  in  his  Eye. 

The  Doubts  and  Sufpicions  which  weak  and  narrow  Minds 
lave  been,  at  certain  Seafons,  too  apt  to  fuggeft  with  Refe- 
lence  to  this  great  Prince's  Condud,  are  in  Reality  as  idle  and 
iinprobable,  as  they  are  falfe  and  groundlefs  ;  becaufe  it  is 
impoffible  that  the  Houfe  of  B^url/on&ovld  ever  give  him  any 
Security  for  the  Performance  of  the  Promifes  they  may  be  in- 
duced to  make  him.  A  little  Confideration  will  fct  this  in  the 
firongeft  Point  of  Li|ht.  The  Offers  they  made  him  have 
been  almoil  without  Limits,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
fhews  his  Importance,  muft  convince  him,  that  unlcfs  they 
had  mighty  Views  for  their  own  Advantage  they  would  never 
make  them.    But  what  are  tbefe  Views  i   The  eftablifhin^  a 

f  fupenor 


[401] 

fuperipr  Power  in  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  in  liiily.  .If  we  put  this 
into  other  Words,  it  means  neither  more  nor  le{s  than  propofing 
to  give  him  a  \la{ler ;  which  is  fuch  a  Propofition,  as  no 
O^rs  whatever  can  tempt  a  wife  and  brave  Prince  to  liften  to 
with  the  laft  Attention . 

It  was  to  avoid  this,  that  in  the  earlieft  Part  of  his  Reigit 
he  entered  into  an  Alliance  with  thofe  very  Powers,  which 
gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  knowing  their  Maxims  fo  well, 
while  they  profefTed  themfelves  his  Friends,  that  it  is  the 
greateft  Abfurdity  to  fuppofe  he  can  ever  be  brought  to  truft 
them,  after  having  bad  them  fo  long,  and  to  fuch  a  Degree^ 
his  Enemies.  It  was  to  prevent  his  having  a  Mafter,  that 
he  engaged  in  the  late  War,  and  nm  fo  many  rifques  in  the 
Courfe  of  it.  This  was  manifeftly  the  Bafis  of  the  Treaty  of 
Wormsy  the  whole  Scope  of  which  was  to  render  him  inde- 
pendent, and  to  give  him  the  Power  of  fupporting  that  Inde* 
pendency. 

To  depart  therefore  from  this  Plan,  for  the  Sake  of  any  thing 
that  could  be  offered  by  the  Spaniards  and  Frtnd)^  would  be 
fuch  a  manifeft  Sacrifice  of  the  Subflance  to  the  Sbadaw,  that 
confidering  the  Knowledge  we  have  of  his  Sardinian  Majeftv's. 
Charader,  ought  never  to  be  fufpe£bd.  The  finalleft  DiftriA 
granted  him  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary ^  under  the  Guarantee 
of  his  other  Allies,  is  of  more  real  Coi^equence  to  him,  than 
half  the  Duchy  of  Adilan  given  him  by  the  Houfe  oiBourtonj 
admitting  they  ihould  have  it  in  their  Power  to  give  it ;  be* 
caufe  they  can  never  have  this  Power,  without  luving  at  the 
iame  time  the  Power  of  taking  it  again,  which  would  not  only 
render  the  PofTeflion  of  that,  but  of  all  his  other  Dominions, 
precarious. 

It  is  very  apparent,  that  even  as  Things  ftand  now,  the 
Territories  of  this  Monarch  arc  very  far  from  being. exten* 
five  ;  but  it  muilbe  allowed  that  they  are  very  populous,  and 
the  People  of  Savoy^  and  of  the  Valleys,  are  lUturaUy  martial ; 
fo  that  under  thefe  two  laft  Reigns  a  very  confiderable  Army 
of  regular  Troops  has  been  conftantly  kept  up,  and  the  King 
can  never  be  at  a  Lofs  to  bring  forty  or  fikj  thouland  Men 
into  the  Field,  when  Occafion  requires  it.  This  Force  is 
indeed  nothing  in  Comparifbn  of  that  of  Franco  and  Stain  $ 
but  it  will  appear  very  confiderable,  when  compared  with  the 
Strength  of  other  Italian  Princes.  Befides  this,  the  Fortrefles 
of  Piedmont  are  in  fo  good  Order,  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty  , 
can  always  make  a  St^  till  he  is  fupported  by  the  Juftrians^ 
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which  he  muft  be  (b  long  as  they  defire  to  preferve  their  Do- 
minions in  Italy, 

Upon  thelis  Principles  therefore  we  may  fafely  lay  it  down, 
that  though  his  Revenue  is  not  lb  large  as  that  of  the  Great 
Duke,  yet  he  is  one  of  the  ereateft  Powers  in  Italy^t  and  is 
juftly  efteemed  fo  by  his.Neigroours,  his  Allies,  and  bis  Ene- 
mies. His  Claim  upon  the  City  of  G^tteua,  and  the  Attempts 
made  by  fome  of  his  Predeceflbrs  to  becomp  Mafters  of  it, 
.will  be  hardly  ever  forgot  by  that  little  Republick,  which  how- 
ever is  fufiiciently  covered  from  either  his  Ambition,  or  his 
Refentment)  by  its  ftriA  League  with  the  Stuifs  Cantons,  as 
well  as  by  die  rrote&ion  it  ma:y  always  expedi  from  the  French 
Growii. 

The  Pretetifions  he  inherits  from  his  Anceftors  to  feveral 
Places  poflefled  by  the  Republick  of  Genoa^  will  probably  hin- 
der him,  at  leaft  for  fome  Years,  from  living  in  any  flri<^  De* 
gree  of  Harmony  with  that  Commonwealth,  which  is  naturally 
jealous  of  him,  and  will  probably  continue  fo ;  though  if  they 
knew  their  own  Intereft,  they  would  certainly  compromife  their 
Differences  with  this  Prince,  which  would  be  a  Thing  of  sreat 
Confequence  to  both.  His  taking  the  Title  of  K  ing  otCy- 
frus,  and  fome  other  Citcumllances,  has  created  a  Coldneis  be- 
tween this  Monarch  and  the  Republick  of  Venice^  though  it  is 
osrtaiBly  lor  their  mutual  Good  to  forget  old  Injuries,  and  to 
alBft  each  othen 

There  have  been  formerly  high  Difputes  between  bis  Ma« 
jefty's  Predeceflbrs  and  the  Pope,  which  have  been  renewed 
lo  the  laft,  and  even  in  the  prefent  Reign,  but  they  feem 
BOW  busied  in  Oblivion,  as  they  ought  to  be,  confidering  that 
his  Holinefs  muft  be  long  ago  convinced  bv  Experience  that 
the  Thunder  of  the  Vatican  has  loft  its  l^fficacy,  and  Ex- 
communications will  do  very  little,  either  with  this  Prince  or 
his  Subjects ;  a(id  as  to  the  temporal  Power  of  the  Pope,  it 
is  not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  the  Sardinian  Mo- 
narch. 

The  Territories  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilusy  if  we  con- 
fider  him  only  in  the  Light  c^  an  Italian  Potentate,  lie  at  too 
great  a  Diftance  to  create  any  Differences  between  them; 
but  confidered  as  a  Prince  of  the  Hoyfe  of  Bcurhon^  the  King 
of  Sardinia  cannot  but  be  jealous  of  any  Augmentation  of  his 
Power.  But  to  fay  the  Truth,  the  great  Point  which  this 
Monarch  muft  always  keep  in  View,  is  the  ballancin^  the 
Power  of  that  Houfe  and  the  Houle  of  Aujlria'^  to  the  latter 
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of  which,  notwithftanding  bis  near  Relation  in  Blood  to  the 
former,  it  is  more  natural  for  him  to  adhere. 

As  Things  ftand  at  prefent,  it  is  far  from  being  probable 
that  the  Court  of  Vienna  will  incline  to  Meafures  that  may 
juftly  provoke  a  Prince,  to  whom  Ihe  has  fo  many  Obliga- 
tions, for  whofe  AfEftance  (he  muft  fo  often  have  Occafion  j 
and  who  in  that  Cafe,  would  eafily  find  Refources  fufEcient 
to  defend  himfelf  againft  all  Attempts.  On  the  other  hand, 
while  from  a  due  Regard  to  their  refpeSive  Interefts,  a  good 
Correfpondence  is  kept  up  between  them,  the  Light  of  jEx- 
perience  plainly  (hews,  that  their  Enemies  will  find  it  very  hard 
to  make  any  Impreffion  upon  either  j  and  in  Procefs  of  Time 
it  is  highly  probable  that  fuch  Alterations  may  happen  in  Spain^ 
as  will  render  their  Capacity  of  defending  themfelves  ftill  greater 
than  they  are  at  prefent. 

But  with  refpeft  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  though  it  will 
be  always  decent  and  proper  for  his  Sardinian  M^jefly  to 
preferVe  for  it  a  juft  Meafure  of  Refpedb  and  Complaifance ; 
yet  as  his  Safety  muft  perpetually  depend  lipon  the  tireatnels 
of  his  own  Strength,  and  the  Limitation  of  their  Power,  ib 
it  can  never  become  cither  requifite  or  agreeable  to  him  to 
enter  into  any  clofe  Alliance  with  that  Family,  the  aggran- 
dizing of  which  muft  be  always.  If  not  at  his  Expence,  at 
the  rifque  of  his  Security.  There  are  alfo  good  Realbns  to 
believe,  that  France  will  not  eafily  be  drawn  to  quarrel  with  a 
Prince,  who  keeps  as  it  were  the  Gates  of  her  Dominions, 
and  who  may  be  juftly  ftiled  a  Terror  to  her,  while  ihe  is 
fo  to  all  the  reft  of  her  Neighbours ;  for,  without  doubt,  if 
the  King  of  Sardinia  were  thoroughly  provoked,  and  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  at  full  Liberty  to  fupport  him,  he  might 
carry  his  Arms  either  into  Dauphiny  or  Provemej  or  perhaps 
into  both  at  the  fame  time,  more  eificacioufly  than  in  the  laft, 
or  the  preceding  War  j  iivboth  which,  however.  Irruptions  on 
this  Side  have  brought  the  French  Monarchy  into  Circumftances 
of  very  great  Diftrefs. 

As  for  the  Maritime  Powers,  they  are,  though  at  a  Diftance, 
the  natural  and  conftant  Allies  of  the  Monarch  of  whom  we 
are  fpcaking;  becaufe  their  Interefts  and  his  are  the  (kme: 
And  if  a  good  Port  could  be  made  in  the  County  of  Nice 
capable  of  admitting  Men  of  War,  he  would  be  quickly  able 
not  only  to  maintain  his  own  Freedom,  but  alfo  to  proted 
the  Liberty  and  Independency  of  Italy  againft  all  Invaders :  And 
though  he  would  not  be  even  then  in  a  Capacity  of  giving  Law 
to  others, 
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If  once  the  Affairs  of  this  Part  of  the  World  were  put  into 
fuch  .a  Situation,  the  Benefits  refulting  to  the  People  there, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  reft  of  Europe^  would  be  fo  great  and  To 
evident,  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty  would  have  no  room  to 
apprehend  any  new  Confederacy  formed  s^infl:  him,  fince  his 
Neighbours  would  be  theh  as  willing  to  defend  that  Syftem,  as 
for  want  of  confidering  it  properly,  they  formerly  feemed  averie 
to  receive  it.  • 

,  We  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Article,  becaufe,  with 
refpeft  to  the  Britijh  Nation,  there  is  no  Power  in  Italy  with 
the.  Strength  and  State  of  which  it  imports  us  fo  much  to  be 
well  acquainted  as  the  Crown  of  Sardinia.  Befides,  from  the 
manner  in  which  we  have  treated  this  Point,  manv  Things 
have  been  (aid  which  relate  to  the  general  Intereft  of  that  Coun- 
try, as  well  as  to  the  particular  Concerns  'of  fevcral  of  the  Ita- 
Can  Powers,  which  confequently  we  fliall  be  under  no  Ne- 
ceiSty  of  repeating  again.  But  there  is  one  thing  very  re- 
quifite  to  be  obferved  before  we  conclude,  which  is  this,  that 
nothing  can  be  of  greater  Importance  to  the  Trade  of  this 
Nation,  than  the  preferving  the  Ballance  in  Itafy^  which,  if 
loft,  muft  neceflarily  throw  all  that  valuable  Branch  of  Com- 
merce *in  which  we  have  prefent  fo  large  a  Share,  and  from 
which  wt  dei-ive  annually  a  cOnCderaWe  Profit,  into  other 
Hands,  and  which  is  worlr  of  all,  ihto  the  Hands  of  the  French  ^ 
a  Thing  againft  whidh  we  have  as  much  Reafon  to  guard  as  a 
trading  Nation,  as  the  King  of  Sardinia  himfelf  has  Caufe  to 
oppofe,  as  far  as  poffible,  the  Growth  of  the  Fr/';7f A  Power,  out 
of  regard  to  his  own  Safet}'.  This  fufficiently  fhews,  that  our 
Intercfts  are  reallv  mutual,  and  that  there  is  nothing  of  political 
Art  in  what  we  nave  been  told,  of  the  Expediency  of  Support- 
ing this  Monarch  againft  all  hts  Enemies,  though  at  a  large 
Expence  to  ourfclves. 
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SECT.     11. 

^be  Prefent  State  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Austria  in  Italy. 

THE  great  Point  which  the  Maritime  Powers  had  in  View 
at  the  Deaih  of  Charles  II.  King  of  Spaiuj  the  laft  Heir- 
Male  of  the  eldeft  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  was  to  divide 
his  Territories  in  fuch  a  manner  between  the  remaining  Part 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  the  Defcendents  of  the  Dauphin 
of  France^  as  might  preferve  the  Tranquility  of  Europe  at 
that  Time,  and  the  Ballance  of  Power  for  the  future.  It 
was  to  anfwer  this  End,  that  by  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
Baden,  all  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Italy  were  fecured  to  the 
Emperor  Charles  VL  and  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  all  the 
Negotiation^  founded  thereon,  were  built  upon  the  fame  Prin- 
ciple. 

By  this  Means  his  Imperial  Majefty  became  pofleflfed  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples '^nd  Sicily^  the  Duchy  of  J^tlan^  and  all 
its  Dependencies,  together  with  the  Duchy  of  Mantua^  which 
was  feized  upon  the  late  Duke  Charles  IV's  adhering  to  France 
in  the  preceding  War,  and  dying  in  Exile  at  Venice.  The 
Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia  were  yielded  to  him  by  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna^,  as  an'  Equivalent  for .  Naples  and  Sicily^ 
though  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  of  FiennOy  but  a  poor  one. 

The  noble  Duchy  of  A£lan^  which  has  been  defervcdly 
efteemed  one  of  the  nneft  Principalities  in  Europe^  is  above  two 
hundred  and  forty  Miles  in  Length,  and  eighty  in  Breadth.  It 
is  generally  divided,  together  with  the  Countries  annexed  to  it, 
into  thirteen  DiftriSs,  viz.  The  Milaneje  Proper.  The  Pa- 
vefe.  The  Lodefan,  The  Cremmefe.  The  Comafco.  The 
County  of  Angbiera.  The  Vallies  of  SeJJia^  The  Novare/e. 
7Tie  Vigtvanois.  The  Lomeline.  The  Alexandrin.  The  lor^ 
tonefe.  And  the  Territory  of  Behbio.  But  of  thefe  feveral  have 
been  ceded  to  the  King  of  Sardinia^  fome  by  the  Em- 
peror Charles  VI.  and  others  by  the  Emprefs  Queen  now 
reigning,  as  we  have  already  fhewn  in  another  Place ;  but 
notwithftanding  this,  what  remains  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria, 
may  be  ftill  confidered  as  one  of  the  faireft  and  iineft  Countries 
in  her  Poflcffion. 
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It  lies  in  a  moft  excellent  Climate,  and  is  bleft  with  as  fruit* 
ful  a  Soil  as  any  in  Europe^  watered  by  the  noble  Rivers  Poy 
Tejftfij  Addaj  and  Seffia^  beiides  the  famous  Lakes  of  Mag- 
ioriy  Lucanoj  and  Como^  But  to  come  to  the  moft  material 
bint,  the  Revenues  that  are  drawn  from  it  amount  to  at  leaft 
three  hundred  thpufand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,  bcfides  its 
furniihii^  Subfiftence  for  thirty  thouland  Man,  and  enabling 
the  Court  of  Vienna  to  provide  with  Governments  and  Pre- 
ferments, Ecclefiaftical,  Military,  and  Civil,  Numbers  of  her 
Dependents,  and  that  too,  which  is  no  very  eafy  Matter,  even 
to  the  Extent  of  their  Hopes  and  Wifhes, 

The  Ehichy  of  A/fantna  is  alfo  a  very  fine.Country,  about 
£fty  Miles  in  Length,  but  fo  unequal  in  Breadth,  that  the^re 
is  no  faying  any  thing  of  it  with  certainty.  The  Capital  is 
very  large^  and  withal  one  of  the  beft  Fortrcfies  in  Italyy  both 
by  Art  and  Nature ;  the  Country  abounds  in  Corn,  Fruit,  Flax, 
Silk,  and  Catde,  and  the  Revenue  is  ufually  computed  at  about 
a  fourth  Part  of  that  oi  Milan. 

At  the  Conclufion  of  thofe  Treaties  which  followed  the  long 
War  upon  Accoynt  of  the  Spanijb  Succeffion,  the  Emperor 
engaged  himfelf  to  give  the  Duke  of  Guajlalla  a  competent 
Satisra£Uon  for  his  Pretenfions  to  the  Duchy  of  Mantua^  which 
were  thought  to  be  pretty  well  founded,  but  what  that  Satif- 
fe£kion  amounted  to,  or  when  it  was  given,  no  Author  I  have 
ever  yet  met  with  mentions  \  but  this  is  very  certain,  that  when 
his  Serene  Highnefs  Jojeph  Maria  G^nzuigua^  Duke  of  Gua^ 
JtaUa^  died  in  1746  Without  IfTue  Male,  PofleOion  was  taken 
of  his  Dominions  on  Behalf  of  the  prefent  Emperor.  It  will  be 
very  proper  to  mention  here,  that  his  prefent  Imperial-  Mi^efty 
has  by  Defcent  a  better  1  itle  to  the  Succeffion  of  Guaflalla^ 
and  perhaps  I  ibouki  not  err,  if  I  faid  Mantua  too,  than  any 
other  Prince .  in  the  World  j  and  therefore  it  was  no  mor^ 
than  his  Right. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  conceive,  even  upon  this  flight  Survey,  of  how 
great  Importance  the  Italian  Dominions  were  to  the  Grandeur 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  how  much  Reafon  the  Emprefs 
Queen  had  to  take  every  Step  poffible  for  preferving  them  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  late  Wer,  fmce  at  that  Time,  and  in 
the  Courfe  of  it,  they  confifted  of  five  fine  Duchies,  wz, 
Milan^  Mahtua^  GuafiaUaj  Parma.,  and  Placentia^  yielding  a 
clear  Revenue,  if  they  could  have  been  kept,  of  very  little  lefi 
than  fix  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  befides  accidental 
Advantages,  and  tlie  great  Conveniency. of  providing  the  Princes 
and  Princcfles,  or  as  th^y  are  ftilcd  at  Vienna^  the  Archdukes  and 
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Archduchefles  r>f  that  auguft  Line,  with  Goverhiiients,  in  which 
they  might  have  refided  with  Dignity  and  Magnificence,  little 
inferior  to  that  of  fovereign  Princes.  It  is  true,  that  in  order 
to  be  in  a  Condition  to  defepd  thefe  Dominions,  it  was 
neceilarv  to  make  confiderable  Ceffions  to  the  King  of  Sar- 
dima  \  but  then  it  is  likewife  true,  that  by  making  thefe  Cef- 
fions,  thofe  Dominions  were  anShially  preferved  ;  and  after  a 
bloody  and  expenfive  War  of  feveral  Years  Continuance,  there 
was  not  a  Foot  of  them  loft,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  whole 
Duchy  of  Modina  and  its  Dependencies,  together  with  a  Part 
of  the  Territories  of  the  Republick  of  Gema^  were  adually 
conquered,  and  remained  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Empreft 
Queen  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  at  the  Condufion  of  the 
Peace. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Atx  la  Chabelky  a  provifional  EftabKfliment 
was  made  for  the  Royal  Infant  Don  Philips  which  fwallowcd  up 
the  Ducnies  of  Parma^  Plaetntia^  and  GuaJitMa^  and  confe- 

iuently  reduced  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  to  the 
)uches  of  Mantua  and  Milan  onlv ;  and  the  latter  of  thefe 
feverely  difmembred.  Yet  notwithftanding  thefe  Misfortunes, 
the  Territories  ftill  preferved  are  very  confiderable,  more  efpeci- 
ally  if  we  confider  two  Advantages  with  which  they  are  attended  % 
the  firft  is,  that  they  are  capable  of  maintaining  a  Force  fufficient 
for  their  own  Defence ;  and  next,  that  upon  any  Emergency, 
the  Court  of  Vienna  can  pour  what  Reinforcement  the  pleates 
into  the  Duchies  through  the  TyrdUft ;  fo  that  notwitfaftandinff 
the  Power  and  the  Ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  BourboH^  there  » 
good  Reafbn  to  hope  that  thefe  Countries,  \ti  the  Condition  > 
they  now  are,  will  remain  in  the  peaceable  Pofleffion  of  their 
auguft  Sovereign,  not  only  from  the  Force  of  the  general 
Guaranty  contained  in  that  Treaty,  but  from  the  Intereft  of 
the  other  Powers  in  Jtaly^  to  preferve  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  in 
its  prefent  Condition,  as  a  Point  eflentially  neceflary  to  the 
fiallance. 

There  has  been,  ever  fince  the  Conclufion  of  that  fiunoue 
-  Treaty,  a  Rumour  of  a  Congrefs  to  be  held  for  compofing 
amicably  the  difcordant  Interefts  in  Italy  ;  for  whatever  the 
Treaty  of  Aix  la  ChapeUe  might  be,  with  refpe£l  to  the  other 
Parts  of  Europe^  it  was  very  far  from  being  definitive  here, 
iince  it  has  left  Things  in  fuch  a  Situation  as  it  is  impoffible 
they  ihould  continue  long.  But  then  this  Dcfe<9:  is  attended  with 
a  Circumftance,  whether  owing  to  the  Penetration  of  thofe 
able  Politicians  who  negotiated  it  or  not,  we  will  not  pre- 
fume  to  determine,  which  in  a  good  meafure  ballances  that 
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Defe£^.  That  Circumftance  is  this  ;  alli  the  Potentates  whole 
Interefts  were  regulated  by  that  Treaty,  are  equally  diiTatisfied 
and  diftrefled,  which  will  probably  have  this  good  Confequence, 
that  they  will  concur  in  making  fuch  Alterations  for  their  mutual 
Convenience,  as  may  procure  a  definitive  Eftablifliment  of  their 
refpedive  Territories  for  the  reciprocal  Benefits  of  the  feveral 
Parties.  Something  of  this  fort  has  been  long  in  Agitation  i  and 
when  by  fecret  and  filent  Negotiations,  the  principal  Points  are 
fettled,  it  is  thought  that  a  Congrefi  will  be  held  at  Pi/akfr  ad* 
jufting  lefier  Matters,  and  putting  all  Things  into  form.  When 
this  is  over,  and  not  till  then,  we  ihall  have  a  dear  and  diftinft 
View  of  the  Diftributioft  of  Power  in  this  Part  of  the  World, 
and  therefore  what  has  been  already  faid,  and  wh^t  we  have 
farther  to  fay,  muft  ren^un  fubje(3  to  the  Confequences  that  may 
refult  from  any  Exchanges  or  Alterations  which  ihall  be  then 
made. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  certainly  the  Intereft  oftheHoufe 
of  Auftricy  with  refpeft  to  her  Dominions  in  Italy-i  to  preferve 
a  ftri^l  Friendfliip  with  the  King  of  ^ardinia^  ai>d  a  fair  and 
equal  Behaviour  towards  all  her  Neighbours.  This  would  have 
been  at  all  Times  exceeding  proper  and  advantageous,  but  at 
prefent  it  is  indifpenfably  neceffary.  For  though  it  may  feem  a 
Paradox  to  maintain,  yet  in  Time  it  will  be  found  a  political 
Truth,  that  the  Lois  of  Pwjit  in  hafy  may  prove  the  Means  of 
augmenting  the  Infiu^nce  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftrla*  A  moderate, 
firm,  and  juft  Conduft,  will  not  only  ^excite  Veneration  and 
Efteem,  but  will  by  Degrees  beget  Confidence  and  a  ftrong 
Attachment,  fince  now  all  jealous  Apprehenfions  are  removed, 
and  the  ProtedHon  of  that  Power  may  be  fought  without 
any  Fears  that  this  may  give  Occafion  to  dangerous.  In- 
croachments,  ^  * 

Whenever  this  fhaTl  be  brought  about,  it  will  promote  a 
iincere  and  an  extenfive  Union,  founded  upon  a  mutual  Re- 
fpedt,  and  a  Concurrence  of  natural  Interefts,  which  will  af- 
ford a  much  higher  and  more  effedlual  Security  than  any 
diffant  Guarantees.  It  may  poffibly  be  fuggefted,  that  this 
being  the  Conjefturc  only  of  a  private  Perfon,  cannot  de^ 
ferye  much  Regard.  But  if  this  ConjtiShire  be  founded  in 
the  Nature  of  Things,  and  arifcs  from  a  ferious  Contem- 
plation of  Fa6ls  that  cannot  be  dented,  it  may  be Juftificd 
by  Confequences  let  it  be  whofe  Conjecture  it  will.  For  after 
all,  it  will  be  found  that  private  Speculatifts  in  Politicks  have 
feen  as  far  into  future  Events  as  more  elevated  Politicians ; 
for  being  neither  blinded  by  their  Paffions,  nor  mifled  by  falfc 
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Lights,  they  derive  as  many  Advantages  from  thence  as  great 
Statefmcn  do  from  their  private  Intelligence ;  fincc  Negotiations 
and  Intrigues,  howfoevcr  fo  well  contrived,  or  how  fccretly 
foever  managed,  rarely  reach  the  Ends  pmpofcd  by  them,  but 
are  counter-a6ted  by  Circumftances  negleftcd  or  overlooked  by 
their  Authors  ;  and  yet  obvious  enough  to  thofe  who  content 
thcmfdves  with  ftudying  things,  inucad  of  liftcning  to  the 
H-ojefts  of  Men. 

There  was  great  Reafoh  to  hope,  and  the  Publication  of  this 
Edition  was  for  fome  time  deferred,  on  Account  of  that  Hope, 
that  by  a  Convention  lately  concluded,  as  it  is  faid,  between  the 
Courts  <5f  Vienna^  Madrid  and  Turin^  all  Difputes  were  fettled 
from  the  Princi()les  above  fuggefted  ;  but  notwithftanding  this 
is  ftill  affirmed  and  generally  believed,  yet  as  no  fuch  Convention 
has  appeared,  it  is  impoffible  to  ftate  the  Terras  or  to  give  any 
Opinion  about  it. 

SECT.     IIL 

A  concife  Account  of  the  Grand  Duchy  (^/^Tufcany; 

the  Manner  in  lohich  it  ispojfejfed  by  his  prefent 
Imperial  Majefiy ;  the  Advantages  derived  from 
thence  to  the  Auftrian  Dominions ;  and  the  Rea- 
fons  "which  particularly  intereji  the  Maritime ^ 
Poivers  in  the  Prefervation  of  it  in  the  fame  Con- 
dition in  whict  it  at  prefent  fubfijls^ 

t  I  ^HE  Grand  Duchy  of'  Tufcany  is  coaapofed  of  the  Ter- 
X  ritories  that  formerly  belonged  to  three  fmall  but  potent 
Republicks,'  vi%»  thofe  of  Fkrcnccy  JSimna  and  Pi/e.  It  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  Century  that  Cofmo  de  Medids^ 
who  had  the  glorious  Sirname  of  the  Father  of  bis  Country, 
afTumed  the  fupreme  Power.  Ahxatider  di  Midids^  his  Defcen- 
dcnt, ,  was  made  Duke  of  Florence^  by  the  Emperor  Cljarles  V, 
in  1531.  He  was  luccceded  hy  his  Coufin  Cofmo^  who  had 
the  Title  of  Grand  Dujc^  bellowed  upon  him  by  Pope  Pius  V. 
in  order  to  raife  him  to  .a  Rank  fuperlor  to  the  Princes  of  Italy ^ 
though  he  had  the  Stile  only  of  Serene  Highnefs,  whereas  that 
of  Royal  Highnefs  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Savcy.  About  the 
Beginning  of  the  prefent  Century  the  Grand  Duke  Cofmo  the 
Third,  finding  the  Title  of  Royal  Highnefs  given  by  the  Em- 
peror Leopold  to  the  Duke  of  Lorraln.  applied  himfelf  likewife  to 
his  Imperial  Majcfly  in  order  to  obtain  the  fame  Favour,  which 
was  accordingly  granted. 

This 
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I  This  Prince,  after  a  long  and  happy  Reign,  deceafod  O^Aer 
31,  1723,  and  was  fucceeded  in  his  Dominions  by  his  Son  John 
Gafton  de  Aledidsj  the  lafl  Heir  Male  of  his  Family.  The 
Inrant  Don  Carles,  at  prefent  King  of  the  Twc  SiciUis,  was 
declared  his  Heir,  and  foon  after  his  Arrival  in  Italy  alTumed, 
with  the  ConfenC  of  the  Grand  Duke,  the  Title  of  Hereditary 
Grand  Prince  of  Tufcany.  But  upon  the  Conclufion  of  that 
War  by  which  he  acquired  the  Kingdoms  he  now  enjoys,  it 
was  ftipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  that  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Tufcany  {hould  be  given  to  Francis  Duke  c^  Lorrain  in  Ex- 
change for  that  Duchy,  which  was  yielded  to  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majdly  after  the  Demife  of  King  Stanijlaus. 

The  Bounds  that  are  generally  aicribed  to  Tufcany,  are  the 
River  Tiber,  the  Jpenmne  Mountains,  and  the  River  Magra. 
The  whole  Extent  of  this  Country  from  South  to  North  is 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  from  Eaft  to  Weft.  It  is  wafhed  on  the  South  and  on 
the  Weft  by  the  Mediterranean,  and  with  refpeft  to  Strength 
and  Convenience,  it  has  all  the  Advantages  from  Situation  that 
can  be  wiflied.  As  to  the  Soil  of  this  Country,  it  is  in  fome 
Parts  mountainous,  where  there  are  Mines  of  Copper,  Iron, 
Silver  and  AUum,  and  Quarries  of  fine  Marble,  Alabafler  and 
Porphyry.  In  other  Parts  it  abounds  with  pleafant  Hills  which 
are  covered  with  Vines,  Oranges,  Lemons,  Olives,  and  other 
Fruits,  and  in  fome  Places  there  are  Vallies  which  produce  abun- 
dance of  Com  and  Grais. 

It  has  many  little  Rivers,  but  the  Chief  of  them  is  the  Amo^ 
The  other  Commodities  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  are 
Wool,  Flax,  Saffron,  Serges,  Woollen  Cloths,  Silks,  Tapcftries, 
gilt  Leather,  Earthen  Ware,  Perfumes,  £5fr.  There  is  no  Coun- 
try in  the  World  where  the  People  are,  generally  fpeaking,  bet- 
ter adapted  to  mercantile  Affairs,  or  where  they  know  better 
how  to  make  this  Difpofition  of  theirs  turn  to  Account.  All 
tlie  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Medicis  were  themfclves  Merchants, 
and  by  their  Example  Commerce  has  been  always  thought  there 
what  it  ought  to  be  thought  eUewhere,  a  thing  not  at  aU  incom- 
patible with  Nobility. 

The  Country  round  about  Florence  is  excellently  cultivated, 
and  the  City  itfelffo  rich  and  beautiful,  that  it  is  ftiled  at  home 
and  abroad  Florence  the  Pair,  according  to  the  Italian 
Humour  of  beftowing  Epithets  upon  all  their  great  Cities.  The 
other  two  Parts  of  the  Grand  Duke*s  Dominions,  wi.  the 
Pifan  and  the  Siennois,  tho'  the  Country  is  not  at  all  inferior 
to  the  Florentine,  are  fai  from  being  fo  weH  peopled,  'and  confe* 
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quently  from  being  fo  much  improved.  On  the  contrary,  in. 
iome  Places  they  lie  almoft  wafte  for  want  of  Inhabitants,  which 
has  been  owing  chiefly  to  the  Jeaioufy  of  their  Princes.  As  thii 
Humour  is  now  pretty  well  wore  out,  there  is  good  Reafon  to 
hope  that  thefe  Countries  may  recover,  at  leaft  to  a  tolerable 
Degree,  tho'  not  to  their  ancient  Splendor  in  the  Times  when 
Pija  and  Sienna  were  Republicks,  and  eidier  of  them  very  capable 
of  making  Head  againft  Florence.  This  ihews  the  difierent  Ef- 
fects of  Government,  and  that  Places  may  derive  from  Liberty 
almoft  as  great  Bleffings  as  from  Nature. 

But  the  great  Glory  of  Tufcany^  and  the  tf  ue  Source  <^  her 
Power  ind  Wealth,  at  leaft  in  modern  Times,  has  been  her 
famous  Port  oi  Leghorn^  or,  as  the  Italians  call  it,  Livornoy  ob- 
tained in  Exch;(^nge  for  Sarzatia  from  the  Genoefe*  The  Country 
about  it  was  formerly  a  vile  Morafs,  or  rather  Quagmire,  thie 
noxious  Steams  of  which  rendered,  the  Air  unwholesome  ;  but 
by  the  Skill  and  Pains  of  an  Englijhmany  Sir  Rjobert  Dudley^  Son 
to  Queen  Elizaheth^s  potent  Favourite  the  Earl  of  Leicefter^  and 
himfelf  created  Duke  of  Northumberland  by  the  Emperor,  the 
Soil  was  rendered  habitable,  the  Air  much  Ids  unwholefome,  and 
the  Port  improved  fo  as  to  become  the  beft  in  Italy* 

By  his  Advice  alfo  it  was  made  a  free  Port,  that  is,  the  Du- 
ties inwards  are  very  eafy,  and  upon  Exportation  there  are  no 
Duties  at  all.  This  has  rendered  it  for  about  a  Century  paft  the 
great  Magazine  of  the  Levant  Trade,  and  drawn  thither  Mer* 
chants  from  all  Parts,  more  efpecially  Jews  and  Armenians^  of 
whom  many  refide  there^  and  have  great  Privileges  allowed  them. 
But  after  all,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Commerce  was  and  is  car- 
ried on  by  the  Su^efls  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  who  for  that 
Reafon  have  their  Confuls  refident  there»  and  intereft  themfelves 
upon  all  Occafions  in  its  Favour. 

On  this  Account  Care  has  been  taken  to  ftipulate  in  all  the 
Treaties  fince  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  that  the  Port  of  Leghorn 
fhodd  remain  in  its  prefent  Situation,  in  whole  Hands  foever  it 
was  left  ;  which  however  to  fome  may  appear  almoft  a  needlefa 
Precaution,  Ance  it  is  of  fuch  veiy  high  Importance  to  the  So« 
vercign  oiTufcany  tliat  it  fhould  fo  remain.  It  is  in  Truth  the  great 
Wheel  which  gives  Motion  to  the  Trade  of  that  Country,  and 
attra£ls  thither  the  richeft  Commodities  and  the  moft  valuable 
Manufaftures  of  Italy^  from  whence  vaft  Advantages  arife,  not 
only  to  the  Subjects  of  the  Grand  Duke,  but  alfo  to  the  Prince 
hinifelf ;  whence  one  would  be  tempted  to  fuppofe,  that  Re(pe6l 
to  his  own  Interefts  might  fuperfede  the  Neceffity  of  any  fuch 
Interpofition. 

Befidesj 
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Befides,  the  Fricndfliip  of  the  Maritime  Powers  is  a  thing  of 
fo  great  Confequence  to  whatever  Prince  is  in  Poffeffion  of  Tuf- 
carty^  that  the  bare  Confideration  of  that  fcems  to  be  a  Motive 
more  than  fuffictent  to  fecure  all  the  Immunities  granted  to  the 
Port  o{  Leghorn  from  the  fmalleft  Violation.  However,  in  Mat- 
ters of  fo  tender  a  Nature  nothing  ought  to  be  neglected,  and 
therefore  we  have  the  greater  Reafen  to  perfuade  ourfclvcs,  that 
a  thing  fo  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  Interefts  of  all  Pavties  will 
never  become  the  bubje£l  of  any  kind  of  Difpute. 

John  Gafion  de  Medlcisy  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany^  having  had 
the  Mortincation  to  fee  his  Territories  difpofed  of  in  his  Life- 
time to  Strangers,  notwithftanding  all  the  Oppofition  he  could 
poffibly  give  to  that  Meafure,  left  this  World  July  9, 1737,  ^"^ 
his  RoyaJ  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  fucceeded  him  wiLhout 
the  lead  Difpute,  in  Confequence  of  the  fourth  Article  of  the 
Preliminaries  figned  ztVienna  in  1735.  Throughout  the  whole 
Courfe  of  the  laft  War,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Tufcany  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  neutral  Country,  as  indeed  it  ought ;  for  his  Imperial 
Majefty  holding  it  in  Exchange,  and  under  the  (ame  Rules  of 
Succeffion  with  thofeof  his  hereditary  Countries  of  Lorrain  and 
Barr,  there  could  be  no  Pretence  formed  to  his  Prejudice,  or 
that  could  fo  much  as  afford  any  Colourfor  difturbing  or  diftref- 
fins  his  Subje£bs« 

it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  Precedent  will  be  exa£Uy  followed, 
in  cafe  any  future  Difturbances  fliould  breakout  in  this  Country, 
and  it  is  very  eaiy  to  perceive  what  real  Advantages  are  derived 
fi-om  fo  valuable  a  Privilege,  more  efpeciaHy  when  it  refpefts  a 
Country  which  fubfifts  in  a  great  meafure  by  Trade,  and  which 
in  confequence  of  this  Privilege  muft  always  prove,  as  it  did  in 
the  Jaft  War,  the  Afylum  of  ^ch  as  have  no  other  Defire  than 
to  live  by  the  Fruits  of  their  own  Induftry. 

It  is  now  time  to  fpeak  of  the  Revenue  and  Forces  of  this 
Principality.  The  Grand  Dukes  of  Tufcany  were  always  re- 
markable for  their  prudent  CEconomy,  which  rendered  them 
without  Comparifon  the  richcft  Princes  in  Italy  \  they  were 
great  Patrons  of  Induftry  and  Arts,  very  attentive  to  what  might 
promote  the  Welfare  of  their  Subjedb,  and  omitted  nothing 
that  might  engage  Strangers  of  Merit  to  fettle  amongft  them. 
Yet  the  Politicians  of  Italy  had  always  .;i  Notion,  that  though 
in  all  other  Refpefts  thefe  Princes  made  very  good  Shq)herds, 
they  were  neverthelefs  apt  to  fliear  their  Flock  a  little  too  clofe. 
However  that  Matter  may  be,  it  was  never  thought  an  extrava- 
gant Computation  when  the  Revenues  of  this  Grand  Duchy 
were  cftimated  at.  beween  three  and  four  Millions  of  Crowns 
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yearly,  one  half  of  which,  at  leaft  in  Times  of  Peace,  remained 
fafe  in  the  Coffers  of  the  Grand  Duke,  or  if  it  found  its  Way 
out,  was  employed  in  Trade,  or  lent  to  his  Subje£b  at  a  good 
Intereft.  Whether  the  Savings  are  altogether  as  great  now  as  in 
former  Times,  may  poifibly  admit  of  tome  Doubt,  but  there  is 
none  with  Regard  to  the  Income,  which  is  as  great  as  ever. 

The  Grand  Duke  had  alfo  commonly  thirty  thoufand  Men 
in  Pay,  or  rather  inroUed ;  but  as  Aey  were  feldom  called  to 
Service,  fome  have  Mpc&ed  that  inftead  of  cofting  him  any 
thing,  his  Troops  might  poffib)y  contribute  to  the  increafe  of 
his  Revenue.  In  the  Situation  that  Things  are  now,  there  is 
a  fmall  r^ular  Force,  and  but  a  very  fmali  one,  maintained  by 
the  Grand  Duke,  but  the  Militia  either  are,  or  might  be,  put 
upon  the  fame  foot  as  in  former  Times.  The  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Medicis  had  likewife  a  confiderable  maritime  Forces 
by  which  is  meant  a  confiderable  Force  in  refpeA  to  their 
Neighbours,  which  tho*  in  itfelf  no  great  Matter,  yet  the  Grand 
Duke's  Squadron  of  GaUies,  in  ConjunAion  with  thofe  of 
Naples^  and  the  Pope,  kept  the  Sea  clear  of  Privateers,  and  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Coaft  without  Appreheniion  of  being  infult- 
ed  by  the  Corfiiirs  of  Barhary.  In  a  word,  the  Grand  Dukes 
of  Tufcanyy  through  their  Wealth  and  their  Power,  under  the 
Diredion  of  a  right  Plan  of  Policy,  maintained  a  high  Reputa- 
tion, and  were  efteemed  and  treated  by  their  Neighbours  as 
the  greateft  Princes  in  Itafy ;  as  in  Return,  they  were  never 
wanting  either  in  good  Offices,  or  in  any  other  Affiftance  to* 
wards  fuch  of  their  Neighbours  as  were  opprefled,  or  feemed  to 
be  in  Danger  of  Opprcflion.  This  therefore,  as  far  as  it  is 
pradicable,  ought  to  be  the  Policy  of  modem  Times. 

Before  the  Treaty  of  Jix  la  ChapelUy  the  Communication 
between  Tufiany  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria 
in  Italy^  was  open  and  eafy,  but  as  Things  now  ftand,  it  is 
quite  otherwife  (  for  all  the  Dominions  of  the  Infant  Duke  c^ 
Parma^  as  well  as  Part  of  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  ModtnOy  lie 
between  the  Grand  Duchy  and  that  of  Milan ;  and  the  Duchy 
of  Modenay  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Churdi,  interpofe  them- 
felves  between  Tufcany  and  the  Duchy  of  Mantua,  This  will 
explain  to  the  Reader  the  true  Reaibn  of  the  Pains  that  is 
taken  to  make  a  large  and  convenient  Road  from  the  Frontiers 
of  Tufcany  to  Bolognay  which  would  indeed  facilitate  a  Com- 
munication with-  Mantua^  but  then  it  muft  be  through  the 
Dominions  of  other  Princes.  This  is  a  great  and  vifible  In- 
convenience, and  fo  much  the  more  mortifying,  as  there  feems 
tq  be  no  Poffibility  of  finding  a  Remedy,  becaufe  it  is  not  any 
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Fared  or  Comer  of  a  Country  that  interpofes,  but  the  whole 
Length  of  one,  and  the  whole  Breadth  of  the  other,  which  in 
Time  of  War  at  leaft,  will  render  all  Correfpondcnce  precari- 
«iiSy  if  not  impracticable,  and  without  doubt  is  a  Matter  which 
deferves  Confideration. 

But  however  troublefome  and  inconvenient  this  Change  ma^ 
ke  for  the  prefent,  yet  afluredly  neither  the  Grand  Dudiy  of 
Tufcany^  nor  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria^  are  in 
any  imminent  Danger  from  it,  or  the  Ballance  of  Italy  much 
t&dSaoi  thereby.  The  Grand  Duchy,'  as  we  have  already 
ihewn,  belongs  to  the  £itiper<M-  by  fuch  a  peculiar  Right,  that 
while  there  is  any  Faith,  any  Honour,  or  any  Shame  in 
Princes,  it  can  never  be  attacked.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
lus  Imperial  Majefty  fucceeds  die  Houfe  of  MuHds  in  all  their 
Prerogatives,  and  is  from  the  very  Nature  of  his  Tenure  obliged 
to  purfue  dieir  Maxims  of  Government,  that  is  to  fay,  avoid- 
ing as  much  as  may  be,  all  Difputes  with  his  Neighbours, 
we  may  well  expeA  that  the  interior  Strength  of  his  Dominions 
aiay  prove  a  fufficicnt  Security  to  him,  as  it  did  to  them. 
We  may  add  to  this,  that  the  Sea  muft  remain  always  open, 
and  cofuidering  the  Intereft  that  tl^e  Maritime  Powers  have 
in  the  Port  of  Leghorn^  as  well  as  the  Guarantee  they  have 
granted  to  die  Grand  Duchy,  there  is  no  room  to  fear  that 
diey  would  be  remifs  in  fending  a  fpeedy  and  fufficient  Naval 
Force  to  his  Aififtance. 

As  to  the  ^«/?r/i7»  Dominions,  their  Safety  cannot  be  en- 
dangered throueh  the  Want  of  a  iivcSt  Communication  with 
Tuftorty^  becau^  Experience  has  ihewn  us  in  the  laft  War,  that 
they  may  be  vciy  well  defended,  tho'  the  Grand  Duchy  main- 
tained a  ftri£k  Neutrality.  Befides,  if  contrary  to  all  Appear- 
ances, Tufiany  (hould  be  attacked  on  both  Sides,  that  is,  by  the 
King  of  the  Two  SiciSeSy  and  the  Infant  Duke  of  Parma^  or 
any  of  their  Succeflbrs,  a  powerful  Diverfion  might  be  made 
from  the  Aujirian  Dominions,  and  a  new  Communication 
quickly  opened.  As  to  the  Ballance  in  Itahf^  there  is  not  the 
leaft  Colour  to  fufpe^  that  it  Ihould  fufFer  at  all  by  this  Means, 
for  the  Safety  of  that  ever  did,  and  ever  will  depend  upon  the 
feveral  Governments  that  fubfift  there,  attending  to  their  re- 
fpedhve  and  feveral  interefts,  without  incroaching  upon  or 
difturbing  their  Neighbours;  fo  that  whatever  contributes  to 
this,  may  be  very  reafonably  confidered  as  advantageous  to 
that  likewife.  But  tho'  this  is  a  great  deal  to  this  Point,  yet  it 
i^k  not  alK 
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For  we  muft  confider  at  the  (kme  time,  that  if  the  Efta- 
blifliment  of  the  Royal  Infant,  and  the  Duchy  of  Modenaj  lie 
between  the  Aujirian  Dominions  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Tufcaw/y  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Tufcany  at  the  fame  time  lies 
alfo  not  only  between  them  and  the  Two  SicilitSj  biit  alio  be- 
tween them  and  the  Sea,  which  is  a  Point  of  very  great  Con- 
iequence,  I  mean  to  the  Tranquility  of  Itafyy  and  to  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Power  there;  becaufe  it  puts  both  the  Houfes  of  Aujhia 
and  Bourbon  under  equal  Difficulties,  in  cafe  of  their  forming 
anv  Projeds  to  the  Prejudice  of  each  other,  or  of  any  of  the 
reft  of  their  Neighbours,  which  in  whatever  Light  tney  majr 
regard  it,  cannot  certainly  be  difpleafing  to  other  Powers,  who 
have  no  other  Intereft  or  View,  with  refpcS  to  this  Part  of  die 
World,  than  to  fee  it  remain  quiet,  and  the  feveral  Princes 
therein  employed  in  promoting  the  Wdfive  of  their  refpedive 
Subjedb,  which  if  they  would  do,  they  might  be  all  rich  and 
happy,  and  free  from  die  Fear  of  feeing  ultramontane  Anaiea 
in  its  Bowds. 

It  is  plain  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  there  is  very  Htde 
Probability,  and  no  fort  of  Neceffity,  of  fuch  a  Change  as  has 
been  long  rumoured  of  this  Grand  Duchy,  for  the  new  Efta- 
blifliment  of  the  Infant  Duke,  with  a  Sum  of  Money  equiva- 
lent to  the  Diference  of  the  Revenues  produced  by  the  two 
Countries.  Such  an  Exchange  it  is  true  would  remove  the  Ob- 
ftacle  beforementioned,  would  reftore  the  Connection  between 
the  Auflrian  Dominions  and  thofe  of  his  Imperial  Majefiy^ 
and  make  the  Royal  Infant  Sovereim  of  Territories,  that  con- 
fine not  indeed  upon^his  Brother's  Dominions,  but  upon  thofe 
6f  die  Church,  through  which  his  Armies  might  always 
command  a  Paflkge.  It  may  however  be  doubted,  whether 
this  Plan  would  be  acceptable  to  the  other  Princes  of  Itafy^  as 
well  as  whether  it  would  be  really  productive  of  any  extraor* 
dinary  Advantage  to  the  Parties  interefted  therein,  for  the  Rea- 
ions  that  have  been  already  given.  The  Point  however  feemed 
worth  explaining,  becaufe  notwithfhmding  the  Noife  this  ProjeA 
made,  there  were  but  very  few  at  this  Diftance  who  feemed  to 
have  a  true  Notion  of  the  Motives  upon  which  it  was 
founded. 

To  conclude,  tl)e  plain  Intereft  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in 
Quality  of  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany^  is  to  maintain  the  ancient 
Form,  and  to  purfue  the  old  Maxims  of  Government  in  that 
Country,  to  take  eveiy  Meafure  requifite  for  preferving,  en- 
couraging, and  extending  the  Commerceof  his  Subjefts,  and 
culdvadng  with  all  poilible  Care  a  fmcere  Friendlhip  with  the 
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neighbouring  Powers.    Such  Mcafures  cannot  fail  of  procurinj 
the  defired  EiFed^s ;  that  is,  cannot  fail  of  making  the  Gran< 
Duchy  rich  and  flourifhing,  which  is  the  only  Means  to  fecure 
its  Sovereign  a  great  Revenue,  while  his  Subjedb  enjoy  the 
greateft  of  temporal  Bleffings,  Plenty  and  Peace. 

SECT.     IV. 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Family^  Dominions^  and  po^ 
lit  teal  Inter  efts  y  of  his  Serene  Higbnefs  the  Duke 
of  Modena. 

THE  Houfe  of  EJie  is  not  only  allowed  by  the  beft  Hifto- 
rians  to  be  without  Controverfy  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
and  illuftrious  in  Italy y  but  alfo  in,  Europe.  This  Family  de- 
rives its  Dcfcent  from  J7u>n^  Lord  of  Ejiey  which  is  a  fmall  but 
pleafant  Town  in  Lomlardy^  not  far  from  Padua^  who  ilourifii- 
cd  in  the  tenth  Century.  His  Dependents  became  very  confi* 
derable  Princes,  and  fo  continued  down  to  jHphonfi  L  who  was 
Duke  of  Ferraray  Modena^  and  Reggio.  This  Prince  had  three 
Wives,  the  firft  Jnne  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Milany  by 
whom  he  had  no  Iflue :  The  fecond,  Lucntiay  natural 
Daughter  to  Pope  Alexander  VI.  by  whom  he  had  Ifluc  three 
Sons ;  HercuUsy  who  fuccceded  him  in  his  Dominions  ;  Hypo^ 
lito^  Cardinal  of  EJle^  the  greateft  Prelate  of  his  Age ;  for  he 
was  Archbifhop  of  Milan,  Juchy  Arles^  and  Lyons^  Bilhop  of 
Autun^  Abbot  of  Flavigni^  ice.  and  Francis  Marquis  de  la 
Majfa  :  His  third  Wife  was  Laura  Eujlochia^  the  Daughter  of 
a  Citizen  of  Modenoy  by  whom  he  had  Alphonfo  de  EJie,  Mar- 
quis de  Montechio. 

Hercules  II.  fucceeded  his  Father,  and  married  the  Daughter 
'  of  the  French  King,  Lrjuis  XII.*  by  whom  he  had  Alphonfo^ 
and  Lewisy  ftilcd  Cardinal  of  Ferrara,  Alphonfo  IL  fucceeded 
his  Father,  and  having  noliTue,  called  to  the  Succeflion  of  his^ 
Dominions,  Cafar  de  Efte^  Son  to  Alphonfo  de  EJle^  Marquis 
of  Montechioy  and  died  in  the  Year  1597.  Pope  Clement  VIII. 
rcfolved  to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity  of  uniting  the  Duchy 
of  Ferrara  to  the  Dominions  of  the  Church ;  and  accordingly, 
under  Pretence  that  Alphonfo  de  Ejie  was  illegitimate,  he 
marched  in  Perfon  with  an  Army  into  the  Territory  of  /Vr- 
rara^  and  by  Force  of  Arms  drove  out  the  new  Duke.  This 
Tranfai^ion  muft  be  entirely  attributed  to  Ambition,  fupport- 
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fed  by  Violence,  fince  the  Pope  had  no  Colour  of  Right:  For,  . 
firft,  Alphonfo  de  EJle  was  no  Baftard,  his  Mother,  3io*  much 
inferior  in  Degree,  being  lawfully  married  to  the  Duke  his 
Father :  In  the  next  Place,  he  was  cxprefly  legitimated  bv  the 
Emperor,  to  remove  all  Objeftions :  And,  thirdly,  if  he  had  been 
a  Baftard,  he  might  have  lucceeded  in  that  Duchy  by  a  Cuftom 
fan<5lified,  if  not  introduced,  by  Authority  of  the  Holy  See.  It 
is  therefore  not  without  Reafon,  that  the  Dukes  of  Modena  al<« 
ways  infift  on  their  Right  to  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara. 

Cafar  di  EJle^  however,  tho'  he  loft  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara^ 
received  the  Inveftiture  of  Modena  and  Reggio  from  the  Emperor 
Rodolph  II.  .  He  married  Firginia^  Daughter  to  Cofmo  I.  Grand 
Duke  of  Florence  \  and  having  reigned  thirty  Years,  deceafed  in 
1628.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Alphonfo  III.  who  had 
married  in  his  Father's  Life-time  the  Princefs  tfabella^  Daughter 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy.^  for  whom  he  had  fo  tender  an  AiFe&on, 
that  upon  her  Death  he  renounced  the  World  and  became  a  Ca^ 
puchin^  leaving  the  Government  of  his  Dominions  to  his  Son 
Francisy  who  became  Duke  ol  Modena  in  1629.  This  Prince^ 
was  thrice  married ;  firft  to  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Parmay 
by  whom  he  had  his  Succeffor  Alphonfo^  and  feveral  Princeffes; 
fecondly,  to  her  Sifter,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  Daughter,  who 
died  an  Infant ;  and  laftly,  to  the  Daughter  of  the  Prince  of 
Palejirinay  by  whom  he  had  a  Son  Rinaldo^  honoured  with  a 
Cardinal's  Cap  from  Rome  in  1 686. 

Alphonfoy  by  fome  reckoned  the  fecond,  by  others  the  fourth, 
fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Year  1658.  He  married  Laura  Mar-- 
tinozziy  Niece  to  Cardinal  Muzarin^  by  whom  he  jiad  a  Daughter 
Mary  Beatrix  Eleanora^  who  efpoufed  James  the  fecond.  King  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  Francis^  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  Domini- 
ons while  a  Child  in  his  Cradle  in  1662.  This  Duke  married  in 
1692  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Parma^  and  dying  without 
IfTue  in  1694,  his  Uncle  the  Cardinal  of  E/le  laid  afide  his  Pur- 
ple, and  affumed  the  Title  of  Duke  of  Modena  and  Reggio. 

Rinaldo  de  Ejie  attached  himfelf  from  theiBeginning  of  his 
Reign  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  and  remained  firm  to  thofe  En- 
gagements fo  long  as  he  lived.  He  efpoufed  in  1695  CharloHa 
Feticiay  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Hanover  and  Sifter  to  the  Em- 
prefs,  which  very  probably  fortified  his  Zeal  to  the  Imperial  Fa- 
mily, which  difcovered  itfelfat  a  Time  when  it  was  far  from 
turning  to  his  Advantage,  that  is,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
War  occafioned  by  the  difputed  Succeflion  to  the  Throne  of 
Spain i  which  induced  Lewis  XIV.  towards  the  Clofe  of  the 
Year  1703  to  difpofl'efs  him  of  all  his  Dominions,  and  to  unite 
them  to  the  Crown  of  France.    The  Duke  of  Modtna  bad  fome 
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Time  before  retired  to  Bologna^  and  went  from  thence  to  Rami 
in  order  to  follicit  the  Pope's  Interpofition  with  the  Eldeft  Son 
of  the  Church  in  favour  of  a  Prince,  whofe  Crime  was  of  no 
deeper  Dye  than  acknowledging  the  Archduke  Charles  for  King 
t>f  opain ;  but  except  fpecious  and  delufive  Promifcs,  his  Serene 
Highneis  reaped  nothing  from  this  Journey. 

The  moft  Chriftian  King  however  perceiving,  that  tho*  the 
Duke  oi  Modena  could  not  defend  his  Dominions,  yet  the  Man- 
ner  in  which  he  had  treated  him  was  univerfallv  onenfive  to  the 
Italian  Princes,  and  did  him  much  more  Hurt  tnan  the  PofTeffion 
of  Modena  and  its  Dependencies  could  do  him  Good,  thought 

E roper  to  renounce  all  Title  to  his  new  Conqueft,  declaring  it  to 
elong  to  his  Grandfon  the  King  oiSpairiy  and  uniting  it  to  the 
Duchy  of  Milan.  In  this  Situation  it  continued  till  Prince 
^2//^^  with  the  Imperial  Army  entered  Italy  in  1706,  when  in 
the  Night  between  the  19th  and  20th  of  November  the  City  of 
Modena  was  taken  bv  Storm,  or  ratlier  by  Surprize,  and  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  French  Garrifon  cut  to  pieces.  The  fmall  Remains 
of  that  Garrifon  retired  into  the  Citadel,  which  they  not  only 
threatened  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  Extremity,  but  even  pretended 
to  bombard  the  Town  and  reduce  it  to  Afhes,  which  his  Serene 
Highnefs  Prince  Eugene  prevented  by  acquainting  the  Governor, 
that  if  he  proceeded  in  his  brutal  Defign,  he  would  infallibly, 
caufe  him  and  every  Man  under  his  Command  to  be  hanged 
upon  the  Walls.  Thi^  gave  a  new  Turn  to  Things  j  for  Mon- 
fieur  de  Bar^  the  French  Governor,  being  .  informed  that  the 
Duke  of  Modena  was  returned  from  Bologna  to  his  Capital,  fent 
him  a  very  polite  Meflage,  importing,  that  he  defired  to  have  the 
Honour  of  delivering  up  the  Citadclinto  his  Hands,  as  to  its 
lawful  Mafter  ;  which  Propofition  was  immediately  accepted, 
and  the  Duke  entered  again  into  the  PofleiSon  of  his  Countries, 
which  had  been  miferably  harrafled  and  exhaufted  by  his  Ene- 
mies, who  treated  his  Subjects  with  inexcufable  Severity  out  of 
Hatred  to  tlieir  Sovereign. 

His  Serene  Highnefs,  in  1708,  had  fome  Hopes  given  him, 
that  after  fuffering  fo  much  by  the  War  he  might  at  length  be  a 
Gainer  by  it,  fince  his  Brother-in-law  the  Emperor  falfing  out 
with  the  Pope  feized  the  County  and  CafUe  oiComachioy  to 
which  the  Duke  of  Modena  had  the  fame  Right  as  to  the  Ferra^ 
refe^  and  it  was  generally  thought  that  he  would  have  reftored 
both  Duchy  and  County,  as  he  might  very  eafily  have  doncj  to 
its  lawful  Owner.  But  his  Imperial  Majefty  having  carried  his 
Point  with  the  Pope  by  a  Treaty  fignti  January  15,  1709,  left 
die  Decifion  of  the  Duke's  Claim  to  a  Congregation  of  Cardi- 
nals, who  to  be  fure  were  moft  equal  Judges  between  the  Pope 
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fehd  any  Prince  whatever ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  Empemr 
kept  Comachio  in  his  own  Hands  by  way  of  Sequeilration.  lA  this 
Situation  Things  remained,  very  little  to  the  Satisfaction  either 
of  the  Pope  or  of  the  Duke,  till  by  a  Treaty  between  Benedi^ 
XIII.  and  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  dated  at  Rome  November  24, 
X724,  Comachio  was  rcftored  to  his  Holinefs,  but  with  an  exprefs 
Refervation  of  the  Rights  of  the  Empire  and  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena  upon  that  Fief,  and  a  Provifo  that  this  Reftitution  fhould 
have  no  Operation  whatever  in  favour  of  the  Pope's  Title. 

But  if  his  Serene  Highncfs  of  Modena  failed  in  his  reafonable 
Expe£btion  of  being  once  more  put  into  PofTeffion  of  the  Patri- 
mony of  his  Anceftors,  he  had  however  the  Satisfadion  of  re- 
ceiving a  noble  Equivalent  for  the  Lofles  he  had  fuilained  by  his 
Fidelity  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflria.  For  the  French  King  having 
given  the  Example  of  transferring  the  Dominions  of  one  Italian 
rrincc  to  another,  his  Imperial  Majefty  made  no  Difficulty  of 
granting  to  the  then  hereditary  Prince,  and  now  reigning  Duke 
of  ModenOy  the  Inveftiture  of  the  Duchies  of  Mirandola  and 
Concordia^  their  Sovereign  of  the  Houfe  of  Pio  having  thought- 
fit,  a  little  imprudently,  to  declare  himfelf  very  early  in  fiivour  of 
the  two  Crowns^  which  by  thofe  valuable  Duchies  were  united 
to  the  Dominions  of  Modena^  and  have  continued  Part  of  them 
ever  fince. 

The  Tranquility  of  Europe  being  in  fome  meafure  rcftored  by 
the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Baden^  his  Serene  Highneis  thought 
lit  to  provide  for  the  Succeffion  to  his  Dominions,  by  marrying 
the  Hereditary  Prince  in  the  Month  oi  June  1720,  to  Charlotte 
Aglae  iOrleam^  Daughter  to  the  Duke  Regent  of  France.  This 
Marriage  foon  after  it  was  celebrated,  became,  from  Caufes  the 
World  has  never  been  aqu^inted  with,  the  Source  of  fome 
Family  Difcontents,  upon  which  the  Hereditary  Prince  and 
Princefs  quitted  the  Court  of  Modena^  and  endeavoured  to  mi- 
tigate the  Senfeof  this  Difafter  by  Travelling-  The  old  Duke 
in  the  mean  time  remained  firm  to  his  original  Syftem,  and  in 
the  War  which  broke  out  upon  the  Death  of  the  King  of  P^- 
land^  adhered  fteadily  to  the  Interefts  of  the  Houfe  oxAuJlria^ 
wKlch  cofl  him  a*  much  Trouble  and  ill  Ufage  in  the  very  De- 
cline of  Life,  as  he  had  experienced  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age, 
He  had  however  the  Satisfaftion  of  furviving  his  Misfortunes^ 
and  of  returning  from  Bologna  (which  he  had  again  chofen  for 
his  Retreat)  to  his  Capital  of  Modena,  His  Imperial  Majefty 
Charles  Vl.  in  Gratitude  to  the  Virtues  of  this  great  and  good 
Prince,  made  him  a  Prefent  of  a  moft  noble  Lordfhip  in  Hun-- 
gary^  and  entailed  it  upon  his  Family.  After  paffing  through 
fuch  a  Variety  of  Fortunes  without  the  leaft  Diminution  of 
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Chara£^er,  this  venerable  Duke  departed  the  World  in  Peace  in 
bis  own  Palace  OHober  26,  1737*  aged  eighty-three. 

Francis  Maria  de  Efte  fuccceded  his  Father  in  his  Dominions, 
but  having  married  a  Princefs  of  the  Blood  oi  France^  by  whom 
he  has  a  numerous^  IfTue,  he  entered  into  Engagements  with  the 
Crowns  of  France  and  Spain^  tho'  with  great  Secrecy,  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  War,  raifed  Forces,  and  fortified  all 
the  ftrong  Places  in  bis  Dominions.  His  Sardinian  Majefty, 
however,  taking  Advantage  of  the  Difficulties  the  Duke  of 
MonUmar  who  command^  the  Spanijh  Forces  in  NapUs  was 
under,  entered  the  Dominions  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  with  a 
fupcrior  Force,  and  upon  his  withdrawing  to  the  Spanijh  Army, 
feized  and  reduced  them,  having  firfl  difarmed  his  Forces.  After 
this,  all  the  Territories  of  this  Prince  in  Italy  were  adminifler'd 
by  the  Authority  and  for  the  joint  Benefit  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia.  The  former  likewife  coafifcated  and 
difpofed  of  his  Eftates  in  Hungary,  to  which  however,  as  well 
as  to  all  his  Dominions  in  Italy,  his  Serene  Highnefs  was  re- 
ftored  by  the  Treaty  of  Jix  la  Chapelle,  and  is  in  full  PofTef&on 
of  them  at  this  Time.  He  has  already  begun  to  reflore  Things 
to  their  former  State,  by  direding  the  jftrong  Citadel  of  Miran^ 
dola  to  be  repaired  and  fortified,  and  that  he  may  appear  no  lefs 
careful  of  his  Subjeds  Interefls  than  of  his  own  Security,  has 
aboliihed  various  Duties  and  Impofitions  that  were  injurious  to 
Commerce,  and  is  meditating  other  falutary  Refolutions,  amongft 
which  it  is.faid  a  cordial  Reconciliation  with  the  Court  oi  Vienna 
is  one  of  the  chief.  This  is  fo  much  the  more  probable,  as  there 
is  no  Prince  in  Italy  to  whom  the  Friendfhip  of  die  Emperor 
and  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  is  of  fo  great  Confequence  as  to  the 
Duke  of  Modena.  The  Truth  of  this  will  manifefUy  appear 
from  the  following  Defcription  of  his  Territories. 

The  Dominions  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Modena 
are  compofed,  as  the  Reader  has  already  feen,  of  various  Terri- 
tories acquired  at  diffiprept  Times,  and  held  by  different  Titles. 
If  we  compare  the  prefent  State  of  the  Houfe  of  EJle  with  its 
original  Condition,  it  will  feem  to  be  greatly  improved  ;  but  if 
we  rcflcdl  upon  the  Condition  of  this  Family  when  the  Duchy 
of  Ferrara,  and  the  County  of  Comachio,  as  well  as  the  Duchies 
of  Alcdena  and  Reggio,  were  in  its  Pofl'effion,  we  fhall  find  it  far 
Ihort  now  of  what  it  was.  However  the  prefent  Duke  cA  Modena 
is  a  much  more  confiderable  Prince  than  his  Grandfather,  whe- 
ther we  confider  the  Extent  of  his  Dominions,  or  the  Amount 
of  his  Revenues  5  neither  is  it  at  all  impojflible,  in  cafe  of  any 
future  Alterations  in  theDiflribution  of  Power  inltafyy  this  Prince 
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«r  his  Succeflbrs  may  be  Gainers,  as  well  ts  his  Predeceilbrs 
were  in  Times  paft. 

The  Duchy  of  Modena^  properly  fo  called,  comprehends  one 
of  the  faireft  and  moft  fruitful  Countries  in  Italy^  abounding 
with  Corn,  Wine,  Oil  and  Fruits,  very  populous,  and  inha- 
bited by  an  ingenious  and  induftrious  People.  The  fmall 
County  of  Frignano  bordering  on  the  Bolognefe^  is  annexed  to 
it  on  one  Side,  and  Part  of  the  Country  of  Carfagnano  on  the 
other,  the  reft  belonging  to  the  Republick  of  Lucca.  It  is  very 
mountainous,  but  far  from  being  defpicable  for  all  that,  fmce 
in  thefe  Mountains  there  are  Mines  of  great  Value,  and  the  In- 
habitants  are  a  Race  of  People  robuft,  hardy,  and  brave,  as  any 
in  Italy.  The  Duchy  of  Reggio  lies  Weft  from  that  of  Modmay 
and  is  by  fome  accounted  the  more  conftderable  Duchy  of  the 
two,  and  indeed  fo  it  is,  if  we  confider  its  Dependencies,  fuch 
as  the  Principalities  of  Correggio  and  Carpi^  the  former  heretofore 
pofTefled  by  the.Princes  of  the  fame  Name,  and  the  latter  belong- 
ing to  the  Family  of  Pio.  In  the  North-weft  Comer  of  this 
Duchy,  ftands  BerceUo  upon  the  Poy  formerly  a  Place  of  great 
Strength,  yielded  by  the  late  Hwktoi  Modern  in  1701  to  the 
Imperialifts,  to  facilitate  their  military  Operations  in  Italy^  and 
for  that  Reafon,  befieged,  taken,  and  entirely  demolifhed  by 
the  French  \n  1705,  nor  has  it  been  ever  fmce  reftored  to  its 
ancient  Condition. 

The  Duchy  of  Mirandola^  including  that  of  Canccrdia,  Is 
about  twenty  Miles  in  Length,  and  five  in  breadth  ;  it  is  a  very 
beautiful  and  a  very  plentiful  Territorry,  full  of  Villages,  and  the 
Country  round  about  them  thoroughly  cultivated.  Alirandola 
is  ftrong  by  Situation,  and  has  been  formerly  well  fortified.  The 
City  of  Concordia  ftands  on  the  Secchiay  at  the  Diftance  of  fix 
Miles  from  Mirandoloy  between  which  Cities  there  is  a  fine 
Canal  called  the  NavilioyV/hich  facilitates  the  Commerce  of  both. 
Thefe  Duchies  were  very  great  Acqutfitions  to  the  Family  of 
£y?^,  fince  their  Revenues  are  moderately  computed  at  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  Crowns  a  Year.  Having  fpoken  of  thefe  Countries 
feparately,  we  will  confider  them  next  as  they  lie  together,  and 
make  the  Patrimony  of  this  Prince,  now  fettled  and  confirmed, 
as  well  as  guaranteed,  by  the  greateft  European  Powers. 

The  whole  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Modena  have  the  Duchies 
oi  Mantua  and  Guajlalla  00  the  North  ;  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Tufcany  on  the  South,  together  with  the  Territories  of  the  Re- 
publick of  Lucca  \  the  BobgneCt  and  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara  on 
the  Eaft ;  and  the  Duchy  of  Parnia  on  the  Weft,     The  Extent 
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of  thefe  Countries  from  South  to  North,  is  about  fiFty-ilx  Engltjh  - 
Mtles,  and  they  are  about  fifty  Miles  in  Breadth  from  Weil  to 
£aft.  The  Duke  of  Modena^  in  time  of  Peace,  enjoys  a  Revenue 
of  about  one  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  at  leaft^  with 
which  he  maintains  a  very  fplendid  Court,  and  when  bis  Cir« 
cumftances  render  it  requifite,  can  keep  up  a  fiody  of  eight 
thoufand  regular  Troops.  The  greateft  Inconveniency  in  tho 
Situation  of  his  Country  is,  that  it  has  no  Communication  with 
the  Sea,  which  might  be  eafily  removed,  if  he  could  recover 
either  by  Treaty  or  Force  the  Duchy  of  ferraray  which  lies 
upon  the  Gulph  of  Venice. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Weftern  Part  of  the  Duchy  of 
Riggioy  intervenes  intirely  between  the  Duchy  of  Parma  and 
that  of  GuaJlaUa^  fo  that  they  can  have  no  Communication  but 
by  the  River  Po  y  as  thb  is  very  inconvenient  for  the  Infant 
Duke,  it  has  been  furmifed  that  he  would  reflore  to  the  Emprefs 
Queen  a  Part  of  the  Duchy  o{Gua/}aUay  in  order  to  engage  her 
to  grant  the  Duke  of  Modina  an  Equivalent  for  this  Part  of  his 
Country  ;  and  if  this  Negotiation  is  ever  brought  to  bear,  that 
Equivalent  will  bi?  eafdy  found,  fince  the  Country  .of  Novel- 
iara,  which  is  likewife  a  Part  of  the  Mantuan^  lies  in  the  midft 
of  the  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Moiena^  and  would  be  very 
convenient  for  him,  On  the  other  hfmd,  there  has  been  a 
Rumour  as  if  his  Serene  Highnefs  was  defirous  of  exchanging 
for  it  the  Countries  that  he  liolds  in  Hungary^  which  to  him 
no  doubt  would  be  very  acceptable,  but  will  hardly  appear  in 
the  fame  Light  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujhria.  Upon  the  whole,  it 
is  plainly  the  Intereft  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  (if  he  propofes  to 
continue  an  liaUan  Prince)  to  refume  his  Father's  Syftem,  and 
to  attach  himfelf  clofely  to  that  Family,  which  will  ht  al- 
ways' able  to  protei^  him,  and  from  which  alone  he  can  ex- 
pert any  AfEftance,  in  reference  to  the  old  Claims  of  his  Family, 
which  if  they  could  be  brought  to  bear,  would  alter  his  Condi- 
tion very  much. 

Since  our  fb^mer  Edition,  the  profpefl  with  refpeft  to  this 
dUcal  Houfe  is  much  altered  by  the  Death  of  the  Cadet  Prince  of 
EJie,  The  prefent  Duke  is  old,  and  the  Duchefs  alfo,  who 
refides  in  France.  The  Hereditary  Prince,  upon  whom  the 
Continuance  of  this  illuftrious  Family  depends,  is  not  on  the 
Jjeft  Terms  with  the  Piincefs  of  MaJfaCarraray  by  whom  as  ye^ 
he  has  only  a  Daughter.  So  that  confidering  the  Nature  of 
•  Fiefs  in  Italy^  the  Fate  of  fo  confiderable  a  Succeffion  may  ex- 
cite jfnuch  political  Confufion* 
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SEC  T.    V. 

^e  Power  of  the  Pope  conjidered  as  the  Head  of  4^ 
Cbriftiam  wbo  bold  Communion  with  Rome ;  bis 
Grandeur  as  a  temporal  Prince ;  the  Maxims  of 
bis  Government  \  the  general  Intereji  of  the  See 
of  Rome  with  regard  to  the  Princes  and  States 
of  Cbrijiendom^  and  particular  Interefis^  in  re^ 
ference  to  the  Princes  and  States  in  Italy ;  /»- 
eluding  alfo  an  Account  pf  all  the  Temporal 
Dominions  of  the  Pope^  tbeir  Situation^  Extent^ 
Revenues^  &c. 

THE  Dcfign  of  this  Work  makes  it  abfolutcly  ncceffarv  to 
examine  the  Nature  of  the  Papal  Power,  for  many  Rca- 
fons,  but  more  efpecially  as  it  has  a  very  great  Influence  on  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  general,  as  well  as  a  very  particular  Re- 
lation to  that  of  Itafy.    It  would  indeed  require  much  more- 
Room  than  we  have  to  fpare,  and  lead  us  at  the  fame  time 
beflde  our  Purpole,  to  treat  this  Matter  in  its  full  Extent,  and' 
to  enter  into  an  exprefs  Deduction  of  the  Means  by  which  the 
Spiritual  Authority  of  the  Popes  was  graduallv  railed  to  fuch  a 
Height,  as  that  with  which  it  was  exercifed  m  the  Times  im« 
mediately  preceding  the  Reformation ;  neither  is  it  at  all  necef- 
fary  that  we  fhould  enter  into  any  exprefs  Detail  of  the  Means 
by  which  the  Popes  have  acquired  the  feveral  Parts  of  their 
Temporal  Dominions.     What  we  chiefly  aim  at,  may  be  ac- 
compliflied  by  a  fuccinS  View  of  the  Nature,  Prerogatives, 
and  influence  of  this  Spiritual  Monarchy,  fo  far  as  it  refpe^ls 
the  Chriftian  Powers,  and  a  fliort  Defcription  of  thofc  Ter- 
ritories, from  the  Pofleffion  of  which  the  Pope  is  isonfider* 
ed  as  a  Temporal  Prince,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  confidecii' 
able  Potentates  in  Italy ^  which   will   be   found  highlv  ufeful 
towards  obtaining  a  thorough  G>mpreh^niion  of  the  Inteiefts 
of  Europe, 

li  we  confider  that  the  Popes  rife  to  that  Dignity  from  vtrf 
inferior  Stations,  were  heretofore  frequently,  and  are  ftill  fome*  • 
times  of  mean  Families,  without  airy  Support  from  Kindred 
or  Relations,  deriving  a  great  Part  of*^  their  Revenues  from  the 
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Subjects  of  other  Princes,  and  this  in  Virtue  of  their  claiming 
a  Share  in  their  Allegiance,*  exercifmg  an  Authority  grounded 
only  in  Opinion,  and  frequently  afluming  a  Superiority  over 
thofe  to  whom  they  have  not  only  been  thcmfelves  in  Obe- 
dience, but  have  alfo  rendered  them  domeftick  Offices  in  the 
Nature  of  Servants :  When-,  1  fay,  we  confider  all  this,  with  a 
Multitude  of  other  Particulars,  that  every  intelligent  Reader's 
Memory  will  furnifh,  we  cannot  h^lp  i^ondering  that  this 
EccUfutJiical  Empire  has  flood  fo  long,  grown  up  to  fo  great 
a  Height,  and  continues  yet  to  enjoy  j  green  old  Age,  that 
does  not  ieem  to  betray  any  Symptoms  of  a  fpeedy  Diflb- 
lution. 

But  u^on  a  nearer  and  cIo(er  Infpeflion,  we  fliall  find  that 
this  Spiritual  Monarchy^  like  fome  of  the  leaning  Towers  that 
have  made  fo  much  Noife  in  lialy^  tho'  it  feems  to  carry  evident 
Marks  of  Weaknefs,  is  in  fa<ft  a  Strudlure  very  ftrong  in  itfelf, 
contrived  with  great  Skill,  as  well  as  eredled  with  much  Art. 
If  in  other  Monarchies.  Princes  have  pretended  to  a  Divine 
Rigbty  the  Pope  goes  ftill  farther,  and  claims  a  kind  of  Divine 
Power^  by  which  he  is  raifed  as  much  above  other  Princes, 
as  thofe  Princes  are  above  their  People.  This  Claini,  together 
v^ith  the  Title  oiHolinefSy  having  the  Recommendation  of  a  long 
Prefcription,  cannot  but  excite  an  high  Veneration  in  the  Minds 
of  fuch  as  believe  it.  The  Papal  Charafler  being  given  with 
the  greateft  Ceremony  by  thofe,  who  are  prefumed  to  be  the  beft 
Judges  of  Religion  and  religious  Interefts,  feems  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  Multitude  to  alter  the  very  Nature  of  him  who  is  adorned 
therewith,  and  to  transform  him  from  a  Man  of  like  Paffions 
with  themfelves,  into  a  Sacred  Per/on,  It  is  true,  that  in 
Proteftant  Countries,  as  nothing  of  this  is  believed,  fo  it  is 
very  hard  to  be  underftood.  Yet  the  ¥^Gt  is  beyond  Dif- 
pute,  and  whatever  wifer  Perfons  in  Popilh  Kingdoms  may 
conceive,  the  Bulk  of  tlie  People  have  the  higheft  Reverence 
for  the  Holy  Father. 

The  clofe  Connexion  between  the  Clergy  in  all  Popifti 
Countries  and  the  Court  of  Rome^  joined  to  the  occaftonal  Be*- 
nefits  that  Monarchs  themfelves  may  receive  by  Bulls  from  the 
Holy  See,  makes  them  unwilling  to  interpofe^  or  break  off  that 
Commerce  which  their  Subjedts  have  with  Rome^  that  upon 
certain  Occafions  they  made  derive  Favours  from  thence,  whicfc 
may  eafily  procure  what  otherwife  might  with  Difficulty  be 
fprcqd  by  their  own  Authority.  The  Subje£tion  of  the  Clergy 
to  a  foreijrn  Head  makes  them  fumetimes  more  tr^<S^able  to 
their  natural   Sovereigns  than  tlicy  otherwife  would  be,  fine* 

•    the 


[  425  ] 

fte  Good-will  and  Fricndfhip  of  a  fmgU  Perfon  is  more  eafily 
attained,  than'  the  DiredHon  of  many^  and  befides  in  thofe 
Cafes  there  can  be  no  Appeal  to  the  People,  becaufe  in  all  fuch 
Difputes  they  think  an  implicit  Submiffion  the  Duty  of  the 
Clergy.  We  may  add  to  this  another  Reafon,  which  is,  that 
the  ropifb  Princes  cherifh  tht  Spiritual  Power  of  the  Pope^  as 
the  Means  of  preferving  Unity  in  Religion,  and  thereby  pre- 
venting religious  Difputes,- which  very  feldom  difturb  the 
Church,  without  difturbing  the  State  alfo.  Thus  it  appears,^ 
that  independent  of  Enthufiafm  and  SuperfHtion,  political  Prin- 
ciples have  no  fmall  Share  in  promoting  that  Adherence  to  the 
See  of  RonUf  which  at  firft  Sight  feenis  fo  irrecon.  ileable  to 
the  abfolute  Authority  of  Sovereign  Princes^  and  which  not- 
withftanding  by  their  dextrous  Management,  is  often  made  to 
co-operate  therewith.  ^ 

As  to  the  interior  Strength  of  the  Papal  Government,  we 
need  only  reflefl  that  the  Advantages  of  Birth  are  well  fup- 
plied  by  the  great  Parts,  and  other  Qualifications  with  which 
a  Man  muft  be  neceflarily  endow'd,  who  is  promoted  to  this 
Dignity.  His  being  obliged  to  Celibacy  is  another  Point  of 
great  Confequence,  in  as  much  as  it  prevents  the  changing  this 
eleSive  into  an  hereditary  Sovereignty,  which  would  be  en- 
tirely repugnant  to  the  fundamental  Maxims  of  this  Conftiiu- 
tion.  We  may  add  to  this,  the  Precautions  talcen  in  elcfting 
commonly  a  Perfon  far  advanced  in  Years,  which  leaves  no 
room  for  attempting  to  alter  the  fettled  Principles  of  the  Go** 
vernment ;  and  all  great  Politicians  allow,  that  it  is  the  facri- 
ficing  thefe  to  the  Interefts  of  a  Family,  or  to  the  private  Ad- 
vantage of  the  reigning  Prince,  that  opens  a  way  to  the  Ruin 
even  of  the  bed  digcfted  Syftems.  It  has  been  alio  an  old  Rule 
in  the  Conclave,  never  to  eleft  two  Popes  of  the  fame  Fa- 
mily, Faftion,  or  even  of  the  fame  Difpofition,  in  immediate 
Succeffion,  for  the  fame  Reafon.  It  would  indeed  be  cndlefs 
to  enter  into  all  their  Refinements  upon  thefe  capital  Points, 
from  whence  the  Charafter  of  the  Court  of  Romej  in  refpeft 
to  Policy,  has  always  ftood  fo  high,  as  to  be  thought  the  beft 
School  for  breeding  Miniflers  in  all  the  Popifli  Monarchies, 
from  whence  alfo  it  draws  great  Advantages. 

We  muft  not  however  imagine  from  hence,  that  becaufe  the 
fundamental  Maxims  of  the  See  of  i?tf;w/ have  been  always  the 
fame,  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government  has  been  cxaftly 
uniform  ;  fince  confidcring  the  vaft  Variation  in  Men's  Tem- 
pers and  Habits  in  different  Ages,  this  muft  appear  a  Thing 
abfolutely  impoflible.     Neither  ought  we  to  imagine,  that  any 
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ComftitutioD  could  be  fo  framed,  as  to  extingtiifh  m  the  Mind^ 
of  Princes  all  natural  AfFed^ioii  for  their  Families.  But  on  the 
one  hand,  fuch  has  been  the  Skill  and  Capacity  of  tbefe  Spi* 
ritual  Monarchs,  that  from  Time  to  Time  they  have  made 
fuch  prudent  Alterations  in^their  exterior  ConduS,  as  hath 
perfeSly  kept  up  that  Relation  between  the  Church  and  the  Court 
of  Rome,  upon  which  their  Authority  depends.  Thg^  bavc 
likewife  on  the  other  reduced  their  Family  Tendemefles  into 
a  kind  of  Syftem,  by  which  the  Nepotifm  of  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiffs has  been  in  many  Reigns  made  fubfervient  to  the  Intereft  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  the  Inclinations  of  Ac  Pope% 
who  thought  they  could  never  truft  their  AfFaira  in  fo  (afe 
Hands  for  themfdVes,  as  with  thofe  who  muft  be  confcious, 
that  their  Wealth,  their  Influence,  and  their  Power,  muft 
in  a  great  meafur^  determine  with  the  Life  of  him  from  Whom 
<hcy  were  received,  and  that  befides  they  muft  from  that  Mo- 
ment lie  open  to  the  ftri£left  Inquiries  poflible  into  their  paft 
Condud. 

One  may  with  great  Truth  and  Impartiality  venture-to 
aflert,  that  the  whole  Scheme  of  the  Romjh  Religion  is  admi- 
rably well  adjuftcd,  to  maintain  in  every  refpedl  the  Power  of 
the  fupreme  Head.  He  Fs  reputed  infallible  that  his  Decifions 
may  have  the  greater  Weight  j  the  Traditions  of  the  Church, 
lyhich  with  the  Members  of  it  pa(s  for  the  Rule  of  Faith , 
are  fubje(5t  to  his  Controul ;  all  religious  Dodrines  are  liable 
tohis  Cenfurej  the  Power  of  Abfolution,  even  in  thehigheft 
Cafes,  is  attributed  to  him ;  he  difpenfes  the  Treafures  of  the 
Church,  I  mean  Spiritual  Treafures,  fuch  as  Pardons  and 
Indulgences  \  he  grants  Difpeniations  qf  all  Kinds  ;  he  re^ 
gulates  Fafts  and  Feafts  at  his  Pleafure :  In  a  word,  being  re- 
puted the  Succeffor  of  St.  Peter^  and  the  vifible  Head  of  the 
Chriftian  Church,  he  has  Prerogatives  without  Bounds,  and 
without  Number  }  fo  that  it  is  no  furprizing  thing  at  all,  that 
fo  much  Power,  dire6led  by  fo  great  Policy,  fliould  be  able  to 
perform  fuch  mighty  Things,  and  to  prefcrve  itfelf  for  fo  many 
Age?. 

jBut  our  Draught  would  be  extremely  imperfcft,  if  we  did 
not  take  notice  of  the  fevcral  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men  fub- 
jeA  in  an  efpecial  Manner  to  the  Holy  See,  and  which  with- 
out any  great  Impropriety  in  the  Term,  may  be  ftiled  the 
Spiritual  Forces  of  his  Holinefs.  In  the  firft  Clafs  of  thefe 
.  ftand  the  Cardinahy  who  are  acknowledged  Princes  of  the 
Church,  and  pretend  to  be  next  in  Dignity  to  Croumed  H^ads* 
They  were  originally  no  more  than  the  Parifli  Pritfis  of 
Rotruy  and  their  Number   fometimes  greater,  fometimes  lels^ 
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but  new  ie  is  fixed  to  feventy-4:wo,  in  Allufion  to '  CSirUP^ 
Difciplos.  Heretofore  a  Cardinal  was  coiitent  to  be  ftiled  hJs 
Excellency^  but  now  they  aflume  Ac  Tith  of  Eminefue^  whicb 
vras  foi-mcrly  given  to  Princes,  and  thereupon  the  latter  took 
the  Title  of  Higbncfe..  The  Cardinals  are  of  all  Nations,  that 
the  Influence  aiifing  from  the  Hopes  of  this  Dignity  may  be  the 
more  extenfive  -y  the  Nomination  to  Hats  by  crowned  Heads  is 
a  new  Stroke  of  Roman  Policy,  which  heightens  the  Dependence 
upon  the  Holy  See^  while  it  feems  to  leflen  the  Papal  Authoiity. 
The  Majority,  however,  are  always  Italians^  to  prevent  the 
Throne  from  being  filled  by  a  Stranger,  and  it  is  provided  that 
in  all  Eledions  the  Perfons'chofen  (ball  have  the  Voices  of 
two  Thirds  of  thofe  who  enter  the  Condave,  that  there  may* 
never  be  a  ftrong  Fa£tion  againft  the  Pope,  amongft  rfie  Cai*- 
dinals,  which  might  be  attended  with  ill  ConiequenccSs.  AH 
the  fubqrdinate  Dignities  in  the  Church,  may  be  confidered  aa 
the  Nobility  in  the  Pope's  fpiritual  Empire. 

But  in  all  others,  fo  in  this,  the  Strength  of  the  Monarchy 
coniifts  in  the  Number  of  its  Subjects,  and  if  we  take  into  jOur 
View  the  fecular  and  regular  Clergy  in  die  Church  of  Rcme,  the 
former  bound  by  the  moft  iacced  Ties,  and  the  latter  not  by 
Vows  only,  but  by  their  Interefts,  to  the  Obedience  of  ipe 
Holy  See,  we  cannot  but  entertain  a  high  Idea  of  its  Power, 
fmce  long  a^o  it  was  the  Calculation  of  a  certain  Sovereign 
PomifF,  that  m  Etarope  he  had  three  hundred  tboufand  Pariih^^ 
and  fifty  thoufand  Convents  fuI^eA  to  his  Jurifdiflion.  The 
conftant  Refort  of  all  thefe  to  Ktm^  upon  different  Occafions, 
muft  c^rry  thither  annually  an  iinmenie  Treafure,  and  tho* 
Prelates  iometimes  complain  of  the  Expence  attending  their 
Bulby  yet  it  is  pbferved,  that  fince  the  Reformation  gave  them 
Apprehenfions  of  feeing  Ecdefiaftical  Eftates  feculaiized,  they 
have  been  lefs  frequent  in  their  Remonfirances,  and  chofe  rather 
to  f^t  down  under  thofe  kind  of  Burthens,  than  expofe  the  Value 
of  their  Preferments  to  all  the  World,  and  thereby  encourage 
that  Spirit  of  Envy  which  they  find  ftrong  enough  already, 
without  anyfuch  Inaucement. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  difcern,  that  nothing  has  been  negledled 
which  could  poiSbly  contribute  to  render  the  Foundations  of 
this  Monarchy  firm  ^d  ftrong.  That  moft  important  Truft 
of  educating  Youth  is  intirely  in  their  Hands,  who  are  devoted 
to  the  Service  of  the  Holy  See.  The  Jefuits  are  particularly 
famous  for  their  Application  in  this  refpeS ;  and  when  they  have 
received  the  firft  TinAure  of  Literature,  fuch  as  are  font  to 
i;p{npleat  dieix  Studies  at  the  Univ(;rfitie9  meet  with  the  fame 
^  Do^ine 
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Dextrine  and  Difcipline,  and  wha'tever  the  Science  be  to  which 
they  apply.  Veneration  for  the  Pope  is  a  Thing  fo  frequently 
infifted  upon,  and  fo  ftrongly  imprefled,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  they  (hould  ever  lofe  it  while  thev  remain  conftant  to 
their  Religion.  The  Offices  of  theChurcn,  by  which  I  mean 
Eccleiiaftical  Benefic&s  of  all  forts,  are  fo  numerous,  and  afford 
fuch  ample  Maintenance  and  fuch  agreeable  Profpeds  to  Men 
of  all  Ranks  and  Tempers,  in  conjunction  with  the  Canon  Law 
which  is  peculiar  to  this  Spiritual  Monarchy,  that  the  moft  ef- 
fedtual  Provifion  is  made  for  a  conftant  Succefiion  of  Perfons 
bound  to  fupport  that  Interefi,  which  is  the  Support  of  them- 
(elves  and  aU  their  Pretentions. 

As  thefe  are  bound  by  AfFedlion,  and  by  finding  their  own 
Account,  to  a  conftant  Submiffion,  fo  the  proper  Methods  have 
been  taken  for  fubjeding  the  Laicks  in  that  Church  alfo  to  Gich 
an  Obedience  as  they  cannot  well  break  through.  Amongft 
thefe  we  may  reckon  Auricular  Confeffion,  Mafles  for  the  Dead, 
the  Direction  of  Female  Confciences,  the  Opportunities  they 
have  of  working  upon  Perfons  in  their  dying  Moments,  and 
many  more.  So  that  judging  according  to  thofe  Rules  of  Pro- 
liability,  which  hold  in  other  Cafes,  there  is  no  great  Reafon  to 
exped  that  the  Papal  Authority  will  decline  much  more  than  it 
has  already  done ;  efpecially  if  fucceeding  Popes  imitate  the 
Moderation  of  their  immediate  Predeceflbrs,  and  endeavour  to 
maintain  themfclves  rather  bv  Addre&  than  by  the  Force  of 
Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  whicn  is  a  fort  of  Artillery  than  no 
longer  does  the  Execution  it  did  in  the  darker  Ages,  when  the 
little  Learning  there  was  remained  intirely  among  the  Prieib 
and  Monks. 

The  Reader  will  apprehend  this  more  clearly,  if  he  takes  a 
flioit  View  of  the  European  Powers  that  ftill  profeis  Obedience 
to  the  See  of  Rome.  In  Poland  the  Clergy  are  nulnerous,  and 
well  provided  for,  have  a  great  Share  of  Power  allotted  them  by 
the  Conftitution,  and  are  for  the  moft  compofed  of  the  younger 
Sons  of  the  Nobility.  In  Germany^  it  is  vifible  that  the  Popifh 
Religion  rather  prevails  than  declines,  and  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Ele^ors  and  other  Prelates  are  fo  formidable  a  Body  tn  the  Diet, 
as  not  to  be  apprehcnfive  of  any  future  Secularizations.  It  is 
befides  the  Intereft  of  feveral  great  Houfes  to  fupport  the  Church 
as  ic  is  now  conftituted,  on  the  fcore  of  the  Preferments  which 
are  in  a  manner  entailed  on  the  younger  Sons  of  their  Families, 
fo  as  not  only  to  aftbrd. them  noble  £ftabli(bments,  but  alfo  ren- 
der them  capable  of  fupporting  the.Head  of  their  Houfe,  inftead 
of  being  a  Burthen  upon  him,  as  would  be  the  Cafe  if  thefe 
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Dignities  were  fecularizcd.  The  hereditary  Countries  of  th« 
Houfe  of  Aujiria  remain  ftrifUy  attached  to  the  See  of  Rome. 
The  Galilean  Church  has  always  claimed  a  vkind  of  Freedom^ 
which  having  been  improved  by  the  Struggles  that  have  been 
heretofore  made  againft  them,  the  modern  Popes  have  wifely 
had  recourfe  to  another  Method,  which  feems  to  have  had  a  bet- 
ter EfFed  i  and  while  the  Courts  of  Rome  and  VerfailUs  agree, 
both  will  find  their  Account  in  the  reciprocal  Support  of  each 
other's  Power.  In  ^ain  and  Portugal  the  Papal  Authority  ftands 
upon  a  much  Aronger  Foundation,  as  appears  from  the  amazing 
Wealth  of  the  Clergy  in  the  former,  and  the  Joy  with  which 
the  Sovereign  of  the  latter  accepted  very  lately  from  the  Pope 
the  Title  of  Mojl  Faithful.  In  Italy  the  Influence  of  the  Pope 
extends  every  where ;  and  he  is  fo  able  to  make  either  his^  Fa* 
vour  or  Refentment  felt,  that  all  the  Princes  and  States  of  his 
Communion  find  It  their  Intereft  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with 
his  Holinefs,  and  as  none  underfiand  their  own  interefts  better, 
arp  like  to  continue  in  the  fame  Inclinations  received  from  their 
Anceflors  in  that  refpeft. 

It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  that  one  of  the  Maxims  of  the 
See  of  Rome  has  been  attaching  itfelf  to  the  fuperior  Intereft, 
and  always  courting  that  Power  moil  which  was  uppermoft  j  - 
and.  in  proof  of  this  much  has  and  may  be  faid  :  but  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Holy 
See  confifts  in  fupporting  the  Ballancb  of  Power,  becau4 
its  Influence  depends  chiefly  upon  an  Equality  among  the  Princes 
of  that  Communion :  and  if  any  of  thefe  fhould  gain  an  entire 
Afcendancy,  the  See  of  Rume  could  not  fail  of  feeling  the  firft 
EfFeds  of  it.  This  is  not  only  evident  from  Speculation,  but 
iiom  Experience  likewife.  When  the  Spaniards  were  in  the 
Zenith  of  their  Power,  the  Pope  felt  the  Weight  of  it.  And 
in  much  later  Times,  when  Lewis  XIV.  thought  himfelf  in  a 
Condition  to  give  Law  to  Europe^  his  profeifing  himfelf  the 
Eldeft  Son  of  the  Church  did  not  reftrain  him  from  treating  the 
Holy  Father  very  undutifuliy  ;  upon  which  the  wifeft  Proteflant 
Politicians  did  not  in  the  leafl  hefitate  at  giving  the  Article  for 
making  his  Holinefs  Satis6a6tion  a  place  in  the  Grand  Alliance. 
The  Truth  is,,  that  while  the  Court  of  Rome  continues  famous 
for  its  Policy,  for  which  it  is  like  to  continue  famous  as  long  as 
it  continues  at  all,  we  can  never  fufped  its  falling  from  this 
Maxim.  For  as  in  Decency  it  imports  the  Holy  Father  to  fliew 
an  equal  AiJedion  for  all  who  profefs  themfelves  his  Children, 
fo  it  is  his  Intereft  to  be  really  indifferent ;  and  tho'  fome  Cafes 
may  happen  that  require  a  temporary  Sufpenfion  of  that  Ap- 
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pearance^  ^^  ^ifc  Men  i^ill  not  be  deceived  by  the  ConduS  of 
Popes  under  fuch  Circumftances.  But  it  is  now  Tin^e  to  fpeak 
of  the  Tehiperal  Authority  which  the  Reman  Pontiff  enjpys  in 
confeq'uence  of  his  Dominions  in  Italy  and  etfewhere;  and  in 
treating  of  thefe  we  ftall  be  as  fuccind  as  the  Subject  will 
dlow. 

As  an  Italian  Prince,  the  Pope  would  be  very  powerful  if  the 
Number  and  Wealth  of  his  Subjefls  bore  any  Proportion  to  the 
Extent  of  his  Dominions,  which  lie  in  the  very  middle  of  Itafyj 
ind  go  quite  acrofs  from  the  Gulph  of  F^nice  to  the  Mediterra- 
ffean^  which  is  an  Advantage  that  (except  the  King  of  the  Two 
Sicilies)  no  other  Prince  in  that  Country  enjoys  but  himfelf. 
We  will  fpeak  of  the  feveral  Provinces  into  which  they  are  di- 
vided, or  rather  of  the  feveral  Territories  of  which  they  are 
compofed,  in  their  natural  Order,  beginning  with  the  Country 
fhat  lies  fertheft  to  the  North-Weft,  which  is  the  Duchy  of 
Ferrara.  This,  which  was  formerly  one  of  the  fineft  Princi- 
palities in  Itafyy  lies  ftretched  upon  the  Gulph  of  Venicej  the 
kiver  Po  running  through  it,  and  falling  there  into  the  Sea. 
The  Climate  was  formerly  good,  and  the  Soil  fruitful,  pro- 
ducing Corn,  Flax  and  Hemp,  and  other  valuable  Commodi^ 
ties,  which  made  the  Duke  rich  and  the  People  happy ;  but  now 
Things  are  quite  altered ;  for  the  Country  lying  low,  and  being 
thinly  inhabited,    the  Inundations  of  the  Po  have  rendered  a 

freat  Part  of  it  a  Morafs,  and  Ferrara^  from  beir^  one  of  the 
nt&  in  liafyy  now  fcarce  deferves  the  Name  of  a  City.  The 
Town  and  County  of  Comachio  is  no  better  than  a  Fifliing  Vil- 
lage, furrounded  by  unwholefome  Marfhes.  The  Bolognefe  is 
ftill  a  very  fine  Country,  and  retains  fomcthing  of  its  ancient 
Freedom :  The  Capital  is  ftiled  Bologna^  or  Bononia  the  Fat^ 
fVoni  the  Fertility  of  its  Territory  in  Corn,  Wine  and 
YHx  :  Fort  Urban^  which  ftands  ten  Miles  from  Bologna^  is 
a  Fortrefe  built  to  cover  the  Pope's  Frontier  on  tliis  Side: 
The  Bffhgnefe  is  an  Inland  Country,  but  as  it  lies  between  Tuf- 
cany  and  the  Duchy  of  Mantua^  the  Road  through  it  creates 
fome  little  Trade.  The  Country  of  Romagna  is  next,  it  lies 
upon  the  Gulph  of  Venice^  and  is  very  pleafant  and  fruitful,  wa- 
tered by  feveral  fine  Rivers,  and  enriched  by  its  Salt  Mines: 
The  CapitaPis  Ravenna  the  Old^  as  the  Italians  call  it,  and 
indeed  its  Appearance  fpeaks  it  fo,  for  it  is  now  fallen  very 
^uch  to  Decay.  The  Duchy  of  Urbino  lies  alfo  upon  the 
Venetian  Gulph,  and  though  it  was  formerly  reckoned  a  fine 
Country  when  under  Princes  of  its  own,  there  is  nothing  morq 
certain  than  tbat  the  Air  is  very  unwholefome,  and  the  Soil 
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extremely  barren  5  the  bed  Place  now  is  'Pefar^  on  the  Coaft  of 
the  Jdriatlcky  from  whence  it  enjoys  fome  Trade,  and  is  tole- 
rably well  built.  The  Marquifate  of  Ancona  lies  alfo  on  the 
feme  Gulph  j  the  City  from  whence  it  receives  its  Name  was 
formerly  famous  for  its  Port,  now  in  a  very  low  and  poor  Con- 
dition ;  but  l^rettOy  which  ftands  about  ten  Miles  from  it,  is 
famous  for  its  Riches  acquired  "by  the  worft  fort  of  Trade. 

The  Territory  of  Citta  de  Cajiello  is  fmall,  and  derives  its 
Name  from  that  Place  which  ftands  on  the  River  Tiber^  and  is 
pleafant  and  well  built.  The  PeruAano  lies  next,  and  abounds 
with  excellent  Wine  and  very  good  Com.  The  Capital  is  P#- 
r«/&,  enriched  by  its  famous  Lake  well  ftored  with  excellent 
Fi(h.  The  OrvUtano  lies  next,  fo  called  from  its  Capital  Oroieto^ 
a  fmall  but  beautiful  Country,  rich  in  Corn  and  Wine,  and  en^ 
J6ying  the  beft  Air  in  the  Pope's  Dominions.  Adjoining  to  this 
Province  lies  the  Duchy  of  Cajlro^  belonging  formerly  to  the 
Dukes  of  Parma  and  Placentia^  but  rejoined  to  the  Holy  See 
partly  by  Ufury,  and  partly  by  Violence  :  The  Pope's  Pofleffion 
was  quieted  by  a  Treaty  with  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  in  1724, 
but  it  is  poflible  the  old  Titk  to  it  derived  from  the  Dukes  of 
Parma^  on  a  favourable  Occafion  may  yet  be  revived. 

The  Patrimony  of  St.  Peter  lies  on  the  Mediterranean^  aild 
is  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Wine,  and  famous  alfo  for  its  AUom 
Mines :  The  Capital  of  it  is  ViUrhoy  anciently  a  fine  Place,  now 
Tittle  better  than  a  Heap  of  Ruins :  PortOy  formerly  (as  its  Name 
fignifies)  a  noble  Haven,  now  capable  only  of  receiving  Barks  : 
But  Chita  VecclAa  has  ftill  a  fine  Port,  and  would  be  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Place,  if  the  Unwholefomenefs  of  its  Air  did  not  render 
it  thinly  peopled,  and  the  Lazinefs  of  thofe  People  who  dwell  in 
it  did  not  contribute  to  the  Unwholefomenefs  of  the  Air  by  leav- 
ing their  Country  uncuhivated.  JJmbria^  or  the  Duchy  of  S^- 
leto^  is  a  Country  well  watered,  and  much  diverfified  in  its  Ap-. 
pearance,  in  fome  Parts  mountainous,  in  others  marfliy,  but  in- 
termixed with  Plains  fruitful  in  Corn,  Wine,  Oil  and  Fruits : 
The  Capital  is  Spoleto^  and  there  are  fome  other  good  Towns  in 
this  Country,  which  is  owing  to  a  little  Trade  ftirring  there. 
The  Province  of  Sabinay  which  takes  its  Name  from  the  SabineSy 
is  fmall,  but  very  fruitful  and  pleafent.  The  Country  about 
Ronuy  called  Campagna  di  Roma,  would  be  wholefome  and  fruit-^ 
ful  if  w^ll  cultivated,  but  at  prefent  it  is  neither,  efpeciaify  in 
fome  Seafons  of  the  Year,  when  that  Capital  becomes  a  kind  of 
Defart,  being  alike  abandoned  by  Strangers  and  its  beft  Inhabi- 
tants, for  the  /ake  of  enjoying  a  purer  Climate. 

The 
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The  whole  Dominions  of  the  Holy  See  that  lie  thus  all  toge« 
ther,  and  compofe  what  the  Italians  Cdll  Stato  delta  Chiefa^  are 
bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Territories  of  the  State  of  f^mice 
and  the'^z/r/<i//V^Sea,^on  the  Eaft  by  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^ 
on'  the  South  by  the  Mediterranean^  and  on  the  Weft  by  the 
Dominions  of  the  Great  Duke  and  the  Duchies  of  Modena^ 
Mirandola^  and  Mantua,  The  greateft  Length  of  this  Country^ 
computed  from  FrancoUno  in  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara  to  Terracina 
in  Campagna  di  Rorna^  which  is  in  a  Line  from  Noith-£^  to 
South- Weft,  may  be  about  two  hundred  and  forty  Italian  Miles  ; 
as  to  the  Breadtn,  from  Civita  Fecchia  in  the  Patrimony  of  St. 
Peter  to  Ancona^  it  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  but 
in  many  other  Places  it  is  not  near  fo  broad.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  Advantage  of  its^Situation,  from  which  tho' 
the  Pope  derives  no  great  Benefit,  yet  ought  it  to  be  confidered 
as  a  Point  of  very  great  Confcquence  in  treating  of  the  Impor- 
tance of  his  Countries.  Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  alErmed, 
that  after  the  two  crownM  Heads,  the  Pope  is  the  moft  confi- 
derable  Power  in  Italy  in  point  of  Dominions,  and  might  be  in 
every  other  refpedt,  if  any  thing  like  the  fame  Policy  was  dif- 
coverable  in  the  Conduct  of  his  Temporal  Eftatcs  that  is  (hewn 
in  the  Management  of  his  Spiritual  Authority.  As  it  is,  his 
Subjects  arc  the  hardeft  ufed,  and  yet  his  Revenue  is  below  that 
of  any  other  Prince,  the  Extent  of  his  Territories  confidered  ; 
for  it  has  never  been  computed  at  above  two  Millions  of  Roman 
Crowns,  whereas  Tufcanyy  that  is  not  half  as  big,  produces 
twice  as  much  to  the  Grand  Duke.  His  regular  Troops  arc 
now  only  fit  for  Show,  hardly  any  of  his  Fortreflcs  in  a  State 
of  Defence,  and  tho'  the  Gazettes  fometimes  mention  the  Pope's 
Gallies,  his  naval  Power  is  vtry  inconfiderable.  We  muft  how- 
ever in  Juftice  to  fome  of  the  laft  Popes  allow,  that  they  have 
endeavoured  to  correal  the  Errors  of  their  Predeceilbrs,  and  that 
tiieir  Subjects  have  lived  much  eafier  under  them  \  but  then  the(e 
Amendments  have  extended  no  farther  than  to  keep  Things 
from  growing  worfe,  and  much  more  muft  be  done  before  they 
can  be  expefted  to  grow  better. 

Befides  thefe  the  Pope  has  other  Dominions,  as  well  in 
Italy  as  elfewhere.  The  Kingdom  of  Naples  is  held  from  him 
by  an  annual  Tribute.  The  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Pla* 
centia  were  Part  of  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church,  but  by  the 
famous  Quadruple  Allitince,  they  ^xt  declared  to  be  Fiefs  of 
the  Empire,  and  are  like  to  be  confidered  in  that  Light  for  the 
future.     The  Principality  of  Majferan^  belonging  formerly  to 
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the  Family  of  FiippUy  and  ^t  prefent  to  the  King  of  Sqrdima^  is 
held  in  like  manner  from  the  Pope.  Other' Dominions  he  has 
lii  Pofleffion,  which  are  held  from  other  Princes,  fuch  as  the 
Territory  of  B*nev$M9  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  the  Archbifliop 
al  v^ich  Is  the  fecond  Eccleft^fttcal  Dieni^y  in  that  Kingdom,; 
:ind  the  County  of  Avignon^  m  die  SouSi  of  Frmce^  m  which,' 
while  they  were  depri?^  of  Rmu^  the  Popes  themfelves  refided, 
who  ftill  govern  it  by  a  Vice-Legate,  and  this  in  evefy  refpeft 
it  a  very  confiderable  Acquifition,  of  which  the  Popes  are  par* 
ticularly  tender,  and  which  is  the  only  Part  of  their  Pofleffions 
obtained  in  the  way  of  a  fiiir  Purchm. 

After  having  thus  fairly  and  dearly  ftated  the  juft  Extent  of 
die  Papal  Dominions,  and  the  Nature  of  their  Government, 
Ifirhich  is  truly  defpddc,  the  Reader  will  eafily  (ee,  that  as  an 
ItaUnn  Prince^  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  is  obliged'  to  kxtp  gneat 
Meafures  with  moft  of  his  Neighbours.  The  King  ofthe  Ttci^ 
KciEesy  tho*  he  ieori Jideis  him  as  his  Subje£i,  in  nevefthelefi  a 
very  powerful  Prince;  and  as  we  have  lately  fefn  by  his  Uock-^ 
ing  up  BtmvifOo^  not  at  all  afraid  of  refentingany  Injury  that 
hi^y  be  done  him  by  the  Court  of  R»nu,  The  Grand  Dtdce 
^Kras  alfo  to  be  managed  for  many  Reafons  $  and  tho'  the  Dukes 
of  Purma  and  Mo£m  were  never  formidable  from  tteir  own 
Power,  yet  they  feldom  Wanted  icMiie  very  puiflant  Ph)te£ton 
Widi  the  RepubKck  df  Venice  the  Popes  have  generally  ^)eaking 
endeavoured  to  live  well,  and  when  at  any  time  they  have  de- 
parted from  this  fidutary  Maxim,  Experience  has  quiddy  taught 
them  to  recuf  to  it  for  their  own  Safetv.  They  have  always  kept 
fair  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  or  at  leaft  endeavoured  it,  as  know- 
ing that  he  held  diePailaees  into  bidfi  neither  have  they  often 
dimred  with  the  Republioc  <^  Getua.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Princes  and  States  of  Ital^  having  more  frequent  Occafion  than 
ether  Potentates  to  folliat  Favours  from  his  Holinds,  in  tem- 
poral as  well  as  fpiritual  Concerns,  have  very  fddom  been  want- 
ing in  Teftimonies  of  Duty  aiui  Refped,  and  this  dio'  they  have 
fometimes  had  Jealoufies  of  the  perfonal  ConduA  of  particular 
Popes. 

As  a  temporal  Prinoe,  every  wife  Pope  confiders  the  Bal* 
lance  of  Italy  as  his  moft  important  Concern,  and  therefore 
labours  as  far  as  in  his  Power  lies,  to  preferve  the  Tranqui- 
lity of  that  Country,  and  to  provide  as  much  as  may  be  a- 
raiinft  a  Revolution,  becaufe  he  is  fore  that  in  dme  of  War 
his  Countries  muft  fuller,  and  he  is  very  hx  from  being  fiire^ 
confiderins  the  many  Flaws  in  the  Titles  by  which  he  holds 
many  of  Aem^  that  fome  part  or  other  will  not  betalren  from 
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him.  BeCdes^  nothing  txpotes  his  Weaknds  fo  oiuch  to  the 
World,  asli  War  in  ^a^,>wfaen:he  is  o&en  ^bk  to  ^P  but  little. 
b^  Intreatf,  ai\d  always  incapable  of  doiAff  zny  thing  by 
Force.  IJpoiQ  the&Princi^es  the  Popes  eniUavoiu;  to  keqpi. 
all  the.  ir#/r>ii  Princes  in  a  Scafectrof  £qUali^..as  ifpauch  as  pof- 
iible»  and  are  alio  very  ajLtentiye  to.preve;)t  ^ithef  :tlie  Houfe^itf/ 
Auftria^  or.thefloufeof  Bowrhon^  from  gain ing.lbe  Afcendancy. 
there,  w^ch  ti%y  beifatal  to  the  Iiylependency  of  ptber  Powers, 
and  copfeq»#ftfrtiy.  deftrv^aive^  of  the  Popc'$  l^i^ueoce,  which 
thereupon  entirely  depends*  .  Tke.  fame  M^ip  fpveros  the. 
Canjinalftrin.rfhelChoict:  of  a.Pope,.fo  that-thfy  not  only 
avoid  Reding  T^.  Subje<9:  of  eitbes  of  thofe  pow^ul  Houfes^ 
pi|t  ure.  likew}fo  Very  dEtutioUs  in  raifing  to  the  Papal  Throne 
any  CardiM  who  has.ih^y^  hirafelf  waitn  i^  pitcher  of  their 
ioterefts..        . ,,       »  -:  ;n    • 

.  The!  Pope,  is.  jeaIoU3  and 'airaid,  not  .witboMt  good  Reaibn^ 
of  th^  ^^JU  4nd  of  the  pyratical  States  of  Batbtry^  his  Coaifts 
•being  y^t^  liable  to  JDNefcentis  fsom  tha  one,  and  to  Infults 
•ifflom  !^  iodier.  It  baS'  iWeed  been  fuggefied;  that  froni.a 
refine^ ^;9troke;  in  Politic?,  tbe-Qovmries.ie^ited  oa  the  Gulpb 
M  VHH^  md.oa  xheAdlg4iterr^n^an  have  been  fufFered  to  lie 
,waftAo-Ati<i:  u0Cultivated,M:.tbaC  .(be  Unvmh^efomfneis  c^  th^ 
Ai^.,  a^diihe  Poverty^.the  inhabitants,  .Bright  ta]|;e  rawajr 
all  Tifv^pWi^ns  from.  911  Enemy  that  ovght  otherwife  pnov^ 
irreM^i^le/  ^f  one  couU/ittw^e  ^y  Tru;^  in  this,  itmuil 

5ive,  a',ftmnge,  Idea  tof  .bis.  Holineis's  CoMnjcils  &.  but  as .  the 
iftfii^#^have  been  always  efbe^iped  {uh6l^  Politicians,,  fo  there 
have  -never,  beea  v^ant^f^  a  certain  Claf$  ^^  JVVriters,  willing 
to  attribute  the  grici&ft  .Miftjikjes  in  Goyernm^t  to  fomp 
,  myftefiipus  :Df£gn  far  ^bove  the  Reach  ,q(  ordinary  Capaci- 
ties; which  jn  i^lnif £^tijh  i»  refining,  to:  a  Degree  that  is 
palpably  iridiiluloits^  .  B^%[  pfter  all,  tb^e.real  Source  of  the 
ftrange Coridu<^  ifi  the.Ad.maiftration  o£  civil  Afllairs  in  the 
Dominioija  of  the  Chwidl».;^  .the  Mnovf^  Confequcnce  of  In- 
duftry.  Wealth  and  Commerce,  which  is  Freedom  of  Thought, 
iuid  a!j>ib0-ty  io  a£li<ig,V  ^riniciples  that;':^re  not  at  all  com- 
patible'^t>tb  that  kinil  pf  •  Sovereignty ;  and  this  alone  very 
.  fully  accounts  for  that  ptberwlfe  furprizing.Oppofition  between 
.  the  Dexterity  with  which- every  thing,  relating  to  the  Jpi"- 
tuiil  Monarchy  is  managed,  and  that  negligent  Stiffheft 
which  appears  fo  o^^ife^y  in  the  Dird^ion  of  civil  Af- 
fairs. ,       '  , 

Tbe  }^ea<}er.  ^ay  ^|t>hably  wonder  at  finding  thefe  Italum 
Stiites  fo  fully  and  particu||uijr  defcribcd,  and  therefore  it  may 
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Jot., be  amifs.  tQ  gjve  the  true  Reafon  of  thi^t  Attcntioo  in  tbis, 
)ace,  which  Is,  that  new  bifpiites  in  Italy.,  hjayjtl  all  ProbaM-^'"' 
\\\y  citate  the  nfext  gcnefal  ^ir  in  Europe ;  dri  which  as  it  is' 
iiot  Wall  impoffible  that  we  may.  have  pur  E^e,  fo  it  fecttis  to;be' 
very  reafonible  thar  we  fhoUldf  be  able  to  form  fottid  Notion" 'of* 
the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,*  and  of  the  Situation  of  Places  in  thit* 
Country,  .that  at  the.  Beginijii^g  will  be,  in  all  Appearanfce,  * 
the  Theatre  of  the  War,  We  have  alr^adj'  'f<^en  how  die 
-^^rm^j  Dominions  arfe  'ftated,  ho^  tbc^  Terfjtoirics  of 'thcr^ 
buke  pf  M'cdena  are  blocked  ^^\  h^  the  P6^,'  whatfine  CoaA^'* 
tries  belong  to  the  Holy  See,-  arid  now  far  he  is;  from  makShg* 
the  beft  ufe  of  them.  We'  will  next  apply  oiir  T^hopghts  to  the* 
f)Iid  Eftabljfliments    that   have  been  made'fince * ihi  Peace* 

of  Utrecht  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  x^  Bourbon.''    •  •  '  -  f 

"'      ••      •        •     .     ••  ■  .      • ,:  .-     ,: ,    .  -ral 

''   '  W;.'/    s  ten:.  v!:;v-i'..  •  ''•"  ' 

^be  l^retenjmi  and  ^J^omimons  ofrthe,  Houfe/,oj^ 

WE  have  heretofore  n>entloned  this  Subje<a  occafion* 
ally^  in.  order  fo  explain  other  Matters  which  we -were, 
treating:;.' but  we*  wiirnovy  "take  the  .Opportunity  of  goinjg! 
to'. the  Bottom*  of  it,  and  of  ffating  the  Rife  and  Progr^  b£ 
that  Eftablifliment,  which  has  chiefly  occupied,  the  Attention- 
of  tfic  European  Powers  fihce  the  Conclufipn  of  the  laft  gcnleraT 
Peace,  at  Utrecht.  By  that  Treaty  the  E(npQroj-*  was'  p^utjn 
Poffdjipn  of  the  Dominions  pf  the  Houfe  of  'Auftrta  in  It'aly^ 
and  It  was" thought,  this  Difpofition  had  fecured  the  Ballance  oF 
l*ower  in  Europey  in  fpite  of  ainrioft  all  Events.'  But  it  very, 
often  ^happens,  that  when  Politicians  have  fome  one  great  and 
important  OWeft  in  View,  they  riegleft  or  pafs  bv  unobferved 
Ivhat  merits  their  Attention ;  fo  in  this  Caje,  the  jLare  they  had 
of  the  Ballance  of  Europe  made  them  intirely  forget  the  BaUance 
of  Italy^  which  was  abfolutely  overturned  by  this  very  Settle- 
inenu 

.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  Sicily  was  given  to  the  Diike  of  Savoy  i 
but  as  this  proceeded  from  the  pure  AfFeilioh  of  Queen  Ann^ 
fo  the  giving  him  that  Kingdom  was  not  attended  with  fuch 
an  Augmentation  of  Power  as  might  enable  him  to  keep  it;;  for 
at  this  time,  the  Emperor  was  not  only  Matter  of  great  Domi* 
nions  in,  but  to  fpcak  truly,   was  Matter  of  all  Italy.    He 
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K^d  die  Kingdom  of  Na^s  and  the  Duchy  of  Mikuy  togedicr 
with  tbe  Ifland  oS^Sardiniay  as^his  hereditaiy  Coimtriesi  die 
Duchy  of  Man^  be  kept  aslui  efcheated^ief ;  and  in  >drtue 
df  his  Imperial  JDignlty^  he  had,  or  claimdl»  fiich  Rights  over 
Ae  Italian  Princes  and  States,  as  gave  moft  of  them  iimnite  and 
intolerable  Uneafmels. 

.  fiefore  the.  Death  qf  Lewis  ^tlV.  they  had  entered  into  feme 
fpcict  Negotiations  with  the  Court  of  Tratuii  for  it  was  evi« 
dbnt  enowi  that  the  Houfe  of  Biurhw  only  could  afford  them 
the  Pfoteftion  d)ey  waited;  and  unon  the  Death  of  the  Queen 
cf  Spain^  the  Marriage  of  Philip  V.  with  the  Heireft  of  the 
Homes  of  Farmfi  and  MeScis^  wrt  thenx  no  (mall  Hopes  of 
leeing  a  Turn  in  their  Favour.  Sy  this  one  fees  how  ul  the 
Imperial  Minifters  took  their  Meafares,  who  beginning  early 
to  tet  finth  the  Qaims  of  the  Head  of  the  Empire  on  the  ItalioK 
Fieb,  petfuaded  the  Politicians  on  that  Side  the  J^s^  there 
wanted  only  a  fiur  Opportunity  to  deprive  them  all  by  Degrees 
«f  their  Territories,  as  has  been  the  Fiite  aheady  of  the  IXikcs 
cf  Jlitantw  and  Aairandola.  This  cohverted  them  at  onoe$  i^ 
that  now  they  were  9s  defu'ous  of  recalling  the  Spaniards  as  diey 
cvier  were  to  fee  diem  expelled. 

His  CathoUck  Majdtjr  had  two  very  diiferent  laterefts  in 
Italy  i  one  founded  on  me  Pretentions,  which  as  Succeflbr  to 
dbe.tioufe  of  ju/lria^  he  had  on  the  Kingdom  of  NapUs  and 
Sidfy^  and  the  Duchy  ot  Mitan^  which  he  had  itnoonced  by 
force;  and  another  in  ^.igbt  of  his  Queen,  his  Iflue  by  bar 
leeing;  intituled  to  the  Succduon  of  Parma^  Placertfiay  and  Tstf-^ 
^ottf.  The  £mperor  was  Jealous  of  both  ^befe  Rights,  and  was 
very  earneft  with  his  Allies  to  nrovide  asainft  thetn ;  which 
Ikiight  have  been  v^ry  effeduallv  don^  the  Pope  having  a  Oaim 
tb  the'  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Ptatentia^  and  his  Imperial  Ma* 
^fty  at  leaft  a  Colour  of  Right  to  dlfeofe  of  the  Qranri  Duchjr  of 
lufiany^  upon  the  failing  of  uieMale  Lfneof  theRoife  oSMmds. 
\  The  Quadruple  Alliance,  ho^^ever,  was  concluded  foon  after» 
ivith  a  View  to  remedy  the  pefe61s  of  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht 
and  Baden  I  but  the  Regent  at  France  could  not  be  brought  into 
that  Alliance,  without  ftipulating  in  favour  of  his  Qachdick 
Majefly  the  eventual  Succeffion  of  Parma  and  Plaesntia^  by 
which  there  was  a  formal  Decifion  ^ainft  the  Rights  of  tKe 
Pope,  and  in  Favour  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Emperor;  but 
then  the  hitter  were  only  acknowledged,  to  fupport  his  Power,  in 
giving  thefe  Duchies  away.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  die  Pro- 
teflant  Powers  interefted  in  that  Alliance,  a£^ed  very  confiftent- 
)y,  becaufe  they  deny  all  the  Claims  of  the  Pope,  but  the  fame 
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tautnotb^  bid  of  the  Catholick  Princes ;  jret  thii  was  afterwardi 
fbleninly  confinned  bv  Cardinal  Pkmj :  fo  much  ftronger  with 
politicians  is  Inureft  tnan  PrinctpU. 

The  Emperofy  without  doubL  forelaw  aD  thelnconveniendea 
that  would  attend  this  Cbnceffion;  but  the  immediate  Advan« 
tages  which  he  derived  &om  that  Alliance,  by  die  Exchange  of 
Sar£ma  for  Stcifyy  induced  him  to  confent  to  it,  though  it  ia^ 
verv  certain  that  he  did  it  with  Rehidance,  and  diat  he  exy 
poftulated  the  Point  with  his  Allies  to  the  utmoft.  It  is  alfo 
very  likely,  that  die  SucccQIon  to  Parma  and  Ptaantia  being 
eventual  oidy,  and  attended  with  many  Contingencies,  was  what 
chiefly  prevailed  upon  the  Britijh  Muiifters  to  00  ib  readily  inta 
this  Scheme.  It  looked  as  if  they  had  judeed  right  upon  the 
Death  of  Francis  Duke  of  Parma^^  Unde  to  tne  Queen  Dk>wafl;er 
of  Spain ',  for  his  Brother  Jntmo  Parnift  no  iboner  fucceeded 
to  the  Duchy,  than,  contrary  to  every  body's  £xpe£tation,  he 
married  the  Princefs  Henrietta  of  Modma^  by  whom  if  he  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  any  liTue,  the  Succeffion '  of 
the  King  of  Spain'^  Children  by  his  fecond  Maniage  had  beat 
defeated,  and  this  Duke's  Defcendents  would  have  been  die 
Heirs,  not'  only  of  bis  Dominions,  but  alfo  of  thofe  of  the 
Gr^nd  Duke. 

But  he  d}ririg  in  January  1 731,  .without  Iflue,  dielnfimtDon 
Carl$Sy  in  virtue  of  a  Multitude  of  Treaties,  whidi  having  been 
mentioned  in.  their  proper  Places  need  not  be  repeated  herey 
became  intituled  to  that  Succeffion,  and  according  to  the  Stipu- 
lations in  the  Treaty  of  SruilUj  was  aAually  put  into  the  peace-* 
able  Pofleffion  of  Parma  s  and  in  Confequence  of  a  Negotiatioii 
with  JeHmGaJim^  the  laft  Duke  of  Tufcanj^  was  by  him  alf6 
acknowledged  for  the  Heir  Apparent^  and  had  the  Tide  cX  Grand 
Prince^  It  was  now  thought  that  die  Views  oi  Spain  were  in- 
tirely  accomplUhedy  and  diat  both  the  King  and  the  Queen 
wotud  be  content  with  feeing  their  Son  fo  amply  provided  for» 
and  his  Pofleffions  fo  well  fecured  to  him  as  they  were  by  fevend 
Treaties.  The  ItaUan  Princes  alfo  were  very  wdl  &tisfied^ 
becaufe  thcnr  were  at  length  fure  of  Support  in  cafe  they  entered 
into  any  Alliance  amongft  themfclves,  to  fet  Bounds  to  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Jufiria  in  that  Part  of  the  Worid,  which 
was  all  they  wiflicd. 

But  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  'occaiioned  by  the 
Death  of  the  late  King  of  PfArn^  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  Italy 
intirely  changed,  and  his  Catholick  Majeft^  having  aheady  ob« 
tained  all  that  he  could  pretend  to  in  Right  of  his  Queen, 
hcffiXk  to  revive  the  Claims  which  he  had  renounced  in  Rij^t  of 
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Ws  Crown,.$?icl  in  tji^  Month  of  March  J 734,  tW  Infant  I^on 
Carlos  having  penetrated  through  the  EcclefiafticaJ  Dominions, 
MnvoA.With?!,  j^ffonifi  Army,  conjmandcd  under  him  by  the" 
Count  de  Afontemnyon  the  I'rbmiers  of  the  Kirfgdpm  of  Naples^ 
The  Count  de.irifiofiti  was  at  that  Time  V'iceroy  0|f  the  King- 
ton;! for  the*  tmpgcoE  Charles ^1,  aqd  had  the  Misfortune  to  fuc- 
Cped  his  Prgdeceflor  in  the  generalHaired  of  the  People,  who  re- 
volted almoft  .un^lpioufty  as  foon  -^ iht  Spaniards^nttxtA  their 
Cguiury  j  upoi^  which  xhe  Viprp'y  quitted  Napies\  ^ft6r  jplunder-; 
ipg  all  the  Maunts/of  Piety  j  Funds,  which  had  heed  accounted 
i^red  in  all  forpj^f  RevplutionsV  The  only  Citieij  that  were  in 
a  GoadUion •  to^ niake JElefiftance,were  thofe  of  G(ieta  and  Capua^ 
and  in  thc{&  there  were  pretty. gooH^Garrifons.  The  Imperial 
Troops  tliat^.kept  the  Field  were  about  nine  thoufand  Men,  and 
they  retirijtj  tq  a  yery  jftrong  re;trei?qhed  Camp,  under  the  littlq 
Town  of  ^itoraoj  where  they  were  attacked  and  forced  by  the 
Cpunt  de  MonUnmr^  'who  gained  the  moft  fignal  Viftory  record- 
^  in.thc^/c^o^W  HiltoryV  for  which  he  was  defervedly  re- 
iTO^dcd  with  thl?. Title  .of  Duke, of  Bitonto  j  which  however  I 
do,  not  £ncl  tha^  he  ufed,  but  was  afterwards  filled  in  Spain  and 
by  Foreigners,  Duke  de  Moniemar,  * 

,Thc  Infant*  Don  Carhs  D,ukc  of  Parma  and  Placeniia^  and 
Hereditary  Gf^nd ,  Prince  of  TuUahyy  as  hitherto  ftiled  by  this 
Revolution,  bpcanie  King  of  the  Tvio  Sicilies^  in  virtue  of  the 
Ceffion  rp^e.  tohim  of  his  Father's  Rights  ;  which  Rights 
however  he  had  renounced  over  and  over,  in  Favour  of  the  then 
^(nperor.  Having  fo  good  a  Tide,  hev^as  pleaied  to  conftitute 
the  Duke.^  Montemar  the  Year  following  Viceroy  of  Sicify^ 
who  made  ^  Conqueft  of  that  Ifland  in  as  Aort  a  Time  as  of 
the  Kingdom  of  f^apUsf  if  indeed  it  could  be  called  a  Conqueft, 
where  the  Pepple  rofe  in  every  Province  to  favour  his  Expedi* 
jion,  ts  having  been  always  fond  of  a  56tfw^  Government  in  the 
fame  Prop9rti9a  that  they  hated  that  or  the  Germans.  Opon  this 
Don  Carlof  went  over  thi^heri  made  his  publick  Entry  into  Me/^ 

^frna  with  all  the  Magnificence  imaginable,  and  after  having  done 
the  fame  at  Palemuy  where  he  was  crowned,  he  returned  to  Naples, 
which  was  .t9.be  the  Place  of  his  Refidence. 

Bv  the  Revolution  in  thefe  two  Kingdoips,  and  by  the  other 
Loflcs  which  the  Emperor  had  fuftain^d  in  Italy^  where  he  had 
HQthingnow  left  but  the  City  of  Mantua,  the  Ballance  was  again 

.altered,  s^nd  th^  Italian  Princes  had  then  as  much  to  fear  from 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  as  they  apprehended  a  vefv  few.  Years  be- 
fore frorfl  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,     But  things  dia  not  long  wear 

ttbis  Face.     France  was  refolded  to  get  out  of  the  War,  and  to 

get 
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get  fomethingTor  going  int(>  it ;  ^foe  cbinpromifed  Matters  there- 
fere  with  tfie£mpBh>r  at  theExpence  of  her  AHiei.;  vlnllead  cl 
the  Duchjv  of  Milan,  the  King  of  Sardinia  was  forced  to  be 
leontent  with  two  verjr  fmall  Difttifh^  tho'  the  Emperor  would 
'have  given  him  three.  The  Duchies  of  Ptfrmo^- and  PkcaOia 
were  beftowed  upon  his  Imperial  Majefty,  as  an.  Equivalent  far 
the  Two  SiciUiSj  which  was  rather  a  worfe  Equivalent  thaii  had 
been  given  th^  Houfe  of  5^^: by  the  Quadruple  Alliance. 

As  for  the  eventual  Succeffion  to  Tufcai^y  it  was  given  to  the 
Duke  of  Lorraifij  according  to  ,the  old  Plan  of  France^  which 
•many  Years  before  had  offered  to  exchange  it  for  the  Duchy  of 
'Milan.    By  this  Treaty  of  Peace, /to  which  Don  Carbs  wa« 
« obliged  to  accede  in  Dicemier  ly ^6^  the  Dominions  of  the 
'Houfe  of  Bdurbm  were  reduced,  too  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two 
Sitiliesy  and  the  Fbrtrefles  onuthe  Coaft  xiTufcosy. 
;    All  the  World  knows  how  much  the  Court  of  Madrid  was 
'  difpleafed.with  this  IXftribution  of  Things,  and  how  foon  tbe 
Queen  ofSpai^  began  to  revive  her  Pretenfions  to  her  heredi-  ' 
tary  Dominions  in  Favour,  of .  her  fecond  Son  the  Infant  Don 
Philip,    Jt.was  to  pacify  'her^  and  to  give  a  kind  of  Sequrity, 
'  that  on  the  firft  proper  Occaiion,  France  would  affift  in  obtaining 
her  new  Demand,  however  unjuil  and  unreafonable ;  that  •  a 
.  Princels  of  France  was  given  to  Don  Philips  which  the  Cardi- 
.  nal  de  Fleury  hoped  would  have  quieted  Things  for  his  Time, 
'  as  in  dl  Probability  it  woidd,  if  the  fudden  Death  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  VI.  had  not  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  paci^c 

•  Syflem;  I  mean  by  this,  that  it  jput  an  End  to  all  his  Expedi- 
ents, and  forced  him  much.agfiinft  his  Inclinations  upon  a  n^ 
^  War,  for  which  he  feemed  to  have  provided,  but  was  really  in 

i  hopes  that  fome  lucky  Event  would.have  afforded. hifii  the  Means 
of  difengaging  himfelf  from  the  Meafures  he  entored  into  ibr 
tbe^Sake  of  gratifying  the  Court  <£  Madrid^  or  rather  the  Am- 

<  bition  of  the  Queen  of  Spain* :      ' '  i 

The  Confoquences  attending  thefc  Meafure^,  togethier  with 
the  Progrefs  of  the  laft  War  in  Italy^  have  been  fo  often  and 

•  fo  fully  confidered  in  other  Pans  of  this  Wprk,  that  there  is 
no  need  ofirumiing  them  over  again  here;  and  therefore  it 
(hall  fuffice  in  this  Chapter  to  t3ce  notice  of  the  EfFe£l*.of 
this  War  with  refpeft  to  the  King  of  the  Two  Sieiliis^  as  in  the 
next  Chapter  weftiall  fliew  the  Nature  and  Value  of  that  Efla* 
blifhment,  which  by  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  was  flipu- 
lated  in  Favour  of  the  RoyalJnfant  Don  Philips  tn  whofe  Ca^fe 
perhaps  more  Men  have  bled,  than  there  are  living  Souls  in  thofe 

•  Tcmtories,  which  have  been  at  lafl  given  up  to  him.     Thefe 
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RaxmkawiHcompieadyanfwer  our  Intention,  and  cadiibit  a 

concHe,  but  at  the  iame  time  a  clear  Account  of  the  haUan  Ter- 
ritories in  t^e  Hands  of  the  Houie  of  Bourbon^  fo  as  perfectly  to 
comprehend :  not  only  the  Acceflions  made  to  them  in  the  turo 
laft  Wars,  but  alfo  the  prefent  ProfpeA  of  Things  in  that  Part 
oftheWorM,  and  the  l>uigcr  there  is  that  even  in^our  Tioics 
the  prefent  definitive  Difpoution  of  Property  may  be  aeain  vio- 
lated",  upon  Pretences  as  idle  and  trifling  as  gave  Birth  to  that 
War  which  ended  but  the  other  Day- 

His  Majefty  of  the  Two-  SicUies  feeihed  at  firft  difpofed  to 
embrace  a  Neutrality,  but  when  it  was  judged  that  Afiaks 
were  ripe  enough,  he  declared  faimfelf,  at  leaA  oy  liis  A^ons, 
'•a  Party.  This  Conduit  of  his^  however,  did'  not  turn  at  all 
Co  his  Advantage,  but  on  ^thc.contrary  irritated  thofe  Powers 
diat  had  contributed  moft  to  his  Eflabliflunent  in  lialy^  drew 
tipon  his  Subje£l8  inexpreflible  DifirefTes,  and  expofed  both 
-  his  Crown  and  his  PerTon  .  to  very  great  Hazards*  In  the 
Courfe  of  that  War,  he  had  the  Mortification  to  f<x  his  Troops 
defeated,  aknbft.  as  often  as  tbev  came  to  A£tioo,  to  have  his 
Coafts  infulted,  his  Ports  blocxed  up,  and  even  his  Capital 
menaced  by  Brittft^  Scjuadronis.  .  His  Subje<3s  alfo  ^ve  frequelit 
and  open  Teftimonies  of  DifafFedHon  to  his  Grovernmeitt, 
whi<:h  obliged  him  to  take  many  tlifagreeable  Precautions, 
which  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  Malady  they  were  meant 
to  remove.  The  Aujirian  Forces  ravaged  a  Part  of  his  Domt* 
nions ;  he  was  obliged  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  an  Army 
deftined  to  repel  thde  Invaders  ;  and  tho'  he  had  the  good  For« 
tune  to  prevent  their  penetrating  into  the  Heart  of  his  Terri- 
tories, which  would  probably  have  been  attended  with  a  total 
Revolution,  yet  this  could  not  be  accomplifhed  without  feeling 
great  Inconveniencies^  and  expofing  his  Perfon  in  a  Manner  that 
could  not  fail  of  giving  him  much  Chagrin.  After  all  this, 
infteid  of  reiaping  either  Cohquefts  or  Laurels  from  thefe  Dan- 
gers in  the  Field,  he  was  again  conftrained  to  have  recourfe 
■  to  a  Neutrality,  which  was  procured  for  him  chiefly  by  the  Nc- 
ceSty  that  the  Powers  in  War  were  under  of  temporis^ing 
with  the  rFather  of  his  Confort,  in  which  Situation,  as  little 
ideafing  as  it  was  honourable,  he  faw  the  rq)eated  Defeats  of 
his  Ames,  and  in  the  Midft  of  Troubles  and  Anxieties,  fpun 
out  the  Remainder  of  the  War,  from  which  after  all  that  he 
had  fuffered,  be  did  not  acquire  either  the  leaft  Honour  or  Ad- 
vantage. 

The  Kingdoms  of  i^^hich  this.  Prince  is  inPofleffion,  arc  in 
themfelves  as  rich,  as  fruitful,  and  as  happily  fituatcd,  as  even 
the  ipofl  ambitious  Monarch  could  defure.    They  abound  not 

only 
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MI7  with  all  the  Necel&ri^s  of  Life^  but  with  a  Variety  ol^ 
nfenil  Commodities  that  might  ferve  to  entertain  an  extenfive 
Commerce,  for  which  both  Kingdoms  were  formerly  fiunotu^ 
and  for  the  carrying  on  of  whid^  they  are  fumiiheci  with  a^ 
pacious  and  convenient  Ports,  His  Subje£b  are  num«rou8»  and 
binder  a  better  Government  mig^t  be  rendered  induftrious^ 
But  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Ctown  are  of  fuch  a  Nature^  the 
Authority  of  the  Nobility  over  their  Vaflab  fo  exorbitant  and 
above  all,  the  Power  and  Property  of  the  Qcxey  ^  cxc^ve^ 
that  there  are  hardiv  any  Countries  upon  the  ]F*ace  of  the 
Globe,  where  the  Biuk  of  the  People  are  moft  diilblute  in  their 
Morals,  or  more  wretched  in  thdr  Circumftances,  which  is  the 
true  Reafon  that  in  the  Midft  of  fo  many  natural  Advantagq^ 
the  Crown  of  the  Two  SiciSes  is  regarded  in  a  Light  fo  little  fiif- 
vourable  to  it,  by  moft  of  our  Politicians,  and  their  Opinioa 
from  time  to  time  confirmed  by  that  Impunity  with  which 
both  its  Commerce^  and  its  Coafls,  are  infulted  oy  the  Afriitm 
Privateers. 

Yet  it  muft  be  acknowIe(%ed,  tl^t  fince  this  Country  hat 
been  reftored  to  the  Poileffion  in  fome  meafure  of  an  inde* 
j>endent  Government,  and  that  Providence  has  beeh  pleafed  to 
blefs  his  Sicilian  Majefty  widi  Male  liTue,  there  might  be  pro* 
bable  Grounds  to  hope,  that  in  Time,  and  byDicgreeS)  many 
Inconveniencies  might  be  removed,  the  real  Power  of  the 
Crown  increafed  by  a  wife  Circumfcription  of  Ririits^  rather 
terriiyiiig  duUi  ufeful,  by  a  ftri£t  Execution  of  Juftice^  acMl 
by  obliging  aU  Ranks  of  People  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Laws  as 
are  for  the  common  Benefit.  6ut  then  this  is  not  to  beex- 
pe6bd  till  the  Adminiftnition  b  delivered  from  all  Cares*  but 
thofe  for  its  own  Safety  and  Weliare,  and  released  firom  the  Con* 
fideration  of  any  Intereft  but  that  of  the  Crown  of  the  Two  Si" 
iiUes^  and  its  Subgefb.  Thefe  are  Obje£b  that  might  fuffident- 
ly  employ  the  Attention  even  of  able  Politicians,  and  fix>m  a  due 
Care  of  which,  very  confiderable  Advantages  would  arife  lo 
thefe  Countries  in  particular,  and  in  their  Confequencei  to  lialf 
'in  general. 

Sut  while  Doubts  are  ftill  remaining,  in  fpite  of  an  occa^ 
fional  Settlement,  as  to  the  future  Fate  of  thefe  Kingdomi* 
while  the  Councils  of  the  Court  of  NapUs  receive  thor  firft. 
Impreflions  from  diat  t)t  Madrid^  while  the  Ambition  of  mok*' 
ing  MPti  Acquifitions  b  the  ruling  Paffion  in  Breafls  where  the 
Study  of  their  People's  Happineis  fliould  alone  take  pbce» 
there  is  little  R^ifen  to  wonder  that  a  Change  fo  apparent^ 

bene- 
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lieniefkiz\fs  tl^t  of  a  Kin^  for  a  Viceroy,  has  not  hiifaerto  been 
attended  ^ith'  greater  'EmAs^  and  ftiQ  Icis  Grounds  to  exped 
ibat  the  Monarch  of  the  Two  SkiUes  ibould  retrieve  the  ancient 
Splendor  c^  that  Diadem,  and  make  the  Figure  that  hvat  of  his 
Aiiceftors  in  paA  Ages  have  done,  as  the  moft  puiflant  Prince 
upon  th^  Continent,  and  the  greateft  Maritime  Power  in  Itafyi 
t£  ^idh  l)is  Territbries  however  are  iKH  as*  capable  as  ever, 
j^nd  will  be  found  fo  when  their  King  fhali  have  nothing  dfe 
cither  in  WiH  or  in  View,  but  to  extend  his  own  Authority 
by  cultivating  the  'Arts  of  Peace,  and  promoting  Induftry  and 
Tr^6  amoh^  his  Subjefls. 


SECT.    VI. 

A  fucfinSt  Account  oftbeprefent  E/lahliJhmen(  of 
the  Royal  Infant  Don  Philip  in  Italy  ;  including 

•  aljo  aclear  and  concife  DeduStion  of  the  Bre^ 
.tenfiom  (f  the    ^een   Dowager  of  Spain,  as 

Heirefi  of  the  Houfes  g/Tarnefc  and  Mcdicis  j 
"With  other  Points  of  great  Confequence. 

IT  has  Wri  already  obferved,  that  at  thie  Timfc  the  Qua- 
druple Alliance  was  form'd,  the  late  King  of  Spain^  PhiUp^ 
the  Fifth,  had  two  vqry  different  Pretenfions  to  certain  Domi- 
nions fn  italyy  neither  of  which  could  be  faid  to  be  over-wdl 

"founded.  ,  As  King  of  Spain^  by  a  mixt  Right  of  Deftent, 
and  the  Will  of  Charles  the  Second,  he  conceived  himfelf  to 
have  an'inddfeaflble  Right  to  all  the  Dominions  in  the  Pofleffion 
of  that"  prince,  from,  which  therefore  he  could  not  bar  him- 

'  felf  by  an]^  Renunciations.  His  other  Claim  was  in  Right  of 
his  Wife;  in. cafe  &e  or  her  Iffue  became  Heirs  to  the  rein- 
ing Dukf  of  .Parnia^  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany:  On 
the  firft  of  thefe  Rights  heinfifted  before  his  Acceffion  to  the 

•  Quadruple  Alliance,  in  confequence  of  which  he  aSually  Qoti- 
quetod  Sardhtia^  and  attempted -^  the  Conqueft  of  Sicifyy  not- 
withftanding  his  former  Renunciations.  Upon  his  Acceffion 
ti  . that  .Treaty,  his  Catholick  Majefty  once. more  renounced 
thofc  Rights,  in  confideration  of  the  eventual  Succeffion  to  the 
Duchies  of  Parma^  Placentia,  and  Tufcany^  being  fecured  to 

his 


t5s  CWMrcn  of  the  fecond  Marfi^,'  wRich  was  clone  iit  (he 
Requeft  of  thq  Regent  of  France  by  the  Quadruple  'Alliance^ 
,All  thefe  Pretenfioiis  were  aftijally  realifed  by  the  famous 
Treaty  of  SeviHey  when  it  feeined  jto  be  underftood  by  all,  the 
contrafling  Parties,  that  the  Succeffion  of  Don  Carbs  in,  thb 
Mann^  prefcribed  by  th^t  Treaty,  (hoyld  terminate  all  Dis- 
putes, and  extinguifli  all  Righb,  except;  thofc  that  w^re  fettled 
thereby.  ':    . 

Diit  when  the  next  War  broke  out,  it  appeared  that  the 
*  King  of  Spain  had  no  fiich  Meaning,  but  that  after  engaging 
the  rlmperor  to  grant  the  Inveftiture  of  the  Dominions  clairh*d 
in  Right  of  his  Wife,  he  was  rcfolved  to  keep  up  ftill  his 
other  Claim  againft  the  Emperor  Himfelf  in  Reference  to  the 
Countries  formerly  belonging  to  tiie  Kings  of  Spainj  or  the 
floufe  of  jfti/iria^  znd  in'confequence  of  this  Don  Carbs  in- 
vaded and  pofleffed  himfelf  of  Naples  and  Sicify.  Then  came 
the  Treaty  of  Vienna^  by  which  thofe  Kingdoms  wrrc  left  (b 
that  Prince,  Parma  and  Ptacentia  given  up  to  his  Imperial 
Majefty,  and  Tufcany  exchanged  for  Lorratn.  But  notwith- 
ilanding  this  laft  Treaty,  upon  the  Demife  of  the  'Emperor 
Charles  VI.  his  CaihoHck  Majefty  revived  his  old  Claims  to 
the  Duchy  of  Milan^  as  Heir  of  the  Houfe  of  'Anjhfia^  and 
to  Parma  and  Placentia^  as  belonging  to  his  Queen  a;id  her 
Children,  and  hence  arofe  the  Pretenfion  of  procuring  a  Set- 
tlement for  Don  Philipy  which  after  a  long  and  bloody  War, 
was  at  length  obtained  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Cba^ 
felky  which  has  put  that  young  Prince  in  Pofleflion  of  Parmij 
Placentia^  and  Guafialla^  upon  certain  Conditions. 

In  order  to  underftand  how  and  why  he  holds  thefe  Coun- 
tries, as  well  as  the  Confequences  of  his  having  this  Efta- 
bliihment  given  him  in  Italy^  it  is  abfolutely  ncceflary  to  give 
the  Reader  a  fuccinS  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  Parnefey  from 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  derive  his  Right  j  for  without  fome 
Knowledge  of  this,  and  of  the  Situation  of  the  Countries  he 
poflefles,  it  is  abfolutely  impbfliWe  that  •  we  ihould  have  a 
'diftinfl:  Conception  of  the  prefent  State  of  Things  in  Italjy 
or  frame  any  tolerable  Opinion  of  the  new  Claims  that  are 
already  become  the  Subjeft  of  Difcourfe,  will  in  all  Probabi- 
lity ferve  for  the  Foundation  of  new  Treaties,  and  it  is  not 
•at  all  impoffible  may  fooner  or  later  become  the  Caufes  of 
another  War.  But  thefe  Points  being  once  fettled,  this  Matter 
which  is  at  prefent  fo  very  obfcure  and  perplexed,  will  ap- 
'  pear  as  plain  and  perlpicuous  as  can  be,  and  we  ihall  have  the 

fame 
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§mic  Facili^  in  jogging  of  die  Controv«i£es  that  smaf  mfa 
ia  ludjf^  a»  m  diofe  which  have  been  agitated  in  the  North 
and  in  Germm^  and  that  very  poffibly  may  again  require  our 
Attention^  fince  where-ever  the  Spark  of  War  may  fiift  fiUl, 
it  will  not  be  long  before  die  Flame  conmuinicates  itielf  into 
aUQyarters. 

At  the  Tifloe  the  I^onAards  acquired  by  Force  of  Arms  a 
very  conikkrabie  Kingdom  in'  hafyy  and  threatened  to  extend 
dwtr  Dominiona  ftill  fiuthert  many  Cities  finding  their  Li* 
Ucrttet  in  Danger,  and  having  no  Hope  of  Frote^Hon  from  the 
Gruk  Emperors^  thp*  they  ftill  retained  the  Name  of  Sove* 
jreigns  comedersiited  together  for  their  joint  Prefervation,  and 
wkh  the  £une  Vievir  put  themfelves  under  the  Protedion  of 
the  Popey  among  which  Cities  were  Parma  and  Placentia. 
When  the  Holy  See  loft  both  Power  and  Credit,  and  the 
Popes  diemfdves  were  farced  to  retire  to  jfvignM^  Pmrma  and 
Plauh^j  as  well  as  other  Parts  of  their  Territories,  fufiered  a 
long  SucceiEon  of  miferable  Revolutions,  Ibmetimes  under  one 
Race  pf  Tyrants,  fometimes  under  another,  till  at  length,  when 
inoft  of  tbefe  were  extirpated,  the  Gdes  and  the  Ekichies  be- 
loagU^  to  them,  were  a^n  annexed,  in  tfie  Beginning  of 
the  Sixteenth  Coitury,  to  the  Dominions  of  the  See  of  Smne^ 
and  were  peaceably  poftefled  and  enjoyed  by  Leo  X.  Adriam 
V.  and  CUmatt  VIl.  in  a  Manner  as  abfolute  and  independent 
aa  any  of  their  other  Tempocal  Eftates  whatever,  not  barely 
without  Moleftation,  but  with  the  full  Knowledge  and  expreu 
Confentof  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  Let  us  now  fee  how  Atf 
were  detached  from  the  Pope^s  Territories. 

Authors  are  divided  as  to  the  Original  of  the  Houfe  of  Par^ 
'  a^,  but  amongft  feveral  Opinions,  there  is  none  more  pro^ 
bablc,  d)an  that  they  were  Lords  of  Cajilb  Parndk^  in  die 
li^  State  of  Cajho.  Aktemder  Famefe^  Head  of  mis  Houfe, 
.bavii^  infinuatcd  himfelf  into  the  good  Graces  of  Pope  jBex* 
sadtryL  obtained  from  him,  while  a  very  young  Man,  the 
Legation  of  Ancotia^  which  for  him  was  a  great  Prefermef\|t« 
He  fell  in  Love  there  with  a  Lady  of  the  noble  Family  of  RqfUniy 
which  brought  him  under  great  Difficulties,  fince  if  he  mar* 
ried,  his  Hopes  were  at  an  End,  and  on  die  other  hand,  he 
could  not  be  happy  without  the  Lady.  In  order  to  extricate 
himfelf,  be  took  a  Method  not  very  uncommon  in  thoie  Times  i 
that  is,  he  married,  and  kept  that  Marria^  a  Secret.  .By  this 
Lady,  he  had  two  Sons,  \P/^/r-Zn(//x,  and  AlexamUr^  and 
a  Daughter  whofe  Name  was  Conjianci.    Upon  his  Return  to 
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Xwfnr,  as  the  lecret  Hiflory  of  diat  Oipitd  reports^' 
the  Favour  of  the  Pope  bdbrementioned  In  fe  high  a  IkficCf  If 
appearing  iffnorant  of  a  certain  Amour^  that  in  14939  m  vum^ 
honoured  inth  the  Purple  at  the  Age  of  twenty-four.  Vlhatame 
were  the  Foibles  of  his  Youth,  M  Authors  allow,  that  n  Uf 
more  advanc64  Yean  he  discovered  Qio^tics  truly  worthy  i4  hb 
Dignity,  Uibmud),,  that  on  the  Death  <fC&»mrVSi  wHcnbt 
was  advanced  to  the  Age  of  forty,  he  was  tiibQ^i  hbSuoocAii^ 
and  took  the  Name  of  PatdUL 

He  governed  fifteen  Years  wkh  greit  RepgtaMiaii,  aisd  ia 
diat  Space  having  taken  great  Care  of  the  Affnrs  of  cbeChuicI^' 
he  thought  it  no  Diminution  of  his  Chacader  to  cabe  fiimt 
of  bis  j^untly.  Ufs  Anceflx>rs  had  leht  very  confMteaUe  -Buitm 
to  the  Apoftolick  Chamber,  and  were  in  PoAeffion  of  ASj^'auft 
Frafcati.  The  latter  being  at  the  v^  Gates  <if  it«M, '  aad 
stfording  a  Sandui^  to  nuiknipts  aiid  odiMr  ^a^idoiis  Stew 
ions,  it  was  very  inconvenient  to  the  Holy  &e^  th6  iVpe  AeM* 
fore  propoled  to  give  up  thefe  Places,  and  to  esctiftgiiifli  ittL 
Debts  due  to  his  Family,  in  caie  the  Csuriinak  would  cm* 
lent  So  eraat  the  Duchies  of  Pamm  and  Piacmtig  «^  a  cor- 
tain  Peiton  he  (hould  name^  who  Ihould  refide  In  <^^lfepfs 
Ci^  and  hold  it  as  ^  Fief  of  the  Chufdi|  triiidi  h/nofn 
ailented  to  in  a  Confiftory,  his  Son  PeUr^Liwit  had  Aerin* 
veftiture  of  thofe  Duchies  on  die  lath  of  Attpfi  ^545t  ^ 
hold  to  him  and  his  Heirs  Male  for  eve^  and  wis  Tattallol 
on  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month,  in  the  Cathedra!  Chiwcb  «f 
Placentioy  bv  Cardinal  Marhm  Grimam  the  Apoftdfek  Legafieu 
It  fiuiy  not  oe  amifi  to  obferve,  that  befibre  this  young  nihc« 
attained  thefe  Duchies,  his  Father  had  beftowed.upon  Mm 
thofe  of  Cafirc  and  Cammerini^  which  lie  within  die  Ffrlrfiiiii 
€al  State,  as  we  have  already  (hewn,  in  fpeaking  of  the^  teak* 
pond  Dminions  annexed  to  die  Popedom ;  but  thsA^  as  thq^ 
were  acquired,  fo  diey  were  loft  by  tJfiiry,  one  of  his  Siscr 
ceilbrs  borrowing  a  large  Sum  of  Money  m>m  tfae'ApcAdlek 
Chamber,  and  by  computing  Intereft  upon  Litereft  &  Deiie 
was  at  lafl  raifed  10  high,  that  the  Church  re-entered  for  Weaft 
of  Payment^  and  annexed  thefi:  Countries  once  more  to  the 
Pap^  Domains. 

This  Misfortune  befell  the  Houfe  of  Parmfe^  undn*  die 
Reign  of  Ramtcdc  11.  the  direA  Defcendent  of  Petgr-'Limi 
beforementioned.  He  was  a  wiie^  and  in  odier  Re^)cfls,  a 
fortunate  Prince,  eoveming  his  Subje£b  with  great  ModecaJdon 
and  Mildnefi.  {fe  was  thrice  nummL  fiift  to  AUrgarH  of 
Savn^  by  whom  he  had  no  Qukireni  Secondly,  to  IjiiM0  of 


JMfv  ^r  ^^n^  ^  had  a  Son  Edward^  and  two  Daughters  )^ 
MBy^  to  Marf  of  4/?#i  hU  fecond  Wife's  Sifter,  by  whom  he ; 
IiKL^fW^c;^  and  jtntomo^  Edward^  hereditary  Prince  oi  Parma^ 
wms6ai"JDbraAe9  Sophia. of.  N^tpburghj  Daughter  to  the  £le<£lor 
Fa/Muy  :itk  .iSop^ .  by  yfbam  be  had  an    only  Daughter^ 
MStshetbf  ban  O&obit  as» .)  69^^  and  op,  the  5th  of  Sepumber . 
feUowiiig  died,   in  the  Wfettime  of,  iii&  Father.    Francifcoy 
Qnnce  jQl;FtfriBa»  marri^Ws^  Brother's  Widow,  who  became 
Aereby  Duche&  of  Parma^  upon  the  Demife  of  her  Father-in- 
law,  which  happened  hi  1^94,  and  the  new  Duke  brought  up  ' 
lr^£]:x>thei:^9  Daught^  as  hjjs;  own,  , 

•  (Rvws  I.  Dtike  oi  Parma  and  Phcentiay  was  a  Prince  of  his 
Father's Teoaper,.  and  by. f^ .wife  and  prudent  Adnuniftratioj^  of 
kift  Afta«rs»  kept  his  Dominicans,  in  a  great  naeafure  from  fuf-.. 
fiariog^as.tbe.reft  of  Itafy  di4i:  during  the  loj^  War  on  Ac- 
count x>f  4)^^pamfi  Suc^fl^on  5  but  after  the  Peace  of  Vtre^htp'^ 
and..thc.Otath,  qf  tb^.Q^^e^n  of  ^^^xs,  he  liiftened  with  great 
Sii^3A£Ubn  to  the  Proppfal  of  a  Marriage  ibetween  PhlJif!  V'., 
suBdL'Msaliiffcc  aiid  ^adopted  Daug})ter  the  P^incefs  EUzMbeth,^ 
who  .W»  iOfiJ^ed  upon:  a^  the  Heirefs'  of  \  Parma  and  7«/l* 
4«gv  thcT:  Great  ;Qr^(ifffi^cr  being  ^i^^^         de    Medias^ 
Jh^llj^x^  Xot  Duke.£'(7^  I/,  ^and  tnis  notwithftanding  Prince' 
Autotfh  ffitni^e  was*  liying,..  becaufe  it  w^  •  believed  that  he 
bad,an;inttndbIe:Ayerfipn^  to  Marriage,  to  whjch,  if  there 
fcc'Truth  hk  foiae  .if^/w^.  Conjcdtures,  this  Manner  of  difpo- 
fag  hfe:lSi^<ie:  might  <^litril?ute.     However  that  Matter  might 
be^  the  Suc^c^on  ws^Jopked  upon  as  a  irjbisag  out  of  Difputc 
at  lead  on  that  Side  i.  JFpr;  it- was  known  that  the  Peope'ia-' 
tended  to  qtieftion  it,  jand  that  it  was  not  very  agreeable  to  the 

.  fl^t.  c^)Qn  the  Deinift  ^iFranas  Duke  of  Parma  in  1727, 
tud^tbe  A*ceffion  of/Prioce  4^^aft/^,  Things  changed  their  Ap- 
maf^ui^.i  >The  /i^v^.jDuIie  was  no  fooner  polfefled  of  that 
I)^iit}^^th$u]b  he  declared :Ws.Piflikc  of  Marriage  arofc  froni 
•fecN%irp>4^e(s  of  his  Circwmftancesjj  wWl?  he  was.  a  younger 
fiK)tber>;tb>it  that  noii^^hfii^as  a  fovqrelgn  Prince,  and  the  laft 
il9iQ.>MaIe:pf  his  Family,  he  judged  i^  incumbent  upon  him 
to  prevent  the  Extinflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Farnefe,  He  mar* 
«i3d  accordingly  Henrietta  d»  Efie^  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of 
Jl^bdt^tt^  but  had  notwithftanding,  the  Misfortune  to  die  with- 
out Iflue,  January  %0y  lysr,  though  upoii  his  Demife  it  was 
given  but,  that  the  Puchefs  his  ReliiSt  was.  with  Child  ^  but 
jtbis  being  quickly  found  tp  be  without  any  Foundation,  the 
Royal  Infant  Don  Carhs^  eldcA  §on.to  bis' Catholick  Ma^efiy 
.      V  ^      •   by 
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tjr  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  Heifefs  of'  the  ttoufi  br'/jrwgft,  cil^^ 
tared  into  the  ^ctPoffeffion.  The  old  Ducherfe'Dow^er  Scphi^ 
Dorothea f  Rclid  q\  Duke  FrandsyZxA  of  Ijis  elder'  Brotb^ 
Prince  Edwardy  Mother  to  the  C^pcn  Dowager  of*  5^ 
Grandmother  to  the  Ropl  Infants  CMos  and/?^/7ij^V'and  cjf  ifli^ 
Cardinal  J2<?«rto,  died  aboyt..^  <Jl^'Of  *th^  |jA  W?r,  la  a 
very  advaiiced  Age'.  As  for  the  ypuoger  Dowaicyp" Widow  oC 
Antmio  Eamejiy  the  laft  t)nkc  ot  A?rjw,  Ihc  inarfrie^  m  i74(i,[ 
J^rince  Leaf  old  p\  Hejfe  Darmftiiettj  with  wiiofri'  iKp  refM^jC?  ife 
Placentia.   ;  ."  '   .        r  j       /,  v/'  •  '•    ■     •  •% 

-  As  to  /he  Extent,  Situation  and  Value  brfl^CounttiaJ 
which  form  the  Settlement  qf '  the  Infant  Doti  PbiSpy  we  ^re  t^ 
confider  the  following  P^iculars.  The  Duchiei  of  Parwa^ 
and  PJacifiiia^  form  together  a  very  confiderabje  Soyeicigniy  ^  i^ 
Length,  from  Weft  to  Ea^i  they  arc  about  fixty  ^ngVifi  Milea^^ 
*nd  their  Breadth  froni  South'tp  North  is  about  forty*  On  the 
Weft  they  are  hounded  by  the  Dominions  'of  the  Empreis 
Queen  aiid  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  on  the  Soyth,  by  the  Terrii( 
tories  of  the  Republick  of  Gevoa ;  on  the  Eaft  by  the  Ducbiea  of 
^odena 'zi\d  Reggio ;  and  Qr>  the  North  they  are  divided  by  the 
River  Po  froni  the  Duchies  oi  Mantua  2ind  Milan^  As  to  the 
(CHimate  it  is  without  Exception^  Being  equally  healthy  and  ple^t 
iant  I  and  with  this  the  Soil  Iikewife  correlponds/  whidi  is  won<| 
rferfuUy  fruitful  j  the  ValBej  iabbund  -with  all  Kinds  of  Fruit^i 
.wilh  «rich  P^ur^s  and  exceUent  Vineyards ;  and  in  the  McunX 
tain3  they,  h^ve  both  Copper' and  .Silver  Mines )  the  Inbabhantt 
have  prodigious  Herds  of  blad(  Cattle,  and  alfo  numerots 
flocks  pf  Sheep;  the  firfl  enable  them  to  make  the  beft  Cheefi;^ 
in  Itafyy  at)d>iin  the  Opinion  of  mahy»  in  Europe ;  and  die 
latter  furoilb.  them  with  vaft  Quantities  of  very  fine  Wool^ 
The  Cities  of  Parma  znd  Placentia  are  the  only  Plstc^s  of  anj 
Confequence  in  the  R<^al  Infant's  Dominions ;  the  former  is  vk 
.'old  irregular  Place,  and  not  very  large,  meanlv  fortified,  hut 
commanded  by  a  Caftle  of  fome  Strength ;  the  latter  is  hufe^ 
better  fitiiated,  more  beautiful,  and  fuller  of  People,  wimia 
a  very  fmall  Diftance  of  the  Po^  which  is  a  great  Convcr 
nience/  ^  ' 

While  thefe  Countries  were  held  from  the  See  of  Rome^  the 
Dukes  of  Parma  paid  an  annual  Acknowledgment  of  ten  thoi^ 
fand  Ducats  ;  at  prefent  they  are  confidered  as  Fiefs  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  their  PofTefTor  applies  for  and  receives  hb  Inveftituce 
from  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the  fame  Manner  with  other 
Princes.  The  Revenues  have  been  formerly  computed  at  fix 
,  hundred  thouland  Crowns,  but  it  may  be  (foubted,  whether  in 

their 
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tlieir  pte&fit  Situation  the  People  can  raife  above  two  Thirds  of 
ijttit  Sum ;  yet  a  few  Yean  of  Peace,  under  a  gentle  Adminiftra* 
tion»  would  quickly  reftore  them  to  their  former  Condition.  It 
j|  fuppofed  that  thefe  Duchies  may  maintain  a  regular  Force 
<^  about  fix  thou&nd  Men^  without  any  great  Detriment  either 
f^  prince  or  People. 

As  to  the  additional  Duchy  of  Guajlalla^  we  have  already 
Ihewn  how.it  came  into  the  Handis  of  the  Emperor  by  die 
Death  of  the  laft  Duke  of  flie  Houfe  of  Gonzagua.  It  is  in 
Truth  nothing  more  than  a  Diftrid  of  the  Duchy  of  Man^ 
Sjuif  which  was  given  as  a  Provifion  for  a  younger  Branch 
of  the  ducal  tiouS^  and  is  confequently  a  Thing  o^  no  great 
Importance.  It  is,  as  we  obferved  before,  leparated  from  the 
reft  of  the  Royal  Infant's  Dominions  by  a  Part  of  the  Duke 
of  M^defufs  Country,  but  noti^thftanding  this,  the  Commu- 
tsition  by  the  P^  is  aways  open.  GuaJiaUa  is  a  very  neat 
and  flouriihine  Place,  and  the  Country  about  it  both  fruitful 
and  plea&nt  \  the  Revenue  is  computed  at  fifty  or  iixty  thoufand 
Crowns.  Thefe  are  all  the  Territories  that  die  Royal  Infant 
poflefles  in  Italy  \  and  though  in  themfelves  they  may  be  jtiftly 
reckoned  verjr  confiderable,  yet  when  we  reflet^  on  the  Koval 
feirth,  the  high  Pretenflons,  and  illuflrious  Marria^  of  nis 
Royal  Highnefs,  one  cannot  help  admiring  at  the  flrange  Pro* 
liifion  of  Men  and  Money  with  which  this  mconflderable  Setde- 
tnent  was  purchafed. 

This  appears  fllll  ffaaneer,  when  we  remember  that  all  dieie 
territories  are  inland  Places ;  nay,  that  there  is  not  fo  much 
jis  a  fingle  navipble  River  in  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince^ 
)^t  Po  exceptecC  and  that  only  wafhes  them.  From  hence 
bne  may  be  eafSy  tempted  to  lufped,  that  when  this  Efla- 
blifhment  vras  accepted  for  the  Royal  In&nt,  it  muil  have 
been  under  fbme  Expe^tion  of  freeing  it  from  thofe  Refhic- 
ligns  with  whidh  the  Ceflions  contained  in  the  Definitive 
Treaty  of  Ah  la  Chapelle  were  made;  enlarging  it  either  br 
Purchafe  or  otherwife,  and  thereby  opening  a  more  dircSt 
Clorrefpondence  with  Spain^  than  it  is  poflibk  to  cany  on  at 
prefent  through  the  Territories  of  the  otate  of  Genoa  i  though 
for  the  facilitating  this,  it  is  faid,  diat  a  great  Road  is  making 
through  the  Mountains  from  the  Duchy  of  Parma  direfily 
to  S^ri  de  Ponentey  which  may  be  a  good  temporary  Ex- 
pedient, till  fomething  better  can  be  contrived,  or  till  fome 
lucky  Oroortunicy  niaxes  way  for  its  being  carried  into  £xe- 
^'cution.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  joining  as  it  does  to  the  Ter* 
ritories  of  Modcna  on  one  Side^  and  to  thofe  of  die  Republick 
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t)eforementione4  on  the  other,  the  Royal  Infiant  might  eafilf 
receive,  in  cafe  of  need,  whatever  Affiftance  thefe  Neighboursr 
of  his  would  be  inclined  to  give ;  but  then  all  their  Force  taken 
together,  woul4  be  infufficient  to  cover  fo  open  a  Country  againft 
the  .Troops  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  if  upon  any  Occauon  at 
Rupture  Oiould  happen  hereafter* 

We  have  thus  given  a  general  Sketch  of  the  Situation  that 
this  Prince  is  in,  and  many  of  our  Readers  may  poilibly  look 
Upon  that  as  fufficient.  But  Time  will  quickly  convince  them 
of  the  contrary,  and  that  nothing  deferves  to  be  more  mature- 
ly weighed,  than  what  may  be  expefted  from  the  Fermenta« 
tion  that  ever  fince  the  Peace  has  been,  from  its  EiFeds,  appa* 
rent  enough  in  Italy ;  and  to  fay  the  Truths  moft  of  the  Troubles 
that  have  difturbed  Europe  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty 
6f  Utrecht f  have  been  hatched  in  that  Quarter*  Should  we  in- 
cline to  penetrate  the  Reafon  of  this,  it  would  not  be  found 
difficult  to  find,  and  which  is  ftill  more  to  our  Purpofe,  it 
Would  appear  to  fubfift  and  a£l  as  ftrongly  now  as  ever ;  nei« 
ther  ought  this  to  furprize  us*  if  we  refled  on  the  great  Events 
that  have  happened  in  our  own  Time,  where  the  next  News 
from  this  Part  of  the  World,  upon  the  making  and  executing 
a  Peace,  has  ufually  been  new  Claims,  new  Negotiations,  and 
in  a  fliort  Space  of  Time,  new  Preparations  for  the  Commence- 
ment of  a  frefli  War.  It  may  therefore  be  very  expedient  to 
make  a  Trial,  whether  it  may  not  be  pofSble  to  difcover  fome- 
thing  of  thefe  Matters  before  they  are  conveyed  to  us  in  foreieix 
Gazettes.  ^ 

Firft  with  refpecl  to  the  Reftri£lions  by  which  the  Royal 
Infant  Don  Philip  is,  or  may  be  thought  cramped  in  bis 
Pofleffions.  We  know  that  at  jfix-la  Chapelle^  the  Spanijb 
Plenipotentiary  exprefled  very  clearly  the  Diflike  of  the  Cotut 
of  Madrid  to  thofc  Refervations,  that  eftablifh  a  Revcrfionary 
Right  in  the  two  Crowns,  to  the  Ceifion  made  of  this 
Settlement  for  Don  Philip  ;  and  though  this  Difficulty  was 
then  got  over,  yet  we  are  no  Strangers  to  the  Interpofi- 
tion  in  confequence  of  which  it  was  got  over;  nor  is  at 
all  inconfiftent  with  the  Lights  of  Reafon  or  Experience  to 
believe,  that  it  was  got  over  by  the  Suggeftion,  that  tho* 
an  abfoiute  Pofleffion  could  not  be  gained  at  that  Time,  yet 
it  might  be  procured  by  a  fubfequent  Negotiation.  Of  this* 
we  have  had  many  broad  Hints  fince,  and  therefore  we  may 
take  it  for  granted,  that  unlefs  fome  unforefeen  Change 
(houl3  happen  in  the  Syftem  of  certain  Courts^  this  Point 
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will  certainly  be  purfued  till  it  is  accomplifhed  fomc  way  or 
other. 

But  this  is  not  alU  there  has  been  a  Proteflation  in  Form 
li{K>n  a  late  Occafion)  a$  well  as  upon  others,  in  favour  of 
the  See  of  Romey  from  whence,  as  the  original  Right  of  the 
Houfe  of  Farnefe  was  derived,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  its 
Claim  to  thefc  Duchies  has  been  vacated.  On  the  other 
hand,  fuch  is  the  Spirit  of  a  certain  Court,  that  we  have  no 
great  Caufe  to  fuppofe  flie  will  fuiFcr  thefe  Pietenfions  to 
iubfift,  for  fear  that  fome  time  or  other  an  Opportunity  (hould 
offer  for  enforcing  them.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  there  is  no 
Profpeft  of  any  fuch  thing  at  prefent,  but  th^  Politicks  of  the 
Court  of  Rome  are  defervedly  famous,  and  the  very  Care  that 
the  Popes  have  taken  to  keep  up  this  Claim  upop  every  Occa- 
fion,  fufficiently.indicates  thgt  they  would  not  fuffer  an  Op- 
portunity to  flip,  in  cafe  any  fuch  Opportunity  (hould  offer. 
The  Defire  therefore  of  emancipating  this  dear-bought  Set- 
tlement even  from  this  dormant  Pretenfion,  is  a  Point  that 
will  hardly  cfcape  the  Eye  of  a  Court,  that  has  been  ever 
famous  for  Jealoufy,  in  a  Degree  not  at  all  inferior  to  its 
Ambition. 

We  are  yet  farther  to  confider,  that  it  was  purely  to  avoid 
diis  Claim  of  the  See  of  Rome^  that  Parma  was  acknowledged 
to  be  a  Fief  of  the  Roman  Empire.  Duke  Francis^  Uncle  to 
the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain^  when  the  Emperor  levied  Con- 
tributions from  his  Dominions,  upon  Pretence  of  their  being 
Fiefs,  exclaimed  againft  it  as  an  A£t  of  Violence  and  Injuftice, 
the  Pope  alfo  protefted  againft  it  upon  the  fame  Motives.  Since 
that  Time  his  Succcfi^rs  have  ke^n  things  in  quite  a  dif- 
ferent Light,  or  rather  have  been  under  a  Neceffity  of  ad- 
mitting what  their  Predeceffor  fo  warmly  difputed.  As  things 
now  ftand,  there  can  be  no  Difpute  that  Homage  is  due  to  the 
Emperor,  and  that  his  Inveftiture  is  neceflary  to  the  Pofleflbr 
of  thefe  as  of  other  Fiefs.  But  poffibty  there  may  come  a 
Time  when  this  may  be  accounted  either  a  Grievance,  or 
at  leaft  an  Inconvenience,  unlefs  in  die  enfuing  Con^refs  at 
CremonO',  or  where-ever  elfe  it  (ball  be  held,  fome  Method 
can  be  found  to  fettle  it  to  the  mutual  Satisfa£lion  of  ail 
Parties ;  and  tho'  this  may  be  a  thing  far  enough  from  being 
impoffible,  yet  one  may  venture,  without  fearing  to  fin  againft 
Truth,  to  hazard  a  Suipicion  that  it  will  not  oe  without  its 
Difficulties. 

In  the    next  place,  the  Augmentations  of  this  Settlement 
which  may  be  endeavoured,  dcferve  our  particular  Notice.   We 
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have  very  good  Reafon  to  apprehend  at  leaft,  that  after  fiich 
violent  and  repeated  Struggles,  lo  long  and  bloody  a  War^ 
^  and  fmcc  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  fuch  a  Train  of  fecret 
and  filent  Negotiations,  fome  Enlargement  of  the  Royal  In- 
fant's  Territories  is  a  Point  ftill  at  Heart  with  thofe  who  pro* 
cured  his  Settlement,  and  who  in  going  fo  fer  to  obtain  diat, 
however  unequal  to  the  Coft  with  which  is  was  obtained, 
gave  an  Earneft  to  the  World  that  they  meant  to  go  further, 
and  not  to  dcfift  from  their  Enterprize/  till  attended  with  a 
Succefs  proportionable  to  their  Charaflers  who  have  embarked 
in  it.  Let  us  then  confider,  whether  from  the  Lights  afforded 
us  by  thefe  hiftorical  Memoirs,  and  the  Hints  that  have  been 
given  us  as  to  the  Tendency  of  thofe  fecret  Negociations  before* 
mentioned,  we  may  not  be  able  to  form  fome  Guefs  as  to  the 
Nature  of  thefe  Arguments,  and  the  Methods  which  may  be 
poflibly  pracSlifed  in  order  to  compaTs  them  ?  It  is  very  un- 
likely that  we  (hould  be  able  to  go  to  the  Bottom  of  this 
Matter,  or  to  point  out  exaflly,  and  in  their  proper  Order, 
the  very  Steps  that  will  J)e  taken  in  this  Bufinefs :  But  tho* 
we  fliould  not  do  this,  yet  we  need  not  defpair  of  giving  the 
Reader  fome  Satisfaflion,  fince  in  p6inting  out  mod  of  the 
Roads  that  are  pofTible,  we  can  hardly  mifs  thofe  that  the 
adive  Politicians  will  think  prafticable,  and  what  may  not  be 
atchieved  in  our  Tini&i  it  is  very  likely  may  occupy  the  Atten- 
tion of  Poflerity ;  at  leaft  we  have  pait  Experience  on  the  Side 
of  this  Conjefture. 

The  Royal  Infant's  Settlement  was  hardly  fixed,  before  it 
was  obferved  that  fome  Alterations,  Ceflions,  and  Exchanges 
would  he  neceflary,  in  order  to  accommodate  things  between 
that  young  Prince  and  his  Neighbours.  We  have  touched 
upon  this  Subje£t  before,  and  (hewn  that  a  Part  of  the  Duke 
of  M<idena\  Dominions  would  be  exceedingly  commodious, 
and  that  it  might  not  be  impra£ticable  to  aflign  his  Serene 
Highncfs  an  Equivalent  with*  which  he  might  be  well  con- 
tented. Something  of  the  like  Sort  might  te  expedient  alfo 
with  refpecS  to  the  Emprefs  Queen,  there  being  a  fmall  Por- 
tion of  the  Duchy  of  Guaftalla  that  cannot  well  be  feparated 
from  her  hereditary  Countreis,  and  it  is  certainly  of  much  too 
little  Confequence  to  be  worth  difputing  about ;  thefe,  taking 
them  alt<^ether,  though  they  may  be  convenient  and  even 
neceflary  Things,  are  of  no  mighty  Importance,  and  there  is 
nothing  very  unlikely  in  fuppofing,  that  for  the  Sake  of  mutual 
Eafe  and  Security,  fuch  Matters  may  be  fettled  in  a  Congrefs  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties. 
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But  there  has  been  an  Augmentation  mentioned  of  quite  an« 
other  Nature,  and  that  is  the  Ifland  of  Corfica^  which  was  for 
fome  time  looked  upon  as  the  Fidlion  of  Gazette- Writers :  The 
French  were  lately  |n  Pofleffion  of  that  Ifland;  the  Malecontents 
feem  to  be  determined  in  their  Refolution,  never  to  fubmit 
again  to  what  they  ftile  their  old  Yoke.  On  the  other  hand, 
indeed,  there  has  been  a  Regulation  fettled  between  the  Repub- 
lickand  theC(7r/£:tfw,  under  the  Mediation  of  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  with  great  Care  and  Deliberation  ;  yet  if  this  fliould 
prove  unacceptable  to  eithdt*  Party,  or  if  Objeftions  Ihould  be 
made  to  it  on  both  Sides,  the  admitting  of  a  Treaty  of  Purchafe, 
in  order  to  the  Republick's  parting  with  its  Sovereignty,  may  be 
thought  a  proper  Expedient,  or  at  leaft  it  could  never  have  been 
introduced  in  a  lefs  exceptionable  Way.  In  that  Cafe,  however, 
fome  further  Stepts  muft  be  taken  before  it  can  be  connefted  with 
the  Royal  Infant's  prefent  Settlement ;  but  if  this  grand  Purchafe 
is  once  made,  that  will  not  be  abfolutely  imprafti cable.  There 
is  a  fmall  Trail  of  Country  between  the  Duchy  of  Parma  and 
the  Sea,  that  would  in  fuch  a  Cafe  be  a  very  valuable  Acqui- 
fition ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  would  be  obtained  by  Contraft  or 
Exchange ;  and  thus  the  Royal  Infant  would  acquire  a  large, 
iand,  in  part,  an  independent  Settlement,  and  it  may  be  a  more 
fplendid  Title;'  yet  as  we  have  fcen  ftran^  Changes,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  a  chimerical  Conjecture,  that  after  all  thefe  Junctions 
and  Purchafes,  the  whole  might  be  thought  a  proper  Equivalent 
for  another  Territory  in  Italy^  of  which  his  Brother  Don  Carlos 
once  wore  the  Title  of  hereditary  Prince. 

Before  we  quit  this  Subjeft,  it  may  not  be  amifs  juft  to  hint, 
that  the  former  Dukes  of  Parma  thought  themfelves  very  ill 
treated  by  the  Pope  in  the  Affair  of  Cajlro  ;  and  once  by  the  In- 
tcrpofition  of  the  Crown  of  France^  that  Affair  was  brought 
fo  far,  that  upon  Payment  of  the  original  Debt  and  Interefl, 
the  Pope  engaged  himfelf  to  reftore  thofe  Territories,  tho'  upon 
a  Tender  of  the  Money  hedifcngaged  himfelf  again,  ailedging 
that  it  was  not  in  his  Power.  I  have  before  obferved,  that  this 
Bufinefs  was  compromlfed  by  Treaty  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftrta^ 
when  the  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia  were  in  the  PofTef- 
fion  of  the  late  Emperor  CharLs  the  Sixth  5  but  now  they  are  in 
other  Hands,  that  Claim  may  be  revived,  and  perhaps  enforced, 
when  other  Points  of  greater  Confequence  art  fettled.  Thus 
we  have  taken  a  View  of  the  feveral  poflible  Syftems  of  Aug- 
mentation, and  of  the  Methods  by  which  they  muft  be  acquired. 
Time  will  fpeedily  fliew  us  which  will  be  fifft  brought  on  the 
Carpet ;  and  by  Degrees  there  is  very  litde  Doubt  that  we  fhall 
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hear  of  all  the  reft,  for  one  Augmentation  will  fecilitate  another  > 
and  Pretenfions  that  might  have  been  ridiculous  for  a  little  Duke 
to  niake^  will  appear  of  great  Confequence,  when  confidered 
3S  jfhe  Demands  of  a  very  confiderable  King. 

Thefe  political  Difquifitions  on  the  prefent  State  of  the  Domi- 
Dions  and  Pretenfions  of  the  Houfe  oi  Bourbon  in  Italy^  will  affift 
us  much  in  forming  an  Idea  of  that  new  Scene  of  N^otiation 
that  is  at  prefent  on  foot,  and  which  at  this  Jundure  is  fo  great 
a  Myftery,  that  very  few  feem  to  know  what  to  make  of  it, 
but  by  Degrees  it  will  open,  and  expand  itfelf,  fo  as  to  become 
very  perceptible,  and  then  w«  (hall  be  no  longer  in  the  Dark  as 
to  our  Concern  in  it.  The  Ballance  of  Italy  will  always  retain 
its  Connexion  with  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe  \  fo  that 
it  is  a  vain  Thing  to  imagine,  that  it  can  be  either  altered  by  a 
War,  or  fettled  by  a  Peace,  without  Prejudice  to  the  Maritime 
Powers,  and  confequently  without  their  being  obliged  to  trouble 
themfelves.  about  it.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  it  is,  and  muft  be 
the  Intereft  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  more  efpecially  to  keep  a 
fteady  Attention  to  that  Ballance  ;  and  if  the  Treaty  of  ff^orms 
bad  been  effedually  executed,  that  alone  would  have  been  a 
fufiicient  Security;  he  muft  have  taken  pirp  of  our  Intercfts, 
becaufe  it  is  certain  he  will  never  defert  his  own.  But  the 
Cafe  is  much  altered  now,  and  remains  ftill  in  a  State  of  Alte- 
ration, which  when  or  where  it  will  flop,  is  not  in  the  Breaft 
of  Man  to  determine. 

Let  us  next  proceed  to  the  Republicks  in  Italy,  upon  the  State 
of  which  we  fhall  be  much  moreconcife;  and,  that  what  we 
have  to  fay  may  be  with  the  more  Eafe  retained,'  we  will  take 
tb^m  in  the  Order  of  Time,  in  which  they  were  erefted. 


SECT.     VII. 

The    Prefent  State   and  Political  Inter ejls  of  the 
Republick  of  VE'tiiCZ. 

THE  Glory  of  the  Venetian  State  is  at  prefent  indeed  much, 
inferior  to  what  it  was,  -when  without  Affiftance  Oie  was 
a  Match  for  the  whole  Ottoman  Power  by  Land  and  Sea,  and 
loft  nothing  of  her  Courage,  and  but  very  little  of  her  Territo- 
ries, by  the  famous  League  of  CamWayy  when  rather  out  of 
Envy,  than  from  any  better  Caufe,  the  greateft  Powers  in-ffw-- 
r(ipp  were  allied  againft  her. 
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Buttho*it  be  true,  that  the  Republick  is  not  what  (he  has 
been,  that  her  Dominions  are  reduced  within  narrower  Bounds, 
fo  that  except  what  fhe  poffcflcs  on  the  Terra  Firma  of  Italyy  in 
Dalmfitioj  and  a  few  inconfiderablc  Iflands,  (he  has  nothing  left 
of  thofe  extenfive  Territories  that  contributed  to  enrich  her 
Subje£b  by  their  Trade,  and  gave  her  fo  conftderable  a  Rank 
amongft  the  Powers  of  Europe  \  yet  (he  is  ftill  Miftrefe  of 
enough,  not  only  to  deferve  Notice,  but  alfo  to  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Potentates  in  Italy^  and  moll  iUu- 
ftrious  RepuUicks  in  Europe, 

It  is  highly  to  the  Honour  of  this  State,  that  for  upwards  of 
twelve  Centuries  Ihe  has  preferved  her  Freedom,  and  for  a  great 
Part  of  that  Time  has  lived  under  the  fame  Government,  with- 
out fufFering  any  of  thofe  dreadful  Revolutions  by  which  many 
of  her  powerful  Neighbours  have  been  involved  in  Blood  and 
Confufion.  This  has  juftly  given  a  high  Reputation  to  the 
^  WiHom  of  her  Senators,  who  by  their  great  Policy  and  wonder- 
ful Secrecy,  have  been  able  through  fo  long  a  Track  of  Time, 
^  to  guard  with  equal  Diligence  and  Succefs  againft  foreign  Con- 
federacies and  domeftic  Confpiracies,  many  of  which  they  have 
defeated,  when  laid  with'  the  deepeft  Cunning,  and  fupported 
with  no  inconfiderable  Strength, 

Hot  very  Lofles  are  fo  far  nom  reflefting  Difcredit  on  the  Re- 
publick, that  on  the  contrary,  they  do  her  the  gre^teft  Honour 
in  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  who  are  capable  of  forming  a  right 
Judgment  of  Hiftory,  and  know  how  to  diftinguifh  properly 
in  refpe<a  to  Caufes  and  Events.  The  long  War  in  Defence  of 
Candia  againft  the  Turksj  exhaufted  the  Treafures,  and  weak-* 
ened  the  Power  of  this  State  to  a  Degree,  that  flie  has  not  been 
able  to  recover ;  but  that  War  was  continued  for  many  Years 
againft  the  whole  Strength  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  by  Sea  and 
Land,  and  was  almoft  as  fatal  to  the  Turks  as  to  her  \  for  they 
too  have  been  declining  in  Power  and  Reputation  ever  fince :  So 
that  (he  might  be  truly  ftiled  in  that  refpeil  the  Bulwark  of  Eu- 
ropiy  to  the  Safety  of  which  (he  contributed  much  more  than 
(he  fufFcrcd  by  the  Loffes,  that^by  the  Fortune  of  War  (he  fuf- 
(ained  during  that  famous  Contention. 

The  common  Opinion  that  ihe  continues  ftill  to  decline, 
and  that  the  very  Being  of  the  Republick  is  in  Danger  from  a 
Aow  Confumption,  has  been  perhaps  taken  up  without  due  At- 
tention, and  for  want  of  having  juft  Notions  of  the  wife  and 
folid  Maxims  by  which  her  Gqvernment  is  condufied.  For  tho' 
it  be  true,  that  ihe  13  in  no  Condition  to  maintaiu  fuch  a  War 
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as  that  of  CandiOy  yet  it  is  no  Icfs  true,  that  as  Things  are  now 
circumftaftced,  fhe  has  very  little  Reafon  to  fear  it 

In  the  two  laft  Wars  with  the  Turks^  (he  fufficiently  demon- 
ftrated,  that  tho'  her  Forces  were  much  weaken  *d,  (he  was  far. 
from  having  loft  her  former  Spirit,  or  from  wanting  fuch  a  Power 
as  was  neceffary  for  her  Defence  j  and  the  noble  Statue  erefted 
to  the  Honour  of  the  late  Field  Marfhal  Schukmbirg  in  the  great 
Square  of  Cjr/»,  which  he  fo  glorioufly  defended,  will  remain  a 
perpetual  Monument  of  the  Bravery  of  her  Troops,  as  well  as 
of  her  Zeal  and  Gratitude  to  that  intrepid  Officer,  which  it  may 
be  hoped  will  not  a  little  contribute  to  procure  a  Succeffion  of 
Generals  as  worthy  and  as  fortunate. 

Befides  all  this,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  (he  is  now 
better  fccured  againft  the  Turks  by  her  perpetual  Alliance  with 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  than  in  former  Ages  ;  and  if  we  alfo  re- 
fleft,  fhat  in  cafe  the  latter  at  any  time  break  with  the  Turks j 
in  virtue  of  that  Alliance,  they  arc  fure  of  being  fupportcd  by 
the  Ruffians^  it  will  be  fufficiently  evident,  that  the  Venetians 
have  much  lefs  to  fear  than  they  had  in  former  Days.  Since  the 
Peace  of  Pajfarowtiz^  therefore,  which  was  concluded  on  the 
loth  of  y^/K  1718,  they  have  remained  very  quiet ;  and  as  they 
have  very  wifely  avoided  taking  any  Share  in  thofe  Difputes  that 
have  perplexed  Europe^  they  at  the  fame  time  have  thought  it 
proper  to  keep  up  a  numerous  Body  of  Forces,  in  order  to  ren- 
der their  Neutrality  refpefted. 

That  the  Reader  may  perceive,  what  we  have  advanced  in  re- 
lation to  this  Republicic  is  founded  in  Truth,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  a'  fliort  Account  of  the  Countries  (he  poflefles. 
In  the  firft  place,  the  noble  City  ofFenicej  and  thelflands  about 
it,  which  are  fo  populous,  have  fo  many  Manufactures,  and 
(till  carry  on  fo  great  a  Trade,  more  cfpecially  whenever  the 
other  Powers  of  Italy  are  at  War,  and  the  Subjefts  of  the  Re- 
publick  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  her  Neutrality,  that  the  Revenue 
drawn  from  them  by  the  State^  amounts  annuaUy  to  three  Mil- 
lions of  Ducats. 

On  the  Terra  Firma  or  Continent  of  Italy^  (he  poflfclTes  the 
Trevjfan^  the  Paduariy  the  Vicentiriy  the  Veronexij  the  Brega^ 
mafcy  the  Territory  of  Brefciay  the  City  of  Crema  and  its  Di- 
ftrift,  and  \ht  P olefin  \  they  have  alfo  a  great  Part  of  FriuUy  of 
Iftriay  of  Dalmatia  and  Albania '^  and  they  ftill  preferve  the 
Iflands  of  C^r/«,  Zante^  CerlgOy  finnesy  Curzola  znA  Cefalonia  : 
All  thefe  Countries  are  rich  and  fruitful,  and  the  Inhabitants 
drive  a  very  great  Trade  in  the  Levant^  as  well  as  in  other  Parts 
of  Europe. 
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The  entire  Revenue  of  the  Republick  is  computed  at  aboul 
eight  Millions  of  Ducats,  and  the  annual  Expence  docs  not 
commonly  exceed  hajfthatj  fo  that  in  Time  of  Peace  they 
are  conftantly  laying  up  large  Sums,  Before  the  fatal  War  of 
Candia  they  had  in  their  Treafury  fifteen  Millions  of  Ducats  in 
ready  Money,  exclufive  of  the  famous  Gold  Chain,  to  which 
they  annually  added  fome  Links,  which  forty  Porters  couI<| 
hardly  carry,  and  which  on  certain  Feftivals  was  extended  crofe 
the  Square  oi^x..Afarky  for  theEntcrtainment  of  the  People. 
As  they  have  now  enjoyed  Peace  thirty  Years,  it  may  be 
prefumed  that  their  CofFers  are  again  pretty  full,  fo  that  upon 
any  emergent  NeceiSty,  they  would  be  able  to  make  much 
greater  Efforts  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

As  to  the  Gpvernment  of  Venice^  it  is  fo  well  known,  that 
we  n^ecd  fiot  defcribe  it.  We  (hall  only  obferve,  that  it  is  a  pure 
Ariftocracy,  and  though  thje  Duke  has  the  Title  of  Prince,  yet 
the  Majefty  of  the  Republick  refides  in  the  Senate.  The  great 
Maxim  of  this  wife  Body,  is  to  manage  the  Government  with 
the  utmoft  Frugality,  to  encourage  Trade  as  much  as  poffible, 
and  to  preferve  Peace  a$  long  as  they  are  ^ble. 

They  have  always  a  conilant  Eye  upon  the  Turks^  and  have 
excellent  Intelligence  even  in  the  Seraglio  itfelf ;  fo  that  they 
can  hardly  be  fufprized  \  and  in  Time  of  Peace  they  carry  on  a 
prodigious  Commerce  in  all  Parts  of  that  Empire.  They  are 
jealous  of  the  Pope^  with  whom  they  have  many  ancient 
Qrouqds  of  Difpute,  which  is  the  Reafon  that  they  exclude  all 
Ecclefiafticks  from  their  Counfels.  They  are  obliged  to  live  iq 
ftri<a  Friendfhip  with  the  Emperor,  tho'  it  is  certain,  that  they 
are  not  at  all  dcfirous  of  feeing  the  Power  of  t]he  Houfe  of  Au- 
Jiria  extend  itfclf  in  Italy.  They  were  heretofore  jealous  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain  for  the  fanje  Reafon ;  and  very  probably  this 
Spirit  would  revive,  if  Don  Philip  (hould  gain  by  Purchafe  any 
iZiore  confiderable  Eftablifhment  in  that  Country;  for  the  keep- 
ing even  the  IJallance  of  which,  they  are  as  much  or  ^more  con- 
cerned than  any  other  Potentate. 

In  former  Times  the  Republick  was  ftrongly  inclined  to  fa- 
vour France  ;  the  Ambaflador  of  this  Crown  received  very  high 
Honours  at  Venice^  and  generally  fpeajcing,  the  Venetian  Car- 
dinals joined  thofe  of  the  French  faiStion  in  the  Conclave  j  yet 
there  is  no  Reafon  to  prcfume,  as  fome  do  from  hence,  that 
tjie  Republick  i$  governed  by  tbefe  Notions  ftill,  for  the  Cir- 
c;jmftaiiccs  o{  Things  being  changed,  according  to  the  fettlec| 
Rules  of  their  Policy,  the  Conduct  of  the  Republick  muft 
change  alfo  \  and  tiie  very  lame  Principles  that  induced  her  to 
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fide  with  the  French  in  the  Conclave,  will  engage  her  now  to  aft 
againft  them,  and  \i\  Favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujlrhy  becaufe 
the  Family  of  Bourbon  is  become  too  potent. 

It  may  indeed  be  furmifed  that  this  State,  afFefting  Peace  fo 
much  as  (he  does,  might  ))e  awed  by  the  Power  of  France ;  but 
of  this  there  Is  no  fort  of  Appearance.  For  when  Lewis  XIV. 
about  171  f,  declared  at  Rome^  Cardinal  Ottchonij  a  Subjefl  of 
the  Republick's,  Protedor  of  the  Cr9wn  of  France^  and  hb 
Eminence  had  accepted  that  Dignity,  contrary  to  the  Maxims 
of  the  Venetian  State,  which  never  permits  any  that  have  beca 
in  iheir  Service,  to  enter  into  that  of  other  Princes  ;  they  pro- 
ceeded without  Delay,  and  without  Ceremony,  to  deprive  him 
and  all  his  Relations  of  the  Privileges  of  Nobility,  and  to  banifli 
them  their  Dominions.  We  may  therefore  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  Grandeur  of  this  Houfe  will  be  very  far  from  being  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Venetians. 

They  have  always  maintained,  and' very  probably  will  con- 
tinue  to  maint4in,  a  clofe  Friendfhip  and  ftrift  Alliance  with  the 
Swifsy  there  being  a  mutuat  Connexion  between  their  Interefts  ; 
^nd  each  of  them  having  frequent  Occafions,  from  the  Vicinity  of 
their  Territories,  to  aflc  and  receive  Favours  from  the  other. 

They  are  likewife  bound  to  live  in  good  Intelligence  with  the 
Monarch  of  the  Two  Sicilies^  and  with  the  Grand  Duke  ofTuf- 
cany^  on  Account  of  the  DiflSculties  to  which  their  Commerce 
would  be  unavoidably  liable,  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  or  even  a 
Difference  with  either.  There  was  heretofore  a  great  Coolnefi 
between  the  Republick  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy ^  on  account  that 
the  latter  aflumed  the  Title  of  King  oi  Cyprus ;  to  which  alfo  the 
Doge  of  Venice  pretends  :  And  it  is  difficult  to  believe  how  mucli 
this  flight  PuncSiilio  kept  thcfetwo  Powers  at  a  Diftance.  But 
Cnce  the  Duke  of  Savoy  has  become  King  of  Sardinia^  and  the 
Situation  of  Things  in  Italy  is  fo  much  changed,  that  the  Bal- 
lance  is  almoft  conftantly  in  his  Hands,  the  Venetians  have  altered 
their  Meafbires;  and  it  is  certain,  that  at  prefent  there  is  a  very 
good  Correfpondence  between  that  Monarch  and  the  Republick. 

The  long  and  warm  Difputes  that  have  happened  heretofore 
between  this  Republick  and  that  of  Genoa%  has  occafioned  fuch 
^n  Lwetcracy  as  is  fcarce  to  be  conceived  ;  grounded  alfo  upon  a 
Pun<Slilio,  the  latter  defiring  to  be  regarded  as  an  Equal,  and  the 
former  treating  her  upon  all  Occafions  as  an  Inferior.  This  S{Jeen 
was  carried  farther,  during  the  fatal  War  with  Candia^  than  one 
would  havcexpefted  from  the  Venetian  Prudence;  for  when  the 
G enoe/e  o&rcd  very  confidcr.ible  Affiftance  at  a  Time  when  Ve^ 
nice  wanted  it  mofl,  upon  Condition  that  an  Equality  ihould 
(uhfiil  for  the  future,  they  rejected  the  Proportion  with  Difdain, 
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and  chofe  rather  to  run  the  Hazard  of  total  DeftruAion,^  than 
to  receive  Affiance  upon  fuch  Terms. 

Yet  even  this  Quarrel  feems  now  to  be  laid  afleep,  if  not  ex- 
tinguUhed  ^  for  during  the  laft  Diftrefs  of  the  Genoeje  ;  it  is  very 
certain  that  the  Venetians  interpofed  not  only  with  much  Civility, 
but  with  great  Earneftnefs  at  the  Court  of  Vienna  ;  and  if  we 
may  depend  upon  the  Reports  that  have  been  current  in  Italyy 
the  Genoeje  received  pecuniary  Supplies  of  a  Nature  that  fuffi- 
ciently  declared  the  Depth  of  the  Purfe  from  whence  they  were 
drawn,  though  it  was  not  held  convenient  to  embark  openly  in 
their  Quarrel. 

Thus  by  a  brief  Enumeration  of  Fafls,  we  have  ihewn,  tTiat 
notwithftanding  what  has  pafled  heretofore,  the  Republick  of 
Veniu  is  ftill  in  a  Condition  to  fupport  herfelf,  and  in  no  Dan- 
cer either  from  the  Power  of  her  Enemies,  or  of  her  Neigh- 
bours 5  that  if  fhe  loves  Peace  it  is  from  wife  and  prudent  Mo- 
tives, and  not  from  Timidity ;  that  as  fhe  forms  no  Pretenfions 
upon  her  Neighbours,  fo  flie  is  inclined  to  live  with  them  in 
the  greateft  Harmony  imaginable ;  and  in  a  Word,  that  as  (he 
has  no  Views  of  Conqueft;  for  herfelf,  flic  is  bound  by  Intereft 
as  well  as  led  by  Inclination  to  give  all  the  Oppofition  poffible  to 
fuch  as  from  ambitious  Motives  difturb  the  Peace  of  Italy. 

The  Confideration  of  this  to  thofe  who  maturely  weigh 
Things  of  fo  important  a  Nature  will  appear  of  no  fmall  Con- 
fequence.  For  as  no  Government  in  the  Univerfe  underflands 
its  own  Interefts  better^  or  purfues  them  more  clofely  than  the 
Venetian  Senate,  fo  it  is  a  mighty  thing  to  be  fecure,  that  no 
Temptation  will  ever  engage  this  State  to  violate  Juftice,  or 
aim  at  increafmg  her  Wealth  or  her  Dominions  at  the  Expence 
of  any  of  her  Neighbours.  Befides  there  is  a  moral  Certainty 
that  if  the  BALLANCE  in  this  part  of  Chriftendom  fliould 
be  apparently  in  Danger,  this  Commonwealth  would  take  the 
Part  of  the  Oppreflcd,  and  venture  ^11  for  preferving  the  Free- 
dom of /if  j/y.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Venetian  Ambaffadors  in 
the  feveral  Courts  of  Europe  never  want  the  Means,  of  infmuat- 
ing  their  Sentiments  to  the  Minifters,  and  giving  fuch  true 
Lights  in  refpedl  to  the  Concerns  of  Italy^  as  may  prevent  falfc 
Steps  being  taken,  and  powerfully  perfuade  the  taking  thofe 
that  are  twe,  neither  of  which  would  otherwife  be  brought  to 
pafs, 
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SECT.    VIII. 

7ke  Prefent   State  and  Political  Inferejls  ef  tie 
RepuiHck  of  Genoa. 

THIS  Republick  made  anciently  a  very  good  Figure,  not 
only  confidered  as  a  free  State  of  Italy^  but  in  refped  ta 
Europe  in  general.  Her  Dominions  were  large,  her  Commerce 
extenfive,  and  her  Naval  Power  extremely  formidable.  But 
according  to  the  Nature  of  all  Commonwealths,  Fluftuationa 
and  Revolutions  in  Government  have  been  very  common  here ; 
and  to  them  it  has  been  chiefly  owing,  that  Genoa  has  falleli 
from  what  fhe  was,  and  been  driven  at  fcveral  timds  to  fbbmtl; 
herfelf,  not  only  to  the  Emperors  and  Kings  oT  France^  but  tcr 
the  Marquifles  of  Montferraty  the  Dukes  of  Mikfiy  and  other 
little  Princes. 

In  fliort,  the  Chara£lers  given  by  ancient  Writers  of  this 
Nation  under  the  Name  of  Liguriansy  have  been  always,  and 
at  all  times,  but  too  applicable  to  the  Genoeje ;  who  from  a 
f^£lious  DiipoTitiony  and  almofl  perpetual  Difaffedtion  to  the 
Form  of  Government  under  which  they  lived,  have  kept  thcm- 
felves  in  continual  Difquiet,  and  loft  unaccountably  the  Ad- 
vantages derived  to  them  from  their  Trade,  and  from  their 
Situation,  which  might  otherwife  have  enabled  them  to  attain 
what  feems  after  all  to  have  been  the  utmoft  Extent  of  theif 
Wifhes,  a  Power  as  great,  and  an  Eftabliihment  as  folid,  as 
that  of  their  Sifter  Republick,  Venice. 

As  to  their  prefent  Condition,  by  which  I  mean  the  Form 
ef  Government  they  are  now  under,  they  owe  it  entirely  ta 
the  Virtue  of  Andrew  Doria^  who  in  1527  rcfcued  them  out 
of  the  Hands  of  the  French^  and  rcfufing  the  Sovereignty  of- 
fered him,  fixed  their  Condition  as  a  freeotate,  regulating  their 
ancient  Nobility,  fo  ^  to  confift  in  twenty-eight  Families, 
and  their  new  Nobles  in  twenty-four.  It  is  not  neceffary 
for  us  to  enter  into  the  Particulars  of  their  Hiftory  from  that 
Time,  becaufe  they  are  well  known;  and  therefore  we  fhall 
content  ourfelves  with  faying,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Faftions  between  their  old  and  new  Nobility,  which  in 
1573  rofe  To  high  as  to  occafion  a  CiviJ  War,  and  their  Dif- 
putes  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  which  engaged  them  in  feveral 
Wars,  they  might  have  from  that  Period  to  this  enjoyed  Peace 
and  Plenty. 
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In  1684  they  were  feverely  chaftifcd  by  Lewis  XIV.  on  ac- 
count of  fome  OfFence  he  had  taken  to  their  Conduct:,  or  rather 
from  a  Vanity  of  (hewing  his  Naval  Force  by  bombarding 
Genoa  J  and  obliging  the  Doge,  and  four  of  the  principal  Sena* 
torsy  to  repair  to  Verfaittesy  and  make  a  Submiffion  as  little 
honourable  to  him  as  to  the  Republick.  In  the  War  occaTion- 
cd  by  the  Spanijh  Succeflion  thev  were  but  indiiFerently  treated 
ly  the  Allies,  and  by  the  French  *y  but  at  the  Clofe  of  it,  they 
made  themfelves  fome  amends  by  purchafing  from  the  late  Em- 
peror Cbarks  VL  the  Marquifate  of  Finaly  to  the  Pofleflion  of 
which  they  h^d  long  and  ardently  afpired. 

We  have  heard  fo  much  of  this  Matter  already,  and  it  is 
|)6ffible  may  hear  fo  much  more  of  it  hereafter,  that  it  is  re- 
^uifite  we  uiould  <ay  fomething  of  it  here ;  and  as  we  have  no 
kind  of  Prepoffeffion  in  favour  of  either  Party,  we  fhall  ftate 
the  Faft  in  few  Words,  and  as  fairly  as  it  is  poiSble. 
The  Genoefe  had  very  old  Pretenfions  upon  this  Country,  in 
Right  of  a  Mortgage  by  the  Princes  to  whom  it  belonged  j  but 
under  colour  of  a  Felony  committed  by  one  of  thofe  Princes, 
it  was  (eized  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  and  belonged  to  the 
Spani/h  Branch  of  that  Family.  It  was  by  this  mq^ns  that  it 
came  with  the  reft  of  the  Italian  Dominions  of  that  Houfe 
into  the  Hands  of  the  late  Emperor,  and  on  his  Behalf  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  put  a  Garrifon  into  it.  But  upon  the  Sale  of 
this  Marquifate  by  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  1713,  the  Pied- 
montefe  Garrifon  in  Final  evacuated  it,  and  three  hundred  Ctt- 
Jicans  took  PoffeiSon  of  it  for  the  Genoefe^  who  kept  it  till  the 
laft  War.  ^ 

But  it  is  alfb  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  Dukes  of  Savoy 
bad  likewife  Pretenfions  upon  this  Marquifate,  though  they 
were  not  in  a  Condition  to  aflert,  or  make  them  good ;  and 
therefore  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Worms^  as  we 
have  fhewn  in  another  Place,  his  Sardinian  Majefty  ftipulated, 
that  upon  giving  the  Genoefe  Satisfaftion  for  the  Money  laid  out 
in  the  Purchafe  of  this  Country,  it  fhould  belong  to  hira.  This 
the  Republick  confidered  as  fo  great  an  Injury,  that  they  entered 
into  a  Treaty  with  the  French  aud  Spaniards  for  their  own  Secu- 
rity, and  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Dominions  j  the  Confe- 
quences  of  which  are  very  well  jcnown. 

But  with  refpeft  to  this  Marquifate,  and  the  Difpofition  of 
this  Country  by  the  Treaty  of  IVormsy  there  are  three  Points 
tiiat  deferve  woll  to  be  confidered.  The  firjl  is,  That  what- 
ever Rights  the  Dukes  of  Saioy  had  to  this  Country,  they 
could  not  be  prejudis:cd  hy  the  Emperor's  Sale  of  it  to  the 
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Gemepi  and  therefore,  there  was  no  Injuftice  in  Ac  I^ing  of 
Sardtniifs  taking  Advantage  of  that  critical  Conjundure  to  avail 
himfelf  of  t^e  Pretenfions  of  his  Family. 

Tht  feccnd  is.  That  the  Genoefe  were  to  have  a  SatisfaOion  for 
this  Marquifate ;  and  tho'  it  might  be  true^  that  both  their  In« 
terefts  and  their  Inclinations  l5  them  to  prefer  the  PofleiSon 
of  Final  to  any  Equivalent  that  could  be  given  them  for  it,  yet 
this  ought  not  to  be  a  Rule  to  other  Powers,  whofe  Interefts  and 
Inclinations  were  on  the  Side  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty.  Thit 
will  appear  ftill  plainer,  if  we  confider  that  it  is  not  out  of 
fcny  real  Affedlion  for  the  Republick  of  Genoay  that  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  contended  for  maintaining  her  in  the  Pofleffion  of 
this  Country,  but  for  the  Sake  of  keeping  her  in  Dependence^ 
and  keeping  at  the  lame  Time  final  from  the  King  of  Sardinia* 
The  Allies  therefore,  who  had  the  fame  Reafon  to  wiih  this 
Country  in  the  Hands  of  that  Prince,  had  the  fame  Right  to 
employ  their  Power  for  the  Accomplifliment  of  their  Wiihes 
in  this  Rcfpeft. 

'  The  tlnrd  Point  is.  That  the  Defire  of  making  this  Alteram* 
tion  was  not,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  either  wanton  or  arbitrary; 
on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  have  been  founded  upon  Prin- 
ciples of  good  Policy ;  for  on  the  one  hand,  as  it  would  have 
immediately  opened  a  Communication  between  the  Dominions 
of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  which  is 
apparently  of  the  higheft  Confequence  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Tranquility  and  Ballance  of  Power  in  Itafy'f  fo  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  provided  that  it  ihould  be  equallv  beneficial 
to  Commerce,  by  an  exprefi  Stipulation  that  Pinal  fhouU  be 
made  a  free  Port,  in  the  fame  Manner,  and  for  the  fiune  Pur- 
pofes,  as  Leghorn, 

But  none  of  thefe  Confiderations  weighing  with  the  Ginoeji^ 
they  ventured  the  Subverfion  of  their  Sute  for  the  Sake  erf"  pre- 
icrving  this  Territory,  which  neverthelefs  was  taken  from  them 
by  the  Chance  of  War,  together  with  Savonaj  which  is  ano- 
ther fine  Port,  that  they  have  long  ago  filled  up  and  reiklered 
ufelefs,  for  the  Sake  of  confining  the  Commerce  of  that  Part 
of  Italy  to  their  own  Harbour}  which,  how  confiftent  it  is 
with  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  the  general  Intereft  of  other 
trading  Countries,  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
One  Thing  however  is  very  clear,  that  a  State  which  con- 
fiders  nobody's  Incereft  but  her  own,  has  no  great  Reaibn  to 
exped  that  other  States  would  confider  her  Intereft  more  than 
their  own. 
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Birarerjr  of  this  Nation^  than  the  bare  Obfervatlon,  that  ttiejr 
have  not  only  prcfervcd  their  Freedom  in  Spite,  but  have  beeri 
alfo  always  formidable  to  the  moft  potent  of  their  Neighbours : 
Yet  their  Country  is  very  far  from  being  large ;  in  Length  fome- 
what  lefs  than  three  hundred,  and  in  Breadth  very  linle  more 
than  a  hundred  Miles. 

Before  we  proceed  fiirther,  it  will  be  requifite  to  give  fomc 
Account  of  the  Diftribution  of  thefe  People.  The  Inhabitants 
of  Switzerland  then  may  be  divided  into  three  Parts  :  'Fir/fy  the 
Stuifs  properly  fo  called,  or  the  thirteen  Cantons ;  which  fland 
in  the  following  Order,  i.  Zurich.  2.  Berti.  3.  Lucern.  4.  TUc. 
^.Swit%.  6.  Underwald.  7.  Zug.  8.  Claris.  9.  Bazil  or  Bafle. 
JO.  Friburg.  II.  Soluthum,  12.  Schaffhaufen.  And' 13.  jfppenzeL 
Of  which  the  Proteftant  Cantons  are  Zurich^  Berriy  BazzL,  and 
Scbaffhaufefij  with  above  two  Thirds  of  the  Canton  of  Glaris^ 
and  more  than  half  of  Jppenxel\  the  People  in  the  reft  are  all 
Roman  Catholicks. 

Secrndfyy  The  Subiefb  of  the  Switzers  which  are  eitficr 
fuch  Towns  and  Bailliages  as  belong  to  them  all,  or  to  feveral 
in  common,  or  that  depend  upon  feveral  Cantons.  Of  the  for- 
mer  they  reckon  nine ;  viz.  the  County  of  Baden,  the  Free 
Villagesy  the  Counties  of  Turgovy,  SargantZy  and  Rhtntaly  and 
the  four  Italian  Bailliages  of  Lugano^  Locarno,  Mendrifco,  and 
Valmodia ;  to  which  we  muft  add  the  three  Cities  without  Ter- 
ritory, viz.  Boemgarieny  MeUingen,  and  Rapperfwail.  The 
"lour  Bailliages  of  Lugano,  Locarno,  Mendrifco,  and  Valmo£a^ 
were  difmembered  from  the  Ducliy  of  Milan,  and  belong  to  afl 
the  Cantons  except  Appenztl,  which  at  that  Time  was  not  ad- 
mitted into  the  Alliance.  Three  other  Bailliages  in  Italy,  viz. 
Bellinzona,  Valhrima,  and  Riviera,  were  conquered  by  the  Can- 
tons of  Zurich,  Switz,  and  Underpaid,  from  the  Dukes  of  Milan. 
The  little  Territory  of  Jlfax,  and  the  County  of  TVerdenhergh^ 
both  feated  on  the  Rhine,  belong,  the  former  to  the  Canton  of 
Zurich,  and  the  latter  to  that  of  Claris.  The  Bailliage  of  Caf- 
ieren  belongs  to  the  Cantons  of  Switz  and  Claris ;  and  the  Can- 
tons of  Bern  and  Friburg  poiTefs  the  four  BatUiagcs  of  Morat^ 
Gremton,  Echelens,  Swaitzenburg,  which  they  conquered  from 
the  Dukes  of  Savoy. 

Thirdly,  The  Allies  of  the  Switzers  are  the  Grifons,  who 
are  divided  into  three  L^ues,  that  of  the  Grifons,  of  the 
Houfe  of  Cod,  and  of  the  Ten  Jurifdi^iions.  They  are  partly 
Proteftants,  and  partly  Papifts,  and  have  alfo  a  confiderable 
»  conquered  Country  that  belongs  to  them.  The  Town  and 
County  of  Neufchatcl,  of  which  we  have  (hewn  elfewhere  the 
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King  of  Pruffta  is  Sovereign ;  the  Abbot  and  City  of  St, 
Gall^  the  little  Republick  of  ff^allaisy  which  the  Germans  call 
Wallis-Land'^  the  City  and  Republick  of  Geneva 'y  the  Town 
of  Btenrie  or  Biel^  which  is  allied  to  the  Canton  of  Bern ;  and 
the  Town  of  Mulhaufen  not  far  from  Bajil^  to  which  it  is 
allied. 

It  is  not  to  be  expeSed  that  we  fhould  enter  into  a  long  De- 
tail  either  Hiftorical  or  Political,  concerning  thefe  People,  for 
that  would  require  a  confiderable  Volume,  whereas  what  wc 
have  to  fay  about  them  muft  be  confined  within  a  very  narrow 
'  Compafs.  There  is  hardly  one  of  the  Cantons,  States,  or  Cities 
beforementioned,  that  agrees  with  another  in  point  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and  indeed  every  kind  of  Government  that  ever  was  in- 
vented, is  to  be  found  amongft  them  ;  yet  they  arc  all  maintain- 
ed under  their  refpeftive  Forms,  and  in  their  refpe£tive  Rights, 
from  that  common  Love  of  Freedom  and  Juftice,  which  prevails 
generally  among  the  whole  Nation* 

The  greateft  Part  of  their  Country  is  the  moft  rugged  in 
^  its  Appearance,  and  naturally  the  moft  barren  in  its  Soil  of  any 
in  Europe 'y  and  yet  by  Dint  of  Labour  and  Cultivation,  they 
render  it  tolerably  fruitful.  All  their  Cities  are  well  built,  po- 
pulous, and  moft  of  their  Inhabitants  live  pretty  much  at  their 
Eafe,  which  is  owing  partly  to  their  Induftry,  and  partly  to  their 
Frugality.  The  Gentry  of  Switzerland^  notwithftanding  what 
is  commonly  reported  of  them,  are,  generally  fpeaking,  tolerably 
educated,  and  from  their  feeing  foreign  Countries,  commonly 
well  bred.  Their  Traders  have  great  Privileges,  and  fomc  of 
them  are  in  wealthy  Circumftances  j  and  as  for  their  Pealants, 
they  -ire  very  hardy  and  laborious.  As  their  Women  are  juft- 
ly  reputed  very  honeft  as  well  as  very  good  Houfe-wives,  fo 
tfiey  are  generally  fpeaking  very  prolifick,  and  their  Country 
being  but  narrow,  this  lays  them  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of 
fending  out  Numbers  every  Year  to  feck  their  Bread  in  foreign 
Countries. 

As  they  are  naturally  of  a  martial  Difpofition,  and  accuftom- 
ed  to  Arms  from  their  Youth,  they  ufually  feck  fomc  fo- 
reign Service  or  other ;  thofe  of  the  Popifh  Cantons  go  into 
the  French  and  Spanijh  Pay ;  thofe  of  the  Proteftants,  and  not 
a  few  of  the  Popifh  likewife,  into  that  of  the  States  General '^ 
but  wherever  they  are,  they  have  the  Honour  to  be  account- 
ed as  good  Troops  as  any  in  the  World.  After  fomc  Years* 
Service  more  or  lefs,  according  to  their  Contra^h,  the  private 
Men  return  home,  though  their  Corps  remain  ftill  in  foreign 
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Service,  and  are  from  time  to  time  filled  up  with  frefh  Re- 
cruits. 

It  is  owing  to  thefe  People  that  have  fervcd  abroad,  both  Of- 
ficers and  Soldiers,  that  the  Swifs  are  never  at  a  lofs  for  as  large 
and  well  difciplihcd  an  Army  as  any  Government  in  Europe  can 
raife,  which  are  at  the  fame  time  the  Guardians  of  their  own 
.Liberty,  and  the  Proteftors  of  their  Neighbours  Freedom.  Nei- 
ther is  their  Power  grounded  onlv  on  Opinion,  for  they  have 
defended  themfelves  at  different  Times  againft  moft  of  the  great 
Powers  in  Europe^  and  though  they  have  been  fometimcs  out- 
witted, yet  they  were  never  beaten,  or  reduced  to  demand  Peace 
by  any  rower  whatever  j  fo  that  they  may  be  juftly  confidered, 
taking  in  their  Situation  and  their  Militia,  as  the  moft  uncon- 
querable People  in  Europe, 

It  is  very  difficult,  perhaps  hardly  poffible,  to  makeajuft 
Computation  of  the  Force  of  the  Swifs.  Some  fay,  that  the 
Canton  of  Bern  alone  can  bring  into  the  Field  one  hundred 
thoufand  Men  5  but  thofe  who  fay  this  allow,  that  they  could 
not  maintain  them  for  any  Time.  Things  are  much  changed 
with  this  Nation  from  what  they  were  formerly  ;  for  they 
.have  now  feveral  good  FortrefTes,  though  heretofore  they  had 
none.  Many  of  the  Gentry  of  Switzerland  zxt  very  able  Statef^ 
men,  as  well  as  experienced  Officers,  and  fuch  in  former 
Times  were  very  fcarce.  Several  of  the  Cantons  are*  now  very 
rich,  and  befides  vaft  Sums  that  they  have  locked  up  at 
home,  have  alfo  great  Wealth  in  foreign  Banks,  and  particu- 
larly in  our  Funds.  Every  great  City  is  well  furnifhed  with 
Artillery,  and  at  Bern  and  Zurich  they  have  Field  and  Batter- 
ing Trains  of  Brafs  Cannon,  than  which  there  are  few  better 
in  Europe, 

Yet  with  all  this  Force  they  are  not  in  the  leaft  formidable 
to  thofe  that  live  near  them,  fince  they  are  without  doubt  the 
very  befl  Neighbours  in  the  World  ;  \o  void  of  Ambition,  that 
they  have  no  Idea  of  Conqucfl^,  fuch  Lovers  of  Juftice,  that 
the  very  Report  of  Oppreflion  will  bring  them  to  the  Relief  of 
the  Diftreflcd.  By  this  means  the  City  of  Geneva  has  been  often, 
and  will  probably  be  always  protected  againft  two  very  formi- 
dable Powers,  one  the  moft  enterprizing,  and  the  other  the  moil 
ambitious  in  Europe. 

Thofe  who  have  treated  of  the  Intcreft  of  the  Swifsy  feem  to 
think  that  they  may  be  fomc  Time  or  other  in  Danger  from 
Frances  but  of  this  there  feems  to  be  at  prefcnt  very  little  Ap- 
pearance.   For  In  the  firft  place,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  why 
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the  Prenck  fliojuld  quarrel  with  them,  fince  as  themfelves  allow, 
and  indeed  all  the  World  knows,  the  Swifs  Troops  in  their 
Pay  make  the  Flower  of  their  Infantry.  It  is  in  the  ne^ct 
place  very  difficult  to  apprehend  why  the  Swifs  fhould  quarrel 
with  the  French^  from  whom  it  is  certain  they  receive  confi- 
derable  Advantages.  It  is  true,  that  the  Swifi  are  open  on  the 
Side  of  the  Franche  Compte  5  and  it  has  been  thought  a  great 
Overfight  in  this  Nation  to  let  the  French  become  Matters  of 
it;  but  in  all  Probability  they  depended  upon  their  natural 
Strength;  and  within  lefs  than  half  a  Century,  when  France 
talked  very  big,  and  threatened  in  relation  to  the  Sovereignty 
of  Neufchaiel  and  Valingen^  the  Swifs  were  fo  far  from  (how* 
ing  any  Concern  about  it,  that  they  were  ready  to  have  taken 
up  Arms,  if  Lewis  XIV.  had  not  immediately  changed  his 
Language. 

As  for  the  Houfe  of  Avftriay  they  will  never  attack  or  offend 
the  Swifi  for  fear  of  throwing  them  into  the  Arms  of  France^ 
and  there  is  no  other  Potentate  in  Condition  to  difturb  them. 
The  only  Point  of  their  Intereft  which  they  feem  not  perfedly 
to  underuand,  is  the  Power  they  have  of  protecting  Italy  \  for 
if  the  Princes  of  this  Country  could  be  brought  to  enter  into  a 
Treaty  of  perpetual  Neutrality,  and  could  prevail  upon  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  in  Confideration  of  an  annual  Subfidy,  to  join 
in  it,  and  keep  up  a  conftant  Body  of  Troops,  to  give  Weight 
to  that  Neutrality,  the  Ballance  there  might  be  effefiually  fettled  j 
but  private  Interefts,  and  the  ambitious  Views  of  fmall  Princes 
as  well  as  great,  render  this  a  1  hing  not  fo  much  to  be  hoped 
for  as  wiflied. 

Thus  we  have  made  the  compleat  Tour  of  Ilafyy  and  have 
taken  a  View  of  all  the  Kingdoms,  Principalities,  and  Re- 
publicks,  of  which  it  confifls,  Lucca  and  St.  Marino  excepted, 
which  are  not  of  Confequence  enough  to  claim  a  Place  in  a 
Work  of  this  Kind.  We  have  fcen  the  comparative  Strength, 
and  the  natural  Interefts  of  all  thefe  Powers,  from  whence  it 
manifeftly  appears,  that  tvtxy  one  of  the  Potentates  have  in  rea- 
lity but  one  great  Objefl  which  ought  to  abforb  all  their  Views, 
and  that  is  the  Maintenance  of  the  Peace  of  Italyj  which  they 
have  Force  fufficient  to  accomplifli,  and  which  if  they  could 
agree  upon  a  general  Treaty  of  Neutrality  and  Guaranty, 
might  very  probably  be  maintained  without  any  Force  at  all, 
that  is  without  keeping  up  Land  Forces  for  that  Purpofe,  dif- 
tin£l  from  thofe,  which  every  Power  will  judge  it  requifitc 
to  keep  on  foot,  for  thtf  Safety  of  its  own  Dominions.  This 
would  enable  them  to  turn  the  Cares  of  their  refpe£Hve  Go- 
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vernments  to  their  proper  Subjeft,  the  Welfare  of  their  People, 
by  employing  them  in  the  Improvement  of  the  Countries  they 
inhabit,  and  reviving  that  Commerce,  which  was  once,  and 
might  be  again  the  Glory  of  Italy,  This  the  Reader  ought 
not  to  regard  as  the  vifionary  Scheme  of  a  private  political  Wri- 
ter, unacquainted  with  the  Manners,  Notions,  and  Defigns  of 
the  Italian  Powers,  fmce  it  is  really  a  Thing  in  which  their 
own  Authors  agree,  and  which  in  its  Nature  is  as  capable  of 
Demonftration  as  any  thing  of  this  Kind  can  be,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  taken  as  a  certain  and  eftabliflied  Truth,  to  which, 
however  icpugnant  the  Practices  of  Men  have  been,  or  may  be, 
it  yet  remains,  and  will  ever  remain  unaltered  in  itfelf,  and  con- 
fequently  worthy  the  Attention  of  thofe,  who  from  a  rational 
and  well-grounded  Principle  of  true  Policy,  wifli  well  to  Man- 
kind, and  defure  rather  to  fee  them  eafy  and  happy,  than  poor 
and  oppreiTed,  and  their  Countries  rich  and  flouriflhing,  than 
barren  and  uncultivated,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  God  and 
Man. 

We  have  likewife  fcen  what  indeed  could  be  feen  no  other 
'  way,  from  a  fuccinft  Deduftion  of  their  rcfpeftive  Interefts, 
from  Hiftory,  what  the  real  Sources  are  of  that  Conduft  which 
has  hitherto  counteradled,  and  will  probably  continue  to 
hinder  their  Concurrence  in  eftabliftiing  this  plain  and  falu- 
tary  Syftcm.  We  have  feen  in  Italj  what  may  alfo  he  feen 
in  the  iS/i?riA,  in  Germany^  and  indeed  every  where  elfe,  that 
the  Ambition  of  Princes,  the  Defire  of  aggrandizing  certain 
auguft  Families,  the  pernicious  Inclination  of  purfuing  pri- 
vate and  particular  Views,  inconfiftent  with  Univerfal  Prof- 
perity,  and  confcquently  inconfiftent  with  themfelves,  have 
feduced  thofe  who  have  the  Power  of  commanding  others, 
to  enter  into  Confederacies  upon  plaufible  Appearances,   and 

fenerally  fpcaking  with  a  fallacious  Promife  of  fupporting  that 
Equality,  Independency,  and  Tranquility  they  were  really 
calculated  to  dcftroy ;  and  we  have  feen  to  how  little  Purpofc 
long  and  bloody  Wars  have  been  carried  on,  immenfe  Trea- 
furcs  fquandcred,  the  real  Welfare  of  the  People  negleited,  till 
through  downright  Weaknefs  and  Wearincfs,  all  Parties  have 
been  content  to  let  their  Quarrels  reft,  till  they  recovered 
Strength,  and  compafled  the  Means  of  reviving  them  again ; 
we  have  fcen  that  as  fatal,  and  as  fruitlefs,  as  thefe. Contentions 
have  been,  the  Seeds  of  them  ftill  remain,  and  we  have  too 
much  Reafon  to  fear  will  {hoot  once^  more  even  in  our  Times. 
We  have  fcen  this,  but  to  what  Purpofe  ?  To  dsfpair  per- 
Jiaps  of  ever  feeing  it  otherwife,   but  not  to  defpair  of  feeing 
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that  Ruin  of  the  Ballance  of  Power,  that  total  Confufion,  and 
entire  Subjeftion  of  this  fine  Country  to  the  Lufts  of  an 
ambitious  Family,  prevented  ;  if  not  from  a  generous  Zeal  •  , 
for  Liberty,  yet  by  a  dextrous  Management  of  repugnant  In-. 
terefts,  and  combining  the  Views  for  private  Advantages  fo  as 
to  anfwer,  in  fomc  mcafure,  the  Ends  of  a  virtuous  and  publick 
Spirit.  '  ' 

To  fee,  and  to  underftand  this  thoroughly,  ftill  is,  and  al- 
ways has  been  a  Point  of  A'cry  high  Conlequcnce  even  to  thofe 
who  have  no  other  Concern  in  Matters  of  this  Kind,  than  to* 
know  when  they  go  wrong,  and    when    they  go   right,  what 
politic^   Meafuces    are    undertaken    upon    juft,  prudent    and 
prafticable  Principles,  when  entered  upon  without  due  Confi-, 
deration,  to  anfwer  fomc  immediate,  and  yet  unneccflary  End, 
or  upon  Grounds  falfc  or  ftudioufly  mifrcprefented  ;  this  I  call 
not  only  an  entertaining;,  ufeful,  and  noble  Part  of  Knowledge, 
in   comparifon  of  thofe  little  mean  and  trifling   Studies  that 
frequently  take  up  a  great  deal  of  Time,  without  adorning  or 
elevating  the  Mind,  but  alfa  a  weighty  and  important  Science, 
becaufe   it  puts  it   in   -our  Power  to  be  a  Check  upon  thofe 
who  have  the  Direftion    of  our  Finances  and  naval  Power, 
to  difcovcr  their  Miftakes,  or  their  wilfully  facrrficino;  nation- 
al Concerns  to   minifterial   Interefts,  and  on  the  other  hanrf 
gives  us  the  Capacity  of  exploding  the  plaufible  Harangues  of 
falfe  Patriots,  who  by  a  theatrical  Delivery,  and  pathetick  Dic- 
tion, diftraft  the  Mmds  of  the  Vulgar,  and  excite  their  PaP- 
fions  agavnft  thofe  whofe  Condu£l,  for  want  of  proper  Lights, 
it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  underftand.     We  may  therefore  be 
convinced,  that  how  vain  a  thing  foever  it  may  be  to  hope, 
that  political  Perfection  from  Men  in  publick  Office,  which  is 
never  to  be  expected  among  them,  confidered  in  their  private  Ca- 
pacities, yet  it  Is  really  worth  while  to  know  wherein  that  Per- 
fcftion  confifts,  and  the  Methods  by  which  it  may  be  approach- 
ed, tho' not  abfolutcly  attained. 

But  to  refume  our  Subject.  Thofe  who  have  triily  at  Heart 
the  maintaining  the  Ballance  in  Tfaly,  muft  be  fure  to  have  it 
conftantly  in  their  Eye,  and  to  watch  carefully  all  the  Steps 
that  may  be  purfued  to  fubvert  it.  It  is  true,  that  rteps  of  this 
Kind  may  be  taken  without  any  dircft  Breach  of  Treaties, 
and  in  that  cafe,  it  may  not  be  poflible  to  prevent  them, 
perhaps  not  prudent  to  intermeddle  with  them  ;  but  it  may 
be  very  reafonable  to  remonftrate  to  fuch  of  the  Italian  Powers 
as  are  neutral  in  fjch  Tranfadlions,  the  Confcquences  that 
may  attend   them,  to   which    thofe   Powers  would    willingly 
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Vulgar  ;  but  decent  and  proper  Expreffions  of  Things  that  con- 
cern the  Peace,  the  Safety  and  ProfperitY  of  Mankind,  which 
it  behoves  thofe  who  aim  at  diilinguifhing  themfelves  froot  the 
Herdy  clearly  to  comprehend,  thoroughly  to  digeft,  zealoufly 
to  maintain,  as  far  as  their  Sphere  of  A£fion  extends.  Happy 
the  Man  !  who  in  an  Age  like  this  could  fet  fo  glorious  a  Sub- 
je£t  in  a  Light  fo  true,  as  that  it  fbould  be  generally  £een,  and 
as  generally  comprehended.  We  might  then  hope  to  fee  that 
divine  Spirit  revived,  which  once  enabled  u^  in  the  very  Dawn 
of  our  Maritime  Power,  to  break  the  Chains  of  Europe^  to 
bum  the  Beardj  as  Sir  Francis  Drake  pleafantly  called  it,  of  that 
Caiholick  King  who  formed  the  wifeft  Plan  of  univerfal  Empire  ; 
to  baffle,  with  the  AiEftance  of  Heaven  (ever  to  be  expefied  in 
confounding  Babels)  his  invincible  Armaiay  and  to  protedb 
the  Pcor  Dijirejfed  States  of  Holland,  till  they  became 
High  andmigbty.  And  how  this  can^e  to  pafs,  will  be  fhewa 
in  the  enfuiiig  Chapter. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

AJuccinB  /Account  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  andEJia- 
blijhment  of  tbeRepuhlick  of  the  United  Provinces; 
the  Sources  of  the  amazing  Succefs  of  its  Subjects 
in  Commerce^  and  the  quick  Growth  of  their 
Naval  Power  j  the  Nature  of  their  domejiick  Go^ 
vernment  truly  fiated^  and  their  real  Interefts 
with  regard  to  the  reft  of  the  Powers  of  Europe 
impartially  confdered. 

T  TPON  the  Dcclenfion  of  that  Empire  which  Charlemagne 
yj  erefted  in  the  Weft,  the  Counties  of  Lower  Germany^ 
which  had  made  a  Part  of  it,  fell  under  different  Modes  of 
Government,  in  refpeft  to  the  Title  of  the  fupreme  Magiftrate, 
and  fome  Points  of  Form  in  regard  to  the  Adminiftration  of 
Affairs,  but  with  refpeS  to  the  fundamental  Principles  of 
Rule,  the  fame.  That  is  to  fay,  the  Governors  under  various 
Names  took  upon  them  the  fupreme  Dignity,  by  the  Confent 
of  the  People,  to  which  they  were  equally  indebted,  both  for 
their  Power  and  for  thqir  Titles,  there  being  nothing  clearer 
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in  Hiftory,  than  that  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Countries  had 
ever  high  Notions  of  Liberty,  and  would  no  farther  fubmit  to 
Rule,  than  they  thought  requifite  for  their  own  Good.  It  was 
with  this  View,  that  they  were  content  to  have  one  fupremc 
M^iftrate,  who  was  to  prefide  in  their  Councils  in  Times  of 
Peace,  and  to  be  at  the  Head  of  their  Forces  in  the  Field  when 
they  were  obliged  to  make  War  j  but  the  Regulation  of  civil 
Affairs,  by  repealing  old,  and  making  new  Laws,  and  the 
Power  of  giving,  ralfing,  and  appropriating  the  publick  Re- 
venues, was  in  the  General  Ailembly  of  the  States,  compofed  of 
the  Nobility,  Cfei^y,  and  Cities. 

Thefe  Provinces,  according  to  the  common  Computation, 
were  feventeen  in  Number,  viz.  four  Dukedoms,  Brabant^ 
LtTnburg^  Luxemburg^  and  Gueldr£S ;  fcven  Earldqms,  Flanders^ 
Artois^  Hainault^  HoHmid,  Zealand^  Namur^  and  Zutpheni 
five  Lordfliips,  Friejland^  Malines^  Utrecht^  Overyjfelly  and  Gro- 
ningen  ;  and  Antwerp^  which  has  the  Title  of  Marquifate  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  Thefe  Provinces  were  anciently  ruled,  each 
by  its  Prince  or  Lord,  but  afterwards  feveral  of  them  were 
either  by  Inheritance,  Marriage,  or  Contra£l,  united  together, 
till  moft  of  them  fell  to  the  Share  of  the  Houfe  of  Burguntfy^ 
from  whence  they  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Aiiftria^  by  the  Mar- 
riage of  Maximilian  I.  who  had  efpoufed  Mary  the  only 
Daughter  of  ClyarUs  firnamed  the  Hardy ;  and  were  afterwards 
all  united  under  Charles  V.  who  governed  them  in  Peace  and 
Profperity.  He  was  a  Native  of  GA^/,  and  had  both  a  paternal 
and  fraternal  Afftdion  for  the  People  of  the  Ltno-CountrieSy  and 
therefore  met  with  -a  reciprocal  Return  of  Duty  and  Loyalty 
from  them. 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,,  and  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Ltnu-CountrTes^  Philip  II.  was  by  no  means  of  his 
Difpofition,  but  belield-  in  the  Light  of  oedition  whatever 
crolFed  his  abfolutc  Will  and  Plcafurej  though  informing  his 
Refolutions  he  had  fhewn  ever  fo  little  Regard  to  the  Laws  and 
Liberties  of  his  Subjects.  He  conceived  the  highcft  Prejudice 
againfb  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Low-Countries  before  he  quitted 
them,  for  he  was  there  at  the  Time  of  his  Father's  Rcfignation, 
on  Account  of  the  Application  made  to  him  by  the  Stat&s 
that  he  would  v/ithdraw  the  foreign  Troops,  confide  the  De- 
fence of  the  Fortreiles  to  the  national  Forces,  and  beflow  all 
places  of  Truft  and  Profit  upon  the  Natives.  He  is  acknowledged 
to  have  been  a  confuniaiate  Politician;  but  fuch  as  allow  him 
this  Charafter,  muft  of  neceOity  except  his  Condudl  in  the  Low- 
Countries^  whigh    was   certainly    the    vtxy   reverfe.     He  dif- 
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obliged  the  People  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  fpread  amongft  tbem 
a  univerfal  Spirit  of  DififFe£lion,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave 
tbem  a  Head,  by  maletreating  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  no  Man  of  his  Rank  could  endure  Thofe  who 
love  refined  Strokes  in  Government,  have  fuggefted  that  King 
Philip  did  all  this  byDefign,  in  hopes  of  becoming  abfolute 
Mafter  of  the  Provinces,  and  enjoying  befides  the  confifcated 
Eftatcs  of  the  Prince,  which  were  very  large,  and  of  great 
Value.  If  it  was  poffible  to  believe  this  true,  it  might  with 
Juftice  be  faid,  that  the  King  was  as  much  difappointed  as  he 
deferved  to  be.  The  Severity  9f  thofe  he  intrufted  with  the 
Government,  drove  the  People  to  take  up  Armsj  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange^  who  could  not  fee  his  Country  ruined,  and 
his  Countrymen  deftroyed  without  Regret,  refented  at  laft  their 
ill  Ufage  and  his  own  with  fo  much  Spirit,  as  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  People's  Liberties,  and  of  the  Grandeur  of  his 
Succeflbrs-  ^ 

Jl^iliiam  oi  Najfau^  the  firft  of  that  Name,  Prince  of  Or^^-^r, 
to  whom  Cardinal  Grcnvelle  gave  the  Sirname  of  the  Silent^ 
may  be  juftly  ftiled  the  Founder  of  this  Republick.  He  was 
endowed  with  great  Qualities  by  Nature,  which  were  improved 
by  conftant  Study,  and  an  excellent  Education,  in  which  he 
bad  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  for  his  Tutor,  who  took  him  for 
his  Page  when  he  was  twelve  Years  old,  whom  he  ferved  for 
nine  Years,  and  by  whom  he  was  trufted  with  the  greatcft  Se- 
.  crets  of  State,  at  an  Age  when  others  could  have  (carce  com- 
prehended them.  He  preferred  him  at  the  Age  of  two  and 
twenty  to  all  his  old  Generals,  and  gave  him  the  Command 
of  an  Army  when  his  Affairs  were  in  the  mod  critical  Situa- 
tion, If  it  was  furprizing  that  fo  wife  and  great  a  Monarch 
{hould  have  fuch  a  Confidence  in  a  Perfon  fo  young,  it  is  ftill 
more  furprizing  that  he  (hould  juftify  that  Confidence  by  his 
Behaviour,  more  efpecially  when  he  had  to  do  with  the  ableft 
^d  moft  experienced  Officers  of  that  Age.  He  was  born  to 
a  great  Succeffion  in  Germany j  the  L(m)-  Countries,  the  County 
of  Burgundy,  and  in  France,  and  coming  early  to  fo  large  a 
Fortune,  he  lived  with  that  Magnificence  with  which  it  ena- 
bled him  to  live,  and  added  Luftre  to  the  Court  from  which 
he  received  the  Honours  due  to  his  Birth,  and  nothing  more. 
He  had  a  Magnanimity  that  neither  Profperity  could  elate, 
or  Adverfity  deprefs  ;  his  Wifdom  enabled  him  to  adl  in  all 
Situations;  he  was  never  wanting  in  his  Duty  to  his  Prince, 
till  his  Prince  rendered  that  Duty  a  Folly,  by  withdrawing 
his  Protcflion,  and  laying  Snares   for  his  Life ;  his  Courage, 
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Ws  Conftancj;  his  Sincerity,  attraSed  the  Friendflrfp  of  the 
Nobles;  his  Probity  fecured  him  the  RefpeS,  his  Affability 
gained  him  the  Affeftion  of  the  People.  All  Ranks  and  Degrees 
of  Men  looked  up  to  him  in  their  Diftrefs,  as  the  only  Ferfoa 
who  could  protect  them  j  he  repaid  their  Confidence  by  a  ge- 
nerous Contempt  of  Danger,  and  fecrificed  his  hereditary  For- 
tune for  their  Prefervation.  With  alt  thefe  Virtues  he  could  not 
cfcape  Envy ;  but  he  did  more,  he  triumphed  over  it  j  he  bore 
with  the  calling  in  the  Archduke  Matthias^  and  then  with  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  of  France^  as  willing  to  yield  to  any  thing 
that  might  fave  his  Country  from  Deftrudlion ;  and  when  thefe 
Hopes  were  found  vain,  he  was  content  to  take  up  thinjgs,  dcf- 
perate  as  they  weic,  and  by  his  Prudence  laid  the  Foundation  of 
the  publick  Freedom,  by  engaging  the  Provinces  of  Gueldres^ 
Holland^  Zealandy  Frtejland^  and  Utrechty  to  afTociate  for  their 
mutual  Safety  in  1579. 

The  great  Difficulty  in  rendering  a  People  free,  who  have 
felt  the  Weight  of  Tyranny  only  for  a  fliort  Time,  does  not 
confift  fo  much  in  perfu^ding  them  to  hazard  their  Lives  and 
Fortunes,  by  taking  up  Arms  againft  their  Oppreflbrs,  as  in 
prevailing  on  them  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Regulations  as  are  ahfb- 
lutely  ncceflary  for  coridudling  their  Affairs  to  a  happy  IfTue. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  experienced  this  from  the  very  Begin- 
ning of  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Lotu-CountrteSy  to  the  Time  of 
his  Demife.  He  felt  it  however  moft  towards  the  Clofe  of  his 
Ivifc,  when  the  Duke  of  Alencoriy  by  his  rafh  and  perfidious 
Attempt  upon  Antwerp^  excited  the  People  to  abhor  the  French 
as  much  as  they  had  ever  done  the  Spaniards,  In  the  Affembljr 
of  the  States  General  at  Dort^  it  was  with  extreme  Difficulty 
that  he  prevented  them  from  difcovering  their  Refentment  with- 
out rtferve,  by  reprefenting  that  it  was  not  only  impoffiUe 
for  them  to  think  of  refifting  both  the  French  and  Spaniardsy  but 
likewife,  that  the  only  probable  Means  of  defending  themfelves 
againft  the  latter,  was  by  fecuring  the  Friendfhip  and  Proteftion 
of  the  former.  Some  mention  was  made  in  this  Aflembly 
of  giving  the  Title  of  Count  of  Hollandy  with  all  the  Pre- 
rogatives annexed  to  it,  to  the  Prince  of  Orangey  but  the 
States  were  too  fond  of  their  Sovereignty  to  liften  10  any  fuch 
thing ;  and  thofe  who  were  Enemies  to  his  Serene  Highnelk 
and  his  Family,  have  taken  care  to  reprefent  this  to  Pouerity, 
^s  a  direA  Proof  of  his  boundlefs  Ambition,  which  confidering 
the  limited  Authority  of  thofe  Princes,  and  the  extreme  Danger 
'  the  People  were  in  of  being  reduced  by  Force  of  Arms  under 
;he  abfolutc  Power  of  die  King  of  Spain^  is  a  very  unjuft  Im- 
putation, 
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fnitatton,  perhaps  we  flibuld  not  carry  things  too  far,  rf  we 
ftiled  it  a  groundlefs  Calumny.  All  that  he  could  obtain  of  that 
Aflembly,  was  to  fend  an  Ambafly  to  the  Duke  of  Alencon^  with 
InftruSions  to  negotiate  an  Accommodation  that  they  might  not 
be  totally  deprived  of  the  Af&ftance  of  France^  and  while  at  his 
Requeft  they  thus  happily  temporized.  Providence  delivered 
^m  from  their  Fears  on  this  Side,  by  the  Death  of  that  Duke, 
which  happened  on  the  loth  oSJune  1584. 

The  News  of  the  Duke  of  Alencori%  fudden  if  not  violent  Death 
was  brought  to  the  Prince  of  Orange^  by  a  Pcrfon  who  aiTumed 
the  Name  of  Francis  GuyWy  and  pretended  to  be  the  Son  of  one 
PiUr  Guyon  of  Btxancon^  who  had  been  put  to  Death  on  the 
Score  of  his  being  a  Proteftant,  to  which  Religion  this  young 
Man  appeared  to  be  a  zealous  Bigot.     His  Hi^hnefs  had  em- 
ployed him  in  feVeral  Affairs  of  Importance,  in  which  he  had 
difcharged  his  Truft  with  great  Diligence. and  Integrity.     Kis 
true  Name  was  Balthazar  Gsrbard,  a  native  of  Burgundy^  and 
about  the  Age  of  twenty-feven,  a  Man  of  a  determined  Spirit, 
deep^DiifimuIation,  •  and  a  furious  Papift.     He  took  the  Ad- 
vantage when  the  Prince  was  juft  rifcn  from  his  Dinner,  in  his 
Palace  at  Delfty  and  was  calling  for  a  Standifli  in  order  to  iign 
a  PaiTport  for  this  Man  to  take  another  Journey,  to  difcharge 
2  Piftol  laden  with  three  Bullets  direftly  againft  his  Highneft's 
Breaft,  of  which  Wound  he  immediately  died  without  fpeak- 
ing  a  Word.     The  daring  Aflaffin    had   taken    his  Meafures 
ibr  his  Efcape  with  great  Sagacity,  and  was  very  near  efFoct- 
ing  it.     Being  fcized,    he   avowed   the    Fad,    and  affirmed, 
that  if  it  was  to  do  again,  he  would  perform  the  fame  Thing ; 
and  in  this  he  not  only  perfifted  throughout  all  his  Examina- 
tions, but  even  in  the  Midft  of  thofe  Torments,  in  which  he 
ended  his  miferable  Life,    without  ever  owning  a  Syllable  of 
the  Confpiracy  of  which  he  was  barely  the  Executioner.     Moft 
of  the  Dutch  Writers  charge  this  Murder  upon  the  Spaniards^ 
and  indeed  not  without  Reafon,  fmce  by  an  EdiSt  dated  Autarch 
25th,  1580,   PbiUp  IL   had  profcribcd  the  Prince  of  Orangey 
branded  him  with  all  the  Crimes  imaginable,  expreifed  in  the 
grofieft  Language,  and  promifmg  Pandons,  Honours  and  Re- 
wards to  any  who  would  difpatch  him.     But  others,  confidering 
the  JmH^urc   in  which  he  died,    believe,    that  .Balthazar  re- 
ceived  his  Inftru£iions   in  a  Language  more  familiar  to  that 
Country  than  SpanijL     However  that  Matter  may  be,    it  is 
certain  that  the  Dcnih  of  this  great  Man,  who  was  always  the 
Darling  cf  the  People,  and  whofc  Maxim*  it  was  that  Happi- 
nefs  ought  to  be  cxtcndcJ  to  all  Ranks  and  Degrees,  thtt  the 
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Confciences  of  Men  fhould  be  free,  and  that  whatever  was 
raifed  on  the  Publick  ihould  be  fpent  in  the  publicfc  Service?; 
1  fay,  it  is  very  certain,  that  his  Death  was  equally  agreeable 
to  the  Partizans  of  Spain^  and  to  the  high  Republicans;  that 
is,  to  fuch  as  difdafned  to  have  any  other  than  a  King  for  a 
Matter,  and  to  fuch  as  defpifed  the  Thought  of  having  any 
Matter  at  all.  The  poor  People  who  had  loft  their  Proteftor, 
their  Patron  and  their  Friend,  the  Soldiers  who  hadioft  an  Offi- 
cer, who  without  Severity  maintained  ftioft  ftrift  Uifciplinc, 
and  the  Friends  to  rational  Liberty,  who  m  lofing  him  were  ap- 
prehenfive  they  had  loft  all,  deplored  him  with  unfeigned  Tears. 
Such  vras  the  End  of  JVilliam  the.firft  Prince  of  Orangey  Jufy 
10,  1584,  in  the  fifty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age* 

The  States  General,   as  foon  as  the  Prince  of  Orange  was 
dead,  declared  themfelves  Sovereigns  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
and  after  thus  opportunely  fecuring  the  fupreme  Authority,  in 
Condefcenfion  to  the  general  Grirf  of  their  Subjefis  celebrated 
the  Funeral  of  the  dcceafed  Prince  with  great  oolemnity,  and 
decreed  the  higheft  Honours  to  his  Memory.     His  Highneft 
had  been  four  times  married,  and  had  Children  by  each  of  his 
Wives.     By  his  firft,  y/;i»/ Daughter  to  Count  Egmonty  he  had 
PblUp  Count  de  Buren^  and  a  Daughter  A&ry,  who  married 
Count  Hohenloe.     By  his  fecond,    Anne  Daughter  of  Maurice 
Elector  of  Saxony^    he  had  Count  Maurice^   and  a  Daughter 
Emilia y  v^ho  mzrntA  Emanuel^  Son  to  Don  j/ntonioy  whom  the 
Spaniards  deprived  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,     By  his  third, 
Charlotte  de  Bourhony  of  the  Houfe  of  Montpenftery  he  had  fix 
Daughters.     And  by  his  laft  Wife,  Ltaiifa  de  Colignyy  Daughter 
to  the  Admiral  of  FranUy  he  had  a  Son  Henry  Fredericky  whom 
he  left  in  his  Cradle.     Philip  Prince  of  Orange  at.  the  Dcccafe 
of  his  Father  was  a  Prifoner  in  Spain ;  Count  Maurice  about 
the  Age  of  eighteen,  was  taken  from  his  Studies,  and  declared 
Governor  of  Hdlland  and  Zealandy  and  the  Nephew  of  the  Prince 
of  Orangey    William  de  Najfauy   was   declared  Stadtholder  of 
Friejlandy    from  whom  the  prcfcnt  Stadtholder  of  the  Union  is 
lineally  defcended.     The  States  General  found  the  Authority 
they  had  aflumed,  in  a  fliort  time  very  feverely  fhaken,  by  the 
Progrefs  which   the  Duke  of  Parma  made,  in  taking  many 
Places  of  Importance,  and  at  length  befieging  Antwerp,  which 
he  reduced  after  a  long  Blockade.     Thefe  Misfortunes,  which 
.were  very  near  overturning  their  new  Republick,   taught  them 
how  great  their  Lofs  was  in  that  Prince,  whofe  civil  Skill  and 
military  Prudence  was  the  real  Source  both  of  their  Power  and 
Safety.     In  this  Diftrefs  they  were  as  ready  to  part  with  their 
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Scnrereigntv,  a$  tfaey  had  been  to  aflTume  it,  and  were  now  wil- 
ling to  fubmit  to  any  Mafter  except  their  old  one.  With 
this  View  they  applied  themfelves  once  more  to  France^  but  the 
jnoft  Cbriftian  King  found  his  Affairs  too  much  embairafled  at 
home»  to  think  of  defending  Subjefts  at  a  Diftance ;  they  next 
offered  themfelves  to  Queen  EliTMbeth^  from  whom  they  had 
already  derived  very  great  Affiftance,  but  (he  too,  for  Rcafons 
of  State,  rejefted  that  Propofition ;  yet  to  prevent  their  total 
Ruin,  condefcendcd  to  their  Requeft  of  having  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Noblemen  in  England  fent  over  to  fupply  the  Place  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange^  and  to  adminiftcr  the  fuprcmc  Power,  both 
civil  and  military. 

This  Nobleman  was  Robert  Dudley  Earl  of  Leicejler^  the 
chief  Favourite,  the  great  Confident,  and  the  principal  Mini- 
Aer  of  Queen  EUzalethy  whom  the  Spanijh  and  Dutch  Wri* 
ters  fay,  was  fcnt  over  out  of  the  Queen's  Affection  for  him, 
and  her  Defire  to  raifc  and  diftinguiih  his  Character  j  but  G^ot- 
^^,,who  was  likely  to  know  thcfc  Things  better,  infinuatcs 
that  he  was  fent  over  to.  Holland  by  a  Stroke  of  his  own  Po- 
licy; that  is,  thofe  Members  of  the  Privy  Council  who  were 
moft  forward  in  advancing  him  to  this  Charge,  wifhed  him  the 
leaft  Good.     It  is  certain,  that  the  States  General  did  not  un« 
derftand  the  Thing  at  all  in  this  Light,  but  believing  that  he 
had  an  abfolute  Power  over  the  Queen,  endeavoured  to  make 
their  Court  to  him,  by  granting  him  almoft  an  abfolute  Power 
over  their  Subjefts,  which  difpleafed  hisMiftrefs,  and  very  foon 
grew  troublefome  to  themfelves.     The  Earl  of  Leiujler  was  a 
compleat  Courtier,  and  a  great  Statefman,  where  he  knew  his 
Ground,  but  either  never  knew,  or  had  long  before  forgot  the 
Art  of  War.     So  that  upon  the  whole,  he  made  but  a  very 
indifFerent  Figure  here,  tho*  he  fhewed  great  Abilities  in  rai- 
ling, extending,  and  maintaining  as  great  Power  as  any  Fa- 
vourite ever  had  in  England.    His  Campaign  in  1586  was  far 
from  doing  him  any  Honour,  the  Duke  of  Parma  carried  evtry 
thing  before  him,  baffled  all  the  Attempts  of  Leicefter^  and  re- 
lieved Zutpkeny.^ker  a  fharp  AcSion,  in  which  Sir  Philip  Sid^ 
ney  was  mortally  wounded,  in  a  manner  that  raifed  his  Repu- 
tation in  the  fame  Degree  that  it  deprefied  that  of  the  Englijh 
Stadtholder.     The  Earl  of  Lelcejier  finding  his  Condu<S^  dif- 
liked,  as  it  might  well  be,  by  the  States^  fell  to  flattering  the 
Minifters,  and  cajoling  the  People,   in  which  his  counterfeit 
Piety  wrought  fo  flron^Iy  with  the  former,  and  his  diflembled 
Patriotifm  had  fuch  Effects  on  the  latter,  as  threw  every  thmg 
into  Confufion  ;  and  when  Matters  were  in  tliis  State,  he  re- 
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turned  to  England^  leaving  the  Dutch  Affairs  m  a  much  worft 
Condition  than  he  found  them. 

As  foon  as  the  Earl  was  gone,  the  States  General^  at  the  Per- 
fuafion  of  their  Penfionafy  BameveJt^  declared  Prince  Maurice 
their  Captain-General,  and  made  hfe  Brother-in-law  Count 
Hohenloe  his  Lieutenant,  which  gave  great  Offence  to  the  Court 
of  Englandy  but  was  undoubtedly  a  very  right  Step  with  regard 
to  their  own  Affairs.     But  Leicejfer^  who  had  ftill  as  great  Cre- 
dit as  ever  with  the  Queen^his  Miftrefs,  and  was  very  fond  of 
the  Title  of  Excellency,  and  the  Power  he  enjoyed  in  Holland^ 
refolved  to  return  thither  the  next  Year,  which  the  States^  who 
depended  upon  Qiieen  Elizabeth's  Affiftance,  could  not  prevent, 
and  were  therefore  forced  to  admit  him,  and  reftore  him  in  a 
great  meafure  to  his  Authority,  whidi  he  managed  worfc  than 
before,  and  thereby  confirmed  the  Sufpicrons  which  the  States 
had  entertained,  on  account  of  fome  of  his  Creatures  betraying 
the  Places  with  which  he  had  entrufled  them  to  the  Sfaniards. 
He  made  two  or  three  unfucccfsful  Attempts  to  relieve  Sbtys^  and 
the  fame  ill  Fate  followed  him  in  all  his  Undertakings ;  fo  that 
he  quite  lofl  his  military  Charad^er,   if  indeed   he  was  ever 
cfteemed  a  good  Officer.     By  this  Time  the  States  had  dlfcover- 
ed  their  Miftake,  and  that  their  Complaints  againft  him  would 
not  want  powerful  Patrons,  which  encouraged  them  to  deal 
roundly  with  him,  and  plainly  with  his  Miflrefs,  who  thereupon 
recalled  him,  and  appointed  the  Lord  WiUoughhy^  an  horieft  Man, 
and  a  good  Officer,  to  command  her  Forces  in  the  Low  Coun-- 
tries.     All  Hiftorians  agree,  that  a  little  before  his  Departure^ 
Leicejier  encouraged  a  Confpiracy  at  Leyden^  which  coft  fome 
People  their  Lives.     He  is  accufod  by  fome  foreign  Writers  of 
attempting  to  make  a  Peace  between  Spain  and  England  at  th« 
Expence  of  the  Dutch,  but  the  Proofs  of  this  have  not  been  as  v^ 
produced.     There  is  yet  another  Charge  in  Camden,  whicn  I 
/hould  not  mention,  but  for  its  not  appearing  in  any  of  the 
Tranflations  of  his  Annals,  or  even  in  any  Edition  of  the  ori- 
ginal Latin,  except  that  of  Heame,  printed  from  a  Copy  cor- 
rected with  the  '*  uthor's  own  Hand.     This  Charge  is,  that  he 
had  framed  a  Defign  of  feizing  Prince  Maurice  of  Najfau,  aild 
the  Penfionary  Barnevelt,  and  fending  them  Prifoners  over  into 
England.     Whatever  the  Faults  of  this  Englijh  Stadtholder  might 
be,  the  Englijh  Troops,  and  the  Engli/h  Money,  did  the  States 
moft  ufcful  and  acceptable  Service,  as  themfelves  very  fully  ac- 
knowledge, and  in  fome  meafure  repaid,  when  by  a  Stratagem 
in  1588  they  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  Deftruftion  of  the 
Spanijh  invincible  Armada,  in  which  they  were  true  to  our  In- 
terefls  and  their  own. 

The 
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The  Neccffity  tbejr  were  under  of  having  a  Perfon  of  dillf  ii« 
guijQied  Chara£ler  at  the  Head  of  their  Armies,  and  thelnftances 
that  Count  Maurice  of  Naffau^  for  fo  he  called  hinifelf  while  his 
Elder  Brother  lived,  though  he  is  generally  ftiled  by  Hiftorlans 
Prince  Mauricey  induced  the  States  General  to  confide  their  Ar- 
mies to  him  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  his  Father.     He  was  in- 
deed the  true  Succeflbr  to  his  Virtues  and  Abilities  ;  which  is 
not  at  all  ftrange,  fincc  from  his  firft  Appearame  in  the  World, 
he  made  it  his  fole  Study  to  copy  that  noble  Character,  agree- 
able to  his  Device,  which  was  a  Tree  cut  to  the  Stumps,  with 
a  Shoot  growing  out  on  one  Side,  with  this  Motto,  Tandem  Jit 
fur  cuius  arbor*     It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  he  entered 
into  the  publick  Service  at  feventeen,  and  at  the  Age  of  twenty- 
one  he  had  the  fuprcme  Command.     He  fhewed  himfclf  at  that 
Time  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  Duke  of  Parma ^  who  had  been 
k  long  efteemed  the  beft  Officer  in  Europe -y  and  which  is  very 
fingular,  though  no  Man  gave  greater  or  more  frequent  Tefti- 
BDonies  of  perfonal  Courage,   yet  he  diftinguiihed  himfclf  very 
•arly  by  Stratagems^of  War,   which  are  commonly  the  EfFcdls 
of  deep  Judgment  and  long  Experience,    He  was  at  the  fame 
time  a  very  enterprizing  and  a  very  cautious  General ;    enter- 
prizing,  as  he  often  undertook  things  defperate,  and  in  Appear- 
ance im practicable;  cautious,  as  he  never  failed  to  execute  them 
with  fo  much  CircumfpeClion,  as  to  fhew  that  he  did  not  depend 
cither  upon  Fortune  or  Force,  but  upon  military  Skill.     He 
ftudicd  old  Authors  carefully,  and  more  efpecially  the  Writings 
of  Ceefar^  upon  which  it  is  faid,  that  feveral  of  his  Expeditions 
might  be  confidered  as  Commentaries.    His  Succefs  was  anfwer- 
able  to  his  Courage  and  his  Abilities ;  in  the  Space  of  twenty 
Years  he  took  forty  Cities  and  Towns  of  Confequence,  and 
beat  the  Spaniards  thrice  in  the  Field  with  great  Difproportion 
of  Numbers,  and  under  fome  other  Difadvantages.     As   his 
Father  laid  the  Foundation,  fo  this  Prince  raifed  the  Fabrick  of 
the  Dutch  Republick,  delivered  them  from  the  Fear  of  their 
Enemies,  and  gained  them  the  Title,  as  well  as  gave  them  the 
Power,  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

In  his  Time,  however,  thofe  Divifions  arofe  which  fubfifted 
ever  after,  and  which  many  think  are  not  yet  extinguifhed  ia 
that  Commonwealth,  As  there  is  no  forming  any  Idea  of  the 
Domeftick  Interefts  of  the  United  ProvinccSy  without  having 
juft  Notions  of  the  Principles  to  which  both  Parties  have  pre- 
tended, during  thcfe  long  Difputes  ;  it  will  be  necclFary  to  treat 
this  Matter  freely  and  fully,  at  Icaft  fo  far  as  is  confiftcnt  with  the 
Bounds  that  are  prefcribed  to  this  Work ;  and  without  any  Pre- 
judice 
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fudice  againft  one,  or  Prepoffeffion  in  favoxxt  of  the  other  PartT> 
*  both  having  in  ccruin  Circumftanccs  fliewn  themfclves  equally 
to  blame. 

TheCivil  War  in  thtLow-Counirteshaving  nowlaitcd  full  forty 
Years,  and  brought  inexpreffible  Mifories  as  well  on  the  SubjeSs 
of  the  States  General,  as  on  thofe  who  remained  under  the  Obe* 
dience  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujirloy  the  wifer  and  better  Part  of  the 
People  on  both  Sides  were  inclined  to  an  Accommodation. 
This  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  Prince  Mauriciy  who  appre* 
hended  a  Diminution  of  his  Power  was  the  principal  Objefl 
aimed  at,  by  thofe  who  were  for  pacific  Meafures  among  the 
Diitch.  At  firft  the  Fruub  King  Henry  the  Fourth  was  aeainft 
this  Pacification,  but  the  Penfiohaiy  Bameveb  having  reprefented 
to  him  bv  the  Minifters  of  the  RepuUick  at  Para,  that  they 
were  no  longer  able  to  carry  on  the  War,  without  running 
every  Year  in  Debt,  that  by  Degrees  the  very  Intereft  of  tfaele 
Debts  muft  become  a  heavy  Burthen,  from  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  deliver  themfelves,  as  many  had  lent  their  whole  For- 
tunes to  the  Publick,  and  had  no  other  Subfiftence  than  by 
receiving  their  Intereft  regularly;  the  Fremh  King  being 
convinced,  promoted  that  Meaiure  all  be  could,  fo  that  a 
Truce  was-  concluded  in  1609  for  twelve  Years,  by  which 
the  Republick  was  left  free,  and  in  full  Pofleffion  of  thofe  Do- 
minions which  bad  been  acquired  during  the  War.  After  this» 
the  Difputes  between  Prince  Maurice  with  diofe  who  adhered 
to  him,  and  the  Penfionary  Barmvelt  and  his  Party,  rofe  very 
high,  his  Highnels  being  extremely  jealous  of  his  Authority,  and 
fuch  as  oppofed  him  no  lefs  anxious  for  the  Prbfervation  of  their 
Liberty,  which  they  confidered  as  equally  loft,  whether  they 
fubmitted  to  the  Sovereignty  of  one  of  their  own  Countrymen, 
or  a  Stranger. 

It  happened  very  unluckily  for  the  publick  Tranquility,  that 
at  this  Time  there  arofe  rdigious  Difputes  about  the  Doarines 
of  Grace  and  Predeftination,  which  divided  the  whole  Nation 
into  two  Parties,  under  the  Title  of  Jmimans  and  Gtmarijiu 
The  Penfionary  Barneveb  was  in  the  Sentiments  of  the  former, 
but  out  of  regard  to  the  Peace  of  his  Country,  was  inclined 
to  have  ftifled  thefe  Difputes  by  a  publick  £di£^  which  Prince 
Maurice  and  his  Party  who  took  the  contrary  Side  prevented  ; 
and  laying  hold  of  this  Opportunity,  inflamed  the  Minds  of  the 
Populace  to  the  higheft  Degree,  by  reprefenting  the  Arminians 
as  fecretly  inclined  to  the  Spaniards  \  and  under  thefe  and  other 
Pretences,  making  ufe  of  the  Attachment  of  the  Army  to  his 
Perfon,  the  Prince  ventured  to  make  fome  bold  Alterations-  in  the 

li  Civil 


Civil  Government,  by  changing  the  Magiftratcs  of  Cities  at  his 
Pleafure,  fo  as  to  *  gain  an  abtblute  Afcendency  in  the  Ailembly 
of  the  States  GemraL 

'  The  Death  of  Philip  Prince  of  Orange  in  1618  without  Iffue^ 
having  added  to  the  Titles  the  Credit  and  the  Fortune  of  the 
Stadtholder,  he  refolved  to  puib  Things  to  Extremities  againft 
his  Adverfaries,  and  therefore  caufed  Penfionary  Bamevek  to  be 
arrcfted  5  as  alfo,  Mr.  Huguerbeets  Penfionary  of  Leiderty  Hug9 
Grotius  Penfionary  of  Rotterdam^  and  the  Sieur  de  Leeienberg 
Secretary  to  the  States  oiUtrecht,^  all  Perfons  equally  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  their  Capacities,  and  by  their  Probity.  Of  thcfe,  Bamevek 
only  was  made  a  Sacrifice,  being  accufed  of  th^  n\oft  enormous 
Crimes,  before  Judges  who  afied  by  Commiffion  from  the  States 
General^  who  in  rciality  had  no  legal  Jurifili£Hon  over  him,  if  he 
had  been  ever  fo  guilty,  the  States  of  Holland  being  his  fole 
■Judges  J  but  they  having  taken  him  under  their  fpecial  Protec- 
tion, were  not  like  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  bis  Enemies,  who 
procured  him  to  be  condemned  by  the  Judges  beforementioncd^ 
and  executed  him  the  next  Day.  Tho'  he  was  upwards  of  feven- 
ty,  he  died  with  the  fame  Calmnefs  and  Courage  he  (hewed  in 
-all  the  Adiions  of  his  Life,  and  his  Death  produced  the  dir^ 
contrary  Effeil  to  that  which  was  expelled  from  it. 

Prince  Maurice  of  Orange  found  his  Authority  more  generally 
difliked  than  ever,  and  by  none  fo  much  as  thofe  who  had  affifted 
violently  in  tlie  Perfecution  of  the  Penfionary.  He  faw  that  he 
was  no  longer  popular,  and  upon  the  breaking  out  again  of  the 
War  in  1621,  he  perceived  that  he  was  forfaken  by  his  good 
Fortune.  An  Attempt  which  he  made  fgr  furprizing  Antwerp 
failed,  though  he  thought  theDefign  fowell  laid  as  to  fay,  that 
•God  only  could  difappoint  it ;  he  faw  his  own  Town  of  Breda 
taken  hyJmbrofe  Spinola,  the  Relief  of  which  he  attempted  with-- 
'out  Succefs;  and  by  rcfleiSting  on  his  Reverfc  of  Iu;rtune,  tie  firft 
loft" that  even  Temper  for  which  he  had  been  always  famous,  and 
then  his  Health  ;  fo  that  broken  with  Care  and  Sickneft,  he 
breathed  his  laft  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1625,  *^  ^^^  fifty- 
third  Year  of  his  Age.  His  Knemies  allow  this  Prince  to  have 
had  great  Virtues;  and,  except  his  Ambition  and  Averfion  to 
Marriage,  fev/  or  no  Vices.  He  left  behind  him  a  natural  Son 
Mr.  de  Bevervcrtj  who  was  Governor  of  Bolduc^  a  Gentleman 
of  great  Parts  and  Courage,  who  lived  and  died  with  unfpottod 
Reputation  ;  one  of  whofe  Daughters  married  the  Earl  oiOjforyy 
by  whom  {he  was  Mother  to  the  late  Duke  of  Orv.ond^  and  the 
prcfent  Earl  of  Arfar.\  and  the  other  Henry  Earl  cf  Arllr^on^ 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second. 
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Prince  Henry  Fredenci^  the  youngeft  Son  of  William  the  firft^ 
Prince  of  Orange^  fucceeded  by  the  Death  of  his  Brother  Maurici 
to  aU  the  Eftates,  Titles,  and  Dignities  of  his  Father,  being  at 
that  Time  about  forty  Years  of  Age,  having  ferved  the  States  in 
their  Armies  in  a  manner  froni  his  Childhood,  and  yet  having 
rifen  no  higher  than  a  Colonel  of  Horfe,  till  he  fucceeded  to  the 
fupreme  Command.  He  had  in  the  Time  of  his  Brother's  Ad- 
miniftration  given  frequent  Teftimonics  of  his  Courage  and 
ConduS,  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  thatthofe  who  were  in  the 
Government  had  any  Idea  of  his  being  near  fo  great  a  Man  as  he 
really  was.  It  is  fuggefted  by  De  fP^tt^  and  the  Obfervation  is 
worthy  of  fo  great  a  A  Ian,  that  the  Difficulties  the  two  Brothers 
Maurice  and  Henry  had  to  ftruggle  with  in  their  Youth,  and 
that  Circumfpe£tion  with  which  they  were  obliged  to  behave^ 
had  very  good  EiFedb,  and  was  a  principal  Caufe  of  their  ac- 
quiring thofe  great  Accomplifbments,  by  which  they  raifed  their 
own  Credit  fo  high,  and  rendered  fuch  u(eful  Services  to  their 
Country.  In  1626  the  Prince  of  Orange  took  Oldenjiel^  and  the 
fame  Year  Vice  Admiral  Hein  made  himfelf  Matter  of  the 
Spanijh  Fleet  in  the  Bay  of  All  Saints  in  Brazil.  In  1 627,  the 
Prince  took  Grol^  in  the  Sight  of  a  Spanijh  Army,  who  durft  not 
attack  him  in  his  Intrenchments ;  and  towards  the  End  of  the 
fame  Year,  the  Vice  Admiral. beforementioned  took  the  whole 
Spanijh  Plate  Fleet,  with  five  Millions  Sterling  on  board.  In  1629, 
theStadtholder  reduced  Boldnc^  a  Place  of  great  Strength  as  well  as 
Importance,  which  Prince  Maurice  hzA  attempted  in  vain;  and 
this  notwithftanding  the  Spaniards  made  an  Irruption  into  the 
Country  about  Utrecht^  which  engaged  the  beft  Officers  in  his 
Army,  as  well  as  the  States  themfelves,  to  defire  him  to  raife  the 
Siege  5  but  he  was  of  Opinion  that  a  ravaged  Country  was  not 
loft,  whereas  a  good  Fortrefs  gained  was  a  great  Acquifition ; 
bcfides,  by  furprizing  Wexel^  where  the  Spaniards  had  all  their 
Magazines,  he  compelled  them  to  retire  in  hafte,  and  to  the 
Character  of  an  excellent  Officer,  added  that  of  a  General  happy 
in  his  Enterprizes ;  a  thing  of  the  higheft  Confequence,  info- 
much  that  the  Roman  Diflator  Sylla  chofe  rather  the  Surname  of 
Fortunate  than  Great, 

Henryy  Prince  of  Orange^  marsied  Jmelia  Daughter  of  the 
Count  de  Solms^  by  whom  he  had  a  Son,  Prince  iPtHiamj  and 
four  Daughters.  In  1631,  the  States  General^  to  (hew  their 
Refpect  for,  and  Confidence  in  the  Prince  Stadtholder,  granted 
the  Survivancy  of  all  his  Employments  to  the  Prince  his  Son, 
and  prefented  him  with  the  Patent  in  a  Gold  Box,  tho'  he  was 
not  then  quite  five  Years  old,  which  was  an  extraordinary 
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Stretch  of  CompIaiCincc,  and  far  beyond  any  thing  tliey  had 
4one  for  his  Father  and  Brother,  >irhich  was  the  EneSts  of  his 
real  or  feeming  Moderation  -,  and  as  fome  Writers  lay,  this 
proceeded  iironi  the  Counfels  of  his  Mother-in-law  the  rrinccfs 
Dowager  of  Orange,  who  had  been  always  a  true  Friend  to 
BarmveU,  and  had  thereby  a  great  Influence  over  bis  Party. 
In  1632,  he  took  Rut  emend,  Fenlo,  and  Sir  ale,  befieged  Mae- 
Jlricht,  and  having  beat  Pafpenheim,  made  bimfelf  Mafler  of 
that  important  Place.  The  next  Year  he  took  Rhinberg.  There 
was  indeed  fcarce  a  Year  during  the  Continuance  of  his  Life, 
which  was  not  diftinguifhed  by  fome  remarkable  Event,  and 
amongft  thefe  we  may  reckon  his  Ufage  of  the  powerful  Cardi- 
nal de  Richlieu,  who  debauched  the  Sicur  dc  IValkemberg  from 
his  Duty,  and  engaged  him  for  a  Sum  of  Money  to  deliver  up 
the  Citadel  and  Principality  of  Orange,  of  which  he  was  Go- 
vernor ;  the  Prince  having  Intelligence  of  this,  fent  one  Co- 
lonel Kriut  to  Orange,  who  killed  fralkeniherg  in  a  pjivate 
Houfe  where  he  went  to  Dinner,  and  then  produced  the  Prince's 
Orders,  and  took  the  Command  of  the  Caftle,  by  which  that 
Contrivance  was  defeated.  After  this  he  gave  the  Cardinal 
repeated  Marks  of  his  Refentment,  which  m  fpite  of  all  his 
Pride  he  was  forced  to  difleinblc  and  digcft^  and  having  en- 
gaged in  an  offenfive  ALiance  with  the  States,  gave  Inftruc- 
tions  to  two  Marfhals  of  France,  upon  their  Junfiion  with  the 
Dutch  Army,  tp  obey  the  Orders  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  In 
J 637,  the  French  Ambaflador  in  a  fet  Speech  gave  him  the  Title 
of  Highnefs  inftead  of  Excellency,  and  his  Example  was  followed 
by  the  Ambafladors  of  all  the  other  Courts  of  Europe.  The  fame 
Year  he  recovered  by  a  vigorous  Siege  his  own  Town  of 
Breda,  in  which  Siege  die  French  Ambalfador,  who  to  ihew  his 
RcfpeA  for  the  Prince  Stadtholdcr,  fcrving  at  the  Head  of  his 
own  Regiment,  was  unfortunately  killed,  in  1639,  the  Spanijh 
P'leet  was  defeated  and  defrayed  on  the  Coaft  of  England  by 
Admiral  Tromp^ 

in  1 641,  Prince  IVilliam  married  the  Princefs  Mary,  Daugh- 
ter to  Charles  1.  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  great  Pomp  and 
Splendor,  and  in  Honour  of  this  Marriage  he  had  the  Province 
of  Friejland  added  to  his  Government,  or  rather  to  the  Sur- 
vivorfliip.  In  1644,  Prince  Frederick  Henry  made  himfelf 
Mailer  of  Sas-van-Ghent,  and  the  Year  following  he  took 
Huljl,  which  in  thofe  Days  was  looked  upon  as  a  Place  of  great 
Strength  and  Importance.  In  a  word,  his  whole  Adminiftra- 
tion  was  equally  glorious  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End,  and 
might  have  been  ftill  more  fo,  if  thofc  who  envied  his  Power 
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and  Greatners,   had  not  takcB  all  imaginable  Care  to  prevent 
his  extending  his  Conquefts  in  Proportion  to  his  Inclinations  and 
Abilities,  and  particularly  hindered  him  from  reducing  Antwerp  \ 
wriich  was  of  all    Things  what    he    moft  defired.     He  died 
March  14,  1647,  and  was  buried  with  great  Magnificence,  as 
one  who  had  deferved  well'  of  his  Country,  who  had  added  Glo- 
rv  and  Influence  to  that  Liberty  which  it  received  from  his 
rather,  and  that  Security  which  refulted  from  the  Labours  of 
his  Brother.     De  Witt  informs  u?,  that  there  were  fome  who 
reproached  him  with  his  Profufenefs  and  Luxury,  after  he  came 
to  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Principality  of  Or jw^^,  and  the  vaft  he- 
reditary Eftates  of  his  Family,  as  alfo  with  his  Lewdnefs,   in 
which  he  did  not  ufe  much  Diflhnulation ;  and  above  all,  his 
Ambition,  which  induced  him  to  keep  up  a  great  Army,. that  he 
might  extend  his  Glory  by  his  Conquefts,  and   maintain  his 
Power  by  the  Continuance  of  the  War.      It  is  true,  that  having 
the  Title  and  Revenues  of  a  Prince,  he  kept  up  his  Dignity,  but 
this  being  at  his  own  Expcnce,  was  a  Benefit  rather  than  a  Pre- 
judice to  the  Puhlick.     He  left  behind  him  a  natural  Son,  the 
Sieur  Zuylejiein^  whofe  Dcfcendents  are  at  this  Time  Peers   of 
Great  Britain^  and  fecured  to  his  only  lawful  Son  the  Honours 
that  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  illuftrious  Predcceflbrs. 

In  the  Year  following  the  Death  of  Prince  Frederick  Henrys 
the  States  General  concluded  at  Munjier  a  Peace  with  the  Crown 
of  Sfa'm^  without  any  regard  to  the  Endeavours  of  the  French 
King  and  the  Prince  of  Urange^  to  difTuade  them  ;    which  is 
believed  to  have  been  owing  to  the  Sufpicions  they  began  to 
entertain  of  both,  apprehending  very  much  the  Confequences  of 
having  France  for  a  Neighbour,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  young 
Stadtholder,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to   Authority,  and  to 
Magnificence  from  his  very  Cradle,  and  who  befides  had  mar- 
ried the  Daughter  of  a  King.     It  was   not  long  before  thefe. 
Jealoufies  roTe  on  both  Sides  \fery  high  ;  for  the  zealous  Re- 
publicans,  that  is,  the    Remains  of  Barneveb\   Party,    were 
for  taking  Ad vantagq  of  the  Peace,  and  difbanding,  or  atleaft 
reducing  the  Army,  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  oppofed.     It 
is  fuppofed  that  he  did  this  merely  to  preferve  his  own  Power, 
by  moft  of  the  Dutch  Hiftorians,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  gave 
other  Reafons  for  it,  which  brought  over  a  Majority  of  the 
States  to  his  Opinion.    He  laid  it  was  ungrateful,  becaufe  they 
ivere  fafe  at  prefent,  to  difmifs  thofe  who  had  purchafed  that 
Safety  with  their  Blood  ;  that  this  was  ftill  more  imprudent, 
coniidering  the  War  continued    between   France  and  Spain^ 
who  might  take  Advantage  of  them  in  that  dcfcncelefe  Con- 
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tjon. '  He  farther  obferved,  that  hitbtito  they  hnd  been  phied, 
but  that,  now  they  had  Reafon  to  fear  the  Envy  of  moft  of  the 
States  of  Europe^  and  that  as  their  Tranquility  was  procured, 
fo  it  would  be  beft  preferved  by  keeping  up  their  old  Troops 
which  if  they  did  not  recruit,  would  with  lefs  hazard  to  tbeta 
diminiih  faft  enough  of  themfelves. 

But  thp'  his  Eloauence  prevailed  upon  the  States^  it  was  not 
at  all  reliflied  in  the  Provinces,  or  by  the  great  Cities  ;  upon 
which  his  Friends  propofed,  that  he  (hould  vifit  theni  himfelf, 
,  againft  which  the  City  of  Amjierdam  petitioned,  as  having 
at  that  Time  no  Inclination  to  the  Honour  of  his  Highnds's 
Company,  which  the  Prince  took  for  fuch  a  Mark  of 
Contempt,  that  he  caufed  Mr.  Di  Witt  Burgomaftcr  of  Dpr/, 
and  five  other  Members  of  the  ^tate$  Gmertd^  to  be  fent  to  the 
Caftle  of  Louvejlein^  and  gave  Orders  to  a  Body  of  Troops  to 
advance  towards  Amjlndam  y  but  the  Poft-boy  from  HamJburg 
pafling  thro'  his  Army,  gave  Notice  of  it  to  thejCitizens,  who 
in  order  to  exclude  it,  made  no  Difficulty  of  laying  all  the 
adjacent  Country  under  Water.  Thcfe  Differences  were  after- 
wards  compromifcd,  and  Burgomafter  .D$  Witt  and  his  Fel- 
low Prifoners  ict  at  Liberty  ;  yet  from  their  Imprifonment,  the 
Party  to  which  they  adhered,  from  the  Place  of  their  Con- 
finement, took  or  received  the  Name  of  L^ujuefiiin.  In  all  Proba- 
bility thefe  Differences  would  have  been  revived,  if  the  Prince 
of  Orange  had  not  (bon  after  fallen  ill  of  the  Small -pox,  which 
proved  fatal  to  him ;  and  fome  Months  after  his  Deceafe,  No- 
vember Ac  fourth,  1650,  his  Widow  the  Princefs  was  delivered  of 
a  Son,  called  after  his  Father  William^  who  became  in  Proceis 
of  Time,  Sudtholder,  and  King^of  Great  Britain. 

We  will  here  make  a  fliort  Paufe,  in  order  to  conCder  the 
Government,  Commerce,  and  Strength  of  this  Rcpublick,  and 
then  refume  cur  Hiftory,  the  rather  occaufc  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved the  United  Provinces  came  to  the  Height  of  their  Profpc- 
rity  not  long  after  the  Death  of  Prince  William  II.  and  in  review- 
ing thefe  Points,  we  will  be  as  clear,  as  concife,  and  as  im- 
partial as  is  in  our  Power,  which  is  fo  much  the  more  necef- 
iary,  becaufe  few  *of  die  many  Writers  who  have  already 
mentioned  this  Subjed,  have  treated  it  in  this  Manner,  but  have 
cither  given  way  to  thefr  Prejudices,  ox  have  thrown  together 
Fads  and  Dates,  without  giving  thcmfelves  much  Pain,  a^ 
to  their  Importance  or  Connexion  ;  whereas  in  order  to 
render  a  Work  of  this  Kind  ufeful,  it  is  abfolutely  rcquifite 
that  due  Attention  be  paid   to*  both,  and   Matten  not  only 
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fiatcd  as  they  really  arc,  but  in  fuch  an  Order  as  may  fliew  th^ 
Relation  that  one  Thing  has  to  another.    ,  ^  .,    ^    ,         .  .\ 

At  the  Entrance  of  this  Chapter,  we  dcfcribcd  the  original 
Form  of  Government  that  prevailed  in  thefe  Countries,  which 
Form  continued  likewife  when  they  became  a  Part  of  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Catholick  Majefty ;  for  as  the  Prince  oi  Orange 
juftly  obferved  in  his  Apology,  whatever  Title  that  Monarch 
mifiht  affume,  either  in  Spain  or  in  the  h£esy  be  was  no  more 
than  Earl  of  Holland,  or  of  Flanders.  At  the  Time  Philtp  H. 
left  thofe  Provinces,  he  conftituted  the  Prince  of  Orange 
Governor  of  four  of  them,  the  Flemljh  Word  is  Stadtholder, 
which  is  precifely  the  fame  thing  with  Lieutenant,  and  the 
States  had  that  Power,  with  which  they  were  veftcd  bv  the 
Conftitution.  When  therefore  they  threw  off  the  Yoke  of 
Spain,  the  Queftion  was,  whether  they  (hould  retain  their 
old  Form  of  Government ;  which  if  they  had  done,  they  muft 
ha,ve  chofen  another  Earl,  and  to  this  thofe  were  inclined 
who  were  moft  attached  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Indeed 
the  Generality  of  the  People  were  beft  pleafed  with  the  old 
Form,  and  this  induced  them  to  think  of  the  Archduke  Mat^ 
thlas^  the  Duke  of  Jlencon,  and  afterwards  of  the  French  King 
and  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  at  laft  thofe  \vho  had  Seats  in  the 
Affembly  of  the  States,  began  to  think  of  fecuring  the  Sove- 
reignty to  themfclves,  which  was  actually  changing  the  old  Con- 
ftitution  into  that  of  a  Republick.  It  is  true,  that  for  their  own 
Conveniency  they  were  difpofed  to  give  the  Title  oF  Stadt- 
holder to  a  fingle  Perfon,  as  they  aaually  did  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicejer ;  but  tho'  the  Title  continued,  the  Office  was  changed; 
for  the  Lieutenant  of  a  Prince  is  an  Office  eafily  conceived, 
but  the  Lieutenant  of  an  Affembly,  fuch  as  the  States  General^ 
i?  not  fo  readily  comprehended,  becaufe  it  imples  the  Repre- 
Tentative  of  thofe  who  were  but  Reprefentatives  themfelves  ;  and 
this  was  the  very  Reafoning  that  De  Witt  ufed  for  abolifhing  that 
Office  alfo  after  the  Death  of  JViUiam  II. 

The  Treaty  of  Union  concluded  in  1579,  at  Utrecht,  was 
a  Confederacy  of  fo  many  different  Republicks,  as  there  were 
Provinces  that  entered  into  it,  and  the  States  General  were 
properly  and  diftinftly  the  States  of  all  thefe  Provinces  taken 
together ;  but  becaufe  fuch  a  Meeting  was  inconvenient,  and 
for  other  Reafons  likewife,  a  kind  of  Committee  compofed  -of 
Deputies  from  each  of  the  States  was  appointed  to  fit  at  the 
Hague,  and  thefe  have  been  fince  ftiled  the  States  General,  tho* 
in  Reality  they  are  rather  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  States 
General^  in  whom  the  Majefty  of  the  Republick  refidcs.    They 
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have  purfuant  to  thcForm  of  their  new  Conftitution,ruch«Poweri 
^s  are  requifite  for  the  Management  of  publick  Affairs,  and 
have  alfo  the  Government  of  thofc  Towns  and  Diftrids  that 
belong  to  the  Republick,  and  yet  arc  not  within  any  x>f  the 
confederated  Provinces,  and  many  other  Prerogatives, ;  aind  for 
^e  better  Management  of  fuch  a  Variety  of  imporunt  Concerns, 
they  commit  Part  of  the  Adminiftration  to  a  Council  of  State. 
But  whereas  in  the^flembly  of  the  States  Gefural  there  arc  no 
more  Votps  thjin  there  ^re  Provinces,  whatever  the  Number  of 
Members  may  be  who  compofe  that  AfTembly  j  in  the  Council 
of  State,  it  is  otherwife,  and  tho*  fomc  froyinccs  fend  there 
two  D^uties,  and  others  but  one,  yet  every  Member  has  a 
f]iftin£t  Vote.  But  after  all,  with  refpe£k  to  the  great  Points 
of  Sovereigntv,  they  ftill  remain  in  the  States  of  eao)  Province^ 
who  make  tVar  and  Peace,  coin  Money,  and  raife  Taxes 
)vithin  their  own  Territories,  as  they  think  fit.  As  each  Pro- 
vince has  its  own  Statesj  fb  each  has  alfo  a  Council  of  State, 
and  the  fame  Kind  of  Government  prevails  likewife  in  the 
Cities,  (q  that  they  are  all  in  fome  meafure  independent  Repub- 
licks,  f  rpm  thjs  View  of  the  (rovcrnment  in  the  Unitai  Pro- 
vinces^ one  would  naturally  confjude  it  a  Democracy,  and  fj  it 
really  is  with  refpeift  to  its  Fornix  but  by  pegrees  Things  have 
fufFered  great  Change^^  The  Senate  or  Council  in  all  the  Cities, 
are,  and  were  always  for  Life,  but  upon  the  Deinife  of  any 
Member  a  new  one  was  chofen  by  the  Burghers,  which  being 
found  very  inconvenient^  the  Rieht  of  filling  up  fuch  Vacancies 
was  either  yielded  to,  or  afliuned  by  thofe  iUIemblies ;  and  this 
fmall  Alteration  has  in  Procefs  of  Time  produced  an  Oligarchy, 
yrhich  (hews  how  mMch  C^re  ihould  be  taken  in  changing  or 
tampering  yvith  th^  fifll  Springs  of  Governrnent. 

We  have  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Work  given  a  fuccind  hi- 
fiorical  Deduction  of  dbe  Progrefs  oif  Commerce  through  the  dif^ 
feient  Parts  of  Europe.  To  which  let  us  add,  the  vaft  Trade  of 
Holland  arofe  chiefly  from  the  Deftruftion  of  Antwerp^  which, 
when  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Low-Countries  broke  out,  was,  and 
had  been  long  the  Center  of  Traffick  in  Europe.  The  Troubles  in 
France^  the  Wars  in  Germany^  and  the  religious  Perfecutions  fct 
on  foot  in  other  Parts  of  Europe^  contributed  to  fill  the  United 
Provinces  with  People,  merely  becaufe  here  they  might  enjoy  their 
Confcienccs,  and  the  Fruits  of  their  Induftry,  in  Peace.  Thofe  who 
reforted  thither  were  fuch  as  had  wherewithal  to  live  upon,  or 
were  acquainted  witli  fome  Manufafiure  or  Myftery,  by  which 
a  Living  might  be  obtained.  Both  were  welcome,  and  both 
{iorts  of  People  were  very  foqn  at  their  Eafej  new  Munufec- 
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fur^  were  every  Day  fct  on  foot,  and  Trades  too  bis  even  for 
a  wealthy  Purfc,  were  managed  with  Facility,  and  to  great 
Advantage,  by  joint  Stocks ;  the  Fiflieries  were  annually  im- 
proved, new  Branches  of  Commerce  were  continnally  opened, 
tand  in  the  Compafe  of  twenty  Years,  their  Villages  fwelled  into 
feir  Towns,  and  thofc  that  were  good  Towns  before,  rofe  into 
rich  Cities.  At  firft  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Provinces  carried 
on  a  large  Trade  to  Portugal^  from  whence  they  received  great 
Quantities  of  Indian  Goods  ;  but  when  Philip  11.  became  Mafter 
of  Portugal,  he  put  an  End  to  that  Trade,  which  inftead  of  pro- 
ving a  Misfortune,  was  in  reality  of  high  Advantage  to  the  Dutch^ 
by  forcing  them  to  attempt  opening  a  Trade  to  the  Eajl^lndiis^ 
which  in  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years  they  did  with  Succefs  be- 
yond their  Hopes ;  and  this  Commerce  being  mana^  by  a 
Company  with  great  Prudence,  Frugality,  and  InduSry,  pro- 
duced within  the  Period  of  which  we  have  given  the  Hiftory, 
prodigious  Advantages.  This  encouraged  them  to  fet  up  a 
WeJi'India  Company,  and  that  too  became  no  lefi  flourifh- 
ing  in  a  very  fliort  Space  of  Time.  The  Subjedb  of  the 
&tat€5  likewife,  by  the  Recommendation,  and  under  the  Pro- 
tedion  of  the  French  King  Henry  IV.  obtained  Leave  to  trade 
in  all  the  Ports  within  the  Dominions  of  the  Grand  Seignior ; 
fo  that  their  Commerce  in  the  Levant  became  alfo  within  this 
Period  very  confiderable.  Tafeing  dierefore  their  Fiflieries, 
Manufa6lures,  and  foreign  Trade  together,  we  may  eafily  ac- 
count for  the  Growth  of  their  Naval  Power,  the  Increafe  of  their 
Wealth,  and  the  Poffibility  of  their  fuftainin^  that  infinite  Va- 
riety of  Taxes,  Cuftoms,  and  Excifes,  which  were  neceflary  to 
fupport  fo  long  and  fo  ekpenfive  a  War,  as  that  by  which  their 
Liberties  were  eftabliflied  and  fecured. 

We  ought  likewife  to  obferve,  that  the  Situation  of  Affah^ 
in  Europe  through  this  whole  Period  were  remarkably  favourable 
to  the  Growth  of  this  new  Republick.  The  overgrown  Power 
of  Spain  was  equally  dreadful  and  dangerous  to  moft  of  the 
Potentates  in  Europe,  which  induced  them  openly  or  fecretly 
to  give  all  the  Ailiftance  poffible  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thcie 
Provinces  upon  their  Revolt ;  and  the  inteftine  Difturbances  in 
feveral  Countries,  but  more  efpecially  in  Germany  and  France^ 
prevented  their  meeting  with  any  Rivals  \  and  though  it  be  true 
that  England  began  at  that  Time  to  extend  her  Commerce^ 
and  increafe  her  Naval  Power,  yet  this  was  fo  fer  from  being 
any  Detriment,  that  it  was  in  reality  of  very  great  Service  to 
the  Dutch,  with  whom  they  a£led  conjunctly  in  warlike  Ex-, 
peditions^  and  from  whom,  by  the  l^mptation  of  high  Wages, 
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Ihey  drew  Numbers  of  experienced  Pilots,  and  able  Seaaieiii 
who  were  extremely  ufeful  to  them  in  their  early  Voyages  both 
to  the  Eifft  and  frift-lndie^  The  Quarrd  between  England 
^md  the  Hanfe  Towns  turned  al<b  very  much  to  their  Advantage  $ 
and  in  fbort,  before  any  Spirit  of  Envy  or  Emulation  arofe,  the 
RepubUck  was  not  only  beyond  the  Reach  of  Danger,  but  in- 
finkely  foperior  in  every  refpedl  to  any  that  could  through  Envy 
aim  at  leiTening.  her  Grandeur,  the  Progre&  of  her  Profperity 
being  not  barely  quicker  than  either  ExpdEbtion  or  Experience 
could  fugseft,  but  beyond  any  thing  which  either  ancient  or 
jnodern  Hiftory  records,  and  which  by  Pofterity  will  be  very 
lordly  believed. 

But  that  we  Dfiay  not  leem  to  deal  wholly  in  generals,  tho*  this 
■aigbt  be  excufed  from  the  narrow  Bounds  to  which  we  are; 
confined,  we  will  enter  into  a  few  Particulars,  from  whence  the 
Itender  will  very  eafily  difcover  the  Truth  of  what  we  have  al* 
seady  advanced,  as  to  the  fudden  and  immenfe  Growth  of  «die 
Commerce  of  this  Republick.  The  original  Fund  or  Capital 
of  their  E^fl- India  Company,  was  in  their  Language  fixty  Tons 
of  Gold,  by  which  Phrafe  of  a  Ton  of  Gold,  is  underftood  One 
bimdrcd  thiou&nd  Florins,  or  about  Ten  thoufand  Pounds  Ster* 
]ing,  ib  diat  this  Capital  was  very  little  above  Six  hundred  thou- 
Cmd  Pounds  of  our  Money*  In  the  Space  of  Six  Years,  deducing 
all  their  Cofts  and  Charges,  which  were  very  great,  and  their 
Dividends,  which  were  extremely  high,  the  Fund  or  Capital  of 
that  Company  increafcd  notwitbftanding  to  Six  hundred  Tons 
of  Gold,  that  is,  to  upwards  of  Six  Millions  Sterling.  It  is  in- 
^ed  true,  that  the  Eaji-India  Trade  has  not  kept  any  thing  like 
this  Proportion  fmce,  but  in  Point  of  Wealth,  Extent  of  Domi- 
nions, and  real  Power,  the  DnUh  Eaji- India  Company  is  at  this 
Day,  not  only  beyond  any  Comparifon  with  all  other  Com- 
mercial EftabliibmentS)  but  might  be  edeemed  a  very  potent 
State  of  iticif,  if  it  was  independent  of  their  High  Migbtinefles. 
The  Governor  General,  who  refides  at  Batavia^  and  is  Supreme 
in  civil  and  miliury  Affairs,  has  the  Sute,  the  Court,  and  the 
Appointments  of  a  Sovereign  Prince ;  makes  War  and  Peace  at 
his  Pleafure,  can  aflemblc  an  Army  of  Twenty  or  Thirty  thou- 
fand Men,  and  if  Occafion  (bould  require,  could  put  to  Sea  a 
Fleet  of  fifty  Sail  of  thq  Line  of  Battle,  without  building  a  Ship. 
A  Powrer  fuperior  to  any  thing  Trade  ever  produced  elfcwhere ! 

ThtJVeft'InSa  Company  wasaWh^  Beginning  as  great  and 
as  fortunate,  but  they  ruined  themfelves  by  making  too  large 
]^ividends»  and  by  neglcvSHng  Trade,  that  they  might  attend 'to 
their  Conquefts,  which  however  was  very  excufable,  while  they 
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f  Mafters  of  Brazil^  of  which  they  might  have  continued 
Maimers,  if  they  had  purfucd  die  Example  of  the  jfiij/?-  In^Sa  Com- 
pany, and  had  confided  in  Count  Maurice  of  Naffou^  to  whom, 
they  flood  in  a  great  mcafure  indebted  for  thofc  important  Con- 
quefts.  But  tho'  they  are  now  very  inconfiderable  in  xefpeft  to 
what  they  were,  or  in  regard  of  the  Eaji- India  Company,,  yet 
they  are  ttill  polfcffed  of  Te\'eral  important  Places  in  Afrha^  of 
fomc  Iflands  that  yield  a  great  Profit  in  the  Weji- Indies^  and  o£ 
the  valuable  Settlement  of  iSar/Wzw,  with  many  new  Eftabliib- 
ments  upon  the  Continent  of  South  America, 

If  therefore  we  rcfled  upon  the  Grandeur  of  thcfe  two  Com- 
panies, and  take  into  our  Confideration  alfo  the  vaft  Extent  of 
the  Dutch  Commerce  befides  in  the  early  Days  of  this  Commoi>n 
wealth,  when  the  Trade  of  Italy  was  funk,  the  maritime  Power 
of  Spain  znd  Portugal  in  a"  great  meafure  ruined,  the  Vigour  of 
the  Han/e  Towns  in  Germany  vaftly  declined^  the  Commerce  of  ^ 
Great  Britain  in  its  Infancy,  and  hardly  any  Trade  at  all  in  this 
Norths  we  may  very  eafily  conceive  how  the  Subjeds  of  the 
United  Provinces^  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century,  came  to 
have  more  Shipping  than  aJi  the  reft  of  Eurcpi  together.  Wc 
may  likewife,  by  reviewing  in  our  own  Minds  the  Changes  that 
have  fince  happened  In  the  Affairsof  Europe^  the  great  Applies* 
tion  of  this  and^other  Nations,  to  the  promoting  Induftry  and 
encouraging  Commerce,  comprehend  without  anvDifficuky  how 
this  Proportion  has  been  altered  to  the  Degree  wnich  has  been  fet 
forth  in  the  Begin ninp  of  this  Work  ;  notwithftanding  wbich^ 
the  Republick  of  the  f/wW  Pr^tfiWj  fiill  is,  and  has  ftill  the 
Capacity  of  maintaining  the  Rank  of,  a  very  great  Maritime 
Powen 

But  befides  the  Reaions  before  afligned  for  the  fpeedy  Progrcfi 
of  this  Republick  in  Power,  Wealth,  and  Trade,  there  arc  a  i^w 
Points  that  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  becaufe  they  have  been  left 
obfervcd  than  thofc  hcforcmentioned,  by  moft  of  the  Authors  who 
have  treated  this  ^  ubjccl.  The  Barrenncfs  of  the  Soil  and  want  of 
Subfiftcnce  in  Holland^  and  JVeJl-FrieJland,  was  a  principal  Caufe 
of  Induilry  and  Wealth ;  for  People  not  being  able  to  live  there 
with  the  Prafticc  of  qpdi nary  Labour,  were  compelled  to  join 
that  of  their  Head  with  their  Hands,  and  to  make  Frugality  the 
Steward  of  what  was  acquired  by  both  ;  which  foon  ftrengthened 
Into  fuch  Habits  of  Thinking,  Working,  and  Saving,  as  rendered 
thofe  Countries  famous,  and  drew  thither  all  who  had  a  little 
Money  to  live  upon,  and  were  willing  to  improve  it  to  the  beft 
of  their  Power.  In  the  next  place,  a  great  Part  of  the  People 
that  were  drawn  fnto  thefe  Provinces  by  the  Reputation  of  the 
JLiberty  enjoyed  there,  and  the  Mildncfi  of  tlie  Government, 
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came  thither  from  the  fFaU$on  Provinces  which  remained  fubje^l; 
to  the  King  of  Spain^  which  gave  them  a  double  Advantage,  by 
diminiihing  the  Wealth  and  Power  of  their  Enemy,  in  the  very 
fame  Proportion  that  it  Arengthened  themfelves.  Add  to  all  this, 
that  their  Government  in  thofe  Days  had  really  great  Advantages, 
for  their  military  Power  by  Land  and  Sea  being;  wholly  under  the 
Direction  of  their  Stadtholders  and  Captain  Generals,  they  de- 
rived from  thence  all  the  Benefits,  without  feeling  any  of  the  In- 
conveniencies  fometimes  borne  in  a  Monarchy ;  and  the  States 
General  having  all  Civil  Afiairs  entirely  under  their  Direflion 
smd  Management,  they  were  very  wifely  condufted  :  for  the 
Safety  and  rower  of  the  Governors  depending  every  where  upon 
the  Succcfs  of  their  Meafures  ;  Probity  and  Prudence  werefo 
much  their  Intereft,  that  it  was  next  to  impoffible  they  (hould 
iiegle£l  them.  And  thus  private  Views  concurring  with  publick 
Spirit,  things  for  the  firft  forty  Years  were  in  all  RefpeSs  carried 
to  as  high  a  Degree  of  Perfection,  as  the  Power  of  human  Wif- 
dom  could  provide,  or  indeed  that  human  Abilities  could  reach. 

But  upon  the  Demife  of  Willamy  the  fecond  Prince  of  Orange^ 
the  States  General  affumed  the  executive  as  well  as  legiflativc 
Power  of  the  Government  into  their  Hands,  and  conceiving  the 
moft  violent  Apprehenfions  of  falling  again  under  the  Dominion 
of  a  fingle  Perfon,  made  it  the  capital  Objeft  of  their  Policy  to 
provide  againft  it,  which  had  very  bad  EtteSs.  In  1651,  they 
held  another  General  Aflembly,  in  which  the  Union  of  tftrecht 
was  ratified.  After  this,  the  Louvejiein  Party  projeftcd  the  per- 
petual £di<5l  for  abolifliing  the  Stadtholderfhip,  that  is,  for  de- 
ftroying  the  Conftitution  which  had  been  the  Parent  and  Nurfc 
.of  their  Liberties  ;  they  difmifled  their  beft  Officers,  they  dif- 
banded  their  old  Troops,  and  gave  the  Command  of  thofe  that  were 
neceflarily  kept  up,  to  their  own  Friends  and  Relations.  In  fliort, 
their  ruling  Maxim  was  that  which  upon  fome  Occafions  they 
made  their  Motto,  Peace  and  a  good  Government ;  things  very 
compatible  for  a  Time,  but  which  can  never  fubfift  long  to- 
gether. 

For  Peace,  in  procefs  of  Time,  introduces  Effeminacy  and 
Corruption,  which  of  courfe  debafe  afld  infeeble  a  Govern- 
ment to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  render  it  incapable  of  refilling  ex- 
ternal Invafion,or  intefline  Commotions  j  the  former  of  which 
it  invites,  and  feldom  fails  to  kindle  the  latter.  But  though 
thefe  Mifchiefs  might  have  been  obvious  enough  to  able  and 
difinterefled  Politicians,  yet  Concern  for  private  Advantage^ 
bid  them  from  the  Eyes  of  the  prevailing  Faftion  in  thefe  Pro- 
vijices,  who  with  all  their  Zeal  and  Induflry  laboured  to  pofleis 
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themfdves  of  the  Governmentt  which  they  very  ipeedily  efieSed; 
to  the  moft  abfolute  and  incontroulable  Degree: 

When  1  fay  they  poffeffed  themfclves  of  it,  I  would  be  undcr- 
ftood  to  mean,  they  filled  by  Degrees  all  Pofts  of  Honour,  Truft, 
and  Profit^  with  thofe  of  their  own  Party,  excluding  fuch  as  were 
well  affeftcd  to  the  Family  of  Orange ;  notwithftanding  that 
Numbers  of  them  had  fervcd  their  Country  with  equal  Fidelity 
and  Reputation,  This  produced  here  what  it  has  ever  produced 
in  all  Countries,  where  any  thing  of  the  like  kind  has  happened. 
Envy,  Difcontent,  Jealoulles,  Heats  and  Animofities,  equally  dc- 
ftrudtive  of  private  Peace  and  publick  Welfiire,  Thofe  in  Power 
treated  fuch  as  they  had  excluded,  as  if  they  had  been  Enemies  to 
their  Country,  and  thofe  that  were  opprelled  regarded  all  in  Pof- 
feilion  of  Employments,  not  as  their  legal  Governors,  but  as  fo 
many  Tyrants,  who  violated  thofe  Laws  they  pretendaJ  to  admi- 
nifter,  and  treated  as  Slaves,  thofe  whom  they  ftiled  their  Subjefls. 

At  this  Jundure,  as  we  before  remarked,  the  RepublicI^  was  at 
Its  greateft  Height  m  Refpcd  to  Power,  to  Wealth  and  Reputa- 
tion ;  and  this  tempted  the  great  Men  then  at  the  Head  of  Affairs, 
to  fignalize  their  Adminiftration  by  entering  into  a  War  with 
EngUtnd^  which  was  fuddenly  become  a  Republick  alfo.  What 
they  hoped  would  have  added  Strength  and  Fame  to  that  Autho- 
rity, of  which  they  were  juft  become  abfolute  Matters,  had  the 
quite  contrary  Effcd,  for  it  exhauftcd  their  Naval  Power,  and  by 
its  unfortunate  Ifliie  leffencd  their  Credit  extremely.  This  they 
afcribed  to  the  Difatti^ion  of  fome  OiScers  they  were  obliged 
to  employ,  and  lo  the  Contagion  of  their  Principles  among  the 
Seamen,  which  acquired  fome  decree  of  Probability,  by  their 
managing  with  much  better  Succels  a  fecond  War  with  that  Na- 
tion, after  the  Rettoration  of  its  Monarchy,  and  when  the  Lou- 
Vfjiein  Fa£lion  employed  none  but  their  own  Creatures.  Their 
good  Fortune,  however,  as  it  made  them  infolent,  fo  it  rendered 
them  hated ;  for  tho'  ^ohn  De  JVllt  who  was  at  the  Head  of  Af- 
fairs lived  very  modcffly,  and  afled  with  great  Moderation,  yet 
his  Brother  ComcUus^,  tho'  he  too  a  brave  and  able  Man,  had 
fuch  a  Tin^urc  of  Vanity,  and  condudted  every  thing  with 
fuch  an  Eclat,  as  raifed  the  Envy  of  the  better  Sort,  as  much  as 
it  excited  the  Jealoufy  and  Averfion  of  the  Populace. 

This  Situation  of  their  Affairs,  and  the  extraordinary  Power 
of  Lewis  XIV,  made  it  neceflary  for  the  Governors  of  the  Re- 
publick to  court  him,  which  tho*  they  fometimes  did,  yet  fuch 
was  the  haughty  Spirit  of  their  Admiriflration,  that  by  a  wanton 
Difplay  of  what  they  took  to  be  the  Eftc6s  of  their  great  Wif- 
dom  and  good  Fortune,  they  provoked  this  great  Monarch  to 
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tnfcr  into  a  Cbnfcdcracy,  which  aimed  at  no  Icfs  than  the  Dc- 
ftruftion  of  the  Republick.  This  produced  the  Invafion  of  1672; 
2nd  as  that  appeared  to  the  People  the  mere  Eff»as  of  the  often- 
totious  Pride  of  their  Rtilers>  it  brought  about  a  fudden,  and  in 
feme  Re(pe£b  a  bloody  Revolution*  the  two  De  JVttts  being 
murdered  by  the  Mob,  the  LmeoeRdn  Syftem  entirely  diflblved, 
and  WilHam  the  third  Prince  of  Orangey  by  the  Abolition  of  the 

Erpetual  Edi£t,  reftored  to  the  high  Offices  >yhich  his  Anceftors 
d  diicharged  with  fo  much  Glory. 

The  great  Courage  and  Prudence  widi  which  he  conduced 
tfiat  War,  and  extricated  his  Country  from  Difficulties  very  little 
inferior  to  thofe  againft  which  his  Great  Grandfather  ftruggled, 
procured  him  the  ftable  Poileffion  of  thofe  Honours  which  the 
siclinations  of  his  Countrymen  had  beilowed,  and  fixed  his  Au- 
tfiority  upon  a  firm  as  well  as  legal  Bafis.  When  that  great  Prince 
laifed  himfelf  to  the  Throne  of  the  Britijh  Dominions,  he  fttll 
letained  the  Dignity  of  Stadtholder,  which  in  cafe  he  had  been 
Uefled  with  Children,  was  before  that  Time  declared  hereditary; 
^t  wanting  this  Support,  and  being  obliged  to  be  often  abfent^ 
las  Power  was  a£lually,  tho*  fecretly  diminifhed,  while  in  out- 
ward Appearance  it  was  at  its  greateft  height.  The  Remains  of 
Ae  Louveftetn  Faftion,  partly  by  Compliance,  and  partly  by 
iint  of  the  great  Intereft  of  their  Families,  crept  again  into 
Employments,  fo  that  at  the  Demife  of  King  IViUiam^  they  be- 
came once  more  in  fome  meafure  Maflers,  and  being  taught 
Ptudence  and  Moderation  Tjy  Adverfitv,  flrengthencd  themfelves 
imperceptibly,  and  at  length  fettled  tneir  oligarchic  Sway  upon 
a  much  broader  Foundation  than  it  had  t\z\  flood  before. 

It  is  not  known  to  many  People,  but  the  matter  of  Fa£l  ta 
nevcrthelcfs  true,  that  the  protradling  the  lafc  gcAeral  War,  and 
the  continual  Oppofition  given  by  the  Field  Deputies  of  the  States 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  more  efpecially  at  his  firfl  Entrance 
upon  his  Command  of  the  Army  of  the  Allies,  was  owing 
entirely  to  this  State  of  Things.  The  Louvejfein  Fadion  were 
afraid,  that  if  cither  a  Bnttlc  ftould  be  loll,  or  their  Troops  re- 
moved at  any  Diflarice  from  their  Frontiers,  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  great  Cities  would  difcover  that  Diflikc,  which  they  knew 
they  bore  to  their  Proceedings.  The  happy  Progrefs  of  that  War 
made  them  eafier  by  Degrees,  more  efpecially  after  the  unfortu- 
nate Death  of  his  Serene  Hignefs  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
Naffauy  Father  to  the  late  excellent  Stadtholdcr,  who  was  drown- 
ed in  his  Paf&ge  at  if/wr£^>f^  July  the  14th,  i7ii>  as  he  was 
coming  to  the  Haguc^  to  fettle  all  Points  in  difference  between 
the  King  of  Prujfia  and  himfelf,  in  relation  to  the  Succeffion  of 
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the  late  King  WilUam  the  third  j  the  Priflcc  being  Heir  by  WHl^ 
and  the  King  by  Defcent. 

By  this  deplorable  Accident  info  critical  a  Seafon,  when  the 
Claim  of  xhe  Houfe  of  Orange  defcended  a  fecond  Time  to  a 
pofthumous  Child,  the  Steps  taken  to  fupport  them  were  ren^ 
dered  abortive^  and  at  the  fame  time  it  ruined  in  a  manner  all 
the  Hopes  of  thofe  who  were  either  attached  by  Inclination,  or 
conneded  by  their  Circumftances  to  that  illuftrious  Houfe.  The 
dominant  Party  taking  the  Advantage  therefore  of  this  favour* 
able  Opportunity,  exerted  their  utmoft  Skill  and  Power  in  diC' 
pofing  of  all  Places,  in  fuch  manner  as  might  render  them  kx 
ever  &cure,.and  prevent  fo  much  as  the  glimmering  of  a  Reco« 
very  to  their  Opponents,  in  which  if  they  did  not  zBt  as  wortbjr 
Citizens,  they  certainly  behaved  wifely  upon  Party  Principles  i 
and  for  fome  time  their  Scheme  was  attended  with  all  the  Suc« 
cefs  they  cou)d  wifli,  as  in  other  Countries  is  generally  the  Cafe^ 
till  Party  Succefe  turns  upon  itfelf. 

In  this  btate  things  continued  for  many  Years;  and  thif 
Continuance  encouraged  fuch  as  were  Mafters  of  Power,  to  be- 
lieve it  a  thing  inherent  to  them,  that  they  had  an  ezdnfive 
Right  to  enjoy  it,  and  that  whoever  fought  to  rife  without  their 
Confent,  tho'  he  fought  it  in  ever  fo  honourable  a  manner,  was 
to  be  reg^ded  as  a  public  Enemy.  A  Man  might  be  learned, 
induftrious  and  rich,  might  live  in  what  n:ianner  he  woukl,  build 
Palaces,  fet  up  Equipages,  keep  AfTemblies,  or  even  Operas  in 
his  own  Houfe  unmokftcd ;  but  if  fuch  a  Man  lived  frugally, 
was  kind  to  his  poor  Neighbours,  and  took  pains  to  be  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  better  Sort  at  the  fame  time,  be  was  held  in  Sufpi- 
cion,  and  if  he  attempted  to  get  into  the  Magiftracy,  he  was 
accounted  a  dangerous  Man.  Thefe  Appreheniions,  grounded 
upon  the  known  Difcontents  of  the  common  People,  had  fuch 
an  EfFe£t;  upon  the  Grandees,  that  inftead  of  r^arding  the 
Welfare  and  Honour  of  the  Republick,  they  ftudied  only  to  pre« 
ferve  it  in  Peace ;  and  this  becaufe  they  faw  plainly,  that  when- 
ever  War  was  declared  or  entered  into  againfl  any  Enemy,  but 
againft  France  more  efpecially,  it  would  (ooner  or  later  make  a 
Breach  in  their  Syftem,  through  which  the  Stadtholder  would 
certainly  enter  and  bring  in  his  Friends  with  him,  which  th^ 
dreaded  as  much  as  they  did  the  laft  Day* 

I  may  fafely  appeal  to  the  Hiflory  of  Europe  in  general,  and  to 
that  of  this  Republick  in  particular,  for  the  Proof  of  wJiat  I 
fay.  Treaty  after  Treaty  was  made  for  the  fake  of  preferving, 
or  rather  patching  up  of  Peace;  the  military  Eftablifbment  was 
fliiFeied  to  run  into  great  Diforder,   their  maritime  Power 
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dwindled  extremety,  and  in  ihort  every  thing  funk,  except 
Taxes,  Debts,  and  the  private  Fortunes  of  thel^  ereat  Rulen 
and  their  Friends.  By  this  means  it  came  to  pais,  that  in  a 
ihort  time  it  was  no  Secret  the  Strength  of  the  State  was  greatly 
declined,  ihe  was  in  no  Condition  to  undertake  any  thing  ex* 
traordinary  to  deliver  her  out  of  this  Plight,  but  rather  obiigied 
to  attach  herfelf  fome  way  or  other  to  her  Neighbours,  (b  as  ta 
be  fure  of  Support,  and  to  be  kept  out  of  Danger  of  takin?  up 
Arms.  Yet  even  in  thefe  Circumftances  there  wanted  not  men 
bold  enough  to  profeft  themfelves  Patriots,  to  compare  the  pre- 
fent  Condition  of  the  Rcpublick  with  the  pail,  and  to  teflify 
their  Wiihes,  that  the  Face  of  Affairs  might  change,  fo  as  to 
refemble  what  they  were  in  former  Times. 

In  1 722,  the  States  of  GueUres  chofc  the  late  Prince  of  Orange 
their  Sudtbolder,  notwithftandinz  all  the  Oppofition  that  could 
be  given  to  that  Meafure  by  the  rrovince  of  Holland  \  and  this 
alarmed  the  prevailing  Party  exceffively.  They  faw  that  thi» 
would  give  Life  and  Spirit  to  the  Patriots,  and  that  as  his  Serene 
Highneu  ^rew  up,  and  difplayed  upon  all  Occafions  the  he* 
reditary  Virtues  of  his  Family,  the  Number  of  bis  Adherents 
would  increafe,  and  thofe  who  difiiked  their  Management 
would  not  be  without  a  Head,  as  had  been  the  Cafe  for  many 
Years;  and  this  heightened  their  Averfion  to  every  thing  that 
had  the  leaft  Appearance  of  Vigour,  or  of  Spirit,  at  the  fame 
time  it  drove  them  into  that  Complaifance  for  a  certain  power- 
ful Neighbour,  which  was  fo  detrimental  to  the  true  Interefts  of 
Europe. 

When  in  fpite  of  all  their  Care,  and  after  a  long  Series  of 
temporizing  and  negotiating,  they  found  themfelves  obliged 
to  uke  a  part  in  this  laft  War,  •  their  Conduct  was  lb  fluc- 
tuating and  irregular,  that  it  gave  no  fmall  Dif&Uisfad^ion  to 
both  Panies.  On  the  one  hand,  the  AUies  knew  not  how 
to  depend  upon  them ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  notwithftand- 
iog  all  the  Service  they  rendered  to  the  Frineh  by  their 
Ficklenefs  and  Irrefolution  \  they  alfo  were  at  a  lols  how  to 
deal  with  them.  In  the  f\rft  place,  they  tried  by  the  Intrigues 
of  Fenelon^  and  his  Succeffor,  to  enoge  them  in  a  Neutrality, 
to  which  they  (hewed  at  once  an  inclination  and  a  Reluc- 
tance. The  former  was  the  EfFcfts  of  the  true  Spirit  of  their 
Government,  which  was  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  and  let 
what  would  become  of  the  reft  of  the  World;  the  latter  pro- 
ceeded from  their  Fear,  for  it  yras  now  evident  enough  that 
the  Peopk  abhorred  fo  diflionourabic  a  Meafure,  and  were  in- 
clined to  hazard  any  thing,  rather  than  fink  into  fo  Ihamcful  » 
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State  of  Dependence  on  that  Power^  which  of  all  others  they 
had  mdft  Reafon  to  fear.  v  »      . 

To  bring  the  Matter  therefore  to  fome  liTue,  the  Frend^  Court 
took  the  Refolutibn  of  making  ufe  of  Force^  and  this  in* 
duced  them  to  transfer  the  War  into  the  Low^Cmattriei^  and 
to  attack  the  Barrier,  which  certainly  was  no  Part  of  their 
original  Defign,  and  which  neither  could,  or  did  contribute 
much  to  the  facilitating  their  Views.  In  this  Invafion  they 
had  all  the  Succefs  they  could  deiire  in  the  Field,  but  none  at 
all  in  the  great  Point  of  the  Neutrality,  which  by  this  time 
was  become  more  difficult,  and  more  dangerous  for  thefe  great 
Statefmen  to  undertake ;  fmce  their  Syuem  was  now  tho- 
roughly manifeft,  and  from  the  ftiange  manner  in  which 
the  War  had  been  conduiSed,  their  Forces  were  fo  much  weak«- 
ened,  that  they  were  as  little  able  to  impofe  by  Violence  upon 
their  Subje£ls,  as  to  oppofe  their  Enemies.  Li  the  mean  time^ 
the  Length  of-  the  War  grew  infupportable  to  the  French^  and 
they  found  themfelves  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  coming 
to  Extremities,  and  trying  what  might  be  done  by  falling 
upon  the  Territories  of  the  States^  which  hitherto  had  been  re- 
fpefted.  There  is  but  too  much  Caufe  to  believe,  that  this  • 
was  not  altogether  unforefeen  in  Holland 'y  and  the  French  Ge- 
nerals, from  the  natural  Infolence  and  Impetuofity  of  that  Na- 
tion, made  fo  little  a  Secret  of  the  Expedations  of  their  Couit,  • 
•  when  they  fell  upon  Dtttcb  Flanders^  that  the  Populace,  who  had 
long  before  opened  their  Eyes,  were  tempted  by  Defpair  to  open 
'  their  Mouths  too,  and  to  declare  in  plain  Terms  againft  that 
Government,  which  either  by  Connivance  or  Contrivance  had 
iacriflced  them. 

The  only  Expedient  they  could  have  recourie  to,  was  fet- 
ting  up  his  Serene  Highnefe  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  Najfau 
for  Stadcholder;  and  therefore  there  is  no  kind  of  Wonder, 
that  they  had  recourfe  to  it.  But,  however,  the  Spirits  of  the 
Nation  were  funk  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  whatever  Figure 
the  Mobs  might  make,  that  brought  this  important  Event  alx>ut, 
in  our  Gazettes,  I  can  affirm  that  they  were  in  themfelves 
very  inconfiderable,  and  that  two  or  three  good  Troops  of 
Horfe  might  have  difperfed  them  with  great  Eafe.  The  Rea- 
der muft  have  a  care  of  conceiving  from  hence,  that  thofe 
who  wiihed  well  to  this  Revolution  were  only  the  Dr^  of 
the  People,  for  there  is  nothing  lefs  true ;  but  thofe  who  wiih- 
ed well  to  it,  contented  themfelves  with  thofe  Wifhes,  and 
were  afraid  to  give  any  publick  Signs  of  their  Satis£i&ion  till 
it  became  dangerous  not  to  do  it ;  and  then  feeing  the  Strength 
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of  their  own  Party,  they  were  amazed  it  bad  not  been  brought 
about  long  befere«  Yet  they  fuflered  tbemfdves  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  Appearances,  and  to  believe,  that  the  Facility  with 
which  this  great  Change  had  been  inftantaneoufly  produced,  was 
a  good  Omen  of  its  proving  as  effedual  as  they  could  defire 
it;  and  therefore  either  from  a  Return  of  Indolence,  or  an 
unxeafonable  Timidity  of  a£lln|  asainft  thofe  to  whom  they 
had  fo  long  fubmitted,  they  left  the  Accomplifhnient  of  this 

Keat  Work  to  the  Populace  who  had  begun  it.  Accordingly  the 
■ince  was  declared  Stadtholdcr  of  the  Union,  June  iV>  1747- 

It  is  very  certain,  that  if  thefe  poor  People  had  knowu  as 
well  how  to  go  about  their  Aflairs,  as  they  knew  what  they 
would  have  been  at,  they  would  have  performed  the  whole 
Bufinefs  of  a  Revolution  to  a  Miracle;  and  as  it  was,  they  pro- 
cured thofe  Refolutions  which  have  been  the  Bafls  of  all  that  has 
been  done  (ince,  and  which  will  in  the  End  become  the  funda- 
mental Principles  of  the  Belgic  Liberty,  either  by  a  Reftoration 
of  the  old  Conftitution,  or  the  conftru<Sling  it  a-new.  But 
how  upright  foever  their  Intentions  might  be,  the  boifterous 
Manner  in  which  they  purfued  them,  was  manifeftly  inconfi- 
ftcnt  with  any  kind  of  Government,  and  therefore  inftead  of 
countenancing  them,  the  Prince  Stadtholder  found  himfelf  under 
a  Neceflity  of  reftraining  them. 

This  very  necefIar]rStep  had  two  very  unlucky  Conlequences ; 
the  firft,  that  it  encouraged  the  fallen  Party  to  form  new  Schemes, 
and  the  next,  that  it  not  only  damped  the  Spirits  of  the  Populace, 
but  induced  thofe  who  fecretly  approved  their  Proceedings,  to 
fufped  that  things  would  take  another  new  turn,  and  that  the 
old  Faction  would  avail  themfelves  of  the  Stadthc^der's  Autho- 
rity. Thefe  Notions  floating  in  People's  Heads,  produced  for 
fbme  time  a  Confufion  that  no  Words  can  defcribe,  and  of 
which  it  is  impoffible  that  any  (hould  form  an  Idea,  except  thofe 
who  faw  and  obfervcd  its  £fFe£b.  By  degrees  all  Ranks  of  People 
returned  to  their  original  Sentiments,  the  Patrons  of  the  old 
Syflem  found  themfelves  rather  frighted  than  hurt,  they  were 
ftill  in  the  quiet  PolTeiBon  not  only  of  their  private  Fortunes, 
but  of  their  Pofts  in  the  Government,  and  this  tempted  them 
to  make  their  utmoft  Efforts  to  procure  fuch  a  Countenance  to 
their  former  Proceedings,  as  might  nuke  it  appear  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  what  they  did  was  with  the  Confcnt  of  the 
Nation. 

While  they  had  this  great  Point  in  vie^  they  forgot  the 
Promifcs  which  they  had  made  the  People  in  th?  Beginning. of 
the  Year,  and  to  the  Performance  of  which  they  expefted   it 
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would  be  impoflible  to  call  them,  on  the  Score  of  a  veiy  dan- 
gerous Diftemper,  with  which  his  Serene  Highneis  was  then 
afflifled,  the  Iffue  of  which  being  very  doubtful,  kept  the  Hopes 
of  fome,  and  the  Feats  of  others  in  fufpenfe  j  by  which,  as  the 
domeftick  Geconomy  of  the  Republick  fuffered  exceedingly,  fo 
It  is  to  be  feared  the  common  Caufe  met  with  irreparable  Damage^ 
by  the  negledl  of  a  War,  as  important  in  its  Confequences,  as 
in  its  Nature  it  was  juft  and  neceflary. 

Human  Policy  may  be  compared  to  the  Im^^  of  yanus^  except 
fhat  the  Eyes  in  the  Head  looking  backward,  are  infinitely  better. 
than  thofe  that  rcfpcft  prefent  or  future  Events.  It  is  very  cer- 
tain that  good  Patriots  at  this  Juncture,  were  under  violent  Ap- 
preheiifions,  and  I  dare  fay  there  was  not  a  fingle  Man  in  Hcl-i 
land^  who  forefaw  the  ftrange  EfFeft  of  this  dull  and  indolent 
Supinenefs,  at  a  Scafon  that  required  the  utmoft  AAivity,  as  well 
las  the  greateft  Circumfpef^ion.  It  had,  however,  good  Effe£b; 
for  the  People's  Patience  beine  quite  wore  out,  and  no  Sign  of 
the  Performance  of  what  had  oeen  promifed  them,  they  reiumed 
the  Work  of  Reformation,  and  refolved  to  demolifh  tne  Farms. 
When  once  this  Humour  broke  out,  it  fpread  like  Wildfire. 
Publicans  were  ever  hated  in  all  Countries,  and  by  all  Nations  ; 
that  is,  thofe  who  fpoil  their  Neighbours  under  Colour  of  exe* 
cuting  the  Laws,  but  in  reality  to  enrich  themfelves.  This 
was  J>lainly  and  undeniably  the  Cafe  of  the  Farmers,  from  the 
greateft  to  the  leaft ;  and  whatever  Authority  they  might  derive 
from  the  Laws,  there  is  no  doubt  that  their  Infolence,  their Luxu^  . 
ry,  and  their  Profufion,  was  their  own ;  and  for  thcfe  they 
were  moft  juftly  puniflied. 

One  would  have  imagined  that  the  ihorteft  and  moft  natural 
Way  of  putting  a  flop  to  thefe  Diforders,  had  been  to  have  com- 
plied with  the  Promifes  made  to  the  People  in  the  Month  of 
January  \  and  this  was  the  \txy  Method  to  which  the  Magiftrates 
in  fome  Cities  were  inclined  to  have  recourfe ;  but  the  Lovers 
of  the  old  Syftem,  who  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  lofing 
the  Farms  and  the  Farmers,  which  afforded  at  once  a  large  Re* 
venue,  and  a  numerous  Militia,  interpofed,  cancelled  the  pub- 
lick  A£b  of  thofe  Magiftrates,  and  endeavoured  to  maintain,  as 
eflential  to  the  Government,  what  was  become  an  infupport- 
able  Burthen  upon  the  People  \  towards  which  they  made  a  very 
free  Ufe  of  his  Serene  Highnefj>*s  Name,  endeavouring  to  en- 
trench their  own  Meafures  behind  his  Titles. 

This,  tho'  well  contrived,  proved  but  a  very  feeble  Expedient. 
Weak  and  infirm  as  his  Highnefs  was,  he  (hewed  the  true  Spirit, 
and  generous  Refolution  of  his  illuftrious  Family;  he  came  in  Per- 
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ion  and  ofFered  that  Propofition,  which  gave  new  Life  to  the 
RqpuUick,  by  (hewing  the  Plan  upon  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
ceed, and  that  he  was  in  eameft  refolved  to  put  the  Govern* 
ment  upon  its  old  and  right  Foundation,  the  Love,  the  Fidelity, 
and  Confidence  of  all  its  Subjeds. 

HisHighneis's  fubfequent behaviour,  in  regard  to  theTumults 
at  jtm/ierdamy  the  Pains  taken  to  fatisfy  the  People  of  Friejland 
and  Grmingerty  his  Care  in  reference  to  the  Difturbances  at  Ln^ 
dm^  his  being  content  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  of  holding  me 
fopreme  Diredion  of  Affairs  belonging  to  the  Eaft-Ifulia  Com* 

Sny,  and  dtfdurging  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  excite  a  De* 
e  in  the  Proprietors  of  the  Weft-lndia  Company  to  veft  die 
libe  M^ure  of  Authority  in  his  Hands,  plainly  proved  that 
he  inherited  the  Virtues  and  great  Qualities  of  his  illufbious 
Houfc,  and  feemed  to  be  raifed  up  by  Providence  to  deliver  the 
Kepublick  from  the  Jaws  of  Corruption  (a  Monftef  lefs  hideous 
indeed,  but  more  fubtle,  and  to  the  full  as  inexorable  as 
Tyranny  heHelf )  by  his  Wifdom  and  Virtue. 

The  whole  of  this  Prince's  Adminifhation  might,  without 
Partiality,  and  with  great  Propriety,  be  ftiled  a  continual  Dif- 
play  of  his  AfFeftion  for  his  Country,  and  for  his  Country* 
men,  and  a  dear  Demonftration  that  his  high  Dignities  were 
no  otherwife  pkaitng  to  him,  than  as  they  afforded  him  an  Op- 
portunity of  removing  Evils  and  doing  good  to  the  People.  It 
■gave  him  xncxpreffible  Concern,  that  with  indefetigabic  Atten- 
tion, and  the  befl  Inclination  in  the  World,  he  could  do  but 
Kttle.  Like  a  Hufbandman  employed  in  the  Cultivation  of 
ia  degenerate  Soil,  he  ploughed  and  fowed  without  receiving 
any  Return,  or  at  leafl  a  very  fmall  one,  in  the  Harvefl.  Under 
-thefe  Difficiikies  his  Spirit  rather  rofe  than  fell;  and  he  was  al- 
ways ofFering  fome  new  Expedient  for  the  Benefit  of  the  State, 
or  for  the  Service  of  the  Peopk,  notwithflanding  they  were  al- 
moft  always  rcjcfted.  He  puflied  with  the  mofl  Vigour  the 
•Performance  of  thofc  Promifcs  that  had  been  made  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  and  in  all  human  Probability  he  would  at  length  have 
prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  feen  tl^.em  executed  in  their  utmc A 
-Extent,  of  which  the  prefent  Generation  have  now  but  weak 
Jbxpediatioms. 

At  the  Time  when,  for  certain  Reafons,  he  thought  proper 
to  make  a  Tour  to  A'lx  la  ChapclUy  he  caufed  the  great  Scheme 
for  the  Rbviv/l  of  Trade  to  be  laid  before  the  Statts  in 
fais  Ablence,  that  they  might  deliberate  freely  upon  it,  and 
•take  what  iihare  of  Merit  to  themfelvcs  thev  pleafed.  If 
this  had  been  the  only  fhinmg,  as  it  was  almoft  the  laft  j£f 
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of  bis  Jdmintflrationy  it  ought  to  have  rendered  his  Memory 
immortal^  as  it  was  indubitably  one  of  the  worthieft  and  nobleft 
A£tions  his  high  Dignity  enabled  him  to  perform.  He  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  underftand  Commerce,  as  a  Merchant; 
he  never  affefled  any  kind  of  Knowledge  that  did  not  becon^ 
him.  He  underftood  it  however  as  a  Prince,  he  knew  that 
it  was  the  fole  Foundation  of  Maritime  Power,  he  faw  that 
the  State  rofe  as  it  rofe,  and  that  it  declined  as  it  decayed. 
He  judged  therefore,  and  he  judged  wifely,  that  the  moft  fpeedy, 
certain,  and  efFe£hxal  Method  to  reftore  the  Aifairs  of  the  Re* 
publick,  was  to  revive  Commerce;  and  having  formed  this 
great  and  falutary  Projedl,  he  did  next  what  Princes  are  leaft 
inclined  to  do,  he  fought,  he  obtained,  and  he  followed  the 
beji  Aioice, 

It  had  been  glorious  for  him,  and  happy  for  his  Country,  if 
he  had  lived  to  purfue  and  perfect  this  great  Defign,  which 
procured  him  the  folemn  Thanks  of  the  City  of  Amfterdam^ 
and  the  univerfal  Attachment  of  the  whole  mercantile  intereft 
in  HoUan3,  But  Providence  otherwiie  decreed ;  and  tho'  at  his 
Return  from  Aix  la  ChapdUi  ^^^  Highnefs  appeared  in  a  better 
State  of  Health  than  for  many  Years  before,  yet  he  foon  after  fell 
ill  of  a  Fever,  which  in  a  very  fhort  Time  bereaved  the  United 
Provinces  of  their  Beji-beloved  Stadtholder  ;  for  that  was  the 
Epithet  bellowed  on  him  by  the  Voice  of  the  People ;  and  do- 

E rived  Europe  of  a  Prince,  whofe  Virtues  added  Luftre  to  his 
)ignity,  in  the  Prime  of  his  Life  t  for  he  was  but  in  the  fortieth 
Year  of  his  Age ;  and  when  he  was  moft  in  a  Condition  to  exe- 
cute the  great  and  good  Defigns  he  had  ever  meditated  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Republick. 

Immediately  upon  his  Death  the  States  General  chearfully, 
punAually,  and  honourably  executed  the  conftitutional  Settle- 
ment, in  acknowledging  the  Count  de  Buren  his  Son  for  their 
Hereditary  Stadtholder,  and  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefe  of 
Orange^  his  Widow,  in  Quality  of  Govcrnefs  General  during 
the  Nlinority.  What  will  follow  is  in  the  Womb  of  Time, 
and  may  it  bring  forth  propitious  Events  to  the  Peace  of  this 
Country,  the  Profperity  of  the  Proteftant  Intereft,  and  the  In- 
dependency and  Tranquility  of  Chrift.endom  ! 

All  the  fenfible  and  difinterefted  Part  of  the  Dutch  Nation, 
are  by  this  time  convinced,  that  the  Notion  of  a  perfeft  Demo- 
cracy, and  a  Form  of  Government  founded  on  an  Equality  of 
Wealth  and  Power,  is  mere  Delufion,  invented  and  preached  up 
by  fuch,  as  mean  to  pofTds  themfelves  of  as  much  of  both  as 
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ihey  can  poffibly  grafp,  and  then  cover  themfchres  and  dicir 
AiuKiates  with  the  fpecious  Title  of  the  Rulers  of  a  free 
People,  when  they  are  in  Fa£t  no  Inore  than  Leaden  of  a  cer- 
tain FaiS^ion.  The  Nation  muft  be  fatisfied  from  Experience, 
that  fuch  a  Reeimen  as  this,  participates  of  both  Extremes,  of 
Tvranny  and  Anarchy ;  inclining  to  the  former  in  a  Seafon  of 
fuU  Peace,  and  declining  towards  the  latter  in  a  Time  of 
Trouble:  The  Dutch  Nation  muft  by  this  time  apprehend, 
that  the  only  natural  Poize  in  their  Conftitution  is  the  Power,  of 
a  Stadtholder  ^  in  whom  an  Excefs  of  Authority  can  never  be 
apprehended,  while  that  innate  Love  of  Liberty,  for  which 
they  have  been  ever  famous,  continues  to  glow  in  their  Bo- 
foms,  and  whofe  Authority  will  by  Degrees  extinguilh  thofe 
Attempts,  that  crafty  and  feditious  Men  may  infpire  their  1  ools 
to  make,  in  order  to  create  freih  Confufions.  Harmony  and 
Perfeftion  are  the  Works  of  Time,  as  well  as  Wifdom,  and 
the  Continuance  of  Peace  will  without  doubt  brine  them  to 
that  Maturity,  which  will  effe^u^lly  reftore  the  domeftick  Sute 
of  their  Affairs. 

As  to  the  foreign  Interefts  of  this  Republick,  they  confift  in 
living  upon  good  Terms  with  her  Neighbours,  in  the  ftrid 
Performance  of  Treaties,  and  in  the  Maintenance  of  the  fiallance 
of  Power.  A  good  Correfpondence  with  her  Neighbours  is 
an  eflential  Point  of  Policy  with  refpedi  to  this  State,  becaufe 
the  chief  Dependence  of  her  Subje£b  is  on  Commerce,  which  is 
incompatible  with  an  unfettled  State  of  Things.  This  Maxim 
however  muft  not  be  adhered  to,  without  due  Deference  for 
the  other  two,  fince  Peace,  like  Gold,  may  be  bought  too  dear, 
and  nothing  can  be  fo  prejudicial  to  Commerce,  as  to  make  it  a 
Pretence  for  betraying  the  Dignity,  and  finking  Ihe  Credit  of 
the  State,  by  whidi  it  muft  in  time  be  weakened,  and  in  the 
End  loft.  Alliances  and  Treaties  of  a  defenfive  Nature  are  to 
be  made  with  great  Deliberation,  but  are  facred  when  once 
concluded,  and  muft  be  at  all  £)vents  fulfilled,  that  the  Repub- 
lick may  have  a  clear  l^itle  to  the  Aififtance  of  her  Allies  when- 
ever her  Circumftances  may  require  it.  But  that  Peace  may 
produce  thofe  Fruits  that  are  expected  from  it ;  that  the  Endea- 
vours of  the  Republick  may  prove  fucccfsful  intheCaufeofher 
Friends  $  and  that  her  Allies  may  never  be  deterred  from  com- 
plying with  their  Engagements  in  her  Favour  ;  it  is  abfolutely 
necef&ry  that  the  fiallance  ftiould  be  preferved.  For  this  Maxim, 
as  it  gave  Being  to  the  Republick,  which  was  fupported  in  its 
Infancy,  in  order  to  leffcn  the  Qxorbitant  Power  of  Spain  yh  if 
ever  tlic  Ballancc  ftiould  bj  left,  it  is  furc  to  feel  tlie  bad  LficiSls 
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of  It  firft,  anJ  in  the  mod'  imminent  Degree.  As  thefe  are 
Truths,  which  may  be  demonftrated  from  ReaTon,  To  they  have 
been  more  than  once  juftified  by  Experience,  fince  the  Affairs 
of  Europe  were  never  at  a  Crifis  in  this  refpe£l,  but  thofe  of 
the  United  Provinces  were  in  the  utmoft  Danger,  as  the  Reader 
has  already  fcen  from  a  Deduflion  of  Fa£b. 

In  the  Norihj  it  is  apparently  thelntereft  of  Holland  to  fup- 
port  the  Independency  of  the  feveral  Powers  in  that  Part  of 
Europe.  Her  wifeft  Statefmen  have  always  maintained  this, 
and  when  her  Affairs  have  been  beft  managed,  (he  has  a£led 
accordingly.  Her  Fleets  have  more  than  once  fecured  the 
Kin^iomof  Denmark  from  being  totally  overwhelmed;  and 
{he  has  frequently  felt  in  Return,  the  good  £ffe£ls  of  her  wife 
and  laudable  Concern  for  the  Danes.  At  the  Qofe  of  the  lafl 
Century,  fhe  joined  with  Great  Britain  in  fending  a  Fleet 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  Oforge  Rooie^  to  the  Affiflance  of 
the  Swedes^  upon  which  Occafion  fhe  a£ted  againfl  the  Danes  | 
and  this  too  was  a  wife  and  prudent  Meafure,  which  anfwered 
very  effe<Sually  the  End  it  was  calculated  to  anfwer,  and  pre- 
vented that  Defign  from  taking  Effect ;  which  was  contrived  to 
weaken,  if  not  to  fubvert  the  Ballance  in  the  North,  which 
^an  never  fuffer,  but  the  Commerce  of  Holland  muit  fuffer 
likewifc. 

It  is  impoflible  to  reflect  on  the  Situation  of  the  Territories 
of  the  Republick,  without  perceiving  how  great  an  Intereft  fhe 
has  in  prcferving  the  Ballance  between  the  Houfes  of  Jujlria 
and  Bourbon,  and  of  what  Importance  it  is  to  her  Safety, 
as  well  as  Profpcrity,  that  the  former  fliould  not  be  oppreifed. 
She  is  likewife  obliged  to  have  a  conftant  Attention  to  the 
Princes  of  Germany,  who  on  the  other  fide  have  very  powerful 
Reafons  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with  her,  and  when  her 
Affairs  require  it,  to  vield  her  any  Aififlance  that  (he  wants* 
But  above  all,  (he  is  oound  to  maintain  a  perfed  Friendihip 
with  his  PruJJian  Majefty,  as  well  on  account  of  the  vaft  Ac- 
ceflion  of  Power  which  that  Monarch  has  obtained,  as  his  being 
her  near  Neighbour,  in  Confequence  of  having  Part  of  Guelder^ 
land  yielded  to  him  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  \  the  Duchy  of 
Cleves,  by  his  Treaty  of  Partition  with  the  Elector  Palatine  \ 
the  Diflrifts  that  fell  to  him  as  joint  Heir  of  King  William 
III;  and  the  Principality  of  Eaji  Friejland,  which  is  acouired 
bv  the  Extinfiion  of  the  Line  of  its  ancient  Princes,  With 
all  thefe  Powers,  the  Republick  is  under  Engagements  by  fo* 
Icmn  Treaties,  and  it  is  by  an  exaA  Performance  of  thefe,  that 
(he  muil  maintain  her  Rank,  her  Reputation,  and  the  Benefits 
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which  refuk  to  her  Subje£b,  from  the  Conftitution  of  her  Go- 
vernment ;  which  in  virtue  of  thofe  Treaties,  all  tbcfc  Powen 
are  bound  to  maintain. 

In  reference  to  the  Ballance  in  Itafy^  (he  has  alfo  confidcrable 
Intereft^  refulting  from  the  large  Share  of  Commerce  which 
her  Subje£b  enjoy  in  the  Medtttrranean  and  the  Levant^  and 
which  will  always  depend  on  the  preferving  the  Independence  of 
the  Princes  and  States  in  that  rart  of  Europe ;  (b  that  (he  is 
bound  to  promote  that,  as  far  as  in  her  lies  %  and  in  Times  paft, 
has  (hewn  a  due  reg^d  to  this  Obligation.  She  has  befides, 
fome  particular  Engagements  with  the  iv)ifs  Cantons,  and  their 
Allies^  and  has  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  had  a  conflderable 
Cprps  of  their  Infantry  in  her  Service,  who  with  great  Courage 
and  Fideli^  have  fought  in  fupport  of  her  Liberties,  whenever 
they  were  m  Danger. 

Laftly,  there  is  nothing  clearer,  than  that  it  is  her  true  In** 
tereft  to  live  m  perfeft  Harmony  with  Great  Britain ;  in  as 
mudi  as  both  Countries  have  continuallv  reaped  the  greateft  Ad- 
vantages, when  this  Union  has  fubfifted ;  and  have  both  fek 
and  itill  feel  the  bad  EfFe^  of  being  fet  at  Variance,  and  em- 
ploying their  Maritime  Forces  againft  each  other,  through  the 
Intrigues  of  their  compion  Enemies.  It  is  indeed  true,  that 
each  of  thefe  Powers  have  an  equal  Intereft  in  Commerce ;  but 
while  they  live  upon  good  Terms,  and  confult  their  refpedive 
Interefls  only,  they  can  without  any  Difficulty  rqzulate  the 
Views  of  their  Subiedt,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  darning  with 
each  other,  and  for  the  common  Benefit  of  both,  which  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Things  is  far  eafier  than  in  former  Times ; 
;ind  perhaps  too  of  greater  Confequence  than  ever,  confidering 
01C  new  Schemes  that  are  every  Day  formed,  and  arfc  ftill  fonn-r 
ing  in  difFercnt  Parts  oi  Ettrope,  with  a  Tcndcncjr  ecjually  pr^-r 
ju4ip^  to  the  Tr9(lc  of  both. 
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C   H   A   P.     XV. 

Of  the  true  Jnterejl  of  Great  Britain,  nvith  refpeB 
to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe. 

fTp^HE  gradual  Changes  that  have  happened  in  the  Ctrcuro- 
X  ftances  of  this  Nation,  may  be  very  rationally  fuppofed 
to  have  had  a  ftrong  Influence  upon  its  Interefts,  and  yet  this 
does  not  feem  to  have  been  fuflicivntly  confidered  ;  for  if  it  had^. 
we  Ihould  fcarce  find  fo  many  People  as  there  really  are,  who 
adhe^'e  to  the  old  Notions  laid  down  by  fome  of  our  Patriots 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century,  that  the  true  Intereft 
of  this  Nation  conlifls  in  keeping  then*  AiTairs  as  diftin£l 
from  thofe  of  the  Continent,  as  dieir  Country  is  removed, 
from  It  by  Nature,  who  by  furrounding  it  with  the  Sea,  feems 
to  have  made  it  a  World  by  itfeif.  It  muft  be  confefled,  that 
manv  plaufibte  Things  have  been  advanced  in  Support  of  this 
Dodtrine,  as  well  as  great  Authorities  alledged,  more  efpecially 
that  of  the  learned  Antiquary  Sir  Robert  Cottony  1^0  wrote  % 
Treatife  to  this  Purpofc  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  L  with 
SI  View  of  coitvincing  Htnry  Prince  of  IVales^  that  he  ought 
n6t  to  pay  any  refpe£l  to  the  Arguments  which  bad  been 
jnfinuated  to  him,  againft  the  pacifick  Meafures  that  were  then 
in  Faihion,  but  ought  to  regard  whatever  was  faid  pf  foreign 
Wars,  and  foreign  Acquifitions,  as  calculated  to  gratify  the 
Spirit  of  ambitious  Men,  at  the  Expence  of  their  Country, 
which  had  been  ofteil  exhaufied,  but  never  received  any  rea] 
Benefit  from  fuch  Kind  of  Expeditions,  as  he  undertook  to  ihew 
from  Hiftory  and  Records. 

But  whatever  Truth  there  might  be  in  this  Dodlrine,  as  it  is 
laid  down  by  him,  and  how  well  foever  it  might  be  fupported 
by  the  Inftances  which  he  has  produced,  it  has  nothing  to  dq 
with  the  prefent  State  of  our  AflFairs ;  and  the  only  Ufe  that  can 
be  made  of  it,  is  fo  far  to  examine  it,  as  that  we  may  be  con- 
vinced of  the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation,  The  Expeditions  made 
by  Our  ancient  Princes  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Countries 
they  pofleflfed  in  France^  or  in  Support  of  their  Claim  to  that 
Crown,  might  very  probably  impoveriih  this  Nation,  and  how 
much  foever  their  Succeflcs  might  enlarge  the  Power,  or  exalt 
t))t  Glpry  of  tbofc  Mon^chs,  they  mi^ht  be  fv  enough  from  be- 
ing 
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ing  ufefu!  to  their  Subjeds.  It  is  however  very  Dofiible  that 
they  might  be  in  fome  meafure  neceflary,  as  our  Conftitutioii 
then  ftood  ;  and  we  fliall  have  the  more  Reafon  to  credit  this, 
if  we  confider  that  fuch  of  our  Princes  were  always  moft 
popular  at  home,  as  made  themfelves  renowned  by  their  vic- 
torious Arms  abroad,  and  that  fuch  as  purfued  a  contrary  Con- 
duct, were  very  feldom  free  from  domefiick  Infurre£lions,  or 
foreign  Invafions. 

The  only  Objections  that  can  be  raifed  to  this  Pofition,  muft 
be  taken  from  the  Condud  of  Henry  VII.  who  was  indeed  a 
very  wife  Prince,  and  yet  is  reported  to  have  meddled  lefs 
with  foreign  Ai&irs  than  moft  of  bis  Predeceilbrs.  Yet  upon 
a  more  AnSt  Examination  it  will  be  found,  that  his  Happinefe 
refuked  chiefly,  not  from  the  confining  his  Cares  entirely  to 
his  own  Dominions,  but  from  his  prudent  Management  of 
that  Share  he  thought  proper  to  take  in  the  TranfaClions  of 
the  Continent.  It  has  been  thought,  that  as  a  true  Poli- 
tician he  (hould  have  prevented  the  French  King  from  an- 
nexing the  Duchy  of  Bretagne  to  his  Crown,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  tliis  was  at  all  in  his  Power.  He  made  ufe, 
however,  of  the  Jealoufy  which  the  Nation  conceived  upon 
this  great  AccefEon  to  the  Freneh  Power,  and  a£tually  en- 
gag^in  a  War  againft  France^  for  the  Profecution  of  which 
he  had  vaft  Supplies  granted  him  by  Parliament.  Yet  he  did 
not  after  all  this  carry  on  that  War  in  the  Manner  that  was 
c^cpefled,  but  contented  himfelf  with  making,  from  the  Terror 
of  his  Arms,  a  Peace  upon  very  advantageous  Terms,  that 
lafted  during  his  Life,  by  which  he  fecured  to  himfelf  an 
annual  Tribute  froni  two  French  Monarchs  fucceffively,  and 
which  left  them  at  full  Liberty  to  purfue  their  IJefigns  in 
Jtaly^  that  exhaufted  their  Treafures,  and  weakened  their  Forces 
as  much  as  a  War  with  England  would  have  done,  and  proved 
confequendy  more  to  his  Advantage.  He  took  care  likewife 
during  that  Peace  this  Meafure  procured,  to  enter  into  a  ftri6l 
Alliance  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  which  was  a  very  right 
Connection  at  that  Time,  cemented  that  Alliance  by  a  MarriagCy 
and  married  his  own  Daughter  to  the  King  of  Scots^  which,  as 
he  forefaw,  united  in  Procels  of  Time  the  whole  Ifland  into  one 
Kingdom.  The  true  inference  therefore  from  his  Conduft  is 
this,  that  the  intermeddh'ng  more  or  lefs  with  the  Affairs  of 
the  Continent  is  right  or  wrong,  according  to  the  Judgment  the 
Prince  who  intcrmedulcs  forms  of  the  Situation  and  Circiun- 
jttances  of  Things. 

The 
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The  Figure  that  Great  Britain  makes  at  prefent  in  Eur^g^ 
arifes  from  her  being  in  a  Situation  very  difFerent  from  that 
flie  held  in  Times  padft  ;  but  we  owe  our  prefent  Greatneft  to 
Maxims  very  difFerent  from  that  of  ncgleding  every  thing 
that  pafles  without  the  Bounds  of  our  own  Ifland.  The 
wife  Queen  EUzabeth^  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  that 
Wealth  and  Power  which  we  now  pofiels,  afied  upon  quite 
difFerent  Principles,  and  was  fo  far  from  paying  no  Attention 
to  foreign  AfFairs,  that  it  plainly  appears  they  were  never  fo 
well  underflood  or  managed  as  in  her  Time.  She  it  was  that 
prevented  Philip  II.  from  accomplifhing  his  Scheme  of  uni- 
verfal  Empire,  not  barely  by  providing  for  the  S:;curity  of 
her  Dominions  at  home,  out  by  employing  both  Money  and 
Men  to  occupy  him  with  perpetual  Diveriions  abroad.  She 
prevented  France  from  becoming  a  Province  to  Spain^  which 
muft  have  been  fatal  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe  ;  and  (he  af- 
forded that  Afliftance  to  the  States  ot  the  United  Provinces^ 
that  enabled  them  to  become  an  independent  Republick,  which 
has  in  fucceeding  Times  contributed  fo  much  to  preferve  the  In- 
dependence of  the  European  Powers  againft  the  ambitious  Views 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Jt  is  true,  that  (he  lifcewife  promoted  the  Navigation  and 
Commerce  of  her  Subje£ts,  opened  a  Paflage  for  them  into 
both  the  Indies^  and  excited  that  Spirit  which  afterwards  in- 
duced us  to  make  Settlements  in  the  mol^  difhint  Parts  of  the 
Globe ;  and  by  a  wife  and  happy  Conjundlion  of  our  Labours 
both  there  and  in  Britain^  at  ppce  extended  our  Wealth  and 
Power,  without  the  leaft  Diminution  of  our  People,  contrary  to 
the  £fFe(5h  of  Plantations  made  from  other  Countries,  which 
have  fufFered  at  home,  by  aggrandizing  themfelves  abroad  ; 
whereas  our  domeftic  Power  is  conftantly  augmented,  in  Pro- 
portion to  the  Advantages  derived  from  our  Settlements  abroad ; 
and  to  this  Circulation  of  our  Commerce  it  is  in  reality  owe- 
ing,  that  our  Strength  is  fo  much  greater,  our  Lands  fo  much 
more  valuable,  and  our  intrinfic  Wealth  fo  much  increafed, 
as  it  is  fince  that  Time  ;  and  this,  in  fpite  of  long  Wars,  and 
other  intervening  Accidents,  not  at  all  favourable  to  our  In- 
terefts. 

This  may  look  like  a  Paradox  to  fome,  and  there  may  be 
others  who  perhaps  will  regard  it  as  a  thing  taken  upon  Truft. 
But  in  reality  the  Fa<Els  are  abfolutely  certain,  and  it  is  to  the 
wonderful  Growth  of  our  Plantations  that  we  owe  the  Strength 
and  Populoufnefs  of  this  ifland,  which  could  never  otherwife  have 
attained  its  prefent  Condition.  A  very  little  Attention  will 
cifike  this  plain.    The  Commoditits  and  Manufa&uresof  aoy 

Countiy 
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Cossilry  have  a  oeitain  Limit,  beyond  which  it  is  iinpoffible 
they  ihould  extend  without  an  Alteration  of  Circiunflances,  that 
is  to  fay,  when  they  are  carried  fo  high,  as  that  no.new  Markets 
are  to  be  foiiad,  domeftick  Induftry  can  proceed  no  further. 
Now  it  is  owing  to  our  Colonies,  that  hitherto  we  have  not 
been  very  fenfible  of  this  Truth ;  for  the  People  fettled 
there,  kom  a  Variety  of  Caufes,  into  which  I  have  not  room 
to  entet  at  prefent,  take  ofF  much  greater  Quantities  of  our 
Commodities  and  ManufiauElures,  than  if  they  had  remained  at 
home.  So  that  one  of  our  Countrymen  eftablifhed  in  Amirica^ 
finds  full  Employment  for  fcveral  Hands  here ;  and  as  full  £m- 
floyment  will  always  draw  People,  it  plainly  follows  from 
thence,  that  our  Settlements  abroad  muft  increafe  the  Number 
of  People  at  home.  As  this  Method  of  arguing  fhe^s  tHe 
Reafon  of  die  Thing,  fo  the  Truth  of  it  may  be  likewile  de- 
monftrated  from  Experience*  It  is  certain,  that  the  Number 
of  People  in  the  City  (f  Landau  is  about  five  times  as  great  as 
at  the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth  y  and  tho'  it  cannot  be  fup- 
fcXtA^  that  the  Number  of  People  in  this  Ifland  hath  increafed 
in  the  fiune  Proportion,  yet  it  is  certain  that  they  have  very 
much  increafed,  as  is  apparent  from  the  Growth  of  other  great 
Cities,  the  fwdling  of  fmall  Villages  into  large  Towns,  and  the 
rufing  on  our  Coafts  of  many  new  Sea  Ports.  It  may  indeed 
be  objeded,  that  if  People  remove  out  of  the  Countify  into 
great  Towns,  this  aumicnts  the  Number  of  their  Inhabitants, 
but  not  that  of  the  Nation,  but  then  the  Fa£l  muft  be  proved, 
which  is  a  thing  impoflible  ;  for  fuch  as  dwell  in  great  Towns 
confumea  larger  Quantity  oiF  Provifions,  and  all  other  Necef- 
faries,  than  fuch  as  live  fcattered  up  and  down  the  Country, 
they  muft  confequently  be  fupplied  with  thefe,  and  therefore  the 
Growth  of  Towns  muft  increafe  the  Number  of  People  in  the 
Country  about  theip.  Thus  the  farther  we  trace  this  Matter, 
the  clearer  and  the  more  certain  it  appears,  and  therefore  what 
is  deduced  from  it  cannot  be  rationally  called  in  queftion. 

We  may  from  hence  likewife  difcern  how  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Britijb  Dominions  have  alfo  increafed  in  the  Number 
of  their  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  England^  and  have  reaped  a 
proportionable  Benefit  from  fo  happy  a  Change  in  their  Cir- 
cuinftancesj  which  as  it  demonftrates  how  much  they,  owe  to 
thatexcdient  Conftitution  under  which  they  live,  fo  it  is  like- 
wife  an  evident  Proof  that  it  is  the  Intereft,  and  ought  to  be 
the  Care  of  fuch  as  are  intrufted  with  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government,  to  fee  that  every  Part  of  the  Briitjb  Empire 
enjoys  to  the  full  the  Advantages  derived  from  the  Laws,  and 
that  glorious  Freedoni  which  is  ths  Refult  of  ihsir  leing  main- 
tained 
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tained  in  full  Vigour.  The  Subjefls  as  well  as  the  Soil  arc  ever 
to  be  taken  into  our  Notion  of  the  Britijb  Empire  j  and  as  Obe- 
dience is  expeSed  from  fuch  as  are  ever  fo  remote,  as  wdl  a» 
thofe  who  are  near  the  Center  of  Government,  fo  they  arc  en- 
titled to  the  ftme  Proteftion  and  Encouragement;  which  whik 
they  receive,  there  is  no  doubt  that  our  Afikirs^  will  continw 
in  a  flourifhing  Condition,  and  the  Fears  which  many  haire 
entertained,  that  fome  of  our  diftant  Colonies  may  feme  %ifli0* 
or  other  throw  off  their  Obedience  to  their  Mother  Country^ 
will  be  but  Dreams  and  Vapours ;  for  in  the  Body  Politick,  at 
in  the  Natural  Body,  while  the  vital  Parts  are  ftrong  and  fouiMl^ 
£he  Circulation  will  be  every  where  briifc  and  lively,  and  the 
Effefts  of  it  perfeftly  feh,  to  its  very  Exttemitics,  in  Theory 
this  look^  very  fair  and  probable,  but  it  is  our  peculiar  Fe- 
lidlty,  that  through  the  Piety,  Virtue,  ^d  Wifdcnn  of  our  An- 
ceftors,  we  know  that  this  may  be,  and  is  redficed  toPraAice* 
We  need  only  look  into  the  State  of  pur  Affairs  at  prefcnt, 
compare  them  with  what  they  we.-e  in  times  paft,  and  reflefk  oa 
the  manner  in  which  thefe  Alterations  have  happened,  to  he 
convinced  this  is  all  Reality,  and  not  Vifion* 
^  It  is  the  maintaining  the  Britijb  Empire  in  this  Situation^ 
and  thereby  providing  for  the  Happinefe  of  this  Nation,  that 
as  I  faid  ought  to  be  the  fole  Point  of  View  to  our  Statefmcif 
and  Patriots,  as  of  old  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Our 
Conflitution  like  theirs  is  of  a  mixt  Nature,  but  one  may  with- 
out Partiality  or  Vanity  aflSrm,  that  it  is  more  happily  com- 
pounded, fo  that  Majefty  and  Liberty  treipafs  not  at  all  upon 
each  other,  the  Prerogative  of  the  Prince  beine  without  Reftiaint, 
where  it  may  be  exerted  for  his  Subjefts  Good,  and  the  Para-* 
mount  Prerogative,  being  this,  that  the  Crown  can  do  no  hurt 
at  all.  It  is  moft  evident  therefore,  that  at  this  Day  our  Princes 
can  have  no  Temptation  to  enterprize  Wars  of  Conqueft 
as  in  former  Times ;  fo  that  a  true  Spirit  of  Patriotifin  can 
never  be  (hewn,  in  oppofing  Projefis  that  will  never  be  fet  on 
foot;  and  in  this  lies  our  great Happinefi,  that  having  no  Views 
or  Pretenfions  upon  our  Neighbours,  there  is  no  folid,  indeed 
not  fo  much  as  a  plaufible  Ground  for  us  to  hate  them,  or  they 
us.  This  is  the  true  fundamental  Principle  of  our  Policy; 
that  in  refped  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Continent,  we  are  not  to 
be  governed  by  any  of  thofe  temporary  or  accidental  Conveni* 
ences,  which  very  often,  and  that  juftly  too,  pafe  for  reafons 
of  State  in  other  Kingdoms ;  but  by  this  fingle  Rule,  of  their 
adting  in  Conformity  to  our  natural  Interefb,  fo  far  as  is  coxh 
fifient  with  their  own. 

There 
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**  There  is  a  Dlftinftion  often  made,  chieHy  hf  Fprc^ncR, 
between  thelntereft  and  the  Commerce  of  Great  Britain i  but 
in  reality  this  is  a  Diilin&ion  without  a  Difference ;  for  the 
lotereft  and  th?  Commerce  of  the  Britijh  Empire  are  to  infc- 
parably  united^  that  they  may  be  very  well  confidered  as  one 
and  the  iaoie.  For  Commerce  is  that  Tie,  by  "which  the  fcveral* 
and  even  the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  this  Empire,  are  conneded 
and  kept  together,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  Parts  of  the  fame  Whole, 
and  to  receive  ndt  only  Countenance  and  Prote<5lion^  but 
Warmth  and  Nouriflimcnt  from  the  vital  Parts  of  our  Govern- 
pient,  of  whicb,  if  I  may  be  indulged  fo  figurative  an  Expreffion, 
our  Monarchy  is  the  Head,  and  our  Liberty  the  Soul.  What- 
ever therefore  affifts,  promotes,  and  extends  our  Commerce,  is 
confiftent  with  our  Intereft ;  and  whatever  weakens,  impairs, 
or  circumfcribes  it,  is  repugnant  thereto.  We  may  eafily,  con- 
fidering  Things  in  this  light,  (and  if  we  confider  them  in  any 
other,  we  (haU  deceive  ourfelves)  derive  from  thence  a  true 
Notion  of  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain^  with  refpeA  to  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe  \  and  be  able  to  judge  when  that 
Intereft  is  really  purfued,  and  when  it  is  either  neglefbd  or 
abandoned. 

The  firft  Point  diflated  by  our  Intereft,  is  the  maintaining 
others  in  their  Rights,  or  to  make  ufe  of  a  more  known  Term, 
to  fupport  the  Independency  of  the  Powers  of  Europe ;  becaufc 
the  engroi&ngy  iubje£iing,  or  fubduing  feveral  Countries  under 
one  Potentate,  naturally  and  even  neceiiarily  contributes  to  leflen 
the  Number^  of  Inhabitants,  to  extinguifh  Induftry  amongft 
them,  and  confequently  to  enfeeble  and  impoverifli  them,  which 
P2uft  be  detrimental  to  us,  if  we  corrcfpond  or  trade  with  them. 

Another  Point  is,  the  ftipulating  with  foreign  Nations  proper 
Terms  of  Security,  Indulgence,  and  RefpedV  for  our  Subjedb, 
and  for  the  EfFw^s  which  from  time  to  time  they  (hall  carry 
into  thofe  Countries,  in  return  for  which  we  muft  covenant  on 
our  parts,  to  do  and  perform  what  (hall  be  thought  rea(bnable« 
When  thefe  Kind  of  Alliances  are  made  with  due  Deliberation, 
they  become  facrcd  Tics  with  rcfpe<S  to  us,  and  we  are  bound 
to  fulfil  them  pun«5tually  j  fo  that  whatever  different  Form 
Appearances  may  wear,  the  true  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  is 
always  to  comply  exaSly  with  her  Treaties, 
,  A  third  Rule  is,  to  refent  Wrongs  done  us,  vigoroufly  and 
without  dda^,  mere  efpecially  where  it  is  in  our  Power  to  do 
it  by  employmg  our  maritime  Force,  fmce  in  this  Cafe  it  an- 
fwcrs  ^  double  End  ;  firft,  it  redreffes  thcMifchief,  whatever  it 
is,  fur  the  prefent ;  and  next,  it  raifes  our  Reputation  for  the 
t;      .  future. 
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future.  We  ought  Hkewife  to  be  ready  to  affift  any  Nation 
that  is  unjuftly  attacked,  or  in  any  Danger  of  being  opprefled, 
that  it  may  be  feen  we  are  true  Lovers  of  Freedom,  and  are  as 
unwilling  to  behoU  the  Necks  of  others  put  under  a  Yoke,  as 
to  fubmit  our  own. 

Thefe  Rules  conftantly  attended  to,  are  fufEcient  to  keep  us 
upon  good  Terms  with  all  the  World,  and  to  make  it  the  In- 
tereft  of  every  Potentate  and  State  in  Europe^  to  court  as  well  as 
to  reipe£k  our  Friendfliip  ;  which  ought  to  be  freely  beftowed» 
and  not  either  purchafed  or  profticuted.  It  may  fometimes 
happen,  that  a  Rrid  Compliance  with  thefe  Rules  will  interfere 
with  fome  Branch  or  other  of  our  Commerce ;  neither  in  fuch 
a  Cafe  muft  that  be  regarded,  for  ic  is  not  this  or  that  parti- 
cular Branch  of  Commerce,  which  coincides  with  the  gene* 
ral  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  but  the  whole  Circle  of  our 
Commerce^  and  therefore  there  is  nothing  abfurd  or  contradiiSoiy 
in  affirming,  that  the  Whole  muft  take  place  of  a  Part,  any 
more  than  it  is  ridiculous  to  affirm,  that  whatever  refpe^ls  thte 
Intereft  of  a  Nation,  becomes  worthy  the  Concern  of  a  Mo- 
narch, let  its  Nature  be  what  it  will.  And  therefore  they  are  in 
an  Error,  .who  think  the  RopI  Chara^r  any  way  leflened,  by 
being  obliged  to  attend  to  Trade,  a  Thing  already  acknow- 
ledged in  many  Parts  of  Europe^  and  which  by  Degrees  will  be 
found  true  in  all ;  to  which  let  me  add  another  Truth,  that 
Trade  is  a  mean  and  inconfiderable  thing,  in  thofe  Countries 
only  where  this  Error  ftill  prevails. 

it  appears  in  fome  meafure  from  our  liiftory,  and  much  more 
from  our  Records,  that  we  have  always  interefted  ourfelves  venr 
much  in  the  Affairs  of  the  North.  Our  old  Treaties  witn 
Sweden^  Denmark^  and  Pttland^  fpeak  this  plainly,  and  our  Al- 
liances with  Rujpa  are  elder  than  thofe  of  molr  other  Powers. 
We  iiave,  as  Occafion  reauired,  zStui  either  as  Mediators  or 
Allies,  in  favour  of  all  thefe  Powers.  7'he  Swedes  in  particu- 
lar have  been  frequently  indebted  to  us  for  Affiflsince,  and  in 
the  laft  Century,  they  detached  themfclves  in  a  great  meafure 
from  the  Interefts  of  France^  for  the  fake  of  our  Friendfliip, 
which  was  a  Meafure  very  beneficial  to  all  Europe.  At  prefent 
we  are  clofely  connected  with  RuJJia^  and  with  very  good  Rea- 
fon;  neither  can  our  Alliance  ever  be  flighted  by  the  Northern 
Potentates,  while  the  BaltlJt  remains  open  to  our  Fleets,  that 
is,  while  we  remain  a  Maritime  Power.  This  Confideration, 
joined  to  thofe  important  Points  beforementioned,  will  always 
hinder  us  from  entering  into  improper  or  inconiiftent  Treaties, 
cannot  fail  of  keeping  up  our  Reputation  in  this  part  of  the 
World,  and  confequently  preferving  that  Refpeik  to  thofe  Pri. 
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vilcge*^  and  that  Attention  to  our  Demands,  which  the  Situa-« 
jion  cither  of  our  Affairs  or  theirs  may  recjuire.  For  as  we 
.call  never  have  any  Intereft  fuperior  to,  or  inconfiftent  with  the 
Care  of  the  Ballance  in  the  Norih^  fo  that  muft  alfo  remain  the 
great  Objed  of  all  the  Potenutes  there,  and  is  not  likely  there* 
;fcre  to  fuffer  any  great  Altpration  within  the  Compafs  of  that 
.Period^  to  which  human  Forefight  or  human  Policy  can  ck- 
.lend* 

As  to  the  Affairs  of  the  German  Empire  in  general,  and  of 
theieyen^  Princes  in  particular,  we  have  always  maintained  a 
fair  Correfpondencc  with  them,  and  manifefted  when  it  was 
jieoefiary,  a  juft  Concern  for  their  liberties ;  the  fame  Condud 
.will  he  ever  incumbent^  upon  us, '  fo  long  as  we  prefcrve  a 
Hefped  for  the  Proteftanc  Religion,  and  for  that  great  Principle 
of  Independence,  which  has  been  no  where  cultivated  ib 
Btuch  as  in  Gertnanyy  and  where  it  fti'll  continues  to  make  a 
confiderable  Figure.  It  has  been  thought  alfo  the  Intereft  of 
this  Nation,  to  ihew  an  extraordinary  TLcsX  in  favour  of  the 
Houie  of  Juftrioy  notwithftanding  the  Re£litude  of  that  Mea- 
£;re  hath,  been  at  diiferent  times  controverted,  if  I  miftake 
not,  by  both  Parties.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  in  reference  to  our 
Commerce  we  have  no  lefs  Connexion  with  the  Houfe  of 
Jufiriay  than  with  many,  I  may  fay  with  moft  of  the  great 
Powers  in  Europe  ;  as  alio,  that  we  have  fupported  her  in  times  ' 
voAy  at  a  very  large  Expence  to  ourfclvcs,  without  any  vifible 
View  of  reaping  any  immediate  Advantage  from  the  Effefid 
.  of  thofe  Subfidics,  which  iyere  fo  liberally  granted.  To  this 
it  has  been  added,  that  by  this  wonderful  Attachment,  we 
have  greatly  promoted  the  Power  and  Influence  of  that  Houfe 
over  the  Germanici  Body,  which  how  ufeful  foevcr  it  might 
be  to  the  Sovereigns  of  that  illullrious  Family,  might  turn 
-  in  fome  meafure  to  our  Prejudice,  as  it  could  not  foil  of  giving 
.  Offence  to  many  of  the  Princes  in  Germany^  who  for  that 
.  very  Reafon  had  recoui:fe  to  another  Power,  at  a  time  when 
if  we  bad  dealt  more  equally,  they  would  have  relied  folely 
upon  us. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this,  if  we  tonfider  that  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  h  on  one  Side  the  great  Bulwark  of  Ohriften- 
dom  againft  the  Turks^  and  on  the  other,  the  natural  Ballance 
againft  Franccy  and  alfo  a  near  Neighbour  to  us  in  Part  of  her 
Dominions,  it  is  no  Wonder  at  all,  but  rather'  an  Honour 
to  us,  that  we  have  adhered  fo  clofely  to  our  Engagements. 
In  fupporting  that  auguft  Family  in  three  feveral  Wars,  we 
jufti/ied  our  Fidelity  "to   our  Treaties,   which  in  itfelf  is   a 

Point 


Point  ever  of  the  high^ft  Cpnfequence,  as  it  Is  a  Kind  of  na* 
tional  Honour,  which  once  loft  can  hardly  ever  be  regained. 
As  to  the  Judgments  of  Parties,  they  are  not  always  to  be 
relied  upon,  but  if  they  were,  it  would  be  no  difficult  thing 
to  fhew,  that  all  Parties  have  in  their  turns  approved  this 
Meafure,  which  when  prudently  purfued,  is  certainly  right; 
and  tho'  immediate  Advantages  may  not  fpring  from  it,  yet 
if  there  be  no  other  way  than  this  of  fupporting  the  general 
Baliance  of  Power,  and  maintaining  that  Independence  which 
is  the  primary  Point  in  our  foreign  Syftem,  we  afted  well  and 
wifely  in  fuftaining  it ;  neither  could  any  Offence  be  juftly 
taken  at  this  by  any  of  the  German  States,  fince  if  they  had 
confidered  it  in  a  true  Light,  it  was  as  much  their  Intereft  as 
ours ;  and  many  Inftances  might  be  produced  to  prove,  that 
they  have  injured  and  weakened  themfelves  by  a  contrary  Con- 
dud,  If  indeed  our  Partiality  to  the  Houfe  of  y/«/?W^  had  ever 
carried  us  into  the  Breach  of  Treaties  with  other  Powers,  or 
put  us  upon  fupporting  the  ambitious  Schemes  of  that  Houfe^ 
or  any  other  Houfe,  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Neighbours,  the 
Charge  would  be  Juft,  and  the  Adminiflration  culpable  that 
had  led  us  into  thofe  Meafures. 

An  inveterate  Hatred,  or  a  perpetual  Oppofition  to  France^ 
is  a  Maxim  that  never  was  laid  down  by  any  wife  Englijh  Mi- 
nifter,  and  ought  never  to  be  received  or  countenanced.  In 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Time  we  afiifted  the  prefent  reigning  Fa- 
mily, and  Medals  were  firuck  with  the  Arms  of  Englani^  France^  . 
and  Holland^  as  Powers  whofe  Interefts  were  thoroughly  united, 
and  fo  at  that  Time  they  were ;  and  our  Regard  for  the  French 
as  well  founded  then,  as  that  which  we  teftify  for  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  is  now.  But  precifely  at  that  Junfture,  when  our 
Conduft  ought  to  have  changed,  we  miftook  our  Meafure, 
and  Cromwell^  by  embracing  the  Interefts  of  that  Crown,  faci- 
litated the  Execution  of  Schemes  that  have  been  fmce  fo  de« 
trimental  to  Europe  in  general,  and  this  Nation  in  particular. 
The  Miftake  was  quickly  dirccrned,  but  not  fo  foon  re£(ified$ 
on  the  contrary,  two  of  our  Princes  pcrfifted  in  that  Miftake, 
as  well  againft  the  Intereft,  as  againft  the  Voice  of  the  Na- 
tion. When  we  recovered  from  our  Error,  we  found  it  very 
difficult  to  retrieve  what  bad  been  loft  by  this  ill  Conduft  ; 
we  managed  a  long  and  very  expenfive  W»r  with  little  ap- 
parent Succels,  but  this  War  however  weakened,  and  wore 
out  the  Strength  of  Frame  fo  much,  as  to  make  way  for  the 
glorious  Vrdlories  that  were  obtained  in  that  which  quickl/ 
fuccccded  it,  which  is  fufficient  to  confole  us  for  Loftes  and 
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Expences  In  a  juft  Caufe.  It  is  that  Cauie  that  we  fuppoitt 
and  not  an  innate,  hereditary,  and  groundlefs  Averfion  to  the 
French  Nation  ;  for  whenever  ^eir  Statefmen  ifaall  abandon  that 
Plan  which  is  dangerous  and  deftru6^ive  in  its  Nature  to  them- 
felves  as  well  as  others,  they  will  infallibly  diiarm  us,  and  ez- 
tinguifh  that  Animofity  which  their  boundleis  Ambition,  and 
not  our  Obftinacy  or  Pefverfencfe,  has  excited.  There  have 
been,  within  the  Memory  of  the  prefent  Generation,  certain 
Seafons,  in  which  the  French  MiniAers  either  really  or  feem- 
ingly  laid  by  thofe  Schemes,  and  afFe<£ied  to  zSi  upon  other 

.Principles,  that  very  foon  produced  an  Alteration  in  the  Con- 
duct of  other  Powers  towards  them,  which  fully  juftifies  this 
Obfervations  and  therefore  their  Politicians  have  no  juft 
Grounds  for  imputing  to  the  Fiercenefs  of  our  Manners,  that 
Alacritv  we  have  (hewn  in  entering  into  all  Alliances  againft 
them,  but  ought  rather  to  afcribe  it  to  that  Re£litude  of  Judg- 
ment which  is  natural  to  a  free  People,  and  which  will  always 
appear  amongft  us  as  long  as  we  continue  free. 

The  3allance  in  Italy  is  thought  to  concern  us  more  remoteIy| 
notwithftanding  which,  we  have  hitherto  (hewn  a  juft  and 
laudable  Regard  to  that  likewife;  and  indeed  Diftance  in  this 
RefpeA  is  of  little  Confequence,  more  efpecially  to  a  Mari- 

.  time  Power.  Our  Commerce  in  the  Mediterranean^  and  in 
the  Levant^  is  of  very  high  Importance,  and  we  cannot  but  be 
fenfible,  that  whatever  Alterations  have  been  felt  in  the  Italian 
Ballance,  have  likewife  aiFedled  thofe  Branches  of  our  Com- 
pierce  in  a  very  fenfible  Degree  5  fo  that  whatever  Steps  we  have 
taken,  either  during  the  Continuance  of  Peace  by  Negotiations, 
or  in  Time  of  War,  by  fupporting  the  only  Prince  in  Itaiy  who 
declared  for  the  common  Caufe,  and  was  true  to  his  own  In- 
tercfts,  which  were  likewifc  ours,  were  right  and  juft  Meafures, 
and  have  no  doubt  left  thofe  Impreffions  which  will  never  be 
eiKiced  by  any  Arts  or  Intrigues,  whatever  may  be  given  out  to 
ferve  their  own  Purpofes,  at  certain  critical  Junctures,  by  fuch 
as  wifh  they  may. 

'  '1  he  recent  Injuries  our  Merchants  have  fuftained,  and  the 
great  Infults  offered  to  the  Nation  by  the  Corfairs  of  Borbary^ 
will  not  allow  us  to  doubt,  that  it  is  our  true  Intereft  to  keep 
the  Italian  States  firmly  united  to  us,  that  when  Occafion  re« 
quires  they  may  'afFord  us  all  the  Conveniencies  in  their  Power 

:  towards  chaftifing  thcfe  Infidels,  as  our  ufmg  vi^rous  Mea- 

>  fures  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  fending  a  powerful  Fleet  into  the  J^i^^ 
dlterraneany  vi^ill  contribute  not  a  little  to  make  us  refjpefled  by 

..^e  Italian  Potentates,  as  well  as  to  obtain  Juftlce  from  thole 
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pT^ttcal  Governments,  tho'  for  the  prefent  Things  have  been 
aojufted  by  milder  Meafures. 

Our  Afikirs  with  the  Crowa  of  Spain  have  been  long  in  a 
perplexed  Situation,  notwithftanding  that  it  is  generally  thought 
the  Spanijh  Minifters  have  fuch   true  Notions  of  their  own 
Intereft,  as  to  be  perfuaded  that  nothing  concerns  them  more, 
than  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with  Great  Britain.     Without 
any  Queftion  it  is  our  Intereft  likewife  to  live  in  a  perfed 
Correfpondencc  with  that  Court,  and  therefore  no  Pains  ought  to 
be  fpared  that  are  requifite  to  remove  all  Jealoufies  and  Difcoa- 
tents  on  both  Sides.    It  was  hoped,  ths^t  this  would  have  been 
eflSBftually  done  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix  la  ChapelU  }  but 
it  (eems  that  the  NecefEty  of  reftoring  the  Tranquility  of  Eu- 
rope,  made  it  requifite  to  conclude  that  Treanr  without  adjuft- 
ing  the  Differences  between  the  Britijh  ana  Spanijh  Courts, 
which  were  left  to  a  particular  Negotiation,  which  in  part  has 
taken  plac^  and  in  part  is  fiill  depending.     It  is  from  this  re- 
maining N^otiation  that  we  are  yet  to  expe£l  an  abfolulte 
Conclimon  of  this  important  Bufinefs,  which  as  it  has  proceed- 
ed flowly,  we  have  good  Ground  to  apprehend,  whenev^  it 
is  brought  to  a  Determination,  will  fettle  the  Terms  of  Cfor- 
refponcfence  to  the  mutual  Satisfadtion  of  both  Nations.    De- 
lays are  very  dilagreeable  in  all  Points  of  national  Concern,  but 
more  efpecially  fo  in  Points  of  great  Confequence,  fuch  as  this 
undoubtedly  is  both  to  us  and  to  them*    Yet  after  all,  if  bv 
bearing  with  thefe  Delays,  Things  can  be  enthrdy  adjufted,  \o 
as  to  leave  no  Grounds  for  future  Difputes  ;  inftead  of  patch- 
ing  up  expedient  Agreements  to  ferve  a  prefent  Turn,  which 
never  afford  Content  to.  either   Party,  and   are  feldom  long 
obferved,  wefliall  have  good  Caufe  to  excufe  thofe  Delays, 
and  to  be  well  pleafed  with  the  final  Iffue  of  them.    In  the 
mean  time  we  have  the  Comfort  of  knowing,  that  at  length 
the  Syftem  of  Expedients  is  exploded ;  for  if  there  had  b^ 
the  leaft  Intention  of  returning  to  that  Sort  of  Practice,  we 
might  have  had   a  Convention  long    ago.     It  was  certainly- 
better  to  treat  with  Clearnefs  and  Dignity,  to  explain  and  go 
to  the  Bottom  of  Grievances  on  both  Sides,  that  both  old  and 
fi-efli  Wounds  might  be  thoroughly,  healed,  and    not  fldnned 
over,  and  that  fucceeding  Minifters  may  have  a  full,  explicit, 
and  we.l-concerted  Treaty  for  their  Guide,  upon  which  the 
Subjeds  of  both  Crowns  may  rely,  without  any  Doubts  as  to 
the  Senfe  of  the  refpeflive  Articles,  or  any  Fears  of  their  not 
being  pundlually  executed. 
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We  have  lived  fo  long,  and  in  fo  ftrift  a  Friendlhip  with  the 
Crown  of  Piirtugal^  that  I  mention  it  here  only  for  the  Sake 
of  (hewing,  tfiat  there  ftill  fubfiAs  an  Inftance  of  that  kind  of 
Connoftiori  Which  it  is  moft  our  Intercft  to  have  with  evcfy  fo* 
Tci^n  Court.  Our  Subjc£ls  trade  largely  with  thofc  of  Ptrtu- 
ial,  to  their  mutual  Benefit  and  Advantage ;  we  have  all  the 
Privileges  there  that  we  can  reafonably  defire  in  favour  of  our 
'Merchants ;  the  Portugtufe  are  confidercd  here,  upon  all  Occa- 
tions,  as  our.  faithful  Friends  and  Allies.  Thefe  have  been  the 
'Rules  of  Behaviour  to  both  Courts  in  Times  of  pcrfeS  Tranqui* 
■fity,  and  when  nothing  farther  was  necefTary  to  evince  the  Cor* 
diality  of  Efteem  on  both  Sides.  But  when  a  DiflSerende  arofe 
between  the  Spaniards  and  the  Poriuguefi^  which  fwelled  fo  high, 
xis  that  the  latter  were  threatened  with  an  Invafion,  we  made  no 
Difficulty  of  fending  in  due  Time,  and  without  any  Delay, 
fijch  a  Fleet  to  Lifion^  as  ferved  to  proted  the  Subjeds  of  the 
King  cfi  Portugal  from  any  Infult. 

.  We  fcem  at  prefent  to  be  univerfally  perfuaded,  that  it  is  otir 
Intereft  to  live  not  only  on  good  Terms  with  the  -Republick 
of  the  United  Provinces^  but  alfo  in  the  dofeft  and  moft  peifed 
Harmony,  in  which  it  is  certain  that  we  aft  conformable 
both  to  the  Lights  of  Reafon  and  Experience.  Trade  is  in- 
deed the  xrommdn  Miftrefs  of  the  Maritime  Fowet^,  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  have  many  other  Rivals,  of  whom  they 
'ftave  no  grounds  to  be  afraid,  while  a  ftritEi  Uiiton  iuhfifts  be- 
tween them  ;  and  a  due  Senfe  of  this  ought  to  induce  them  to 
prefer  the  joint  Intereft  of  both,  to  the  private  and  particular 
Views  of  either.  Another  ftrong  Reafon  for  their  living  alwavs 
upon  godd  Terms,  is  the  Samencfs  of  their  foreign  Intereft, 
that  is  t6  fay,  thofc  who  are  Friends  or  Enemies  to  one,  arc 
likewlfe  Friends  and  Enemies  to  the  other ;  which  is  a  Point 
that  Ought  to  be  kept  always  \n  View,  by  fuch  as  arc  entrufted 
with  the  AdmJniftr^tion  of  either  Government.  In  a  word,  the 
Conformity  that  there  is  beni^een  the  Religion,  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  natural  Inclinations  of  tSe  Inhabitants  of 
.  both  Countries,  is  fufficient  to  dcmoriftfatc  to  any  intelligent 
and  difmterefted  Perfon,  that  nothing  can  contribute  fo  much 
to  their  joint  Happiners,  as  fupporting  each  other  upon  all 
Occafions,  and  tliat  nothing  can  bring^  about  their  Dcftruc- 
tion  fo  foon,  ^s  fbwing  the  Seedy  of  Diflention  and  DiviiiOA 
•between  thrtn; 

The  many  Alterations  that  happen  daily  in  the  World,  afibrd» 
.and  will  always  afford  fuiScient  Rcafons  for  our  exerting  our- 
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fdres,  not  without  Hazard  and  Expence,  in  favour  of  fome 
or  other  of  our  Allies  ;  which  however  th\A  be'^d^e^oM  done 
with*  ^it  and  Chtarfulneis,  if  we.willi'eaiain*^  fkcy  a  great, 
and  a  refpeSed  People.  It  is  in  vain  to  hope  to  nuintain  our 
Chara£iers  by  a  felfifh  and  furly,  or  by  a  lazy  and  ina£^ive  Be- 
haviour ;  if  we  rcafon  ever  fo  little  with  ourfdves^  we  may  be 
£ititfied  of  this ;  if  we  confult  H»ftory,  Hiftory  will'Convittte 
us ;  if  we  have  recourfe  to  Experience,  Experience  will  read 
us  the  fame  Ledure.  Neither  ought  we  to  confider  what  we 
do  «s  ;uiy  Burthen  or  Inconvenienqr,  fince  it  arUes  f^om  the 
ORank  and  Figure  we  make  in  the  World,  from'thofc  Conaec* 
tions  which  have  been  the  FVuit  of  our  Significancy,  and  by 
which  that  is  upheld  and  fecured.  In  ibort,  when  we  fuo^opr 
our  Neighbours,  we  do  it  from  a  Principle  of  Jufticc  to  our- 
felvesi  weflouriib,  in  part,  from  the  Commerce  that  we  have 
.with  them ;  and  having  thus  a  Stake  in  their  Wdfere,  it  is  really 
confulting  our  own  Inteftrft,  when  we  fulfilthofe  Engagfemenu 
that  were  entered  into,  on  account  of  that  Stake;  «nd  therefore 
inftead  of  repining  that  we  are  obliged  to  it,  we  ought  to  rejoice 
that  it  is  in  our  Power,  and  Ihew  oy  our  Alacrity  how  much  it 
is  in  our  Will. 

Thefe  are  the  general  Principles  of  Brit^/h  Policy,  deduced 
from  thofe  Tranfa£lions,  which  after  having  been  often  and 
ferioufly  examined  in  the  wifeft  and  greateft  Aflemblies,  have 
received  repeated,  as  wdl  as  publick  San£tions.;  fo  that  if  pri* 
vate  Men  err  in  adopting  them,  it  will  be  very  dificult  to 
eftabliib  another  Rule  attended  with  dearer  Evidence,  and 
fupported  by  better  Authority. 
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